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WEW BREAST-SELLER 

O tiw w : Hmith wpcrtt hav« dmigned a naw “running 
N«“ for womm athlotot which It noltnor too tight nor too 
ooao, and ahould pravant distracting (a)motlona on and 
lU tha (laid, tfa a tbnaly boost for many aportswoman who, 
leoording to Iho London Qonaral Council of Osteopaths, 
nd^ from -aoranasa. Irritation and other discomforts. Now, 
x>th partlelpants and spectators will be abia to concentrate 
Ml tha finishing Una instead of the buatlina. 

nUN, BABY RUN.... 

Tamiaoaaa: Honey Alexander, wife of the Governor of 
rann aa aae lovas to Jog everyday. (It’s the new health-and- 
Mnaas tad In tha West). Hugh Hayes her state police body- 
piard does not. But he's forced to stay close beside her 
ind can't use a car on jogging paths. The lady expects 
I baby this aummar and a putting trooper Hayes says bitterly. 
*1 darn say she’ll Jog all the way to the maternity wardl’’ 

flTTINQ WHERE IT HURTS 

Oermany: In his book “I Was Hitler's Tennis Partnef, 
luthor Hans Oorfarmann says It was the Fulwer's poor 
taokhand that made further existence, seem futile I It seems 
he bunker's tennis court was in terrible shape, and the 
upply of tennis balls had run out. The decision to invade 
toland, says DorfOrmann, was made seconds after Hitler 
ost a close matoh by double-faulting. The book explains 
he events leading to World War II, and the importance of 
uming the body away from the net when serving I 

SOP HIM I 

New York: Even blase New Yorkers looked again when 
hey saw a roller-skating cop speeding down Fifth Avenue 
letanslbly In hot pursuit of a crook. But enquiries by the 
Mirious at the Manhattan police station revealed him to be 
m Imposter >— a roller-skating fan disguised as a cop to 
lain right of way I “No wonder,*; muttered cynics, “even the 
MSI New York cops don't .rnoye that fast.'' 



HOOPeR, PEKMAP51 5HOULP eXPlAiN 
' tHE POl.LOW-TH)?OU6H"ONE MORE TIME... 


i. TELLIS 



NOTRE PAME m^TIC DgaRTMBMT?^ '^YOU aU6Ht IT, YOU PUT tt IKIHB 














^JTH one exception, there is 
no game m India which 
attracts enough money to 
draw the world's pre-eminent 
sportsmen Add to this 
the unhappy and mostly 
yntrue reputation that this is a 
country to avoid unless one 
wants to end up with 
sunstroke, or some mysterious 
Oriental disease, and one has 
the major part of the reason 
why the top professionals 
fight shy of playing in this 
country. 

For example, in tennis the 
players rather glibly blame 
the administration for this 
state of affairs. It is claimed 
that thou are not competent 
enough to promote the game 
nor capable enough to recruit 
or persuadfi the big boys to 
make even a brief., 
appearance The administration 
claims, just as glibly, that 
the players are in fact quite 
happy with the lack of 
foreign participation and do 
little to encourage or help 
comvmnication with these 
players. After all, it will 
hardly boost the image of an 
Indian, seeded in single 
figures in his country, if he is 
beaten in'straight sets by 
someone who does not even 
figures amongst the first 
hundred m the world. It 


would also mean no 
worthwhile share in the prize 
money. The truth, one 
imagines, lies somewhere in 
between. 

The same, of course, cannot 
be said of Indians going 
abroad Not when what awaits 
them there is denied to them 
here It is for many the 
culmination of a life-long 
ambition which in itself is 
fair enough, but not so when 
a player or an accompanying 
official considers the visit 
more important than its 
purpose. Unfortunately, one 
has been convinced by reports 
as well as personal observance 
that this has been the case 
more often than once. 

In a game like hockey a 
player may well come from 
the obscurity of some village 
where the relative luxuries 
of electncty and motor cars 
ate recent innovations and 
if he can be overawed by a 
city like Bombay, one can 
imagine and even accept that 
the glitter of Paris or New 
York unit be even more 
confusing, more so if there 
is also a language barrier. 

Mut a player at fault can be 
advisea, he can be disciplined, 
even sent back, and at worst 
debarred. The question 
what happens when the 


person reeponeible for 
maintdirmg discipline is 
himself becharmed by the 
never-h^ore-seen attractions 
of a different culture and the 
avaUabUity of "luxuries* 
that have so far existed only 
in his more, pleasant dreams. 
When it has' happened, fhe 
team is left without adequate 
guidance and has usnwy 
fared poorly. 

And yet this is one aspect 
which has not been 
sufficiently appreciated and 
as long as the posts of 
accompanying officials, 
observers^ etc., are handed 
out as rewards for loyalty 
rather than ability, there will 
be damage to the game. 

Further, there w much 
seiweless talk about players 
being ambassadors. If this was 
so, then after the Sarfraz 
Nawaz-Hilditch incident 
diplomatic relations between 
AustraUa and Pakistan would 
surely have been severed. 
Today, the competition is 
intense and so people are 
prepared to suffer the most 
offensive behaviour from a 
player — at least on the field. 

The public relations is left 
to the non-playing members 
of the party, who should be 
advised and assisted by the 
diplomatic representatives of 
the country. Which is why 
one would like the Field 
Marshal and co., as well as 
the Education Ministry to 
give more than a cursory 
screening before allowing 
officials to accompany teams 
gofrtg abroad. After all, not 
only are these officials meant * 
to assist the players, they also 
reflect the image of the 
country, which will suffer ^ 
if they are iU-qualtfied. 





Letters to the Editor 


Why not 
listen to 
Pintu ? 

r HE STATEMENT CIWN 
by Mr Nishith Gbosh, the 
General Secretary of East 
Bengal Club, (SportsworW 
Vpril 4) on Pintu Chowdhury 
was painful to read. While 
’intu will be remembered 
or bis role in bringing about 
he golden era of East 
Bengal, 1 doubt very much 
f anybody will remember 
Wr Ghosh or anyother oHi- 

CAVTAM DEY, 
Jamshedpur. 

T SEEMS MR GHOSH 
loes not have the courage 
;o speak the truth. How 
:an he spoil the career of a 
)layer like Samaresh Chow- 
Ihury, who is past his prime? 
rhe truth lies elsewhere. Mr 
Bbosh knows that after stay* 
ng several years with East 
Bengal, Pintu has come to 
(now everything about the 
;lub and if he speaks out 
:he cat will be out of the 
sag. llie truth will harm 
>fficials like Mr Ghosc, no- 
trady else. That is why by 
keeping mum Mr Ghosh is 
making a successful retreat. 

I am a supporter of East 
Bengal Club. But at this 
moment I think I should say 
1 was a supporter. I cannot 
root for a club whose officials 
maltreat a player who has 
Kiven his everything to the 
;lub. I should also squarely 
blame the members, senior 
ilayers and the coach of the 
;lub for not preventing the 
ifficials from doing so. When 
Vlr Arun Ghosh and some of 
the senior players realised 
that the officials were not 
Eioing to listen to their advice 
why did they not force 
them? Haven’t they the 
murage to speak the truth? 
Why did they not inform the 
senior members about the 
happenings? Also what arc 
the club members for? Are 
they there merely to shout 
and dance when the club 
wins a trophy? 

I think this it is h'gh 
time East Bengal's players, 
members and supporters 
took steps against officials 
who are making the club a 
laughing stock and ensure 
Pintti rhnwdhtirv re¬ 


honour next year, 

ANOOP SF.NGUPTA, 
Dhanbad, 

PINTO’S IMAGE CANNOT 
be distorted by the comment 
of a so-called official. 

BAREN ROY, 
llachuna. 

1 THINK PINTU’ CAN 
spoil Mr Ghosh’s career. The 
former is known not only to 
everyone in this country but 
also to sportlovcrs in other 
Asian countries. Whereas, 
Mr Ghosh is known to only 
East Bengal and their sup¬ 
porters. 

RAMEN DEY. 

Coa. 

WE WERE VERY EAGER 
to read the East Bengal 
Club’s version in reply to 
the charges made by Sama¬ 
resh Chawdhury against the 
club. But we were given the 
silly remarks of Mr Ni.shith 
Ghosh. 

TANMAY CmUDHURI. 

Malda. 

MR NISHITH GHOSH 
says that the club dues not 
care about what Pintu says. 
Maybe, but we East Bengal 
supporters do. Pintu played 
for us for eight years, not 
Mr Nisbith Ghosh. As an 
avid East Bengal supporter, 
I urge all club fans to throw 
out Mr Nisbith Ghosh if we 
want to save our East 
Bengal! 

PINAKI GUHA, 
Calcutta. 

NISHITH GHOSH’S COM- 
ment on Pintu smacks of a 
bad taste. 

AMARENDRA, 

Ranchi, 

MR NISHITH GHOSH SAYS 
that he can spoil Pintu’s 
career. Maybe so, but it is 
not something that one 
boasts of so shameless'v. 
Spoiling the career of a 
player is no achievement for 
Honorary General Secretary 
of a club which always does 
its best with top-class ready¬ 
made players. 

DEBASIS DUTTA, 
DBBASIS MULLICK and 
NIRANJAN BASU, 
Hamah. 

WE THREE WERE BLIND 
supporters of Ea.si Bengal 
Club. We think veteran play¬ 
ers must be made club 
officials, because only a play¬ 
er can realise another 
nlaver's difficulties. We are 


in whidi Sailen Manna and 
Chuni Goswami deal wiHi 
Mohun Bagan's players and 
would advise Mr Paresh 
Saha and Mr Nishith Ghosh 
to learn from them. 

BHAHV, MITHU, TJNKV, 
Shillong, 



Not correct 


I N “IN JAIPUR, THEY 
score law suits’’ (Sports- 
world, March 21) the author 
has skipped over the facts. 
The true picture of football 
in Rajasthan, and especially 
In Jaipur, has not been put 
forth btdorc the readers. 
The meeting ol the Ismail 
group was actually held at 
Jaipur and not at Bikaner 
as mentioned in the article. 
The stay order Ij-om the 
Court of Munsiff Magistrate 
was not obtained by the Ad 
Hoc body. It was obtain¬ 
ed by the Via>-prcsident, 
Secretary and Joint secre¬ 
tary of the Jaipur District 
Football Association to ren¬ 
der inoperative the decision 
taken by the Rajasthan Foot¬ 
ball A.ssociatiun and func¬ 
tions of the Ad Hoc Commit¬ 
tee. RFA and the Ad Hoc 
Coinmittee will not be able 
to interfere in the internal 
matters of the Jaipur DFA 
till further orders of the 
Court. 

The author has also mis¬ 
led the readers by saying 
that the dispute between the 
dissolved Jaipur body and 
the RFA is still awaiting an 
overall judgement. The fact 
is that the appeal against 
the stay by the Se.s.sions 
Judge has nut been upheld 
and no further appeal has 
been filed by cither the RFA 
or the Ad Hoc Committee 
in the High Court. As 
such, can the Jaipur body 
be railed as dissolved ? Why 
has the fact been hidden 
that the RFA has not accep¬ 
ted the Court verdict and is 
now facing a contempt ca.si? 

The author has mimtioned 
the total number of units 
affiliated with the RFA and 
also the number of units at¬ 
tending the meeting at 
Ajmer, but why have, the 
attendance figures of the. 


sed? For your information, 
only a few units were affilia¬ 
ted with the erstwhile RFA, 
out of which nineteen in¬ 
cluding some bogus and 
paper associations, were 
reportedly present at Ajmer. 
The Jaipur meeting was at¬ 
tended by the 16 absolute 
units. 

There were many instances 
in the past when Mr C. P. 
Mathur, ex-Secretary of the 
RFA, had handed over the 
charge to Mr Ismail, the lat¬ 
ter being the seniormast 
Joint secretary of the Asso¬ 
ciation. But when Mr 
Mathur resigned why was the 
rharec handed ovyr the 
junior-mo.9t joint secretary ? 

There were other Vice-pre¬ 
sidents available in RFA 
but still the charge of presi¬ 
dentship was hand^ over to 
Mr Magan Singh who is 
based at Bombay. .Why has 
this fart been omitted in the 
article ? Till today, inter¬ 
national Magan Singh has 
not inform^ this as.socia- 
tion about his leaving it. 
The article does not tell the 
truth on this point. 

In fact. Jaipur, the capi¬ 
tal of the State, is the major 
centre of football in Rajas¬ 
than. The DFA. under the 
chairmanship of Mr D P 
Gupta, Additional Inspector 
General of Police, was oppo.s- 
ing the arbitrary manner in 
which the RFA was being 
run and the malafide amend 
ments propus(>d in the consti¬ 
tution tv Mr Hono- 

rarv Serretary of the erst¬ 
while RFA. Mr Midhur 
wanted to overcome 'this 
liiirdle and dissolved the 
body unilaterally. His move 
was opposed by the majo¬ 
rity of the clubs in .laimir. 
Finding no alternative aller 
long and protrarted negotia¬ 
tions, thev derided to move 
the court. Was this .step 
wrong ? 

RAFF.EQ MOHAMMED, 
Join! serrelary, Raja.'ithan 
Football Associatron. 

THE ARTICLE SAID MR 
C. P. Mathur had served 
the RFA for over two de¬ 
cades as the Secretary. ’This 
Is totally inrorrert. Mr C 
P. Mathur took over as 
.Secretary of the RFA some- 
lime in October 1967 from 
the then Secretary, K. S i 
Haji Syed Ahmed, popularly 
known as "the Grand Old 
Man of Rajasthan football”. 
I clearlv remember Mr Ma- 
thur’s election as Secretary 
because it took place in my 
house in Ajmer. 

_ S.AFTAB.S8AH, 



Allin the game 


Gavaskar's 

confession 

M otivation, that really 

seems to be the name of the 
game. With remuneration in sport 
ail over reaching new peaks—wliy. 
only this week word has come 
that baseball in America has ac¬ 
quired its first millionaire in Dave 
Parker of Pittsburgh Pirates—^there 
are, every week, new examples of 
defiant behaviour by sportsmen. 
Old-timers would call this playing 
hard-to-get but we prefer to leave 
the label to the readers. 



Take Gavaskar. In an interview 
in Bombay, be had us absolutely 
taken aback when he said: *T can 
tell you this frankly. I do not 
propose to put in 100 per cent in 
the County matches in the tour 
to England. I am just not interes¬ 
ted in them. There is nothing at 
stake in them. Tests, yes, and 
even Ranji Trophy and Duleep 
Trophy matches because there 
you are lighting for a trophy. But 
apart from the first few County 
matches where you are playing 
to get yourMlf into form, toe rest 
don’t motivate me. It is on the 
same basis (lesser motivation) 
that I prefer to go lower down 
in first-class matches here. I am 
not interested enough and I feel 
that If I can’t be as responsible 
as an opening batsman ought to 
be, then I will be unfair to the 
side if I still went to open.” 

Was Gavaskar being serious or 
was he just a trifle petulant after 
his failure to win the Board 
around? We think it’s the former. 
It does seem that Gavaskar will 
set his own standards. For, a 
little earlier he had said: *T am 
not interested in proving anything 
to anybody,” when asked about 
his response to criticism that he 
had yet to prove himself in Eng¬ 
land. And who are we to say that 
he is not correct in what he is 
doing when he is such a perfec¬ 
tionist that, at one time, he 
sought to curb his unfortunate in- 
4 clination to hook by deliberately 
I playing with a heavy bat? 


Attention IHF! 


E INDIAN HOCKEY FEDE 
rdtion is one organisation 
which recognises sportsmagazines 
as a responsible section of the 
media’. Unlike all other sports 
bodies, the IHF sends us press re¬ 
leases that are otherwise only 
sent to the daily papers. So far, 
so industrious. 

However, a glance a ttjje IHF 
latterhead makes one wonder 
whether time has stood still for 
them. Mentioned among the 
patrons of IHF is one C. S. Para- 
meswaran. General Manager, 
Northern Railways. 

Nothing wrong with a GM of 
the Railways being a patron of 
hockey, you might say. We agree. 


The only thing is poor Mr. Para- 
niesw.iran cea.sed to be the Gene¬ 
ral Manager of the Northern 
Railway nearly four years ago. 1 

He was unceremoniously re¬ 
moved. if you remember, when he 
refused to aceede to a particu¬ 
larly unreasonable demand of the 
then rising son, San jay Gandhi. 
Today, one hears, he is a success¬ 
ful engineer-consultant in the 
West. After him, the post has 
been held by the following; V. 

P. Sawhney, S. C. Mishra, J. N. 
Kohli, G. H. Keswani, R. Sriniva- 
san and S. N. Sachdev (the pre¬ 
sent GM). 

So. has the IHF closed its eyes 
to the years in between ? Or is 
it that it is so broke it cannot 
print new letterheads ? If the 
latter, we are sorry about being 
so unthoughtful. 



Vishwanath's 

secret 

W HY IS IT THAT VISHWA- 
nath bats so well in ertsea 
and almost lackadaisically wbea 
the others arc doing well? Is it 
because he wants the glory solely 
for himself? Or is it that with 
him, .too, it is a question of molt- 
vation? 


We put this question to Vish- 
wanath as he relaxed in Bombay 



at his brother-in-law's place. Tax¬ 
ing his vocal chords unduly (for 
Vishwariath is remarkably reticent 
usually), the SO-year-old veteran 
of Indian cricket replied: ‘T have 
this habit that after I have pad¬ 
ded up I must watch the game. 
Now if the two batsmen at the 
wicket are associated in a long 
partnership I have to keep mv 
eyes on the game and this affects 
my concentration. You see it's a 
human thing. One can’t conren 
trate for a lung time. So hened 
when I go to bat it takes me a 
while to settle down. Probably 
what happens as a result is that 
I am more prone to losing my 
wicket during this awkward 
period. 

‘‘Whereas on the other hand,” 
says Vishwanath. a veteran of 52 
Tests and one of India's most ele¬ 
gant batsmen who has scored 3900 
runs in Test rnckel. '’if ,i wioket 
falls early I am able to conren- 
tratc more easily and hence get 
runs. The stale of the game has 
very little to do with iny success.” 
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ESANDA WORLD HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 

IhDIA MUST VmKE UP! 

SYDNEY FRISKIN reports from Perth 


E TERMINATION OF THE 
Esanda ten-nations World 
Hockey Tournament found India 
placed yet again in the middle ol the 
table and the time has come tor some 
fast thinking if her righiful place 
in the hockey world is to be restor¬ 
ed. There has to be not merely an 
overhaul but in more modern termi¬ 
nology a complete shakcup. 

It is not sufficient to say that this 
is a better side than the one that 
went to Buenos Aires. That may be 
true, but tho.se who control the des¬ 
tiny of the game in india must de¬ 
cide whether they arc conlent to re¬ 
tain a condition of appalling medior- 
tii^ or climb back to the top. To do 
this hockey in India must have a 
strong man at the top, someone with 
the strength and courage to impose 
his will at high level. 

From the manager and coach right 
down to the humblest of all players 


there mu.st be complete dedication 
and total commitment. Hockey is 
now a hard and tough school which 
has no room for weaklings as in this 
human jungle in which wc live none 
but the fittest survive. 

It is no use holding post mortems 
and inquisitions when the. team re¬ 
turns home. The authorities should 
get down to bu.sincss straight away, 
select a group of about 24 players 
as potential candidates for Moscow 
and start intense preparation. There 
is no other way. 

What could have been a better 
example of progress than that of 
Itriiain who never forgave themselves 
lor tailing to qualify for Montreal. 
They pul a pool of pliiyers in the 
Ciire of one m.tn, gave him a carte 
blanche and told him to get on with 
Ihc job. He did, of coinse, have, alt 
I he support he asked for, and now 
Itrilain’s results are good enough 



to assure them of a place in Mos¬ 
cow. 

By the end of the first pla.y-olf 
scries on Friday April 27, Surjit 
Singh bad put himself at the top of 
the scorers' list with nine goals, a 
posilion he maintained with two 
more against New Zealand, which 
was some consolation for fodia. The 
leading five—Surjit Singh. Litjens 
(Nelherlands), Catlrall (Great Bri¬ 
tain), Ineson (New Zealand), and 
Hobkirk (Canada) were all short 
rorner experls. Joint sixth were 
Pakistan’s brilliant forwards Hanif 
Khan and Sardar Hasan. 

Inn Cooke was Australia’s best 
scorer with four goals out of a total 
of 15, from short corners. Three 
other goals from short corners were 
scored by Jirn Irvine. So, statistics 
prove the importance of short cor¬ 
ners in the modern hockey context. 
Of all Netherlands’s goals in inter¬ 
national matches, 15 per cent, ac¬ 
cording to the rc'Cord books, were 
obtained by Paul Litjens from cor¬ 
ners. With Pakistan, however, the 
pool matches presented a different 
story. Seventeen of their 24 goals 
came from open play, thus providing 
a contrast to The Netherlands’ way 
of thinking. 



•M.B...-- "rerry, WaUih of Australia leaps high to avoid 

.pjntii rhnwabiirv re- olavers uincuitie.s. »»c 


.Patrick BurlschelU 


Iff the back- 



India’s Rajinder ■ Singh ducks under the arm of Mike Paggett of 
Canada. India won 7-J 


One of the reasons for the high 
scoring in this tournament was the 
just and true artificial surface, in 
spite of the early apprehension over 
the uncertain bounce of the ball and 
the variations of pace. There was 
an average of 6.4 goals a match for 
the pool games, which must have 
been a record, or something near 
one at any rate. Only two games in 
the total of 20 had two goals or less 
and there was not a single draw. 

After two hard matches agaiVist 
The Netherlands and Australia— 
both of which ended in defeat— 
India at last began to play with 
their old magic when they defeated 
France 4-2. But for the first time I 
saw the forwaids move in unison 
when they beat Canada 7-3 after 
running up a 5-0 lead (4-0 at half¬ 
time). There were some' sparkling 
touches by Ashok Kumar and Syed 
Ali. and Merwyn Fernandes at inside- 
right fitted well into the scheme of 
things, combining well with Kaushik 
who.se speed and class had earlier not 
been adequately exploited. So. all 
that India were assured of at the. 
end of the ppol matches was the 
third place in Group A, which was 
just not good enough. 

vrOTHING SEEMED TO HAVE 
gone right for The Netherlands 
from the time their full-back Diepe- 
ven suffered a hand injury. Their 
defence became unstab'e and most 
of the. good work done by their for¬ 
waids was offset by the uncertainty 
In the rearguard. Still, the Dutch, 
as they usually do were involved in 
easily the best game of the pool 
series when they went down to Aus¬ 
tralia by 4 3. This was a great 


match to which a throbbing crowd 
gave full acclaim. 

The game reached a tremulous 
climax with first the Dutch drawing 
level at 3 3 with a short corner con¬ 
version by Litjens. With barely a 
minute left Australia won the day 
with a great goal. They came sweep- 
ins through the middle with Charles- 
worth, the captain, leading the as¬ 
sault and Steve Smjth rounded 
things of by scooping the ball into 
the corner of the net from a difficult 
angle. 

When the Australians came tear¬ 
ing through, the Dutch were caught 
napping with only one defender on 
band—there was no chance of their 
survival at odds of four to one. This 
match was crucial because if it had 
ended in a 3-3 draw The Netherlands 
would have finished at the top of the 
pool on goal difference and would, in 
that case, have met Britain in the 
semi-final round. 

As it was, Australia ciualified to 
meet Britain and The Netherlands 
faced Pakistan. So, on a hot after¬ 
noon on April 28. Britain went into 
action against Australia. The crowff 
naturally wdnted Australia to win 
and gave them all the support they 
needed but it was hard workr- for 
them and in the end their inborn 
fitness carried them through. 

Britain, as usual set up three lines 
of three and a .sweeper behind whom 
was Ian Taylor, possibly the world’s 
greatest goalkeeper. At the start of 
that match he had faced up to a 
total of 27 corners (short and long 
awarded against Britain and had not 
concodc'd a goal. This unfortunately 


SiiQrwanh 
Happy and 
relieved 

fTBERE Was NATURALLY 

* much rejoicing in the FaWa- 
taih Ciunp after their brilliant d;2 
#ctory over Australia in the final 
.The: Mrt. plaj(«d by the Pakistan 
iCBptua,.Seihn Sberwani, the gbal- 
.keepar; VMS that of a commanding 
gi^rat jedding bis team from be- 

Seiiim is a man of few words 
and I asked him what it was like 
,to be the. leader of such a great 
lide. He said he was extremely 
bappy with the team because it 
ba4 played well together. He wai 
pleased that the experiment of 
Vying new p1a,vcrs had been sue 
cessful 

• There was a time in the late 
mltiutes of the second half when 
AuSiralta, trailing 4-2, buried 
themselves into a fierce onslaught 
and forced a string of long and 
short coSbers. Selim 'Sherwani, 
who Saved numerous shots during 
this period of trial, said he would 
not tike to go through that ordeal 
again. If Australia had scared 
one goal, he said they would have 
fought tooth and nau to get an¬ 
other. 

Brigadier Atif, the secretary of 
the Pakistan Hockey Federation, 
said that he was glad the new 
trio of young players on the right 
fiank, Kalimullah, Mansoor Jumor 
.and Rashid had proved so success¬ 
ful All are under 21. 

Air Marshal Nnr Khan, the Pre¬ 
sident of the Pakistan Hockey 
Federation, said that he was glad 
PakisUttt' won decisively, with no 
if$ and buts. 


was not his lucky day, for he was 
beaten twice—though not directly. 

Still. Au'itralia wore in trouble 
with Bob Catlr.ill, a superb striker of 
the ball, converting a short corner 
and although Irvine equalised from 
a similar award Australia were in 
arreais again just befurc the interval 
with Caltrall crashing home another 
short corner hit. 

Throughout the first half Austra¬ 
lia were more inventive though their 
control was a little awry. But al¬ 
though they hud the hall in the net 
just before the interval the .shot was 
disallowed. Their hopes liad another 
setback when Irvine was shown the 
yellow card and sent off temporarily 
for five minutes for an improper 
charge on Gregg, lie bad barely 




Paul 
Litjens: 
It's all a 
science 

TPHE NAME OF PAUL LITJENS, 
<1 the great Dutch striker, is 
enough to make any hockey goaL 
keeper take a deep breath. And 
no wander, the man who has 
scored more than 15Q goals in 
international hockey maimy from 
corners is one of the greatest 
players of bis day and certainly 
one of the nicest fellows to know. 
When he appeared for The Nether- 
lands against Australia in the 10- 
nation tournament at Perth on 
April 26 in a great match which 
Australia won 4-3 Litjens scored 
two goals to bring his total to 1S5 
in bis 116th match. Few players 
I know have met with triumph 
and disaster and treated both im¬ 
posters just the same. Litjens is 
one oi them. 

Litjens was born at Bruekelen 
on November 9, 1947. He-is mar¬ 
ried and has a two-year-old daugh¬ 
ter, As his wife was expecting 
this baby in December 1977 he did 
not tour India that year, so Indian 
crowds were denied the pleasure 


pf seeing him. He is a lecturer in 
science at the University of lit- 
rbebt and naturally brings a 
scientific ^proach to his hockey. 

Although he strikes the ball 
frith devastating force ho usually 
hits it along the ground with a 
short backlift and exquisite timing, 
not being deterred by the recent 
restrictions imposed on strikers of 
corners who are prohibited from 
lifting the ball. 

Litjens' great friend is the 
Dutch goalkeeper Martin Sikking, 
who was born in the same town, 
with whom he usually shares a 
room during hockey events. He, 
Sikking and the Dutch manager. 
Wim Van Heuman will withdraw 
from the international scene after 
the Moscow Olympic Games of 
1980. Litjens first burst into the 
internatioital scene at Brussels in 
1970 when The Netherlands finish¬ 
ed second to West Germany in the 
first European Championship. He 
played in the Olympic Games in 
Munich, 1972, and Montreal, 1976. 
At Montreal, he was the top-scorer 
with 11 goals. In the 4th World 
Cup at Buenos Aires, he was 
again the top-scorer with 15 goals. 

L itjens was. of course, a 

member of the Dutch World 
Cup team that won the trophy at 
Amstelveen in 1973 heating India 
on penalty strokes after a 2-2 
draw in the final. He had a big 
hand in this triumph. After play¬ 
ing in the European Champion¬ 
ship at Madrid in 1974, where the 


Dutch finished third, Litjens gave 
up international hockey during (he 
.season 1974-75 but was persuaded 
to return by Van Heuman. Ho 
played in his lOQth game for the 
Netherlands at Bishop's Stortford 
^England) on August 20, 1979 bnt 
fail^ to score although the Dutch 
won 6-3. He did get two goals on 
the following day when the Dutch 
won 4-1. 

He scored his 100th goal, oddly 
enough, against India on March a, 
1978, at Amstelveen. His; 150th 
goal came at Perth on April 20, 
1979 again against India which 
meant that 50 goals were obtained 
within the space of a year. While 
playing against the United States 
at Rotterdam on'April 3 this year, 
he scored eight goals in a 12-0 
victory, which was the highest in¬ 
dividual score by any Dutch player. 
The goals came from five penalty 
corners and three corners. 

Litjens, who is 6 ft. 2 in. tall and 
weighs 90 kilos had bis moment of 
glory, he said, when The Nether¬ 
lands won the World Cup in 1973. 
His worst moment was at Hannova 
in September 1978 when he mis¬ 
sed a penalty stroke in the Euro¬ 
pean Cup final against West Ger¬ 
many and lost the chance of levell¬ 
ing the score at 3-3. The Germans 
won 3-2. Here indeed is a hockey 
giant, not merely in stature but 
also in quality. The world will be 
the poorer when he retires from 
the scene. 

S. F. 


comeback—there were only 12 mi¬ 
nutes lo go—when Australia equal¬ 
ised from a short corner converted 
by Cooke. 

Six minutes before the end a 
mixup in.side the circle led to a 
penalty stroke in favour of Australia 
and Bell converted it to put Austra¬ 
lia in front But Britain, after mak¬ 
ing two substitutions, came into the 
last three minutes with a serious 
threat with Gregg and Brookeman 
setting the Australian defence a 
number of problems. They had 
their chance of drawing level when 
persistent pressure inside the circle 
earned them a penalty stroke. It 
was taken well enough by Gregg but 
Wiiyne Green, the Australian goal¬ 
keeper, took the shot on the chin 
while diving to reach the ball and 
made a great save. He had to leave 
the field to have his injury dressed 
and amid tumultous applause was 
replaced by Proctor. Green had to 
have a few stitches on the inside of 
his upper lip. 

So Britain's last chance evaporated 
and they were naturally disappointed 
at not having reached the final. 
But their final placing within the 


Games, which was what they had set 
out to achieve. 

The other semi-final between 
Pakistan and The Netherlands was a 
different story. After taking an 
early lead through Mans Kruize and 
Bouwman, The Netherlands went to 
pieces in the face of a fierce, though 
yet stylish, onslaught by Pakistan 
who reduced the lead almosl on half¬ 
time with a great goal by Kalimul- 
lah. In a devastating second half 
he added three more goals to bring 
his total to four. The remaining 
goal, four minutes before the end, 
was scored by his brother Samiullah, 
by which time the match had become 
too one sided to have much appeal. 

The last pieces of the jigsaw 
puzzle had already fallen into place. 
Malaysia, a young but enthusiastic 
side, took ninth place by beating 
France 10. But France, fielding 
mostly their under-21 side, gained 
valuable experience which should be 
put to good use at the first junior 
World Cup at Versailles at the end 
of August this year. 

Canada, by beating Kenva 3-1. 
finished in sevenh place and should 
be favourites to win the Pan-Ameri- 


though they should be given a hard 
fight by Argentina with the United 
States hoping to cause a few upsets. 

So ended an extremely well orga¬ 
nized tournament which should help 
to sliniiilate more interest in the 
game throughout Australia. 

T he TEN-NATION HOCKEY 
tournament which tcrminaced at 
Perth on April 29 was, as 1 saw it, 
one of the mo.si exciting events of 
its kind anywhere in the world. 
Pakistan added to their already illus¬ 
trious (olleclion of silverware by 
winning the handsome trophy hav¬ 
ing bi'uten Australia 4-2 in a thrill- 
parked final. Earlier in the day, the 
battle for the bronze medal between 
The. Netherlands and Britain led to 
a tremulous finish with the Dutch 
winning &5. 

The capacity crowd of 12,000 loved 
every moment- of a pulsating 
.sequenre of events as Pakistan took 
command after an early setback — 
the old adage that there is no subs¬ 
titute for skill being well and truly 
justified. Not that there was no 
skill in the Australian team. Led by 
Charlcsworth they bad more than a 
modicum of it and a high degree of 

Avtgfiirannra TIia 
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Crpuial chases Dutchman Roderick Douwman. The Netherlands' won 
6-3 


ence was Pakistan’s superior ability 
to pick up their passes, however hard 
they were hit, and control them at 
high speed. With their seemingly 
limitless' hockey resources, Pakistan 
seem likely to rt'tatn their supremacy 
in the world game at least for the 
next few years. The younger players, 
who recently replaced the older ones 
stamped their clas.5 all over the 
tournament, parftrularly Kalininllah, 
Safdar Abbas and Manzoor Hussain, 
better known as Manzoor Jr. so a.s 
not to be cnnfu.scd with Manzoorul 
Hassan, who plpys at full-back. 

The Dutch had hoped for some¬ 
thing better than third place but 
their defence, generally injury prone, 
wilted under pressure against Pakis 
tan in the semi-final round where 
they were beaten 5-2 and more per¬ 
ceptibly in the play-off for third place 
against Britain. The Dutch, leading 
t-1 conceded five goals in as many 
ninutes, a collapse attributable as 
imch to the supreme BritLsK eftort 
:o the fallibility of the Dutch 
lefcnce. 

Dutch eventually won 6 5 in extra 
ime although it was widely believed 


that wlien thev restored the score to 
.5-5. the shot by Dorstljp was taken 
trom outside the ciicle. So Britain 
finished fourth. With a little luck, 
Britain might have reached the final. 
Thev just lost 3-2 to Australia in the 
semi-final after leading 2-1 at half¬ 
time. 

T his tournament did much 

lo .sell the game to Australia. 
Not that it needed much .selling as 
West Australia has alway.s been the 
main artery in the Australian hockey 
stream. But through the crowd.s 
themselves, the radio and television 
coverage the public became more con- 
SCIOU.S of the game as a spectacle and 
an entertainment. The more lasting 
memory of the event is its high 
.tcoriiig. which is not unaccountable. 
The incentive for attacking players 
wa.s provided by the fast and true 
artificial surface on which, as the 
FfH President Rene Frank said ; 
“There lies a great future for world 
hockey.” It has set the tunc of 
what we arc likely to expect in the 
Moscow Olympic Games next year. 
The final placings at Perth were Pak¬ 
istan, Australia, The Netherlands, Brl- 
tain. India, New Zealand, Canada, 
Kenya, Malayasia, France. 


Pot-pourri 

THE DAILY TEIECRAPH OF 
London thought Hanif Khan, 
Pakistan's inside-left wd$ the find 
of the taurnament. A panel of 
Judges at Perth thought difierent- 
}y when it nominated Holland’s 
Wouter Leefers as the ’outstand¬ 
ing player* of the tournament. 
Leefers rated 30 points and was 
followed by Hanif Khan (29 
points), Akhtar Rasool (Pakistan 
— 25 points), Sob Cattrall (Brb 
tain—22} and Bic Charleswoi'th- 
(Australia—22). Note the absence 
of any Indian player. 

M eanwhile back home, 

the outspoken (ill-informed?) 
Union Minister of State for Edu¬ 
cation and Welfare, Mr Dhanna 
Singh Gulshan, has alreaib pin 
painted the reasons for India's 
*‘poor performance” at Perth.. 
Speaking to newsmen at Patiala 
on April 30, Mr Gulshan stated : 
“Inadequate and unsatisfactory 
training coupled with regional 
considerations jn the selection of 
players Were responsible for the i 
hockey debade.” Mr Gulshan ad¬ 
ded that the country's image bad 
gone down because of the team’s 
performance. 

AICS President, Field Marshal 
Manekshaw, on whose orders the 
Indian team was selected ten 
weeks In advance, and IHF Presi¬ 
dent, MAM Ramaswamy, apparent 
ly do not agree with Mr Gulshan. 
Said the Field Marshal : "There 
should not be any depression over 
the performance . He said he 
would await the Indian team mana¬ 
ger, Lesley Oaudius’ report b^ 
fore pin-pointing the shortcoming^ 
He felt, however, that the train¬ 
ing period for the team was very 
short. 

MAM was more enthusiastic. In 
a Statement made even before Mr 
Gulshan’s or the Field Marshal’s, 
the IHF President said he was 
“more than satisfied with the per¬ 
formance. The selectors nave 
harnessed the best available 
youngsters In the country to form 
the nucleus of our future national 
team.” l^is team could well 
Ining back India’s days of hockey 
glory, he said. 

Maybe, if we stop patting out- 
selves on the back for improving 
from the seventh position at Mon¬ 
treal, to sixth at the World Cup 
and fifth at Perth. Any bets that 
we will definitely be fourth at 
Moscow ? 

WELL MIGHT THE NETHER- 
land’s coach Wim Van Heumen 
say that his young defence Is the 
team's weakest point. For Hol- 
land let in as many as 21 goals 
against the 28 It scored, compar¬ 
ed to Pakistan 8-33, Australia 
13-20, Britain 15-24 and India 
18-25 among the top five teams. 



MOHAMMEDAN: 
HEADING FOR A 
SHOWDOMW 

P RHAPS WE SPOKE TOO SOON. PERHAPS IT WAS 
just too good to be true. The fact is, the Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting challenge has ended even befpre it actually 
began. 

When elections of the club were held this time, 
hopes were raised considerably because the officials pro¬ 
mised a better deal. It was mainly on that promise that 
they were re-elected. The officials were be^d a great 
deal by T. A. Rahman, the former Mohun Ragan player 
from Calicut, who took over charge of the team last 
year. The coach recruited four players from his home 
State—Premnath Philip, Najeeb, Dinakaran and"Xavier 
Pius. Although the last one slipped out of his fingers, 
at the proverbial last minute, the club was still armed 
with three players who had proved their worth. 

Mohun Ragan lost Habib to Mohammedan Sporting 
because it did not want to keep Akbar. With the forward 
line thus strengthened, along with Latifuddin’s promis¬ 
ing brother Shujat coming in, the defence was sought 
to be bolstered by the inclusion of local players. Sama- 
resh Choudhury came in to keep the half-line strong and 
Mustafa, Gouranga Banerjee and Kishori Mondal were 
drafted in to bolster the defence. 

Such a list of players could certainly be expected 



One of the ‘Keralilex'-Najeeb. 


to give any team a run for its money. Thus, with great 
hopes, the players set off for the first major tournament 
of the season—the Sait Nagjee tournament in Calicut. 

Rut a rift had developed at the outset. Politics in 


. ' 1 

Rahman: 
They are 
after me 


T. A. Rahmm was tn Calkut 
till the tme of our going to prats. 
He was being pestered by Mbhd* 
mmedan Sporting officials to re* 
join the team, but Ho remained 
adamant, saying th<a he would 
consider the offer Only if he was 
allowed to take complete cKurge 
of the team. Our Madras corree- 
pendent, ASHOK KAMATH, got 
through to him over the telepho^. 
Here is the transcript of tmat 
Rahman had to sep. 

^liniEN MR. ZlAVODlN ' 
VV first approached me to Uhi*''* 
dertake the job of coach 
Mohammedan SportinjE, I was aot 
too keen to go to Cakiutta. t pro* 
ferred to remain and work in atP 
home State, Kerala. But tvhn 
a*s T refused the offer Initltdiy. et 
the bock of my mind T re 
that “rejuvenanng” O gliiffi . 
was down for the past tea 
or so was quite a chaUen^ 
was niainW this that 
agree finally last yethr. 



Rahthod'^t the crossroads, 
sbnal benefits were, end are. 

.‘’^WbUe.. iohi&fg., Mohatjunedati 
I;.liia4e it clear Hwt I 
noi^ be giveii e free hand to 
feswoii pie team end rehnild'H 
in tip ittigwier l thought fit. ! 
yidtdf-i looking >ror: joang 

potentiel so' lhat the 
tegp''omlo^ be moulded .into a 
ebinbliuilonu I bed. to 



when even Mohun Began had re¬ 
fused . him, he holds this against 
me. The fact is that Habib is no 
longer the player be was some¬ 
time ago. I was all for the inclu¬ 
sion or Habib's younger brother 
Akbar but it appeared that Akbar 
made it clear that it was either he 
and his brother together or nei¬ 
ther of them. So I had to give iu. 

"Another reason for ill feeling 
is die fact that I am a very strict 
disciplinarian. 1 believe in curfew 
sfftei- 10 p.m.—ail . lights otf. no 
boozing, no cabarets-, no nothing. 
Bver nnce I took over, { Rut thy 
foot down on waywardness off the 
field as much so on the fieiiL 

"Another point of difference 
oune during tte recent Salt Nag¬ 
jee tournament here in Calient. 
Premnath PhllHp and Naje^ were 
injured and I was against lUirdng. 
the two to play, ^ut Habib 
ed to think dlfferenthr. '', . 

“My going badf to Jls 

still an .open 

night (April %) trteedm ^ 

{ hoific.- summona. .from my club 
ut I madeott vecy ^riiitarIhigt H I 
hu to conttoue, I abd^ 



;tm my nedi iiS wbo, 
ob^acles to my 
rebuilding'the tedhi. 



the dub, unfortunately, percolated through to the rank 
and file. It was inevitaole that it would reach the players. 

It all began with Habib’s enti^. This player, a true 
professional in the sense that he gives of his best where* 
ver he is, got down to the task of moulding the team into 
a strong outfit 

In the process, however, he trod on the toes of 
Rahman—the man behind the construction of the team. 
Apparently, this was unintentional, but one disgruntled 
member of the club felt it was occassioned by the club's 
football secretary Mr Masood who does not see eye to 
eye with Rahman. 


But that was not to be. Chakravarty, gentleman that 
he is, did not wy anything when confronted with the 
.news that Habib was to take over his coveted mantle. 
The club authorities, bending over backwards to please 
Habib, did not even bring Chakravarty into confidence 
before announdng the new captain’s name. What ^ey 
did was to $ay that Chakravarty was being held up 
for a departmental examination in his office and since 
he would be missing the first match, Habib was being 
made captain “only for the Nagiee tourney’’. The 
wafer-thin excuse was too laughable to be contested. 
Everywhere, the practise is to tell the vice-captain to 
discharge,the duties of his leader till he returns to the 
side. 


The football secretary, who is supposed to tie all 
loose ends before, during and after practice sessions, as 
well as look after the players in every way, was now¬ 
here to be found when the team was getting into shape 
for the Nagjee fray. All the outstation players arrived 
late. Latifuddin and brother Shujat joined them directly 
at Calicut. 

Once there, Habib who was named captain, took 
charge of the team. He would coach the boys, admonish 
them if they did things wrong and generally tried to 
fill the rule of coach. While the Kerala players are re¬ 
portedly resentful over this, the Hyderabad camp is 
happy that their best player is in command. 

But where has this left Rahman, except high and 
dry? He is still in Calicut, perhaps licking his wounds 
and contemplating his next move. 

Rahman, forthright man, had dreamt of getting 
several major trophies for a club which has been in the 
dumps for a decade now. He had also planned his re¬ 
cruitments in this manner. But once that task was com¬ 
pleted, he found he was not wanted any more. 

Bahman is not the only one aggrieved. As the senior- 
most player yet to lead the side, stopper-back Ashok 
Chakravarty was in line for the captaincy this season. 
That was one of the reasons why he did not consider the 
possibility of joining or even negotiating with any other 
club. He was given to understand by every club official 
he met that his captainship was assured. 


The result of this was evident in Calicut itself. As 
our correspondent, Binoo K. Jolm, who covered the 
Nagjee competition confirms. “ Anyone who had closely 
watched the Mohammedan Sporting team will under¬ 
stand that it is composed of anything but a united 
bunch. The team was divided disninctly into two 
camps of the Malayalees and the Andhra players. 
Coach Rahman, Premnath Philip, Najeeb, Dinakar, 
Mustafa, Rajagopal and Khader were always seen as a 
group. In Calicut, he Malaylee group stayed on the 
third floor in the building where they were lodged, 
while the rest were on the second. 

“Even when the team went out for practice, led by 
Habib looking like a stern taskmaster, the Malayalees 
trailed behind as a bunch. Rahman never went with the 
team for the practice sessions. There, Habib was in 
complete charge, coaxing, scolding, talking in a harsh 
tone. Moreover, Habib looked down on the rest, which 
made most of them, particularly the youngsters, uneasy. 

“Football Secretary Masood and Habib formed the 
brain of the team. When a match was held up because 
of a drop in voltage, Habib was seen conferring with 
Masood and not Rahman, who was resting on a bench. 
And, after the ‘conference’, Najeeb was substituted by 
Amal Raj. The former is a Malayalee, while the latter 
is from Andhra.’’ 

S O MUCH FOR WHAT ACTUALLY TRANSPIRED IN 
Calicut. But that was only the first competition. The 
kind of ill-will it has generated has now forced the 



Goalkeeper* Nasir Ahmed of MohammvdanS. C. in art inn m the Na//j(’r tournavionl Imal, foilin/j JCVs 






The ‘lhidralmthcs'~Ilohib and Akbar. 

club to withdraw- from the Federation Cup. Again, the 
reason being given is not what actually seems to have 
caused this sudden volte face. 


When East Bengal made known its decision not to 
take part in India’s premier club competition, Mohun 
Bagan stated it would be unfeeling on their part not to 
go along with this decision. But, at that stage, Moham¬ 
medan Sporting had decided to go—despite the fact that 
the other two Calcutta sides had decided to boycott the 
event. 

Mohammedan S, C. let it be known that it had no 
quarrel with anyone in Assam and, besides, they need¬ 
ed this tournament to tune up the players for the long 
and strenuous league and IFA Shield competetions 
ahead. One felt there was reason in that feeling and the 
general West Bengal public let it go at that. But now, 
after faring quite creditably in the Nagjee, this with¬ 
drawal is raising a lot of eyebrows. 

The club executive decided not to send the team 
because some players were allegedly injured. While 
Akbar's is a genuine case—his leg was in piaster even 
before the Nagjee competition ended—that of the others 
.seems vague. Stopper-back Anwar Hussain had to rush 
back to Jamshedpur to be with his family after the trau¬ 
matic experience of a communal riot. But what about 
the others? The only other injury seems to ha e been 
sustained by Philip—but if the club says it has no re¬ 
placement, that would be a travesty of the truth. 

The fact is, most of the players were reluctant to 
go to Gauhati from the very beginning. They conten¬ 
ded that the Federation competition would 
be too much of a strain for them because it would I^ave 
no breathing time before the Calcutta league started. 
Yet another factor—and certainly the one that tilted 
the balance—weighed heavily on the minds of the offi¬ 
cials. This was the growing rift between the “rtvar* 
groups among the players. 

Cajoling the Kerala players to come back may not 


have been too much of a problem if the treatment 
meted out to Bahman had been less harsh. But, as 
things stood, bringing over mure than a couple before 
the Federation Cup was an impossibility. Even as late 
as April 27, none of the Kerala players had turned up. 

Nor did Rahman. Obviously, Rahman holds com¬ 
plete sway over this group of players. It is quite possi¬ 
ble that if the club authorities do not appease him in 
some way or other—and soon—there is little likelihood 
of the Kerala footballers doing duty for Mohammedan 
Sporting. After all, all contracts have loopholes. 

Reportedly, there had been trouble between Rah¬ 
man and Masood in the last season but the good offices 
of the people at the helm averted a crisis. This year, 
when Rahman succeeded in getting the cream of Kerala 
football over to Mohammedan Sporting, his stock 
appeared to be quite high. 

But now, a showdown seems to be in the offing. 
The Calcutta league starts on May 9 and Mohammedan 
S.C. will begin its campaign in the third week of the 
same month. While in the initial matches, even a dep¬ 
leted side could take care of the maximum points that 
accrue from each victory, the crunch will come in early 
June, when the "tough" matches start. 

This year, Mohammedan Sporting have a very 
favourable draw. The Mohun Bagan-East Bengal tia 
comes off before Mohammedan S.C, take on either of 
the Big Two. But his great psychological advantage will 
go to waste if the problems within are not sorted out 
much beforehand. 

One is sure there is wiser counsel at hand. Rappro¬ 
chement is the only way out. If Rahman is made the 
effective coach and Habib captain, it will mean that 
Ashoke Chakravarty will be left in he lurch. But this is a 
small evil compared to the crime of destroying a com¬ 
petition-winning combination that has been built up 
with $0 much labour of love. 

ARIJIT SEN, Calcutta 





Maidan musings 



Surojil Smtiupia - hark lo llir r/arnc. 


^unuaii acnuuriA ia 
back from a weU deser¬ 
ved rest-cum-holiday in 
Simla as part of his post- 
appendix-operation theraphy. 
Returing to Calcutta meant 
returning to football—no 
matter if East Bengal wore 
playing elsewhere. Perhaps 
treating it as a tuning in 
to the game, Surojit turned 
out for his team, State 
Bank of India, in the office 
league. He was obviously 
not yet in trim, because .his 
team went down to Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation 
by a lone goal A large 
crowd of his supporters 
turned up to cheer him' on. 
He had to struggle to get 
away from them on the 
open High Court ground 
after the match. One of 
those who helped him out 
was former international 
and East Bengal player, 
Sunil Bhattacharjee, who 
was also in the SOI team. 

A fter a morning 

ses.sion of practice, 
Mohun Dagan's coach F. K. 
Banerjce told Bidesh Bose, 
Compton Dutta and Shyamal 
Banerjee, the players who 
were in the squad for the 
Asian Games: “The public 
sympathy you enjoyed all 
these days will not be there 
now that you have played 
for India. Before you were 
selected, they could say that 
in.ju.sticc was being done to¬ 
wards you, that you had a 
lot of potential but were 
still not given a chance. 
But now the story is diffe¬ 
rent. You will be marked 
and whenever you make a 
mistake the people would 
be at your throats. Now 
you don’t have any fight 
to make any silly mistakes.” 

S ATYAJIT MITRA, 
could not assist his 
team. East Bengal, in the 
south Indian tournaments 
as he is still suffering from 
fever. One of his club’s offi¬ 


cials said; “The doctors are 
not sure what is wrong with 
him, but he is suffering 
from fever regularly, and 
they think it might be jaun¬ 
dice.” Another said: ‘‘It 
might be malaria.” When 
asked if his absence was 
felt at Nagjce they were 
non-committal: “Unless the 
reports come in, we cannot 
say anything. Paresh Saha, 
the club’s football Secre¬ 
tary. will come back and 
submit a report. Only than 


can we say what happened." 

S UDROTO BHATTACHAR- 
jee, it seems, has not 
cooled down as yet. One 
day during a practice match 
Manash Bhattacharjee re¬ 
ceived the ball on the right 
flank and faced a one-to-one 
situation with Subroto. Both 
were speeding towards the 
goal, Subroto was behind 
Manash when suddenly 
Manash slopped on the 
spot, with the ball, whereas 



puoroio uia not loiiow wion 
happened and contilHiM 
running the way be Wat 
going. The spectators pt»- 
sent at the ground applau¬ 
ded Manash’s feat. Suhrolo 
did not take this kindly 
and charged toward 
Manash. Some of the play¬ 
ers called out “Bablu”, the 
pet name of Subroto 
Sudden realisation inc 
have dawned as Soliu ' 
stopped in his track—thus' 
avoiding what could have - 
been an uncalled-for ind-: 
dent. 

D ilip palit, the 

newly appointed captain, 
of Mohun Bagan is very 
clear-headed about his new 
role. As he elaborated: ‘‘I 
joined the club in 1973, and 
from that time I have stay¬ 
ed on. In fact I never evten 
thought of leaving the club. 

I was just a player in 1875, 
1 am still the same- Mv 
relation with the club eifi 
dais and my co-players re¬ 
main as they were before. 

I have been made the cap¬ 
tain due to mv seniority in 
the team. I continue to re¬ 
main the same man, but 
now I have the added res¬ 
ponsibility of helping in 
building the spirit df the 
team, on and off the field. 

A fter the rover.s 

Cup, Ulaganathan had 
gone to his home town, 
Bangalore. He has returned 
after a long holiday, and 
is finding it difficult to fit 
in with the others, who 
have already gone through 
a lot of practice. “Ulaga 
should undergo more prac¬ 
tice than what the other 
players are doing now,” said 
an official only balf- 
jokingly. 

S WAPAN NANDY (21), 
the plnyer who impres¬ 
sed the soccer pundits last 
year assisting Kidderpore, 
has joined Mohun Bagan 
this year. The level-headed 
Swapan said; “I know I 
have taken a risk by com¬ 
ing over to Mohun Bagan. 
It will be very difficult for 
me to find a place in the 
team at this moment. But 
it is a privilege to play 
alongside good players. I 
want to stay in the team for 
at least two lo throe years, 
by which time I will defini¬ 
tely improve. The senior 
p1a.vers treat me like their 
younger brother and I have 
no difficultv in pla.ying with 
them." Swapan’s modesty 
is quite in keeping with 
the reality for he play-s in 
the mid field and his team 
has two of the host inedios 
in the country, Pra.sun Ba- 
nerjet. and Gaiitam Sarkar. 


r* 





News: National 


STAFFORD CUP 

Calcutta 
still on 
downhill 

O'HE KSCA STADIUM IN BANGA- 
* lore did not reverberate with the 
tiamc thunderous applause and 
cheerings as it did on Monday. Ins¬ 
tead. a pall of gloom descended 
because the local heroes, Indian 
Telephone Industries, whose stock 
had gone up after their triumph 
over East Bengal, were beaten hands 
down by Goa’s plum side Dempo by 
a brace of goals in the Stafford 
Challenge Cup soccer tournament on 
May 2, 

The telephone makers were the 
pre-match favourites and they began 
so well that it looked as if they 
would sweep Dempo off their feet. 
But when the entire defence was 
beaten, Dempo goalkeeper Eugenio 
stood like a rock thwarting all 
attempts. 

His display inspired the Dempo 
forwards to click in the .second ses¬ 
sion. Within 10 minutes of resump¬ 
tion, they had won the glittering 
Cup. The first goal had luck writ¬ 
ten all over it. An intended pass 
to Dionisio from Alex Miranda was 
deflected bjr Telephone skipper 
Kumar into his own goal, with cus¬ 
todian Sundarc.san watching help¬ 
lessly. Before Telephones could re¬ 
cover, Dempo struck again when 
the brilliance of Francis D’Sousa 
paved the way for Joseph Machado 
to ram home a beauty. 


Dempo’s display was akin to that 
of East Bengal. But, whereas the 
Calcutta side were not prepared to 
take a crack at the target unless 
they were absolutely sure, the 
Dempo side did not hesitate. That 
is have they were able to apply to¬ 
tal pressure on ITI in the second 
session. 

T he STAFFORD CHALLENGE 
Cup Soccer Tournament, the 
Blue Riband of southern India 
soccer, was revived in Bangalore 
after a lapse of three years. Even 
though many noted teams kept away 
for reasons best known to them¬ 
selves, soccer of the highest order 
was seen during the 19-day pro¬ 
gramme. An added attraction 
to-this year’s tournament was the 
participation of the plum of Cal¬ 
cutta soccer scene. East Bengal, 
the first team from the Mecca of 
Indian football to play in Bangalore 
after Mohammedan Sporting had 
done so in the early sixties. 

While most of the seedings work¬ 
ed out, little fancied Electronics and 
Radar Development Establishment 
of Bangalore made quite an impact 
in the tourney. First they served a 
rude jolt to local top-notchers Con- 
trollerate of Inspection Electronics 
and then knocked out fancied Indian 
Air Force, New Delhi, 2-1. But they 
lost S-2 to the might of East Bengal 
in the quarter-final. 

With the withdrawal of Titanium, 
Rovers Cup champion Dempo Sports 
Club met a weaker Tata Sports Club 
from Bombay and defeated them 
by a brace of goals. These two 
^uarter-ifinal matches were compara¬ 
tively one-sided with both East Ben¬ 
gal and Dempo playing with utmost 
ease. 

The third quarter-final between 
local heroes Indian Telephone Indu.s- 


tries and Bombay’s Orkay Mills pro¬ 
vided the fans all the thrills they 
asked for. For the telephone 
makers, this was a battle to avenge 
their previous defeats. The match 
rose to dizzy heights with rival for¬ 
wards going all out for a goal and 
the defenders thwarting their 
attempts and when it looked like a 
drawn encounter, ITI’s diminutive 
striker Rajasthan scored a wonderful 
goal and put his team into the semi¬ 
final. 

The Iasi quarter-final saw Mafat- 
lal defeat Hindusthan Aeronautics 
SU but they bad to fight for the vic¬ 
tory. Two of the goals Mafatlal 
scored were born on Ue lap of dame 
fortune. 


T he stage was set for 

battle royal when Calcutta giant 
Cast Bengal took on the telephone- 
makers in the first semi-final and 
Dempo played Harwood League 
champions Mafatlal in the other. The 
first-leg clash between ITI and Ea.9t 
Bengal disappointed over 40,0U0 
spectators as both the teams chose 
to play defensive, each respecting 
the other’s prowess too much. As a 
result mid-field play was dominant 
and not a single goal came even 
after 90 minutes’ play. 

But the clash between Mafatlal 
and Dempo was a lively one. The 
Goans played a superb game but 
then the Mafatlal side was depleted 
because of injuries to too many in 
their ranks. Nevertheless the two 
Thapas—Ranjit and Ratan—along 
with Rawat saw the Matatlai were 
in the right till the long whistle. 

Dempo were quick in passing md 
exploited the huge gaps in the 
Mafatlal defence and bulged the 
nets four times. Francis D’Souza (2), 
Dionizio Trinidade and Babu Arlokar 
Were the scorers. But this defeat 
Was not disgraceful for Matatlai 
who should have scored goali on a 
number of occasions. They simply 
did not have the luck. Twice the 
crossbar and twice Dempo cu-stodian 


TH THE REVIVAL OF STAR- 
ford Cup tournament the 
trouble in the sports arena also 
shot up. At least on three days 
the police bad to hurst tear-gas 
shells to restore peace. Ontheuat 
occasion the refusal by referee 
Nataraj to award a goal for Raja¬ 
sthan Armed Constabulary against 
Mafatlal saw the spectators throw 
chairs and other missiles on the 
pitch and force the abandonment 
of the match with Mafatlal op by 
3-1. In the. replay Mafatlal drub¬ 
bed RAC 8-1. Cancellation of the 
LRDE-IAF match without prior 
notice incited the crowd to set 
fire to the booths and stands and 
on person, was injured, but the 
worst incident was during the 
rain-marred East Bengal and 


Telephones match. 

After 17 minutes of play the 
soccer oiiidals called off the match 
due to rain and announced that 
the match would be replayed on 
the hex’ day at reducM Tates. 
The crowd dM not like this and 
took the law into their own hands. 
Police who kept cool for a long 
time finally resorted to a 
farthi-efaarge and when they found 
the situation was going out 
of their hands they began 
to burst tear-gass shells and 
brought the mob under con¬ 
trol after nearly two hours. Un- 
e^cted crowds, forced the KSCA 
ofndals to shift the venue from 
the footbaff stadium to the cricket 
stadium where over 50.000 specta¬ 
tors could witness the matches. 


Mob violence caused over Rs 
30,000 damage to the stadium. 

'THE SUPERSTITION THAT 
haunts Calcutta soccer clubs 
seems to have spread to Banga¬ 
lore. The teams concerned in 
the Stafford Cup final, Dempo 
and ITI were reluctant to take 
the field first. Apparently, both 
believed that the team which en¬ 
tered first would lose the match. 

After repeated warnings by 
ofiSdals and the [referee, who 
threatened to take disdplinary 
action against the teams, Dempo 
took the field 25 minutes after 
the scheduled time of kick-off. 
Will Dempo, who have put the 
superstition to naught by win¬ 
ning the trophy, now forget this 
hokus pokus? 





Eugejio stood between tbem and a 
goal. 

But what Mafatlal did after this 
was not an act of sportsmanship. 
Having suffered a (M defeat, they 
chose to cry off and did not play 
the second kg. 

Twe second-leg semi-final 

A between East Bengal and ITI 
was an eventful one. For the first 
time in the history of Bangalore the 
soccer fans went berserk when a 
torrential downpour prevented play 
after 17 minutes. With hooliganism 
taking the upper hand police swung 
into action and burst over 40 rounds 
of tear-gas shells and some hand- 
grenades and the organisers imme¬ 
diately reduced the rates for the 
third meeting between the giants of 
the Indian soccer scene. 

The Kdrnataka Cricket Associa¬ 
tion Stadium was bursting at seams 
even before the commencement of 
the match and over 50,0.00 fans bad 
occupied every inch available. 

On this day it was soccer par 
excellence. The men front Bengal 
played with a professional approach 
while Telephones were more cuiuip- 
ped to create tearaways moves. East 
Bengal linkman Manjit Singh and 
Pratanta Banerjcc kept their for¬ 
ward pack of Subhas Bhowmik, 
Shabbir All, Harjinder - Singh and 
Mihir Bose, always on the move and 
Cast Bengal called the tune in mid¬ 
field play with their superior ball- 
control. But they failed to get the 
better of a tenacious Telephones de¬ 
fence of Kanthraj. Aslam Khan, 
Mohankumar and Prakash, who did 
overtime to keep their citadel intact. 

Telephones knew it was hard to 
beat East Bengal in their -own game 
and chose to adopt long and hefty 
clearances that tore the Calcutta 
side’s defence many times. But 
Bhaskar Ganguly in the goal and de¬ 
fenders, Chinmoy Chatterjee and 
Manoranajn Bhattacharjee, stood 
their ground well. 

ITI struck a purple patch some¬ 
where in the second stanza and 
Mohendraprasad chased in on a 
wonderful lob from deep-defender 
Prakash and sealed the fate of 
fam^ East Bengal. Prakash, after 
getting the better of East Bengal’s 
Harjinder Singh, sprinted towards 
the ’right flank and from almost 
near the flag sent the ball dipping 
into the East Bengal goalmouth. 
Uncharacteristically three Bengal 
defenders.—Chatterjee, Bhatfadier- 
jee and Shyamal Ghose— converged 
on Rajshekar leaving a wide gap in 
the left flank. Even before Bhgskar 
Ganguli could see him Maheadra- 
prasad pounced on the ball and jab¬ 
bed into the goal and immediately a 
thunderous roar erupted into Uie air 
and mob frenzy broke out. 

It must be said to the credit of 
East Bengal that they never threw 
in the towel and fortunately for the 


Telephones Last Bengal had in them 
an off-colour David Williams. For 
this man cost them the match when 
with an untenanted goal in front of 
him he traded power for direction 
and let go a golden opportunity 
and as Williams went- rolling on the 
ground in dismay came the long 
whistle from referee Sbetty and East 
Bengal, making their debut in the 
tournament, made their exist sadly. 

E ast Bengal manager 

Paresh Saha said after the 
match: “We are still struggling 
to get our forwards play in unison. 
You see the last date for transfer 
was March IS and we had hardly 
six days’ practice before wc left fpr 
Calicut for the Nagjee tourney. 
There also we found our forwards 
failing to score and Bhaskar Gan¬ 
guli made a costly mistake. But 
with the arrival of Arun Ghosh, our 
coach, we thought the things would 
go better but tnen Telephones play¬ 
ed better and we lost". 

Many soccer fans feK that David 
Williams would have spelt more 
danger than veteran Subash Bhow¬ 
mik. Even Bhowmik displayed 
glimpses of the form that made, him 
an international agile, ITT defenders 
got the better of him and again 
and there was a general feeling 
thrit East Bengal overdid their 
short-passing. The very fact that 
there were very few attempts at the 
goal speaks of that. 

On the other hand, the ITT players 
took a crack at the goal every time 
they found themselves within the 
striking range and always put East 
>»“ngal under pressure. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Bangalore 


FEDERATION CUP 

Fitful start 

qpHOUGH IT MAY BE DIFFICTTI.T 
^ to prove that two important 
meinberR of the All-India Football 
Federation executive are pulling in 
diametrically opposite directions It 
can be said on the basis of what ob¬ 
tains at Gauhati that they are not 
pulling together. And the sufferers 
from this lack of synchronisation of 
the efforts of president Mr. Nurul 
Amin and secretary Mr A. T. Vijaya- 
rangam are the Gauhati Sports Asso¬ 
ciation and the Assam Football 
Aasociation who have undertaken to 
host the third Federation Cup 
tournament 

The organisers here had to first 
put off the start of the tournament 
for four days from April 18 to 22 to 
accommodate their counterparts in 
Bangalore and Kerala since several 
teams entered for the Federation 
Cup were playing in the South. The 
later start apparently was on the 
advice of the AIFF secretary. 



3CT forward Parmbtder Singh in 
front of the Assam Pptlea goclmonih. 
JCT won S-0. 


But at the moment of writinf 
(Monday, April 30) the tournament 
was limping along in fits and starts. 
Only four matches were gone throHfl( 
in the Brst seven days, and the neirt 
seven days threatened to have as 
many blank days. While the belated 
withdrawal of Mohadunedan Sport¬ 
ing, though an unpleasant shock, did 
not unduly affect the schedule of 
matches, the non-arrival in time of 
Orkay Mills, Premier Tyres, Mafatlal 
Group, Vasco, Dempo and Indian 
Telephone Industries (the winners In 
the inaugural year 1977) has had flie 
oifidals here scratching their heeds 
and groping for a way out tha 
enforced impasse. 

The withdrawal of Mohammedan 
Sporting reduced Group I to three 
teams, and perhaps cost Rajasthan 
Police an outside, chance of reach¬ 
ing the quarter-finals. For, if tbmt 
had met the Calcutta side and put 
>t acrns.s them, the latter would 
have had to defeat both Oil India 
and South-Central Railway. In that 
event Raiasthan Police may have 
ninped Oil India on goal difference 
the second spot from this group. 

But that was not to be, and Rajas¬ 
than Police are out of the tourna¬ 
ment. They bad rallied from two 
goals down to take a point off Oil 
India of Duliajan. At the receiving 
end for much of the first half, they 
fought back to snatch a goal 
through Lai Ohand Just before the 
interval and the equaliser, thraugh 
Megan Singh midway through the 
second half with a feeble try. The 
policemen from Jaipur had fallaa 
in arrears when Mukibnr Rahman 
made the most of a pass from Amal 
Phukan in the 16th minute and 
Amal Phukan himself found the 
net in the 36th minute. ^But Rajas¬ 
than Police used their speed, long 
passes and their height to come 
abreast. 



An acrobatic save bv Svrjit Singh of JCT from the feet of S. Sangam of Assam Police. JCT won 3-0. 


Bajasthan Police seemed intent on 
repeating this performance when 
they recovered from an early goal 
by South-Central Railway’s Shoukat 
to draw level through Sushil Kumar 
in another ten minutes. But they 
could not do much to fathom their 
rivals’ tactics. They were thrown 
out of stride when South-Central 
slackened the pace and conceded 
three more goals in the second half, 
Choudhury, Pratap Sedan and Vivc- 
kanandan being the marksmen, to 
bow out with a 1-4 defeat. 

With this victory South-Central 
Railway came back into the reckon¬ 
ing, though it must be admitted that 
<t was the withdrawal of Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting that paved the way foi 
their advance to the quarter-finals, 
South-Central, with a fair blend of 
youth and experience, had fared 
none too well in the opening match 
of the tournament against Oil India 
and lost by two clear goals. 

The match flopped after all the. 
pomp and show of the opening cere¬ 
mony—Assam’s minister for sport, 
Mr K. C. Gogoi inaugurated the 
tournament—though Oil India had 
the edge through their speed and 
willingne.ss to move about. The win¬ 
ners had enough chances to score 
before they eventually did in the 
33rd minute through skipper Rcbati 
Phuk.in, who found the net after the 
his fir.st effort, a pile-driver, had been 
kept out by goal-keeper Moosa. Amal 
Phukan’s goal in the 68th minute 
came as a welcome relief to the 
beleaguered Oil India deep defence. 

Oil India finished with three 
points at the head of Group I and 
SoiithOntral Railway finished second 
with two points. Rajasthan Police 
gained just a point. 

The three-team Group III also 
should have been completed before 
the first week. But the delay in the 
arrival of Vasco has allowed only 
the game between Sail Nagjee win¬ 
ners .lagaljit Cotton and Textiles 
Mills and Assam Police to be play¬ 
ed. It was a far better and more 
evenly contested encounter than the 
sioreline of three-nil in favour of 



Assam Sports Minister, K. C. Gogoi, kicks the bail watched by AIFF 
President Nurul Amin (extreme right) among others, to ‘open* the 
tournament 



J.C.T. would suggest. The Phagwara 
side wertf without their stalwart, 
Inder Singh. But then they didn’t 
have his services when they 
defeated Mohammedan Sporting 
in the Sait Nagiee final a^so. 

Border .Securily Foree. who de¬ 
feated a depleted J.C.T. in the final 
of the Sree Narayau Guru tourna¬ 
ment at Cannanore, had a warm-up 
match in the toughest of all the 
groups. They easily disposed of 
Shillong XI by six goal.s to one, witli 
Nand Kishore getting three goals. 
Balkumar Guriing two and Narindcr 
Gurung one. while Athiba equali.^ed 
in tile llth minute to raise some 
feeble hope eariv. Mafallal and 
Dt-mpo are the other two teams 
this group. 


A CORRESPONDENT, Gauhati 




Kultar Singh (JCT)—three in « row 

/ifirtinct AvQ^*yt 








South must 
revive club 
football 

G. M. BASHA 

S HEIKH ABDULLA HAD JUST HANDED OVER THE 
handsome Santosh trophy to Gautam Sarkar. The 
jubilant Bengal team was on a victory lap. There was 
ft wave of argument rising from the stands of the 
Srinagar sports stadium wketimr the linesman’s didsion 
was correct in nuRifjing a good looldng goal of Goa 
allowed by the referee or whether the referee was right 
in allowing himself to be over ruled by the linesman. 

Who was right or who was wrong is not important. 
How the Goan players and their coach Joseph Rathnam 
felt at being deprived of their maiden victory also did 
not matter. Nothing could prevtmt Bengal taking home 
the trophy for the eighteenth time. 

When calm settled on the stadium, a searching ques¬ 
tion came to mind: Why this victory did not come the 
way of Andhra Pradesh or Karnataka or Kerala or Tamil 
Nadu? A long time has passed since Andhra Pradesh 
had won the National Champion.shiu in 1965, Karnataka 
in 19®, and Kerala in 1973. Tamil Nadu had been the 
ksing tinali.st in 1972. Was another victory going to be 
a far cry for any of these Southern States? 

When I read about Ahmed Khan refusing to re- 
mini.sce in the game {Sportsworld Feb. 28, 1979— 


Consumer Council of India Survey reveals 

ONLY HLRBS PROTECT TEETH 
FROM DENTAL DISEASES 

Toothpaste 

has the herbal 
and medicinal properties 
ofneem. 



Neem 

toothpaste- 
for complete dental 

hygiene ^ product of Calcutta Chemical 
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Old is Sometimes Sour) for me the scene shifted to 
Bombay for the Rovers Cup of 1948. The great Aluned 
Khan, whose dribbling with the ball was likened to the 
rhythm and tempo of Rubenstein’s music, was the 
architect of a groat victory of another great team,* the 
Bangalore Muslims. 

On the same cup, prominently engraved is the name 
of a classic team of the South, the Hyderabad Gly 
Police, who in the Fifties were r^oned as the embodi¬ 
ment of Indian football, very mudi of course to the 
diagrin of Bengal. While Bangalore Muslims by its 
victory in 1937 became the first Civilian side to win the 
cup. Hyderabad Police created, perhaps, an all-time 
record by their five victories in a row, from 1950-’54. 

But isn't it an irony of fate that while one of the 
1948 finalists, the Bangalore Muslims now languish in 
obscurity, the other team Mohun Bagan still reigns su^ 
reme in Indian football? What chreumstanoes brought 
Bangalore Muslims down and what factors keep Mdhun 
Bagan up is for us to investigate. Therein we may find 
ai reason or two for the plight in which all the dubs in 
the South, like the Bangalore Muslims, find themselves. 

The up-to^ate record of what the teams from the 
Southern States have achieved in the major tournaments 
of the country is given below. 

Andhra Pradesh : Rovers Cup, Bombay—^Hyderabad 
City Police—Winners from 1950-54 (five years in a row) 
and in 1957. EME Centre, (Secunderabad)—Winners in 
1961. 

DCM Football Tournament, Delhi—C.P.L. (Central 
Police Lines) Hyderabad—^Winners in 1959. 

Karnataka :* Rovers Cup—Bangalore Muslims— 
Winners in 1937, 1938 and 1948. 

DCM Tournament—^Aryan Gymkhana—Winners in 
1953. 

Federation Cup—Indian Telephone Industries— 
Winners in 1977, 

Tamo Nadu : Rovers Cup—^WIMCO, Madra.s— 
Losing finatist in 1951. 

Durand Football Tournament, Delhi — M.R.C. Wel¬ 
lington—Winners in 1955 and 1958. 

Knala: Gold Cup Tournament, Darjeeling— 

Premier Tyres—Joint winners with Eastern Command in 
1977 (the first-ever Kerala team to win anything outside 
the State). 

In the I.F.Au Shield TournanioiU of Calcutta, only 
Hyderab^ Police figured in the final once and a Banga¬ 
lore Combined XI in the semi-finai once. 


B ARRING A FEW NAMES, TEAMS I’ROM THE 
South have- not made any impression at the national 
level even though the game in the South i$ popular as 
ever. Kerala's interest in football could lie rated next 
to that of Bengal. Karnataka had been a major con¬ 
tributor of players to the national team and to the 
Calcutta clubs. Andhra Pradesh had once been the 
pioneers of the modern game and scientifii: training 
methods in the country. Tamil Nadu has had a high 
reputation for skilful and intelligent soccer. 

It is not that steps to improve the game are not 
taken. The League and Cup method, univos.iRy employ¬ 
ed to develop the game, are also followiMi here. All the 
States hold league tournaments, di.slrict-Y/isr- if not 
centrally. The Staflord CTtallenge Cup of Bangalore, 
started in 1934. is the oldest tournament of South India. 
Sait Nagjee Tournament of Calicut has just celebrated 
the Silver Jubilee Year. Nizam Gold Cup was held last 
year at Hyderabad for ihe nineteenth time. Tamil Nadu 
Shield tournament has been going on since 1956. District 
Football Associations of Tiruchi. Madurai and Coimbatore 



conduct very popular tournaments attracting up-country 
teams. 

Innumerable players have flowed, as it were, in a 
stream that did proud to their States and dominated the 
football scene in the country. If Andhra Pradesh could 
rattle off names like Azeez, Noor, Yousuf Khan and 
Balaram, Karnataka couM recite the names of Vardaraj, 
Basheer, Ahmed Khan, Sattar, Raman and Sbanmugam. 

Keratites Saleh, (late) Papan, Chandrashekar and 
Rahman projected the name of their state prominently. 
Tamil Nadu is proud of their players J. Kittu, Thangaraj 
and Simon Sunderraj. The country has honoured 
Balaram, Yousuf Khan, Peter Thangaraj and Syed 
Nayeerauddin all of whom hail from Qie South. There 
were many more players who faded away before the 
Government instituted the awards. 

Indeed a rich haul for history tp record. But history 
docs not seem to inspire the Southern States any more. 
With a handful of good players, a few good teams and 
the rest far behind they look less likely to add anything 
to their history in due course. 

Industrialisation in the country has brought about a 
change in the football scene. Players arc able to find 
employment easily in the large number of faHories and 
Covernnieiu establishments that come forward to sponsor 
teams. Securing employment through football is easier 
than through a degree from the college. The rise in the 
number ot such teams is staggering. For instance, in 
Bangalore, 30 years ago there were just three teams 
(Binny Mills, Government F,lectric Factory, Sullivan 
Police). Their number now is ten times more. And 
more want to come in. The same picture exists in the 
other Southern States as well. We have teams raised 
by industrial concerns, teams raised by Police, Services, 
Railways. Banks and by tiovernraent establishments. 

It was, probably, thought that by raising such teams 
and by providing employment to players, all problems of 
football could be solvt'd. The player has, now the drive 
necessary to improve his game. He is freed from the 
anxiety of maintaining his family ab<»vc the line of 
want. He gets his playing kit free. He tours places with 
the team, enjoys the benefits of good living, pockets 
some extra money, and waits for other benefits from 
employer — a present or a raise in salary — if his team 
wins the tournament. When he quits the game he has 
the job to look after the security of the family. At the 
same time, employers are allowed to feel that they 
have done a service to society (by giving employment 
to the player) and service to the game helping it to 
raise its standard. 

S O FAR SO GOOD, BUT THE QUESTION IS IWHE- 
ther the objective has been achieved? How far has 
the player developed technically and how high has the 
standard of football gone? To a player, these days, find¬ 
ing a job has become the ultimate aim for him to be 
achieved in football. He looks twice the player he is 
before be finds a job in a factuiv or an establishment. 
Once he ts in, his perspective of the whole thing chang¬ 
es. The first and the foremost thought that comes to his 
mind, and naturally so, i$ that he has found security in 
life. Football takes the second place in his order of 
things. No longer is there the need for him to improve 
his game for he knows his place is safe in the team. If 
he is sidelined he couldn’t care less. 

Football or no football the job is there. He knows 
that he could be thrown out of the team not his job. 
Only the more ambitious of the players are serious 
cbout their game. They train hard but are always on 
the look-out either to shift to another factory for more 
money or look for an opening in Calcutta football. But 
the vast majority of the players lemain content with 
their game, with their team and the small mercies and 
fringe tenefits they get as members of the team. 

The other side of the picture is emially revealing. 
The employers have to make do with the players they 


have employed, and play them regulai ly irrespective of 
their performance. The playris cannot be replaced be¬ 
cause that would mean taking in more players. There 
aren’t that many vacancies If at the time of recruit¬ 
ment, selection of the players had not been done cor¬ 
rectly, the team strength suffers further. If the good 
ones leave, the disgust of the employers towards foot- 
balltft s incrcasc.s. 

While 1 was in Culc'ulta lately, a youngster came to 
me for my autograph. Casually 1 asked him if he play¬ 
ed football. He said, ‘Yes’, what was hLs favourite 
club? ‘East Bengal’, he said. Asked if he would like to 
play for Mohun Bagan, he said ‘never’. He was so defi¬ 
nite and decisive about the choice that J could at once 
see the sparkle in his eyes and the creCtness of his 
proud neck while putting on the colours of the club, if 
at all he did. 

In Bengal, you will find that if a boy plays football 
he plays with a purpo.se and that purpose is to wear the 
colours of his dream team either Monun Bagan or East 
Bengal. This is the motive .with which he tries to make 
himself a player equal to the high standard required by 
these clubs. The extent to which these name.s hold the 
imagination of the youngsters is unbclicvabjie. 

I>o you find such motivation in our boys, elsewhere, 
anywhere in the country? There, a boy would surely 
say he would play for ‘any’ team that gives him a job, 
no matter which team it is, Tatas or Mafatlal, l.T.l. or 
J.C.T., Premiers or Tubes. 

N ot ALL BOYS CAN GET THE CHANCE TO PLAY 
for the big clubs of Calcutta. All the .same, the 
hope remains with the boys that some day he might get 
his chance, provided he remained in the game and 
worked harder and harder to keep himself fit to accept 
that chance. Take the case of Pradeep Chowdhury who 
hailed from Bengal, played all his football in Bombay 
and even earned his colours lor the country from that 
State. But when the call came he left a lucrative job 
with Tatas, and all security that means, to join Mohun 
Bagan. He was not even sure of a regular plaa- in the 
team. He even forced him.self to accept a much inferior 
job in Calcutta. All this was due to the inner urge he 
hid deep down his heart all those years. 

We find .a very large numbi'r of institution team.'! 
in Calcutta but they are not allowed to play in the 
Calcutta League, I.F.A. Shield and other As.s<tciation 
tournaments ncld in the country.^ In other words, they 
are not registered as club leam.s.'AM teams in the Cal¬ 
cutta League are of private origin thoiigh a few service 
teams have been included for historical reasons. The 
institutions have their own office Icague.s to play, using 
the players they have employed. But ihe sam*' players 
are free to register themselves with private clubs for 
playing in association tournaments. This, it seems l.s 
a sensible arrangement between the players, the institu¬ 
tions and the football association. 

The .systei'i has served Bengal .so well llmt it con¬ 
tinues to keep the state on top of Indian football. A 
change in the Southern States on the pattern of Bengal 
IS desirable, where club teams have ceased to exist and 
the assodation league tournaments look very .similar to 
the office leagues of Calcutta. In giving a fair trial to 
the system we would be whipping up popular interests 
in the game, With more number of players available to 
choose from, club teams will be strong. The level of 
competition is hound to rise which, in turn, would raise 
the standard of tiie game. Club colours do give pride 
and ambition to the player.' 

The problem is being viewed from this angle for 
the first lime. It might look revolutionary and even 
rebellious. I grew up in club football and am now sen- 
ing the game through institutional football. The link 
that I have with both, entitles me to talk with first 
hand information and a certain authorit.v. Revival of 
club football seems to me a good proposition to arrest 
the decline in footbhll iu the South. 









Profiles 


Hughes: 
Uneasy 
lies the 
head... 

JOHN BENAUD 

I T IS EASY TO FEEL SOBRY 
for Kim Hu(ilu*s. the new 
Australiim ruptain. He has such 
gentle features, the soft blond locks, 
the smooth boyish face, that when 
malli.is of cricket leave him groggy 
and l/eatcn, the natural instinct of 
the,observer is to share his grief. 

On his way to realising his earliest 
dream, this place in cricket history 
next to such notables as Sir llonald 
Bradman, Lindsay Hassett, Richie 
Benaud, Ian Craig and Ian Chappell, 
Hughes knew sadness. Much of it 
self inflicted. So many times the 
young Hughes’ lender 25 years came 


against him—he says “1 am my 
own worst enemy. Often 1 get 
myself out. I am too rash. My 
personality is reflected in my cri> 
cket.” Too true. Potentially great 
innings have been suddenly guillo¬ 
tined with an impetuous sla.sh. It 
cost him dearly, first on the ill-fated 
tour to England with the Austra¬ 
lians when the Packer plague took 
over. Then in the West I^ies with 
Simpson's men. 

How young Hughes hated that 
England tour, with all its ghastly 
backdoor dealings. He felt his 
early tour form was adequate to get 
him into the Tests alongside the 
more established stars—in place of 
any one of the many failures. Yet 
he playtHl only in the last—but had 
scores of 80 vs Kent, 51 vs Glou¬ 
cester, 60 vs MCC, 95 Vi, Notts, 92 
vs Derby, 89 vs Lancs. But I 
wonder...had he really done enough. 
Maybe he could have taken Doug 
Walters' spot, but...Hughes did 
have his chances in the one-day 
games for the Prudential Trophy, 
and t: i!ed. Greg Chappell and 
company may have well been riglit- 
he was still not ready. 

As it was, he failed in the Fifth 
Test. Deadly Derek Underwood 
beat his plunging bat countless 
limes. You could see the young¬ 
ster’s nerves .strangling bis natural 
strokeplay. It was hard not to feel 
sorrow for him. So keen to do well. 


desperate to justify his own hidden 
feelings that he deserved this spot, 
a non-Packer man among the 
Packer men. He made one. That 
was The Oval, 1977. 

The 1978 tour to the West Indies 
was as bad, demoralising not only 
from the Packer aspect again, but 
this time Hughes suffered ill 
health. I went' with the Australians 
to visit the youngster in hospital 
on the tiny island of St Kilts. He 
had his appendix taken out. The 
tour was barely a week old. The 
first game hadn't been played. 
Hughes was out for al least four 
games. He looked so sad, unshaven, 
a brave smile, a drip in his arm, 
clad in white. Not cricketers’ white. 

By Barbado.s, the third leg of the 
tour, he was practising again. He 
was pale, overweight, slow—but so 
desperately keen to play. Injuries 
to other team iiiemher.s meant lie 
woiild play against Barbados and a 
k' ue of playing in the Second Test, 
But the tour .selectors prefern'd 
to choose David Ogilvie, a replace 
ment fmiii Ausiri.)ia. even though 
he would miss The first day of the 
game. 

Hughes wa.s made. Twelfth Man. 
He pciiicked then. He tried too 
hard. He was out to over adventu¬ 
rous shots, .silly .shots—two innings- 
in-a row he, had his stumps 
knocked over trying to back cur 
against the ofl spin. I overhead Bob 
Simpson refer to him a.s 
“immature”. For Kim Hughes the 
tour was over. And really it hadn’t 
even begun. Hughes hated that tour, 
too. For its back biting. He played 
two matches...for 98 runs. My heart 
cried lor him. 

OW, JUST NINE MONTHS 
later, he is Australia’s captain. 
What an extraordinary turnabout. 
Hughes says: “1 began to realise I 
must make every innings count. 1 
had to fuib my exuberance and 
build an innings each time 1 went 
out to bat. 1 wanted to bc'come a 
consistent Test batsman, wanted to 
prove I could gel runs in difficult 
conditions and situations.” 

The tour to Australia by Brear- 
ley’s Englishmen this summer gave 
him his chance. He faltered 
immediately. All those good 
intentions were lo.st in the triumphant 
shout fruiM the England slips rorduh 
when on a meagre four. Hughes 
aimed an irresponsible cover drive 
at a Botham out-swinger in the First 
Test. The Australian .score then 
read 24 for 5. In the second innings, 
trailing bv 170, Australia's plight 
was as bad--49 tor 3. Htighe.s once 
.said: “Yes, I’m conscious of having 
to build an innings in top rrkket, 
like the C.happels, Boycott and Bob 
Simpson. Nine limes out of 10 thc'y 
reach their hundreds in four hours. 
Often when I get close to a 
hundred I have been b.ilting only 
about 150 minutes. I lealisc that a 
T. St batsman has to be prepared to 
bat for a day.” 


Kini HiiijIk ■! i;.' iic lion 
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Me did_ that, and more—129 runs 
in 476 minutes off 409 deliveries 
with anl.v eight fours and two sixes. 
Kim Hughes came of Test match 
age. But still he let it slip away. 
TTicrc was the Te.st in Sydney when 
he had the England attack by the 
scruff of the neck. Then came back 
from lunch and .slogged Willis’s 
first ball to mid-off. A short warm¬ 
up delivery, wide of the .stumps 
that deserved no acknowledgement, 
let alone the flourishing front-foot 
drive Hughes aimed at it. 

And by the series end he had 
only 345 runs at less than 29 an 
innings. Oh, and he; had upset the 
Australian Board by criticising its 
lack of foresight and not appointing 
a manager for the series to help 
captain Cirahain Yallop. Immaturity 
had again taken over. 

T hen at last, a little luck 

tor the blond West Australian 
with the baby t.ice. Yallop Ion; a 
leg mu.M le in a Melbourne grade 
(licket final just befoce the Second 
'test against ruki.stan. Hughes, 
blundrushes with the bat lorgotlen, 
bio.idsides at the Boaid buiiud, got 
till job he had diearned about as a 
kid hitting tennis bails against a 
lamp post III iiuilh I’erlh. The 
ulliiimtc n'wpid...yel it all .seeiiied 
50 soon alter hi,> debut just three 
seasons before in 1975 7G. Perhaps, 
thuiigh, that was an ociasiun that 
oiggested greaiei Jhings lay in stoic 
lor John Kimberley Hughes. He 
look 119 oH New South Wale.s in 
that, his maiden first-ila.ss inning.s. 
\nd ini.ved in with all that bad luck 
•nd bad judgement in between 
imes he made a habit ol ripping 
■uiLs galore oft touring sides. The 
'les' an unbeaten 137 again.st 
I’akistan back io 1976 77—-in better 
;li..u wen time. 

Aiistialia won the Second Te.st 
jgainsi Pakistan this summer— 

^uile a debut for Kim Hughes. Yet 
fven though he took little part in 
the niatc,h--he trod on a ball at 
practice on the third day, straining 
ankle ligaments—he impressed the 
setertors and Board so much they 
retained him for the World Cup in 
England at Yallop’s expense. And 
Andrew Hilditch. his deputy, 
apparently did so well, be too 
superseded Yallop. A remarkable 
end to a remarkable season. 

Let's • hope Kim Hughes' luck 
holds. His record in that area is not 
as .solid as that in captaincy. And 
as Graham Yallop has ben quick to 
point out in his book about to be 
published—a book, by the way. that 
IS bitter With recrimination against 
both team-mates and opponents— 
you need lots of luck to be 
Australian captain in these difficult 
times. The World Cup will not be an 
easy tour, especially for Australia so 
lacking are they in oneday 
expertise. Ian Chappell, Greg 
Chappell, Bob Simpson. Graham 
Yallop, Kim Hughes—that’s quite a 
turnover in captains. Andrew Hilditch 
may fancy his chances. Then again... 


Javed 
Miandad: 
Shy, but 
mature 



J AVED MIANDAD IS NOT MUCH 
of a- talker. He was born to play 
cricket not talk about it. He has 
developed cricket into an art, but as 
for talking and other drawing room 
uccnniplishrnents, he has little time 
and less inclination for them. He may 
not be a good conversationalist but 
as a performer on the cricket fiei.. 
he i.s as good. 

In his figure-hugging cricket wear, 
as the best he looks a splendid 
athlete as he runs in the deep for 
the ball, swoops on it, turns round 
and throws it back straight to the 
wickct-kecp<‘r. Fielding at the third 
man boundary during the Vijay 
Mchra benefit match in New Delhi, 
he hud establi.shed a jovial rela¬ 
tionship with the crowd there. Do¬ 


zens of autograph books had been 
thrown at him for bis signatures. 
He picked them all up in hi.s left 
hand and was signing them one by 
one when, suddenly, the ball raced 
in his direction. With the little 
book.s still clutched in his left hand 
he sprinted forward, swooped it up 
and sent it back to the wicket-kee¬ 
per with hawk-like swiftness and 
grace. Even Bob Simpson could not 
help clapping his hands in applause. 
It was all done with remarkable 
aplomb. Such Style and swiftness 
come to only those born to play. 

Ever since he ran sprints for his 
school in Karachi—the Church Mis¬ 
sion Society School—be has main¬ 
tained fine, svelte athletic figure. 
Sinewy and with the right curves at 
the right places, he has a strong 
hairy chest under his unbuttoned 
shirt with an emblem difficult to 
make out from a distance. Perhaps 
it is the WSC emblem. He is strong 
and firm in the hip and thigh which 
enables him- to sprint faster than 
most other cricketers. 

Padded up for batting, be looks 
every inch classical. Ask him what 
are his favourite strokes and he says 
“T don’t know. Koi khas nabin (none 
in particular)” He is not sure. But 
wairh him batting and it is clear in 
no time that he has a penchant for 
off-.sidf’ st. ukcs. He. scuds the ball 
along the ground or over the hclder’.s 
head.s at will. He is the type you 
don't have to teach. 

In fact, he never had a coach. 
-Whatever Kltle instruction he has 
had has come from hi.s uncle A. R. 
Mehinood. With cricket in bis blood, 
he did not need it. His father, late 
Miandad Nour Mohammad had play¬ 
ed good cricket in the pre-partition 
days. 

Javed Miandad is 22, and any 
sportsman at that age should be at 
peak fitness. But Javed is more than 
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Javed Mumdad—always in jubiliant mooa 


Miandad obliges aulogravh-hunter 


just fit. He is a professional serving 
the last season his tbiee-year contract 
with Sussex, and be has made fitness 
his creed, • knowing how much de¬ 
pends on it. 

Any special training? The reply is 
not in exact terms. “Roz subah exer¬ 
cise waghaira karta hoon (I do exer¬ 
cise etc. every morning).” He, how¬ 
ever, tells you that he does not smoke 
or drink. “Not good for anybody 
wanting to stay in good shape.” 

He has already played for Sussex 
for three years and: “I have topped 
the batting averages for them. In 
197G 1 average 60, in 1977 it was 57 
and lasi year it was 48. 1 also mana¬ 
ged to score four or five centuries for 
them each season,” 

I AVED MIANDAD TOOK THE 
cricketing world by storm as an 
18-year-old when be was selected to 
play for Pakistan against New Zea¬ 
land in 1975-76. It was a dream in¬ 
ternational debut for a teenager. He 
began with a century—163 in the 
lirst Test at Lahore—and ended the 
series with 206 and 87 in the third 
Test at Karachi to aggregate 506 In 
five innings with an average of 126. 


His future was made. The follow¬ 
ing year he toured Australia and 
West Indies under Mushtaq Moham¬ 
mad but did nothing spectacular 
there. For Wasim Ban’s Pakistan 
team against the touring Englishmen 
in. 1977-78 though he fail^ to hit 
any century, thrice he had scores of 
between 60 and 90. But the future 
was still secure. Such talent as Mian- 
dad’s cannot be bypassed, 


Miandad feels his stay in England 
has helped him improve his cricket 
a lot. "Playing so much cricket thelne 
and the atmosphere of cricket in the 
county circuit arc of great help. You 
also get valuable tips. I have learnt 
a lot from Tony Grcig when he was 
Sussex's captain and from ’Mush’ 
(Mushtaq Mohammad). The ball mo¬ 
ves a great deal in England and you 
have to improve your batting tech¬ 
niques." 

Because everybody has been talk¬ 
ing about his batting, Javed’s ability 
as leg-break-and-googly bowler has 
gone unnoticed. To date he has tak¬ 
en 18 Test wickets. Twice—against 
New Zealand and Australia—^he bag¬ 
ged three wickets in an innings. 


"However, I think ray 4 for 4 spell 
for Sussex against Northamptonshire 
in 1977 is my best piece of bowling.” 
Talking of bowling and bowlers, 
Javed thinks Dennis Lillee of Aus¬ 
tralia and Bichard Hadlee of New 
Zealand are the best bowlers he has 
faced so far. 

In Pakistan, Miandad is on the 
rolls of Habib Bank, Karachi. My bc!>t 
piece of cricket for them was 10 cat¬ 
ches in a match in 1977 against Pa¬ 
kistan Universities. Delhi was thrill¬ 
ed to sec him field in the deep. “But 
tho!9e 10 catches—I think 10 catches 
in a match is some sort of a rc(x»rd 
—were taken in close positions, like 
leg-slip, silly point and short-leg.” 

Miandad is a professional of only 
three years’ standing. But already he 
has learnt a lot about the trade. He 
has also learnt how to establish a 
good rapport with the spectator. The 
autograph-hunting fan could be quite 
irritating. But laved, besieged by re¬ 
quests at the Kotla, knew how to 
handle them all. Popularity with the 
aying customer is the bread and 
utter of the professional player. 

D. RAHUL 


Karl 

Umrigar: 

Fighter 

always 

K arl umrigar has been 

fighting ever since he’s been 
born. Kart. 19, was born as a pre¬ 
mature baby with the result in the 
days following his birth every even¬ 
ing he would turn blue thus necessi¬ 
tating a blood transfusion. The 
baby’s desire to live was so strong 
that his subsequent recovery amaz¬ 
ed the doctors who had given up 
all hope. 

Ever since, Karl has been a fighter 
to the core. The country's race 
tracks which he frequented rever- 
brate with the heroics of the young 
jockey. And though his indomitable 
spirit may have had to accept, now 
and then, that he will lose a race, 
Karl has never spared any effort to 
do his very best. 

On the concluding day of the 
Bombay racing season. Karl was 
riding Vasudha. a filly in the Tips¬ 
ter’s Cup which had a field of three 
horses in the first race of the day. 
At the start of the 1600-mctres 


race, "With the Wind” with Shinde 
In saddle, was leading. As they cros¬ 
sed the' 1200-roetre mark, Karl was 
close to Shinde and found that the 
latter had eased the mount. Karl 
felt that this would not suit his filly 
and hence decided to surge ahead. 
At this juncture, Vasudha changed 
her legs and lurched, throwing 
Karl over the animal's head. Vasu¬ 
dha in trying to get up crashed her 
hoofs on Karl’s chest. 

Umrigar was bleeding profusely 
when he was taken to the hospital 
A team of doctors, which included 
Dr Dastoor and the two Udwadia 
brothers, were perplexed by the 
fact that though there was no major 
injury to the body, Karl was having 
breathing trouble—the x-rays show¬ 
ed one ming while the eye saw ano¬ 
ther. Incidentally, .Dr Dastoor had 
looked after the infant Karl also. 

On operation, the medicos found 
that the ribs were intact but the 
lungs which are surrounded by the 
ribs were severely damaged. Puzzl¬ 
ed by this strange phenomenon, the 
doctors reasoned that as it was a 
young body the elasticity of the ribs 
was fairly strong so when the hoofs 
landed on it, the ribs pressed ajga- 
inst the lungs thereby puncturing 
them but ensuring that the ribs 
were saved. If the ribs had been 
damaged it could have been even 
more dangerous. 

A portion of the lung lobe was 
removed while some other parts 
were stitched in the intensive care 
unit of the Breach Candy Hospital. 


Almost immediately Karl was put on 
an artificial respirator. But after a 
few hours Karl started losing blood. 
His condition became highly critical 
Karl’s father Jimmy said: ”We were 
in a panic and were worried. The 
doctors diagonised tiiat Karl’s body 
was rejecting the respirator and 
hence fighting it. The body has this 
quality of combating anything for¬ 
eign. So the doctors took an‘unpre¬ 
cedented step and used a heart-lung 
machine which enabled them to 
bring the level of the respirator 
down. Normally, a heart-lung ma¬ 
chine is used for an open-heart sur¬ 
gery like heart transplant But this 
was the first time it was being used 
for the lungs. X suppose the doc¬ 
tors had no alternative since all the 
conventional treatments had failed.” 

This machanism worked and hence 
provided relief to Karl’s body. But 
the doctors admitted that the boy 
had co-operated With them to the 
fullest extent He was determined 
to ride again and thus played his 
part during the crisis. The first 
thing that Karl said on gaining cons¬ 
ciousness after accident was "Am 1 
the champion jockey?” On being 
told that, indeed, he was, he look¬ 
ed very satisfied. 

ARL UMRIGAR BECAME THE 
champion jockey at the Bombay 
races for the current year by virtue 
of riding 54 winners. He also broke 
record which stood in the name of 
VasaiU Shinde, who bad 53 winners 
in the 1974-75 season. 

Karl’s greatest advantage is that 
both his parents bad been amateur 
riding champions. Hjs mother Dhun, 
had won the championship 15 times. 
Hence, Karl must consider himself 
fortunate that he was getting all the 
expert tit-bits at home and was able 
to immediately rectify his errors. 

Besides Karl, the other Umrigar 
children are Neville 21, and Tina 13. 
Neville was always a good athlete. 
He also rode but then he put on 
weight and that was that. At the 
Cathedral School, Karl was a good 
boxer. But after he finished _ school 
there was only one thing on his mind 
—horses. 

Umrigar sr., says: “When Karl 
was a tiny-tot and was being taught 
alphabets like A for Apple, B for 
Baby he would always end up saying 
D for Durr and M for Mercer. His 
teacher was puzzled because she had 
always taught the children that it 
was D for Daddy and M for Mother. 
She spoke to us about it and when 
we explained that Durr and Mercer 
were eminent jockeys, she couldn’t 
believe it.” 

Karl had his first feel of a horse 
at the age of four. He was as com¬ 
fortable on it as other children nf 
his age would be on tbrcc-wheclcd 
' cycles. At the age of 10 he began 
racing in the gymkhana. He cutw- 
cd big-time racing on January 23, 
1977 and rode his first trinacr in rix 







Kail Viiit'ujai on Hoyal Ton afto' wninniq the Banqalore Derby 


weeks. Soon he had five winners in 
one day—a big achievement for an 
apprentice jockey. Karl holds the 
record for apprentices when he rode 
the required 40 winners in just six 
months. He crossed another mile¬ 
stone when he had 100 winners in a 
record period of 16 months. At pre¬ 
sent. his tally stands at 202 winners. 

Jimmy Umrigar, 48. says with 
fatherly pride: "Even Lester Piggut 
and Steve Cauthen—the young rac¬ 
ing prodigy of the USA—won their 
first Derby at the age of 18. while 
Karl won the Bangalore Derby at 
17 and the Bombay Derby at 18. 
Ironically, if Karl had not met with 
this accident He would have gone to 
England to see these two champion 
jockey’s race. 

“Piggot is a legend on tlie race 
tracks. His .sense of balance and 
judgement are remarkable. His vast 
experience and enviable record would 
place him in the top spot among 
iockeys. While Cauthen, who races 
on dirt tracks—unlike those in Eng¬ 
land and India which are Grass- 
tracks—has taken America by a 
storm because of bis sensational 
victories.*' 

Karl never went to a apprentice 
jockey .school. He entered big-time 
racing after graduating from the 
Gymkhana Races. Another striking 
ieaturc is that while most jockeys 
come Iron) middle or low-income 
background, Karl is a product of the 
affluent society. 

K arl rides a horse on a 

short .stirrup which places the 
rider along the neck of the animal 
and hence helps movement. Also, 
the jockey can urge the horse better 
in this position. But the disadvantage 
with this position is that the riders’ 
knees arc bent at an awkward angle 
and hence he is very precariously 
placed in the saddle. Besides Karl, 
Robin Corner, a talented jockey 
from Calcutta, rides in that position. 

"At first because of his obsession 
for horses, K«rl wanted to give up 
his studie.s, but 1 had insisted that 
he atleast finish his schooling,” 
says Mr Umrigar. “I had even ex¬ 
tracted a promise from Karl that if 
he didn’t make it to the top he would 
give up racing because 1 find that 
most jockeys arc happy being a no¬ 
body. I didn’t want him to waste 
his time and life.” 

The success of any jockey depends 
a lot on'the rapport he has with the 
horse. Does Karl believe in his? 
Umrigar says: ‘‘Oh, yes. Karl always 
insists on riding the horse on the 
trials. He goes every morning for 
practice unlike other jockeys, who 
take days off on Sunday and Monday. 
Karl feels the animal’s back must 
get the feel of the rider. Karl has 
always believed in making friends 
with the animals. This way he can 
know the strength and weakness of 
the horse.” 

What arc the factors that have 
contributed to Karl’s success? Umri¬ 
gar senior, explained: “Karl’s -educa¬ 


tion. It has given him a rational 
mind. He can always sit and talk 
to the trainers. He can tell them 
how the horse behaves, what needs 
to be done. The other jockeys are 
mostly illiterate and hence can’t 
rationalise. Karl has a very calm 
temperment. He adapts to the 
animal rather than the other way 
around. He’s got a good balance. 

"Karl is always stirred up by com¬ 
petition. If he’s racing against good 
jockeys he puts everything into it. 
But if the field is weak he tends \o 
relax. He needs to mature. He has 
tremendous grit and determination. 
And because he is a honest jockey 
—there are few of this type in rac¬ 
ing—he gets a lot of mounts. Karl 
studies the form of his own horses 
and that of his competitors. He takes 
a keen interest in his charge and Is 
well informed. He can analyse 
victories and defeats. 1 am sure 
you’ll agree education has a lot to 
do with this.*’ 

Karl, who stands 5ft. Bin. tall and 
weights 47 kg, is very persevering. 
He never believes in giving up. Most 
of his victories on the course have 
come about because of his never- 
say-die attitude. No doubt his 
parent's connections have helped him 
in bis profc.ssional life. 


Karl’s main rival on the course li 
Vasant Shindc. The two get aluni 
very well. In fact, when Karl was 
learning to ride a hor.se in Mathcran 
Shinde used to be the young Urarl 
gar’s syef?. The dreamv-cyed Shindi 
would tell people "We two are goint 
to be champs one day.” Their rivalry 
is purely professional. 

Shindc was .so shaken up by Karl’: 
accident on the fateful day that ever 
though he had seven good mount: 
on that day he won only two—thi 
first one in that particular race onl.< 
and in the scajnd one because thi 
horse had excellent credentials. Hat 
Shinde won all the races he wouk 
have become the champion jockey 
Furthermore, he has the nccessar; 
talent and experience. 


HARESH MUNWANI, Bombay 


J UST AS WF. WFRF GOING TO 
{ire.ss ramc the news of Karl 
Hmriqar’s death. 'Sport.sworlJ' 
eximd.'i its sifrnjtathir.s to the 
family and .salutes the brave and 
immortal lad. 


Dibyendu 
Barua : 
(Almost) 
A chess 
prodigy 


SUBHANKAR SINHA 

W HEN A 12-YEAR OLD WINS A 
prestigious State chess 
championsnip ahead of a field of 
veterans, most of them more than 
double his age, and that too, in a 
gruelling 14-round all-play-all 
tournament, it makes even the most 
case-hardened cynic sit up and 
think. This is precisely wnat 
occurred in the State championship 
of West Bengal a year ago. It is 
difficult to attribute such a success 
to a fluke, especially when the 
winner consistently leads his 
opponents on the clock by a good 
amount of time. By now, the 
identity of this 12-year^ld must be 
apparent to every chess lover. Ho 
is Dibyendu Barua. 


1 first came across him in the 
Writers’ Building tournament of 
1972. At that time, most people 
were inclined to treat any game 
with the then six-year-old as a joke. 
Whenever anyone lost to him, K was 
either because one felt that exerting 
one’s full power would not be fair 
or because one was not taking him 
seriously enough. As the years 
rolled by, I us^ to see him at 
various other tournaments. He 
seemed to be following Petrosian’s 
policy of ‘always upward never 
first*. Even at that time, for a 
buy of his age, 1 was impressed 
with the facility with which he 
played. 


Gradually, I got to know him 
better. His entry into the world of 
chess bears a striking resemblance to 
that of Capablanca’s. When his 
father. Mr Benoy B. Barua. an 
enthusiastic amateur, used to play 
chess with a friend, young Dibyendu, 
instead of indulging in the pursuits 
normal to a five-year-old, would be 
intently watching them. This is how 
he absorbed the rudiments of the 
game. Soon, he was beating his 
fathei and elder brother. 

At this stage, most parents would 
have put a finish to this 
’unneressarv, time-wasting activity’ 
which could hamper his studie.s. 

But his father had other ideas. 

Thus Dibyendu appeared his first 
competativr chess tournament in the 
Netaji Subhash Institute 
championship in .July 1972 a few 



Dibyendu Barua—Given encourogement and training he could become 
India’s first inlemalkinal Grandmaster 


months before the Writers’ Building 
Tournament. Mr Shibshankar Roy, 
secretary of the West Bengal Chess 
Association took a great, interest in 
him. Here he was already showing 
signs of maturity with a striking 
victory against an experienced 
player who thought for long with 
look ot incredulity on his face 
before resigning the game. 


Till 1978. his results were not 
very promising. People felt that his 
achievements did not fulfil initial 
expectatir-is and he was gradually 
petering out. But perseverance paid 
off in the end and last year he 
became the youngest ever to win a 
State chess championship in India. 
After this spectacular iwrformance. 
he showed his mettle by finishing 
seventh in the Alekhine Memorial 
tournament in which several top 
national players took part. 

By now, the situation had 
undergone a radical change. Even 
strong players were nervous and 
uncertain when playing with this 


kid, who beat them so effortlessly, 
consuming far less time. That he 
was the strongest player in Bengal 
was further confirmed when, during 
the National ‘B’ tournament, he was 
the lone qualifier from West 
Bengal for the National ‘A’ tourney. 

When I went to Tiruchirapally 
with him for the 16th National Chess 
Championship, the toughest and the 
most important event in the chess 
calendar of the country. I got to 
know him very well. He is a good, 
quiet, unassuming lad without any 
ego problems. He firmly refused 
preferential treatment, his insistenen 
sometimes getting very embarrassing. 
I had to take as many chocolates 
and cold drinks as he did. Keeping 
pace with a 12-vear-old in this 
respect can really be strenuous. 

At Tiruchirapally, 20 leading play¬ 
ers of the country participated. 
Dibvendu, as the youngest ever to 
Qualify, was the centre of attraction. 
He played all the games with a 
fighting spirit, never- agreeing to a 
short draw, a quality markedly 


MViKitH tsnattacnarva 




Dthyendu playing wUh his father Benoy Barua while hts sister looks an 


lacking m some of our leading 
players. 

He beat the champion, 
Parameswaran, plavmg very 
ai!gressively even though he had 
black pieces Bunners-uo at the 
Asian Junior Championship, 
International Master Ravikumar, was 
shocked by a beautiful rook 
saaifice, forcing a stalemate Former 
national champion and India’s 
present No 3, Rasishckhar, was 
completely outplayed on the queen 
side though the game was 
eventually drawn Last year’s 
National champion Rafique Khan 
had to pay half a point for his 
slight inaccuracy in the middle 
game Dibvendu crushed A B. 
Meetai of Manipur with a neat 
bishop sacrifice He was the only 
player to have a plus score against 
the formidable Tamil Nadu 
contingent, which annexed the first 
four and the seventh place 
This together with the fact that he 
scored 50% against the top ten players 
must be considered an achievement 
Inexplicably, he couldn’t do so well 
against the bottom half 

Observing his play very closely, I 
was astounded by his piofound 
conceptions and maturity of thought 
and his capacity to play seemingly 
uninterestini( positions. He has a 
fantastic ability to comprehend a 
position fast. Two incidents will 
make this clear. In one of his 
adjourned games, he obtained what 
I thought was an inferior position. 
His Opponent, the renowned 
Mohammed Hassan, was also quite 
happy with it. When I asked 
Dibvendu his opinion he answered 
that the position was not hopeless 
and that it was probably drawn. 
During our adjournment analysis, 
he unearthed a forced drawing 
manoeuvre. We checked all the 
ramifications and found that it was 
perfect. Next morning, the game 
ran its predestined course and he 
won the whole-hearted approval of 
his opponent, who went around 
saying; “The kid has snatched my 
half Doint.” 


One morning during breakfast, T 
noticed an interesting end-game 
problem in the chess column of a 
newspaper. I took a quick look at 
the position and arriv^ at what I 
thought was the right solution When 
1 showed it to Di^endu, he pointed 
out a flaw in my analysis and, 
within seconds, came up with the 
correct solution which involved an 
ingenious bishop sacrifice. 

Dibyendu is a good student, of 
class VIII, in Hare School Calcutta. 
Like any boy of his age, he loves 
to play cricket, football and other 
games. At Tirucht, he would insist 
on playing table tennis for a long 
time, even after a tense, five-hour 
struggle He is also interested 
in movies, sightseeing and in 
temples. He told me that on many 

Soviet Grandmaster Ivor Gipslk —Di 
byendu is goot hut he will have to 
learn more and also play against 
experienced players 



occasions, he used to come to play 
in a tournament after a hectic day*: 
cricket or football and would feel 
sleepy over the board. I think 
that explains his previous bad (for 
him) results. Nowadays, be tries 
to avoid such things. 

Dibyendu shows the promise of 
a very great player. Quite possibly 
he may become India’s first 
International Grandmaster. 

In my opinion. Dibyendu Barua 
is the greatest chess talent in this 
country after Sultan .Khan Given 
encouragement and training, his 
talent will flourish and he will 
bring honour and glory to onr 
country—the birthplace of chess. 

Dibyendu has a chance of startini 
out in this direction in .Tuly this 
year. He has been selected, along 
with Ravikumar and M. Ramesh, 
to represent the country in the 
Asian Junior Chess Champions^, 
to be hosted by Tamil Nadu. Inis 
will be Dibyendu's debut in the 
interneltiional arena. He may not 
work miracles but, as the youngesi 
partiapant, he should create a goo^ 
impression. 

Father's 

pride 

Mr. Benoy Barua. father of Dlb 
yendu, is naturally proud of his son 
Like most parents he is pragmatii 
about his son’s career and maintalni 
that his son’s studies should gt 
alongwith his chess. However, il 
an important chess tournament doei 
clash with his son’s academic time 
table, (as when Dibyendu coropetot 
in the Asian Junior Chess Chaq^ion 
ship in Tamil Nadu in July)., thar 
the time-table may be temporarib 
forsaken. 

Mr Barua was left with no othei 
choice but to encourage his soq’i 
chess pursuits when Dibyendu begae 
to show exceptional traits of the 
game. Dibyendu sounded his fathei 
of his intentions at a very early age, 
When he was five, Dibyendu pointed 
out an error in the game between 
his father and a friend The alterna¬ 
tive move suggested by the lad wai 
not only the nearest to a perfect one 
but was also hard to notice. 

What plans has he for his son’i 
future? 

“Well, that is up to Dibyendu him¬ 
self to decide. He may go as far ai 
he wishes,’’ is Pa Barua’s only com¬ 
ment. 

He recalls that when Dibyendu 
was young, he would suddenly staF 
crying in the middle of the game 
wanting to go to his mother. Be onci 
even started bawling when his oppo 
nent had ’unfairly’ resigned a game, 
which he proceeded to show was 
dead drawn Now, of couise, he is a 
normal, healthy lad, apart from his 
abnormal appetite for devouring 
giants in the chess arena. 
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ENGLISH COUNTY LEAGUE 

Will this 
be York¬ 
shire's 
season ? 

MICHAEL MELFORD 


A s BOGGV GROUNDS DRIED 
out ami the idea of the first-class 
season starting at Lord’s and Cam¬ 
bridge on April 21 seemed rather 
less bizarre, the changes in the coun¬ 
ties’ personnel, and perhaps for 
tunes, became more pertinent. 

One big problem of English cric¬ 
ket in recent years has been that it 
has been short of English cricketers, 
and the legislation instituted ip 1975, 
and extended this last winter, to re¬ 
duce the number of overseas players 
will, for legal and humane reasons, 
take time to work. 


Thus the revival of Yorkshire, with 
their splendid discrimination against 
those born outside tiieir borders, Is 
still of high importance. 

If the chairman of selectors goes 
to watch Yorkshire, he sees 11 play¬ 
ers eligible to play for England, and, 
for the more distang future, be sees 
some young ones who might be kept 
out of other county sides by over¬ 
seas or W S C players. 

So one likes to think that under 
the new management of Raymond 
Illingworth and the captaincy of 
John Hampshire, Yorkshire will 
improve on their fourth place in 
last year’s Schweppes Champion¬ 
ship and make less of a nonsense 
of the limited-over cricket. 

John Hampshire is one of five new 
captains. Those who had not thought 
of David Steele as a dashing com¬ 
mander of a side like Derbyshire, who 
have been playing attacking cricket 
under Eddie Barlow, will have a 
chance to be surprise. 

Derbyshircis, and Steele’s', prob¬ 
lem is that they may lack the reser¬ 
ves who will probably be needed 
when Taylor, Hendrick and Miller are 
required for England, and must there¬ 
fore hope mainly for success in the 
limited-over knock-out competitions 
when all are available. 


In Robin Hobbs, late of Essex and 
Suffolk. Glamorgan have a new cap¬ 
tain of lively personatt^ who ought 
to lend variety to bowling which hut 
year included only one spinner, Barry 
Lloyd. 

Hampshire struggled through last 
season on limited resources to win 
the John Player League, but with the 
admirabte captaincy of Richard Gilt 
liat ended, they face under Bob 
Stephenson a dfflBcult season whidi 
could be eased if Malcolm Marshall, 
20, an all-rounder of the West Indies 
team in India, develops as hoped. 

llJfJHEN KEN HIGGS RE-ORED TO 
Vt the League from Lancashire in 
1969, it would have needed an out¬ 
size crystal bail to see him, a fast- 
medium bowlers, captaining Leices¬ 
tershire in 1979, aged 42. But here 
he is, and with a side still likely to 
be among the best in all competi¬ 
tions. 

From among their many promis¬ 
ing young players, Kent, the Schwep¬ 
pes and Benson and Hedges cham¬ 
pions, have released Graham Clinton 
to Surrey, whose new manager, M. 
J. Stewart, has a lot to do. On the 
other hand, be has an excellent cap¬ 
tain in Roger Knight, who made a 
lot of runs in his first season back 
with Surrey, and they can only im¬ 
prove. 

So for that matter can Northants, 
who, with two matches abandoned, 
finished bottom in the Schweppes 











York.shire^s David Bakstow Vums a ball from Kevin JarvLv and looks for a run as he bats for MCC 
against if tut m the opening match of the season, which started on April 21 at Lord’s. 


championship and were not much 
more successful in the other compe¬ 
titions. But they have a side with a 
lot of promi.sinK young players, and, 
wrth the departure of David Steele, 
more scope to exercise them. 

II one had to pick a side to have 
its best season for a long time, it 
would be Nottinghamshire, who, ex¬ 
cept during the Prudential Cup, will 
have Richard Hadlee bowling in for¬ 
midable union with Clive Rice, and 
who, under the new management of 
Ken Taylor, have acquired Eddie 
Hemmings from Warwickshire and 
Mike Bore from Yorkshire. 

Lancashire, beset bv injuries to 
bowlers, also earned fewest batting 
bonus points in 1978. They have 
disposed of the West Indian Croft, 
and one hopes will soon be finding 
in their own leagues the same qua¬ 
lity of players now appearing in 
Yorkshire. 

Gloucestershire seem to be in pro¬ 
tracted transition, waiting for some 
of a host of young players to im¬ 
prove and relying for the present 
too much on seniors such as Procter, 
Sadiq, Zaheer and Brain. Worcester¬ 
shire are similarly placed. 


Warwickshire have taken on Anton 
Ferreira, 24, an allrounder from 
South Africa who made unusual pro¬ 



gress two .seasons ago. Having not 
previously taken a first-class wicket 
in several seasons, his medium pace 
took 36_ at 18 apiece and was largely 
responsible for Northern Transvaal’s 
victory in the Castle Bowl, formerly 
the Currie Cup B section. 

It remains a weird fact that Essex 
and Somerset, for some, years two 
of the strongest sides, are the only 
two counties never to have won a 
competition. Both will bai largely 
unchanged this season and I hope 
may improve their near-misses of the 
last two years. 

Sussex, by contrast, have had some 
rough ycar,s. By the end of last 
reason Arnold I.,ong had gpeovered 
for them not only jhe Gillette Cup 
but some former friends, and it is 
a nice thought that a new era may 
be dawning in which Paul Parker, 
now available throughout the season, 
will play a big part. 

This leave-s Middlesex, whore sea¬ 
son depends largely on how many 
players are nernled by England and 
how effective some strong reserves, 
prove. 
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World's 

greatest 

marathon 

One of the classics of the world of 
sports and games, the Boston mara¬ 
thon race is sort of an England- 
Australian Test or the Boat Race or 
the Epsom Derby. From the point 
of view of appeal or popularity, that 
t.i to say. Starting at Ilopkmton, 
Mos.sachusells the 2C mile 385 yds 
(42,195 km) course ends at Boston. 
The 83rd race which wa.s run on 
April 16 last was a personal triumph 
for the defending champion and event 
record holder BUI Rodgers (left) of 
Melrose. Nci only because he won 
the race, his timing of 2 hours 8 
minutes and 33.6 seconds was a new 
event record. That was only 53.6 
seconds short of the unofficial world 
record set up by Derek Clayton of 
Australia at Antwerp, Belgium on 
May 30. 1969. 

Among the 8,000 official runners who 
started the race (far left), 10 have 
maralhrm times of under two hours 
12 minutes. Noted distance runners 
who competed included Japan’s 1978 
hukuoka champion Toshiko Seko, 
Britain’s Trevor Wright and Jeff 
Norman, Finland’s Esa Tikkanen, 
Kevin Ryan (New Zealand) and 
Canada’s Jerome Drayton a cham¬ 
pion of Boston and Fukuoka mara¬ 
thons. The oldest entry was John 
Kelly, (right) 71, of East Dennis, 
Massachu.ssetls, who crossed the 
finish line ! This was his 48lh run 
over the coirrsc. In the wheel-chair 
dh'ision of the race the successful 
competitor was Ken Archer of 
Akron, Ohio (above) who clocked 
2 hours 38 minutes and 59 secs. 
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Teofilo 
Stevenson 
-Is he The 
Greatest? 

DONALD SAUNDERS 

I p FIDEL CASTRO HAD NOT 
established the Western 
hemisphere's first communist regime 
in Cuba 20 years ago Muhammad 
Ali might no longer be the most 
readily recognised black man in the 
world. Alternatively, if Teofilo 
Stevenson's father bad followed the 
customary West Indian emigrant's 
route to Britain, instead of sailing 
from St Vincent to seek work in 
Havana’s dockyards, Britain might 
possibly have another world 
nravyweight boxing champion to put 
alongside the lonely Bob Fitzsimmons 
who, in 1897, after emigrating 
from Cornwall to New Zealand, 
became the only Englishman to win 
the title. 

But who is to say that Ali, three 
times winner of the World 
Heavyweight Championship, is any 
happier with his third wife, 
scattered family, vast fortune and _ 
world-wide fame, than Stevenson is 
with two Olympic gold medals, two 
world amateur titles, a bachelor’s 
freedom and a seat in Cuba’s 
National Assembly, where he enjoys 
the smiling of Castro? 

indeed, Ali has spent much of his 
adult life complaining about the 
•'white man’s democracy”, which has 
allowed him to earn Rs 68 crores 
from boxing. Most of Stevenson's 
public utterances have highly 
praised the multi-racial police state 
which has prevented his selling 
similar athletic gifts. 

But who is Teofilo Stevenson? 

Every man. woman and child in 
Cuba could provide a prompt answer. 
They know this personable young 
man as the greatest sporting 
figure in their history, a poor 
stevedore’s son who had demonstrated 
that a Communist country can 
produce a black heavyweight 
fighter worthy of a place among the 
illustrious American Negroes, who 
have ali hut monopolised the world 
championship .since the Twenties. 

Outside Cuba and a few amateur 
boxing clubs in Ea.-tern Europe, 
Stevenson would pass unrecognised, 
though. Having spent his entire 
sporting life in amateur boxing, he 
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has made only fleeting appearances 
on Western television—during the 
last two Olympics—then passed 
quickly from the memory of all but 
dedicated fight fans. 

Yet those on the capitalist side of 
the _ Iron Curtain who truly believe 
boxing Is the “sweet science”, 
find him an intriguing figure. How, 
they wonder, would he cope with the 
rough, cynical and commercial world 
of the professional ring? Is he 
equipped, they ask, to survive 15 
rounds, against even the not so 
young Ali—or one of the less-gifted 
younger, world-title contenders? Is 
he greatest heavyweight in the 
world as some say? 

Wc shall probably never know. 

For lung before Stevenson became 
Olympic Heavyweight Champion in 
1972, Castro had outlawed 
professional boxing in Cuba as a 
.symbol of capitalist decadence, 
despite a keen interest in the noble 
and manly art. 

In the early Sixties, Havana, 
formerly a fertile .source of talent for 
the American profe.ssional ring, 
became amateur boxing's most 


dedicated gymnasium outside 
Eastern Europe. 

Its first great success was 
Stevenson. When this strikingly 
handsome black athlete left Munich 
with the gold medal, in September 
1972, still a mere 2l)-year-old, he 
possessed just about every asset a 
potential heavyweight champion of 
the world could ask for—save the 
freedom to fight for the title. At 8 
ft 4 in and 95 kg., he was tall 
enough and big enough to cope 
physically with the new breed of 
‘‘super heavyweights”, headed by Ali 
and George Foreman. 

His rugged good looks might have 
helped American promotars obtain 
the astronomical television fees 
essential to finance their multi- 
miUion-dollar extravaganzas. Most 
important of all, en route to the 

f old medal, with, spectacular punches 
e had destroyed Duane Bobick, the 
latest American ‘white hope’ in the 
1972 Olympics. 

So there, beckoning Stevenson, 
was the relatively short, carefully 
laid-out path to the world 
heavyweight title, trodden so 
successfully by Ali (after the Rome 
Olympics), Joe Fraziei (following his 
Tokyo triumph four years later) and 
Foreman, once he had had the gold 
medal in Mexico in 1968. 
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Tf-nfilo Slevcnscn defeats Brazil’s Composa in the 1975 Pan Amerieun fianirs 


Angelo Dundee, the shrewdest 
trainer in the United States, having 
played a major role in Ali's 
development for flashy amateur into 
arguably the greatest heavyweight 
in history let it be known he would 
be happy to guide the Cuban to 
similar fame and fortune. 

“I am not interested in 
professionalism—only in revolution,’' 
retorted Stevenson. "What are a 
million dollars compared with the 
love of eight million Cubans?” 
Eventually Stevenson confounded 
ersistent rumours of defection by 
ying home from Munich with the 
triumphant Cuban boxing team and 
their three gold medals. 

But although this seemingly 
contented young electrical-engineering 
student return^ to Havana 
University, American promoters 
continued to dream. One golden 
dawn, they believed, Stevenson 
would arrive on Miami Beach like 
so many of his disenchanted 
compatriots, find his way to Dundee’s 
Fifth Street gym—and the gravy 
train would be back on the rails. 

FTER FRAZIER HAD BEEN 
succeeded as champion by 
Foreman, a destructive puncher but 
ill-equipped psychologically, in 
January 1973, and the fading Ali had 
been outpointed by dreary Ken 
Norton in a non-title bout, the tired 
old fight ^ame certainly needed a 
new, exdtiiM young star to revive 
it. But still Stevenson said "No”. 
While Ali was regaining the title by 


mesmerising Foreman in Zaire and 
defending it against Joe Bugner in 
Kuala Lumpur, the handsome Cuban 
was content to remain king ot the 
amateurs. 

But would he, could he, have 
assumed Ali’s mantle, had he 
crossed the Gulf to Miami at that 
crucial period in heavyweight 
history? Could he do it even now— 
as All prepares to quit, this time 
for good? 

With Dundee, or Gil Glanry, a 
classic tutor from New York, to 
steer him through the difficult 
transition from amateur to 
rofessional, Stevenson surely would 
ave joined the top ten In the 
mid-Seventies. After ali Bobick did 
—and he is still there—despite the 
hiding Stevenson gave him in Munich 
seven years ago. 

Had the Cuban delayed his entry 
until now. the experience accumula¬ 
ted during another successful Olympic 
campaign and two World Amateur 
Championships might well have 
improved his chances ot reaching 
the top. Certainly he would have 
embarked on a professional career 
with formidable 9 ualifications. 

Indeed, Kevin Hickey, coach to the 
Amateur Boxing Association, rates 
Stevenson the greatest amateur 
heavyweight of all time. 

“He Is unequalled at long range,” 
says Hickey, whose Job has taken 
him to tournaments all round the 
world during the last ten years. 



"His right-hand punch is lethal. The 
secret is not so much power, but 
uncanny perception of distance and 
perfect timing. 

"He is prepared to spend two and 
a half of the three rounds waiting 
for the opening he knows will appear 
for that right. But he is less 
effective at close range. When- you 
{$et under his long punches and work 
inside, he docs have problems.” 

Even so, Hickey believes Stevenson 
could have climbed among the top 
two or three professionals. "But he 
would be out of depth against Ali. 

A similar view is taken by Harry 
Carpenter, the BBC commentator, 
who must have watched more 
contests,,amateur and professional, in 
more countries, than most ringsiders. 
“Stevenson is better than Frazier 
or Foreman were before they began 
their professional careers,” he 
asserts. “He is a superior boxer 
and probably a more damaging 
puncher. His right has a devastating 
effect on almost all opponents. He 
must have had a good chance of 
becoming a successful pro, especially 
when you consider the poor state of 
the heavyweight division.” 

But Carpenter is less certain of 
Stevenson's prospects, were he to 
change status now, or after winning 
a third Olympic gold in Moscow 
next year. "I wonder whether years 
of relatively easy contests and so 
much success have rubbed away 
some of the early keenness,” be says. 









BVIOUSLY TO BECOME A 
successful pro. Stevenson would 
need to work diligently in the 
gymnasium—and he has reputation 
of being a lazy trainer. In less 
arded moments he even admits.to 
ing bored with boxing. But, then, 
Ali frequently says much the same. 
Yet when a truly big occasion 
ai^proaclies both usually find the 
willpower to drive themselves to the 
limit. 

Ali paid the penalty for 
complacency by losing the world 
title to Leon Spinks in February of 
last year. He then spent six cruel 
months punishing his body back 
into shape tor a successful return 
bout in September. In 1975, 
Stevenson was out of favour even 
with his most loyal fans after being 
Rooned twice by another Cuban, 
Angel Milan, at that time a beginner; 
and he suffered the indignity of a 
knockout by Igor Vyssotsky of 
Russia. But he returned to work at 
the team's training camp near 
Havana in the Spring of 1976, and 
scarcely had to sweat to win a 
second Olympic gold medal in 
Montreal the following July. 

Foreman was so impressed that he 
promptly pronounced that “Stevenson 
can win the heavyweight 
championship of the world whenever 
he chooses.’’ But Stevenson’s 
reaction to renewed offers to turn 
pro were even more decisive than 
Four years earlier. "I don’t want to 
become a piece of merchandise,” he 
(aid, disdainfully. “All professional 
boxers are exploited, even 
Muhammad Ah. 1 shall continue to 
box as an amateur until some young 
Cuban stops me.” 

When Stevenson returned to 
Havana, he and Alberto Juantorena, 
s double gold medallist on 
Montreal’s Olympic track, received a 
lumuituous welcome. “You are the 
Iwin pillars of the revolution,” they 
were told by Castro. Stevenson’s 
immediate reward from a grateful 
Government was a new home for 
himself, his parents and other 
members of their large family. It 
was built to his spedGcations at 
Dlicias, the small, appropriately 
named sugar-producing town where 
be was born on March 23, 1952. It is 
I two-story farmhouse-style building, 
with four large bedrooms, a 
spacious open-plan living area and 
•nough land for Teofiio's now-retired 
Father to keep a few hens and pets. 
In a country where most people 
live in apartments, this is luxury 
ndeed. 

Last year, shortly after winning 
bis second amateur world title in 
Belgrade, Stevenson was nominated 
as a candidate for his home state 
if Orientes in Cuba’s first general 
‘lection and was duly voted into a 
(eat in the new National Assembly. 
Ron Pickering, the BBC commentator, 
(pent several days in Stevenson’s 
mmoanv and visited him when 


making a television documentary 
last year. He is satisfied the Cuban 
Is very happy to remain in his 
own country as a sporting hero and 
politician. “Like Juantorena. he is 
nighty politically motivated,” insists 
Pickering. 

“The Americans jugt cannot 
understand this. But in Cuba the 
State believes in sport, realises its 
importance and looks after its 
sportsmen. So Stevenson and 
Juantorena are feted up and down 
the country and enjoy a very good 
life indeed.” 

Pickering describes both men as 
"dedicated political animals, who 
fervently believe in the cause. They 
have been interested in politics and 
devoted followers of Castro since 
their-youth,” he says. “Juantorena 
told me his proudest moment was 
not winning his first or second gold 
medal, but giving the first to Castro 
on arrival at Havana Airport from 
Montreal.” Stevenson’s main 
problem, evidently, is finding time 
amid university classes, political 
duties, public appearances and a 
fondness for the good life— to keep 
to the rigorous training schedule 
demanded by the boxing coaches. 

“He is in great demand by the 
oliticians, the sporting public and, I 
ear, the ladies,” explained 
Pickering. 

Stevenson is obliged to make 
frequent visits to Havana, 
where there is no shortage of social 
activity for a handsome, young, 
unmarried, sporting and political 
hero. But the temptations of Havana 
are not what they used to be in the 
‘bad old capitalist days’ and 
certainly are not as potentially 
dangerous to a boxers carrer as a 
trip to Miami, Las Vegas, New York 
or San Francisco. The once-notorious 
waterfront red-light district has 
been cleaned up, the prostitutes 
banished, at least from sight, and 
the night clubs and bars closed. 
True, the Tropicana, once the 
delight of rich, tun-loving Ameriran 
tourists, is still open but the dancing 
and cabaret arc more decorous than 
they used to be. Hotel and 
restaurants are a touch gfnteel. So, 
although Havana’s nightlife offers 
rather more exciting entertainment 
than you wi'l find in Moscow or any 
other Iron Curtain capital, it is 
unlikely lo turn the level head of an 
ambitious sportsman or politidaVi. 

I ;'ROM TIME TO TIME 

Steven.son ha.s shown a spirit of 
independence, notably when he 
refu.sed to box in the 1975 national 
championships and when he strode 
angrily towards the judges’ table, 
fi.st.s raised, after disagreeing with a 
verdict during an Eastern European 
tournament. 

Clearly he is important enough to 
he forgiven the occasional 
iiKliscretion. But as his active 

cnnrtinfi rnramr /IrsiiuC tn sa w'lneat hik 



presumably realises it would be 
foolish to kick over the traces too 
spectacularly or too often. If he 
conforms—and, after a strict 
communist upbringing he appears 
usually to find this not too Irksome 
—he can enjoy a better life than 
most. So the urge to taste the 
'forbidden fruit of capitalism must 
weaken day by day—if, indeed, it 
ever existed. 

Possibly, too, Stevenson feels 
deep down that he would never 
make it all the way to the top now. 
Certainly he will not attempt the 
journey if he listens to Miclcey Duff, 
the London promoter and 
matchmaker, who is generally 
regarded as the most astute, judge of 
a fighter anywhere in the world. 

“He is not that good,” declares 
Duff, with utter conviction. "His 
style is perfect for three-round 
fights, with that stiff left jab and 
long right. But he is stereotyped 
and suspect under pressure. 

“No doubt, he'll win a third 
Olvnipic title. It’s not nearly so 
difficult after the first time. You 
have greater experience than the 
rest, for with so much money 
available for professional 
heavyweights, amateurs don’t hang 
around four years for a second 
attempt at an Olympic medal.” 

Duff will never be persuaded. 
Stevenson has the equipment to 
become heavyweight champion of the 
world. “But he might have made it 
into the top some years ago,” he 
concedes. Despite that lack of 
enthusiasm, London’s leading 
match-maker u certain an Ali- 
Stevenson world title fight would 
earn a fortune. "I’m biowed if I know 
why.” he says. “In my opinion, it 
would be a mismatch, between a man 
who can’t fight any longer and a 
man who never could. 

That damning verdict is unlikely 
to be challenged in the ring. Plans 
for a series of exhibitions between 
the pair have been shelved. The 
American television networks, 
invited to put up the one million 
dollars promised to -the Cuban 
Boxing Federation and an 
undisclosed but probably much 
larger -sum demanded by Ali, have 
declined. 

So the heavyweight division will 
have to stagger on with the likes of 
Bobick and Johnny Tate—a first- 
round victim of Stevenson’s in 
Montreal—now topping the hill, 
while promoters search endlessly For 
a successor to the great Muhammad 
Ali. 





Baseball 

fever 

TPHE NEW BASEBALL SEASON 
^ has opened amid calculation 
not just of earned run averages and 
batting percentages but of record 
gates and million-dollar salaries as 
well Baseball is back, as popular as 
ever. Club-owners whose teams are 
'not tax wilite-otfs are looking for¬ 
ward to an even belter year than 
1978. The 26 major league clubs 
between them drew attendances of 
more than 40m last year, up G'jTo 
from those of 1977. Six clubs had 
gates of more than 2m and the Los 
Angc-les Dodgers, whose sieve-likt 
infield lost them the 1978 world 
series to the New York Yankees, 
had a record 3.3m. 

Televised baseball has still to 
catch football. Three households in 
10 tunc in the baseball’s world 
series. Five in 10 sets are on for the 
National Football League’s super- 
bowl. Televised baseball ratings top 
all other sports, however. The slogan 
“Baseball fever—catch it!” has be¬ 
come “Baseball fever—we’ve 
caught il." 

This success showed in olf-season 
trades of “free agents"—stars selling 
to the highest bidder. The Cincin¬ 
nati Reds’ .slugger, Mr Pete Rose, 
equalled Willie Keeler's 1897 record 
for 44 consecutive hits last year and 
became only the 13th major league 
batter to go over 3,000 hits in a 
career. With these credentials, he is 
being paid $800,000 a year by the 
Philadelphia Phillies. Another state 
batter, Mr Dave Parker of Pitts¬ 
burgh Pirates, has just become base¬ 
ball’s first real million-dollar man 
with a $6m contract for five years. 

With money raining down like 
fly balls in the Yankee outfield, the 
league’s 52 umpires want their 
shares “Pete Rose makes in six 
games what 1 make in a season,” 
complained Mr Dick Stello, who has 
joined his colleagues in a strike. 
There are 162 games in baseball’s 
long season. So Mr Stello, by his 
own sums, is making $30,000 a year, 
hardly a pauper’s income. But it is 
less than the incomes of referees in 
basketball and .football, say baseball's 
umpires, and they think the league 
pre.sidcnts, Mr Chub Feeney and Mr 
Lee MacPhail, can afford .the in¬ 
creases they want 

Instead, these flinty-hearted men 
have hired minor league and ama¬ 
teur umpires in their place. Base¬ 
ball’s opening week saw plenty of 
doubtful calls as a result. There 
were, however, few arguments. A 
icapadty crowd, including Governor 
Carey and Mayor Koch, crossed 
picket lines at Yankee stadium to 
watch the world champions lose 
their opener to the Milwaukee Bre- 

lAMtre 


The Yankees’ amazing Ron Guidry 
pitched perfectly for 51/3 innings, 
retiring 16 batters one after ano¬ 
ther. (This may be the only task in 
any sport for which perfection is 
lainly defined: there must be no 
its, no runs and no man reaching 
first base. Only eight major league 
pitchers I his century have pitched 
perfect nine-innings games). Then 
to show he is human, Mr Guidry 
gave up four runs before leaving 
the field to take an early shower. In 
the National League, Pittsburgh. 
Philadidphia and Los Angeles arc all 
strong; in the American I.eague, 
Kansas Citv. Milwaukee, Boston and 
Baltimore would all be wise to treat 
New York as the team they have to 
heal lo leath the 1979 world scries 
in October. 

Brearley 
hits out 

O N THE EVE OF THE OPENING 
oi the cricket season. England 
captain Mike Brearley criticised the 
MCC (April 20) in a brochure pre¬ 
sented to launch the 1979 “Benefit 
Middlesex” scheme, designed to 
meet the soaring costs of running 
the county. 

“My feeling is that the MCC ad- 
miniistration are more, rather then 
less, jealous of their local powers 
at Lord’.s, now that their interna¬ 
tional and national powers have 
greatly dimini.slied,” he writes. 

Brearley specifically attacks the 
MCC’s attitude lo cricketers playing 
at headquarters. 

“One traditional view that an 
unconventionally or sloppily dressed 
side must lack discipline on the field 
has been convincingly squashed by 
the concomitance, of unprecedented 
success with unprecedented informa¬ 
lity of dress,” he says. 

T-shirt.s and jeans quite often go 
hand in hand with attache cases. 
Fortunately, MCC cannot dictate 
what Middle.spx players wear on 
their way from the back door of 
the pavilion to the dressing room, 
though something they would like to. 

“Their own members arc still 
clad in jackets and ties and women, 
of course, still excluded from the 
pavilion.” 

Brearley added; “Most arguments 
and grievances by Middlesex players 
rewntly have revolved round such 
i.ssucs as who tan say anything to 
the groundsman, ditficulty of getting 
friends into the pavilion preference 
at nets —issues which involve the 
sensitive question of MCC/Middlesex 
jurisdiction.” 

MIGHAFl MFIPnRn 


With Hoggv 
in Englandv 



R odney hogg, outstand% 

ing fast bowler of the winter’s 
Ashes series made his first Loik 
dun appearance on the night of 
April 19 partnered by Peter Too* 
hey. The pair are Australia's nsr. 
presentatives in the Chubb World < 
Double Wicket Championship at 
Wembley Arena, i 

Hogg, who claimed a record 41 j 
wickets against Eiiigland in his ^ 
maiden scries and followed with 
10 more victims in the two-Test ! 
rubber against Pakistan, is one of 
the targets of attack in a contro¬ 
versial bbok by Graham Yallop 
recently pn blisned. 

The book, which is Yailop’s 
account of the series against Eng¬ 
land and fittingly called Lambs 
to the Slauohier, has drawn the 
attention ot the Australian board 
and has jeopardised the deposed 
captain's place in Australia's 
World Cup squad. 

Hogg, who is described in the 
Yallop book as “arrogant,” said 
on arrival in London on April Ifii 
“From the little 1 have seen of' 
his remarks^, there are plenty of 
exaggerations.” 

There was no hint of arroganas 
in Hogg’s astessment of big and 
Toobhy’s chances in the coMpeiti- 
tion, the jproceeds of which went 
to charity. He said: ‘T can't 
bat and Pete cann bowl; so it 
won’t he easy." 

DICKY HUTNAtSUR , 
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Off the-beaten track in cricket journalism! 

An entirely new theme. The overdiscussed format 
of trends, techniques and possibilities in 
cricket is out and a new format of thrilling life stories 
and intimate glimpses of cricketers is in. 

DHARMAYUG 



revives old memories and captures 
intimate intricacies in a new 

Bumper Cricket Special 

t With brilliant colour and black and whiter," 
^ photographs of cricketers 
in action 


Cricket is a part 
of life: 

Your favourite 
cricketer Salim 
Durrani narrates 
many untold 
interesting stories. 


A special 
assessment 
of the 

forthcomingiV 
World Cup 
series by 
commentator 
SureshSaraiya; 
Who will 
win the 
World Cup? 



Grandpa's cricket tales; 

• When Indian kings 
adopted cricket. 

• The nears and dears: 
Ranji and Duleep. 

e The cricket emperors: 
Conquering the world I 


e Delights of the cricketer fights, 
e Our superstitious cricketers. 

• An umpire's travails by A.M. Mamsa. 

• The funny side of cricket statistics. 

• Childhood memories of our cricketers, 

• The high-pitch romance: 

Gary Sobers and Anju Mahendru. 



A frank comment on 
AIR'S sports policy and 
cricket commentary by 
Keshav Jha. 

The parliamentarian cricket: 
Women's Cricket: 

A step daughter how 
long? 

And a call to the nation by 
Janakidas: 

Oust cricket! Save India! 


Plus our regular features. 
You must buy a copy! 
You'd like to preserve it! 
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For a fine innings in 
thrilling reading! 

Largest Circulated 
Illustrated Hindi weekly. 
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Crossword 


i_ 

Gridm«n 

13 



[ACROSS! 

1 In fencing, a movement made 
while the feet remain static (4, 5) 

5 A gentle movement of the foot¬ 
ball, which travels in an arc (3) 

7 Go shooting for sports (3) 

8 Young hawk whose training is 
incomplete (5) 

10 Impenetrably stupid (5) 

11 Country on the Mediterranean 
coast of Africa (5) 

12 —etus : Induced movement in 
athletics (3) 

16 Nimbleness (7) 

17 A slangname for the head (3) 

19 An attachment tor holdinq a year 
to the mast (5) 

21 A breed of dog (5) 

23 Farewell (5) 

24 Light pole used for rowing [3) 

25 — Ambers : the ring narfie of the 
great American boxer, 

D'Ambrosla (3) 

26 In this kind of swimming, one 
may use whichever strokes best 
suits one (4, 5) 

[DOWN I 

1, Boxer (6) 

2 Spanish dance (8) 

3 One reason ior which ^play In a 
cricket match may be> stopped (4) 

4 The duelling sword (4) 

6 In tennis, such*a player chooses 
not to approach the net (4) 

9 Provide with the necessary equip¬ 
ment (3) 

13 Artful (3) 

14 Action — are positions taken up 
by sailors before going Into 
action (8) 

15 A cool walk (8) 

18 Broad Japanese sash (3) 

20 In wrestling, a throw (4) 

21 Blow with fist of hand (4) 

22 Practise horsemanship (4) 


(Solullofia next weak) 


Question box 


■■■■■■■■■■■lAiisvvafs by Vijayan Bala 

R. Anaarl, Jaipur. 

Q: Who has taken the highest 
number of wickets in a Test for India ? 

A: Jesu Patel with 14 for 124 vs 
Australia at Kanpur in 1959-60. 

AJay HIrkemI RIshra. 

Q: Who Is he highest wicket-taker 
in Test series? 

A: S. F. Barnes of England with 
49 vAckets In lour Tests against 
South Africa in 1913-14. 

0. Lallset Kanpur. 

Q: How many English players 
scored centuries against India In the 
1967 series? 

A: Three English players scored 
centuries against India In the 1967 
series. 

Aflabuddin, Calcutta. 

O: What Is the Test batting record 
of M. L. Jaisimha? 

A: in 39 Tests, Jaisimha scored 
2,056 runs at an average of 30.69. 
He hit three centuries. 

8. K. Mondol, Calcutta. 

Q: Which is the Test batting 
record of K. D. Watters of Australia ? 

A: In 68 Tests, Walters scored 
4,960 runs at an average of 47.69. 
He hit 14 centuries. 

B. K. Saha, Imphal. 

Q: What is the Test bowling 
record of S. Venkatraghavan ? 

A: In 43 Tests, Venkatraghavan 
has taken 133 wickets at 32.26 a piece. 

Rupa Ssn, Calcutta. 

Q: What is the Test batting record 
of Vijay Hazare 7 

A: In 30 Tests, Vijay Hazare 
scored 2.192 runs at an average of 
47.65. He hit seven centuries. 

T. N. GowrI Shankar, New Delhi. 

Q: What is Kapil Dev’s Test 
record ? 

A: In nine Tests, Kapil Dev has 
scored 488 ruhs at an average of 48.80. 
He has also taken 24 wickets at 41.13 
a piece. 


[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 12! 



[ Amar OMta. RanagliAL 

0: Hawf the Mohammed brothers 
of Pakiatan -- Hanlf, Muslaq and 
Sadiq played in the same Test? 
Against whom was It and whet were 
their Individual performances In that 
match ? 

A: Yes. In the first Test at 
Karachi in 1969 against New Zealand. 
Hanlf scored 22 find 35, Mushtaq 14 
and 19 and Sadiq 69 and 37. In bowl¬ 
ing. Mushtaq had 1 to 32 off 17 overs 
In the match. Both Hanlf and ^diq 
bowtod 2 overs each conceding 1 and 
2 runs respectively without taking 
wickets. 


Quiz 


Ghbsn 

QUESTIONS 

1. When did India take part In the 
Davis Cup for the first time 7 

2. When did India qualify for the 
Davis Cup Zone final lor the first 
time and with what result 7 

3. Who comprised the first official 
Indian team that participated In 
the World table tennis cham¬ 
pionships In 1938 at Cairo 7 

4. In which year were the first Indian 
National table tennis champion¬ 
ships held and where? 

5. Where was the first Quadrangular 
football tournament held 7 Who 
became the champions 7 

6. Who are India’s first National 
champions in men's and women's 
basketball 7 

7. In which year was the Railway 
Sports Control Board formed 7 

8. Which is India's first cricket 
club 7 

9. Who are the first Indian side to 
win the Durand Cup 7 

10. What was the Maori Shield 7 

ANSWERS 
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(■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■Bortn Sch«piro 

It you ail- in a grand slam and can see 
only 12 certain trpcks, it seems natural 
to look for a I31h. The odd feature of this 
week's hand was that the only winning 
play consisted of thiowinp away otie of 
the original 12 tricks and then looking 
tor two morel 

4 752 
A64 

0AKOI0 965 

4 none 


4 1098 
7 J 9 7 3 2 


jij 4K06 
^K1085 
^ 6J843 

s 4 bS 2 


4 A J 43 
02 

4AK03 10 97 

North dealt at game all and this was the 


bidding: 




soul H 

WEST 

north 

EAST 



1 0 

pass 

3 4 

pfi:>s 

40 

pabxS 

4 NT 


5'^ 

pass 

7 NT 

ptlSb 

pass 

pass 


North's four-diamonds, a jump bid in a 
forcing situation, conventionally showed 
a solid suit, so after checking on Aces 
South wunt straight to a grand slam. He 
choso to play in no-trumps rather than a 
i.uit III case of bad breaks, but this had 
an unforeseen ettect when West led the 
10 of spades. South won test's Queen 
with the Ace, but dummy's void in clubs 
meant that it was now or never for 
doclaier's long suit (It West had led 
a heart, dechrer would have been able 
to take A bc/ore coming to hand with 
4 A - then if either defender held 4 1^ 0 
and toui diamonds he would be 
squeezed.) 

With little or no choice South leelcd oft 
Ills seven club winners while dummy 
came down to A and Q A K Q 10, but 
when the diamonds failed to break 
declarer was a trick short. (Sitting over 
dummy. East had no problems in dis¬ 
carding.) 

South could have given himself an extia 
chance which would have woikcd as 
the cards lay. The point that he over¬ 
looked was that if the diamonds behaved 
he had plenty of tricks without even 
using the Ace of hearts. Suppose de 
clarei simply throws away 'y A on one 


ot his winning clubs. After the last club 
has been cashed dummy is down to 
0 A K 0 10 9 while declarer has J 43 

V 0 0 2 left. East is squeezed m three 
suits - if he lets go a diamond dummy 
is high, and if he unguards the spades 
or the hearts South cashes the newly 
developed winner and squeezes East 
again. 

l.ast week's quiz; West played in 3 NT 
against the lead of 4 0- 

WEST EAST 

4AK7 48642 

VKb fj? A073 

QK084 0 10 3 

♦ A084 4753 

West will probably need the club finesse 
(or an end-play) for his contract and will 
also need two diamond tricks However, 
to lead diamonds twice tram dummy 
IS not practical because of the shortage 
of entries to the table- After ducking the 
opening lead West does best to lead a 
low diamond towards the 10. This will 
give two tricks in the suit whenever 
North holds the Jack, 

This week's quiz: with East West 

V iilnerable South holds 4^‘f2f798653 
0 4 4 A 7 6 3. West deals and opens one- 
diamond which North overcalls with one- 
heart. What should South call after a 
pass by East? 


'Chess 


“In practice this has been Black's most 
piypular choice, but we consider it to bo 
interior to 4 . . . N • B3 and 4 ... Q - R5.'' 
So wrote Botterlll and Harding about 
the move 4 . . . B - B4 (after 1 P K4, 
P-K4; 2 Kt -KB3, Kt-0B3: 3 P-04, 
P X P; 4 Kf X P) at the beginning of the 
first chapter of their book f/ie Scotch. 
Authors do well to write with conviction, 
but of course their views are not always 
shared by others. Beilin is one who has 
other ideas about the above variation, 
and at a critical stage of the British 
Championship he had the temerity and 
courage to play 4 . , . B - B4 against the 
then title-holder. His reward was a tren¬ 
chant victory, which put him back into 
contention tor the prizes. 

WhitP' Aaora* Bottarill; Black Robert 
Bollln. Scotch. (British Championship. Ayr, 
1978.) 

1 P-K4, P-K4; 2 Kt-K81, Kt-QB3 

3 P - 04. R K R; 4 Kl » R. ■ - B4 
i Kt - KU, B - Kt3; S R-OR4, R-OR3 
T KI-B3. KKt-K2 

Pcihaps best ol all here is 7 P - 03. pre 


sarvmq the options tor the dovolopmeni ot llie 
Kino's Knight. 

■ B-KK«»,R-B3; t 8.-IM.8-e 
tOP-m. B-RS; tfQ-Ot,R-Q3 
1t8-0>8,B-K3; 13Kt-eS.K-R1 

The game Horl ■ Porlisch. Monaco. t8fi9, 
reached this pasition by a dilterent ordei ol 
moves; and the Czech grandmaster rhosc- 
Itie simple 14 B - K2 followed soon by KR - KI. 

14 P-KB4, 0.02; UR-KI... 

BottoriH’s last two moves are less natural 
Ilian Hort’s 

H...B.KKH; MB.K2, KtxKI 
.17 PxKt, KI-K2; tSB-B3, R-BJI 

Black lakes the initiative, exploiting the absence 
ol While's Rook from Qfto open linos ol 
coiinlerallack on the O .side 

18RxR, RxR; 20 Kt - 04, OR - Kt 

It 20 ... KR - Kt. White has 21 R » Kl and 22 
BxOBP, 

21 B-R»... 

This puls the Bishop on a woise squarp anil 
drives the Rook to a belter one 

21...R-Kt1; 22B-B2,P-OB4 

23 KI-K13, O.B2; 24 0-K2,Kt-B3 
23 OxR. Kt-Ktl; 2BO-K2,BxKt 
2TRxB,OxP; 2tK-OZ,R-BS 

2>OxP... 

Tho wliile King would tiave been siit.ir'i l■,■ll In 
decisive threats atlor 29 B x H. Kl 01' h, 
hut it would ho the 'righl' way lo end 

20 ... B X B; 30 Raafgni 

CampatRlon G303. Solution next week 
Black 



How did While win biilliantlv'* 

Solution to G302' (Mestel-ClarKe, Ayr. 
tOTO). (4k2r/5pp1/p3p3/3pP2p/2pP3P/qbON4 
(SPPt/1R4K1 .White to play.) 

The uame ended m a repehlien ol Ih'- ini.ilicn 
by 31 Kl B6, 0- R/. 32 H KO 0 Rl. (.1 
32 0 R8ih.33K H2. n n. Ihcn R x « 

wns); .33 R - KM. 0 R7. 34 R |M2. O Rl. 
35 R- KM (alter 35 Kl x B. li .'.I fti.i. k wu.ilil 
recover Iho pie.e) Played m llie la'.l miuikJ 
this draw stoppod Me .tei - ominu eiiiial lircl 
Problom No 10M. Solut lor, iiexl week 
A. C. White {Anieruaii CZi'".'. rtiiih hti, liH2) 
lb2M4i3n3B/t q2p3/1 p4p1 /pRr3kpb/h202 
r1/TB/ 2N1R3.0 white man; 12 black.) 
While lo play and male in Iwo move'. 

Solution lo No 1030 (Haxularan). (t/7b/ 
4n2b/304/4r377B/R2Ph3/5R1 K - mate In two.) 
1 0 . Kt3 (threat 2 0 KB3) (a) 1 Kt ■ 05. 
20-B4, (b)l R -Kn5,2 0 K.3 «;) 1 
Kt-Kt4. 2 P -04, (d) 1 H -Kb..P 03 


























Let 

UNIT TRUST 

invest for you 


You, like many others, may 
have found investing rather 
risky. And yet, it's the best 
way to make your savings 
grow. Now Unit Trust offers 
you all the gains without 
any of the disadvantages. 

All you do is buy Units 
(They’re sold in multiples 
of ten). And the Trust will 
invest the mbney for you, in 
shares and debentures. 

To keep your money safe, 
every investment is carefully 
selected by a team of experts. 
And the investments are 
spread out, to give you 
indirect holdings in as many 
different industries as 


possible. In fertilizers, 
chemicals, iron and steel 


power, transpon, textile etc., 
all productive enterprises 


to enhance your savings. 


The dividend on your Units 
is declared every July. It 
was 9% last year. You have 
the choice to reinvest it in 


more Units, so your money 
grows even quicker. 


And besides this you can get 
the advantage of general and 
exclusive tax concessions ! 


Plus, you can buy Units right 
now, and still get the whole 
year's dividend! 


Remamber, Units give you 

• Safety of capital 
a Easy aneaahability 

a Attractive dividand<-^ith no 
tax cut at aourea 

• Excluaivt tax banafits 


Foi further informition 
Diaaee contact 



UNIT TRUST 
OF INDIA 


4, Fairlia Place, Calcutta 700 001 
Phone; 23-9331,23-1031, 
23-8818,22-8790. 


Build up your savings. Unit by Unit. 


SWa'a4iT|-flS-tOI 
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Yippee 
it*s Dipy*s 


Yes folks, the little ones treasure t 
Dipy's squashes. Grown-ups love* 
them too. And wait till you try 
Dipy's syrups, ketchups, sauces, 
jams'n' jellies. Mmmtn-- 
they're really riding hiah in taste 
and popularity. 

Dipy's Lemon, Orange, Mango 
Squashes, Lemon Barley Water, 
Lime Cordial, Pineapple Crush and 
delicious syrups. 



/^LLTHIS 
PELICIOUS rOOl^ 
ANP WE'RE too) 
. tiep up to / 
V^NUOV nr!/ 
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Lipys ■ ■ 1 






Dipy’s is real firuity^so fresh’n*Juicy. 
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and says India's tour to Australia later this year 
may well be cancelled as It is feared it won’t 
attract as much of a TV audience as the 
proposed ‘Grand Carnival'. Tony Lewis 
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Also: Extracts from an interview of Kerry Packer 
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Amar Bahadur and others. 
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Mohun Bagan will win. 
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as the best. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Indian 
hockey: 
Finished ? 


IJUJASE CONVEY OUR 
a congratulations to the 


Pakistan hockey team on 
their success in the Esanda 


international hockey tourna¬ 
ment. They are the un¬ 
doubted world champions. 
To improve the standard of 
hockey in India, our players 
should take a lesson in the 


type of organised hockey dis¬ 
played by the Pakistanis. 
RAKTIM KUMAR ROY. 


CHANDREYEE ROY. 


Bhadreawar. 


IT SEEMS INDIAN HOC- 
key is finished. The defeats 
against Holland and Austra¬ 
lia clearly reveal that those 
countries have quietly im¬ 
proved in every department 
of the game. The time has 
come for India to stop play- 
ii^ traditional hockey and 
give emphasis on the 
foreign techniques of hockey. 
Hie Government should 
make five-year plans tn im¬ 
prove our standard of hockey. 

ABDUL AZIZ, 
Calculla. 

GNASHING OF TEETH 
and shedding of tears is not 
uncommon whenever any 
Indian team fails in an inter¬ 
national meet. But the fart is 
our national hockey team 
did not take the best avail- 


team for their spirited and 
lion-hearted performance. 
Better luck next time ! 

JEEVAK SUSmUT, 
Delhi. 

I CONFIRM TOAT I AM 
more than satisfied with the 
performance of our boys at 
Perth. I repiiat that the old 
players are past theii prime, 
as evidemed in Montreal and 
Buenos Aires and the .■ielcc- 
tors of the National Federa¬ 
tion have harnessed the best 
available youngsters in the 
country to form the nucleus 
of our fuliire. national team. 

Our young.sters were un¬ 
lucky to have had to play two 
very .strong teams. Holland 



county league In England. 
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able talent in the coiintr.v. 

Who are responsible for 
the debacle at Perth ? Of 
course, the selectors are 
mainly responsible, but are 
the players also net respon¬ 
sible for this debacle ? We 
observe that almo.st each 
and every hockey match 
turns into a battle. It is 
shameful to say that even in 
the final of the Rangaswami 
Cup, the blue riband of 
Indian hockey, players of 
both the teams exchanged 
hot words and sticks. And 
the last National team was 
mostly represented by these 
hot-headed players. A player 
must be disciplined and 
punctual, and our players 
lack these virtues. Hence, 
they were bound to be de- 


and Australia, in their open¬ 
ing matches against whom 
they displayed grit and deter¬ 
mination, wbirh is most en¬ 
couraging. ! am cor fidi'iit, 
with .some more grooming 
and oxperienr'e in internatio- 
nalional tom naiiioiits this 
young team will retrieve all 
our past glories in the very 
near future. 

In the true spirit of .sports- 
man.ship Ir-l us eoagratulale 
the winners and :tt the same 
time ronmiend our young- 
strrrs for their virliant pluck 
again-.t today's acknow¬ 
ledged world stars of field 
hockev. 

M.A.M RAMASWAMV, 
President, Indian IlocUey 
l-’ederation. 
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fealed. 

UPAL DEB and SUBIR DAS, 
Paiidu. 

HEARTY CONGRATULA- 
tions to the ‘new look’ Indian 


Unfair 

N GOING THROUGH 
the list of jilayttrs of the 
Indian kah.iddi team (Mon) 
against Bangladesh one can- 





not but foel that Ihe selec¬ 
tors were biased and did nut 
give due consideration to 
merit. Ilarring a few play¬ 
ers, the rest did not even 
come up to the standard of 
the second line-up. Ilengal 
appears to be dominating the 
sci'.ne with Maharashtra. 
While the latter has got 
every justiliration to do .so, 
as they have been the Na¬ 
tional Champions tor the 
last two years, IJengal is yet 
to make the grade. 

Again, two Karnataka 
players wore .selected but the 
best of the lot, Subbanna 
from CIL Sports Club, was 
left out. It mast be rernem- 
beuul that Karnataka won 
the National Champioaships 
in 1973 and 1975 under the 
able captaincy of Subbanna. 
If the performances in the 
Nationals held at Vijaya¬ 
wada (January, 1979) wa.« 
any con,sjdcration, then Sub¬ 
banna should have been an 
automatic .selection as he ac- 
quitt(‘d himself superblv as 
an all round player. If in¬ 
cluded, he would have been 
an automatic choice as the 
captain of the fndian side, 
not only b«*cause he is the 
■seniormoKl pi aver but be¬ 
cause of his immuculate man¬ 
ners on and off the field. 

Still stranger was that 
none of the players of Tamil 
Nadu, who won the National 
Championships at Bangalore 
in 1976 defeating all the fan¬ 
cied teams, and Kerala, who 
have taken the burden of 
hasting the next Nationals, 
found ^ place in the Indian 
team. 

M. K. MURTHY, 
Bangalore. 

Credibility gap 

lAT ACTUALLY IS 
the rote played by a 
good administrator? One can 
easily doubt the credibility 
of the Bengal Hockey Asso¬ 
ciation or the Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation of Bengal. 

Take hockey first. Last 
year, we, in Bengal, saw tho 
advent of many young and 
promising outstalion players 
in Virendrababadur Singh, 
Umc.sh Kumar or the nol-so- 
old Shivaji Pawar. But they 
could not represent Bengal 
because Messrs Santosh Gan 
guli (the then BHA secre¬ 
tary) & Co stipulated a new 
rule that no player will be 
entitled to represent Bengal 
unless he plays in Bengal 
foe ihrc e (cMnserutive ?) 
years. 

Poes this make any sense? 
Vliendra, after such a mag 
nificient season with Mohun 
Bagan, or Pawar with East 
B<;ngai had to be ignortsl due 
to some whimsical adininis- 


tratibn puttiaif a premium 
OR quality itself! A player 
wins a place by virtue of his 
calibre, not bjr any provincial 
stamp. And if the rule is 
meant to encourage our 
home players, how many ol 
them have been produced by 
Messrs Ganguli and his com¬ 
patriots in the recent ycarsf 
It is bound to affect the 
general standard and na 
turally we have to be content 
with mediocre Parampal and 
Kumar All’s instead of the 
up-and-coming Jasmindcr or 
Abid Noor. 

CAB has no such funny 
roles, but It is really difficult 
to follow what standard they 
go by. We heard very little 
about Mohammed Tarif or 
Gavri Mafid's after they 
came over to Bengal this 
year — two players who 
served U.P., last year’s Banji 
runncrs-up, quite successfully 
last year. They might not 
have had a very spectacular 



Pranab Roy in 1974 


season wRb Mcdtathmcdad 
Sporting but certainly the]y 
deserved a look in. And if 
age prevented Farasatuliah 
from making the Bengal 
team why was Porel consi¬ 
dered ? Porel had a dream 
season; Farasatuliah could 
have had one. He showed 
ample proof of that in the 
only zonal match he played. 

The selectors must find 
young cricketers but not at 
the cbkl of a worthy one. 
They were reluctant enough 
to give Pranab or Udaybhanu 
their over-due position in the 
Slate team but all of a sud¬ 
den there were too many 
‘raw* players In the side. 
Srimonlo was lucky to find 
hi.s place secure even after 
that nightmarish innings 
against Bihar. But thanks, 
all the same, to the selectors 
for showing the courage to 
infuse m;w blood, though it 
was all a bit hectic and inju- 
diciuu.s. 

DEBASISH CAJPTA, 
Kalyani. 

Deplorable 

T ie CRICKET COVERAGE 
of Sporiiworld is really 
very very deplorable. If it 
continues in the same man¬ 
ner it is going to lose the 
attention of the cricket-lov¬ 
ing public. 

ZIA MASOOD, 
Calcutta. 

Anasuya and AAF! 

TN SPORTSWORLD (FEB- 
•I ru^ry 28) your correspon¬ 
dent .states that the AAFI 
had cleared Anasuya Bai. If 
the athlete was disqualified 
by the Asian Games federa¬ 
tion, surely it was done by a 
higher authority. Anyway, 
the Hony. Secretary of the 
AAFI is not the authority to 
decide on such matters. A 
corn potent medical panel 
alone can pass or disqualify 
the athlete concerned. It is 
time to do this and resolve 
the embarrassment caused 
instead of pooh-poohing the 
opinion of the Asian Games 
sex tests. 

B. N. NA/K, 
Jamshedpur. 

See evil only ? 

IN MOST ISSUES OF 
J Sportsworld we find arti¬ 
cles criticising the sports 
establishment (e. g., Amrita’s 
case. Aroon Kumar’s case, 
Gavaskar'.s case. National 
volleyball etc.) Don’t vou find 
anything good in them? 
Everything has two aspects. 
You should not be the one- 
eyed deer of the fable. 

ARVN KUMAR LADIA, 
Howrah. 



T he RECENT POPULA 
rity gained by film stars' 
cricket is a very disturbing 
trend indeed. Every time 
there arises the need for 
raising funds for some laud¬ 
able purpose (Chief Minis¬ 
ter’s relief fund, etc.), some¬ 
one comes lip with the bright 
(?) idea of organising a film¬ 
stars’ cricket match. In these 
matches one sees the game 
of cricket, and the greats it 
has produced, being insulted 
by our glamorous stars from 
the iilmworld; one secs such 
rare sights as underarm 
bawling, the wicket-keeper 
running down to the boun¬ 
dary line to retrieve the ball, 
the ball dropping twice or 
thrice before coming up to 
the batsman from the bowl¬ 
er’s hand. In fact, if ever 
there was a "circus” it wa.s 
this sort of a cricket match. 

The organisers of such 
matches should retrain from 
indulging in such cricket- 
killing activities. The game 
of cricket is associated with 
discipline and dignity. Cri¬ 
cket cannot be fooled around 
with. We would be happier 



seeing Amitabh, Dhariiiendra 
and other super-stars on the 
screen rather than on the 
cricket field. 

ASHOK DVTTA, 
Shillong. 

Misfired ? 

TjmiATEVER INSINUA- 
fV tion you might have in- 



ditor's page 



XT seem that it is not only 
^ the players who can find 
themselves in disagreem^. 
Occasionally, commentators too 
have a go at each other; and 
if Mr Merchant’s letter to 
various personages connected 
vnth AIR highlighting 
Mr A. F. S. T. Taleyarkhan’s 
lack of ability in this field is any 
indication, then more than 
petty jealousies exist amongst 
those who describe the game. 

One assumes that all those 
who are tempted to broadcast 
for the edification of miUhons 
of listeners believe themselves 
to be more or less qualified, 
though U must be admitted 
that no one person can 
satisfy aU. 

There are those who like the 
game to be described with 
minimum embeUishment; others 
who prefer the facts laced 
UberaUy with anecdotes and 


;*nforri^mon qme irmemu. 
fStme like it straijght while 
.i Smers want spice and, since 
styles dij^, commentators will 
’httsfi to five with their share 
of erUieism. 

This is to be expected, but it 
, muM hurt when a fellow 
assoeUde cbmdates his written 
resentment, even if a copy is 
endorsed to the ‘object’ of his 
dihpprovttl. But who would 
deny Mr Merchant his views ? 
Ma^ may agree with him, just 
as surely there will be those 
who feel that it smacks of 
stones in glass houses. Not that 
this affair caused much of a 
ripple but it did manage to put 
the AIR in the middle of a 
controversy. 

AIR'S claim that if it took 
notice of all criticism, no matter 
how substantial the source, it 
would cease to be operative is, 
of course, justified. In this 
case anyway. But one wonders 
if it has managed a clear 
conscience on all occasions, 
especially in the selection of 
commentators. 

One realises that it does not 
control the finances to attract 
the likes of John Arlott, hut 
within the Indian context it 
can pay well enough to interest 
whatever quality is available. 
Nor can there be many who 
do not fancy the idea of their 
voices reaching a hundred 
million ears. But if opinions 
expressed in Pportsworld, as 
wen as other magazines, are 
evidences of the general 
disappointment, it is time 


me AiK MU a quick 
self-examination. 

To its credit, it has formed 
a committee of ‘experts’ to 
advise on the selection of 
commentators. But as long as 
the poUcy is to give a chance 
to ail, guaUiy will suffer — 
and so will we. 

Further, can AIR substantiate 
that it is not susceptible to 
pressure and lobbying, at times 
to whims and fancies, and 
delayed decisions. If it caH, 
then one will have to accept 
what is offered and admit that 
the Indian commentator who 
expresses himself with clarity 
and knowledye, who can present 
statistics with interest and 
above all be relevant through^ 
out is, indeed, a rare bird am 
must be preserved with care. 

One will always be thankful 
to AIR for its patronage to 
the many games, especially 
cricket. One will be further 
grateful if it takes a little more 
care in Selecting those who 
interpret it. This much is surely 
owed to cricket's courdless 
admirers, which, as we all 
know, include both Mr Merchant 
and Mr Taleyarkhan. 


tended in vour article ‘Just 
what is the Board’ (Sporfs- 
wc/rld March 14) it has com¬ 
pletely misfired because at 
the time of starting the con¬ 
struction or the completion 
of Wankhede stadium in 
Bombay Mr S. K. Wankhede 
was not a Minister, much 
less a Finance Minister of 
Maharashtra. He wa.s elec¬ 
ted Speaker of the Maha¬ 
rashtra Legislative Assembly 
in 1972 and relinquished his 
post in 1977. 

It is beyond my compre¬ 
hension what connection a 
Speaker might have with the 
building of a stadium or 
with the API. a company 


connected with scooter in¬ 
dustry. Moreover, .so far as 
mv information goes. Mr 
Warkhede has no .share-hold¬ 
ing in the API nor has the 
API contributed a rupee for 
construction of Wankhede 
Stadium in Bombay. 

VJVEK D.4R. 

Calcutta. 

Ban benefit ties 


VrOWADAYS WE HEAR 
Is of benefit matches for 
all ex-Test cricketers. Among 
them only a few deserve to 
get a benefit. Getting a 
benefit match on the strength 
of playing a few Tests is 
not justifiable. It is an in¬ 


justice to other cricketers 
who really served Indian rri- 
ket with distinction. For 
example, V. V. Kumar of 
Madras and Rajinder Goel of 
Haryana deserved more than 
some of our so-called Test 
cricketers. The Board should 
sanction a benevolent fund to 
cricketers at the time of 
their retirement from first- 
class cricket. 

C. K. SVBRAMANIAM. 

Chttziobbd. 

A suggestion 

S INCE THE RESULT OF 
a 60-over match solely 
depends upon the total num¬ 
ber of run* .scored by a side 


irrespective of the wicketi 
lost and overs played, rasl 
batting and negative bowlini 
are invariably wilnes.sed Ii 
these fixtures. If runs art 
deducted for the wickets los 
and the balls unbowled 
these matches will be plavet 
sensibly and in the trui 
spirit of the game. Fo; 
example, .six runs may bi 
deducted for a wicket los' 
and one run for every bal 
unbowled. .Suppose a sidt 
scores 240 runs in .'iC,4 over' 
losing all wickets, the fina 
score of the side would hi 
computed at 240-(60+ 20) = 
160 runs. 

PRASHANT TANKSAIE 
Nagpw 



Ben Tnniplclon »nd Tom Foiman 


f The Sporting L ife 


LOVE ME SLENDER.... 

U.8Jk.: Slimming's important for participation in sports; 
conversely, sports keep one trim. Aspiring sportsfolk, how^ 
ever, who require to become or stay slim, needn’t worry too 
much about dieting; instead they should step up their sex 
life, for according to an American science magazine, one 
uses between 125 and 300 calories — depending on 
fervour — for each romantic interlude, the grand total for 
making love being 31,955 calories of energy consumption 
in a year I 

AND SEE HOW THEY RUN.... 

India; ... .to Packer, Indian Cricket Board President, 
Mr. Chinnaswamy revealed that the money one Test 
cricketer received during the recent Pak tour worked out 
to Rs. 400 a run I He also said the Board was considering 
“payment on performance." So now we know why Indian 
Packerltes hurried to sign the Board's contract for the 1979 
England tour: they were simply running for cover 1 

THAT MAN 'BOLTS'! 

Lucknow: The fndo-Pak wrestling festival ended in a 
farce when in the main bout the Pak wrestler, Tariq 
Mohammed, bolted from the stadium after toppling from 
the ring ! 

A SPORTING PRAYER 

U.8.A.: The Rev. John Marcucci, assistant pastor of 
the Church of the Resurrection,' Pittsburg, conducted a 
prayer service on Super Bowl Sunday, wearing a Steeler 
booster banner which read: "May the Lord bless you, 
keep you, and drop-kick you straight through the goal¬ 
posts of life"l 


B. TELLIS 



* WE LL WORl?/ ABOUT “THAT 
ON OUR, HONBVMOON.<-'^ 



^„ANP WB PRAyrW, 0 LORR THAT THE 
BETTER TEAM WlM.., HOWEVER, tJJoO 
PRAYEIH, LORP, that THOU REMEMBERBBT 
THE TEAM M/E PUYETH TOPAV I6 LDAPEP 
WITH ATHEI6TB.-*' 







Mob rule: 
The 

Mankad 

solution 

£ LAST CRICKET SEASON 
saw an unusually hich num¬ 
ber of matches which were dis¬ 
rupted by crowd misbehaviour. 
First it surfaced during the Bom- 
bay-Delhi Ranji semi-final. Next 
it occurred in the Duleep final be¬ 
tween North Zone and West Zone. 
The disea.se did not even ware 
some of the local matches in Bom¬ 
bay which involved schools, col¬ 
leges and club teams. 

In the Ranji and Duleep matches 
the mob could argue that since 
they bad paid good money they 
should be entertained by the 
players. But in the matches 
where schools were involved ad¬ 
mission was free and yet these 
games were wrecked by mis¬ 
creants. The reasons for mob 
fury must be other than the 
pnise vasool mentality. 

One recalls the incident at 
Bombay during the Ranji Trophy 
.semi-final, when with the match 
virtually decided in Delhi’s favour, 
Ashok Mankad asked the um¬ 
pires to resume the game. Most 
critics had denounced the Bombay 
skipper as stupid, childish and a 
bad loser. What was he trying to 
prove, they asked, when the pitch 
had been dug up, window panes 
broken and even the players 
threatened in their dressing 
rooms ? 

Ashok Mankad, one of the 
shrewdest brains in Indian cricket 
had a valid reason. He said re¬ 
cently : “This sort of thing is hap¬ 
pening a little too often. For 
no reason a team has to suffer 



because of this. In our match 
against Baroda the game was 
delicately poised in the closing 
stages when the crowd invaded 
the pitch. The game was aban¬ 
doned and Baroda were declared 
winners on their first innings lead. 
This is not fair to the players who 
try so hard and then find an out¬ 
side factor deciding the match. 
“And if this is going to be a regu¬ 
lar feature on Indian grounds the 
Board must draft a contingency 
in the rules which provides an al¬ 
ternative action for matches affec¬ 
ted by such disruptions. When I 
asked for the game to be resum¬ 
ed I realized Delhi had won it 
fair and square. I do not wish 
to detract from their marvellous 
effort. All I was trying to do 
was to emphasise the gravity of 
the situation. Today I am at the 
losing end. Tomorrow maybe 
someone else will lose a match 
because of the mob. The Board 
must review the rules in the light 
of these events.” 


Not, surely, to 
cricket's benefit 

Q uality oucket has al- 

ways been at a premium in 
benefit match but surely the 
Chandu Borde benefit between 
the Nirlon XI and the Indian XI 
takes the cake. Just consider 
what all happened there: 

A three-year-old boy, in red 
“knickers”, suddenly ran on to 
the wicket and insisted on taking 
the great little “Sunny” Gavas¬ 
kar's autograph. Gavaskar, always 
responsive to galley play, gave the 
autograph and going even fur- 
further gave him the ball too! 
The by-now-tickled-pink-capacity- 
crowd of 25,000 saw the boy take 
a long run-run and bowl to his 
other favourite, Dilip Vengsarkar. 

When it was Eknath Solkar's 
turn to bat he changed his stance 
and batted with the right handl 

But Ghawi was the cream 
among Uie Bombay cricket stars. 
He turned out to bat in the tradi¬ 
tional, Kolhapuri style with a 
huge pink turban — which turn¬ 
ed out to be lucky since he whac¬ 
ked three consecutive fours off 
the first three balls be faced. 

On the slightly more serious 
side, the broad-shouldered San- 
deep Patil carried on from his 
hitting feats in Bombay’s Times 
Shield and rattled up 95 in only 
67 minutes including a dozen four 
and five sixes. In one over from 
Bishan Bedi, Sandip sent two 
consecutive balls over the fence 
and the good-humoured Sikh hug¬ 
ged the umpire to prevent him 
from signalling the second six. 

It was all in good fun and i" 
none of Kolhapur’s cricket fans 
wondered wheUier they had come 
to see the cricketer’s professional, 
and not comic, skills, why should 
we? Nobody is complaining and 
certainly not Chandu Borde who 
netted in excess of Rs. 75,000. 



Esanda tourney 
or World Cup ? 

T here appears to be some 

confusion about the nomen¬ 
clature of the recently concluded 
Esanda International Hockey 
Tournament at Perth. The Britisn 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), 
known for its world-wide sports 


coverage, which often involves on- 
the-spot resumes of sporting events 
from vague nooks and corners of 
the world, refened to the Perth 
tournament as the World Cup on 
the opening day. 

Just when one was wondering 
whether one had heard it wrong, 
the BBC (World Service) compere 
set our doubts at rest by referring 
to Pakistan as the '’defending 
champions’’. Obviously, BBC's cor¬ 


respondent must have had Pakis¬ 
tanis title win at the World Cup 
Championship at Buenos Aires last 
year in mind when he talked about 
Pakistan’s title-defence’ campaign 
at Perth. 

Interestingly, a wire-service re¬ 
port published in “The Mail” 
(Madras) said that Pakistan had 
“retained” the title at Perth. Won¬ 
der bow a title could he “retained” 
in a tournament’s inaugural year ? 





Sportsworld Exclusive 


GOODBYE WSC! 

And India can take one 
last kick 

JOHN BBNAUD reports from Sydney on the latest 
developments in cricket "Down Under”—the pro¬ 
posed 'Grand Carnival .' the unresolved TV wrangle— 
and says the Indian tour lost'out as a TV spectacle. 


K erry packer, the scourge 

of Eslablishmcnt Cricket for two 
ycar& but at last given the blessing 
by the Australian Cricket Board to 
reach into his hip-pocket with that 
iron batting glove, has produced an 
(Australian) $4 million television 
plum that promises to give we 
"Down Under” cricket fans our most 
marvellous summer. 

No Indian summer, though. India’s 
merry men pencilled tentatively in¬ 
to the 1979-80 schedule one tumul¬ 
tuous season ago, will probably have 
their invitation to tour cauccllcd. 

Australia will very probably host a 
double-header Test scries with Aus¬ 
tralia pliiying three Tests against the 
Englishmen and another three 
against the West Indies. 

And there will almost certainly be 
a IS-game triangular tournament in¬ 
volving those three sides. Some of 
those games are sure to be at night 
at the brilliantly-lit Sydney Cricket 
Ground. 

And there is even talk that (Aus¬ 
tralian) $ 1.4 million will ,bc spent at 
the Mellwurne Cricket Ground erect¬ 
ing lights suitable for night games. 

So, cricket fans, for compromise, a 
peaceful word, please read extrava¬ 
ganza — for surely cricket in Aus¬ 
tralia next summer will be sontething 
else. There has been no comment 
from Kerry Packer, nor from bis 
organLsation, the Television Corpora¬ 
tion, which IS the Channel 9 network. 
The Board Chairman, Mr Bob Parish, 
said ; “I’m hopeful the decision 
taken by the Board is in the best 
interests of Australian cricket. 1 
believe it is.” 

*rhe Australian public, the long 
established fan, disagrees. There 
have been bitter letters to newspaper 
editors, scathing at the Board’s capi¬ 
tulation to the dollar and "damn the 
game”. As one v. ho has always been 
able to live with the impact of 
World Series Cricket, and even to see 
some of the good influence it would 


have on the grand old game, 1 doubt 
the conscientious objectors will 
achieve anymore than the tag of 
“fuddy-duddies”. 

There are, however, one or two 
apparent problems. Packer’s tender 
for television rights was accepted 
“in principle” for the next three sea¬ 
sons — 1979 to 1982 inclusive, and 
exclusive. 

IE WORD “EXCLUSIVE” RAT- 
ses an immediate problem. Not 
so long ago in Queensland the State 
Football Association, the Queensland 
Rugby League, signed a contract with 
a radio station — the deal was the 


Richie Benaud—an ideal TV commen¬ 
tator 



radio station would have exclusive 
rights to Rugby League broadcasts 
for live seasons. 

The other radio stations objected 
to the Trade Practices’ Commission 
and objection that was upheld be¬ 
cause of the monopolistic affect the 
deal created. Already a Federal 

a osition Senator has indicated he 
be raising the Packer-Board 
television contract with the Trade 
Practices people. And the Northern 
Territory Government, isolated as it 
is in the far north of Australia, has 
indicated that it is anxious to go 
ahead with an injunction to stop any 
agreement between Packer and the 
Board. 

It is unlikely though the other two 
commercial television stations in 
Australia will raise objections to the 
Nine deal — Channel 7 does the ten¬ 
nis and Ten expressed no interest 
when the original tenders were called. 
That leaves the Australian Broadcast¬ 
ing Commission, the ABC, which for 
time immemorial has won the TV 
rights. The Commission’s staff asso¬ 
ciation was bitter at the acceptance 
of Packer’.s offer. It is a Federal 
Government body. If the Federal 
Government was to exert pressure on 
the Trade Practices’ people Packer 
and the Board could again be locked 
into long and expensive legal argu 
ment. 

Another problem is the Packer net¬ 
work’s inadequacy to go nation-wide, 
as the Government sponsored ABC 
can. Packer must sell his cricket 
package, advertising- and all, to a 
network of other commercial stations 
around the country. Even if he man¬ 
ages that — and at last reports only 
three of 22 country television opera¬ 
tors had not agreed to take the pac¬ 
kage — 1.5 per cent of viewers will 
still not .see the Tests on television. 
Only the ABC is capable of saturation 
cover. There was talk the ABC might 
agree to take the country package 
as it did in 1977 when Australia 
was in England. 

Then the ABC paid Channel 9 
Australian $ 60,000 for the right to 
transmit to its nation-wide paints. 
’ITiat is not on —* the strung ABC 
Staff A.ssociation has already met 
and dccret;d any such move by the 
ABC will result in industrial action. 
There has been mention too of the 
advertisements — the public is hor¬ 
rified that between over chat time 
will be filled in with verbal splurges 
about tinned fruit, hamburgers and 
motor cars rather than incisive com¬ 
ment about how far the ball is swing¬ 
ing, whether there are seagulls at 
mid-off ur long-leg, and what the 
weather is like. And, as cricket 
lovers, they do have a reasonable 
point. 

But they forget that for a long 
time now the television cricket fan 
has had to bear some of the worst 
commentators in the game’s history. 
ABC commentators feel that the 
action, even though it is perfectly 
obvious to the viewer, should be des- 




cifl^ W minute detail As It is on 
radio. Now tbe fans will have such 
experts as Richie Benaud and Fred 
Trueman who keep description to a 
minimum as showed last season on 
World Series telecasts they are able 
to fit their criticisms and praise in 
during an over. 

Already Packer has signed 10 
major sponsors who pay ‘Australian’ 
$200,000 to 300,000 for a season spot; 
Just imagine how much this man and 
his business empire are going to pro* 
fit from this deal with the Board. 
Many of those sponsors will request 
full minute spots or half-minute 
spots in the gaps between overs. But 
there are also a lot of pull-through 
advertisements — those that flash 
onto tbe base of the screen while 
the commentator is summing up. 
Effective for the advertiser Imt not 
imposing on the viewer. There is 
every chance this method of advertis¬ 
ing will inaease this season, thus 
allaying the fears of the more con¬ 
servative fan who decries ads and 
cricket. But they are minor prob¬ 
lems, really. The real problems be¬ 
gin and end with the cricket and its 
format here in Australia in the sea¬ 
sons ahead. 

Q uite obviously the biggest 

was the future of Packer’s World 
Scries cricketers, most of whom have 
another season to run on contracts 
and most of whom are paid between 
‘Australian’ $ 22,000 and 30,000 a sea¬ 
son. If the Board retained its pro¬ 
posed programme and invited India 
for a Test series, supported by a 
one-day series between England. 
Australia and India, the Sheffield 
Shield and Gillette Cup, then Packer 
would have to retain World Series 
in some form. Otherwise he would 
have to pay up on players contracts 
without them even getting onto the 
field. 

Of course that was an untenable 
position for the television magnate. 
Instead, the Board and World Series 
officials dedded The simplest solution 
was the compromise every cricket 
fan — except the “fuddy duddies” — 
has longed for. Packer representa¬ 
tives maintained they wanted the 
World Series players to be involved 
in tbe summer, and preferably in¬ 
volved in “official” cricket. Most of 
Packer’s 60 players are Australians 
and West Indians. But an Australia 
versus West Indies series really 
wasn’t on — after all they had played 
and beaten Australia constantly in 
World Series in Australia for two 
seasons. And even though the series 
in the West Indies a month back was 
squared 'there was no doubt which 
side was superior. Still it was highly- 
desirable for Packer to have his 
Highly paid* West Indians on the 
field. So why not a threc-Test 
series ? 

But what about the Indians kuery ? 
They had been in Australia the season 
before and been beaten by Austra¬ 
lia’s ‘second XP led by veteran Bob 
Simpson. Packer, with an eye to his 


televMoa rsffoga, was apprehensive 
tiiey wcmld be a dniwcara. So, why 
not a three-Test series against Eng¬ 
land after all they Were coming for 
the proposed one-day series before 
going onto New Zealand. It would 
be a simple matter of reorganisation 
to bring them for three Tests and 
more one-day games. 

PVEN THOUGH ‘IHEY DEMO- 
■-< lish^ the Australians by a record 
5-1, there is no doubt tbe Test 
mounds will be packed when Brear- 
Kys men come back for a tilt with 

Rod Marsh—worUFs best, but future 


m Australian team refurbished witti 
Dennis Lillee, Jeff ‘Thomson, Greg 
Chappell and David Hookes. 

Player finance problem salved — 
no contracts to be broken. Although 
some players will have to be paid off, 
unless Packer cab place them in 
Grade Cricket teams. 

Grade Cricket is the metropolitan 
competition played below Sheffield 
Shield level in every State. Already 
there is rumour Tony Greig and 
Garth Lcroux. Keppler Wessms and 
Clive Rice have been contracted to 

uncertain 




ACB selector Neil Harvey—may jace 
problems 

play with Sydney’s Waverley Club, 
which incidenlally*Li the area in which 
Packer himself lives — Sydney’s 
eastern suburbs. 

But he faces problems with play¬ 
ers like West Indians Bernard Julien, 
David Holford. Richard Austin who 
are unlikely to make the West Indian 
touring party. And the Pakistanis. 
He has reportedly nine of the Pakis¬ 
tan Test team on his books. With 
negotiations still at a delicate stage 
there are rumours Pakistan may be 
brought here to contest the one-day 
fixtures. A more logical solution 
may be a series between India and 
Pakistan, now^that the India tour to 
Australia seems off. 

Once again Packer would at least 
have his players on the field. So 
what are the likely teams to contest 
these six Tests. Australia will be 
very strong — incredible though It 
may seem, there will actually be a 
suffeit ot openers. Heavens, bow 
Australia has struggled in that area 
since Lawry and Simpson dis¬ 
appeared I 'There will be Ian Davis, 
Bruce Laird, Rick.Darling, Graeme 
Wood, Andrew Hilditch, Rick Mo 
Cosker. Ian Chappell may not want 
to play but Greg Chappell will be 
back. Of the rest of the World Series 
batsmen only David Hookes and Mar¬ 
tin Kent seem to have any chance of 
beating the EstaUishment sUrs 
Alan Border, Graham Yallop, Peter 
Toohey and Kim Hughes. 

Whether Rod Marsh, undoubtedly 
the best ‘keeper in the world today, 
ran beat the rapidly-improving young¬ 
ster Wright is probably the key to 
many selections. They play for the 
same club in Perth. Wnat happens 
if thc'club selectors are a little fickle 
about Marsh's age. Do the state 
selectors then pick him ? 

Ray Bright looks to be a long way 
ahead of Bruce Yardley, Jim Higgs 
or Peter Sleep. If we need a spin¬ 
ner with fast men like Liltee, Thom¬ 


son, Hogg. Gilmour, Pascoe, Walker 
and Hurst. Heavens, that’s fire- 
oower. 

That team’s tilt with the West In¬ 
dies will be a ripper — Alvin Kalli- 
charran and Larry Gomes are prob¬ 
ably the only two Establishment 
West Indians with a hope of break¬ 
ing into Clive Lloyd’s team. 

England will 'be worst off. There 
will be a reluctance to choose the 
Packer players, such was the opposi¬ 
tion from the County Cricketers’ 
Union to WSC players even playing 
with counties. Can a place be found 
in Brearley’s triumphant team for 
Alan Knott, Derek Underwood, Bob 
Wonlmcr or Dennis Amiss ! 

Maybe not. Reports from England 
indicate the national selectors will 
resign rather than pick the Packer 
players in wba;t they say is a Test 
side that should not be disturbed. 
One selector reportedly said : “Bob 
Taylor has proved himself a better 
‘keeper than Alan Knott and Dennis 
Amiss has shown he can no longer 
handle fast bowling.’’ Probably there 
Is no disputing the claim about Tay¬ 
lor, but anyone who saw Brearley, 
Gooch and Boycott muff it so badly 
against Hogg and Hurst in Austra¬ 
lia would agree that even a worried 
Amiss would offer greater opposition 
than that lukewarm trio. 

Certainly none will be found for 
Tony Grcig. He is indisputably the 
mast hated man in England cricket, 
accused of underhand, behind door 
dealings when he sought to sign 
more English cricketers for the 
Packer series. 

Imagine what crowds these matches 
will draw. Two Tests will of course 
be played in the huge Melbourne 
Cricket Ground with its 1,20.000 capa¬ 
city. Without a doubt there is a 
likelihood cricket’s record attendance 
will be broken this summer at that 
ground. And last season in World 
Series a one night game between the 
West Indies and Australia drew 
50,000. That will be achieved again. 
And it is likely those two teams will 



Bob Taylor—btiler than Knott? 


be involved ip most of the sight 
cricket. 

England, unused to such conditions, 
may hesitate to take on their oppo¬ 
nents at any disadvantage. Sydney 
will certainly be the main venue 
although there is talk lighting will 
be introduced at the Melbourne Cric¬ 
ket G'xiund. If that is achieved 
there could hardly be a better venue 
for the final of the one-day knock¬ 
out games. 

nniHERE IS A SUGHT CHANCE 
* that night cricket may be played 
in Adelaide. Well remote'is probably 
a better word. Football park Jiaa 
adequate lighting, but Packer found 
in his first season Adelaide people 
were not prepared to travel to the 
distant venue — it is 20 miles out¬ 
side the city limits — and in bis 
second season the Norwood Council 
banned the use of the lights for the 
extended hours needed to complete 
a limited-over fixture. 


Of course, now there has been 
a compromise, the Norwood Council 
may prove to he a little more flexible. 
And finally there is the point of ad¬ 
ministration — there must be. a dis¬ 
tinct chance the World Series publi¬ 
city machine will be utilised by the 
Board. Heaven forbid — may wo 
even .see a couple of World Series 
governing body members involved In 
Board preparation of our future pro¬ 
grammes. 

And what of the Australian selec¬ 
tors. They have had a terrible two 
seasons : Hamstrung as they were 
by having to groom an entirely new 
team. 

But there must be grave doubts 
about Neil Harvey’s future. He has 
been most outispoken about those 
players who switched to World 
Series. Can he be impartial in his 
selections this summer when be may 
be required to decide between World 
Series players and those he chose 
last season in Establishment teams? 

No matter — once the words “in 
principle” are deleted from the 
Board’s television agreement with 
Channel 9, there cam be no doubt 
Australian cricket, indeed world cric¬ 
ket, will break from the cobwebs of 
oflicialdom that have hamstrung it 
so badly for decades. 


A new era of cricket. Double- 
header Test tours, night cricket 
even at Lord’s one day ? — White 
hails, b'vely promotion, a one-day 
limited over triangular tournament, 
brighter administration. For those 
who saw Kerry Packer as some sort 
of ogre in the beginning two seasons 
back, let us now give him the credit 
he deserves. Cricket will never be 
quite the same — but a whole lot 
better for it. Just ask the players — 
after all without Packer’s intervention 
none of the new sponsorships may 
have come into being and they’d 
ail be still getting pitiful finandal 
rewards. 




Packer: 
Greig is a 
fine bloke 

On April 14. KERRY PACKER geve a 
rare, long and revealing TV interview 
to British journalist MICHAEL PAR¬ 
KINSON. Given below are excerpts 
from that interview : 

Michael Parkinson: Kerry, you 
once said that the most important 
factor in life was luck. Is that the 
reason why you are what you are 
today ? 

Kerry Packer: Well, undoubtedly. 
'I’hero was a lot of luck in tny 
family's rise. My grandiuther was a 
Tasmanian, and he was locked in 
Tasmania, lie was broke, flat as a 
pancake. He went to the races and 
he was there and somebody droi>pcd 
ten bob. I don't know who it was, 
he d'dii't bother to inquire, lie 
dived for it and 1 think there was a 
mad scramble because times were 
pretty tight and he, anyway, came up 
with it. lie was only a little guy, 
.so he was built close to the ground 
and he got down quickly. And he 
got the ten bob and put it on a 
horse, I don't know the name of the 
hoise. bul it won at Vi to 1. So he 
bought a ticket lor New South Wales 
and for Sydney, and came over and 
start(‘d his career in the newspaper 
industry in Australia, and he did 
quite well. And lhat’s where the 
family started from ten bob on a 
race course. 

MP: There’s a modest story that's 
quoted about your relationship with 
your father, about you coming back 
from school minus a tennis shoe and 
b^ing sent back again. Would you 
care to, for all times, put that story 
correct on the record 7 Because there 
are about 17 different versions I've 
heard of it. 

KP : Ye.s, none of tliem very funny 
hut all with an element of truth 1 
think. What happened is, 1 came 
back from boarding .school and (with 
a big family get-together, I didn’t see 
my mother and father when I was 
down in school in Victoria except in 
the tiolidays, *cau.se they were bu.sy), 
and so 1 got back there, and dad's 
home for' dinner and mum’s there 
and we’re all sitting down and every¬ 
thing’s being very nice, and dad says 
lie'll go and have a game, of snooker 
bcrau.se he and I were pretty closely 
matched, you see. Tiierc was a pool 
table at home, and mum didn’t want 
to get left of this so she said I’ll 
unpack for you — she’d never un¬ 
packed for me in her life — and any¬ 
way she goes upstairs and she starts 
to unpack, and she imagines the 
things I should have brought aren’t 
there Well, most of them weren’t 
actually. But the old man and I are 
playing snooker and as timing, again. 


was wrong for me, every time the 
old man was about to take a shot, 
mum would yell out from the top 
of the stairs — Kerry, whe,re's your 
.so and sos — and as I said the match 
was pretty tight. And eventually 
the old man lost his lolly at this, 
he said ‘For Christ sake Grclel, do 
you want me to sent him bark to 
pick them up ?’ and she’.s not going 
to be outdone at this stage she said 
‘.yes’! And the next thing I know 
I’m on a train back to Melbourne, 
Wasn’t too good a trip cither, it look 


24 hours in those days. 

MP; What did you do when you 
got there 7 

KP: Well I got there, and after 
this big .statement had been made I 
don’t think cither of them really 
wanted me to go back, but no one 
wa.s about to back down, I was the 
bunny. So 1 got back to Melbourne, 
and went down to pick the things up 
and I thought I’d better sent them 
a telegram and just tell them I’ve 
managed to get here all right. 

MP: Tour father once said that he 




put you down for membenh^ of 
club* when you were very young 
because he said that by the tiin^- 
you and your brother—were S5 
yean old they wouldn’t let you in 
!•> these clubs because you’d be too 
uniiopular. Now there is a very In* 
leresting diought there. A: Was he 
right? 

KP: Of course. 

MP: You were? And B: It kind 
of qiedfies a sort of seige mentaUty 
lioem’t ft? 

KP; Yes it could be a seige men¬ 
tality. It also is a media mentality, 
[f you are going to be actively in¬ 
volved in the media, then you are 
going to make a lot of enemies be- 
:;ause you are going to be critical of 
things at times and over the range 
of a few years — five, ten, there’s 
not many things you haven’t been 
critical of at one stage nr another and 
obviously you create a lot of enemies 
in that area and I don’t believe you 
»re employed to be popular, you’re 
employed to get a job done. In your 
own private life T believe you have 
3 completely difterent set of stan¬ 
dards to those standards that you 
have from a work point of view. I 
think you have to be diligent about 
the firm's money, I think you have 
to take hard decisions and unpopular 
decisions with people, even people 
^ou like, within a business. In your 
}Wn private life you have the right 
o choose your friends and to ignore 
Lhcir weaknesses and after all, all 
friendship is accepting somebody’s 
weakncs.s and accepting them with 
;hose weaknesses and liking them or 
loving them with them. After all any- 
ine can love the perfect guy. It’s 
iccepting the weaknesses people 
save. Now sometimes in business 
that’s not acceptable. Privately, it’s 
perfectly acceptable. 

MP: Can I talk to yon now about 
cricket ? 

KP: Can T stop you talking to me 
sboul cricket ? 

MP: No. I think your reasona for 
going into World Series Cricket are 
quite well documented. What Pd 
hke to explore, though, is the rea¬ 
son why the conflict came between 
you and the Establishment. And I 
think that one of the things the Estab¬ 
lishment were angry about was what 
they considered was the underhand 
way in which your organisation went 
about recruiting players. I mean for 
instance, Mr tony Greig. When he 
was captain of England he waa a**- 
Lively, at the same time, reemtting 
players for your organisation. Now 
I wondered if you felt that that was 
Fair dealing? 

KP: I don’t know anybody who 
has ever tried to put together a 
deal on anything and has advertis¬ 
ed it in newspaper. Now that’s 
a business fact of life. Obviously 
if you're going to start something, 
which is going to be controversial, 
and all the cards are held by the 
other party — and 1 mean all the 
cards when you start—you would 


oe some form of mental deficient 
if you went along and said to the 
other party now this is what I think 
I'm going to do. I mean that's an 
unreal approach. Of course I was se¬ 
cretive about it But I’ve been secre¬ 
tive about every business deal I’ve 
ever been in to start with. As is 
everybody else who has ever done 
something successfully. 

MP: The point is this—It’s not so 
much the guy who drsws up the 
strategy, It’s the peoide lAo were 
used, the infiltrators if you Uke.... 

KP: All right, well let me put 
something to you. Tony Greig came 
to see me, I asked him to come and 
see me, and I said I have a business 
proposition I want to put to you. 
You must give me your solemn oath 
not to discuss it any further with 
anybody, win, lose or draw. Now 
what does Tony Greig do from there ? 



I thought it was a very sensible 
strategy on my part. 

MP: He should, I think have said 
if he was an honourable man—a 
captain of England—^he should have 
said no I can’t. 

KP: He didn't know what I wan¬ 
ted to talk about. 

MP: Well I mean you must have 
given him some indication. 

KP: None at all. 

MP: Well it comes back to a ques- 
Gon of Icyalty, Kerry that’s alL 

KP: But I mean if' I said to you 
Michael, I ’d like you to come and 
have a talk about something. And 
when you arrived, I said to you now 
before we discuss this I want your 
solemn word that it won’t go any 
further than you. Wouldn’t you ac¬ 
cept that? 

MP: 1 would accept that, 

KP: Well that’s exactly what I 
did to Tony Greig. 

MP: All right, but I would also 
reserve the rQdit if I was in his 
position — as captain of England ■— 
to turn around at the end a^ say 


rm Sony but I can’t be aqy par 
of that. 

KP: Well that’s another choice 
The only thing I’m saying to you ii 
there’s no way with any honour al 
all that he could do anything bul 
remain silent. 

MP: Yes, but the dMu>nonraM< 
part was Hut he went along wHl 
your plans. Thot he activ^ iw 
cmited people, Kerry, while he wai 
captain of Englaad—wlvp iot 
pt^ant infomuiHon on the othe 
aide. 

KP: There hasn’t been any impor 
tant information on the other side 
for a hundred years. 

MP : He was playing a dual nde 
and that you cannot deny. 

KP: Well, I’m not — I didn’t 
think I was here to defend myself. 

MP: Yon’re not. 

KP: If I was here to defend my 
self I’d take a different attitude. I’t 
be very open, I’d be very frank witl 
you. And I believe that Tony Greii 
made a business decision. A bus! 
ne.ss deci.sion to come with me 
rather than staying with England 
Now you’re a Yorkshireman. Am 
all Yorkshircraen are unreasonabh 
about cricket. On top of that you’n 
a friend of Boycott’s. Now wha 
sort of a judge would you make ii 
any case if you’re a Yorkshireman 
a friend of Boycott and you’re talk 
ing about Test cricket ? 

MP: Wen then you must be i 
similar character to me, because yot 
offered him a Job. 

KP: I thought he was a gooc 
cricketer. Where I didn’t go alont 
with him is when he accepted thal 
job. Which he did, in my office 
and shook hands with me. 

MP: He dmiies that. 

KP: He may deny it, I’m telling 
you what happened. 

MP: It wasn’t challenged ol 
course, that. In the High Gourl 
action. 

KP: Well it never came up it 
the High Court action while I was 
there. 

MP: One would have (bought that 
If you wanted to discredit b^oott 
that might be... 

KP: I don’ want to discredit Boy¬ 
cott, at all. All I’m saying to you 
is don’t imagine that every York 
shireman that ever came out oi 
Yorkshire was an angel. Boycott’s nc 
exception. I’m not here to listen to 
or be quizzed on Tony Greig’s be¬ 
haviour. I have found if exemplary 
And I won’t discuss it any further 
I’m not going to .be a part of an as 
sassination or that man, who I have 
found to be one of the straightest. 
one of the gutsiest, and one of the 
finest men I have ever met And 
I’m going to leave it at that 

MP: Ftoe. What are yon going 
(0 do in the future with World 
Serfw CrkkH? 



W: That’s a tougher question. 
We have said, iocluding people like 
Tony Greig, that in the long run 
cricket will come together. Novtr, 
rd like to say that at this point in 
time, I don’t think there has been 
any damage done to cricket at all. 
What’s happened is there’s been a 
shake-up. And every company needs 
a shake-up. Every country needs a 
shake-up and every organisatioh 
needs a shake-up. There are more 
people interested in cricket today in 
this country than have ever been, 
there are more kids who 
love it, who are devoted to it, who 
want to become a star in it, who 
want to play in it. Now you've got 
the two views. You’ve got the 
traditional view, of people who are 
older, by and large, who say we 
like it in the traditional way. Well 
that's something which goes with 
age, most people who get older 
want something in the traditional 
way. The young ones on the other 
hand, are taking an interest in cric¬ 
ket that they have never taken be¬ 
fore. And if in the next couple of 
years the Board and ourselves can 
get together, then Au.stralian cric¬ 
ket will be stronger than it has ever 
been and it will be better than it’s 
been for a long time (with the 
exception of the ’48 team which I 
don’t think is ever going to happen 
again) and I. think the public en¬ 
joyment of it is going to be 
great. I hope that will come. And 
1-think there’s a chance it will. 

MP: Would that kind of co¬ 
existence mean that World Series 
Cricket concentrates on the one-day 
game and you’d leave the Tesla to 
the established cricket authority? 

KP: Michaei, I don’t really think 
T should discuss that with you. I' 
haven’t had your sworn secrecy. 

MP: Do you think, though, that, 
your enterprise might wither on the 
vine? 

KP: No. 

MP: I hope that what you said b 
right, I hope that’s what happens. 

I (Mnk Uut everybody hopes that 
that will happen. 

KPl: Well I want it to happen, 
so it’s obviously a matter of the 
Board wanting it to happen and it 
will happen won’t it.? 

MP: It will? 

KP: Well if the Board wanted it 
to happen, and you’re assuring me 
that everybody wants it to happen, 
I’m telling you I want it to happen 
— so we’ve got no problem have 
we ? We’ve solved yet another world 
problem. You and me. 

MP: So put the wwld to right. 

KP: No problem at all. Now is 
there anything else you want solved 
while I’m here? 

MP: I haven’t been paid by the 
ABC yet. 

KP: I can fix up world wars, and 
cricket things but getting money out 
of the ABC is beyond me. 


So, 
every¬ 
body has 
won 

TONY LEWIS 

K erry packer has won his 

war. The exclusive TV rights 
once denied him to cover Test and 
Sheffield Shield cricket on his 
Channel Nine are now in his pocket 
subject to the next five weeks or so 
of negotiations. 

In the summer of 1977 Packer 
knew he was attacking a game which 
was strong in spirit but legally and 
economically fragile. He saw pro- 
tossional players receiving The thin¬ 
nest pay packets in sport; in their 
county contracts he sensed elements 
of unfair restraint; at county 
grounds he was aware of spectators, 
or, in his language, customers, queu¬ 
ing fur a tough sandwich and often 
freezing out a day’s play on a splin¬ 
tering seat. 

So on April 24 last, two-and-a-half 
years since the first World Scries 
ball was bowled in the VFL Stadium 
outside Melbourne, Mr Packer ba.s 
been awarded his exclusive rights 
for a three-year spell. Mission ac¬ 
complished. 

Ultimate victory sprung from the 
nuisance value of WSC but, if Mr 
Packer had what the ICC wanted 
most - - their bc.st players — the 
Council itself was holding his covcl- 
tod TV rights. Exchanging those 
for the death of WSC appears to be 
a reasonable equation. 

It is likely that the W.SC organisa¬ 
tion will Ih; .sustained under another 
name and used to run the flagging 
Sheffield Shield matches. Even nighi 
cricket might go and the truth is 
that Packer cricket never paid its 
way. 

The Australiarf Board clearly 
requires that Channel Nine pictures 
be available to the whole of Austra¬ 
lia. To this end the Packer organi¬ 
sation has already talked of offering 
Test cricket packages to commercial 
country stations. 

Independent TV stations will 
account for 96 per cent of the popu¬ 
lation and, for the remainder, free 
coverage will be offered rather 
ironically to ABC. 

It will always be a shame Uiat the 
revolution happened as it did. Too 
many loyalists were hurt : too many 
old cricketing friends became ene¬ 
mies. 


so Facker has got what be wanted. 
But it is an unusual victory because, 
looking around that beach again, 
there are few la.scrs. 1 can sec only 
the Australian Broadcasting Com¬ 
mission limping gway, maimed and 
humbled by defeat. 

The Australian Board has certainly 
not been defeated. Its members 
were first dazed and angered and, 
even now. I would gues.s. unforgiv¬ 
ing, but they have turned Mr 
Packer’s power to the good of the 
game they administer, and are likely 
to kill off WSC in the process. 

a'HE ADVANTAGES ACCUMU- 
* late. Mr. Packer’s television cover¬ 
age is superior to any other in Aus¬ 
tralia; his commercialism has put 
cricket on the level of big 
entertainment; night cricket has 
a lucrative luliowing; the adver¬ 
tising on Channel 9 -can promote 
rricket and individual cricketers to 
the game’s advantage; Mr. Packer's 
arcammudation of the public’.s plea¬ 
sure has been a lesson to all. 

In these next weeks of negotia¬ 
tions, the Australian Board will 
surely try to restrict the number of 
jarring advertisements which appear 
between overs, and then again Mr 
Packer may not wish to relinquish 
his posit ion, of strength by handing 
over his whole cricket organisation. 
However, that is strictly for the 
lawyers and it must be recorded 
that both sides are winning at this 
stage.. 

Cricketer themselves have already 
benefited. In County Cricket the 
move to a minimum wage of £4,000 
has been acccleiated. The financial 
rewards in traditional cricket may 
not match the World Series wages, 
but few Packer players will regret 
the passing of a charade of a game 
which tommilled them to an ex¬ 
hausting end unfulling lifestyle. 

Most of all Test cricket will 
resume loftier .standards than have 
recently lieen on view. Woolmer, 
Underwood, Knott and Amiss might 
again play Test cricket for England 
as soon as they can satisfy the 
patient and sen.sible Criiketers’ As¬ 
sociation that they are available for 
ail English Tests and tours. Bccri- 
mination .should be out. 

Yes, if peace comes, there will be 
few losers and the established game 
should recover from this hefty punch 
on the nose and continue, undisturb¬ 
ed if it digests the giant lesson of 
the revolution — that cricket’s 
potential is large and needs to be 
run as big busine.ss. 

The value nf the amateur 
committee man .should now simply 
be as a representative of those who 
elected him, as a watchdog guarding 
high standards of behaviour and the 
gani.''s deep root.s. The day of the 
highly paid Chief Executive of a 
County Club is with us; it is now as 
much a matter of commerce as 
cricket. 
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ISCAUCUTIA FOOTBALL 
OVER-RATED? 

'No' says P. K. BANERJEE 


Never since the Fifties hes Celeutte 
footbeii fared so pooriy in outste- 
tion tournements es they did in the 
first four months of 1979. Mohun 
Begen lost in the guerter-finels in 
thb Rovers, while Best Benge! lost 
in the semis in both the Seit Negjee 
end Stafford Cup competitions. 
Mohammedan Sporting was the only 
teem to reach a final again in the 
Nagjae — but lost to JCT. Is this 
slump Just temporary or does it re¬ 
present a sudden decline in the 
supremacy of Calcutta clubs ? 
Sportaworld attempts to answer this 
question through the opinions of 
esperts across the country. 

R QUITE SOME TIME, THE 
soccer lovers of the country have 
been seriously debating whether Cal¬ 
cutta’s soccer stars are over-rated — 
specially after people came to know 
that, apart from the usual remune¬ 
rations, the Calcutta players are 
benefited in many ways while play¬ 
ing for different clubs. This became 
an even greater issue when the 
Calcutta footballers’ prominence at 
all stages —right from the sub¬ 
junior to the senior/national/inter¬ 
national sphere — was undisputedly 
accepted by sports critics of our 
country. 

It is a fact, if we look back over 
the years, that.Calcutta soccer never 
had this kind of absolute superiority 
in Indian sport. To many, the Cal¬ 
cutta footballers, like their counte^ 
parts in England, have the advantage 
of the media — Press, television and 
radio — and thus seem to get much 
more publicity than they deserve. 

True, in comparison with the inter¬ 
national standard, our footballers, 
barring a few exceptions, arc not 
worth very much. But if we considei 
Indian standards alone, then the at¬ 
tention they draw from the sports- 
loving public, especially in West 
Bengal, does not appear to be un¬ 
called for. 

Up to the early Sixties, Calcutta 
had been the greatest attraction for 
ambitious players. They would come 
herb from different parts of India 
and even from neighbouring coun¬ 
tries. But when players from Pakis¬ 
tan, Sri Lanka and Burma were not 
allowed to come over to India—and 
several players from the predomi- 
nant football-playing states stopped 


coming to Calcutta because of com¬ 
plicated AIFF transfer rules—it 
gave tremendous scope to local boys 
to take these outstation players’ 
places in the popular teams. Cal¬ 
cutta's soccer standard may not be 
of Asia standard, not to si^ak of 
world class, but the enthusiasm and 
environment here is definitely of 
world class. 

The whole State of West Bengal 
is kept in a peculiar emotional 
balance for the six months of the 
year when the local tournaments are 
on. During the season, everybody 
from the intelligentsia to the illite¬ 
rates follow matches via the radio 
and TV and avidly debate or dis¬ 
cuss past history and future outcome. 
Even the State Government is faced 
with great problems if the matches 
are not finished within the schedul¬ 
ed time. 

It can be statistically proved that 
during the football season crime and 
distuAances are kept to the mini¬ 
mum. The people of Bengal are 


extremely politically consdous, bu 
there bat never mn a tingle casi 
of murder or stabbing in the soccei 
history of Bengal. People from dit 
ferent classes irrespective of caste 
creed and religion or politica} belief 
witness or listen to the game tege 
ther so intently that one forgets foi 
the time being the hydra-headei 
problems in the country. At om 
time, the Chief Minister of the Stati 
got himself involved in settling at 
mue between the AIFF and thi 
IrA. In the course of doing so, m 
felt it necessary to tell the Primi 
Minister that the Calcutta Footbal 
League could not be stopped am 
the players spared. 

People staying in other States 
cannot imagine what a football sea 
son means to a Calcuttan. For ex 
ample,^ on several occasions, radio 
television, public stage or cincmi 
programmes have been interrupter 
by a special announcement of the 
result of an important match! 

However, after the recent debacle 
of Mohun Bagan in the Rovers Cup 
and East Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting losing to JCT at Nagjee. 
followers of the game have started 
doubting the supremacy of Calcutta 
soccer. But I feel that the teams in 
Calcutta still have enough depth 
and strength to be considered the 
best. By this I am not denying the 
fact that there are quite a few teams 
in the country like JCT, Mafatlal 
Orkay, Premier Tyres, Dempo oi 
ITI, who can upset the top teams of 
Calcutta in favourable ground coH' 
ditions or when playing in front oi 
a home crowd. But on a neutral 
ground and situation, the result 
would be different. It wouldn’t 


Palit's 

regret 





ASKED ABOUT THE 
ddfeab of East Bengal and 
Mohaihihedan Spoittinf » tha 
hands M JCT MfilS, Phagwara, in 
die &it Kagjee ToumamenL 
MMinn Bagars newly-appointed 


captain Dilip Palit said: “It is a 
black day for Calcutta football. 
In the past whenever Mohun 
Bagan or East Bengal sent their 
entries in a tournament, it was 
expected that the two would meet 
only in the final. The draws 
were set accordingly. But nowa¬ 
days no one is confident of a 
victory. There are so many good 
teams who have improved a lot 
over the years whereas we have 
remained stagnant. They get a lot 
of chance to improve their game. 
They participate in more tour¬ 
naments and get more opportuni¬ 
ties to see foreign teams in action 
In India. This benefits them a 
lot 

“But in Calcutta the things are 
different We play In the local 
league, office league, the IPA 
Shield and when thb season is 
ending we go to play in the 
Durand and novers. In the Shield 
sometimes a foreign team cornea, 
but what can we learn, from play- 
Im only one game 7 The only 
ixance we get to improve our 
game is from our coach, but that 
is not enough if one wants to 
Improve his game. I am really 
aorry- at the result" 




mirprise me if th^ teems were 
butcn, fair and square, by Calcutta 
teams like Aryans, Georae Telegraph, 
Xidderpore, Eastern Railway, B.N.R. 

When I talk about Calcutta 
players, I don’t mean only Bengalis, 

To me any player who has played 
in Calcutta for some length of time 
is a Calcuttan. These are players 
whom Calcutta crowds have accept 
ed, loved and adored and even 
placed on a higher social pedestal. 
This Mecca of Indian football has 
never backed a wrong horse. Even 
the cheapest rallery spectator under¬ 
stands good football and is quite 
knowledgeable. There have been 
many reputed players from other 
States who were discarded in Cal¬ 
cutta whereas quite a few young 
and unknown players have made 
their presence felt by their sincere 
efforts and dedication. Even today 
the finest players of other States 
feel shaky when playing in Calcutta 
but for a brilliant player it is a 
dreamland. Where footballers com¬ 
ing from low-income background 
reach such hci|[hts, eyebrows are 
bound to be raised, but the fact is 
only the very best pass the acid 
test. Naturally, the players rush to¬ 
wards Calcutta to fulfil their dreams. 
Those who cannot make it take the 
■grapes arc sour’ attitude. 

Considering the above and also 
the attention the .soccer stars get, I 
do not think that they are over¬ 
rated. Calcutta boys still top the 
list in any national selection and 
arc head and shoulders above in the 
knowledge of basic techniques and 
tactics. Blit this I will accept — they 
cannot be compared with the best in 
Asia, not to speak of the world. 

'Their 

standard has 
declined' 

O NE OF THE MOST POLISHED 
defenders of the last decade was 
Bengal’s Sudhir Karmakar. The 
Mohun B.igan right back nr right 
.stopper was past his peak of the early 
Seventies—he was rated the best in 
the 1.970 Asian Gaines when he held 
in check Japan’s feared S' 11” striker 
Kunishingc Kamainoto in the match 
tor the bronxc medal—but bis skill 
and reading of the game ensured that 
he was never not a force to reckon 
with. And one of the forwards he 
acknowledged to have found very 
hard to contain was Amar Bahadur 
Grung, the international left-winger 
from Mafatlal Group, Bombay who 
first made his mark with the Gorkha 
Brigade that won the Durand in 1967. 

Amar has always been a very in¬ 
telligent and skilful player, assets 
that offset to a great extent his loss 
of speed. The stocky winger main- 



Bengal Vs Kerala ht the Srinagar Nationals. Has the gap narrowed 


between them? 

tain.s that one of the reasons that 
Calcutta teams, that is the Big Three, 
are able to hold sway these days in 
a more marked degree is the greater 
deterioration in the standard of team 
of players elsewhere. In the past the 
better non-Calcutta teams had players 
who possessed speed and skill. Now 
such players are rare. They have 
cither speed or skill, but never both. 

“If players elsewhere had both 
these qualities, Calcutta teams would 
nut have ruled the roost these last 
few years, because the level of the 
skill of Calcutta’s players today is 
lower than that of their prccedessors. 
This could be because they do nut 
serve a long-enough apprenticeship to 
learn the subtleties of the game and 
bow best to make the most of their 
skills. This includes conservation of 
their energy, which is one of the 
advantages accruing from the under¬ 
standing developed among good play¬ 
ers. Perhaps that is why players of 
the past were able to keep their form 
for a longer period. With a few ex¬ 
ceptions even some leading players 
in Calcutta get burnt out in three or 
four seasons. 


it hard to hold him. This was app¬ 
arent when Antao came on for the 
second half against East Bengal in 
the Durand and against Mohun 
Bagan in the Rovers.” 

T he SKIPPER OF THE INDIAN 
team to the 1974 Merdeka and 
Asian Games tournaments, Magan 
Singh Rizvi, feels that the losses suffe¬ 
red by h^hun Bagan, East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Sporting an> just one 
of those things that keep happening. 
No team can always win and the 
mightiest sometimes have to taste 
defeat as the Hungarians of the early 
Fifties did in the final of the 1954 
World Cup when they lost to West 
Gerniany and as when Hyderabad 
City Police, after winning the Rovers 
Cup for an unsurpassed five years in 
a row, fell to a Bombay team, Burmafa 
Shell, in 195S. 

Magan Singh feels that Calcutta 
K'ams ran match any team in the 
country. They still have good hall- 
player.s who can tease and torment 
the opposition. A defeat now and 
then should not be taken as an in¬ 
dication of any decline. 


“Though I would like to avoid 
attributing the inflated prices placed 
«n the services of some players by 
big clubs as a factor that has led to 
a decline in the rating of Calcutta 
teams' level of performance, as dis 
tinct from successes in tournaments, I 
cannot wholly refrain from alluding 
to it. Whereas once players earned 
their .star rating by dint of consistent¬ 
ly good displays, now some of the 
younger players strut about like proud 

K orks becaused they command a 
price. In the long run this will 
harm the player, the club and the 
game as a whole. 

“ITiis lesser proficiency in skills also 
exposes their lack of physical fitness 
as they have to expend far more 
energy to achieve their objectives. 
And if a player, like Orkav Mills* 
Rosario Antao, bursts tbrougn eight 
to ten times his Calcutta rivals find 


There are other reasons f ir the 
defeats in the last month or so. One 
i.« that the teams have yet to become 
settled ones. This applies particular¬ 
ly to East Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting, who had to strike the right 
understanding and balance between 
their hoipc-grown players and those 
brought from outside Calcutta. But 
Magan Singh said that he would not 
be surprised if the Calaitta teams 
soon got back to their winning days. 

«'PHE DEFEAT OF MOHUN BA- 
A gan against us in the Rovers 
Cup,” opined Bernard Pereira of Or- 
kajr Mills, "was in some measuring 
owing to their lack of strikers. True 
there was Shyam Thapa, who strove 
valiantly but he had no one to sup¬ 
port. Yet another rea.son wa.s that 
Mohun Bagan was not a settled si ’e 
as the team had a new look and 
were playing their first tournament 











David Wilhams in action at the 
Patna Nationais. Will his presence 
raise the standard of Calcutta foot¬ 
ball? 

immodiately after the Calcutta soc¬ 
cer transfers. 

“East Bengal and Muhaininedan 
Sporting also had their problems as 
the Sait Nagjee was their first com¬ 
petition with their new recruits. But 
by and by they will get over these. 

“However, it is my feeling that the 
present Calcutta players are not as 
good as those of a few years ago. 
Some of the current crop of players 
cannot compare with Sudhir Karma- 
kar, Naveem. Chandreswar Prasad, 
Altai Ahmed, Santo Mitra and other 
defenders. The half-backs and for¬ 
wards of old were also better. 

“The Calcutta clubs have secured 
several outstation players but this 
may not turn out to be a wise policy 
because these players may find it 
difficult to adapt themselves to the 
Calcutta ground conditions, especially 
it it rains heavily. I only hope their 
skill iiclps them overcome the 
challenges presented by the opposi¬ 
tion as well as the ground conditions. 

“The reputation of the three Cal¬ 
cutta giants demoralises many oppo¬ 
nents. Some, like Orkay Mills, how¬ 
ever, are inspired to go all out as 
they feel they have nothing to lose 
and this upsets the big Calcutta sides. 

“The smaller teams from Calcutta 
do not have such a reputation and 
their opponents visualise a battle 
between equals. This makes for 
keen matdies. Also there is a gradual 
levelling of standards all over the 
country, with some States like Goa 
progressing more rapidly and match¬ 
ing the standard of Calcutta clubs. 
This is for the good of the game at 
large.” 

B order security forces* in- 

tcrnational Nand Kishore feels: 
“The Calcutta players and teams 
still have the edge over their 
counterparts in the rest of the coun¬ 
try.” 


The tall and well-built winger 
believes that the defeats of East 
Bengal and Mohammedan Sporting in 
the Sait Nagjee Tournament were 
main^ because the teams are yet to 
combine properly. They have some 
of the best talent in India. But the 
players have not got sufficient time 
to know one another’s play. They 
erformed more like individuals and 
ence were not as effective as ex¬ 
pected. The Calcutta players were 
also not as fit as in the Durand. 

Nand Kishore is confident that as 
the season progresses they will get 
accustomed to one another and will 
become a well-knit outfit. The defeats 
will also spur them to greater efforts 
to live down the ‘ignominy’. This 
determination and their indisputable 
.skills will take them to the top 
again. 

“But these teams would always 
find .ICT Mills and some others, like 
BSF, hard to beat. We know that 
we will be up against opponents who 
are more skillful than us. This 
knowledge makes us more resolute. 
We do not like to lose to any team, 
not merely the big teams from 
Calcutta. We know that our best 
hope is to prevent the Calcutta teams 
from taking control of the proceed¬ 
ings. So we play hard and do our 
best to see that the Calcutta side do 
not get into their rhythmic stride. 
We play the long and high ball which 
makes it very difficult for the Cal¬ 
cutta sides to gain ascendancy 
through their ball skills.” 

"If the Calcutta teams are unable 
to make an impression in the first 15 
to 20 minutes we know we can put 
it across them. The Calcutta players 
do not relish hard tackles. And I 
can appreciate their dislike of these 
because their future depends on their 
being free of injuries. We have been 
able to make the games against 
Calcutta giants flow against their way 
and win fairly often. 

“Bui the smaller teams like Aryan, 
Wari, Kidderpore give us more 
trouble and hence we arc a little 
more concerned before our games 
against them. I do not know why 
this should be so. Perhaps the players 
of the smaller teams go all out 
against us because of our record 
against Calcutta's big teams. And a 
good result against us could prove to 
be a stepping stone to East Bengal, 
Mohun Baga>: and Mohammedan 
Sporting. 

“We arc like underdogs and that 
is what makes us give of our best. 
The Calcutta players have far greater 
and better facilities than clubs else¬ 
where. If we get such amenities— 
we have to make do with two or three 
pairs of boots tor a season whereas 
the Calcutta players have enough and 
more and also arc equipped for 
different ground conditions—I am 
sure that we will also be able to 
produce players as skilful and 
proficient." 

A CORRESPONDENT 


Calcutta is 
the best 

S OCCER EXPERTS WHO TALKED 
to Sportsworld are of the opi¬ 
nion that the defeat of the three 
Calcutta teams suffered this season 
are due to teething trouble and could 
not be viewed as a sudden decline in 
form. They are still considered the 
best. 

Balakrishna, former State player 
and member of the National Junior 
Selection Committee for two years 
said that the Calcutta teams are yet 
to touch peak form. "For Calcutta 
clubs, the south Indian tournaments 
are part of their preparation for 
the Calcutta League. Premier and 
JCT have the fighting spirit and 
determination which are as impor¬ 
tant as .skill. There is no basic 
difference in the style of play of 
Bengal and Kerala. Everywhere in 
India, it is the same.” 

Albert Fernando, the noted soc¬ 
cer critic and holder of a post¬ 
graduate soccer diploma from Brazil 
and Cologne University, felt that 
Calcutta teams cannot be judged by 
what they played here. “They are 
home-based teams and their players 
are neve happy outside Calcutta 
grounds.” Fernando who was attach¬ 
ed to the Brazil National team ‘when 
Pele was at his peak* as part of his 
soccer studies, opined that lack of 
combination is another reason for the 
defeat. “JCT showed natural Pun¬ 
jabi spirit For them, nothing is too 
good. In the 1974 Nationals at 
Jullunder, 1 saw Punjab swamping 
Bengal 6-0. The Bengal players sat 
down and cried. I don’t envy Cal¬ 
cutta players. For nine months it’s 
gruelling football for them. We 
should not be worried about names. 
Calcutta players are prize-fighters, 
any loss means a monetary loss, too.” 

Gabriel Joseph, former Services 
and Tamil Nadu player and holder 
of soccer diploma from East Ger¬ 
many said: “Bengal players have 
more ball control and skill, and posi¬ 
tional play of Kerala players are not 
good enough. To defeat Calcutta 
clubs *the defeat must be psychologi¬ 
cal Robust football which the Pun- 
tabis play, is what m.ikes them win.” 

When East Bengal came off the 
field at half-time during their first 
match after the transfer season—in 
the Sait Nagjee tournament at Cali¬ 
cut—^spectators stood as one man and 
hooted. This must have been a 
novel experience for India’s most 
skilled footballers used only to tre¬ 
mendous cheers on the field. "Give 
them fifty thou.sand rupees more,” a 
wag from near the Press box shout¬ 
ed in bitter mockery at the way 
East Bengal played. According to 
reliable sources. East Bengal were 
paid a pretty lakh and Mohammedan 
Sporting got Rs. 60,000 for playing 
in the Nagjee tourne.v. 

BINOO K. JOHN Trivandrum 



Maidan musings 


R emember kannan, 

the footballer who play¬ 
ed for both Mohun Bagaa 
and East Bengal? He is 
now the coach-cum-captain 
of the Howrah Union team. 
Kannan is very serious 
about his new job and can 
be seen coaching the yojung 
players every morning at 
the club ground. 

MOHUN BAGAN PLAY- 
ers are not at all worried 
about the schedule of the 
Calcutta Football League 
matches. The IFA has de¬ 
rided that the Division I 
League fixture will be pre¬ 
pared with the help of a 
computer this year, so that 
the teams which fight for 
relegation will not be able 
to fix matches. “We don’t 
mind playing even East 
Bengal on the first day," 
said Gautam Sarkar. Coach 



Pratap Ghosh — Mohun Pa¬ 
gan's first choice goalie. 


P. K. Bancrjee says; “That 
is the spirit. You should be 
ready to play against any¬ 
one and at anytime.” But 
the question of East Bengal 
versus Mohun Bagan tie on 





the opening day docs not 
arise because the ‘all im¬ 
portant’ match has already 
been fixed for a later date. 

A PALL OF GLOOM 
settled over the East Bengal 
ramp after the team’s defeat 
in the Stafford Cup tourna¬ 
ment. Words failed the sup¬ 
porter. “Just the absence of 
Surajit should nut make 
this difference. If David 
had scored that sitter he 
missed, we could have 
fought in the extra-time.” 

M ohun bagan’s nbw 

custodian Pratap Ghosh 
had a miserable practice 
session. He made a lot of 
silly mistakes and was not 


Shwaji Banerjce —wt/1 have to 

spared. Either he got a 
scolding from his colleagues 
or from his coach. “But I 
still think he will be our 
first goal-keeper. Santosh 
and Shivaji will have to 
fight for the second berth,” 
said skipper Dilip Palit. 

MOHAMMEDAN SPOR- 
ting Club needs a face-lift 
immediately, or else the 
supporters who watch the 
practice daily will vanish. 
The outstation players are 
yet to turn up. All that the 
local boys do Is to warm 
up, and that too without a 
coach. The new attraction 
to the side, of course, will 
be the Iranian player San- 
jare who is regularly turn¬ 
ing out. Language is a great 
problem for Sanjare 
because he knows only 
Parsec. Another Iranian 
player Khabaji has taken 


over the job ot tran.-ilution. 

A LOVELY CENTRE 
from the right flank by 
Manash Bhattacharjee beat 
his team-mate Tapan Das 
and the players of the 
other side, Subroto Bhatta- 
charjee and .Santosh Bose, 
in a practice .ses.sion of 
Mohun Bagan. Coach P. K. 
was so angry that tor a 
few seconds he was stvcech- 
less. He did not know 
whom to get angry at. “It 
was a 100% goal. You 
arc all fonts," was all he 
could say. Subroto rcalis 
cd his mistake and slapped 
him.sclf while Tapan walk¬ 
ed away rather riejeetediv 

MAY DAY. MOHUN 


fight for the second botlh. 

Bagan ground. The home 
team was plaving a friendiv 
match against Sporting 
Union. A .si/eabic crowd 
had turned up to watch 
the match and naturally 
they were thrilled when 
their team scored. Xavier 
Pius got the first feel of .siu- 
cess when ho scored his 
team’s second goal and was 
mobbed by his fans. Mohun 
Bagan won the match S-0. 

M ohun bagan play- 

ers have realised that 
they will have to practice 
hard if they want to do 
well this session. On April 
30, their coach had not 
turned up for practice and 
one felt that they would 
play truant and not fol¬ 
low the schedule that has 
been chalked out for them. 
But that was not to be. 


When .some of the players 
went for the ball before 
they had done their weigli4 
training, bubrotu Bhatta¬ 
charjee intervened and said 
“Nothing doing, first we 
do our weight training and 
only then will we touch the 
ball,” 

AFTER A PRACTICE 
session Compton Diitta cam« 
into the Mohun Bagan tent 
and took a refreshment. 
Lime there is usually serv¬ 
ed with glucose water, bur 
he helped himself lo some 
ice that was handy. But it 
did not elude the watchful 
ryes of Sailcn Manna, who 
was pre.sent. “You should 
not take iix- immediately 
after you finish your prac- 
tiix:,” he admonished the 
player. 


hun Bagan M.'ir from 
Kerala, delighted the soccer 
fans who had gathered to 
watch the season’s first ex¬ 
hibition match between Mo 
hun Bagan and Calcutta XI, 
comprising of players from 
Sporting Union, Wari, How¬ 
rah Union and Aryans. 
Xavier scored a gem of a 
goal. He was near the cen¬ 
tre line when he received the 
ball and realised that the 
goal-keeper was not in 
position. Making full u^e ot 
the wind behind him, he let- 
go a volley which sailed 
over fifty yard,? and into 
the net. An admiring jour¬ 
nalist said : "It is the most 
incredible goal I have seen 
in my life.” He also .scored 
the other goal for his team, 
but was unlucky not to get, 
the hat-trick, though hti 
was given full help by bis 
team-mates. I 


XAVIER PIUS, THE MO- 










CALCUTTA LEAGUE PREVLE)^ 

East 

Bengal 

favourites 

ARIJIT SEN 

T he CAl.CirxTA lOOTBALL 
League, 1979, will perhaps go 
down as the most important in the 
IFA’s history, since the British Regi¬ 
ments left the field to Indian parti¬ 
cipants. Although drastic changes 
are never pos.sible in a aet-up where 
everyone has a stake in everyone 
else’s welfare (or its opposite), the 
IFA has come up with an alteration 
in rules that will help remove some 


ills and pave the way for further 
changes that should help not only 
the administration and the smaller 
clubs but the game itself in Cal¬ 
cutta. 

The IFA has always been a hot- 
^d of politics. This is imperative 
in a situation where votes culled 
from member clubs go a long way 
in deciding who will get into the 
driver’s seat. Several concessions 
have from time to time been given 
to various members to appease them 
and ensure their votes on crucial 
issues. In the precess, one aspect 

— that of relagation and promotion 
from the four divisions of the league 

— has gained in importance. Mutual 
back-scratching has resulted in a top 
heavy league where, today, twenty- 
one teams have crowded into the 
First Division alone. In addition to 
this is the “managing” of matches 
off the field, by which a team 
threatened with relegation would be 
allowed to draw or win a match 


Samarrsh Chimilhuri/ (jrceix Habib after Uu-y had helped F.ast Bengal 
v'ln the leai/ue in 1974. They were also members of the victorious Mahun 
Haiian t.<wn in 1976. Can they help Mohammedan Sporting to bring back 
its past glory? 



against a superior adversary. When 
ever these two issues were sought ti 
be tackled by the people at th( 
helm, they were ousted by vested in 
terests. One such casualty was Mr 
B. N. Dutt, an IFA Secretary whe 
was forced to resign. 

Considered in this light, the move 
to relegate four teams from the 
senior division this year — and pro 
mote four — is a bold change. This 
is expected to be the first in a series 
of steps that would ultimately lead 
to just a dozen of the best team* 
taking part in the top category ol 
the league. It is only when this 
stage is reached that Calcutta foot 
ball will come out of the rut. 

Another and more urgent issue wii 
be resolved by the end of the league 
this year. The rush for outstatior 
players — which was so much ii 
vogue in the forties and fifties — ha: 
reached a peak after the 1978 inter 
State transfers. Although quantita 
tively there may have been .severa 
instances when players have flocket 
to this Mecca of Indian football 
qualitatively this year’s transfer 
form the high-water maik. 

If, despite the inclusion of top- 
level players from different States 
East Bengal and Mohammedan Sport 
ing fail to impress in the grucllinf 
league, a brake will certainly be pul 
on the ‘import’ of players. On the 
other hand, if either of these team: 
wins the league, next year will per 
haps see an even greater influx. Thai 
would mean the premature end tc 
the careers of several local players 
but then, which club cares foi 
players ? 

With the Eastern Command sud 
denly pulling out of the league this 
year after the fixtures were set — bj 
a computer, no less — the IFA’s sche 
dule has been upset. No doubt this 
problem, along with that of Moham 
medan Sporting refusing to begin its 
campaign on any day except Friday 
will be resolved before the fight be 
gins. 

O N THE STRENGTH OF NAMES 
East Bengal are clearly favou 
rites to wrest the league title from 
arch-rivals Mohun Bagan. Actually 
Mohun Bagan will face a two-prong 
ed attack, because Mohammedan 
Sporting have emerged with the 
strongest side it has assembled in 
more than a decade. 

Overall, however, East Bengal ap 
pear to have the most balanced out 
fit. With India's best custodian 
Bhaskar Ganguly guarding the goal 
East Bengal m one stroke eliminate 
the risk of letting in anything be¬ 
yond extraordinary shots. Thus, al! 
the half-chances that other teams 
hope to convert will be effectively 
bottled In deep defence, there are 
Chinmoy Chatterjee, Manoranjar 
Bhattacharjee, Shyamal Ghosh oi 
Gurdev Singh and Satyajit Mitra oi 
Philip Mathews. In the midfield 
there is captain Frasanto Banerjet 
and Devraj, along with Manjit Singh 





ime for an 
extra twist of taste 












■t 








r 


f/ 




\r< 




A time to taste - /e/non*and /into* 
like it's never been. More tangy,more 
punchy, more everything. 
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Another good 
reason to use 
Firestone tyres 

Firestone tyres—the 
right choice for the 
long journey. For 
more reasons than 
one Firestone tyres 
are designed and 
engineered for 
excellent road 
handling and cool 
running. And they 
give you more 
kilometres for every 
litre of fuel. 



And. of course, up front there are 
a veritable barrage of attacks wait¬ 
ing at the feat of nine accomplished 
players. 

But off the paper, there are seve¬ 
ral shortcomings club coach Anin 
Ghosh will have to face. The 
players’ form is one question that 
will nettle the coach perhaps through¬ 
out the year. Cbinmoy Chatterjee is 
not ^ping up too well, while Satyajit 
Mitra may not be able to take the 
field till well into June because of 
an ailment. This means Manoranjan 
Bbattacharjee will have to shoulder 
the entire responsibility of guarding 
the penalty zone. In midfield, Dev- 
raj has already made way for Man- 
jit who, too, has not been shaping too 
well. Here Prasanto will have to 
do all the work. 

No matter how many big names 
there are, the Nagjee and Stafford, 
expeditions have proved that there 
can be ro East Bengal team without 
Surajit Sengupta. While Harjinder 
and Bhowmik have been good iu 
patches, David Williams has so far 
lacked consistency. Mihir Bose is 
aggressive as ever, but his occasional 
partner Shabir Ali is not. Then there 
are Mir Sajjad and Ashok Chands 
waiting in the wings with very little 
chance of making it to the first XI. 
And Manjit Singh will perhaps have 
to settle in midfield though he was 
drafted in as a striker. 

The problems in Mohammedan 
Sporting are of a different sort. 
While the composition of the squad 
is formidable, internal bickerings may 
find the team a disjointed lot. With 
Habib nominated captain, the Hyde¬ 
rabad group has the upper hand, 
which means the veteran himself, 
his brother Akbar, Latifuddin, his 
brother Shujat and Aroal Raj. The 
Kerala groups, netted by coach 
Rahman — consisting of Premnath 
Philip, Dinakar and Najeeb — have, 
thus, to lie low. In fact, coach 
Rahman himself is in the dumps and, 
unless efforts at reconciliation are 
made, he may not return to Calcutta 
from Calicut 

But if the full side turns out, Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting could click into 
an unbeatable combination. Safe 
Nasir Ahmed is in goal, while the de¬ 
fence consists of Premnath Phillip, 
Ashok Chakravarty, Gouranga Baner- 
jee, Anwar Hussain, Moidul 
Islam, Habib Khan and Mustafa. 
Habib and Semaresh Choudhury will 
be the prinapal linkmen, with San- 
jare who has come from Iran, Mah- 
noud Khabazi and Amal Raj in sup¬ 
port. Among the forwards are Dina¬ 
kar, Akbar, Najeeb, Latifuddin, 
Kishori Mondal, Subhas Roy, Aziz and 
Shujat. However, the team has not 
settled and despite reaching the final 
of the Nagjee tourney, the club did 
not take the risk of entering the 
Federation Cup fray, thus losing out 
on the opportunity of getting the 
team set. 

Mohun Ragan have, perhaps, the 



Prasun Banerjee—Must carry Mohun 
Bagan on his shoulders 


stiffest task. On the one hand, it has 
to overcome the psychological set¬ 
back of the successive defeats in 
the Durand and Rovers competitions 
and on the other, mould a set of 
players, some of whom are experi¬ 
enced and others green, into a 
match-winning combination. 

With the inclusion of Pratap 
Ghosh, Mohun Bagan has at last 
strengthened its last line of defence. 
In defence, the club will have to 
rely on the experience ot Subroto 
Bbattacharjee, with Shyamal Ghosh 
and captain Dilip Palit to assist him. 
The other stopper-back’s berth will 
probably not be derided till the lea¬ 
gue is well under way. In midfield lies 
Mohun Bangan’s source of strength. 
Both Goutam Sarkar and Prasun 
Banerjee are vastly experienced and 
should provide the necessary drive 
to the forwards. Swapan Nundy will 
be their under-study. In attack, the 
.speed of Bidesh Bose and Manas 
Bbattacharjee may help tilt the 
balance in Mohun Bagan’s favour. 
If he adjusts to the conditions in 
Calcutta — weather, soil and crowd — 
Xavier Pius could turn into the 
kingpin of attack. Along with bim 
there will be Tapan Das, Banjit Mu- 
kherjee and Ulaganathan. But then, 
this team has yet to develop the 
’kilkr instinct,’ especially against 
local opponents. 

No matter what the final composi¬ 
tions are, the league title — more 
prestigious to Calcuttans than all 
other trophies put together—will be 
derided by the staying power of the 
players, particularly those from up^ 
country. And the matches involving 
the three big timers will help put 
the pieces of this jigsaw puzzle to¬ 
gether. But there is a note of wrarn- 
ing to the Big Three; Several of the 
so-called junior teams could cause 
upset results. They have the ' drive, 
the punch and the desire to do so 
this year — more than ever in the 
past. 
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'Mohun 
Bagan 
will be 
champs' 

Several factors contribute to the 
success or otherwise in a league in¬ 
volving one score teams. One factor 
that is not considered by pundits of 
the game is sought to be evaluated 
by astrologer SAMERENDRANATH 
DAS. 


A strological predictions 

do not always come true. There 
are so many different—and often con¬ 
flicting—factors to be taken into ac¬ 
count that accurate forcca.sts are ex¬ 
tremely difficult. Above all, the 
composition of players in a team 
ultimately decides the fate of a 
club, because of the strength of 
respective horoscopes. However, the 
Horary method seldom goes wrong. 

A football fan met me on April 20 
at 10 a.m. and wanted to know the 
fate of the Calcutta Football League 
this year. ' He told me to find out 
astrologically which one of the three 
teams. Mohun Bagan, East Bengal 
and Mohammedan Sporting would 
win the league. I asked him which 
team‘.s victory he desired. He had 
no hesitation in saying that he want¬ 
ed Mohun Bagan to win. Then I 
asked him to pick a number between 
one and 249 (as pr'r Krishnamurti’s 
Horary Astrology Theory) and he 
.selected number five without besita- 
tioii. 

The chart (given alongside) was 
prepared on April 22 at 12.45 p.ni. 
1ST. The Cospi'l and planetary posi¬ 
tion of the chart are as follows: 

For any sports competition the 
Houses to be judged arc two, five, 
six, nine, 11 and 12. The mind of 
the questioner is indicated by the 
Muon. The Moon i.s the Lord of 
fourth House posited in the llth 
Houstc The fourth House indicates 
happinc.s.s, the 11th fulfilment of de- 
jsire. The Sub-Lord of the llth Cusp 
Saturn is the Lord of the 10th and 
llth Houses in the cnnstellation of 
Venus. The Lord of the second and 
the sixth House posited in the 12th, 
indicates disappointment. Not only 
that, at the time of query the Sub- 
Lord of the llth House as well as 
the Lord of the llth House is in re¬ 
trograde motion. But the Lord of 
the llth House is occupant of the 
fifth Bhava (which is also the llth 
Bhavu from seventh Bhava). The 
retrogi “de Saturn will be direct on 
May 11 and the Dasa Ia>rd Rahu is 
also conjoined with the llth Lord 
aspecting the llth House (180"). So 


Planetary Position 
as on 22 4 79 at 12 45 Prn. 1ST. 
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Longitude 
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TAURUS 

GEMINI 
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HORARY NO: 5 

Date of Judgement; 22.4.79 
Time,, ., 12/45 Pm 1ST 

Place „ Calcutta 

Lat. 22*-35' (North) 

Long. 88’-24' (East) 
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JUPITER 
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(XI) 29*-23' 

§ATURN (R) 
RAHU 

r* 

m 

O 


(X) 26*-41- 

(VIII) 2‘-5- 

(IX) 29*-23 

(VII) 4*-4e' 

(VI) 2*-5- 



SAGITTARIUS 

SCORPIO 

LIBRA 

VIRGO 



Mohun Bagan will have to contest 
strongly up to July 21 but after that 
the Significator Planets of Houses 
two, nine and 12 arc excluded from 
the Sign^ficalors of five, nine and 11. 

The Ia)rds of the respertive 
Houses arc Moon, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn and Jupiter. The Sub-laird 
of the sixth House, Jupiter, posited 
in the fourth House of the amn- 
dent, signifies fourth, eighth, ninth, 
JOth and 12th and in Bhava, Jupher 
is the llth Bhava from the sixth 
Bhava. As the sixth House mainly 
indicates the closest rival, it is found 
that F,ast Bengal team will pe.-form 


well from June 22 to 27. But this 
may not be so if they meet Mohun 
Bagan (they are not expected to 
meet them within *his period). The 
third rival, Mohammedan Sporting’s 
eighth and the 12th Houses fcom the 
fourth House, will do far better be¬ 
tween July 4 and July 9 than they 
will in other periods—apart from the 
main rival, Mohun Bagan. East Ben¬ 
gal will shoot ahead of Mohammedan 
Sporting between August 3 and 
August 8 to emerge runners-up. 

The significators of five, nine and 
11 will bring gains without pains for 
Mohnn Bagan, who will be the 
league champions. 







>AVID 


williams 




jBorn i n Nigeria 
} November 1955, 
} came over to In- 
|i in January 1976 
id started playing 
WIMCO in the 
t a d r a s league, 
amc to notice in 
|e 1976 Nationals 
a Patna when he 
^arheaded Tamil 
;idu’s forward line, 
jlcutta's Big Three 
fibs approached 
?n after his spark- 
ig performance at 
i Nationals held 
■ire in January 
78, but he chose 
st Bengal. Got 
chance to don 
famous red-and- 
id jersey when 
St Bengal went 
Jth to participate 
the Sail Nagiee 
arnamont and la¬ 
the Stad'ord Cup. 
vid's mind must 
I be lingering on 
sitter he missed 
the Staflord semi- 
ils against ITl. 
engineering ,stu- 
it at Jadavpur 
iversity, he is 
:t Bengal’s Great 
ck Hope. 







“ tNDER 
SINGH 

At 39, as poM 
ful a forward 
ever. Was Capt 
of the Asian 
star team in 1! 
but thereafter ' 
selectors did 
think he was gc 
enough to represi 
the country. Was 
the list of probab 
for the Asian Gan 
at Bangkok 1 
year and was, 
fact, tipped to 
the skipper but 
refused to go. 
member of the J 
Mills team, he 
perhaps the m 
feared forw< 
from the Calcu 
team':- point 
view. He is unic 
the few top play 
who have resi.s 
the temptation 
go to the ‘Mecca 
Indian Football*. I 
along with Hal 
could be said to 
the link betwt 
the ‘greal.s’—Chi 
Ralaram, P.K .—: 
the pre.senl crop 
players. I.s ordi 
rilv mit.'.poken 
recently when 
asked him to a 
ment on whet 
Calrula foolball \ 
overrated, he i 
ferred to s.iy 
lliiiig. Perhivj'.'i 
refusal to go o 
is comment enon 
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News: National 


FEDERATION CUP 

It is 
limping 
along, 
thank you 


A s T!IE FEDERATION LIMPED 
into the second week, there was 
hardly any difference in the gales 
thougli the matches in the third 
Federation Cup Football Tournament 
were keener and more evenly fought. 
The Nehru Stadium here still pre- 
.sented a de.solatc look, with the vast 
empty spact^s being as discouraging 
to the players as to the organisers, 
who must be taking in no more than 
Rs. 1000 to Rs, 1500 a day. 

The hosts, if not desperate, are 
certainly worried about the final set¬ 
tlement of accounts. Some people 


are already thinking of taking the 
All-India Football Federation to 
court for disrupting their schedule 
and causing financial losses. 

Oil India made an impressive en¬ 
try into the semi-final. They over¬ 
came the robust A.ssam Police 3-0, 
thanks largely to the fine deploy¬ 
ment of his forces by right stopper 
Paresh Kakoty and covering for the 
others. He played a little behind 
the rest and nipped in to dispossess 
any rival who had broken through. 
Kakoty ensured that the goals his 
forward had obtained were not neu¬ 
tralised. 

Goalkeeper Dilip Gogoi was a 
little nervous at the start but as 
the ma’ch went on he was surer. 
Linkmen Dambaru Khanikar and 
Aruii Borthakur were outstanding 
while the ball play of Amal Phu- 
kan, the hard work of Rebati Phu- 
kan, Rahaman and Pinhroo did not 
allow Assam Police to go all out in 
search of goals. 

Assam Police found themselves a 
goal down early when their goal¬ 
keeper, Bolin Bora, was tempted to 
be flashy and let slip a shot by 
Amol Phukan from the left wing. 
Right striker Rahaman aca'pted the 
gift with glee. 





A V 'iMr 




Goalie V. Saldfuma of Mafatlal saves 
the ball from the head of Balwinder 
Singh of B.S.F. Mafatlal won 10. 













yl heaftii dearancp bu Darshan Singhof JCT in their match against South Central Railway. JCT won 31. 



Bliupender Singh Rawat of Mafatlal in front of the B.S.F. goal mouth 
chased by Harbhajan Singh (left) and Ravinder Singh of B.S.F. Mafatlal 
narrowly won 1-0. 


An interception by Khanikar set 
in motion the play that led to the 
sc'cond goal midway through the 
first half. Quick, short passes at 
the top of the box ended with 
Khanikar’s left-footed drive lodging 
in the far corner of the net. 

Pinhroo, who often fell back to 
lend a hand to his defence when 
Assam Police attacked in strength, 
notched the Snal goal, which was 
the best of the match. Borthakur 
held the ball on the left ffank till 
Pinhroo was in position to speed 
after a softly pushed pass into the 
box. The pass had goalkeeper Bora 
rushing out about 15 yards. But 
he lost the race for the possession of 
the ball to the darting Pinhroo, who 
then had the simple task of sending 
the ball into the unguarded goat 

As.sam Police were inclined to 
play the man as much as the ball 
and towards the interval their stri¬ 
ker Monin Bordoloi and Oil India 
back Harendra Singh were shown 
the yellow card by referee Dilip Sen. 
The internationals in the A.S5am 









into the 



canvas range 












Police team, Gilbertson Sangma and 
Subir Choudhury, disappointed, 
though Choudhury often moved into 
the attack to spur his men on. 

The day before this match Jagatjit 
Cotton and Textiles Mills knocked 
out South-Central Railway in the 
first quarter-fiiial. Their succes.s was 
founded on the two early goals that 
Kultar Singh got for them, the first 
following a defensive lapse and the 
second after slipping past a defen¬ 
der and luring goalkeeper Moosa 
out of his charge. 

South-Central seemed to lose their 
bearings and could not reproduce 
the form they had shown against 
Rajasthan Police in their group 
match. They kept playing the same 
pattern of high balls as their rivals. 
It was some time before they reali.s- 
ed their error and switched to slow¬ 
ing down the pace and playing 
along the ground. This change in 
the method brought them an edge 
in the proceedings and also brought 
out the best in the J. C. T. deep de¬ 
fence in which Sukhvinder stood out. 
J.C.T. gained the much needed res¬ 
pite when Parminder and Kashmira 
Singh combined on the left for the 
latter to beat Moosa for the third 
goal which virtually .secured the 
match for the Sait Nagjee winners. 
Shoukat’.s goal for South-Central did 
not inspire much hope of a re¬ 
verse. 

Both JCT and Oil India will have 
no match for a fortnight, a fac¬ 
tor that could adversely affect them 
in the semi-finals which will be on a 
double-leg basi.s. 

Bombay’s Orkay Mills were look¬ 
ed forward to with great expecta¬ 
tions as they had humbled mighty 
Mohun Bagan in the Hovers Cup in 
March. But they made heavy wea¬ 
ther of beating Young Physiques 
of Manipur by three goals to nil 
Ro.sario Antao, their skipper who 
had performed the hat-trick against 
Mohun Bagan, was hardly notice¬ 
able in the first half and in the 
second he was restricted to one goal 
by the alertness of the Manipur 
side's skipper and goalkeeper Prem 
Kanta, whose display was the best 
of this first group four maich. 
Orkay. perhaps, could not settle down 
and should do better in the subsC 
qnent matche.s against ITl and Pre¬ 
mier Tyres. On their first showing, 
however, they would have a hard 
time in taking one of the two quali¬ 
fying berths. But one looks forward 
to a better show from Bernard 
Pereira and the deep defence and 
from Premraj. the younger brother of 
international Prasannan, keeping up 
the good work he did against Young 
Physiques. 

The Manipur’s side was gallant 
but they were hesitant in attack. 
Mostly they had oniy one man in 
vading the Orkav territory and he 
looked an.viouslv for support. 
G'ftuhati, May 7 

A CORRESPONDENT Gauhaii 


BEIGHT ON CUP 

World's 
oldest 
hockey 
tourney is 
dying 

T he WORLD’S OLDEST RUNN 
ing hockey tournament may 
soon die. No, not of old age, but 
jiisl that a crusty “system” threatens 
to make the Beighton Cup competi¬ 
tion — once the Blue Riband of 
Indian hockey — just wither away. 
And if the expected slrirturc.s by the 
IHr, nece.ssit.'ited by the unscrupul¬ 
ous induction of uutstation players 
into the Bengal Hockey Association, 
tome to be passed, West Bengal's 
hockey unit might just cease to 
function. 


Beighton ’79 saw the poorest parti¬ 
cipation in recent memory — the 
natural culmination of a decline 
that .set in quite a few years ago. 
Not only did the top teams of the. 
country, like Indian Airlines, refuse 
to participate, .some of the more im¬ 
portant ones that did, withdrew at 
the last minute. With the EME 
Centre declining to send its promised 
team, an unpretentious North-East¬ 
ern Railway, Gorakhpur, was drafted 
into the compelitioii at the last 
minute. And even this team, which 
lost out six of its players to Calcutta 
teams over the last two years, man¬ 
aged to reach the semi-finals. This 


gives an idea of the quality of parti¬ 
cipation this year. 

Then again, Western Railway, with 
that great, though ageing, dribbler 
Balbir Singh in its ranks, preferred 
to seek Bihari pastures rather than 
the de.solale Calcutta pitch. This 
paved the way for Corps of Sisals, 
another Plain Jane outfit, to sail into 
the quarter-finals. Finally, Mahindra 
and Mahindra did not keep its date 
with the tournament, allowing IlEC 
to enter. 

However, the mediocre oiitstation 
entries did provide a few upsets. For 
example, they weeded out all Cal¬ 
cutta competitors, barring Mohun 
Bagan at the quarter-final stage it¬ 
self. 

While Customs were edged out by 
Army Supply Corps, East Bengal lost 
out to Signals, both in the tie-brea- 
ker. Ea.sl Bengal, however, did nut 
bow out with grace. Their goal- 
kec'pet Atiial, realising that the Sig¬ 
nals' fifth tie breaker penalty stroke 
wouki not alter the result of the 
match — which stood at 3-2 in 
Signals’ favour after East Bengal had 
completed their five-stroke quota — 
tried to delay the proceedings suffi¬ 
ciently to have the intHch abandoned 


on the plea of insuHicient light. Of 
course, the. move did not pay off, but 
it did serve to highlight the extent 
to which gamesmanship could be 
stretched, albeit with the custodian 
appearing to bo a f lown. 

O NE EXPECTED THE SEMI- 
finals, at lea‘it, to be interesting. 
But the dull hockey that was dished 
out from the very first day of the 
Capsuled, fortnight-lung competition, 
continued till the final stage was 
reached. ASC had to wait till the 
end of the second-leg of its semi¬ 
final with Corps of Signals to emerge 
victorious. And all tnev had to show 



Umpire A. B. Chatterjee, whom Olympian rrederickit hit on the head — 
smiling it off? 



Mohiin liaqan’x Darxhan Singii leaps high as ASC rinhl-wmejer Ilamraj sends across to the left. 


aflcr two hours of listless hockey 
was a solitary goal! 

In that respect, the Mohun Bagan- 
NKR tiv was more interesting. Seven 
goals were scored in all, which made 
the substandard game bearable. Of 
course, the result was settled in the 
first-leg match itself, with Mohun 
Bagan .slamming in three without 
n'ply. 

The finals, as expected, were the 
most competitive matches of the 


tournament. In the lirsi-leg there 
weren't many fluent moves by either 
Mohun Bagan or ASC. But the army 
.side displayed the kind of grit that is 
lacking in Bengal hocke.y. And that 
forced Mohun Bagan to its best dis¬ 
play till then. With ASC cornering 
the local team for lonij- stretches, 
especially in the first session, Mohun 
Bagan were forced into action in the 
second. 

The result, 1-1, was not a true 
index of cither territorial supremacy 


or scoring opportunities. By the first 
yardstick, A^ should have won but, 
strangely, by the second, Mohun 
Bagan should have emerged victori¬ 
ous. 

The second-lcg result was a repeat 
of the first but with a difference, 
though both were declared joint 
winners. It saw plenty of incidents, 
the most glaring was a dissatisfied in¬ 
ternational custodian Fredericks hitt¬ 
ing umpire A. R. Chatterjee with his 
stick after he allowed the equaliser 
fur Mohun Bagan just three minutes 
before the breather. Thereafter chaos 
followed, but prompt police action 
prevented any untoward incident. 
Fredericks was shown the red card 
by the profusely bleeding umpire but 
he refused to leave, pleading ignorance 
o( the incident. Good sense prevailed 
but after exactly 30 tension-filled 
minutes. Fredericks left the field. 
All this happened just as the chief 
guest, Governor T. N. Singh, walked 
in. 

But all said and done, the ones 
who lost the Beighton were not the 
ousted teams but the dwindling hard¬ 
core hockey-lovers. They are gradual¬ 
ly preparing to bid a reluctant good 
bye to hockey in Calcntta—^thanks to 
the inefficiency or neglect of the 
powers that be. Unless the quality 
of outstation entries improves next 
year, one doubts that less than half 
the SOO-odd spectators who turned up 
for the '79 finals would bother to 
waste their time again. 

ARIJIT SEN, Calcutta 
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AtvOr Gtjixlis, the Russian Grand master, playmo ariainst Raja Rauisekhar 


ALEKHINE CHESS 

Gipslis 
made to 
fight 

T he recently-concluded 

third Alekhine Memorial Inter¬ 
national Chess Tournament was the 
biggest Calcutta has ever seen. It 
was organised by the Alekhine 
Chess Club, which, remarkably 
enough, established only three years 
ago. 

The star participant in the meet 
was 42-year-old Soviet Grand master, 
Aivar Gipslis, who, predictably, won 
the tournament. However, our top 
national players were not easy meat. 
In fact, till the last round one or the 
other was neck to neck with the 
Grandmaster for the first position. 
Eventually the Grandmaster and 
P.M. Mohanty of Orrissa both got 
8*2 out of a possible 11 points with¬ 
out losing a single game. But the 
former was placed first by virtue of 
his better median score. 

Third was the current national 
champion T. N. Parameswaran, with 
eight points. Unhappily, a slight 
slackening of concentration towards 
the end cost him the first place. 
Mohammed Hassan and Manuel 
Aaron got 7-1/2 points each but the 
former had a superior median 
score. 

Apart from these players there 
was the Pakistani, Zahiruddin Fa- 
rooqui, who had won a gold medal 
in the 1974 Nice Olympiad. But 
due to indifferent health his play 
here was much below his usual 
standard. There were also two en¬ 
trants from Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka, among whom the more pro¬ 
minent was the Bangladesh national 
champion, 12-year-old Niaz Murshed, 
a talented player and possibly their 
brightest future prospect. The Sri 
Lankan, V. Wettasinha, 21, did 
creditably, finishing foremost among 
the .foreign players, except for the 
Grandmaster. 

Young Dibyuendu Barua of West 
Bengal lived up to his reputation 
by being the first player to hold 
Gipslis to a draw, in the second 
round, after a keen and absorbing 
struggle. Possibly drawing inspira¬ 
tion from him, four other players 
shared points with the Grandmaster. 

hiaren Majhi of West Bengal 
caused an upset by defeating for¬ 
mer National champion M. Aaron. 
By round three Majhi and A. B. 
Meetei of Manipur were in the lead, 
the latter after defeating another 
ex-National champion Nasir Ali. 
Maihil then lost two games conse¬ 
cutively to Meetei and A- Awate 


while Meetei with a draw against R. 
Ravishekhar went into the lead 
with 4-1/2 out ol a possible five. 
But then Parameswaran held the 
Grandmaster and moved to first 
place. But Gipslis with a fine win 
against Aaron, moved into second 
place. Parameswaran maintained 
his half point lead over Gipslis 
till the ninth round and people 
were fervently hoping that an Indian 
would emerge ahead ot a Russian 
Grandmaster. 

But that was not to be. A. K. 
Ghosh of Bengal defeated Parame¬ 
swaran and Mohanty ot Orissa de¬ 
feated R. Ravishekhar and the 
Grandmaster and Mohanty became 
the leaders. Thus, till the last 
round anything could have happen¬ 
ed. In the last round, Gipslis rose 
to the occasion and crushed Awate 
of Maharashtra in just 26 .moves. 

The Grandmaster played a mara¬ 
thon game against A. K. Ghosh ot 
West Bengal. The game was ad¬ 
journed twice and lasted for nearl.y 
11 hours. The game was theoreti¬ 
cally drawn but Ghosh on several 
occasions failed to find the right 
move and finally paid the pi.-nalty 
with his superior technique, , cani- 



T. N. Parameswaran—seemd best 


lalized on Ghosh's inept play in the 
delicate rook vs knight ending. 

Gipslis said latier his best game 
had been against Aaron. At one 
stage it seemed Aaron was winning 
but the iiosi rnor'.em analysis reveal¬ 
ed that at all .stages the situation 
was under Gipslis’s control. 

Dibyendu's game against the 
Grandmaster was a very interesting 
one. lie handled the oixming in his 
own original way and Gipslis obtain¬ 
ed a slight pull, but Dibyendu 
cleverly extricated himself from his 
difficulties and arrived at an end¬ 
ing with a bad bishop against Gips- 
lis's good knight, good enough for 
a draw. ^ 

Dibyendu played some very intel¬ 
ligent games. He could easily have 
come much higher had he not miss¬ 
ed some easy wins again.st top 
players like Ghalib, (the only other 
unbeaten player) and Aawte. Also, 
he wMs handicapped by his lack of 
knowU-dge in he opening theory. 
His will against Abhijit Majumder, 
tne present West Bengal champion, 
in a knight and pawn ending was 
reniiiii.s(xmt of Capablanca at his 
bi-st. He was awarded a special 
prize of Rs. 300 for the best per- 
lorniancc among .juniors (under- 20 ). 

Another youngster who drew the 
s'lectators' attention was Bangla¬ 
desh's Nia/ Murshed. He seemed to 
be familiar with all the currently 
played openings and has a consider¬ 
able knowledge of opening theory. 
His middle game play is very lively 
but his knowledge of end games 
seems to be limited. He was award¬ 
ed a .special prize of Rs. 200 for the 
best performance among sub-juniors 
(under-15). 

The performance of our ladies 
left a lot to be desired. The top- 
scorer among the three of them, in¬ 
ternational womenmasler Jayasree 
Khadilkar, could not even get a 50 
per cent score, but she was given 
a special prize of Rs. 400. 

SUBHANKAR SINHA 
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His performances jjtf- 

and stage directors have received wide f 11 flli I 


acclaim. 

"Contemporary theatre styles mingled with 
all that is great in traditional Sanskrit drama— 
that's the breakthrough I dream of." 

His cigarette No. 10 filter 

Uncompromising quality 
Unvarying satisfaction 

N910 

FILTER 

The taste to go Steady with 

iuimoHY wAHNiNc CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Jackie 
Stewart: 
'Shooting' 
star 

J ACKIE STEWART, WHO RETIR- 
cd in 1973 after winning the 
world driving title for the third 
time, is every inch of hl$ slender 
frame a sportsman. Physical fit¬ 
ness is important, vitally impor¬ 
tant, even for a retired car racer, 
and Stewart, now in his 40s. main¬ 
tains a training^ schedule that could 
be the envy of many a track athlete. 
Normally, Jackie trains every day 



Stewart on arrival at Delhi 


in the week, but three times a 
week is a “must” with him even at 
the busiest of times. A training 
session could mean a six-kilometer 
run, followed by gymnastics, weight¬ 
training and isometrics. “Physical fit¬ 
ness helps you to be alert at the 
wheel and sharpen your reflexes,'* 
says Stewart, 

Did he think there was a case for 
car racing as an Olympic sport? 
No, said Stewart, who is described 
as the world's greatest driver. Car 
radng is too commercial for the 
Olympics, he thinks. 

Reminded that there is a demand 
in some quarters to make the mo¬ 
dern pentathlon truly modern by re¬ 
placing horse riding with car or 
motorcycle riding as one of the 
events, Stewart quips back. “Which 
cars, which motorcyclea? Manufac¬ 
turers, businessmen would come 


into the picture in • big way to 
get their laakcs approved, which is 
all not according to the mnateur 
Olympic spirit.” 

Stewart knows what he is talking 
about. Before joining the car rac¬ 
ing profession he was an Olympic 
sportsman, having represented Great 
Britain in trap shooting at the 19M 
Rome Olympics at the age of 23. 
This is a little known part of Ste¬ 
wart’s life. Learning to shoot from 
his father, “who was a good shot 
in his time", Jackie developed his 
skill with a gun to the extent of 
twice winning a silver medal at the 
European Championships and once 
standing sixth in the world competi¬ 
tion. 

“By the way, you had a jfood 
shooter, a man called Kami Singh. 

Is he still active ?” inquired Stewart, 
paying a tribute to our champion 
trap shooter. As a member of the 
British foursome, Stewart competed 
against Kami Singh in the Rome 
Olympics. 

But why did Stewart give up 
shooting? “Soneone paid me some 
money for racing a car. And you 
know what money means to a Scot 
Give him money for doing some¬ 
thing and he’ll do it again.’’ 

He took to car racing in spite of 
its risks. To prevent his mother 
from knowing of his motor sports 
Involvement, he started at the bot¬ 
tom using an assumed name. But 
he was a winner since he first pull¬ 
ed on his first driving helmet 

He retired after a glorious career 
which fetched him, besides his 
world championships, plenty of 
money which, being a Scot, he 
dearly loves. But he still remains 
a celebrity. He is a much sought- 
after speaker, a TV racing analyst, 
a columnist and consultant to Good¬ 
year (Racing Division). 

When he speaks, he preaches road 
safety rather than- speed. He is a 
protagonist for making road safety 
as a part of the school curriculum. 
He doesn’t drink hard liquor and he 
doesn’t smoke and says drinks and 
driving can’t go together. “Let 
others do the driving when you 
drink.” Stewart is a man of grwt 
propaganda value to the traffic 
police. 

“Now, I come from a race of 
people who are famous round the 
world for the Scotch whislw they 
produce. But, sadly, even though ft 
is enjoyed by millions of people In 
every corner of the world, it has no 
part to play while driving a motor 
vehicle. For that matter, it doesn’ 
even have e part to play if you are 
riding a horse.” 

What does he think is the cardi¬ 
nal quality a good car racer should 
aim to cultivate ? Concentration, 
says Stewart. “Shut various people 
in different rooms and ask them to 





motor racing champion 


concentrate. Some can. some cannot. 
A racing driver has to be all con¬ 
centration for hours together. 
At speeds of 300 km an hour, he 
cannot afford to be to careless. His 
first mistake could be his last 
Careless drivers, however great 
they may be otherwise, are all dead." 

What, other qualities ? A racing 
driver should not allow his heart to 
rule his head. He should know his 
own limitations and that of his 
machine and never try to go be¬ 
yond. “Cars can be lethal weapons 
when driven beyond their limita¬ 
tions.” 

It is for this reason that Stewart 
thinks racing drivers can be their 
best when they are 30 to 35 yean 
old. They are then experienced and 
mature enough to prevent their 
hearts ruling their heads, which it 
likely to happen when one is too 
young, when they are older than 
35 and step into the 40s, they be¬ 
come too wise for racing.” 

Stewart’s skill as a racer came 
from being cautious and amert at 
the same time. Everybody and any¬ 
body cannot become a radng drh'er. 
You have got to have it in you, 
thinks Stewart, who has a quick 
mind and a remarkable ability to 
communicate eifectlvely. He him¬ 
self strayed into the profession “by 
aeddenr, to quote Stewart. 

“Like many other prfessions, you 
can't go to a school or any other 
institution to learn to become a 
motor radng driver, though now 
there are places where they teach 
you the trade. 

“So, if you are intending to be¬ 
come a car racer, it will have to be 
a do-it-yourself affair, provided you 
have it in you.” 


D. RAHUL, New Delhi 




SportsworM Exclusive 


LOOKING BACK AT PEBTH 

Pakistan 
deserved 
the win 

ASHOK KUMAR 



'■PHE SUPERSTITIOUS AMONG US 
* must have thought that we were 
starting out on the wrong foot. On 
the morning of April 9, the day we 
were to leave for Perth, we were 
yet to receive some ot the items of 
our kit. 

By the time everyone of us spilled 
out of our taxis (which we managed 
to hire with great difficulty) at the 
Madras airport, the Air India Jumbo 
(already behind schedule) bound for 
Perth was all set to take off. Thanks 
to the efforts of Mr M. A. M. Rama- 
swamy, the plane was further de¬ 
tained for 35 minutes to accommo¬ 
date us. As the massive Jumbo 
streaked across the runway of the 
Meenambakkam Airport. 1 said to 
myself; “phew! we’ve actually made 
it’^, glad that the high-voltage sus¬ 
pense drama of our departure had 
ended. Rajinder Singh and Suresh 
Mehta were left behind and they 
joined us in Perth a couple of days 
later. 

We landed in Perth in the early 
hours of April 10 and were received 
at the airport by a couple of official's 
from the organising committee and 


members of the Harlequin Club — a 
club of the Anglo-Indian community 
settled in Perth. At this point I 
must place on record our thanks to 
the members of the Harlequin Club 
for the immense help they were to us. 
At no time in my experience abroad 
ha.s an Indian community gone so 
much out of the way to be helpful 
to an Indian hockey team. They con¬ 
tributed in no small way to making 
our stay in Perth a memorable one. 

Between April 10 and 20 (i.e. till 
we played our first match in the 
tournament) we played four matches, 
getting a feel of the astro turf on 
three of those occasions. We beat 
the Western Australia State team 3-2, 
drew witii the Cricketers Club of 
Western Australia, beat Harlequin 
Club and a Combined University team. 

O N TO THE TOURNAMENT PRO- 
per: I .sincerely believe that we 
could have beaten Holland in the 
opening match. The scoreboard 6-3 
in favour of The Netherlands does not 
tell the true story. 1 think the three- 
goal deficit we ran into in the first 
15 minutes was a great handicap 
which sealed the match in favour of 
our rivals. Initially the boys were 
overawed by the Dutch forwards but 
we managed a good tight-back, tak¬ 
ing the battle into the enemy camp. 

When we were still trailing 3-5, we 
had two glorious opportunities to get 
on par with the Dutch. First Surjit 
Singh, who had by then completed a 
hat-trick, converted a penalty corner 
award with a rasping carpet drive 
which grazed goal-keeper Sikking’s 
pads before crashing into the boards 
but it was disallowed for 'cutting’. 
All of us felt that Surjit had hit it 
clean. A little later our centre-for¬ 
ward Sukhbir Singh Grewal took a 
shot at the goal from the top of the 
‘D’ and the ball ricocheted off Sik- 
king's pads and Syed Ali darted in 
to drive the ball home. But Syed 
was pulled up for off-side : we found 
it quite ridiculous. 

Frankly, I was not very impressed 
with the Holland team. Their forma¬ 
tion is an offshoot of the one they 
use in football, with a lot of inter¬ 
changing of pasilion-s. They have a 
sweeper on the top of the circle with 
two men near about the positions of 
full-backs and four men around the 
region we traditionally refer to as 
half-backs and three forwards. The 
men immediately behind the front- 
liners often double as forwards. 

"Every Pakistani hockey 
player has a sense of secu¬ 
rity. t was told that both 
Shahnaz and Ishlauddin 
received a five-figure purse 
on retirement. " 


I do not think this kind of forma¬ 
tion is suitable to us: The traditional 
formations as practised by Pakistan 
and Australia are still effective, as 
the tournament proved. The Dutch 
use a lot of overhead passes and 
rely mostly on conversion of corner 
awards. Another weakness in Hol¬ 
land’s play is that their game tends 
to lose its dash even before the end 
of the first-half. Their show against 
us and Pakistan bear out this fact. 

yERSUS AUSTRALIA: WHEREAS 
V against Holland we were in the 
red early in the first-half, in our 
second outing against hosts Australia, 
we had two goals in the bag with¬ 
out conceding any until a little before 
half-time when they scored three 
quick goals. 

Both our goals came from the 
powerful stick of Surjit but with 
less ban 10 minutes to go for the 
breather, Tan Cooke converted a 
corner. Terry Walsh netted the 
second and third goal which put 
out of the running for a berth in the 
semi-finals. 

"Taking stock of our per¬ 
formance, two things 
stand out. Our shooting 
was poor and our defence 
was weak." 

Let there be no two thoughts about 
it — the Australians played well after 
the initial setback. They are an ex¬ 
tremely fit side. Our problem was 
that our frontline did not function as 
well as it should have, and 1 will 
never forget my goofing up a great 
chance to equalise in the second-half. 
I had hcaten two defenders on the 
right and switched over to the left- 
inside pu.sition when I had only the 
Aussie goalkeeper to beat. I tried 
to use ‘the wrong foot’ (instead of 
turning) to score but I found my 
slick stuck in the astro-turf : From 
that 45 degree angle it was an easy 
job of scoring but my push sent the 
ball about 90 degree angle of the 
range I wanted to send it. Syed Ali 
also should have scored a minute 
later but he failed. 

This match saw a brilliant perfor¬ 
mance by our goalie Allan Schofield. 
Allan was a bundle of nerves in our 
opening match (against Holland) but 
he did a remarkable job in this 
match. Rhaskaran did very well in 
the half-line. 

My verdict on this match : The 
better team won. We had the lead 
but lost it and we had ourselves to> 
blame for losing it. 

V EB.SUS FRANCE: WE KNEW 
that we could not take the 
Frenchmen easy. They had trained 
hard and had a lot of experience on 
the astro-turf surface at home. 

We took the lead pretty early in 
the match. Surjit whacked the ball 
off a penalty corner but it hit the 
r'AmlitiiiJsgl Ia P'lfTA !1J 


IMo cause 
For despair 

Concludes LESLEY 
CLAUDIUS, coach of 
the Indian team, after 
a player-by-player 
oost mortem. 

N ot only our entire coun- 

try. but we who coached and 
the players that participated in the 
Esanda hockey tournament, were 
very disappointed and disgusted at 
our performance. We were capable 
of putting up a much better show. 
This was amply proved in spells 
against Holland and Australia and 
in our domination in the matches 
against France, Canada, Kenya and 
New Zealand. 

In our match against Holland we 
conceded five early goals due to a 
nervous defence and a goaLkeeper 
who did not Jiave a clue about what 
was happening. But then we fought 
back brilliantTy and played superb 
hockey and were certainly very un< 
fortunate not to have equalised. 
Two very genuine goals from short 
comer were disallowed, one which 
hit the goal-keeper’s pads below tHe 
knee and sounded the board and 
one that flew into the net of the 
stick of a Dutch player. Funnily 
enough, a similar goal wasHtllowed 
in the first half. Another thing. In 
the last stages of the game, a cen¬ 
tre from the left was deflected goal- 
wards by an Indian forward. The 
goalkeeper fisted the ball away, but 
he was not even penalised by the 
umpire. 


fied that his act had paid off. And 
Australia scored two goals while 
Bhaskaran was out under suspen¬ 
sion, both from movements on the 
right wing which Bhaskaran guards. 

Having said this I do not want 
to deny that Holland and Australia 
merited their victories. They cer¬ 
tainly played well. But the fact is 
such incidents have a demoralizing 
effect, dishearten a team and com¬ 
pletely change the entire complex of 
the game. 

True, we had our weaknesses and 
we have ourselves to blame for our 
defeats. Our defence, with the ex¬ 
ception of Surjit Singh, and at times 
Bhaskaran, was nervous and jittery 
and had no method, no control, had 
nil constructive feeding and gave 
no support to the forwards. All 
this led to stupid infringements 
which cost us vital goals through 
penalty corners. During the coaching 
period and matches against other 
teams they performed well, but in 
Australia they larked the match 
temperament and were not quite ac¬ 
customed to Astro-turf. 

The forwards played well. Suresh 
Mehta, who played brilliant hockey 
at the camp, could not adjust to the 
Astro-turf and was so slow in his 
movements and passes. Merwyn 
Fernandes, who replaced him as the 
inside-left could not function there 
with Ashok shifting to inside-left, 
so we played him as the inside-right 
This forward line functioned well. 

M erwyn has all the re- 

requirements of a good player. 
He feeds his right-wing to the maxi¬ 
mum, has good ball control and 
dash. He is only a wee bit timid 
and lacks finish but should over¬ 
come these drawbacks with experi¬ 
ence. Syed All has good stickwork, 
speed and position play but is erra¬ 
tic and has no presence of mind. 
Grewal is a very hard working 


centre-forward, plays brilliantly witi 
his two inside forwards, has goot 
ball control stickwork and speed 
But he lacks all-round ability in th( 
circle. He has plenty of scope foi 
improvement 

Kaushik improved with ever} 
game. He has good ball control 
the capability to beat the defence on 
both sides and positions himself well; 
But his centering and passes front 
the wing are not hard enough and 
precise. 

Ashok Kumar, though very well 
marked, played excellent hockey. H< 
is a complete hockey player. Thougl 
he has a tendency to hang on 
to the ball, in this tournament be 
distributed well. He is a top-clas: 
schemer, and that explains why he 
wasn’t very much among the goals. 

Allan Schoeficld is a good goal¬ 
keeper. But he has the tendenq 
to get excited — a shortcomini 
which was responsible for his con 
ceding some stupid goals. He wil 
improve. 

Full-backs Rajinder and Vinee 
Kumar both played well in India bu 
could not adjust themselves t< 
Astro-turf. They did not have th< 
necessary ball control and confi 
dence to command respect. Theii 
tackling w^s weak and their distri 
bution and clearance poor. Centre 
half Ranbir Singh has speed ant 
recovery—both tremendous assets— 
and good anticipations, but' has m 
control over the ball and lacks pre 
cisc distribution. He is most crratii 
and easily succnimbs to pressure 
which leads to unnecessary infringe 
mrnts. 

Roger Magee is a specialist ii 
marking a player but he seemed t( 
have left all his abilities back ir 
the country. Bhaskaran is a vers 
dependable halfback, an exper 
penalty strokcr, and stopper of tb( 

Continued to Page 35 


Before our match against Austra¬ 
lia, I was very confident that we 
would win, after our excellent dis¬ 
play against Holland. We started 
off in a whirlwind fa.shioa and ran 
the Australians off their feel. In 
that period of 17 minutes, we scor¬ 
ed two goals and were in complete 
command. Then we lost control of 
ttie game and suddenly the pressure 
was on. But even then, Allan, our 
goalkeeper, played exceptionally well 
and saVed all that came his wcy. 
We would have still been in the 
lead at half time if it was not for 
some very unjust decisions by the 
umpires. One very glaring injustice 
was the tenmorary suspension 6f 
Bhaskaran for reasons best knourn 
to the umpire. Bhaskaran was in 
possessiba of the ball and the Aus¬ 
tralian centre-forward challenged 
him. Bhaskaran got the ball past 
him but tbe Austrahan obstructed him. 
Bha^aran brushed him off when 
suddenly and deliberately the Aus¬ 
tralian fell on' the ground. Ihe 
crowd booed and to everyone’s sur¬ 
prise Bhaskaran was turned out. 
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goal-post and came back into play. Naturally wc went all out in the 

Sycd All, displaying good opportun- second-half to settle the issue at 4-1. 

ism, immediately sent the loose ball 

home. Sycd had a great match. For Versus New Zealand: We were 
France, right-back Delavenne convert- batting for the fifth position in the 
^ two short corners before half time tournament and we beat Olympic 
and led 2-1. We then decided that chunipions New Zealand 5-3 in the 

Merwyn Fernandes, who replaced play-off on the day of the final. We 

Suresh Mehta in the forward line, were twice in arrears in the first- 
would play in my position (inside half, but a determined eflort by 
right) and I moved to the inside-left Surjit, who slammed in two goals In 
position. I think this move paid off. the second-half pul us on top. Bhas- 
Grewai put us into the lead after karan converted a penalty stroke 
Kaushik had equalised for us and award. 

Merwyn made it 4-2. This was our 

first victory and we had to fight AMI SATISFIED WITH OUR 
for it. overall performance at Perth ? 

Well, with a little luck, we should 
Versus Canada: We avenged our de- have done better. But you must 
feat at the hands of Canada at realise that we were basically a 
Buenos Aires by beating them com- young team and I think that there 
prchensively 7-3. Our forward line are many of them who .should form 
really functioned well with the sanrie The base for the future Indian team, 
combination of Syed AH and Kaushik 

on the wings, 1 playing at inside-left. Taking slock of our performance, 
Grewal at centre-forward and Mer- two things stand out. Our shooting 
wyn at inside-right. It was for the 
fir.st time that wc could slacken a bit 
after we ran up a comfortable lead 

and this gave us a chance to try , , 

young Jaswinder and Vinect Kumar. / * 



Thai MMJil 


was poor and you cannot win matches 
with bad marksmanship. Our for¬ 
wards will have to develop the skill 
of shooting harder and on target. At 
the moment, our shooting inside the 
‘D’ is pretty feeble. This explains 
why, though we had many chances, 
we could not convert them to ad¬ 
vantage. You know, in terms of num¬ 
ber of scoring chances, we were next 
only to Pakistan and see the differ¬ 
ence it made. 

Our defence was also weak, espe¬ 
cially the half-line. Bhaskaran, of 
course, was outstanding. Apart from 
Bhaskaran, only Surjit had inter¬ 
national experience of some standing. 
And apart from being the top scorer 
in the tournament, Surjit was easily 
one of the most impressive deep de¬ 
fenders on view. 

I don’t know if it is right on my 
part to say this but since you asked 
me, I think the find of the Perth trip 
has been young Merwyn Fernandes. 
Of course, Allan Schofield improved 
with every outing and is today a very 
confident man under the cross-bar. 

The Perth trip was a very happy 
one. I had excellent co-operation 
from the boys. The facilities accor¬ 
ded to us by the organisers was very 
good. The people were very hospi¬ 
table and the crowds both knowledge¬ 
able and sportive. 

P KISTAN DESERVES THEIR 
title-win. It i.s a pity that we 
were not able to clash with them 
on the field. It would have been an 
interesting battle. Kalimullah is 
really good. So are Hasan Sardar 
and Rashid. The point is, in Pakis¬ 
tan they have a second and third 
.string of players waiting on the side¬ 
lines to take over when the veterans 
are over the hill. So you see, Pakis¬ 
tan really did not miss Shanaz Shaikh 
and Ishlauddin. 

I think one man who did a tre¬ 
mendous job for Pakistan was their 
centre-half Akhtar Rasool. Manzoor 
junior is speedy but I think no team 
really tried to mark him well. 

O NE THING THAT STRUCK ME 
after speaking at length to the 
Pakistan hockey players (we get 
along fabulously) is the amount of 
care showered on them by the govern¬ 
ment, the hockey officials and the 
hockey-lovers of their country. Every 
hockey player has a sense of security. 
During their playing days, they are 
well looked after, given good jobs 
and asked to concentrate on hockey 
and nothing else. 

Even after their playing days are 
over they are just not ignored. 1 
w*Ji t®ld that both Shanaz and Ishla- 
“ .713 ffceived a five-figure purse on 
'*** arts*®'**’ ^ saying that 

**** hockey for 

liiaiil smuld be given a few lakh of 
rupeM on retirement. I am only 
citing the interest shown in hockey 
oy all rancerned in Pakistan and the 
sense of security about the individual’s 
future. 

As told to ASHOK KAMATH 



Continued from Pafte S3 
ball in corners. But he has develoo- 
ed the bad habit of plaving verv 
defensivelv and does not j!o up with 
the forwards. 

Surjit Singh is a stalwart. He is 
good in tackling position play and his 
clearances are hard and precise, 
though a bit lethargic. He is also a 
top-class converter of penalty corners 
who could score even more if 
his approach was faster when hitting 
a ball. 

Inside-left Surinder Singh did not 
play too well. But he has the most 
potential as a goal-scorer. I would 
certainly like to see him play as a 
centre-forward. 

Right-half Jaswinder Singh, a 
youngster, is a very intelligent plaver 
though on the slow side. Olynioin 
Fernandes is also a good goalkeeper 
but he also has the tendency of gett¬ 
ing excited. His stance is a bit faulty 
and at times he runs out unnecessarily. 

T PERSONALLY THINK THE TEAM 
■I was not completely at home ou 
Astro-turf and lacked match tempera¬ 
ment. Their stopping was suspect 
and at times they could not control 
the ball. As a team, they shone iu 
patche.s and never really .settled down. 
The defence panicked under pressure 
and the forwards were terrible when 
it came to scoring. They seem to 
have utilised all their determination, 
dedication and. skill in the fir.st game 
against Holland. Still. I maintain that 
we were not as bad to emerge fifth. 
We were unlucky to face our toughest 
opposition in the very first two 
games. 

This can become a very good team 
with a few change.s, but we must 
start immediately. The aim must be 
to brush up the individual brilliance 
and mould the team into a unit. 

This cannot be done overnight. A 
minimuni number of players should 
be selected and persisted in prepara¬ 
tion of the Olympic team. Experienre 
On Astro-turf, and against European 
teams, are both absolute musts. 

We shall be playing alt Calcutta, 
we hope, in the Rene Frank and at 
Pakistan in December-January 79-80. 
But we should send the team much 
before the Moscow Games to play 
matches on Astro-turf. 

What we need most is to play 
under the supervision of European 
umpires. Their interpretation of the 
obstruction rules and their penalties 
for discipline are so different from 
ours that it is a tremendous setback 
when we play under them. These 
rules should certainly be enforced in 
India. 

We have nothing to’ worry about. 
We are in no way inferior to other 
teams. With a few changes in the 
defence, we can look forward with 
confidence to Moscow. This is not 
only my view, hut of others in 
Australia—particularly of the Merve 
Adams, the coach of the Australian 
team in Montreal which beat us 6->. 
Let us not despair, but let us also 
not waste time. 


LOOKING BACK 

Chicken 

or 

chewing 

gum? 

UWENEVER OVK HOCKEY 
WW team docs poorly, our Minit- 
teYs lose no time in pinpointing 
faults. But has any tap brass in 
eilht^ the IHF or the AlCS or the 
Ministry of Education bothered to 
check on the condilhms in which 
we train our team'! ASHOK 
KAMATII spent a day at the NSNIS 
(South) Centre at Bangalore where 
the team had its coaching camp 
before Perth. 



Olympio Fernandez: His aunt’s gift 
saved the day 

S A.M.; ‘Camp commandant 
Lakshman (regarded as the ‘Man 
Friday’ of the campers) has been 
having a tough time waking the 
boys. “Tela Ready’’, be announced 
an incentive. 

5.39 A.M: There is a bee-line for 
the toilets. Skipper Ashok Kumar 
goes around to make sure that no 
one is trying to play truant for that 
extra bit of sleep. 

€.15 A.M: Almost everyone is 
scurrying about like schoolkids for 
‘a vantage’ seat in the uncovered 
army truck which is to take them to 
the venue of- their workouts — the 
ASC Centre, which is about 5 km 
away from their hostel at the Netaii 
Subhash National Institute of Sports. 
Bangalore. 

6.30 A.M: At the ASC Centre 
parade ground. Except the five goal¬ 
keepers, everyone else undergo the 
conditioning exercise devised bv 
coach Dharam Singh. Jogging, 
sprinting, and callisthenics. This 
goes on for almost an hour. The 
clinical elegance of the ASC Centre, 
the backdrop of parading jawans, 
and the general aura of regimenta¬ 
tion provide perfect juxtaposition 
with the hockey campers. 


8 A.M: The boys have had a 
short break after their exacting ex¬ 
ercises and are ready for practice. 
They divide themselves Into two 
groups and join the goalkeepers at 
the hockey ground. Watched by 
Claudius and Rajagopal the two 
groups have practice in dribbling 
trom touchline to' touchline. The 
two-handed dribble is followed by 
one-handed and then dribbling In 
“reverse gear" from goalline to goal- 
line. Meanwhile, coach Oharam 
Singh has been supervising the de¬ 
partment be shone so very well in 
yesteryears — the deep defence. 
Full-backs Surjit Singh, Rajinder 
Singh and Vineet Kumar take turns 
to hit penalty corners. Dung Dting 
is down with hepatitis I am inform¬ 
ed, and couldn't make it to the 
camp. A conservative estimate 
would be that each full-back got to 
hit at least 350 penalty corners in 
one session. Dharam Singh has a 
word or two with Igreen horns’ 
Vineet Kumar and Rajinder. Surjit 
shows me his blistered right palm 
•—the legacy of the amount of work 
put in. 

The dribbling practice done, it is 
now time for workouts on tactics, 
positional play, shooting, trapping, 
passing ct cetra. Claudius supervi¬ 
ses the half-liners while Rajagopal, 
the frontlinvrrs. 

10 A.M: The boys peel off their 
sweat-soaked shirts and rush for 
refreshment. But for goalkeepers 
Allan Schofield. Olympio and Manda- 
pakka it is not yet over. Karate 
champion V. Vasanth is around to 
give them ‘special treatment’. Allan, 
a tired man by now, tries to play 
hockey but Vasanth is in no mood 
for concessions. With .all their para¬ 
phernalia on. the goalies go through 
various yogic asans—^Vasanth fixing 
stiff targets for each exercise. ‘‘One 
...two...three...four...up Allan, uo” 
coaxing. Cajoling, threatening Va¬ 
santh supervises the goalies’ exer¬ 
cises. Driving them to put in that 
extra bit but knowing his (and 
their's) limits, Vassanth relaxes his 
wards and winds up the show with 
some breathing exerci.ses. Olyr.pio 
tells me that the be.st part of Va- 
santh's cxerci.ses is the breathing 
exercises which almost inslantanc- 
uusiy puts the 'victims' back in nor¬ 
mal shape—no fatigue whatsoever. 

Breakfast at the mess in NIS 
is a spread-of two eggs, a glass of 
milk, bread-butter-jam sandwich and 
some cornflakes. “Not too bad really’’ 
1 muse in between chewing. “Let’s 
hear your verdict at the end of the 
day", Roger Magee tells me. 

A bound one in the after- 

noon the players trickle into the 
mess in dribs and drabs. Which is a 
good thing, I .say to myself for if all 
of the '26 did come to lunch at the 
same time, there wouldn’t be ropm 
for half of them. In any case, lunch 
turns out to be quite an experience. 
Hearing about it is one thing but 
actually going through it is another. 



While I am no fastidious gourmet hy 
any yardstick, I must confess that the 
lunch tasted worse than what you get 
at some of our railway station can¬ 
teens. 1 do not think further details 
are required. 

Skipper Ashok Kumar says that 
vociferous complaints have little 
effect. "It’s all part of the plan to 
really ’condition’ us during the 
camo’’, Bhaskaran offers. 

What saves the day is the glori¬ 
ously roasted chicken Olympio Fer¬ 
nandes has brought along to lunch— 
a gih from an aunt of his in Banga¬ 
lore. The ’lucky’ few who get a bite 
of it are Bhaskaran, Schofield, Ma- 

S ee, Mandapakka, Merwyn Fernan- 
es and yours truly. 

Lunch over, it is time to relax. 
Three to a room and without a fan 
when Bangalore is passing through 
an inordinately hot week is also pro¬ 
bably part of the ’conditioning’ 
the national hockey team has to go 
through. As far as I can see. none of 
the boys enjoy this kind of ’condi¬ 
tioning’. 

T join Magee in the room he shares 
with Olympio and Kaushik. A cassette 
recorder blares a "Boney M" num¬ 
ber. Magee tells me that Olympio is 
a great one for dancing: "The day 
after we arrived in Bangalore there 
was a ’Saturday night fever dancing 
competition’ in a local restaurant 


ana tnympio ana partner wancea 
away with the first pnm". 

Tea and biscuits at 3.30 and it*s 
time to get ready for the afternoon 
session. Back in the ASC Centre 
ground by around 4.30 Claudius tells 
me that the boys will play a match 
between themselves as a local team 
has cried off. Coach Dharam Singh 
orders the boys to line up and nomi- 
netes two of the junior members to 
act as captains—Mohamud* Yousuf 
and Syed Ali. Alternately they call 
out for players and in all serious¬ 
ness the ‘match* takes place. 

Since there are not enough players, 
goalkeeper Olympio Fernandes Is 
asked to play at left extreme! And 
he goes on to score a goal! Ihe 
’shirts’ beat the ’shirlless' in the 
friendly match. Back at the base 
camp Claudius and company give the 
hoys a talk, taking stuck of the day’s 
work. 

A round eight i join skipper 

Ashok for dinner. “You’ll find 
that the lunch was better than the 
dinner,” he tells me. Very prophetic. 
Since non-veg is served at dinner« I 
am actually having my first try. The 
so-called mutton pieces seems like 
vulcanised Indian rubber once we 
began chewing ’em. 

I give up midway and Ashok 
orders for a plate of chicken for me. 
It required a good deal of imagina¬ 
tion to call what I was trying to 


.negotiate at ciucKea: Aouaiir ft wat 
a perfect product for a diewing gum 
competition. I am reminded of Ro¬ 
ger Magee’s warning at the break¬ 
fast table. 

On the bus back home I tded to 
recollect my day at the camp. That 
the food was tmrible is the unani¬ 
mous opinion. The ground, described 
bv Leslie Claudius as ‘’the poor cou¬ 
sin of astro-turf” was not entirely to 
the liking of the players. The ‘hajri’ 
ASC hockey ground was as bald as 
Yul Bryner’s pate. But it played 
fast. To that extent Claudius put it 
raher succinctly as the nearest to 
the astro-turf. But the boys put up 
with the poor food; the poor living 
condiions, the bumpy trips in the 
army truck to and from the ASC 
Centre and a few other ’’irritants*. 

One supposes that this state of 
affairs is not somehing new for them. 
“Grin and bear” i.s the credo what 
the IHF expects of playOrs of the 
national team. And the players them¬ 
selves are also to be blamed. Re¬ 
member the gqpd old adage: "united 
we stand, divided we fall.” 

There is urgent need to take up 
issues concerning the players them¬ 
selves. And no individual or body 
can do this job better than a power¬ 
ful player’s association. 

Is that asking for too much from 
the players? 


Dentists say 

Regular brushing of teeth 

and massaging of gums 

check gum troubles and tooth decay 


Use Forhan’s 

Double-Action Toothbrush 


Specially designed 
to massage your gums 
while brushing your teeth 


Firm. 

blue bristles 
clean 
your teeth 



Gentle 

white bristles 
massage 
your gums 


Leern the Forhin't wey ol 
brushing tseth and mMsaging gum*. 
Write lot » FREE colouiful booklet 
on cere ol teeth end gums to 
Forhen's Oentel Advisory Bumu. 
Dept No B 32-teb.Poit Beg 11463, 
Bombay 400 020. 
Mention language. 


Double-Action Toothbrush 
—a perfect companion to Forhan’a, 
the toothpaste created by a dentlste 
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f News: international 


WORLD T. T. 

Hungary 
to the fore 

nPHE SSTH WORLD TABLE TEN- 
A nis championships which took 
place at Pyongyang Gymnasium from 
April 25 to May 6 last opened with 
a disappointment The host coun¬ 
try’s President Kim II Sung did not 
show up for the gala opening of 
the first major sport event ever 
held in DPR Korea. The ITTF presi¬ 
dent, Mr Roy Evans, did not conceal 
his disappointment on this score. 

However, compared to the sad 
note on which the tournament con¬ 
cluded, this was nothing much. The 
crowning event of the last day, the 
stiff battle between Kuo Yao-hua of 
China, the No. 1 men’s seed and 
^iji Ono, world No. 18, came to an 
abrupt end as the former retired 
with a thigh injury.. True, Ono had 
won the first two games 25-23, 21-17. 
But the score was 18-18 in the third 
when Kuo went down for the first 
time, and yet the Chinese managed 
to take the game 21-18. But Kuo’s 
big forehand loop, with which be 
took the game also proved his bane. 
For neither the available medical 
attention nor his coach’s insistence 
could boost him to activity and he 
had to retire at the beginning of 
the fourth game with Ono leadjng 
2^1. A fight-back by Kuo could by 
no means be ruled out. Though 
this is in no way to detract from 
the merit of the victory of Ono, 
who had defeated another famed 
Chinese Uang Ko-liang in the semi¬ 
final, one should remember that 
Ono had started making mistakes 
towards the end of the third game. 

The 12-day fare followed the set 
pattern which we have been accus¬ 
tomed to seeing in any World T.T. 
championship — a battle between 
Asia and Europe, the scale being 
tilted a hit in favour of the former. 
Hungary wrested the Swaythling Cup 
from China by a 5-1 margin and the 
Yugoslavian pair of Surbek and Sti- 
pancic beat the Jonyer-Klampar com¬ 
bine 21-18, 22-20, 21-16 in another 
seesaw affair. This was all Europe 
could achieve. The rest — women’s 
team title, men’s and women’s sin- 
les, women’s doubles and mixed 
oubles —> all went to Asia. To be 
more * specific, barring the men’s 
sinfsles, all of them were clinched by 
China. 

If the first shock of the tourna¬ 
ment was provided by the Hunga¬ 
rians’ defeat of China in the Group 
A round robin league, the quarter¬ 
final defeat of Pak Yung Sun at the 


hands of the Ifi-ycar-old Chinese 
girl Tong Ling, the 5th .seed, was 
t(m much for the North Koreans to 
digest. Despite the full-throated 
backing of almost all sections of the 
20.00()-strong partisan crowd, the 
darling of DPR Korea saw her 
dream of a hat-trick (after Calcutta 
75 and Birmingham ’77) shattered 
by Tong Ling who, playing her first 
world tournament, came from behind 
to win 5-2. Ling lost the first two 
games (8-21, 20-22) but squared up 
With the next two (21-15, 21-16). In 
the deciding match she was down 
15-17 when she lured the champion 
to .attack prematurely with her fore- 
hand_ loop. Each time the latter was 
deceived by the spin into hitting it 
she found that it was missing the table. 
Ling, himevcr, could not contain 
compatriot Ke Shin-ai, the eventual 
winner of the women’s singles title, 
in the semi-final. In the final Shin- 
ai accounted for world number 11 Li 
Song Suk, of North Korea, 21-10, 
21-16, 21-16, Suk's western style 
defence being no match for Shin-ai’s 
penholder grip. 

Another shock of the tournament 
was Czechoslovakia's victory over 
North Korea in the competition for 
the women’s Corbillon Cup where 
also Pak Yung Sun failed to find her 
touch. She was defeated twice — by 
Ilona Uhlikova, world No. 13, and 
young Marie Hrachova. Her game 
against Uhlikova proved the decisive 
one for the North Korea defeat. 

China’s 2-5 loss against Hungary 
In Group A in the men’s team event 
was their first in six years. Liang 
Ko-Liang lost 18-21, 12-21 to Gabor 
Gergcly and 19-21, 21-19, 18-21 to 
Klampar, Kue Yueh-hua was beaten 
by Jonyer (21-19, 17-21, 16-21) and 
Li Chen-shi went down to Klampar 
(20-22, 21-12, 12-21). U Chen-.shi 
and Kuo Yao-hua won the last two 
matches and salvaged some prestige 
for China. In the final, Hunga^ 
won 5-1. This was Hungary’s 12th 
Success in the tournament, their last 
being at Bombay in 1952. 

So, like Pak Yung Sun, the Chi¬ 
nese men’s team too were baulked 
of a hat-trick. But China did man¬ 
age a hat-trick in the women’s 
championship, defeating North 
Korea 3-1 for the Corbillon Cup. 
This was China’s fourth success in 
the Corbillon Cup. Only Japan (8) 
and Rumania (5) have won the cup 
more times. In the women’s world 
rankings Japan and the USSR came 
third and fourth, respectively. 

A nd what of india’s perfor- 

mance? As always nothing specta¬ 
cular. Ever since 1938 when India 

? aricipated in the world championship 
or the first time, her performance 
has been medioCTe. The only world 
title earned by India so far is the 
women’s consolation singles won by 
Sayeed Sultana in Bombay 1952 t 


This time the Indian team, both 
men’s and women’s, played in Group 
A of Category 2. But, eventually, 
the womenfolk did better than their 
male counterparts by remaining un¬ 
beaten and topping the group 
while the top men lost two of their 
matches. The women finished 18lh 
in the world, thus qualifying to play 
in Category I in the next tampion- 
ships. The men finished 21th. 

In the singles, Manjit Dua, the 
national champion, lost to Claus 
Pedersen of Denmark 12-21, 17-21, 
13-21 in the first round. Vilas 
Menon won the first round match 
21-19. 12-21, 21-18, 21-16 against 

Frenchman R. Hatcm, but lost in the 
S(>cond to .Shi Shi-ao of China 10-21 
1021. 9-21 as did Sudhir Phadke to' 
Hungary’s Janos Takcas 921, 7-21, 
19-21. The women’s champion, 
Shailaja Salukhe, lost her first round 
match, against the 13th seed G. 
Sa^a^bo of Hungary, 11-21, 10-21, 

Dua and Salukhe teamed in the ' 
mixed doubles and lost — again, in 
the first round — to China’s Lu Yao- 
hua and Cao Yan-hya. And gocxlbyG 
India ! 

A ny world tournament is 

bound to have its usual quota 
of politics and bickerings and this 
was no exception. 

The first controversy erupted even 
before the tournament began, when 
Israel and South Kori-a were denied 
visas by North Korea. For Israel 
the reason was “security _ problem’’ 
and (or South Korea their failure, 
fully expected, to comply with North 
Korea’s request for a joint team. 

The major controversy during the 
games revolved around North 
Korean umpires. It ali started 
in the fourth game of a third-round 
match between fifth-seeded Huang 
Liang of China and North Korean 
Cho Yung Ho. The former was 
leading 2-1 in games and trailing 
9-11 on points when the umpire 
ruled that one of Cho's shots had 
touched the table and gave a 12th 
point to Cho. Huang -who prote cted 
and refused to continue, was dis¬ 
qualified by the umpire. Courtsidc 
witnesses were of the view that the 
shot had missed the table by about 
four inches and this was borne out 
by a videotape replay which the 
umpire refused to watch. 

The technical committee upheld 
the umpire’s decision to give Cho 
the point but overruled Huang’s sus¬ 
pension. 

When the match was resumed 
after seven hours at the break-off 
point, much acrimony was generated. 
The Koreans cheered wildly at every 
point scored by Cho while the for¬ 
eign players and foreign spectators 
cheered the Chinese. Huang won. 
After that. North Korean umpires 
were debarred from supervision 
matches involving their players. 



The 

Turner 

tangle 

G lenn turner’s return to 

the New Zealand fold proves 
that time and a measure of cool 
diplomacy heals all wounds, even in 
the contentious world of interna¬ 
tional cricket. 

When the New Zealand Cricket 
Council last year saw fit to suspend 
Turner for the alleged non-payment 
of a few hundred pounds, it seemed 
the rift was irreparable. 

The suspension was lifted a few 
months later at a time when he had 
declined to play for New Zealand in 
England. Turner then returned to 
New Zealand from county duty with 
Worcester, but was still not available 
for the home series against Pakistan, 
preferring instead to take his first 
holiday in years. 


He Iroke it only to try Iiit bgnd at 
televMon commenuuries during the 
Pakistan series. And even as re¬ 
cently as Mardi 8. when the Hew 
Zealand Prudential World Cup par^ 
was named, Tomer confirmed he 
would not be available. 

But two changes altered his decl- 
slun. 

The first — and most ImMilant 
— was the retirement of waiter 
Hadlee as chairman of the Board of 
Control last October. An austere 
and sometimes stubborn man, Hadlee 
had led the way to the confrontation 
with Turner and his suspension; even 
though Hadlee did make a late, vain 
attempt to have Turner included in 
the Third Test against England last 
year. 

Turner is also stubborn, and while 
they were in opposing corners no 
compromise was possible. 

New chairman. Bob Vance is a 
very different character. He does 
not have Hadlee’s manner as a for¬ 
mer captain of New Zealand. Indeed. 
Vance never played for his country, 
yet had genuine talent as a batsman 
and captain. He was with the Sussex 



atafl not long after World War 11 
and had he not been aummoned to 
work in the family menswear bus!- 
nesi he would very likely have been 
oS'ered a contract. If memoiy serves 
right, Ken Suttle gained it instead. 

On his way to the New Zealand 
chairmanship, Vance showed a flidr 
for administration — he was both 
chairman of Wellington and captain 
of its representative team at the 
same time — and also had a report 
with the players. He saw much of 
Turner while New Zealand tour 
manager in Australia in lS73r74. 

V ANCE RECOGNISED TURNER 
as a difficult man and, I ima¬ 
gine, Turner found Vance’s liberal 
Sfe-styk strange. But some bond, 
however tenuous, must have been 
formed. They met several times 
during the Pakistan Test series, but 
Vance canniN did not press too hard. 
He gave Turner the impression, 
however, that New Zealand wanted 
him, possibly batting at number four 
or five. 

I suspect Turner returned rather 
warily to New Zealand, possibly 
concerned that his suspension and 
his absence from New Zealand teams 
for two seasons may have turned 

S ublic opinion against him. Instead 
e found that people were genuinely 
keen to see him again, that time 
had allowed people to better under¬ 
stand his position. It did not hurt 
either that within a few days of 
starting a career as a commentator 
the' cricket-watchers and the televi¬ 
sion critics were full of praises. 

Initially he tended to tense up and 
plav every shot, but then he relaxed 
and became recognised as an astute, 
clever and sometimes dry-witted 
commentator. People who moved 
about Turner found him cheerful 
and relaxed as never before. Turner 
himself joked that the title of the 
second book he is planning — the 
first was “My Way”— would be 
called “Their Way,” referring to the 
NZee Board of Control. 

The day after be announced he 
would not be available for the World 
Cup, Turner received a long letter 
from Vance. The contents are pri¬ 
vate, but the obvious impact was that 
Vance convinced Turner that the 
Board, the players and all New 
Zealanders wanted him back in the 
New Zealand side. Turner changed 
bis mind. 

It was something of a diplomatic 
coup for Vance, although he regards 
it more as a sensible discussion bet¬ 
ween two people interested in 
cricket. 

It was a tribute to the Vance- 
style of administration, which may 
be carried a stage further by his 
taking a New Zealand seat at the 
Cricket Conference in London at the 
time of the World Cup. 

DONALD CAMPBELL. 
Auckland 



fAround the world 


FEDERATION CUP 

Evert-Lloyd 
stars in 
U.S. win 


I’he USA proved its supremacy 
ia women's tennis by defeating 
Australia to retain the Federation 
Cup in Madrid on May 6, the day 
the New Yorker John McEnroe 
made short work of Bjorn Borg 
at Dallas, Texas. 

It was their record eighth, and 
fourth successive, victory in the 
women’s international team tennis 
competition. Before this competi¬ 
tion, both the countries had won 
seven times. When the two 
clashed in the final at Melbourne 
last year. Australia managed to 
snatch a match from the USA, but 
this time it was 3-0 in favour of 
the USA. 

Teenage tennis prodigy Tracy 
Au.stin set the Americans on vic¬ 
tory path by beating experienced 
Kerry Reid 6-3, 6-0 in the first 
match displaying her ground- 
stroke skill and aggression. Then 
Chris Evert-Lloyd who was play¬ 
ing her first tournament since her 
marriage last month to British 
Dayis Cup player John Lloyd, 
scored a thrilling 2-6, 0-5. 8-6 vie- 


Briefly 


London; Liverpool soccer fans 
went on a rampage in central 
London on May 5, smashing shop- 
windows and scattering £30,000 
worth of diamonds, jewels and 
watches on the pavement, police 
said. 

Nearly everything looted from 
the jewellery shop in the wreck¬ 
ing spree by supporters of Liver¬ 
pool's Everton team was later reco¬ 
vered. A member of the public 
handed to police a £20,000 ring. 
Police arrested 112 people. 

Los Angeles: American Renaldo 
Nehemiah broke his own unofficial 
world record in the 110-metre 
hurdles with a time of 13 seconds 
flat in the UCLA Invitation here 
oh May 6. The mark bettered 
Nehemiah’s record performance 
of 13.16 which he set last month. 
Second was Alejandro Casanas of 


tory over Dianne Promholtz to 
clinch the outcome for the Ameri¬ 
can team. Veteran Billie Jean 
King and Rosemary Casals put 
the la.st nail on the Ausralian 
coffin by outlasting Reid and 
Wendy Turnbull, the reigning 
Wimbledon champions, by exactly 
the same margin in the doubles. 

The Daily Telegraph’s tennis 
correspondent, Lance. Tingay, re¬ 
ported that Mrs John Lloyd, mar¬ 
ried for only two weeks, arrived 
in Madrid on May 1 and indicated 
to the Amoiican captain, Vicki 
Berner, that in per.sonal terms she 
was turning out for her side re¬ 
luctantly. Miss Berner, a Cana¬ 
dian. who has functioned as cap¬ 
tain of American Wightman and 
Federation Cup teams for some 
time now. said on May 1: “Chrissie 
has told me she is willing to play 
provided she is left alone. It is 
only out of sheer patriotism she 
is playing at all. With all the 
preparations for her wedding to 
John she was right out of form. 
They got married only on April 
17 and she would rather carry on 
with her honeymoon. She reckons 
that with practice she could be 
bark into form in a few days. But 
that will not be until Saturday, 
(May 5) when wc should be play¬ 
ing the semi-finals." 

And so it worked out. During 
her absence Tracy Austin played 
a-' frontrunner with Rosemary 
Casals behind her. 


Montevi<feo: Uruguay plans to 
stage a tournament of past and 
preisent world soccer champions 
next year to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of its fir.st World 
Cup triumph, the president of the 
Uruguayan Football Federation 
said here on May 5. Argentina, 
who won the World Cup last year, 
had already agreed to take part. 
Invitations would also be sent to 
four other counries wltich have 
won the Cup—Brazil, West Ger¬ 
many, Italy and England. 

Uruguay won the World Cup in 
1930 and 1950, 

Ottawa: The firm that coordinated 
construction of the Olympic sta- 
diu.m at Montreal for the 1976 
Games says that 34 million dollars 
was spent to heat the concrete 
that was poured while building 
the stadium. Appearing before the 
Outber government inquiry com¬ 
mittee looking into Olympic costs, 
a representaive of the firm said 
that the cement poured outdoors 
in the winter had to be heated tor 
four to five days before it set 


McEnroe is 

'World' 

champion 



<tOF. IS EQUAL TO 'HIE BEST j 

** I have ever played against, ■ 
and that includes Laver, Rosewall, 
Borg, and Connors. Borg and Co¬ 
nnors are mort consistent over the 
longer period, but at his beat 
McEnroe could beat them both.” 

That is how Australian John 
Alexander, crushed 4-6, 0-6, 2-6 by 
McEnroe in the first round of the 
$ 100,000 World Champion Tennis 
(1979) finals at Dallas on May 2 
sportingly chose to pay tributes to 
his 20-year-old American victor. 
And bow prophetic he was! For 
within days McEnroe beat bolih 
the fellow American Connors (6-1, 
64, 64) and the Swede Borg, the 
world's top-ranking tennis player, 
(7-5, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6) in the semifinal 
and final, respectively, of that 
very tournament—,is if to justify 
Alexander's statement. 

McEnroe took the 100,000-dollar 
first prize with a clean ace. Borg 
chasing a fourth successive Wim¬ 
bledon crown, which will place 
him among tennis immortals was 
plagued by several double faults 
a' key points, in the final match 
on May 6 against McEnroe. He 
could not display the form which 
got the better of Vitas Gerulaitis 
(7-5, 7-6, 2-6, C-2) in the semi final. 

Borg, McEnroe and Gerulaitis 
treated the WCT tournament as 
the start of their build-up for 
Wimbledon, just two month.s away. 
While McEnroe and Gerulaitis will 
move to England for the pre- 
Wimbledon Stella Artois tourna¬ 
ment at Queen’s Club, London, 
Borg will not play a tournament 
on grass before Wimbledon. He is 
going to the bard courts of Ham¬ 
burg and Paris and then after a 
short rest will begin practice on 










£NGUSH COUNTY LEAGUE 

Snow 

start 


T he SCHWEPPES county 

Championship, better known as 
just ‘County-cricket’ is probably 
the most attraetioe cricket tourna¬ 
ment in the world today. 

Although an unofficial form of 
County championship existed in 
England in as early as 1860 the 
tournament look a formal shape 
only in 1873. Derbyshire, Kent, 
Yorkshire, Gloucestershire, Nottin¬ 
ghamshire, Lancashire, Surroy, 
Sussex and Middlesex were the 
nine Counties that participated in 
the chantpkmship from 1873 to 
ISBT before Derbyshire decided to 
quit. Somerset joined three years 
later and Hampshire, Leicester¬ 
shire, Warwickshire and Essex by 
1895. Derbyshire was readmitted 
and the total that year went up to 
14. 

Before WW I County cricket 
was domindted by Yorkshire and 
Kent. From 1895 to 1914 York¬ 
shire participated in 545 matches 
and lost only 64, always finishing 
among the top four except m 1910 
and 1911! Kent were County 
champions in 1906, 1909, 1910 and 
1913 and twice finished second. 

Two more teams, Worcestershire 
and Northamtonshire joined the 
league by 1905. Glamorgan enter¬ 
ed in 1921, taking the final tally 
to 17, which still stands today. This 
means that the championship in 
the present shape is 58 years old. 
Talk of tradition! 

The Fifties were Surrey’s years. 
From 1952 to 1953 they won 122 
of their 145 matches to win the 
title seven times in-arvow. 

The amateur and professional 
distinction in English cricks was 
abolished in 1963 and a new one- 
day competition, the Gillette Cup, 
was inaugurated the same year, 
largely to boost sagging gales. Five 
years later the Counties were 
allowed to engage one overseas 
player on immediate registration 
basis without any residential quali¬ 
fication—again in an attempt to 
draw more crowds. All except 
Yorkshire took the advantage. The 
John Player League (for the Sun¬ 
day competition) was started in 
1909 and the third one-day com¬ 
petition the Benson and Hedges 
Cup, in 1972. It it interesting that 
England, the home of traditional 
crick^, should have given the 
lead in the mere pragmatic one-day 
affair. 


The early Seventies were trying 
years but in 1977 the orgarusen of 
the championship, the Test and 
County Cricket Board, felt en¬ 
couraged to announce that the 
County championship, now sponsor¬ 
ed by the Schweppes group, would 
have 22 fhreetday matchee for each 
County. 

For a win, a team now gets 12 
points and for a tie, ten pomts are 
shared. In addition to these, there 
are proinsiotts for fint tunings 
bonus points, aiaarded only far 
performances in the 100 overs 
of each first innings and retained 
frrespeettve of the outcome of the 
match. This works out as follows: 
(a) A maximum of four batting 
points to be distributed as follows: 
150 (0 199 runs (in 100 overs)— 
1 point; 200 to 249 runs—2 points: 
250 to 299 runs—3 points and 300 
runs and over—4 pomts. And (b) 
For the fielding side: 3-4 wickets 
—I point; 5 to 6 wickets —2 points; 
7 to 8 wickets—3 pomts and 8 
wkkets to all out—4 points. 

In this yeaPs Schweppes Cham¬ 
pionship the ftrst prize remains 
the same (£ 8,000) but the second 
and third team and the wmndrs of 
every match will get more than 
last year. 

The TCCB has also chalked up 
a plan to restrict bouncers. The 
umpire will Hnform’ the bowler 
and batsman after one bouncer. 
The second one wEl be no-balled 
and for a third offence, the umpire 
will instruct the captain that the 
bowler be taken off. 

Week ending Sunday, May 6. 

nTHE 1979 SCHWEPPES COUN- 
i ty Championship began with 
up. Thanks to Stuard Turner’s 
a crucial tie between Kent, the 
holders, and Essex, the runners* 
up. Thanks to Stuart Turner’s 
102, his first century since 1974, 
Essex declared at 305 for seven 
and then restricted Kent to 250 
for eight. But Essex collapsed in 
the second innings, losing eight 
wickets for only 26 runs. A vic¬ 
tory for Kent seemed imminent, 
with 18 more overs remaining 
and Essex only 81 runs on. But 
then, West Indian Norbert Phillip, 
who had a good match, and John 
Lever resisted for six crucial 
overs an** when Lever fell to 
Johnson, Kent’s most successful 
bowler, Essex were out of dan* 
ger at 43 for 9. The match was 
drawn. Essex got six points and 
Kent five, 

Hampshire’s two oversea 
players, the West Indians debu* 
tante Malcolm Marshall and 
County veteran Gordon Greenidge 
brought them a thumping 18* 
point, 116 runs victory over 
Glamorgan. Marshall took seven 


wfdtets while Greenidge icored a 
solid 81. 

Ian Botham's sparkling 44. 
Brian Rose's watchful g4 and V. 
J. Marks' loHd 85 enabled S» 
merset to score 230 for eight de* 
clared and get maximum homts 
points in thw drawn tie ogaintt 
Worcestershire. Weather restrict« 
ed the matdi to the tninimuia 
and Worcester, aided by Gleaa 
Turner's 57. d'Oliveira’s 51 n.o. 
and D. N. Patel's 68, also bagged 
the maximum possible bonua 
West Indian Joel Garner, 6 for 80,' 
was the most successful Somerset 
bowler. 

Poor fielding in the air deoriv* 
ed Yorkshire from forcing Nor* 
thamptonshire to follow on at 
Middlesbrough and remain satis¬ 
fied with eight points against 
Northant’s six. Lamb, with 113, 
starred for Yarkshire. 

Middlesex, third last season, 
made an inauspicious start at 
Lord's, failing to win a single 
point in their drawn tie against 
Warwickshire. The match’s high¬ 
light was an unbeaten century by 
Mike Smith whose top first-class 
«:ore last year was only 63. 

Snow, rain and bad light inter¬ 
rupted almost all the matches. 
While the Leicestershire vs Derby¬ 
shire and Nottinghamshire vs 
Lancashire ties were declared 
draws, no play was possible in the 
Sussex versus Gloucestershire. 

Benson and Hedges Cup: Gra¬ 
ham Gooch’s 83 and his two good 

K erships — 67 with Alan 
and 96 with Keith Pletcher 
(65)—enabled Essex to score an 
exciting three-run victory over 
Northamptonshire. Despite a gal¬ 
lant 77 by Alan Lamb, Nortbants 
just fell behind the clock in the 
chase for the runs. 

Leicestershire skipper Ken 
Higgs’ gamble to sent Derby¬ 
shire to bat first cost him heavily 
as his side ultimately loot the 
match by 46 runs. AH the other 
matches remained unfinished. 

John Player League: May 6 
was a day for upsets in the Eng¬ 
lish Sunday League Cricket While 
holders Hampshire lost to Middle¬ 
sex by 12 runs, Gloucestershire, 
at the bottom last season, scored 
a five-wicket win over Worces¬ 
tershire. Enterprising Pakistani 
Zaheer Abbas, with 62 runs scor¬ 
ed in two hours, was the architect 
of Gloucester’s victory. 

Leicestershire, who have yet to 
win a match, lost, again falling to 
Sussex by only seven runs. They, 
however, were distinctly unlucky 
as four of their batsmen were 
run out. 
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Crossword 


MHBHHHHHHI Cndman 

14 



[ACROSS] 

1 And 1 Dn. Defeated at the last 
moment (6, 2, 3, 4) 

7 One on the pitch may cause 
trouble to the batsman (4) 

8 Premiit —, Indian tennis player 
(4) 

9 Attractive young woman (5) 

10 Kind of tree (3) 

12 Chris —rt. US tennis player (3) 

13 Benny —nard, American boxer (3) 

16 A popular name tor football 
clothing (3) 

17 The ‘one' on dice (3) 

19 String mesh arranged behind the 
goal framework (3) 

20 “To — with Amaryllis in the 
shade" (Milton) (5) 

22 Arthur —, US tennis player (4) 

23 -r champion Is one in a certain 
locality (4) 

24 In tennis, the situation where the 
server has scored one point and 
his opponent nil (7<4) 

[DOWN! 

1 Soo 1 Ac 

2 Baseball player who delivers the 
ball to the batsman (7) 

3 Tennis score when each side has 
three points in a gams (5) 

4 Hunting cry (7) 

5 Cavity Into which the golf-ball is 
sunk 

6 In cricket, a delivery that reaches 

the batsman before It has 
bounced (4, 4) 

11 Easy victory (4-4) 

14 Performer of spectacular gym* 
nastic feats (7) 

15 A form of bagatelle (7) 

18 Anything pledged as a wager (5) 

20 Half a prefix? (4) 

21 Box for Australian tennis 
player? (4) 


Question box 


■HHBHHBIHIIIIArisvvers by Viiayan Bala 

S. SIngha and J. Nagaf, Bermo. 

Q: What.is the Test batting record 
of A. A. Bali ? 

A: In 10 Tests, Baig scored 428 
runs at an average of 23,77. 

8. A. A. Ifiran, Secunderabad. 

Q: What Is the Test record of 
A. W. Qreig? 

A: In 58 Tests, Greig has scored 
3,599 runs at an average of 40.43. 
He has taken 141 wickets at 32.19 a 
piece. 

D. Das, Murshidabad. 

Q: What is the record of England* 
Australia Tests 7 

A; Of the 236 Tests played, 
England has won 79, Australia has 
won 89 and 68 have been drawn. 

N. Rangaswamy, Coimbatore. 

Q: When and where was the first 
official cricket Test held in India? 

A: The first official cricket Test 
in India was held at Bombay In 
1933-34. England were the opponents. 

Raiu Sehrolf, Calcutta. 

Q; What is the Test batting 

record of Vivian Richards ? 

A: fn 28 Tests. Richards has scor* 
ed 2,500 runs at an average of 55.55. 
He has hit eight centuries. 

R. B. Pawar, Poona. 

Q: What Is the Test batting 

record of D. Amiss? 

A: In 50 Tests, Amiss scored 
3,61? runs at an average of 46.30. 
He hit 11 centuries. 

Z. Lokliandwala, Bombay. 

Q: Who was the first captain of 
India, and how many Tests did he 
play ? 

A: India's first captain was C. K. 
Nayudu. He played in seven Tests. 

P. K. Bhuyan, Cuttack. 

Q: Who is the first Indian batsman 
to score a century in Tests 7 
A: Lata Amarnath was the first 
Indian batsman to score a century In 
Tests. 


[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 131 



8. Dey, JiMtiaL 

Q: What h the Teat record of 
D. Q. Phadkar? 

A: in 31 Tests, Phadkar scored 
1,229 runs at an average of 32.34. He 
also took 62 wickets at 36.85 a piece. 

8. N. Day, SalMa. 

Q: What is the Test batting record 
of Ramnalh Parker ? 

A: in two Tests, Ramnath Parker 
scored 80 runs at an average of 20.00. 


TO OUR READERS 

Questions along with the sender’s name 
and address, should be typewritten or at 
least clearly written on one side of a past 
card and sent to "Question Box", 
SPORT SWOBLD. 6. PtafuHa Sarkar 
Street, Calcutla-700001. 


Quiz 


R IM11 

QUESTIONS 

1. What did ‘Gre-no-li’ stand lor? 

2. A cricketer was sent In January, 
1978, to join the Indian team 
already touring Australia. Who 
was he, and why was he sent ? 

3. Which State became India's first 
champion, (men's) in National 
volleyball 7 

4. Dr Roger Bannister earned the 
distinction of becoming the first 
man to run a mile under four 
minutes, but his timing was better¬ 
ed by an Australian athlete within 
a few weeks. Can you name him ? 

5. What are the full names of Kerry 
Packet and 'Tony' Greig 7 

6. Hyderabad Police (later Andhra 
Police) won the Hovers Cup for 
five years in succession. VVhich 
were the years 7 

7. Who is the only man to have 
captained England in both cricket 
and football ? 

8. What does 'batting' mean in 
basketball ? 

y. Which Olympic swimming cham¬ 
pion turned to movie acting and 
acquired fame there too ? 

10. Who is *he older — Barry Richarcs 
or Vivian Richards ? 

ANSWERS 

256) u| uioq 
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■ 'jeiinuissia^ Auuijor '6 
-pueq ten jo uedo un u)|m 
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'jeHoed OJOUJiina siouejj Ajjbx '9 
•ApuBT laegoiyi ugop > 
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(SoluBons next week) 
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Bridge 


IHorl^ Schaptrr 


When I vva'. (ilfiyintj in a biij pairi hiuriia- 
ment a few months aoo, I saw Iroin the 
iMvellinf) .'.core st\pets that a well known 
player had gone dowi! in two ronser iitlve 
three rin-ltuirip conlraols that, almost 
without excrrption, had been made by 
llin rest of the field Later on I hunid ttn' 
' loiy on both tiands hif. opponont', had 
•.'Kcelied Itiemselves iri defence. This 
was the first h.md 



♦ K O J ' 
'V VI)', 

<> :0 8‘. 

4k!) 


A I) 

1-7 K 0 rt a 

0 K J I) •! •< 
4 101 



/ fi :i 


4^ 10 a 8 ) 

iv’.it-if 

C> A g 7 

4 A .1 4 

fmiilh ■.lealt at lovr all and opened 1 N1 
North hid two-r.luh., ffjtayinan), .South 
showed Ills f.pades aiid Noith wimt to 
.tNI West, on lead sloppi'd to think 
I loin the liidding he km w that South 
held ti'ui spade"., i„jt no ottiei lead 
looked Jtlractn/e Insle.id rjf .'housing Ihe 
o'thodox ^ K, howver, he led 4* b 
m Ihe hop)' ttiat his na'Inet field ^ H) x 
01 even A x. I' loiil s ,e. iho.igti det l.irei 
hie. 11 hii kf. now, hut I ti.ive already givii 
you the due lhat he w.is a good player l 
South was iiol WO’I led ,il)ool a 4 spade 
dixi.iion, till! fiii'l to cp-iaid ag.'inst fixe 
spades to()<'lli,.| with the Ace .>1 hearts 
in tho saiiiu hand. Not fixp)" ting the h ad 
( 1 * a low r.aid horn a suit headed try ttie 
Kiiip, Oueeii and .lack, tie put oi 
.lummy'. Aoe at tin k I a staiidaid play 
It Last liad held any douliletoii honour 
in spades tie would now I." fated wdfi 
the 1 tv.II 0 ol blocking the ..ml O' thiowing 
the honoui aw.iy t.i give 'leclaier a ser oiid 
uuard iri tlie -.uit. W<.|l, you ran sor' what 
ha))t)(‘necl rts It'.' Cin.li- l.iy. L ;sl h.id no 
prnlilem wdli his oi.iv to the nrst hiik 
and wtien Iv got in wilti tl,.' Ace ot 
tii.iits tu‘ letorn.'ti tiis lem.ni.i.iv) spade 
toi West to t.ile foul In'.II- tri. ks i sh.ifl 


leave the second hand tor you as a 
problem This was the set-up ■ 

4 95 

9010 B 

10985 
lO J tU6 


4 K 8 4 '7 
0762 
0 At) 2 
4 A 54 



40 f 2 

f 9 5 4 3 
0 K43 

4732 


4 A3 108 
^ A K J 
0 3 10 7 
4KgR 

Against 3 NT West led 4 T. Nine trirk.s 
look easy enough, but what was tlie 
delence that held South to only eight? 
Last week's quit: with Fast-West game 
South holds 4b42t5'9H6b304 
4 A 7 6 3. Wor.1 deals and opens one 
diamond, North overcall-s with one-heail 
and East passes. South has tour points 
and all that his partner has been ohle to 
do IS r,iu.stei a simpio overcall at the one 
level Where aie the missing snades and 
the missing points? A pre emptive raise 
III hearts miglit put West oft, but tins 
looks a good momi-nt tor a little diversion 
1 0 bid spades may prove too dangerous, 
but 8 good case could be rnadi' for 1 NI 
South can always tall back on .hearts 
if things turn nasty 


Chess 


Mir the third week running I have delved 
into ttio ricti supply of gamr-s from the 
rei enl Riitish Championstiip tourna¬ 
ment. riif one which I have chosen fins 
lime has several leaturos which make it 
good tt,r publication, and it will be ‘air- 
preinq it d doe.s not find .1 permanent 
place (apart from the ofhi i.il bullr-tinol the 
event edited liy W. Rit ,011 Morry and 
P. C. Gnftitlis) in some textborjk or 
antliology. Tlie game is short, lliough n it 
r|Uite ..hull ennugh in gualily as a rnini.o- 
hire (ff. iTi'Uvi-s IS till- usu.il limit); il 
illusirales a puimisiiig way ol meeting 
Ih). sMuip Schlicmami Oefence to the 
Ruy Lopi, lastly, it m.iy serve a-, a model 
ul tactical ideas that aiise when a Knight 
ill KB3 IS pinned hy a Uishop, a veiy 
common 'icciineru e 

Wtiili. J. Hnrnar; Pla- h V. W. Knox. 
Iruv Luiu-r iBiilish Cti.i-iipionshiii, Ayr, I'ffS) 
1 P-K4,P-K4; 2 Kt-KB3, HI-OBS 

3 B - Ktt, P - B4; 4 P - 03 . .. 

ihi-. sulld move li.is hic firiii In . 1 ! allydr.l.iue 
el avoulnu Itie* higlity .inalysi'cj lines altei 

4 Kl Bit 

4 ...PxP; S PxP,Kt-B3 

C O-KZ... 


More frequently met are 6 0 - 0 aaeJ 6 Kl - 63. 
White’s plan liere is to castle on the 0 side 
and nol permit the oin by B - 0Kt5 

• .s.P-OS; T B-K«r, B-Ktt 
■ P-KIU,B-IU; • KI-B3,B-KZ 
to 0 - 0 - 0 , 0-0 

In view of whet tollcws it would have been wiser 
to play 1b . B X Kl and then . .0-02 end 
...0-00 

11 P-KKt4),KtxKIP7 

11 . . B- -B2 was mwessary. Such a .sacrifice 
will often vvork whrrn il also riesiroys the pawn 
cover in front nt the King, but in this case it 
open.s etteckinp lines lor White 

12 B X B, Q X B 

III? . KlxB. then 13 0- B4rh, K-RI. 14 
PxKt. BxP, 15 Kl - KK15. Ilireatening mate 

13 B-B4ch,K-R1; 14 P x Kt, B x P 
IS R X Pch .. . 

By thi.s powerful filroke White cninplelniy 
relulo.s his opponent's play The black King 
will have no slieltnr. 

IS ... K X R; IS R - Rich, K - KU 

17 R-Kt1,Q-Kt4ch 

17 . K R4 would h.-ivc been answered by 

18 R X B etc. 

IS Kt X e, B X O; IS Kt X B, R - B3 

20 P - B4, P X P; 21 Kt X Pch. R x Kt 

22 Kt-KSch,K-B3; 23 Ktx R, K-K4 

24 Kt- KS, K X P; ZS Kt x BP, R - KB1 

25 R - Kleh, Realona 

Competition G3S4. .Solution next week 
Black 


mmrm 

“i; 


Hi? '' 




While 

WhilL Id ()lay virxi win 

Solution to G393 (6refo*Brown«, El Paso, 
1i73). (1rb1k1r1/2q1bp2/p2ppii1p'4N1Pf/ 
1p2P2B/2N3Q1/PPP1B1PP/2KR1ll2-White 
to play.) (uttjff wrd( d tiif hljtk Kin»'t 2 
d'denf no by W ht A f’l. P X M foi }1 K > Kt, 
IH PaKI. RxO. PxBrI,. K Kl:-. 

P KM- Kt<h .mU wins), Ifi P'cKi 
f'M'.B, R KKt.) :’U Bx R. P y R, ht It Pf‘ 3 . 
e\f,cl HUiLk (ti 21 . K * P, Itirn '?'? 

R R/fh. K 0*. V Hch K * Kt. :»4| 

B y Pell i>ti ) 

Problam No Sotiitinn wtok 

G. Dobba ('V irrn .in Chv ^ HtiHvtiu, 

(t/4p3/2p1p3>2PhP2Q;3p4/3P4/8/7K > S whito 
mon; 8 black.) 

Whito to plciy and niatn in fnui inovns 

Solution to No t05« (Whita). (b2N4/3n38/ 

1 q2p3/1 p4p1/pRr2kpb/K202r1 /7B/2N1R3 •• 

mat# in two.) 1 0 OBJ ? Kl Kp) 

(n) 1 . 0 Ob: 2 Kl y P. (b) 1 H Ob. 

2 0 K.i TJk- ‘aOfond rovj'.lK Ihr 

ttuMnn th.' rank pinnnd piorns mtiko 'til tht- 
tnov«5 (kov. rt(}t«n< n tinU malo). 
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Letyourears ,, 
make up your mind! 

H9IV STfKflO MHO & 

srraiBEO n 


HMV sound tech/)Ologv here presents 
two perfectly proinatched stereo 
systems from its unbeatable wide 
range. Stop by at your nearest HMV 
dealer and listen to both STEREO 
1010 and STEREO POPULAR II to 
make up your mind. 

HMV STEREO POPULAR II; 
Unique speaker enctosuie design, 
rich rosewood throughout with 
contrasting silver trims, tinted perspex 
lid and mod control knobs make 
this set instantly appealing. No mini 
speakers in plastic enclosures or 
lightweight components. Not a 
portable toy. It's a real stereo I 
5 watts stereo power. Separate 
controls for balance, tone and volume, 
with a tape-out DIN socket 


HMV STEREO 
POPULAR II 


HMV STEREO 1010: Your deluxe 
stereo system at a down-to-earth 
price. A totally integrated unit, with 
amplifier and speakers perfectly 
balanced and pre-matched. 

12 watts stereo power. Separate 
controls for balance, treble, bass and 
volume. With tape in/out facility. 
Rich teakwood finish. 

Special 'Auto-stop' 


HMV SONIC IV TUNER 




COMPItnS YOUR SOUND SYSTEM 




His Master’s Voice 

WE KNOW HOWTO MAKE SOUND 
SOUND BEST 


HNVsnrdtEO sisn^ 
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Our poor 
sports¬ 
women 

I WAS IMPRESSED GENE- 
rally by the feature 
"Woes of Sportswomen” 
(Sport&world April IB) and 
in particular by the article.': 
of Nina AsaikaT and Gecti 
Thadani. MihS 'A,saikar and 
Miss Thadani avoided clich¬ 
es concerning the society's 
wall, so to speak, against 
sportswomen and concentra¬ 
ted on plain and glaring 
facts, thereby niakinf( their 
pleas plausible. Geeti Tha¬ 
dani (incidentally she is 
Geeti, not Gecta) had a fur¬ 
ther advantage of a forceful 
personal, appealing and at¬ 
tractive style. 

V. S. AJAY. 
New Delhi. 

(Mr A jay is right about 
the name being Geeti Tha¬ 
dani. The error is corrected 
in her article in this issue.) 

Cricket and women 

I READ wnu INTEREST 
"Woes Of Sportswomen” 
In Sportsworld April 8. Con¬ 
gratulations for the bold 
attempt to expose the au¬ 
thorities for their callou.s 
attitude towards women's 
.sports in India. 

T fully endorse the views 
expressed by Shanta Ranga- 
.swami and being p woman 
cricketer myself vyould like 
to make a few suggestions, 
(a) Cricket .should be intro¬ 
duced at school and college 
levels to procure ina.ss ba.se. 
b) Facilities of grounds, 
nets, cricket kit' and compe¬ 
tent coaches should be made 
available, c) Regular tourna¬ 
ment at rhifa, zonal, state 
and national levels should 
be conducted with as similar 
3 frequency as in the case 
of men. d) SeIection.s should 
strictly be based on perfor¬ 
mances during these mat¬ 
ches. e) All foreign tours 
should be banned for an 
initial period of five years. 
This will save scarce resour¬ 
ces which can be earmarke.d 
for imparting basic training 
to youngsters, f) National 
and State-level organising 
bodies should be rf-construr- 
ted by the Government, g) 
Only ladies should be en¬ 
trusted to man these organi¬ 
sation, removing the all- 
pervasive and perverse male 


domination, h) Private con 
corns should sponsor am 
employ women cricketers or 
the merit of their cricke.' 
talent providing them th( 
inuch-needed financial stabi 
lity and the lime to dcvclof 
their game. 

MISS CHANDIIIKA P 
KEINA 
Bombay 

IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT 
women's cricket in Indli 
was born in 1967 and attain 
ed popularity all over thr 
country within a- brief pe 
riod. But as far as TamI 
Nadu is concerned the credil 
for uplifting women's cricket 
goes to Mr N. J. Venkate 
san, the former State leg 
brcak-cum googly bowler at 
well as their roach. Cricket 
lovers all over Tamil Nadi 
affectionately remember Mi 
Venkatsesiin as "kunru”. Bui 
unfortunately, the womer 
ciicketcrs of Tamil Nadu 
.who represent the Indian, a! 
well ffs the State team, la 
stead of appreciating and 
praising Mr Venkatesan havi 
not even acknowledged thi 
services rendered by hitr 
and shown the respect dut 
to him. In reply to a ones 
tion by NSNIS some women 
Test cricketers in Tami 
Nadu said that they hail 
been coached by some peo¬ 
ple who are not recognised 
cricketers. This is sheer uii 
gratefulness. If they adopi 
this kind of attitude they 
will not have any encourage 
ment either from cricket 
loving individuals or fron 
sports bodies. Take anotliei 
instance. Earlier, the ronque 
ring Comniandas Sport! 
Club of Tamil Nadu i.'ed tc 
take a keen interest in pro 
moting women’s cricket ir 
Tamil Nadu and conducted 
an intercollegiate leagm 
and an inter-.schools league 
But after the Tamil Nadi 
rricket association was taker 
over bv women olfiie-bi arer- 
they have not been in a po.si 
tion to run any touinamenl 
by thein.selvps. They also dt 
not enrouiagc private spoil 
sor.ship. 

I, tec) sorry for .Shant; 
Rangaswamv’s cnminents am 
I reque'-t her to express liei 
views impartiallv. 

B rHABllAK.ARAN 
Madras 

THE ARTiru; BY SlIiXMA 
Rangaswamy mad" s.id rea 
ding. It exposed the prelen 
sions of our .sports adiiiinis 
trators who clai'ri to tm.ou 
rage woman’s sports in thi 
country. In Shanta Ranga 








.swaniy's own i.asc, this is 
itlustratrd in more than one 
way. Despitf her sterling 
services to the game, she 
wa.s not nominated initially 
by the WC.Al for the Arjuna 
Award. It is reported that at 
the time of awaid selections, 
Mr Indra Mohan Sahai, the 
TV and Iladio sports corn- 
tnentator, who was on the 
Arjuna Award Jury, and 
who had .seen .Shanta play in 
the Test series against West 
Indies, himself proposed 
Shanla's name and carried 
the pioiiosal .successfully 
with his colleagues on the 
jury. But for' that act of 
generosity on Mr Sahai's 
part, this great honour could 
have eluded Shania 

B VISWANATUAN, 
Bantjiilorc. 

SOIIINI r.llOSH and su¬ 
ra pi lih.cllachifrya protested 
(SportswDitd April 18) 
agiimst oiii letter (HvoTtn- 
world March 14) in which 
we ll.■^l condemned woiiien'i 
fi'icKel. Sohini Ghosh has 
pointed out that women and 
rriikcl are very well made 
for each other. Bui wc are 
sure that no real lover of 
the game would agree, with 
such an illogical view. Wo¬ 
men ciitkeiiis vs'illi long 
pony tails hanging on their 
backs and with skills or 


shabby trousers on, turn the 
cricket Held into more of a 
circii.s. Of coursd!. wc do not 
mean to say that dress ma¬ 
tters much in cricket. But 
there is a need for decency, 
isn’t there? flow would it 
Ifjok if men turned up on 
the field wearing .shorts or 
.swimiiMng costumes? 

As n'gards our having 
watched a women's cricket 
match, we are forlunalc 
enough not to have seen one 
so fai. But even without 
that. We, can very well ima¬ 
gine the plight ot cricket at 
the hands ot oin women. 

ASllOK, BUDDHA, 
BAGHU AND GAUTAM, 
Shdlont). 

(No furlhfT COT 1 esnondence 
will bo publixhod on this sub- 
jecl — Bdiloi.) 

Suggestion 

I NDIAN CBICKKT BOARD 
IS going to celebiate 
it.s 50lh anniversary iiieiely 
with a 'lesl against Fnglancl. 
A .Superlest is the- only ans¬ 
wer. .So why not invite a 
Best ot World side to play 
against India to mark th<' 
iinniversarv'' The ‘ Board 
must plan simielhing big for 
this event, 

MAIIENDBA KIIAITAN. 

Calrulla. 




does not just clean your 
skin-it has antibacterial and 
antifungal properties too. 



Now in a ii 
bigger size I 

Margo Soap made with V. }j 

nature's valuable gift ‘Neem wrapper. // 
Oil is the only toilet soap ^ 
with toll herbal and medici- 
nal properties. Margo Soap not only cleans, 
it keeps the skin healthy. Margo Soap (or all 
seasons, all ages. 


Menpo 


made from pure Noam 
Seed Oil. A favourita 
since 1320 


a 

z 


A product of Calcutta Chemical. 


Thank you. Sunil! 

C OURTESY COSTS NOTH 
ing—but it appears that 
most of the persons who 
have earned even a bit of 
fame, not to .speak of per¬ 
sons who have reached the 
zenith, forget this. However, 
Sunil Gava.skar, India's for¬ 
mer cricket captain and fa- 
mou-s century-earner seems 



to be an exception. I wrote 
a feature cm him and sent 
an English vc-ision of the 
same, lu him. He promptly 
replied to me in his own 
handwriting. Gavaskar prat- 
.sed the people of Galcutla 
for their great ovation ,to 
him and staled that one of' 
his ambitions had been to 
.score a Test cimtury at the 
Eden Gardens and that has 
been fultilled. It .should be a 
lesson to other persons ot 
similar fame and pupulaiitv. 

AiniRBA KUMAR 
GANG VIA'. 

CatculUu 


Wills Trophy. 

liniY WAS DELHI AWAR- 
VV ded the Wills limited- 
over lomuamenl liophy and 
not Bomhav? Bomhav scorecl 
faster than Deltii Bombay 
.scored 2.'>3 runs in 50 1 overs 
wherc'as Delhi scoied the 
same niiiiibei cil runs with 
three wickeA in hand in GO 
overs. 

Iri liniiled over tnuin:i. 
mcnls the team that scores 
/note runs per over .should 
be deciaic'd the winners and 
not the team that loses less 
riiimbei id wickets, Bombay 
.scored 4.8 runs per over 
c'oiuprirecl to Delhi’s 4.2 per 
over. As .such Bombay wilh 
a better cun rate should 
have been dec l.irc'd winners. 

SURF.fiJI B.AGARIA, 
Gauhati 

(This argument can so on 
endlessly, buf, according in 
present rules, the irnm. 


which loses lesser wickets 
wins. Thai’s how Delhi won 
—Editor. 

Not cricket 

I N THE CAB SENIOI 
knockout cricket tourna 
ment final between Mohui 
Began and East Bengal a 
the Eden Gardens on Apri 
30 the latter team was oi 
the brink of defeat whei 
the match was disrupted 
Even, if we accept for the 
sake of argument, that cri 
eket is a game of uncer 
tainty, why did East Benga 
refuse to play on the follow 
ing day? It is reported lha 
initially, at the request o 
the umpires, the Ea.st Ben 
gal skipper Robi Banerjee 
decided to play. Accordinf 
to his decision, the two Eas 
Bengal bat.smen fame to bat 
But suddenly when every 
thing wa' ready, Srimant. 
Banerjee. one of the bats 
men. relused to play on the 
lame excuse that the score 
sheet had been torn ofl 
Then he returned to the 
pavilion. W'hat tremendou; 
sportsmanship! We, the cri 
fketloving spectators o 
Bengal, were stunned at the 
manner in which discip'im 
in cricket was trampled. The 
darkest day of Bengal cri 
cket is not very far off. 

RAN A MITRA 
Calcutta 

The Board's ways 

I WAS GREATLY ANNOY 
1 ed to go through the 
interview with Mr Chinna 
swamy in ‘Board vs Cricke 
lers’ (Sporlswoild April 11) 
It seems the Board is deli 
bcTutely insulting the play 
er.s. True, private concern 
and banks do appoint tin 
players as their staff and it 
doing so, they are well awan 
that the plavs-rs cannn 
afford to .spend their day timi 
in an office all the twcivi 
nicintlis. Yet they pay fo 
them and respect them. Why 
It is all done jn for t!ie publi 
city ot the concerned offices 
They do not expect the 
playecs to work lound the 
elock lor the Ccffices. Whec 
the offices offer the playeri 
ample .scope to play well 
has anybody el.se any righ 
to talk of the playctrs’ perso 
nal niatIcT like their jobs 
This is not the Board's busi 
ness, or, lor that mutter, M 
Gliiniiti.swuiiiv’.s. 

And moreover, why cli 
people expect the players ti 
be sdtisried only with wha 
they get? Time and agaii 
wc tiavc failed to stop ou, 
brain dram. If Dr Kborana 
fell instance, b.id not niigra 
ted abroad, mankind wouii 
have to wait longer tor thi 
hi.story ot the DNA. In a 
wav tan we say Dr Kboran: 
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n^HE only record held by 
•*’ India, unlikely ever to be 
broken, is that shfi um omce 
led in a tour of England by a 
captain who shot more tigers 
with his rifie than made runs 
with his cricket bat. This 
may sound less amaslng if U 
is remembered that the rwM he 
scored in all the Tests that he 
played never reached close to 
double figures. One is referring, 
of course, to the late Maharaf 
Kumar of Vizianagram. He 
was bom in the age of the 
true amateur, when 
specialisaiion was secondary 
to a keen interest in a wider 
range of 'sporting activUy. 

It was a age when shikar 
and shooting was still a sport 
and the shikari bound himelf 
to the strUSt code of behaviour 
efsential to a true sportsman. 
It ioas much later during 
the World War II that the 
jeep-riding, spotUght-using,^ 
tfigger-ha'^ butcher arrwed 


jpn the scene. He damaged 
:.0ld reput<dio^ of a sport 
which, U is said, involms 
Jpesppdtition, sk^, chiaracter, 
'oi^ythe eUnrwM of risk. 

(3^ competed with the 
on Us home ground 
the adoantage of the rifie 
wde ofiset by the superior 
juhyie cra^ of the animal. 

One needed skill and the 
lability to understand the 
jungle lore and animal 
behaviour to place oneself 
within striking distance of 
what was often dangerous 
game. And having got there 
it was necessary to have the 
courage to face it. And as far 
as risk is concerned, there is 
Mths doubt that claws and 
horru.have (wcounted for mare 
deaths than cricket balls or 
hockey stkka. 

Vizzy himself had a 
miraoulous escape when he fell 
into the path of a charging 
tiger only to see the animal 
vent his fury on his. solwr 
topi and leave him be to 
beat a ttmeh retreat. Jim 
Corbett of Kumaon fame, who 
made shooting man-eating 
tigers into a romance, dkd 
the death of the early 
Christian not in the CoUssetm 
of Rome but killed by Uons 
in the Savannahs of East 
Africa, And the great Ranji 
hmce^ was forced into early 
retirement when he was 
iniurid in. a shikar accident. 
This time not in an encounter 
with an animal but by a greater 
hazard, the inexperienced 
eompardon. 


These three,, yke many 
othere of their time, were true 
^tikaris. They were 
essentially preservationist and 
in love with natitre, If this 
seems a contradiction, it is 
because the sport itself has 
became much maiiUfnea. Most ' 
shikaris in those days adhered 
to rules whose bask purpose 
was the ntaintenanee of an 
eeologictd biUmce. When they 
shot, it was for a trophy, 
or for food, and, in the ease 
of the professional, to protect 
proper^ and control 
population. And, if accused, 
whkh they often were, of 
taking part in *blocd sporti, - 
they referred the crUics io the 
numerous occasions when 
humans have been, and 
continue to be, less than kind 
io each other^ 

Rut all this happened years 
ago. Noig thed the real 
enemies of wdd Mfe, 
include imtiserimmate 
deforestation and o caUovs 
attitude towards preservation 
whkh tolerates large-scdk 
poachtitg and iUegol 
slaughter, have emerged, shtiear 
is'no Umger a eport, it has 
become an injystke and 
Vkzy would nape been the first 
to admit it. 


cks patriotism. Then why 
lould we bar the players 
one and charge them with 
ick of patriotism? 


And, again, a man like 
avaskar is able to decide 
ir himself what is good for 
m. He knows well what 
Tves his soul’s desire best, 
tie fact that he is available 
^en now as an ordinary 


ayer for the team, after 
le ignominous revertion 
om the post of captain 
ind even the vice-captain, 
hich he liked most) is proof 
’ his sincerity. 

DR. B. R. BHEED, 
Bijapur, 


THE EDITORIAL ON THE 
logic behind the selection ol 
the team for our ensuing 
tour to England {Sportsworld 
Ajiril 18) was one of the best 
writings Idiave come across 
lately in your journal. The 
absence of any plausible 
reason from the selection 
committee to justify tue 
omission of some of our best 
cricketing talents who weie 
eulogised till the recently- 
concluded cricet season leads 
one to infer that merit has 
certainly not been the crite¬ 
rion for the berth to Eng¬ 
land. The selectors have not 
only been very unkind to 


>ome dserving players by not 
selecting them, but have not 
bestowed the rightful places 
to the men named in the 
team as well, like in the 
case of Gavaskar who has 
been thrown off ttw pedestal 
ot leadership to being an 
ordinary member of the 
team (reSecUons of bis Pac¬ 
ker connections?). 

C. R. PANCHANATHAN. 

New Delhi 


SO THE CRICKET CON- 
trul Board has innovated a 
formula to horse-whip ex¬ 
cricketers by ruling tnat a 


sanctioned benefft match 
must be played within three 
years, why this ruling? 
what barm can there pos¬ 
sibly if the beneficiary 
holds the match after three 
years? 

1 have a feeling that the 
Board's fresh three-year rule 
may give rise to another 
legal problem, since no such 
rule msted when sanction 
was given to three Bengal 
cricketers. I think they are 
outside Hie scope of opera¬ 
tion of the new rule—or are 
they? 

AN EX-TEST CRICKETER. 

Calcutta 




All in the game 


The two 
sixes a day 
man 

A bout the only raiNC 

that has kept pace with San- 
d(cp I'atil's inetooric rise to fame 
in Indian cricket this season is 
his hair—which flows all over 
nape of his neck, cars and fore¬ 
head. Bowler.s, one and all, have 
wilted under the onslaught of 
i’atil's willow. 

Sandeep, 22, has scored pruU- 
fically this year A lusty hitter, 
Patil has hit 102 sixes thi-s season 
in various classes oi cricket, 63 ot 
these during the period April 10 to 
May 10, Pdtil notched an aggre¬ 
gate ol 1249 luns including three 
double centuries in this period in 
interoffice tournaments. Earlier 
he had scored centuries in the 
semi-finals ot the Itanji _ Trophy 
and Wills Trophy, rcspetUvely. 

About the spate of .sixers, Patil 
said: “1 don't know (how they 
happened.) I would just touch the 
ball and the next thing I knew 
was that the ball was sailing 
across the boundary line.” To what 
does ho attribute his power? 
Sandeep said; ‘'Timing U the key. 
I believe in always having my 
eyes on the ball. But for the best 
effect you have to bit the. ball at 
the right tnpmerft.” He must be 
getting that clferr for in one match 
played at the Parsi Gymkhana, 
next to the Marine Drive, one of 
his sixes landed clear in the sea! 

Sandeep is soft-spoken and un¬ 
assuming. He, would not like to 
be calk'd a hitter. He feels "hit 
ling sixes can break your conern- 
tralion. The .stroke has 50 per 
cent risk in it. True it’s glamourous 
but that can wm k again.st you also. 
Since the crowd now knows 1 can 
hit sixes they always want me to 
oblige, Ijixes .seem synonyrtmus 
with me They feel they enioy 
the game only if they see sixes. 
Hie other day 1 was playing a 
rrncial match and my side was 60 
for 4. I was batting and the 
(Towd kept shouting lor u six. It 
was a delicate situation and I just 
couldn’t obligi'. Yon know what 
happened next? They stalled 
booing and slow-clapping. The 
crowd must veali.se these gestures 
put .1 lot ot pres.,iire on the bat.s- 
nian H's unfair People must 
know that if they want to .see a 
good game tln-y must let the bats¬ 
man do wtia|-lu' wauls. ’Ihere's 
.. '<• eriili't tli.in sixes.” 


"Besides,” he adds, "in a higher 
class of cricket the howling is not 
going to be all that easy to hit 
sixe.s. It’s alright at the club and 
ollicc level. Also let me admit 
the boundary line at most of the 
venues where we played were .shor¬ 
ter than is normal, duo to .space 
restritlioRS.” 

The; bigge-st six that Sandeep hit 
was in the Bonrbay-Mahara.shtra 
match when the ball landed lit) 
yards away. I'atil’s drives have 
very often made fielders wring 
their palms in pain after they have 
tried to stop the ball. Little won¬ 
der that when Patil bats there is 
always a deep extra-cover, a deep 
niid-off and a deep niid-on. 

For a man whose strokes arc 
full of r.aw power and awesome 
accuracy, Patil is not pugilistic 
looking. He weighs a mere 68 
kg and is six leet tall. His wrists 
are average, not a bulging mass 


like that of Gordon Grecnidge. 
Sandeep uses a Gunn and Moore 
bal which bears Jhe brand name 
of Maxi. This particular bal is 
thick at the middle and weighs 
^8 kg, which is rallier heavy. 
Most j;rirkcler.s rise bats which are 
2.2 kg. Cricketers like Clive Lloyd 
and Vivian Bichards use a 3 kg 
bat. 

A few months ago Hainan 
Subba Row brought a club team 
to India. Raj Singh .spoke to him 
about arranging a .season for San¬ 
deep Patil in English flounty 
crifket. When Suhba Row went 
back he was successful in selling 
the idea to Surrey who agreed to 
invile Sandeep for their Serond 
Eleven. Patil, who will do a two 
month stint with the County, .says 
"most imporlant. 1 will be able to 
walcb the Prudential Cup”. Will 
India realise, its mistake and take 
this .sensational biller lor the 
World Cup matches'? 





The Sporting Life 


HUNT'S STUNT 

England: Tim Hunt, kid brother of race ace James 
Hunt, and three Oxford University chumps leaped off the 
Clifton suspension bridge at Bristol, attached to rubber 
ropes. The t20 ft. leap over a 200 ft. gorge left them 
bouncing like yo>yos till the bobbies came' and clapped 
them in goal. The magistrate, who wasn't amused, fined 
them £100 for breach of the peace. The four are members 
of the University's “Dangerous Sports Club," who, silly 
with champagne, were trying to bridge the (generation) gap I 

EVERYONE'S PET SHOW 

Bangalore : The donkey kicked, the python crawled, 
the parrot whistled, the duck quacked-no, not in the Garden 
of Eden, not even In Noah's Ark, but at the Pet Show 
organized by the Bangalore SPCA. The contestants 
included a grass-eating Chinese goat, golden-brown 
Malabar squirrel, Himalayan sheep-dog, green whip-snake, 
lion-tailed monkey. African love-birds and a prize clean¬ 
shaven pink-ribboned donkey which kicked Its way to 
glory! 

BIRDS OF MISFORTUNE 

Paris: The Franco-Brltlsh rugby match proved a 
double tragedy for the French. Their team lost 7-6, and 
they lost their colourful mascots-llve cockerels — taken 
along as good-luck charms. Unfortunately, the birds took 
flight In the passenger lounge at London Airport, harassed 
airport officials In frantic pursuit, while their "cocky'' 
masters left for the match. Four days later, the dejected 
French having clean forgotten their existence, the hapless 
birds were destroyed by quarantine officials. 


B TELLIS 


lUi'n Ti ntpUUon aitU lon> fofman 



' LOOK AT IT TH16 WV, 6UV6...1We 
YAMKege HAVB 6PRlN6TRMNINe?... 
-rWE 00P6M6 HAVg 6PKIN6 TRAINING 
».THE RED6 HAVE 6PR1N6 TRAINING... 



*HE'5 WORKING the OHIO tTATE GiPgU'NEG/' "UH OH, IT'O FORT LAUPERPAUE FAT^ / 
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IS SmtAM SM»I 

ARIJIT SEN 


of the camp or not, I am very much 
here—and intend staying on. 

"All I have to say in this matter 
is that it is very unfortuhate that 
Col. Kripal had to come out with 
such a statement. HdW many times 
in the past I have been called upon 
to attend all camps? I’ve usually 
just attended the final camp, passed 
the qualifying mark and participated 
in meets abroad. I would train um 
der Mr Babar at the National Sta< 
dium in New Delhi, or even on my 
own. Why didn’t they debar me 
then ? Have I suddenly become so 
bad as to not merit a chance at the 
final trial?” 


S tatistically, sriram singh 

is the best athlete India has 
ever produced—15 medals at in¬ 
ternational meets and still a lot of 
punch left. Twenty-nine on June 21 
this year, Sriram is fit for at least 
another two years so. His mentor 
says so. But not Uie sell-professed 
athletics master Col Kripal Singh. 
The latter is the Secretary of the 
Amateur Athletics Federation of 
India. His word is law. 

Sriram, a Junior Commissioned 
officer (Naik Subedar) of the Rajpu- 
tana Rifles, stationed in Delhi, is at 
the cross-roads of his life and career 
His middle-distance running was pro¬ 
ceeding smoothly, until the rift that 
was apparent from the start between 
two other people began to ailect it. 

Colonel Kripal Singh does not 
see. eyc-to-eye with Mohammed Ilyas 
Babdi, a firebrand first-batcher of 
the Netaji Subhas National Institute 
of Sports’ coaches training scheme, 
now stationed in Hyderabad. Mr 
Babar happens to be Sriram's coach 
—a man who has, single-handed, 
nurtured the talent of this athlete 
and developed him into an Asian 
star whose feats will be difficult to 
b^at. 


When the preliminary trials to 
choose the squad for the Asian 
Track and Field Meet in Japan (May 
Sl-June 3) were announced, the 
Services Sports Control Board wrote 
to the AAFI saying that Sriram was 
medically unfit. The trials were on 
April 20-21. The SSCB medical cer¬ 
tificate was sent on April 23. 


"But that certificate 
April 23” 


was valid till 
I 



Sriram told me when 

^^Sriram : All I 
’ kno w is that it 
was mischiev¬ 
ous of Col Kripal 
Singh to have 
issued that sta¬ 
tement debarr¬ 
ing me from the 
Asian meet. 


called on him on May 8 in his room 
at the Dhyan Chand International 
Hostel, NSNIS, Patiala. “On April 
25. I came here with a fitness cer¬ 
tificate, signed by Messrs Kuttoor and 


Chandran, Services doctors who con¬ 
ducted tests on me. In fact, I also 
went to the Patel Chest Institute. 
The diagnosis was bronchiastic 
allergy, which increases with the 
drop in temperature. 

"Anyway, I came with the certifi¬ 
cate and NIS chief coach Saini was 
kind enough to admit me to the 
camp. Mr Saini said I should com¬ 
pete in the May 2 trials. I said I 
couldn’t do so because I wouldn't be 
prepared enough—after the long 
lay-off—to clock the 1 52 for the 800 
metres or under that was necessary 
to continue in the camp. I went to 
attend a family marriage on April 
27 and returned on May 3. 

"Then, on May 4, Col. Kiipal 
issued a statement to the effect that 
I would not be admitted to the 
camp. Anyway, wliethei I am part 


Mr Babar, who has been invited 
by the NSNIS to attend the athle¬ 
tics camp at Patiala to assist Mr 


# narv 



nripai 
was nothing we 
could do. We all 
know he is a 
good athlete. 
But if he is not 
fit, of what 
good IS he to 
the country ? 


Saini in preparing the squad foi 
Japan, was unchaiactcristically on a 
low key. "What good will this do the 
country? My boy has said he will 
pass the qualifying mark—no matter 
what it is—^when the final trials are 
held on May 11, 12 and 13. 1 am 
confident he will. Col. Kripal Singh 


And what 
of Shivnath 
and Hari 
Chand ? 

W HATEVER HAPPENED TO 
Hari Chand and Shivnath 
Singh—India’s star long-distance, 
runners? Well—they were both to 
have joined the preliminary trials 
of the Asian Track aud Field Meet 
in Japan, but neither turned up. 
Hari Chand, the diminutive musta¬ 
chioed hero of the 5,000 and 10,000 
metres at the Bangkok Asiad in 
December said he did not report 
to the camp—^preferring hometown 
Hoshiarpur instead — because, "I 
felt 1 was under-prepared for such 
an important competition You see. 

I bad gone through very strenuous 
preparations for Bangkok. By the 
grace of God 1 was successful, but 
right now. I’m not prepared to go 
through that all over again and 
that too after a short interval." 
Hari Chand obviously has a right 
to determine his activities, but the 
real reasop for bis non-partidpa- 
tiun this time is believed to be 


different. According to a source, 
rompetition for hun in Tokyo 
would have been far more tough 
than in Bangkok. And, in the 
meantime, his double-gold feat had 
fetched him a gift of four acres of 
land ip bis home State. He appa- 
reotly felt it would he much be¬ 
tter to coosolidate gains rather 
than risk losing It all with an in¬ 
different performance in the Japan 
meeL 

"But I am going to train soon,” 
Tlari Chand said. His employers. 
Central Reserve Police Force, are 
to set up a training camp in Sri¬ 
nagar. The salubrious climate and 
the two-month constant toning up 
programme there would help him 
shape up for future competitions. 

Shivnath Singh’s case is diffe¬ 
rent. He had resigned his Job with 
the BSF at Just about the lime Ihe 
AAFI announced the selection 
trials. He had been offered a job 
in Jamshedpur which he was keen 
to accept. In all the rush for the 
several adjustments be had to 
make, Shivnath was in no poslthm 
to train diffyently for the meet. 
Besides, tho .Services Sports Ctm- 
troi Board did not forward his 
name or take any interest, becansa 
Shivnath had left for Civvy Street. 

A.S 







wrong 
with him 7 

W HAt REALLY IS TOE HUT- 
ter whfa Sdram Slagn? the 
caswer is not Intended to creite • 
save amoiif ethletes Invobad ih 
endurance events. But it is a case 
of exercise induced esthme. €»A)i 
so ailment whiidi, ^orts doetots 
have disGOverad, irunnett and sedhs, 
Riers are in daafer vf oeiag alRio- 
ted with. 

The salient features of ElA are, 
}) uoUke other asthmas, It is 
mn|dit on fw moderatehr hard 
mooing or swimming contutoonsly 
for seven or eight nunntes. ^ the 
hroncbo spasms produced last 20 
to 25 minutes and look like an 
attack of common asthma, 3> Othw 
types of sports not fanrolviag coik 
tiauous strenuous nmiting do not 
lead up to ElA. 

Any athlete afflicted with ElA 
finds his training disrupted, that 
has been the case with Sriram 
Singh ever since he first contracted 
pneumonitis a few months before 
the last Commonwealth Games at 
Edmonton. Antibiotics cured hiih 
of pneumonitis but the asthmam 
attacks persisted. 

An article in the Jawwl of 
Ameriem Jdsdteioe devoted to 
aimilar ailments after the 187fi 
Monuieel Olympics provided sports 
medicine specialist ComnAimer 
Gopi Kottoor and colleague Major 
Chaadran with clues. Carrying out 
various tests and the trial and 
error method designed to disUn* 




s 



Oodora Xdftoor md Chondron 
smtmiitmff SHmm Shtph—ds he 
oner the hflif 

f ulsb EIA from the other common 
ronchial asthma, the Service doc¬ 
tors came to definite conclusions. 
A complete cure has eluded them 
hut dley have been able to help 
Ssiram Singh control the prob¬ 
lem. 

The doctors faced their owd 
problems in prescribing any drug, 
because most of them are the ^pcs 
benn^ by the International Olym¬ 
pics Committee. The choice even- 
tnally fen on sodium cdiromogly- 
cate which is not banned'-.o cap¬ 
sule which has to be dissolved and 
inhaled 20 minutes before the 
athlete competes. 

The Services doctors have conti¬ 
nued their work in this field and 
recently in e personal letter to Or 
Knttpor, the well-knowa Australian 
spedialist, Or Fitch, compiimcntod 
them fmr tiudr contribution in this 
area of medicine. 


The paMm with swlmneri 
nffUctod udw Wd M ncute, 
Amtot^to IteWctars, tbO bork 
seqtat p(^ou, Idmnce tit temhe- 
ratnre vntotion In water, the 
hydro^c measure on tiie chest 
end the reiml«ted hrea^g wUle 
swuntnioi neto In reducing the 
occurence of BIA- 

Now Ayurveda 

A YimVEDlC MEDICINES MAY 
^ not find muny takers now but 
the so-called outdated treatment is 
certainly proving more than a 
‘sanjeevatu' for Sriram Singh. He 
was undergoing treatment at the 
capital’s Fatel Chest Institute 
when be happened to visit Jaipur, 
his home district. One of his fans, 
Mr TeJ Singh, who hap¬ 
pened to know a vaidya of the 
Pink City known for his 
‘magic mMidnes’ took Sriram 
to _ the publicity-shy man. Ihc 
vatdya beard Sriram Singb's case 
history and prescribed a powdery 
substance to be taken with milk 
regularly. The voidyo said his me¬ 
dicine would supplement the treat- 
ment of the Patol Institute. He 
guaranteed the ace athlete that he 
would be folly tit to run in the 
Asian athletics meet at Tokyo. 

SurprisinKly enough, the drug 
dm help Snram. The vaidya. who 
prefers to remain annonymous, 
Wants to sec a fully recoverco 
Sriram win a medal at the Tokyo 
meet. He is treating the ace ath¬ 
lete free. The vaidya oven sent the 
medicines to the Patiala camp 
throui^ his owa staff. His only 
mUsfaction comes from the letteis 
be n^ives from Sriram reporting 
on bis improvement. 

D nAHULInOsieiwtUtfRAKASH 
BHANOAIi lA4*i(N<' 


should not have issued such a state-, 
ment. That’s all I can Say”. 

C OL. KRIPAL SINGH IS STA- 
tinned in Chandigarh. He was 
very forthright. “There was nothing 
we could do. You see, the Services 
Sports Control Board sent us a cer¬ 
tificate saying Sriram was unfit to 
attend the camp or participate in the 
trials. It was a categorical statement 
There was no denying the fact. That 
was on April 23. The situation did 
not change thereafter. We have re¬ 
ceived nothing to the effect that Sri¬ 
ram is fit. Besides, he was unwilling 
to go through the selection trials. 
We all know he is a good athlete. 
But if he is not fit of what good is 
he to the country? 

“Most important is the fact that 
we had to send the names of every 
athlete to the authorities in Japan 
by May 5. We sent them a provi¬ 
sional list, including the maximum 
number of athletes, in a telegram 
on May 2. Under the circumstances. 


how could we wait for Sriram to 
get fit ? If it turned out that he 
didn’t recover his form even by the 
final trials, where would we be 
placed? 

“It is our policy to send as many 
athletes as permissible to the meet. 
Now, we are permitted two athletes 
for each event. It is true that in 
some events we do not have athict 
es good enough to be sent abroad, 
but fortunately or unfortunately, 
we do have two promising runners 
in the 800 metres. We naturally in¬ 
cluded their names when they got 
through the preliminaiy trials. The 
youngsters are Abraham Rajan and 
Charles Borromeo, two boys who 
we feel have a good future in the 
event. I know that it they don’t 
qualify in the final trials, we will be 
stuck. But that is a chance we can 
afford to take because they have 
come within the regulations we have 
set. And Sriram didn’t. And the 
risk of taking him into the camp 
was far more than including these 


two, because he has now developed 
a continuing ailment with no full 
cure in sight. 

“I know he wept to the camp. But 
without a fitness certificate, we 
couldn’t take him in. It’s just bad 
luck for him, that’s all.” 

B ad LUCK IT CERTAINLY WAS. 

as Sriram said when I confront¬ 
ed him with Col Kripal Singh’s dia¬ 
logue with me. “This means I have 
lost the chance of representing Asia 
in the World Cup at Montreal, be¬ 
cause all those who are placed first 
in their respective events automati- 
cally qualify for that competition in 
Montreal. But does it also mean I 
can’t take part in the Pre-Olympic 
meet in Moscow? I don’t know. 

“All I feci is that it was mischiev- 
ons on the part of Col Kripal to have 
issued that statement on May 4. I’m 
sure he knew that I came to the 
camp ^th a fitness certificate, be¬ 
cause I handed it over nersonauy to 




Mr SainI, who in taro gove it to 
the NIS director, Mr R. L Aaand. 
When I have arrived at the camp 
and given the certificate signed 
by the same doctors who first 
certified me unfit I expect that co- 

g aiunce will be taken of it And 
ol Kripal, sitting in Chandigarh or 

Sriram; f am 
counting the 
days to my final 
humiiation. / am 
not only fight¬ 
ing my ega. 7 am 
also fighting an 
ailment. On top 
of this, if this 
kind of thing 
occurs where 
does that leave 
me ? 

Delhi, didn’t even know about it ? 

I don’t believe it I can certainly 
prove that I brought the certificate 
with me and gave it to the authori¬ 
ties concerned I’m certainly not 
expected to give it to Col Kripal 
personally. And I felt bringing it 
along with me would be safer, be¬ 
cause if it was sent by post, it could 
have been mysteriously misplaced. 

“I would have left the NIS on May 
5 itself, but Mr Babar asked me to 
stay on. You know I can’t disobey 
him. So I’m still here, counting the 
days to my final humiliation. It’s 
a fact. I do feel humiliated. 1 have 
certainly done enough to merit con¬ 
siderate treatment. I am not only 
fighting my age, I am also fighting 
an ailment On top of this, if this 
kind of thing occuts, where does 
that leave me ? In my regiment I 
haven't got a promotion for quite 
some time. I’ve been a Naik Subedar 
for over four years now. And I 
have never been given special pro¬ 
motion or anything of the sort, des¬ 
pite my services to the country. But 
that is not as important as the 
attitude of the AAFl." 

Sriram Singh has always been a 
fighter, Mr Saini was the first to 
point this out “You see, that is a 
quality that distinguishes ordinary 
athletes from the special ones. I 
think it was that alone that helped 
Sriram survive.. He first contracted 
his ailment when he was in Dussel- 
dorf for the World Cup. The bron- 
chiastic bller^ persisted through the 
years since then and has even be¬ 
come more acute, if Press reports 
are to be believed. 

"1 feel Sriram has all the makings 
of an outstanding athlete. He has 
the dedication, the discipline and the 
ambition that is necessary to make 
an athlete readi the top. He trains 
diligently and has a never-say-die 
attitude. 

“But having said all that. I’ll also 
have to say that he is definitely 
over the hill. You see, an athtete’s 
career it like a graph. It has an 



Coiiflisiott 

confounded 


O N THE EVE OF THE ASIAN 
Athletics Championships at 

" aad iim z> thara to 

enitf u rioB ganrh teittdliig 
acdef^ ofdm tnpiA^ 
Before Mtempani ' Ui 
ratand whgf M aeuMly gulag 
otb em Oeeds, i« bacKgrotiOd 
Bwileria!. tite sthStthttiQa of the 
orjpuiaert UmitlAg we ounil^ 
ef eotHei to two wr evept and 
HUMatwagth or the oontiagaat en- 
Hfled to itoapjta^ aa a>, 
wm ftw oAciafy Togewer 
wawafthb geodline. ms fi, for 
(he Baal samiOs, after wateh the 
orumiaers, have made it oMar 
that no additwna Or changes of 
any kind will be allowed. This 
ia to smr tut the laat poaaible 
aafe da» for subtniaaioa of u- 
tries even by cable waa May 9, 
AtUetea in various parta at the 
country have been oisappifiiitad 


at Patiala* A number of tbOgl'; 
like apriater Viripnia Craato, fg» . 
h^nce, plead that it la ut pwK 
ailde for aU'Latudaata or even 
wuwng people to bo away for 
long periods at coaching camfHb 
In any case, coaching fadiities to 
emit mremdiorei isAdi 
apt te, inceakatp 
—uB the way net- 
net^ to m ,A 
fhls if aosoo-' 

. atMl the lOA, tut 
„ Che AAH. win haUs 

_serituia jwught ta,'ia ^ 

not too dlata^'fOture. 

Thecd is yet'fpother PMat thgt j 
haO prm^ a hoartbi^er tor 
o«r iNmMt medalUats. Many of 
timm went aoder the impruasioa 
timt the wours at the Atied 
would autoBAaticaliy find a pteoe, 
in tiie Indian team for Tokyo, 
Hhwo is ^te Clearly real confu- 
ihm in thia context, and no «m 
knows what the decision is in this 
reinird. 

RANJIT BHATiA 



upward trend at the start and. after 
a time, it shows a decline. Sriram 
Singh reached his peak at the Mon¬ 
treal Olympics. He was placed 
seventh in the finals, but his time of 
1:45.7 was the best he has ever re¬ 
corded. There has never been any 
dearth of training for him. But he 
has never been able to even touch 
that mark again, leave alone better 
it. What does it show? Besides, he 
is not getting any younger. An 
athlete’s career cannot stretch on 
forever. He is verging on 30, which 



Babar: Sriram 
has still a long 
way to go. Per¬ 
formance - wise, 
he is shaping up 
vary well. Sri¬ 
ram. after all. 
is outstanding. 


I think IS the end of the road for 
everyone. 

“May be he could have done some¬ 
thing if he had gone to Tokyo. But 
then.’• 


The unfinished sentence was com¬ 
pleted by Mr Babar. “If he had 
gone to Tokyo, I’m sure he would 
have been placed first That would 
have entitled him to take part in the 
World Cup where, who knows, he 
might have bei'n able to do some¬ 
thing. 

“Sriram Singh still has a long way 
to go. I am not saying this because 
he Is my protege, it's a fact that he 
can still do a lot for the country. 
Performance-wise. Sriram is shaping 


up very well. But for that ailment, 
he would have shown remarkable 
improvement on the Montreal tim¬ 
ing. His performance in Bangkok 
in the recent Asian Games speak* 
volumes for his courage and his dis¬ 
cipline. Without getting adequate 
treatment to cure him completely. 
Sriram still strode ahead of all com¬ 
petition there. 

“Now I feel I need to take him 
under my wings once again. I have 
asked him to try and get a transfer 
to Hyderabad where I am stationed 
as an NIS coach for the Andhra 
State Sports Council. If I can have 
him with me over a long period, I 
think I’ll be able to prove that Sri¬ 
ram is nowhere near finished. Even 
if he doesn’t make this trip to Japan, 
it will not affect bis morale. And 
if his morale is as high as it has al¬ 
ways been, there can be no stopping 
him. Sriram after all, is outstand¬ 
ing. 

CRIRAM WAS IN MR BABAR’S 
room when I was talking to him. 
“You see, I have won medals on a 
continuing basis from 1970, starting 
with the Sri Lanka invitation meet 
in that year. I won a gold here. The 
same year, the meets in Malaysia 
and Singapore got me first place in 
my favourite event. They were follo¬ 
wed by the Bangkok Asiad that year, 
where 1 managed a silver. Although, 
two years later at Munich, I didii’t 

f et a place, I was first in the Army 
orces Athletics Meet held in Mos¬ 
cow in ’73. Thereafter, I took a 
silver in the first Asian Track and 
Field Meet in Manila in the same 
year. That was prior to the Teheran 
Asian Games gold in the 600 metres 
and a silver as part of the 4X400 
squad.” 




"In the second Asian Athletics, at 
Seoul, I took first place in the 400, 
800 and the 4X400 relay. In the 
same year, that is 1375, I repeated 
the same number of successes at the 
Philippines Open, though the relay 
was replaced by the 1500 metres. 
Then came Montreal 76. If the cii* 
cumstanres were diflcient—and I 
had had the advice of my mentor—I 
might have been able to do some 
thing there—something more than 
be placed seventh in the final. Then 
came the World Cup in Dusscidort 
in *77 and eighth place in the final. 
The bronchial ailment also got acute 
there. Despite that, I picked up two 
medals in the 78 Asiad m Bangkok 
—the gold in the 800 metres and the 
silver in the 4 X 400 relay. 

"Do these figures speak for them 
selves ? Up to the end of last year, 
I was ronsidered fit to represent the 
rnuntiy To tell you fraokly, the 
only open meet in which I particl' 
pated in the country was in the 
Chandigarh Open three years ago. 
And I was not included in the list of 
80 probables after the Jamshedpur 


Open this time (held in early 
March) I was present both at the 
Hyderabad Nationals and in Jam¬ 
shedpur, although I couldn’t actually 
partiapatc because I hadn’t recover¬ 
ed fully. 

"Now what do I do’ I’m certain 
ly not giving up. I’ll try till the 
end. F.ven if I don’t go to Japan, 

Sriram : In my 
regiment / have¬ 
n't got a pro¬ 
motion for quite 
some time. I've 
been a Naik 
Subedar for 
over four years 
now. 

I’ll train for the Pre-Olympics. And 
if I can get a transfer to Hyderabad, 
I am suie I can do even better than 
any time in the past.’’ 

“I will tell you this, I am always 
realistic about myself. I have decid¬ 
ed to retire after the Moscow Olym¬ 


pics. That means I have just one 
year of an athletics career left. I 
am going to give it everything I have 
got. I am going to go flat out. And 
I am sure 1 can achieve something 
spectacular. 1 need the right frame 
of mind.’’ 

“I’ve tackled my ailment. I know 
what to do to overcome that during 
training and during actual meeti 
That is’not my chief worry. What 
I am concerned about is the attitude 
of the AAFI. If they allow me to 
get on with my practice, I am pre¬ 
pared to forget the Asian Open and 
concentrate on the Pre-Olympics. 

Sriram: / am 
not finished. 
Not by a long 
shot. You see. / 
love athletics. 

<tt AM NOT FINISHED. NOT BY 
A a long shot. One can do a lot 
in one year. All I want is that 
when 1 retire, I can say to myself 
that I have done my best, that I have 




The feud at 
the root 

A ccording ro informed 

sources, the entire Sriram 
Singh episode arose out of a long¬ 
standing feud between AAFI Se¬ 
cretary, Col. Kripal Singh and 
coach Mohammad Ilyas Babar. The 
sensation that Mr Babar created 
with the nurturing of India’s grea- 
tcst-cver athlete Sriram Singh, was 
not taken very kindly in some 
quarters. To make matters worse, 
Mr Babar, always a very outspo¬ 
ken man, has often rubbed offi¬ 
cialdom the wrong way. An addi¬ 
tional factor is that Mr Babar does 



Ilyas Babar —loo outspoken'' 


not hanker after foreign trips, 
which allows him to maintain a 
measure of independence. *The re¬ 
sult? Ilyas Babar may not be pn^ 
moted as a Grade II coach. 

The latest dispute arose over the 
statement Mr Babar made during 
the awards ceremony for outstan¬ 
ding sportsmen and women conduc¬ 
ted by the Chandigarh Sports Jour¬ 
nalists Association. Mr Babar had 
been invited there along with Sri¬ 
ram Singh as a special guest. Mr 
Babar told reporters that CoL Kri¬ 
pal Singh’s statement on Sriram 
Singh—“He (Sriram) will not be 
admitted to the Patiala coaching 
camp being conducted for the 
Asian Track and Field Meet in 
Japan”—^was ii responsible. 

When I met Mr Babar in Patiala, 
he said his statement was not as 
strongly worded as it was made 
out to be, but^ he reiterated that 
the AAFI decision to debar Sriram 
was bad. “Tell me, if Gavaskar 
was injured or unwell and did 
not report to a selection camp— 
would he be prevented from ente¬ 
ring the team? The Cricket Board 
would not La foolish enough to do 
such a thing That i$ why I said 
this ” 

But Col. Kripal Singh did not 
take kindly to the remarks. Nor 
did many of the other AAFI ofb- 
nals. Their main contention was 
that Mr Babar was a Government 
employee He should not make 
stalonients like this. The more cri¬ 
tical of them told me that Mr 
Odbar was not, after all, so good 
a coach that people should hang 
on to his every woid. “He has pro¬ 
duced only one athlete—Sriram. A 
good coach is one who can mould 



Col. Kripal Singh—Bent on holding 
Babaris promotion? 

the careers of several athtetes at a 
time—take their individual talents 
and requirements and prescribe 
the doses that would lead to these 
sportsmen reaching great heights, 
not only in India but in iiiten- 
nalionai competition as well” This 
was the comment of one indivklnal 
close to the AAFI top brass. 

However, that may be, what is 
undeniable is that despite the ton¬ 
ing down of his statement, Mr 
Babar is now in hot waters. It is 
learnt that AAFI ofilcialdoffl is 
planning to take this up with the 
Government and thus block the 
coach’s' promotion. 

At the time of writing, no deri¬ 
sion had been taken in this regard. 
But the issue is likely to be settled 
by the end of May—or ovem oar- 
her: 

A S. 




S pen my best to the country. 

ereafter, maybe I will take up 
coaching myself. You see, I love 
athletics.’' 

The question of whether Sriram is 
flushed or not ,does not, in the ulti* 
mate ana^sis, arise at all. Sriram 
is one athfete who can stage a come- 
tadc—more strongly then evhn be¬ 
fore. He has the wherewithal to rise 
to an occasion and fight against him¬ 
self to breast the tape first Sriram 
actually has more than a year of 
running in him. If he chooses to 
retire in mid-lSBO, it is only because 
he wishes to bow out while still at 
the pinnacle of glory. 

AAFI race 
for loaves 
& fishes 

A s IN SEVERAL NATIONAL FE- 
derations, there are several ske¬ 
letons in the AAFI cupboard. And, in 
the perspective of the 1982 Asian 
Games, the entire issue of the elec¬ 
tions take on an intri^bing hue. A 
growing opposition within the pre¬ 
sent set-up is beginning to take up 
the cudgels against what it terms the 
"Kripal Singh clique” which is sup¬ 
posedly hindering the development 
of the discipline in the country. 

The opposition’s guns are trained 
on the President of the AAFI, Mr 
Buta Singh, and the Secretary Col. 
Kripal Singh. Hiey maintain that both 
of them have no locus standi in the 
AAFI now. They recall that Mr Buta 
Singh had -been nominated by the 
Raimay Sports Control Board while 
he was Minister of State for Rail¬ 
ways under the last Government. But 
when the Janata came to power, he 
automaticall.v lost his RSCB connec¬ 
tion. When Buta Singh declared his 
intention of retaining the post, some 
opposition members demanded lo 
know which association he represen¬ 
ted. Ultimately, several hurried par¬ 
leys later, Punjab offered to nominate 
him, thus allowing him to just sciape 
through. 

Now it is contended that Col. Kripal 
Singh also has no “base". As a Colonel 
in the Army, Kripal Singh came into 
the AAFI through the Services Sports 
Control Board. But he is retired now 
and therefore does not have the back¬ 
ing of any association. “A man of 
integrity should resign from a post the 
moment he loses the ‘backing’ that 
is essential for electibn to such an 
important post. Why isn’t Col. Kripal 
Singh doing so?” they ask. 


T he opposition—WHICH can- 

not be named at the moment, 
because the men behind it say it is 
still embryonic and time will be nee¬ 


ded to forge the difivrent forces toge¬ 
ther (according to some of them)— 
feels that Col. Singh cannot affoid 
to come out dnd face a fresh trial of 
strength. “Is it because Col. Kripal 
cannot hope for nomination from even 
bis home Stale that he is not prepa¬ 
ring l)ie ground for fresh elections?” 
these people ask. 

How else does one explain the 
flouting by the present set of offidals 
of not only the AAFI constitution 
with regard to elections, but the AICS 
directive with regard to the holding 
of oflice’ In fact, it is said that the 
la«.t Honorary Secretary, Mr L. R, 
Khanna, gave up the job in diuiist. 
He left office two years ago. Sint* 
then, there has been no move at all 
fur elections. 

One of the main points the oppo¬ 
sition grudges is the “Punjabi cli¬ 
que" in the .athletics body. Regio¬ 
nalism has been decried by one and 
nil, but very few have acted positi- 
lively to weed it out Some of the 
moi e vociferous opponents to tbe 
present “regime” allege that there 
was a move in 1977 to get all offices 
of importance for Sikhs. They wan¬ 
ted to begin at the top, with a 
ceparate Union Sports Ministry to 
be headt'd by one of “their” people 
and .work their way downwards 
through every section of the AAFI. 
In this regard, they view with con¬ 
cern Mr Pratap Chunder C%under’s 
lecent statement that each State 
should try and “adopt” a game. It 
this ever comes about, the natural 
consequence will be an overwhel¬ 
ming crowding in office of people 
from the State that takes up a par- 
ticulai sport 

The opposition that is taking shape 
now will have forces mainly from 
the Western and Southern regions of 
India giouping together, with a small 
measutc oi support from the East. 
But sports politics being what it is, 
there eveiy possibility of a great 
swing in favout of this group once it 
emeiges as a strong power, because 
the petty legional bosses would ‘then 
be living desperately to net the 
fishes and loaves of office. 

AAFI elections have not been held 
since 1977. Each time, the present 
officials have come up with different 
excuses When I asked Col. Kripal 
Singh when the 1978 elections would 
take place, he started mutnbling and 
was saved by Bengal’s representative 
in the AAFI, Mr Arun Kumar Baner- 
jee He quickly put a parochial arm 
round my shoukler and said; “I’ll 
tell you later. I’m going to Patiala 
(we were talking in Delhi)—^we’Il sit 
down there and I'll explain the whole 
situation to you.” 

Obviouslv, a lot of explaining had 
to be done, considering that the AAFI 
was caught on the wrong foot. But it 
was also true that no cogent reasons 
could have been given, because Mr 
Banerjce did not show up in Patiala 
until much later! 

A nd what is the present 

group in power doing? 


llte offldals have already otartnd 
fishing for support from the varioii# 
AAFI units. It is learnt that, alreadyt 
the Pune wing is solid^ behind t&t 
the present set, although Mabaraditra 
as a whole will surely go over to the 
“pro-changers” group. The “^equis^ 
tionists" of 1977, who had trijM to 
catch Mr Buta Singh off his base, ao 
to speak, had fouira themselves ont- 
numbered because their own ranks 
had been infiltrated into and divided 
by the group in power. Mr Bute Sinih 
finally got in through the good oB> 
ces of Punjab’s Mr Umrao Singh. 

Col. Kripal Singh hopes to stay In 
power in tne same way. It is alleged 
in some quarters that one way ot 
rallying forces and winnina.over the 
“pro-changers” is by distributing tic¬ 
kets to foreign countries. Thanks to 
the liberalisation of tours abroad by 
sportsmen, athletes are participating 
in international meets mudi mme 
often than ever in the past. It is.ve» 
easy to send two or three omdais 
from the disgruntled groups as offl¬ 
dals or technical delegates or what- 
ever—as long as they agree to forget 
their aggressive attitude of the past. 

A very intriguing development this 
time—over the contingent for tho 
Asian Athletics Meet In Japan—is the 
presence of an offidal from an athle¬ 
tically unimportant State. He was 
feted and a veritable red carpet was 
laid out so that he was ‘'comfm^ 
table”. It so happened that aome of 
his wards were in the running for 
berths in the s^ad to Tokyo. Reali¬ 
sing^ that the omdais were following 
a policy of appeasement with him, 
he gradually upped his demanda— 
from the hiere Indusion of bis prote¬ 
ges to that of his own, as an ofndall 

The feverish bargaining by this 
individual only reflects the sense of 
urgency that the present offidals feel 
The attitude towards Sriram Singh 
fits in only when one considers the 
decision in the light of the in-fighting 
that is now on. It is expected that 
the marginal cases—people whose 
actions are not motivated bv poUtics 
—will also be dealt with in a similair 
manner. One case in point Is national 
selector Ranjit Bhatia. The bespecta¬ 
cled profe.ssor has had nothing to do 
with poUtics. But strangely, he has 
often found himself left in the dark 
about certaiu selection trials. So has 
Mr Lakshmanan—though his is a 
different story. 

But why this belated activity. What 
was the AAFI doing since 1977? 
Elections should have been held 
around May last year, but twelve 
months have rolled by and no pro¬ 
gress has been made in that sphere. 
Insiders believe that whatever the 
procedure adopted by the present 
group, it will not be able to stay 
in power till 1982—when the Asiad 
comes back to India after 31 years. 

Quo Vadis, Col. Kripal Singh? 


A S 



News: National 


PERTH POSTMORTEM 

Who 
ordered 
premature 
selection ? 

T he postmortem on jndia'S 

showmq at the Perth hockey in- 
tcmational canlinuei. And at the 
hoi tom of tt all seenii to be that un 
c> peeled 1 ebtuary deciiion of the 
IHT la ‘, 1 ‘lrrt the probables even 
the Nationals Wht/ was that 
unusual (unwne^) deftswn taken^ 

7 hert ii as no answer to this until 
I I'slip {lotidius manager of the team, 
said in Hi/dnahad that U was done 
on the instiudiani of the AICS 

thus it was lhat the AICS, m par- 
tifular and the Coremment, m 
qencial vas mad< the vilUnn of the 
pieie tiiitil the Minisicr of State for 
IdiuaUim Mr Dhanna Stngh GuU 
shall dulaud leeenlly that the Go¬ 
vernment had never issued anu such 
duet I we to the Indian Hotkey Fede- 
latien 

It was all geitmq cunoser D 
R \IJl 1 niPt Ml Gulshan tn Delh$ and 
SI BH \SH SARCAR met IHF Secre¬ 
tary. Mr Dayahtssen, and Mr Clau¬ 
dius in (aliutha and lepoited 

M r GUI SHAN WAS CATEGORI- 
c.il Iht‘ Govf*rnnifnt dt no stage 
had dskt'd the Indian Hockey Fede¬ 
ration to 'loleit the probables for the 
Penh International Hockey Tourna 
nieiit befoie oni own National cham¬ 
pionship was held, neither did it 
approve of sinh a step "After it 
was tlaimetl that the Government or 
the All India Sports Council had 
due tied the IHF to do the selection 
wc'll in advance of the Nationals, offi- 
(lals of mv Ministry lost no time to 
issue a contradiction,” he said 

WoMietl "like a good Indian" at 
the sleep decline in Indian hori«ev 
stundiids Ml Gulshin blamed uie 
evil of ‘ legionalisin' for the trouble; 
afflicting the game "I want no regio¬ 
nalism in hucki*\ Tlieie is no plate 
foi It Lven if all the best plavers 
belonged to one single village th'y 
should be scletted Wheievei they 
miglil toiii'’ fiom Punjab or Naga- 
bud, the word India will be insciibcd 
on then leiscjs" 

Mr GuMiin said, unfoilvnatelv, 
Indian hot'.tv was not tite of regio¬ 
nalism The pi nr IS arc beebam (un¬ 
easy) and s mmering vith discontent. 


He deplored the polity of the IHF to 
discard plaveis on the bahana (ex¬ 
cuse) of being "overage" "Before a 
player is retiied, the replacements 
should be leadv Unforlunatelj, this 
was not so ” 

Being the Minister in charge of 
Sports, did he have any solution in 
mind' "The entire nation wants hoc 
key to be restoied to its old gloiy 
Even the Prime Minister has said so 
But the Government cannot do any¬ 
thing in the matter of the control of 
the game It cannot interlerc Auto¬ 
nomy IS the big hurdle ” 

As foi aid, the Government was not 
lagging behind The diet allowance 
had been inci eased from Rs 12 to 
Rs 16.50 s day The Government was 
doing eveiything it could for the 
plaveis It had also provided funds 
to help the players go to Australia 
well in advance and acclimatise 
themselves to the conditions theie 
Blit he felt that the team was in¬ 
adequately coarbed He also could not 
undeistand why Bangalore was chosen 
as vinue ot the coaching camp 

TPHr IHF SFCRFTARY MR DA'VA 
kissen con okurated what Mr 
Gulshan said that at no time had the 
federation leceived any Government 


directive to .select the probables tor 
Perth befoie the hockey Nationals. 
"We have been misquoted by the 
Piess We renived no such instiuc 
tion And any wav the IHF will not 
toleiate outside interteiencc not take 
anv orders regarding selection,” he 
said 

Then, wh) was the list of probables 
announred before the Nationals^ Mr 
Davakissen said “The reason was 
lhat there was veiy little time left 
for the Esanda Cup competition We 
weie not sure whether holding the 
Nationals at Hvdeiabad scheduled 
fiom lebruary 15 was going to be 
feasible since Hvdeiabad was busy 
with staging the 25th National Games 
And oui tcais pioved tiue because 
even the National Games started on 
February 18 This unrertamjy messed 
•up things What I don t understand is 
why the criticism started only attei 
the Nationals had begun whv not 
befoie that’'' 

Leslie Claudius manager of the 
team too agreed that what Mi Gul 
shan said was coiiTC't Howevei le 
gaiding Ml Giilshan’s statement on 
regionalism in Indian hockey C lau 
dius said ‘ Then i is no sue h thing 
as regionalism in the mattei of 
selection It is unfo.tun-iti that the 
Union Ministci ot ‘-tate tot Fdiica 
tion IS bunging up such an issue It 
IS baseless If these thing- aie pieva 
1< nl in Indnn huck<v thin it is his 
duty to loot it (lilt ' riiiutiiis sail 


Chinna: 

Confusedi 

surprised 

ftflTE ARE CONFUSED AND 

If surpnsed," the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India Presi¬ 
dent, Mr Chinnaswamy told 
Sportsworltt in Bangalore when 
asked to comment on the proposed 
cricket carnival m Australia in¬ 
stead of the Indian tour down un¬ 
der this year. 

"It is only from the Press re¬ 
ports that 1 have come* to know 
that such a carmval is planned; 
we have nt received any commu 
mcation from the Australian Cri¬ 
cket Board. This indeed is a sur¬ 
prise to us. 

"We have already chalked out 
our programme for the coming 
season and if the Press reports 
turn out- to be true then it will 
seriously upset our programme. 
Anyway, if we receive any com¬ 
munication from our counterparts 
in Australia we will discuss the 
issue in the Board meeting at Oota- 
camund. If the Indian tour is can¬ 
celled tiien the Working Committee 


will decide what stand is to be 
taken by the Board at the Impe 
rial Cricket Conference meeting at 
London which 1 and Mi Ghulam 
Ahmed will attend." 



About Packer’s World Series 
Cricket being wound up, Mr 
Chinnaswamy said *T told you 
earlier that it would be over 
shortly and that (is what) happen¬ 
ed. The trouble was on TV rights, 
end we were made to carry the 
Australian baby. Mr Packer has 
won the rights to screen cricket on 
his Channel 9 and he is no more 
interested in staging cricket. That 
could he the reason he has asked 
the -Australian Board to hold ca^ 
nival matches. Most of the WSC 
players are still under contract 
and as such they will be left idle. 
All the money that will flow from 
the proposed carnival will now go 
to the Australian Board." 

OUR CORRESPONDENT in BanfliSain 



How 

Pakistan 

prepares 

SURAJIT SEN 

F THE 1972 MUNICH OLYM- 
pics, hockey champion Pakis¬ 
tan was dethroned by nosts West 
Germany. The defeat created a 
furore in Pakistan. Ibe conduct of 
some senior Pakistani players was 
questioned by the International 
Hockey Federation which led to 
their being banned from participa¬ 
ting in further tournament. Subse¬ 
quently, these players could not 
take part in the 1973 second World 
Cup held at Amsterdam and Pakis¬ 
tan failed to retain their title. 
Then, again, at the Kuala Lumpur 
World Cup, Pakistan lost to liraia 
in the final. The entire Pakistan 
Hotkey Federation was overhauled 
and Air Marshal (retd) Nur Khan 
was given full powers m the PHF 
In the 1976 Montreal Olympics, a 
short-tampered team, although su¬ 
perior to their opponents, Austra¬ 
lia, lost their crucial semi-final 
match. 

Through hard work and strict 
discipline, a new base was then 
created by Air Marshal Nur Khan. 
And what was his secret formula? 
As the Air Marshal told me in 
Buenos Aires: "There is no sub¬ 
stitute for team work. If there are 
stars or even one star, it breaks 
the cohesiveness of the team. It 
must always be remembered that 
hockey is a team game. No sports¬ 
man can be great unless he has the 
basic qualities of humility and 
discipline.” How true his words 
were. Take the example of Samiu- 
llah and Akbtar Rasool, two worM 
class players, whose humility and 
dkeipune, more than their ability 
would put to shaine some of our 
prima donnas. 

During the recent Perth Inter¬ 
national Hockey Tournament, I 
spoke to A.I.S. Dara, senior F.I.H. 
Vice-President, about hockey in 
the subcontinent. Mr Dara said: 
“I felt very sad for India. After 
all you must remember that when 
I played hockey I played for un¬ 
divided India and. therefore, I 
still have a lot of sentiments for 
your country. It is very strange 
that there is no senior IHF official 
present at this tournament to look 
after India’s interest. The third 
goal that was scored against India 
by Australia was a present by the 
New Zealand umpire to the host 
country.” Mr Dara felt that if a 
strong representative olf )ihc Indian 



Abdul Hatitf Khan gamg for a goal despite the efforts of the Thai 
goalkeeper — hard work and disciplme triumphs 


Hockey Federation who carried 
weight with the F1H and the orga¬ 
nising committee of the Esanda 
Cup, bad been present India’s in¬ 
terest might have been safeguar¬ 
ded. Mr Dara felt about this so 
strongly that he lodged a verbal 
prote.st with Mr Rene Frank, the 
President of the FIH, that such 
partial umpiring was bad for hoc¬ 
key. 

A nd HOW HAD PAKISTAN 
prepared for the tournament? 
Said Mr Dara* “The Air Marshal, 
Brig. Atif and I are present to 
safeguard,the interest of the Pakis¬ 
tan hockey team and of our coun¬ 
try. When we arrived at Perth we 
sdentifically examined the Astro¬ 
turf. We heard that special boots 
would be required to play effec¬ 
tively on it and we found that this 
was true. The hockey boots we 
had brought did not .suit the Astro 
turf. We therefore, immediately 
replaced the shoes with suitable 
ones. 

“We also found that our boys 
were getting physically tired on 
this synthetic field and immediate 
remedial steps were necessary to 
overcome this physical strain. The 
answer to this problem was a 
sauna bath. And .sauna baths arc 
expensive in Australia However, 


since this was essential sauna 
baths were made available to the 
boys and they were made to take 
sufficient rest after the baths to 
be in top physical condition when 
they played their crucial matches 
luainst teams like New Zealand, 
Holland and Australia. The results 
you have seen tor yourself.” 

Commenting on the training 
programme before coming to Perth, 
Mr Dara said that at the training 
camp all top hockey players inclu¬ 
ding those who had retired like 
former skipper Islauddin and 
Shahnaz were present. They play¬ 
ed with the boys, taught them aU 
the tricks of the trade of the game 
and what playing for a team 
meant. There was strict discipline 
in the camp. Discussions were 
held on how to encounter-attack 
by showing them the video tapes. 

Particular attention was paid to 
penalty corners “We found that a 
minimum time of 1.8 seconds is 
taken to hit the ball by the striker 
It was, therefore, imperative that 
those behind the goal had to react 
faster than that, 'this took a lot of 
hard woik to achieve. We also 
gave extensive training to our 
P'-naltv pusher, the stopper and 
the striker ” 

Nu wonder Pakistan won. 


It 


AP 



FEDERATION CUP 

Dempo 

toppled 

again 

Fix : Nikhil Bhattacharya 

MOST FANCIED TEAM IN 
A the third Federation Cup Foot¬ 
ball Tournament in the absence of 
the Calcutta teams, Dempo Sports 
Club of Goa failed to go beyond the 
first stage. 

Perhaps, had Dempo the oppor¬ 
tunity to find their feet against a 
week opponent in their first match 
they might have played up to expec¬ 
tations. Put the withdrawal of Shi- 



C. D. Francis of Premier Tyres—a 
double hol trick against Young Phy- 
sique. 


Hong XI due to the feared law and 
order situation following the fall of 
the Meghalaya government ruled out 
its possibility. Dempo’s thus lost 
more than the chance to build up a 
sizeable goal difference. They lost 
the chance to build up the confidence 
that comes from a comfortable vic¬ 
tory. Because Shillong XI cried off, , 
Dempo had their first match in the 
strong Group 2 against Border Secu¬ 
rity Force, for whom it was the last 
In the group. 

Normally, the ball skills of the 
holders of the Bandodkar Gold Cup, 
the Nizam Gold Cup, the Rovers Cup 
and the Stafford Cup should have 
helped them get the better of a team 
that relies more on strength, speed 
and stamina. 

But on that day Dempo lacked 
the edge they are known to possess. 



/. Singh of Young Physique (left) and Poulose of Premier Tyres fight 
for the possession of the ball. ITI won <-3 

JTl goalie Jeeva Nandan collects the ball front the feet of Moni Kahui of 
Young Physique as Mohon .Kumar (ITI) looks on. ITI won 3 0. 







BSF were also encouraged to give of 
tlieir best through the knowledge 
that they had nothing much to lose 
as they had lost to Mafatlal Group 
three days earlier. 

Dempo began well, with inter¬ 
national Joseph Machado playing 
right on the heels of their three-man 
attack and probing the BSF defence. 
But the forwards lacked the mobi¬ 
lity and incisiveness they had shown 
in other tournaments. 

Dempo also perhaps were baffled 
by an unexpectedly good showing of 
their rivals. BSF pulled back Narin- 
der Gurun^, who normally plays on 
the left wing, into the centre of the 
midfield and presenting a strong 
front against the Dempo attacks. 

l%eir deep defence also curbed 
their tendency to move up or stray 
out of position. Thus they frustrated 
all the attempts of Dempo and goal¬ 
keeper Madan Mohan had hardly 
anything difficult to deal with. 

BSF display^ remarkable resolu¬ 
tion and staying power. This was 
evident by their surges late in the. 
game and by their third goal in the 
last minute through Balwinder Singh, 
who ran from his own half past a 
lone deep defender to take in his 
stride a long clearance and beat 
Eugenio with a carpet drive from in¬ 
side the penalty area. Narinder Gu- 
rung had scored the first goal before 
the interval from a free kick and 
Nand Kishore got the second. 

The heavy defeat at the hands of 
BSF weighed heavily on Dempo, who 
had to beat Mafatlal Group by a 
margin of at least throe goals to stay 
in the running for a quarter-final 

E lace. Their task was made harder 
y the Bombay team opening the 
scoring in the sixth minute through 
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Gilbertson Sangina (left) of Assam Police and Bimal Barua of Oil India 
in a tussle for the ball. OS India won 3 0. 


A scene of the gallery durmp a match between 
Premier Tvres andYoung Physique. Who is responsible 
for this AIFF or the Assam Foot ball /l.ssoctation ? 


The high denomination stands also had a vacant look 
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poiMBAt^. eocw^ cinr- 
V t>ck-^wk^ tf mctki^eie ^ 
ces wiu be.tlie vm^ fiir, the 
forthcei)^ Nttieiul «Kcer ctaiin* 
pionshipt for tbe tremi^ous Saa- 
fftsb TropliyT 

Asit tile ^ el Ui« AU- 
^iii foo&)m INideratioil end you 
win >iKl up in the f^reets of «»n« 
.fusion. Rocentlyj tiiree of the 
federation's office tieairers came up 
With the three contradicting vfe* 
nues. The ball was set rolling by 
the VlGe>Prcsi(k!nt of the federe. 
tion, Mr VittM- ^tiiM at Madras, 
he made it public that the federa¬ 
tion had given permission tp tbe 
Tamil Nadu Associattoa to stage 
the Nationals at Coimbatore. 

But this was not we. 

.the federation Prestdciti, Mr l . 
Amin. He sent a clarification from 
Gauhati that the federation was 
‘ttttware’ and surprised that Coim¬ 
batore was to be the venim. "No; 
decision has been taken with 
regard to the venue for the San- 
tosli Trophy. Kerala has come for* 
ward with an offer, but until they 
submit the accounts for the two 
Nationals they have coitdtictcd, 
the permission may not be given. 

I feel Orissa has a good chance of 
staging the Nationals.” 

How copld Mr VUtal keep mdet? 
Uc retorted from Madras: * 7 ,not. 
puzzled to say the least. We^hai^ 
received the official info^gt^ 
from the fitderation Seiifewy Ife 
Vijayarangam and 
on his letter ddten 
which has marly, sidd {ffint tito 
federation would allot tnd Natiib-. 
nais to Tamil Nadn, to he s^geii > 


"Subiemeatjy'I mht tfr 
rangsin and tfter that > cbeeito w 
As. IMdks. was aent to thn 
federhttoib^ 'Wid n# such I do not 

|V9M| . u OMM; v3^< TiW 

Nfd^. 

' to 'Ptopiinw Mw. Hie '’psp-v^'B^ldcs 
. coniMtltii^ As fir aa Tamu 
is miiBmtii.ym gotog ffiMid 
vtith tiw iliittg iiiilMa'^terudae. 
.Mated.”', „■ 

The nwln peraoti toi^ina^i ifr 
Vliayarangam, who bad kept quiet 
at last came out with a Marmca- 
tion and put paid to the ho|^ of 
both Orissa and Tamil Nadu. When 
Spurtsunirld asked hhn about the 
controversy, Mr Vijayarangam 
sMd: "I fail to see any contro¬ 
versy. As is the practice, the 
- federation issued circulars on 
April 12, asking the associa¬ 
tions to send in the applica-. 
thins if they desired to stage the 
Santosh Trophy aod the B. C. Roy 
Trophy for the juniors. It was 
made clear that the application 
would he scrutinised by the fede¬ 
ration and a decision would be 
taken only the end of the 
month. As far as I am concerned 
the viinuc is not decided." 

About lo affair Kerala the Secre¬ 
tary bad this to say: "Kerala 
have nibmitted the accounts for 
^ the 1975 Nationals and We have 
approved the audited accounts at 
the general body meeting held at 
Bombay the same year (Mr Amin, 
how did you miss this?), and with 
respect to the accounts of tbe 
32iid Nationals there is a court 
case pendiiig and as such Kerala 
have expressed their' inability to 
submit tiie accounts." 

Ctoarly, the AlFf hedds the 
Central Government as its model:' 
a clear case of too many cOpks. 
Why can't the President and the 
Vten-President leave it to the Se¬ 
cretary .to make the announcement 
to bn to tbh ' itorsMi best equipped 
to do ,« 0 T _.; . , 

OW^abiARESfONDENT, 


Rattan Thapa. They found tbe Mafat- 
lal defence as uncompromising as the 
BSF defence. Moreover, Mafatlal 
showed the confidence to bring the 
ball out of their half with measured 

S asses and even penetrate the Dempo 
efence. 

The speed of veteran Bbupinder 
Singh Rawat on the right wing and 
tais penchant for making a beeline for 
long through balls hit by his linkmen 
had Dempo in trouble and may have 
cost them more than a goal. Tbe 
entire Mafatlal team'revealed a com¬ 
posure that must have been unsett* 
ling to Dempo. For, every man in 
the Mafatlal team tried to make use 
of the ball, except for a brief spell 
in the first half when hasty miskicks 
suggested they may crack up. But 
this spell passed and never again 
were they found wanting. 

Alex Miranda got a fine goal to 
neutralise Rattan’s goal but soon 
after the interval Rattan put the 
finishing touch to another incisive 
move and put the pressure again on 
Dempo. The Goa team sought lo 
attara through their linkmen along 
the flanks. Herbert and Bahu Arolkar 
had more freedom than Machado in 
the middle but they could do little to 
beat a rival defence in which left 
bark Abdul Rahman and goalkeeper 
Victor Saldanha, who brought off 
three brilliant saves, were outstand- 
ing. It was only a lap.se of ten minutes 
from the end that caught the Mafat¬ 
lal deep defence flat footed and let 
Machado advance '•nd score from 
close. But the draw did Dempo littto 
good as they finished with three 
points, behind BSF with four and 
Mafatlal with five. 

Though without regulars Balakrish-. 
nan and Ilanuniantha in the centre, 
of their defence and Keith Swain in 
midfield, Mafatlal proved the masters 
of BSF. The 1-0 margin hardly reflec¬ 
ted their superiority. The injury to 
• Nand Kishore and his resultant poor 
show had its effect on BSF and the 
attack tended to be more of indivi¬ 
dual thrusts which gut them nowhere 
On the other hand, Ranjit Thapia 
conducted the Mafatlal attack with 
all the aplomb he reveals at his best. 
He rarely made a bad pass and was* 
always in tbe right place for a pass, 
besides providing the centre for Ra¬ 
ttan to head in the only goal. BSF's 
defenre had u trying time throughout 
the match. 

O RKAY MILLS HAVING WON 
their lie against Premier Tyres 
in their Group 4 league match quuli 
lied for the quartcr liiial.s. With this 
victory Orkoy Mills headed the group, 
sciunug live points, with tw6 win.s 
and a dr.iw. Piemier Tyres with two 
wins were jilaced .serond with four 
poinis. 

Picmicr Tyres, ITl and Orkay Mills 
won comfortably against Young Phy¬ 
sique of Manipur, with Premier’s 
C. D. Francis scoring two hat-tricks 
in their 7-3 victory. Young Physique 
lost to both JTl and Orkay by an 


identical margin, 0-3. 

ITl and Orkay drew 1-1 in a match 
in which neither team touched their 
best though the c!xchange.s wore 
kwn. The Bangalore champions could 
not show the nmstory in mid-field 
and the neat passing they are known 
fur and neither was little left-winger 
Rajashekhar prominent in attack. But 
their defence stood firm and goal¬ 
keeper Jeevenandan was brilliant. 
He saved at least four certain goals. 


Orkay, who found the equaliser 
late in the game through substitute 
Arthur Pereira, just could not click. 
Skipper Rosario Antao was di.sappoin- 
ting though he showed a willingness 
to cover a lot of ground. Bernard 
Pereira, the burly .striker, was not 
consistent. And. their deep defence, 
too, did nol;.shoW their usual .steadi¬ 
ness. 

Cauhali, May 15. 

A CORRESPONDENT 










Gurdev: 
He almost 
didn't 
make it 

L 'AFFAIRE GURDFV SINGH HAS 
srt a rf<oid but one that will not 
be the envv of any player or oiga 
nisation The 28 year old Punjab 
Polue sub inspertur and captain of 
the Indian football team to the 
Itaiigbuk Asiad had to move the 
courts to seek a it base fiom his 
seivite officials so that hi could act 
on the pledge he made to East 
Bengal f lub 1 he Punjab and 
Ilaiyani High Tourt after hiaiing 
both pailits deiieed that the 
funiab Police authorilits could not 
hold balk a person who had lesig 
led from his post 

It all began aftei the National 
Football (. hainpionship held in Cal 
rutta in Janiiaiy 1977 Iinpiessed by 
his stoic delenie of the Pun tab 
citadel as a stopper back i ast Bengal 
scouts approaihed him with a lucra 
bve offer Ho accepted with alacrity 
and duly sent in his application for 
an inter State transfri to the Puniab 
Football Association The PFA, in 
turn, foiwarded the lorm to the 
AilF 

That was in July 1978 In August 
Gurdev sent m his resignation to the 
Punjab Armed Polia, thr mgh his 
Sports Officer, DSP Rai Kumar, a 
lormer hockey Olympian Mr Raj 
Kumar, iii turn, reconiiiiended 
Curdev's release in bis note to the 
Lommandani who handed it over to 
the DIG <PAP) Ml Prakash Chand 
Raj Kumar had suggested that 
Gurdev be sent on deputation to the 
Calcutta or West ^ngal Armed 
Pobce, but this idea was dismissed 
IS impractical But the DIG iifurmed 
the East Bengal offiaal wha had gone 
over to negotiate the deal w ih 
Gurdev that the resignation would be 
accepted without any delav 

But, on the day Mr Praka-b Chand 
was to signify ius acceptance of the 
resignation, the Chandigarh daily 
newspapers earned statements made 
by Sports Minister Ohindsa and 
Deputy Director, Sports, Punjab Gov¬ 
ernment. larnail Singh Both com¬ 
plained thinugh the Press that 
ihinjabi footballers were being entic¬ 
ed away by Bengal They tiled the 
cases of Harjinder, Vlanut and 
Gurdev Singh The substance of the 
grievance was that Punjab was doing 
!b much for its players but play¬ 
ers were neither grateful nor did 
[he/ even want to stay on 


fused to sign. He seat the letter up 
to the Inspector-GeneraL When the 
East Bengal offiaal approached the 
latter, be was in for a shock said the 
Inspector-general “This is impossible. 
If I had my way, Pd also stop Har¬ 
jinder and Manj'it from going to 
Calcutta." All pleas fell on deaf ears 
—even when the official met the 
Chief Minister of the State. 

According to the East Bengal 
official, a period of trial for Cm dev 
started then and contmues *tbrougb 
April this year Immediatel/ after 
his return from the Baogknic Asian 
Games Gurdev was subjected to con¬ 
tinuing pressure lie was told to 
lepresent the police outfit in some 
tournaments but he refused 


More ihiportant—and certamlj far 
moie humiliating—be was told to 
icport to the Sports Officer every 
three hours, every day I his was to 
ensure that he did not base tbe 
police precincts or Jullundcr city 
itself Simultaneously according to 
the East Bengal official he was 
threatened with due conseiiuunce > if 
he persisted with his intenticn of 
‘‘deserting’ the PAP 



Finally at the end of his tether 
Cm dev filed a petition in the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court to the 
effect that his rights as defined in 
Article 19(1 )(g) of the Constitution 
of India—which granted permission 
to practice or carry on any profession, 
occupation business or trade—were 
being violated Mr Jawaharlal Gupta 
reputedly the most outstanding 
advocate practising at the high court 
and counsel lor Gurdev. contended 
that the respondents, the PAP and 
its ofiicei's were blodking the career 
of the player which was also viola 
tive of the Police Rule 1411 


Gurdev in his petition, stated that 
when he was a head constable (to 
which post he was promoted after be 
joined as a constable) of the PAP. 
he represented the country in foot 
ball He was then promoted to Sub- 
Inspectcn- in July, 1975 He was draw 
mg a gross salary of Rs B93 which, 
alter deductions, was whittled down 
to Rs 653 This, he said, was not 
enough to support bis wife, child and 
aged parents 


for his seeking better prospeete ebe 
where. Re had been offered several 
benefits by East Bengal Club, m 
addition to the promise of a job. 
which prompted him to sign for the 
club in preference to all the otber 
offers that he bad received. He 
alleged that the Commandant. 75th 
Battalion, PAP, JuUunder Canton¬ 
ment and other respondents were 
intentionally not accepting bis re¬ 
signation with the obhnue objective 
of forgoing him to play for the PAP 
team 

According to the Pobce Rules, two 
months’ notice is required to be given 
by a person intendmg to resign The 
PAP does not have speaal powers 
to refuse to accept such a resigna¬ 
tion contended tbe counsel for 
Gurdev 

According to the East Bengal 
official who was trying to help 
Gurdev rcahse hr dream of playing 
in Calcutta the stopperback was 
being subjected to a lot ot pressure 
Particularly harmful according to 
the official, was the “tiumped up” 
charge levelled by the PAP officers 
that Gurdev behaved badly with his 
team’s coach He was asked to show 
cause why dtsciphnary action should 
not be taken against the player But, 
It IS alleged Gurdev was not served 
proper notice about this charge 

The case came up before a Divi 
Sion Bench of the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court on March 
30 1979 It was put up for hearing 
on April 5 but that day being 
declared a holiday the respondents 
appeared the next day and sought 
adjournment Finally, after both 
written statements were filed, the 
hearing was fixed for Apiil 20 

q’*HlS CASE REMINDS ONE OF 
* the hectic activity that marked 
the arrival of Syed Nayeemuddin to 
play tor East Bengal m the mid 
Sixties The present developments 
bear strange resemblance to that of 
the voung Naycem who was then 
employed by the Andhra Pradesh 
Pobce. 

When Nayeem deoded to come 
over to Calcutta, there was a great 
hue and cry in his State The inspec¬ 
tor General of Pohee was persuaded 
to take up the matter He is report^ 
to have issued an arrest warrant in 
Nayeem’s name That order even re¬ 
ached Calcutta Naturally, there was 
great consternation in tbe East 
Bengal camp According to availabte 
reports now, Calcutta’s Pohee Com¬ 
missioner. Mr P K Sen, requested 
tbe Andhra IG to withdiaw the 
warrant and settle the matter ami¬ 
cably This was followed up by Mr 
Prafulla Chandra Sen, the West 
Bengal Chief Minister at the time, 
who contacted his Andhra counter' 
part, Mr Brahmananda Reddy. 
Nayeem was thus spared the wrath 
of Andbraites wily through the 
efforts of some of the highest digni¬ 
taries in West Bengal 


The DIG read the repoit and re- 


This was the main reason, he said. AFHJIT SEN, Calcutta 
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f nUXN LAIIA. WHO HAS 
vJ come over from Bhutan, 
spearheadeil tlm moves for 
his new team Bfaratri Sansha 
in their Bm leasne encoun¬ 
ter with Bengal Nagpur 
RaQwajr. Though his team 
hHtt bjr a aolitary goal, the 
nAway defenders panicked 
whenever “Mini” (a nick¬ 
name to denote tais size) 
moved up with the ball 
Lama mMe good use ttf his 
left foot Iwt seemed to be 
goafchy. Although he is 
agile and can <ipickly diange 
portions, he wastes a lot of 
time in attempting to bring 
the ball to his left foot One 
can discern a diade of 
Shyam Thapa in his manoeu¬ 
vres, but he has to go a long 
way to attain the latter's 



dfxtcnty. However, “Mini” 
IS a name that will beiome 
familiar and popular as the 
league goes on. 

O N THE FIRST DAY OP 
prartice. after their re¬ 
turn from the south Indian 
tournaments, only a few East 
Bengal players had turned 
up. Ine players present 
were Prasanto Banerjra (the 
new captain), CMamoy Chat- 
terjee, Bhaskac Gangull, 
Monoranjan Bhattacbarjee, 
Mitur Bone and Surajit Sen- 
gupta, with coach Arun 
Ghosh. They had to face an 
angry crowd which critidied 
flicm for their dismal 
formance in two outstaUon 
tournameots. While the rest 
were quiet, (hinmoy .said: 
“It was qp fault of ours.” 
Monoranjan clarified this by 
saying; “Our left positimi 
wu weak, and all the 
attada came from that 
aide.” WbUk goes to show 
that they are am aatisSed 
wl^ Hw performance of 
Ifothew, who M played ia 
that noalHim. Paresh Sdfo. 
the FooSaB Secretary 
duh who went as manager 
of the tMm for these lonr- 
namenli. aba sidd the stnK 
thfog Int fo a tfSerot way: 
**We really mhaed the aer- 
vioet flf S^aht Mhn, who 
tmU not partidpnie in those 


Maidan musings 


touraaments as he was in¬ 
disposed.” Satyajit Mitrt is 
the dub's fefl full-back. 


tviere seems to be a 

■- ladi of cohesion between 
the old players who had 
assisted East Bengal last 
year and those who have 
ioiimd from the different 
States this year. An out 
station player, who for ob- 
viow reasons prefers to re¬ 
main anonymous, said; 
”There is a Bmigali—non- 
Bengali feeUng running in 
the team, which affected our 
performance in the tourna¬ 


ments. I trill not say any¬ 
thing more.” IVhen Paresh 
Saba w« asked to darify this 
he said; *T don't think so.” 
But added; “Wliatever fee¬ 
ling there might have been. 
It is going away, since they 
ore now playing together for 
nil these days, (^adi Arun 
(mosh has pven an ultima- 
tom that if this kind of 
ttog happens, he will leave 
she team and the pla.vers will 
have to fend for tnemsclves.” 


D avid wiluams still 

remembers the sitter he 
missed in the semi-final in 


Command affair 


E astern command had the unique Dis¬ 
tinction of playing direc^ m the Divisioo I of 
the Calcutta foMhaU wague. Toey did not have to go 
ihraiigh the four divisions as is the rule. As a senior 
officer of the Eastern Command said: “We are an - 
army team and we were invited to play in the IMve 
sion I.” But Hus year they have landed uito some 
difficulty. 

The ball was set rolling when in a letter they 
informed the IFA that they would not be aUe to 
partiapate in Hie league owing to some unavoidable 
drcumslances. When tnc secielarv of the IFA, Asbuk 
Ghosh, was contacted he said - “We have not received 
any other ioformation regarding their non-partidpa- 
thm, and 1 am not in a position to tell you wh^ could 
be' the reason bi'hind tois.” The IFA sub rommittee 
dedded to place the issue before the (Soverning Body. 

The Govern'mg Body dedded that if a team failed 
to put up a side, it would not only lose toe match 
but forfmt two additional points earned by it The 
body also dtdM that S Eastern C^ommand dw not 
put up a side this year, they would be relegated to 
^ IKvisiMi II neat season. Their represenutivc toW 
the meeting that toey would reconsider their dea««n. 
but if they flay they would need mare time foi practKis 


When the array officer was toM about this he 
exdaSmed'.. ”1 have not heard about tois. But how 
can they do that, since we have been mvited to play 
in the local league, and we are treaM very well. 
Seven of our pLwers (Hectar, Rajan Gurang, C. B. 
Thapa, Ouradrabtowkir, Saidut Smito. Biswas ^ 
Naryan Thaito) it**’® Bren selected to represent toe 
Serwees' lean which is going abroad. We we not a 
professiwial dob Bke say. Mo^ Bagw, Bnst B^L 
bread and hrtter b H *v« M w 

players gn Ont. wt can stiU field a sMe hut what wil! 
be^ UK? No one will benefit by tout We Imiw 
torn we cawwt bw* Mdma Bagan or East Bengal, 
^cM they beat teams ftm otoer cwMiriesf 

wail Oe IPA atidt to Its dedsisa er nrftt tt 
to toe tehtoes of tot Etttem ComaiMd? tone 
can Mumer toB WD^ttow. 

tini toe.,tog* «f Mtototoi Etotoni Cemmaod bad 
fdiad to Tbeb totid m 

wm ipBNpi 


toe Stiffbrd Cup. Sijf 
David: “I am really 
that I missed the goal 
know that 1 caniurt hlaiRi 
am other player for toil) 
mus but it takes time fof 
e player to settle dowa Eif 
ene should not expect raw 
frran a player who gets ven 
little time to play in i 
matdL” 


PAST 
Cz the 


BENGAL PLAYEC 
their first match b 


Calcutta this season on Ma) 
11. All their outstation stin 
barring Gurdev were in thi 
team that played an exhild 
tion match betwren a Cal 
cutta XI, composed d 
plavers from different clubs 


When asked about his re 
action after their first gang 
in Calcutta with the red aw 
yellow jersey, Devraj. thi 
import from Karnataka saM; 
“It was just an exhibitiot 
match. I.,et the leagw 
begin." David was mo« 
communicative; “I am vet^ 
glad If I had not sbowi 
something, it would hav< 
affected me a lot The rrowti 
was good, and .vou can sa| 
that I was lucky to get i 
goal in the very first matcl 
I played for East Bengal it 
Calcutta.” David, in fact 
had scored the best amoai 
the five goals that East Ben 
gat put in The star of tot 
match, international Manji 
Singh, said: “it was a goM 
outing for me The pUyer; 
were replaied. then po.utiaiii 
were also shuffled to tes 
the team for the league. T|m 
crowd was really too mudi.' 
Harjinder had more or les 
the same thing to say “Tbi 
match went off well, but on 
should not forret that it was 
just an rxhibitiou tic.” 

M ANJIT SINGH ANl 
Harjinder Singh used ti 
sUy in the YMCA hostel ot 
Chowringbee before toej 
went to play in the So^ 
After their brief holiday ii 
Punjab, they returned to fini 
they had been shitted h 
Ballygu^e They did no 
take this lyiag down am 
tohf the foptbail secretary 
Paresh Saha, that they wan 
to go back to toeir old place 
“It was expensive at tin 
YMCA,” said the secretary 
But Manjit said “This plao 
is very inconvenient for m 
Yon see we cant stay so fai 
away from our seat of belhi 
worship. Ifs really special 
but it means about Rs. JJSl 
by taxi Don’t you think it’: 
too much-even for the bn 
food? So we've tWd toi 
secretary that we want to gi 
hade to central Cakattj 
When Gurdev comes, he i 
going 10 stay with ns too.” 
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Rosario 

Antao: 

I'm still 
learning 

UDEFORK WE TOOK THE FIELD 

MJ for the Rovers Cup quarter- 
iinitl against Mohun Bggan my one 
desire vvas to score at least one goal 
against the most powerful side in the 
country. 1 was. not exactly confident 
of doing so, because their defenu*. i’ 
one of the sounde.st with internation' 
als in every position except in the 
goal. Still, a desire is a desire. It was 
especially so for me as 1 had nran- 
aged to find the net agaiast almost all 
teams that 1 have played. 

“I was not very sore of success 
though. But a header of mine which 
was saved on the goailine by a Mo¬ 
hun Bagan defender—I am not cer¬ 
tain whether it was Shyamal Banerjeo 
or Compton Dutta—made me realise 
that what I was seeking was not im¬ 
possible. A little later when from 
almost a similar high ball I dashed 
in from the left and headed past my 
rivals into the goal I had not only a 
great sctuic of satisfaction but also 
began to believe more strongly that 
1 could score yet another goal. 

“The second goal further boosted 
my confidence and eventually 1 got a 
third which gave me the rare privi¬ 
lege of a hat-trick against this illus¬ 
trious club. I cannot explain how, 
but everything went well for me that 
day. As my coadt, Srinivas Salian, 
.aays, though I have figured on the 
laterers' list frequently my percentage 
of conversion from chances has never 
been so high. And if I have a choice 
1 would like this high percentage of 
conversion to come along in matches 
against the teams with an enviaWe 
reputation. You will appreciate that 
aense of achieving something when 
it is most vitaL” 

Thus did Rosario Joseph Antao, the 
Orkay Mills striker describe his role 
in Orkay Mills* scqsationa! 4-0 victory 
over Mohun Bagan last Mardb, a 
victory that not only avenged the 
reverses Orkay had suffered at the 
hands of MMum Bagan in the past' 
but also proved the stepping stone to 
their first ever entry into the final as 
their inspired mood carried them past 
Mafatlal Group in Uie semi-finaL 
Antao himself played a substantial 
part in Orkay defeating Mafatlal for 
the first time in three meetings last 
. .geason. 


The second of a family of three 
brother^ Rosario always had a con¬ 
suming passion for football. The only 
occasion when he subjugated this 
love was in 1977 urihen he was chosen 
for the Indian hnndhall team to tour 
Kuwait He was ^ only choke from 
Maharashtra. Eventually the team 
did not go and Antao, wiio is also the 
Maharashtra handball skipper, was 
somewhat disropointed that he had 
declined an offer from Mafatlal 
Group, who wanted him to Join them 
in time to play in the Bandodkar Cup 
in Goa. 

Antao did not Join Mafatlal But 
one of his colleagues from Pune XI 
that had played well in the Rovers 
Dip indirectly ted to his coming to 
play in Bombay. ‘'When I saw Nandu 
(Nand Kumar) come on TV during 
the Nadkarni Cup final assisting 
Mafatlal Group against Central Rail¬ 
way I also impulsively wished to play 
in a game that would be telecast. 
Thus It was that when Orkay Mills 
approached me after tiie Nadkarni 
Cup I jumped at the offer," said the 
tajl. well-built, bearded striker. (Inci¬ 
dentally Antao fulfilled this desire 
when the Rovers Cup final was tele¬ 
cast). 

The formci Pune XI captain did 
not find it easy to join any team 
away from home. “Mummy was very 
much against my going anywhere out 
of Pune—even to play for Pune XI 
in toiirnamcnts outside. As my elder 
te-cither is away in Kuwait as a motor 
mechanic, she wished to have both 
my younger brother Constance, who 
is with Income Tax and is the win¬ 
ner of the 5000 and 10,000 metres in 
the All-India Revenue Sports Meet, 
and me by her. 

“So whenever I had to go with the 
Pune XI to play in Bombay and the 
South she bad to be assured that I 
would be away only for a few days. 
Perhaps had 1 sought to go for an 
athletics meeting she would have 
been far less reluctant. What she 
feared was that I wouM get injured 
at football. Yes, I have attained fair 
amount of success in athletics, at 
Ornella’s High School, at Wadia Col¬ 
lege and for my first firm, Butkau 
Vtetf. 1 was the individual champion 
for four years ia the Industrial Games 
in Pune and helped my firm win the 
team championship for three of those 
years. JMIy BOO metres record of one 
minute, Sh scronds .still stands. 1 
also have wou the 1500 metres, the 
400 metres hurdles, the triple juiup 
and the javelin. 

“Athletics has helped me iu build¬ 
ing up my strength and stamina, 
great assets to my football career. 
But it never bad as much attraaion 
to me as football and plajring foot¬ 
ball in higher cbmpany. So you can 
imagine my delight at Orkay's offer. 
But my problem was how to get 
mummy’s permission. 1 had to de¬ 
ceive her at first into believing that 
1 was going to play and would be 
back in a few di^ By and by she 
got to know that I had joined Orkay 
Mills in Bombay and she reconciled 


herself to my being away. But abe 
made me promise that I would come 
to be with her at least one day in a 
week. That’s why I commute between 
Bombay and Pune once every week. 
We are rather attached to eaoi other, 
and I am happy that my employeis 
have allowed me to ke^ my word 
to my mother.’’ 

POMING TO BOMBAY, SAYS AN- 
V/ tao. has benefited him immen¬ 
sely. “1 am not talking of the’pub¬ 
licity that has followed my hat-trick 
against Mohun Bagan or my ending 
up as the top scorer with 17 goals in 
20 games in the Harwood League in 
roy very first season. Rather, it is to 
the guidanoe and help that 1 have 
had from my c»ach and colleagues to 
improve. 

“I had been taught all along to 
learn and better myself by my school 
principal. Father Fonseca Benjamin 
at Fatima Football Club, Murthy 
while with Pune XI and Jaffar, a 
NIS coach. Their teaching brought 
me to the notice of the Bombay clubs. 

“Bui it is at Orkay that I have had 
pointed out to me some bad faults 
in my game. The roach and my 
teammates do all that they can to 
help get rid of them. Thus, my coach, 
always pulls me up for turning with 
the ball into a rival or getting into 
poor positioii-s. Amarjit Singh, our 
fine left winger, in his characteristi¬ 
cally polite manner, often correct.^ 
me. 

"1 also hope that before long I 
achieve another ambition of mine. 
That is to play for Maharashtra in 
Hk* National Championship I was 
only a standbye for the .Srinagar 
Nt^tionals, which was held withir 
three or four months of my joining 
Orkay. So I atn optimistic.” 

Antao's willingness to run himself 
into the ground in the cause of bis. 
team is remarkable. He has a good 
stride and speed, which is not surpri¬ 
sing as he is an athlete. And he has 
the height and physique to be the 
twin striker to international Bernard 
Pereira. Antao is not as polished as 
Bernard as yet. But then he is not as 
experienced. His willingness to work 
and learn could take him far, and 
make him a striker to be feared both 
in the air and on the ground. 

Strange though it may sound, An- 
tao prefers to play as a half-back 
rather than as a striker. He has the 
energy and enthusiasm to cover a 
lot of ground and put in a lot of 
work. And this can be better satis¬ 
fied in a nudfteld role than up frooL 
“For Fatima FC, Budeau 'Wolf and 
Pune XI I was more of a half-back 
who came up to head in corners or 
moved into the attack when the team 
was in arrears. It is my successes in 
these forays that have prooiptcd my 
team officials to shift me into the 
attack. 1 am prepared to play Owre 
or u any position so long as I get a 
gmne.” 

A CORRESPONDENT 



Parminder 
Singh: 

The brainy 
footballer 

UVING RI»XJTTAL TO THE 
generally held telief that toot- 
ballers’ brains are in the wrong place 
is Parminder Singh. The young in¬ 
ternational wing half bad a fine aca¬ 
demical record, though bis dropping 
out of college after two years, with¬ 
out graduating may appear to give a 
wrong impression. At school he wa.s 
at the tup of the class and would 
have achieved a first class rating at 
Guru Nanak University but for bis 
joining Border Security Force in 
1976. He was but 19 then, and star¬ 
ted in the rank of an iirspector! 

The studious, good-looking Par- 
minder hails from a district that has 
not much of a tradition in football. 
But In- was attracted to the game 
and at Khalsa Higher Secondary 
School, Kurali, Rupar district, be was 
one of the brightest prospects. Soon 
he made the school team and the 
Hupac schools team for the inter- 
district championship, where he be¬ 
gan to be noticed as a player of 
above average skill. 

Parminder regrets that in our 
schooLs enough attention is not paid 
to proper coaching, for it is at this 
formative age that the right habits 
can be developed more easily. He. 
bad no hesitation in saving that he 
was one of the fortunate minority. 

“At school, we had a fine coach In 
Namnarain Singh. He taught me 
how to do the fundamentals correct¬ 
ly. I had much to learn. Indeed 1 
still have. But Mr. Namnarain Singh 
put me on the right path, and that 
is so essential to the development of 
a player.” 

Parminder’s acquisition of right 
habits continued in the State Si^rLs 
Schools, Jullundur, which he joined 
in 1972. “We are tested for a gene¬ 
ral physical fitness for the game we 
will be playing before adniLssion. 
Then we have the same curriculum 
as other schools, we practise under 
the eyes of a coach both in the morn¬ 
ings and evenings." 

“At the Sports School, we bad as 
coach Joginder Singh Walia, who bad 
done much to shape the early career 
of Inder Singh, I owe much to him. 

It was be who made me a duo-footed 
player, and if today I am not regard¬ 
ed as one who can use onl^ one foot 
it is larKly because of him. My 
debt to him is greater when 1 con¬ 
sider that I was not so pronounced 
a left-footer as Harjtnder Singh and 


«y phiy not so easity noticed as his. 
But my right was not on par with 
ray left. It was weak. 

‘Tb develop my right, coach Walia 
made me do extra training. He had 
me shooting against a wall. I was 
forbidden to use my left. Even for 
trapping or pushing the ball to my 
nght. It was a rigorous, very rigor¬ 
ous spell for three to four months 
before I gained a fair measure of 
fluency with my right. Yet in the 
games, my old wrong habits surfaced. 
It took me a lot of mental effort to 
remember and check these. Gradu¬ 
ally 1 came to use less and less of my 
left where I should be using right. 
In time I was as happy when the ball 
was on my right as when it was on 
my left.” 

While at the Sports School, Par- 
minder represented Punjab Schools in 
the Schools Gamr.s tournament at 
Imphal in 1972 and at Indore in 1973. 
The next year he joined Khalsa Col¬ 
lege and repre.sented Guru Nanak 
University, who finished as runners- 
up in the North Zone Universities 



tournament and fourth in the All- 
India Universities loumainent at 
Mvsoft. This was the only time that 
Parminder played in the Universities 
competition. 

“I was in Hoshiarpur for about 
four months. But I was not given 
the migration certificate and so had 
to go back to Khalsa College, Jul¬ 
lundur. Thus I missed selection for 
both Punjab and Guru Nanak Univer¬ 
sities. T never play^ for my college 
team again as I joined the BSF in 
1976.” 

W HILE PARMINDER HAD CAPl- 
talised on his Icft-footeducss on 
the wing for his school teams, he 
shifted inside to a striker's role at 
college. His college coach, Tarlocban 
Singh, fell he would fare better 
there. In his first year at Khalsa 
College he also earned his berth in 
the Punjab team for the Junior 
National at Krisbnagar. and in hi.s 
second year was clioscn the best 
sportsman of his college. 

Parminder’s progress was quicken¬ 


ed through the games and practice 
with the BSF even before he joined 
them. “1 cannot readily tell yon of 
any particular player who influenced 
me at this stdge of my career, though 
I had the opportunity to watch at 
close quarters Manjit Singh, Harjin- 
dcr Singh and Ravinder Singh, who 
is still with BSF. By and large I 
believe one cannot change his natural 
.style, cannot become a copy of some¬ 
one else. But one can and must do 
all that i.s necessary lo improve 
onc.s own level of skills and fitness. 

*T am lucky that at the Slate Sports 
School I had trained both mornings 
and evenings, and this habit I carried 
on into coilegr' and into senior club 
football. This has been a big advan¬ 
tage to me, for at college the team 
trained only in the evenings. I uti- 
li.scd the mornings for .strenuous in¬ 
dividual practice, iitiproviug my ball 
control and other skills.” 

Parminder impressed the selectors 
by his showing at the, Krisbnagar 
Junior National and he was called 
for the camp and finally chosen for 
the India II .side for the Asian Youth 
Champoinship of 1975 held in Kuwait. 
He kept his place in the team the 
next year at Bangkok. Though he 
was eligible next year also, he 
couldn't go because the A.sian Foot- ’ 
ball ConR'deration ruling limits a 
player to two Asian Youth tourna¬ 
ments. 

Since playing for the Indian Youth 
team he has revealed greater poten¬ 
tial as a linkman. All the coaches, 
Jarnail Siugh, Arun Ghosh and Abdus 
Salam, have used him in that posi¬ 
tion. Hi.s .senior National coiour.s— 
he has played in the Jahsan Cup in 
Kabul in 1976 and 1977. the Mvrdeka 
in Kuala Lumpur in 1976—also have 
been in that position. So has been 
his place in the Punjab side in the 
Sanlasli Trophy the last three years 
at Patna. Calcutta and Srinagar. His 
coach at his present club, JCT Mills. 
Gurcharau Siugh Virk, also cunfiruis 
tins. 

“Parminder has plenty of .st.'imina, 
I'lnd ccn cover a lot at ground. He is 
two-footed, can shoot very well. He 
has the intelligence to read the game. 
But he has one sbortroming. The 
skill of close dribbling that a striker 
or winger often needs he has still to 
master. He i.s doing hi.s best lo 
acquire that. As of the prr.sent this 
deficiency will not be tell so muth 
in midfield and when he overcomes 
that he will be a .still better mid¬ 
field player. He would become, a.s a 
result, much more proficient. 

“And I am sui'e that the day when 
he becomes a more complete player 
is not far off. Maybe a year or two. 
He is young—he .is only 22—-has the 
fine build—five foot nine and a half 
and a 69 kgs—to mature into a 
player who ran take on his shoulders 
the task of inspiring and guiding the 
rest lo the heights.” 

A CORRESPONDENT 
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‘It’s the bestest drink!* 



« Layors of happiness 
I RAINBOW TREAT 

t Pour prepared lime jelly into individual long glasses till 
; half full. Let it set in the fridge. Then add a little thick 
« custard in each glass. Empty 2 bottles Gold Spot in 
' ice-trays and let it harden in fridge. When set, remove 
: and crush into bits. Just before serving top each glass 
t vvith the crushed Gold Spot ice. 

Looks too good to eat! 

KEEP GOLD SPOT STOCKED AT HOME. 

UNE,XP£CTED GUESTS DROP IN ANYTIME! 





^Id Spot, The taste goes to your smile. 


Creative Unit 34^ 
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THOMAS CUP PREVIEW 

Won't be 
easy for 
Danes 

DIPU GHOSH 

T he badminton squad was 

the best in basketball at the 
Netaji Subhas National Institute of 
Sports, Patiala. They could also take 
on all comers in bridge. But they 
found it far more difficult to condi¬ 
tion themselves to the ask of facing 
Denmark in the Thomas Cup semi¬ 
finals, scheduled in Jakarta on May 
26-27. They were in Patiala for the 
final plase of their preparation for 
the gruelling competition. 

And yet, when I returned with the 
team after our inspiring wfn over 
Mahiysia in Kuala Lumpur, I tho¬ 
ught we had 60 per cent chance of 
downing Denmark. We had it all 
chalked out. The players would 
pack their bags from KL and move 
over to Europe and keep themselves 
in trim through that circuit. The 
match practice there — particularly 
the tough competition that they were 
expected to face—would have serv¬ 
ed them in good stead. 


diately after the confrontation with 
Malaysia in the Thomas Cup quartei- 
finals. Excruciating pain forced him 
out of the final of a competition 
in Penang while he was leading. 
But the worst was to come later— 
and at the most inopportune mo¬ 
ment. Prakash’s bid for the All- 
England title-—symbol of world su¬ 
premacy-ended with the pain start¬ 
ing all over again. 

He had to opt out of the competi¬ 
tion and specialist doctors in Britain 
diagnosed the trouble as a bruised 
heel with a blood clot. He was asked 
to take complete rest for three 
months. That meant he would have 
been out of the Thomas Cup semi¬ 
final, a situation India could not 
face because without Prakash there 
was no sense in sending a team at 
all.. Anyway, he took rest from 
March 27 to April 30. But his injury 
still pains him and I really don’t 
know what we are going to do. 

Originally, I had planned , that 
Prakash would be the first singles 
player, while Mody and Ganguly or 
Pawar would take the other two 
berths. In the doubles, Padukonc 
and Pa’war would form the first pair, 
followed W cither Sanjay Sharma ,or 
Gandhc with Partho Ganguly. But 
now, with Prakash’s fitnes in ques¬ 
tion, there has to be a reshuffling. 
The final set-up will have to be de¬ 
cided with the conditions of the 
stadium and the shuttles that we 
find in Jakarta. I will have to change 


Instead, I was faced with an in¬ 
jured Prakash, an out-of-forra Mody 
who couldn't make the trip because 
he had a Board examination and the 
rest of the crew trying to improve 
themselves. 

Despite all this, I thought we 
would get the players back in trim. 
The Badminton Association of India 
had fixed a month-long camp at 
Patiala from April IG to May 15. If 
we had a full month, a lot could 
have been expected from this squad. 
Mody, who had forgotten his racket 
fur a month and a half during his 
examination, arrived an April 20. 
Prakash came on April 22, but only 
to help-select the team. He began 
practising only from April 30. Final¬ 
ly. we got together a six-member 
squad on April 22—Prakash Padu- 
kone, Syed Mody, Partho Ganguly, 
Uday Pawar, Pradeep Gandhe and 
Sanjay Sharma. Leroy D’Sa of the 
nailwa.vs was.kept as stand-by, while 
Vimal Kumar of Kerala, Sanat Misra 
of Orissa and Vikram Singh of Dtdhi 
finally did not make it. 

Our main hope isi naturally, Pra- 
kasht But he is a doubtful starter. 
It was most unfortunate that his 
heel injury—which surfaced in the 
Bangalore camp before the Edmon¬ 
ton competition—recurred imme¬ 



Fri; The dangerous Dane. 


the whole strategy If Prakash cannbi 
play in the singles. 

In any case, it is certain that, 
accidents apart, Prakash will turn 
out for the doubles at least Hu 
mere presence gives the team t^ 
mendous confidence and even a haH- 
fit Prakash can work wonders in the 
doubles. 

O bviously, the danes abb 

a formidable lot. They have 
maintained a standard which hardly 
wavers. While Fleming Delfs, Svend 
Pri and Frost Haansen are well- 
known names, their fourth player, 
Fladberg is good enough to challenge 
Pri as the third singles player. I was 
counting on Prakash to win his 
singles matches as also his doubles 
partnering Uday Pawar. If he had 
been fit, it would not have been at 
all difficult for him to do so. Even 
our second doubles pair and the 
singles entries, particularly Mpdy 
with his fighting qualities, could 
have delivered the goods. Most of 
all, we could have counted on the 
extremely humid weather to' sap the 
energy of the Danes. Besides, tlw 
psychological pressure that Prakash 
would have brought to bear rould 
have served to break the morale ol 
the Danes, who are not particularly 
known f«»r their spirit. 

But this tragedy has altered 
things. And, to make matters worse, 
the practice at Patiala couldn’t be of 
much use mainly because the shutt¬ 
les were very bad. Tht_ heavy cork 
not only occasioned wariness among 
the players, it led to rackets-strings 
getting lorn quite frequently. This 
sort of thing can upset the concen¬ 
tration and the rhythm of any pla¬ 
yer. Unfortunately, we were given a 
very limited supply of foreign shutt¬ 
les. To add to the discomfiture was 
the presence of jumbo-sised mosqui¬ 
toes. Although power-cuts were in¬ 
frequent and only for short 
tions, the mosquitoes robbed the 
players of sleep on many nights. 
These apparent trifles could have a 
great bearing on the ultimate result 
in Jakarta. 

But we have one plus point which 
perhaps outweighs everything nega¬ 
tive. Never have f seen such team 
spirit and enthusiasm among mm- 
bers of an Indian contingent. The 
boys cat together, slay together, play 
together and have fun together---it 
is almost as if they arc a tightly- 
knit family unit. 

This team spirit generates the 
kind of unity that makes for iron 
resolve. And that is just what is 
needed to uUimalcl.y tilt the balance 
in India's favour. 

No, I am not predicting victory 
for India. But I am quite certain 
that even with an incapacitated 
Prakash, India will fare well in 
Jakarta. Considering the- gulf « 
diflerence between Prakash and the 
rest of the players, this will be no 
mean achievement 

As tfslfl IQ Ai>MI SieQ 



WORLD T.T 

Chinese 

myth 

exploded 

GEETI THADANI 

C HINA WLRr FIRM FAVOURITES 
fui both the team titles lor, 
Chinese teams in rccenl time& have 
always been balanced ones Not only 
have they had seveial equally stron|< 
players, but they also larncd soiiiu 
suiprisis Add to that then excellent 
services and their use ot the baffling 
long pimpled rubbers, and their supo- 
riority is appaient 

This time, however, China faced a 
tough men's team fiom Hungaiy and 
a clash in the hnals between them 
was always on the cards Represent 
ing the latter were Jonyer, Oergely 
BM Klampar Both Jonyer and Oci 
cly are esscnlially top spin players, 
employing very heavy tup spin cum 
aide spin drives from both flanks. 
Both hit their strokes slightly away 
from the table Klampar, however, 
plays fiom quite close to the table 
He too, IS very stiong on both flanks, 
employing a very puwviful drive 
from the forehand and a fluk or a 
light kill from the backhand or even 
lifting the ball from the backhand 

The only newcomer m the Chinese 
men s team, from that which won the 
last championships at Birmingham, 
was Lu Qiwri The others were Liang 
Gc-liang, Guo Yua hua, Li Zhen shi 
and Huang Liang Guo—the runners 
up in the last championships, then 
known as Kuo Yuanua—has exce 
Rent services and a very powerful 
drive to back them up But he is 
suspect on his backhand and relics 
too much on his services, rarely tak* 
ing the initiative on the opponent’s 
service Liang Ge hang and Huang 
Liang both play with a combination 
racket one side long pimples and 
on> side inverted Both have an ex 
cellcnt defence, with very good varia 
tion Ge hang’s attack is superb and 
he can spin wel' from both flanks. 
Huang attacks well too, but he 
chicflv hits the ball ’ow 1 1 Zhen shi, 
who plays with a pimpled racket, has 
a very effective jab, good services 
and a smooth third ball attack 

O N THE HRST DAY, CHINA HAD 
only so mucdi difficulty in whip 
pin^ Yugoslavia 5 2 Stipancic fought 
valiantly before going down to Gc 
hang m deuce points, but Suibck 
was all at sea against Guo’s services 
and blocking What caught the eye 
on tha* day, however, was the Polish 
team They were the find of the 
championships and may just make it 
to the top in future Their best 
player beat French star Secretin and 


led 20-18 in <the decider against 
Jonyer Franezyk .Stanislaw, too. 
plajred well And Stanislaw bad 
polio m the past and still walks with 
a bmp' 

The next day, Hungary created a 
sensation by whipping China 52 Ge 
hang lost all his three matches, 
Klampai beat Li Zhen-shi and Jonyer 
outclassed Guo The Jonycr-Guo 
match was virtually a demolition 
operation by the 1975 World Cham 
pion He led Guo 1812 in the first 
game but a senes ot silly mlsitakes 
cost him the game But he won the 
second quite comfortably In the 
third, he was down 17 when he hit 
a senes of top spin shots from both 
flanks to surge ahead and win easily 
In the Klampar Zhen shi clash, the 
Chinese was all at sea Zhen shi 
scores mainly by pushing and Jab¬ 
bing to the extremes but his basic 
weakness against double flank 
players was exposed by Klampar who 
had an answer to all that the Chinese 
offered 



Tlie next morning, everybody turn¬ 
ed up expectantly to sec Yugoslavia 
play Hungary But it tuincd out to 
be a most boring affair Surbek did 
not play and the Hungarians were 
trying tbeir best to throw away their 
matches Aitually the outcome made 
no differcn'e to the final po ition of 
either team Even if they had lost, 
the Hungarians would, still have 
topped the gioup and Yugoslavia 
could nut in anyway make it to the 
semi finals In tact, after beating 
China, the Hungarians did not take 
any ot then matches scrloustj 
Jonyer was seen defending and Ger 
gely looked thoroughly bored with 
the pimeedings One couldn’t make 
I ut however, what Klampar Iclt, tor 
he always looks completely disintcr- 
tslcd’ 


Scnetln cainc back to form and 
helped franco defeat Korea and 
Yugoslavia by the idcntual scores of 
51 He played a classic match 
against Surbek He just did not 


leave the ball Secretin never hits 
the hall hard, but goes oD returning 
tt with heavy top spin Whenever 
In* cannot loop he just goes back 
and starts lobbing Secretin’s re- 
emergence like a Phoenix placed 
France third and pushed Yugoslavia 
to the fifth position In (the group 
The fourth place went to Nortti 
Korea Hungary and China took the 
first two positions, respectively For 
the top place in the . other group, 
Crcchoslavakia edged out Japan S-4, 
even though Takgshima won all his 
thiee matches He beat OrlowskI in 
a very satisfying maitch Takashima 
Is easily the fastest defensive player 

I have ever seen Barring the heavy 
top vpinneis, there is nobody who 
can stand up to his defence 

Ihe scnii finals saw the Chinese 
and Hungarians easily winning over 
Czechoslovakia and Japan, respec¬ 
tively Even though China had lost 
to the Hungarians in the group 
matches, they were still the favou¬ 
rites Much was also expected from 
thiir >urprise played Lu Qiwci But 
what happened was the complete 
annibilalion of the Chinese Gcrgcly 
won the first match against Guo Yua- 
hua 2 0 Guo just did not know 
what hit him All his services were 
being opened and he hardly got a 
chance of attack All he could do 
was watch Gergely’s diives going 
past him Jonyer then beat Lu 
Qiwei who had no idea how to handle 
Jonyei s drives and within minutes 
the ‘ match was over Next came 
Klampar’s turn It was unbelievable 
the way Klampar thrashed Li Zhen- 
shi Li Zhen shi would roll on Klam 
pars backhand, and Klampar would 
just flat the ball with his backhand. 

I I Zhen shi would jab on Klampar’s 
foiehand and Klampar would hit a 
top spin winner If the jab tame on 
his backhand, Klampar would pro¬ 
duce a fast flick cum flat backhand. 
Next were Jonyer and Hua Ibe 
latter was a nervous wreck He was 
too scared to serve long for fear 
that Jonyer would drive, and in try 
in to serve short, missed a couple of 
his services 

In fact, not only he but all the 
other Chinese had the same problem 
On an average, they missed at least 
two services per aim. 

After winning the first game com 
foitably, Jonyer th’^ew away the 
second, missing a lob at 19-18 in his 
favour The third game again start¬ 
ed off with Jonyer dominating. At 
10 6, (Jonyer loading) Hua hit a dizve 
which touched what clearly seemed 
to be the side of the table Umpire 
Lowena awarded the pomv to Bua. 
Joneyer seemed quite upset by this 
and threw away tne next few points, 
eventually losing on 19 *1710$ China 
managed to take their one and only 
match Gcrgely then beat Li Zhen- 
shi comfortably and Klan^ar wrap¬ 
ped the tie beating Lu Quwei 2-1, 

Hungary’s win shattered quite a 
few myths about the Chinese All 
the stories of how calm, cool and 



'Korean ■ 
Xenophobia 

T he MEN'S AND WOMEN’S 
team etaampioadtip were 
going on it Uie aattif ^ eiMKliw> 
cent tnMes. Ait aO^ ae Hw 
Korean women lost, ail Hie SOiMO 
Korean spectators toft, the nau. 
not bothering to see the menv \ 
team final. 

EVERYtIME A KOREAN WON 
a point, there was lend dappldg. 
But not once did the 30,000 Kman, 
crowd ever clap for any other 
player. Even at the prCmdisbrlbn- 
ting ceremony, there was no 
ping for any of the winners. 

WHILE HUNGARY WAS FLAY- 
ing China in the team tinals, the 
scoreboard keepers wera making a 
lot of mistakes. During the fmat 
game of Gergely’s match with L| 
/hen-shi, the scorer did not know 
what to do when the score reached 
10 and the players changed sides. 
For about five minutes she kept 
fiddling with the scores. Even¬ 
tually, Gergely, in sheer disgust. 



waihed wet tn idie schretomit 
aorrected Hie sowrhK ' -.-"V-.v 

SURBEK15 ONE PLAYER 
e^ays fim »ei^>y. 
of the acorn and who he w 
lag with. He is a)sh hno of Hmfai^ \ 
test movers. His dtniuaa partm^'; 
Stipandc, is - ^ <^poidli|i i 
. hm^ evw jttd he curias 

ftM'hah^lS^id.A.i&w 
tmik' evaii faliint dow la tha pro.. 
■»», 01 # to see Sttpandc i^rpo-. 
sety not placing the return. 

THE JAPANESE ' HA'^ 

«ty the best table manners; Befola .. 
starting a matdt, they firii how to ' 
ibeir opponents, then to the um-. 
(urea, the scorers, to the pppw 
Bent's teammates, to their own 
teammates and their coach. 

WHEN ONO WON THE W^ILO 
Btle, the entire Japanese women's < . 
team was dying. Ono, too, was. 
crying and had to be led out of the 
arena by another Japanese who ; 
was holding up Oao’s hand, while 
Ono was drying his eyes with a 
towel 

G . T. • 


sporung tne cninese were turned 
oiA to be nothing but fairy tales. 
The Chinese turned out to be like 
ail other players, nervous and tense 
when the pressure was on. And 
they were desperate to win, means 
no consideration. Then, it also ex¬ 
posed their dependence on their ser¬ 
vices, cspedally in the case of Bua. 

The Hungarians too are very tem¬ 
peramental, but they are'always, on 
the attack, always trying to get the 
initiative. Their mam aim seemed 
to be to get their timing and thus 
get their strokes in. 

In the women’s team championship, 
China was far, far better than any 
other team. Throughout the cham¬ 
pionship they dropped only one 
match, Ge Xinai losing to Pak Yun 
Sun. Their No 1 player Chang Li 
did not play any of the matches. 
North Korea was easily the second 
strongest team, but world champion 
Pak Yun Sun did not look in the 
least bit invincible. She was In 
trouble, with any one who could keep 
the ball on the table and control her 
services well. 

Ge Xinai, a penholder player, has 
a very unorthodox game. She plays 
one side pimpled and one side long 
pimples. She keeps changing sur¬ 
faces and sometimes even plays her 
backhand with a kind of shakehand 
grip. She has a good roll and very 
sound defence. Except for the 
Chinese, it was difficult to sec anyone 
else beating her. 

B efore the start of the 

men’s singles it seemed the 
new world-champion would be cither 
a Chinese or a Hungarian, Surbek 
being the dark horse. But upsets 
started from the second round on¬ 
wards. Among the seeds, Bengtsson 
was the first to go, losing to China’s 
Lu Yao Hua. Stipancic was next, 
beaten by Shevchenko, who almost 
beat Gergely by countering and 
blocking beautifully. Secretin, whose 
inability to spin hard or kill creates 
problems against defensive players, 
came a cropper against Japan's H. 
Goto, a defensive player who just 
wouldn’t leave the ball! Secretin 
lost his nerve. In the fifth and de- 
cidmg game, one could literally see 
his hand shaking. Peter Stcllwag, 
too, lost, beaten by Seiji Ono. who 
went on to become the World Cham¬ 
pion. Stellwag’s loss, interestingly 
enough, seemed like an upset then! 

Pre-quarters onwards, things real¬ 
ly started happening. Jonyer and 
Klampar both went out and Gergely 
almost followed. Jonyer played too 
safe and lost 0-3 to Liang. Surbek, 
too, lost, to'Hua, the later’s services, 
fetching him five points in every 
game, proving decisive. 

Gergely finally fell, unlucky to 
lose to Li Zhen-shi. Down 1-2, Ger¬ 
gely was leading ]5-10 in the fourth 
game when a Korean umpire shift¬ 
ed a common screen pn Gergely’s 


side. That upset his rhythm and 
he lost. Meanwhile, Ono was fight¬ 
ing his way up. 

In the semis, the Hua vs Zhen-shl 
clash was an exhibition match, Hua 
winning easily, but the Ono-Liang 
clash was a thriller. Liang was soon 
one game up and up 1311 when, all 
on a sudden, Ono found the answer 
to Liang’s services. In the third 
game, Liang was very nervous and 
was soon beaten. In the deciding 
fifth game, Ono was down 2-7 when 
be reeled off ten points in a row. 
At 1410, Ono got a service point but 
Liang, after playing the stroke, said 
it was a ’let’ service. Ono, sporting- 

! y, re-served. Liang got a fullblood- 
id top spin, Ono loped it back and 
after a series of loop drives, Ono got 
the psychologically crucial point. 
The match was soon over. 

The first game of the Hua-Ono 
clash in the finals was a classic. Hua 
was down 21-22 when he played a 
brilliant rally. Both Ono and Hua 
went on hitting, loop over loop. 
Finally Ono missed and Hua levelled 
at 22-alI. Down 23-24 Hua got a 
net chord, Ono somehow managed 
to give a lose pu.sh return to Hua’s 
forehand, Hua hit a fullblooded cro¬ 
sscourt topspin but Ono played an 
incredible block and won the point. 
Thereafter, the match was an anti¬ 
climax, with Hua’s thigh problem 
forcing him to concede the match in 
the fourth game. Hua couldn’t even 
stand up. 

I'he women's event was a totally 
Chinese aifair. After the famous 
Huang Liang affair, there was no 


question of any friendship match 
against the Koreans. Things reach¬ 
ed such a stage that in the-semi¬ 
final between China’s Chang Deying 
and North Korean Li Song Suk, the 
30,000 strong Korean crowd started 
shouting between the rallies. Incre¬ 
dibly enough, the umpire did not 
discontinue the match, and Deying 
lost the next three games. In the 
finals, too, they were rooting tor 
Suk, but she was all at sea against 
China's Ge Xinai and lost in three 
straight games. 

A WORD ABOUT THE INDIAN 
performance. The women's en¬ 
try into Category 1 is, by any stand¬ 
ards, a tremendous achievement. The 
men didn’t fare as well. Manjit was 
out of form. Sudhir didn’t look too 
serious but since he is a defensive 
player, he won several matches. 
Chandrasekhar was easily the best 
Indian player. He fought for each 
point and was unlucky to lose. a 
couple of very close matches. He 
suffered because his strokes lacked 
power. 

That, Indeed, was the common 
problem. Then, they weren’t physi¬ 
cally fit. Their backhand is too 
weak to allow them to take the ini¬ 
tiative. Whereas all Europeans could 
loop back a loop on tlie backhand, 
the Indians just blocked. Only 
Chandra was able to answer with a 
loop but what will happen when he 
starts playing in India where the 
game is slower and the loop is rarely 
seen ? Foreign coaching, more 
international experience, more incen¬ 
tives to do well—these are musts. 
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F. A. CUP FtNAL 

Brady 
called the 
shots for 
Arsenal 

L iam brady made nonsense 

of the confident prediction that 
this would he the most evenly balan¬ 
ced I'A Cup final for years. Mure 
than that, the incomparable little 
Republic of Ireland midfield player 
gave Arsenal a victory against Man¬ 
chester United on May 12 they did 
not entirely deserve. 

Brady insisted recently that the 
theory Arsenal are only halt a side 
without him is totally wrong. Yet it 
could be no coincidence that on the 
two occasions he touched the ball 
seriously in the first half the Gunncr.s 
found the target, and that it was his 
pass which rescued victory from the 
jaws of extra time. 

Brady’s influence upon the London 
team is immeasurable, whatever mo¬ 
desty bids him say, and there can be 
little doubt that his artistry was the 
decisive difference between these 
glamorous opponents. 



Sunderland shouts with joy after scoring the viatrhwinncr. 


Brady (left) hugging Sunderland seconds after the final whistle. 






Arsenal prandin diFplav the FA Cup from the top 
Street to the loivn Hall for a civic reception. 
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a sperial bus which carried them along Islington's Upper 


Though Bradj did not dictate the 
pace and the pattern of the play 
throughout, ac he has often been 
knotMi to do, Arsenal would not hav 
bt'come the lllh club to win at Wem- 
blev after losing the previous year 
without his inspired contribution. 

Indeed. I'nitcd were clearly the 
bettci side for long periods of a 
liomewhat scrappy, undistinguished 
game th^l. boiled up into a dramatic 
climax with three goals in the last 
tour minutes. 

It was a heartbreak finish for Uni¬ 
ted, who. having bcefl the sharper 
and more cohesive team without re¬ 
ward. dragged themselves level with 
two late goals onlj to see Brady rub 
their noses in the famous turf with 
another of his inspired passes. 

Though the quality of the game 
Was questionable, the commitment ot 
the players was not. In weather so 
hot and sticky it rnu.st have been like 
playing in a bowl of porridge, most 
of them ran themselves to the point 
of exhaustion. 


None did that more willingly than 
McQueen and Mtllroy, United sco¬ 
rers. The towering McQueen became 
a one-man army as United battered 
away at the Arsenal defence In the 
second-half, and Mcflroy's brave, in¬ 
telligent running featured proml- 
niently in most United attacks. 

J ORDAN, MACARI AND THOMAS 
lent industrious support, but 
.limni) Creenhoff, larking match fit¬ 
ness. and Coppell lost their personal 
duel.' with O'Leary and NeLson, and 
the uncertainty of United's defenro 
was underlined by Arsenal's tbrea 
goals, 

Take the first one, after 12 minu¬ 
tes. It started when Brady intercep¬ 
ted the bail in midfield, accelerated 
past Macan, who had kept a right 
rein on him until then, evaded 'Ilo- 
mas, and pased to Stapleton oa the 
right touchline. 

Brady's fellow Republic of Ireland 
international responded with a devas¬ 
tating through pass to Price, but 


Buchan failed to make his sliding 
tackle stick, and when Price pulled 
the ball back across goal, there v- ere 
three Arsonal players—Talbot, Sun¬ 
derland, and Rix—fighting to snap up 
the chance. 

It was not at all''clear who finally 
sent the ball flying past Bailey, but 
it seemed that Sunderland had got 
the final touch to Talbot’s lungmg 
shot. Afterwards, the Arsenal bench 
credited the goal to Talbot, making 
history a.s the first player to ^pear 
on the winning side for two difmreni 
clubs in successive finals, but more 
relevant was the high number of rela¬ 
tively unmarked Arsenal players In 
tne United penalty area. 


Until they scored again in the 44tb 
minute. Arsenal were extreme^ hard 
pressed. So desperate did they be¬ 
come in their efforts to repulse repea¬ 
ted attacks that the frustrated Man¬ 
chester end of the ground chanted 
‘"We want football," and Bice was 
booked for a body check on Mcllroy. 



The first signs of gum troubled 



Plaque 

IS the invisible film of 
bacteria that forms 
around your teeth and 
gums all the time 
If neglected, plaque 
leads to tartar 


vvriivvia caw vciv wa 

•your teeth, irritates your 
gums and causes swelling 


gums and causes swelling 
Later on, gums and bone 


may recede causing 
teeth to fall out 


Bleeding gums 
Weak and spongy gums 
may bleed during 
brushing Although this 
may be painless, 
bleeding gums can lead 
to serious problems 


Let the toothpaste created 
by a dentist help you. 

Dentists say 

Regular brushing of teeth and massaging of gums help 
check gum troubles and tooth decay So, brush your teeth 
and massage your gums—night and morning with Forhan’s 
toothpaste and Forhan’s Double-Action toothbrush. 

Dr. Forhan's Formula 

Dr r orhan’s Formula with its powerful astringent action 
strengthens your gum surface to help you resist gum troubles 
Brushing with Forhan’s leaves your whole mouth 
clean, fresh and healthy. 



/aKT/ Care of your 
teeth and gums” A colourful, 
informative booklet on dental 
care Please write with 20 P 
stamps for postage, to 
Forhan’s Dental Advisory 
Bureau, Post Bag No 11463, 
Dtpt P 180-203 Bombay 400 020 
Mention the language wanted 



the toothpaste 
created by a dentist 
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The Arsenal players with the Cup' Standiny (left to right) Brady, svbshtute 
Waljord, Price, Jennmtjs, Young, bund^Umd, O’Leary, Stapleton amt Rix 
Kneeling (I to r) captain Hue, Nelson and Talbot 


Then, Juft when UnWed were pre> 
pdrlng-to settle for being only one 

S ofI down at half-time, Brady sud- 
enly uncorked another of his magical 
runs to mesmerise Albiston and Buc¬ 
han and offer Stapleton a free hea¬ 
der at the far post with a centre 
floated precisely with his weaker 
right foot 

United were more than a little fo^ 
tunate in the secondhalf when Bailey 
saved from Stapleton with his knee 
and when Nidioll hooked Rice’s cross 
off Sunderland’s head after Arsenal 
had counter-attacked with five men 
against three back-pedalling defen¬ 
ders. 

Yet there was a greater number 
of close things at the other end. 

By the 85th minute, however, Arse¬ 
nal were confident enough of victory 
to bring on Walford, a defender, to 
replace Price and shut up shop at 
the back. It did not work because 
one minute later McQueen swept in 
the low pass Jordan gave him from 
Coppell s Irce-kick. 

Then, with only two minutes re¬ 
maining, Mcllroy earned his reward 
for a stilling individual contribution 
by forcing his way past Walford and 
O'Learv, di awing Jennings from bis 
line, and stcciing the equaliser into 
the net off the bottom of a post. 

United's joy and relief lasted only 
one minute Strolling forward in the 
inside-lcft position, Brady released 
Rix on the left for a deep centre that 
Sunderland met firmly and'conclu¬ 
sively with his right foot at the far 
po^t 

ARSENAL — Jennings; Rice, Nel¬ 
son; Talbot, O’Leary. Young; Brady, 
Sunderland, Stapleton, Riace (Wal- 
foid), Rix 

MANCHESTER UNITED — Bailey; 
Nicholl, Albistoo, Mcllroy, McQueen, 
Buchan; Coppell, J. Greenhotf, Jordan, 
Macan, Thomas. 

Referee : R. Cballls (Tonbridgej. 
COLIN MALAM, London 


Gallery talk 

r - WAS A CUP FIN\L WHICH 
Terry Neill, Arsenal’s manager, 
embalmed with a pertert summing 
up. *‘A game which will be remem¬ 
bered for its finish,” he reflected. 

The final did have a hell of a 
finish, a cra/y horse finale which 
left Wembley in a state of shuck. 
One customer who knew ail about 
close finishes in his time. Sir Stanley 
Matthews, was among them. 

Looking spruce, grey haired but 
unbelievably young fur his age. Sir 
Stanley was there to recall memustes 
of his own finale in 1953 when 


as Manchestei United almost did 
yesterday. 

’That was quite a finish” remark 
ed the old waniui Yes, indeid^ 
but what went betuie did not ixacl- 
ly phase the tactical iiuiists least 
ot ail Neill hiniselt, looking leiiMik 
ably cool in the heat ot cai ly even¬ 
ing outside the Noilh diessiiig loom. 

Neiil denied he brough’ ofi David 
Price before the United revival as an 
art ot gcneiosity to substitute Steve 
Waltoid “Pi lie had done a lot of 
gratting’ he said, tic had woikcd 
haid So wc made a change” 

Neill was not in a mood to give 
out lavish leaf lets iii piaisc ot his 
players, lliuugli lie did iiuiitiuii ihe 
names ol Jciiiiiugs I lain Uiady, iui 
his Luiiliol, and Uiiaii ialbol lui his 
woik laio. 

"I was not efttiK ly happy with the 
situation Vse should liasc addeo a 
thud vviic n wi wck 2U up II 
United liad toicid cxlia lime, Don 
Howe and I would havi had the 
haidci lime luuUvaliug oui team. 

“iailuT, we SI cine d to be in a 
cuiiiluila'jlc posiiiuii United had lu 
..iinic at us, and tins iiiade llicm vul- 
mi able to quick buuks ’ 

T UI, riNAL. IN WHICH ARsE 
rial equalled Newe islle Uiiiled’s 
lecuid ut live wins at Wembhy, 
drew some heavy ciilicisiii alter- 
waicls iiuin toutballs think tank. 

Bill T.iyloi, Rin Giceiiwood’s 
England co.iiliiiig assistant, said* 
‘JIuie were- iols ut mistakes I think 
Uniteei sulltred hum the sbme prob¬ 
lems Arsenal had at Wembley last 


Pei haps the happiest person pre 
sent was Diiaii laibut, who added 
diioltici winner’s medal to the one 
he achieved last year with Ipswich. 

lie had made hisloiy in being the 
fiist (ilayei lu lepiiseiit two wmu- 
iiig side s in sue ci ssive finals Un 
ibc- subject of the Inst gual, which be 
claimed, he s.iid ‘Alan Sundetlaiid 
said he gut a touch, but 1 in not run- 
ceiiied. What iiiaiieis is that we 
scored It. 

“It was woiuh-ilul to se-e .Sunder¬ 
land s Hind goal go in Rix made a 
gieal centre Last year’s final was 
slightly dilleiiiil because wc had 
spent to ye-ais tiyiiig to get to 
Wmtbh-y I h.ivcii I pl.iyid as well 
as I might in nceiil gaiiits Rut now 
1 hope 1 can settle down and have 
a long career at Highbury” 

Talbot fiimly giippcd the handles 
of the coveted lA Cup It was safely 
back in his palms ag.iin, 

A BOUT 50 ARRESTS BEFORE 
kiik-off weie mainlv ten obscene 
language, obsiiuetioii and puking 
pockets Ticket louts had then best 
day ever with up to £300 being asked 
tor the best stand tickets with a face 
value of £12 The lowest priced 
tickets—£2 50-were- fetching up to 
£50 

M any Manchester united 

l.ins were tuined aw.sy m eJts- 
appointment when it was disiovcrcd 
that then tickets bad be-en forged 
A Scotland Yaid spokesman said: 
“They were good foigenes—the only 
diffeience was that the border on 
one side was in the wiong colour,” 
JOHN MOYNIHAN, London 


SportsworM Specials 


TERROR BOWLERS: 
OLD AND NEW 


JOHN BENAUD 

I NEVER SAW BROWN OF BRIGH- 
ton as he was a fast bowler of 
the early 1800’s—the underarm era. 

The type who stood straight back¬ 
ed, like a soldier on parade, arm with 
ball at side. Then a step back with 
with the right foot, arm with ball 
raised to eye level. Then the thrust 
forward with the body weight, at the 
same time the arm sweeping back 
then rushing forward and releasing 
the red missile. Browq is reported 
once to have killed a doc sleeping on 
the boundary after a ban had beaten 
one of his manv lomtstens! 


94 wickets at 18.41. He took the first 
hat-trick in England-Australia Tests. 

The West Indies bad Constantine— 
“when he bowls, the world is three 
wickets there to be sent spinning 
gIoriousIy”j wrote Sir Neville Cardus. 
And F.ngland had John Snow, who 
singl''-handed won the Ashes back in 
1970; also in the 1890’s Tom Richard¬ 
son managed six wickets in all his 
Tests against the Australians. 

But generally the great fast bow¬ 
lers have gone about their wrecking 
1 pairs. As far back as 1888 ‘Terror’ 
Turner and the left armer Ferris 
confused batsmen and statisticians. 

« 


mate of a fast bowling quintet-- 
Lindwall and Miller were supported 
by Bill Johnston, the sling^g left- 
armer; England had the goon fiMtune 
to sometimes lake the field with 
Tyson, Trueman and Statham. 

But closest to the ultimate, as five 
pacemen would appear to be, was 
Australia when Lillee and Thomson 
had support from Gilmour and Wal¬ 
ker. Ian Chappell never had to relax 
the pressure on the West Indies la 
1975-^ilmour (20). Lillee (27), Thom¬ 
son (29) and Walker (11) missed out 
on only 18 wickets in the serlesi 

But in pace comparison with the 
West Indies’ Famous Five, Gilmour 
and Walker are lacking—except in 
the case of the very tall Garner, who 
is really only fast-medium. That 
applied back in the 30’s too, when 
England had Larwood—supported by 
Voce, Bowes and Allen—^to cut swa¬ 
thes through Australia’s batting bri¬ 
lliance. They used bodyline—^by the 
way. not exactly a new tactic, as 
England’s Barnes and Foster utilised 
it successfully in the 1911-12 series 
against Australia. England won 4-1, 
Barnes and Foster shared 66 wickets. 
Foster is given the credit of inven¬ 
ting bodyline—a quick left-hander 
who preferred to come from around 
the wicket, angling the ball into the 
legs of the right hand bat. His field 
was often three to the off and in 
wail on the legside for the popped 
catch—the other six! 

B ut THE WEST INDIES SPEED- 
men need no such unfair advan¬ 
tage—although any fan who saw 
Daniel and Garner bump out the 
Australians in that limited over game 
at the Sydney showground in the sum¬ 
mer of '77-’78 might sUll be wondering 
about bodyline under the ICC hmi- 
tations of the modern day game. 

The pair bowled fast. Very fast. 
And they were often very short. 
Australia looked to have the gamo 
won until the pair directed the line 
into the rib cage. The batsmen were 
hit, stinging confidence-sapping blows. 
Catches flew off the glove and some 
ricocheted off the body bet ore lobb 
ing to the short legs. Australia Voided. 

I saw exactly the same destruction 
at Bridgetown, Barbados in March 
when in the second Test at Kensing¬ 
ton Oval, the giant Garner terrified 
Bob Simpson’s youngsters. Then, Gar¬ 
ner had Robgrts coming from the 
other end. 

And I saw Croft crack Graham 
Yallop's jaw in two places with a 
bumper At the start of that tour 
Roberts split open Toohey’s forehead. 
At the end Holding very nearly did 
the same. Only that siitth sense, the 
reflexes of $]ght that warns the brain 
look out, saved Toohey. The rearing 
delivery graved his cap as he snatched 
his head back and down. 

Ob yes, there is no doubt— 
Holding, Roberts, Croft, Garner, Da¬ 
niel, all who know when to press that 




The terrible trio: Lillee, Wdther and Thomson 



Reflections such as that beg the 
inevitable, the imponderable—“Who 
was the fastest bowler^’’ And today 
Michael Holding, Andy Roberts, Colin 
Croft, Joel Garner and Wayne Daniel 
of the West Indies quite obviously 
prompt—“Is it the greatest fast bow¬ 
ling battery?’’ Some paoemen achie¬ 
ved immortality alone—who cannot 
recall the mighty ‘Demon’ Spofforth's 
burst at The Oval in 1882? 

That was when England needed but 
85 to win—and while the Austialians 
considered their fate between the inn¬ 
ings, Spofforth declared: “This thing 
can be done.” And it was ! Spofforth 
got 7/44; When England were 4/6/ 
the ‘Demon’ set about bowling six 
maidens in a row ! 

And in that final England crisis— 
when SIX wickets t.ell for 17 runs, a 
spectator dropped dead and another 
gnawed bits out of his umbrella 
handle—Spofforth bowled his last 11 
overa for only two runs and four 
wickets! 


From 18 Tests the ‘Demon’ took step towards the 


Turner was ofiicially clocked at 55 
mph at Woolwich in 1888. WG Grace 
accorded biro the compliment of being 
the best Australian medium bowler 
he’d faced, praising his ‘nip’ and often 
“unplayable breakback”. In 1888 
Turner end Ferris, who could move 
the ball both ways in the air, took 
134 wickets between them on the tour 
to England! Turner, with 101 wickets 
in 17 Tests at 16.53, is still on top of 
Australia's Test averages. 

In 1921, and for four or so years 
after. Me Donald and Gregory start¬ 
led the Euglimd bats; when they were 
at their top England won only one 
game in 15 and in three series there 
weic only two draws. 

The West Indies produced Hall and 
Griffith—^helped perhaps by the un¬ 
usual action of the muscly Griffith, 
although there was no donbting thu 
perfection of Hall. And South Africa 
bad Heine and Adcock. 

Recent times have seen a moderate 


uouHci miiian, ail wno, D8r Uaroer, 
can hurl a cricket ball at 90 mph, 
are the ultimate in cricket’s bowlmg 
armoury. 

Robert’s weapon is his constancy, 
his knath and Uiw are rarely bad, 
and his pace changes subtle. His 
bumper is unusual in that it tends to 
skid on rather than stand up. 

He may not have the same terri* 
fying influence on a batsman as Hol¬ 
ding, Croft or Garner can with con¬ 
stant short pitching. But when the 
batsman is hesitant in the face of 
such fire Roberts is the one who can 
capitalise most on indedsion simply 
by good, fast, line bowling. 

Daniel is smooth too, a steady 
build up to the wicket end piled 
action. He is a mountain of a man, 
thick, barrel-chested. And he’s fast. 

Croft and Garner are the cruel 
>nes. Each is a giant. Croft 1.93 m 
[6 ft 4 in), and Garner 2.03 (6 ft 8 in), 
and on the way in they look just a 
Tiite ungainly. 

The length of Garner’s arms and 
legs makes him look a little awk- 
vard espedally when they flail all 
»ver the place at delivery. Croft has 
i jerky sort of run in too—the knees 
eem lo^ pump him forward, and his 
irm action is jerky, but quick, almost 
ike a windmill. 

Garner gives all in every ball. They 
re a mixture of short lifters or 
earing yorkers. It was the yorker 
hat demoralised Simpson’s Austra- 
ans. Well, that is not strictly cor¬ 
ed. It was the yorker coming in the 
liddle of quite^ a few short ones—a 
sw too many in my view according 
} the ICC limitations on short pit- 
hers. Peter Toohey talked of the 
ifliculty of picking the ball up from 
arncr’s hand, mainly because of the 
lan's abnormal height. And of Gar- 
ar’s rolling eyrr! 

The cricket world surely has never 
efore known such a daunting assem- 
ly. Each is so different. 

I AS THERE EVER BEEN AN 
approach more graceful than ’ 
olding’s? The even strides, the way 
ley gradully quicken from the 
nootb, wheeling begiiming as he dr- 
es bis - mark. Arms bent at the 
bows, half raised, the loose wrists, 
e cver so-slight swivel of the shoul- 
‘rs, the head tilted back a little, 
idding almost imperceptibly in time 
:th the shoulders. Majestic. 

1 will always recall Rod Marsh 
Iking after the second Test against 
e West Indies in Perth in 1^; he 
and the job of fadng Holding 
ite ugly, Marsh was adamant. Hoi- 
ng was the fastest he’d faced, 
ightenlng, he said it was. 

Holding can swing the ball prodl- 
lusly; at Sabina Park in April 1978 
• Jamaica against the Australfans, 
^e of his deliveries would still 



floberls: Constanrp h the weapon 


swing after hitting the pitch and pas¬ 
sing the batsman! 

His bumper is a shock; because of 
his high arm action it is not so short 
and the batsman has less time to 
react. His yorker is perfect; he got 
Ogilvie with that at Sabina, a ball 
that hit the base of the middle stump 
with a dull clonking noise and tilted 
the stump to 45 degrees. 

Croft is very fast. He falls away 
a little at delivery, prompting a few 
mumbles about chucking, and this 
enables him to slant the ball disron- 
artingly in at the batsman. But 
flftne he manages a prodigious leg 
cutter, a brute of a ball. Like Roberts 


his pace can change markedly—and 
that introduces a great deal more 
danger into his bumper. It is a lethal 
ball. 

Garner (13 wkts at 15), Croft (9 
wkts at 18) and Roberts (12 wkts at 
17) wrecked Australia in the first two 
Tc.sts of the West Indies tour last 
year. 

Holding was troublc^_ by his bad 
bowling shoulder, an injury that has 
been with him some seasons now. 
Daniel had hamstring trouble. Nei¬ 
ther played. Now In England Roberts 
has leg probtems. 

They arc surely the greatest! 



The Illustrated UlccnlU of India 10-16, June 1979 

in its centenary year presents - 


WORLD CUP 
CRICKET SPECIAL 

The ultimate in mcket specials—a bumper issuer 




India's aca cricket reporter, 
commentator and expert 
Raju Bharatan 
gives you an exclusive 
issue on cricket... with over 
a 100 live-action, dramatic 
photographs.all by that 
world-famous photographer 
Patrick Eagarl 

INDIA AND THE 
WORLD CUP 

We may lose to West Indies but we 
have only to beat New Zealand and, 
very likely, we are through to the 
semifinals of the World Cup. 

After that what? A critical-analytical 
survey 

With fabulous action pictures by 
Patrick Eagar from the last 
World Cup 

WHAT'S THE WORLD 
CUP WORTH? 

B B Mama brings all his powers as 
a statistician-researcher to bear on 
telling readers what the World Cup 
is about-how a cricketer earns in 
thousands in a tournament in which 
the stake runs into'lakhs. 

THE VENKAT I KNOW 

Raju Bharatan profiles India’ new 
skipper whom he's known for 
15 years. 

SUNIL GAVASKAR ON 
“AM I REALLY AMONG 
SOBERS’ TEN BESTS? " 

The Indian opener talks of himself 
and the nine others picked out 
by Gary Sobers. 

AJIT WADEKAR ON 
“MY MOST AWKWARD 
MOMENTS AS CAPTAIN" 

An explosive interview in which 
he reveals all 


EKNATH SOLKAR ON 
“MY BEST CATCHES" 

With exciting action pictures 

SALIM DURANI ON 
"HOW I HIT THOSE 
SIXES " 

Just your World Cup of teal 

DILIP SARDESAI ON 
“HOW WE BROKE 
THROUGH IN 1971 " 

From the one who put our cricket 
on the world map. 

POLLY UMRIGAR ON 
"THE QUICKEST 
BOWLERS I FACED" 

A veteran's viewpoint 

TIGER PAT AUDI ON 
"MY EXPERIENCES 
AS AN EDITOR" 

Batting, he says, is simpler than 
editing! 


VIJAY MERCHANT ON 
"WHAT I OWE TO 
CRICKET" 

His IS "The Last Word " on this issue. 

VINOD KHANNA ON 
“OUR CRICKET AND 
CRICKETERS" 

The only film star who is serious 
about cricket talks with ama 2 ing 
technical knowledge of the game. 

HOW FAST ARE 
THE FASTEST? 

Review article on David Frith’s 
"The Fast Men ". With super action 
pictures of them all. from Lindwall 
to Lillee, Tyson to Thomson. 

ALL THE PACKER'S MEN 

Will Greig & Co ever play for their 
country again? An arresting photo 
feature. 

RAMESH'S HAT-TRICK 

Special short story with cricket 
background by N.S. Ramaswami 
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Colin 
Croft: 
Mummy 
is to be 
blamed 

TONY COZIER 

A s IF THERE WAS NOT ENOUGH 
pace for them to contend with 
in the inauguial season, batsmen who 
opimsed the West Indies in World 
Series Cricket’s second year had yet 
another big, strong and genuinely 
fast bowler firing away at them. 

Colin Croft, a 6 ft. 4 in. Guyanese 
with 42 wickets in only seven Tests, 
was one of the three new West Indian 
recruits among the WSC West 
Indians last season. He joined Wayne 
Daniel, Joel Garner, Michael Holding 
and Andy Roberts in the fast bowl* 
ing staff and the Australian and 
World XI batsmen facing him may 
be excused for believing that Austin 
Robertson and Malcolm Turnbull, 
who signed him up in March, 1978, 
have a particularly sadistic streak 
running through them. 

The inclusion of Croft had left 
Clive Lloyd and the other West Indian 
selectors with an embarrassment of 
fast bowling riches. 

Their enviable dilemma was which 
of the five to omit when choosing 
their final elevens. In the earlier 
occasion, also, it was a problem 
which, fortunately, did not arise for 
injury had conveniently sidelined 
one or more of the contenders and 
simplified the job. 

In fact, had it not been for injury 
neither Croft nor Garner would have 
made their entry into international 
cricket as early as they did. Croft 
was a virtual nonentity when thi 
1977 West Indian season started with 
hardly more ambition than to do well 
for Guyana in the Shell Shield com¬ 
petition and to secure a permanent 
place for himself in the team. Not 
to say that he did not dream of a 
Test cap but he was simply being 
realistic. 

The West Indies had just returned 
from a highly triumphant tour of 
England with their success built 
around the penetrative fast bowling 
of Robert.^, Holding, Daniel and Van- 
burn Holder. 

With a five Tests series against 
Pakistan in the Caribbean in view, 
there was simply no logical hope of 
breakina into such a combination for 


someone who had played only two 
previous first-class matdies. 

Fate, however, deemed otherwise. 
In the very first Shield match, both 
Holding and Daniel injured them¬ 
selves so senously that neither could 
play again for tiie 

Suddenly the <■> <, weu shop¬ 

ping around for it • ■ to take their 
places and Croft i,i>d Garner, both 
tall, strong and quick, presented 
their credentials with impressive per¬ 
formances in the Shield. They were 
put to the test when chosen for the 
President's XI in the match against 
the Pakistanis and came through with 
flying colours by sharing 17 wickets 
as the Pakistanis, scuttled for 203 
and 113, were humiliated by an inn¬ 
ings. 

WAS THE START OF A FAN- 
tasfic sequence for both men. In 
the five Tests, Croft repeatedly 
troubled the powerful Pakistani bats¬ 
men with his speed, lift and move¬ 
ment and finished with 33 wickets, a 
performance which equalled the re¬ 
cord for a West Indian bowler In a 
single series previously held solely 
by Alf Valentine. 

In suimort. Gainer had 25 wickets. 
In the first innings of the second 
Test, Croft’s dream figures of 8 for 
29 from 18.S overs rated the best 
performance ever by a West Indian 
fast bowler. 

By the time that series was over, 
Croft had signed a contract with 
Lancashire in the English County 
Championship and Garner had agreed 
to play for Somerset when his com¬ 
mitments with Littleborough in the 
Lancashire League would allow him. 

Garner subsequently joined WSC 
and, if Croft had to wait a little 
longer for his offer, it was probably 
because there was a surfeit of fast 
bowlers in the original West Indian 
15 The injuries which afflicted Hold¬ 
ing and Roberts in the 1977-78 season 
appeared to have been the reason 
that Croft was summoned. 

C OLIN EVERTON CROFT, BORN 
March 15, 1953 on the east coast 
village of Mabaira in Guyana, was 
always big for his age and always 
wanted to bowl fast. He developed 
quickly and by 1971 was in the 
Guyana team for the Benson and 
Hedges Regional Youth Tournament. 
A year later he made his debut for 
the senior team in the bhell Shield 
against Jamaica. 

Guyana has been short of quality 
fast bowlers in recent years and 
Crott seemed an exciting prospect 
for them. Yet that game in 1972 was 
to be his last in first-class cricket 
until 1976, when he was chosen 
against the Combined Islands in a 
match so badly spoiled by rain that 
he did not have a chance to bowl. 
The intervening years were difficult 
ones and, at one time, he became so 
disillusiond that he decided to give 
UD the game. 


As a member of Lance Gibbs’ Club, 
Demerara Cricket Chib, he had every, 
encouragement. His future captain. 
Lloyd, was also playing--at the time 
when Croft joined. 

In J972, Gibbs arranged for him¬ 
self and n number of ouer promising 
young Guyane^ to spend the sum¬ 
mer in Birmingham for the experi¬ 
ence and there, Croft played a few 
matches for Warwickshire seconds. 

When he returned home and saw 
several others gain Guyana caps as 
fast bowlers over him, be became fed 
up. In 1974 he decided to pursue a 
course in Trinidad which would 
qualify him as a ship’s captain for he 
had thought of joining a sOrimping 
fleet out of Georgetown. 

He was prepared to abandon any 
hopes he had of becoming a flr8t<lass 
cricketer and did not even bother to 
pack any gear when he departed for 
Trinidad. 

It was a shrewd piece of subterfu^ 
by his mother, always a great influ¬ 
ence on him, which ensured that his 
interest in the game was rekindled. 
When young Croft arrived in Port- 
of-Spain, he discovered Mum had 
slipped in bdth bis cricket trousers 
and his shirt among his other cloth¬ 
ing — and he was soon wearing them 
again, plying for Paragon in the 
Trinidad Cricket Council’s Champion¬ 
ship Division. 

In the 1975 season in Trinidad, 
Croft took 35 wickets and helped 
Paragon win the championship with 
9 for 79 in the final. With that kind 
of success Croft realised that all was 
not over yet and, when he abandoned 
his plans for a career at sea and 
returned to Guyana late in 1975, he 
was intent in getting into the Shield 
team. 

He took up a job in the control 
tower at Timerhi Airport and, in bet¬ 
ween guiding Jumbo jets onto the 
runway, he was taking a handful of 
wickets for his old club, Demerera. 

By the time the 1977 season came 
around he was an automatic choice 
for the Guyana team. The rest is 
now history. 

C ROFT HAS A STRANGE, WIND- 
mill action and a rather lumber¬ 
ing run-up. He lacks the grace of 
Holding, the controlled variation of 
Roberts, the explosive power of 
Daniel and the enormous height 
advantage of Gamer. 

Yet he has speed, an excellent 
bouncer and the ability to cut the 
ball away off the seam, a most 
dangerous attribute. 

He IS a young man, engrossed in 
the game who is eagerly looking for¬ 
ward to his success against the 
world’s great batsmen. 

Aeprinted with permission from 
’Australien Cricket • 





Lew 

Hoad: The 
game's 
the thing 

Where do the big names 
go when they leave 
competitive tennis ? In 
Lew Hoad’s case, on 
to a whole new success 
reports ROGER HEY- 
WOOD who visited his 
'Campo de Tenis’ in 
southern Spain. 

A FEW DAYS BEFORE THE WIM- 
bledon fortnight of 1956, the 
young Australian who had been 
sced^ number one for the men’s 
title caught a taxi to Harley Street 
to see an orthopaedic specialist about 
twinges of pain in the lower part of, 
his back. 

Nut realising his patient was Lew 
Hoad, who had already that year won 
the Australian, Italian and French 
tennis titles — and was probably, 
pound for pound, physically the stron¬ 
gest, fittest and most powerful ama¬ 
teur player in the world — the doc¬ 
tor examined him and pronounced : 
“Young man, you must get more 
exercise." 

Hoad accepted this medical advice 
with the same easygoing good 
humour he has taken all the setbacks 
and successes of his life. He tried 
to slop worrying about his back 
trouble and went on to prove the 
seedings correct by winning the Wim¬ 
bledon Championship — beating Ken 
Hosewall, his friend and rival since 
the age of nine, 6-2, 4-6, 7-5, 6-4 in 
a Anal lasting an hour and 40 
minutes, before an ecstatic crowd on 
the Centre Court. 

To most women who followed ten¬ 
nis, and to many more who would 
never know the difference between a 
lob and a smash, Hoad became a 
romantic figure; the blonde, blue¬ 
eyed adonis of the modern world. 
But he was still much more concern¬ 
ed about the pains in his back than 
the acclaim he received wherever he 
went. 

He lost one major tourdament that 
year, the United States final at For¬ 
est Hills — to Hosewall — which 
cost him the Grand Slam. But be 
returned to London the following 
summer to retain bis Wimbledon 
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Oiampionship, this time beating 
Ashley Cooper with an astonishing 
display of power tennis in a final 
which was all over within 57 
minutes. Not surprisingly, one head¬ 
line the following morning screamed: 
“Murder on the Centre Court." 

Hoad imme.' ..cly turned profes¬ 
sional, for the simple and logical 
rea.son that he was a married man 
with a small daughter and another 
baby on the way (he had married 
Jenny Staley, the Australian women’s 
number two player, just before 
Wimbledon two years earlier) and 
had only £600 in the bank. Tbe 
idolatry of fans and the rapturous 
raise of critics did not help him to 
uy a bouse or pay domestic bills. 

Yet Hoad's decision to join what 
was then called the Jack Kramer 
Cirrus produced a welter of pa&sio- 
natu controversy which today would 
scum amazing, even ridiculous, to a 
generation brought up to accept open, 
or profes.sional sport as natural and 
healthy. 


Some of his more fickle funs turned 
againM him and be was severely 
criticised by several sports writers, 
but the superficial pain they mav 
have caused was negligible compared 
to the constant worry about nis back. 
Throughout bis years as a. profe.s- 
sional and, later, while building and 
running bis tennis club, tbe Campo 
de Tenis, near Fuengirola, in southern 
Spain, the back trouble gradually 
became a nightmare. 

As he sat watching his wife Jenny, 
who is still a superb player at the 
age of 44, knock up with 15-year-old 
Anna Almansa, Spain’s number two 
junior, on one of the five courts at 
the Campo de Tenis, Hoad talked 
about the happy ending to the story. 

“Ttie pain became so bad last 
summer that I was spending more 
time in bed than on my feet,” he 
said . "Then 1 began to think there 
was something wrong up there,” 
pointing to his bead, ‘^because I just 
couldn’t lift my right leg when going 
up any steps. 


“So last September I flew to New 
York to .sec Richard Fraser, the 
Canadian neurosurgeon, and within a 
fortnight he decided to operate on 
me in the New York Hospital. But 
he spelled out that it was a damned 
dangerous operation. 

“Anyway, everything went well. 
He removed two discs and replaced 
them with plastic ones, and within 
a couple of hours of coming round 
after the four-and-a-half-hour opera¬ 
tion, I was walking with the help of 
two nurses." 

His serious eimression suddenly 
changed into the flashing smile, eyes 
open wide, whkb was so much a- 
part of hit appealing personality on 
tennis courts throughout the world 
20 years ago. “Miid you," be said. 


“t thought I was going to die..." 
lliere was a pause for reflection be¬ 
fore be added : “It’s strange, real¬ 
ly. Nobody ever told me, all through 
those years of pain, that I had disc 
trouble. It didn’t show up on the 
X-fays. Doctors talked <^ut cal¬ 
cium deposits on my spine and all 
kinds of things. One even told me 
to gi\c up beer. But thanks to 
Richard Fraser I’m getting into fine 
shape now. And there’s no pain at 
all." 

As though to prove the point, he 
picked up a racquet, did a few exer¬ 
cises, and went on court to coach 
young Anna, who he thinks could 
have a great future. 

He takes no fees for coaching 
Anna, who comes from a working- 
class family in Barcelona. It is 
enough for him that she has natural 
talent, he is happy to help it flower. 
ffnpHEp GOES THE GREATES'I 

J. player I have ever seen,” said 
a soft voice. “And I’ve seen every 
champion since 1919 — and played 
against many of them, including Fred 
I’erry." The tall, lean, elderly man 
talking was Pat Hughes, who not 
only managed the Kramer Circus for 
ten years, but captained every o’-er- 
seas tour of the British national 
tennis team throughout the Thirties. 

Patrick, as everyone calls him, no 
doubt in deference to his 76 years 
and his unrivalled knowledge of tbe 
game, went on talking about Hoad. 
“Maybe he didn’t have quite as good 
a service as Pancho Gonzales, who 
probablv had the greatest serve of 
all time, but l«w was a more com¬ 
plete player. HLs volley, his back¬ 
hand. his forehand, his top spin — 
nobody could have beaten him at hi* 
best. 

“If ho. hadn’t turned prcfcssionul 
in 1957. he would have kept on win¬ 
ning Wimbledon, despite his back, 
and nobody today would have talked 
about Borg equalling Perry’s pre-war 
record of winning three consecutive 
Wimbledon. But, of course, he had 
to turn professional. He naturally 
felt he owed it to Jenny and the 
children. Jenny is his inspiration 
It’s the perfect love match. 

“Y’ct what delights me is the bril¬ 
liance of his coaching. To me he is 
the supreme tennis doctor. He knows 
within three minutes exactly what a 
player is doing wrong. And he can 
correct it so easily. 

“Look what he did for Guillermo 
Vilas, the Argentine player, who 
spent some time down here. Lew 
turned him into a champion. And 
just think what he did for Orantes 
and the whole Spanidli Daivis Cup 
team. He’s a master.” 

When Hoad came off court, look¬ 
ing almost as fresh as when be bad 
left, he talked about young Anna. 
“She’s good," he said. “She’s very 
good ; but it’s up to her whether she 
really makes it. You can opiy teach 




Mr riT li Mt J rv’ Hoad Before ihnr marriage ^he ua\ Jenny Staley, a 
hading natiK m Auitraltan tennu 


them so much It’s up there in the 
mind and brain that really matteis 
It has all got to come together — 
there ” 

Hoad and Ken Rosewall, Australia’s 
“Terrible Twins’ of the early I if 
ties, started to make their names 
when the/ were the sam** age as 
Anna “I fiist met Ken when we 
were only nine — he is three weeks 
older than me — and I suppose it 
15 a sad reflection on the men’s game 
internationally that at the age of 44 
he can still sometimes hold his own 
with the best of them,’’ said Hoad 

“But when we were kids, he was 
the real master He alwavs got the 
ball back — and that’s the secret 
when you are very young 

“I lemember one tournament In 
Sydney when we wiTe both under 12 
year# old — and I played him in 
thiec finals He beat me 6-0 m the 
Under 12 final 6 0 G-O in the Under 
14 final and 6 0 GO in the Under 17 
final He was unbeatable I couldn t 
win a game - although I took bun 
to ULUco time and time again He 
still kept getting the ball back rhat’i, 
Ken Rosewall 

‘But you must remtmber we were 
completely different guys Wt played 
the game totally differently "Vet we 
had a perfect understanding in 
doubles plav That s why we won the 
Wimbledon doubles titles whrn we 
were so young We thought diffeicnt 
ly we played differently — we near 
ly alwavs went to different movus 
— but when we were playing in a 
doubles match on the Centre Court 
at Wimbledon we yveic one 

‘Yet iionically I beat him in the 
Wimbledon final of 1956 — and he 
stopped me from gaming the Grand 
Slam that year by beating me on a 
very windy way at forest Hills May 
be that redressed the balance, but in 
a funny way we were always sony 
for each other ii deteat 

“I shall always think it unfor 
tunate that he mver won the Wim 
bledon singles title yet the greatest 
player I ever met who also never 
won that title was Gon/ales Pancho, 
in my opinion wc,s the supreme 
master ’’ 

H oad ■ioday, though much 

thicker set than in his prime. 
Still looks the perfect athlete He 
has now completely resovered from 
his bark trouble And it is not sur 
rising that his Campo dc leni$ has 
ecome a Mecca m southern Spam 
for all followers of the game 

Yet his fundamental philosophy 
about tennis has never changed 
‘You have to enjoy't, or there’s no 
point in playing,’’ he says ‘I have 
the impression that some of our top 
professionals no longer enjoy it 
nat Is sad Maybe the game has 
become too commercial A man ran 
lose every match m a tournament and 
Still win a small fortune That is 
bad. 


I always enjoy seeing pe^le come 
here to plav the game fhey may 
not have gnat tilin’ but they get 
a lot out oi going on to a court and 
thoiuughlv cnioying themselves 
That’s what it is all about ’ Tlie 
hundreds ot people who have enjoyed 
playing at Lew Hoad s Campo do 
Icnis since it wis first opined 12 
years ago can think lenny Hoad for 
finding such a magnificent site and 
the genial Alan Watt who supervises 
so much of the tomphx for laying 
out the very bi dutiful grounds 
Jenny first ^aw the site while on 
holiday in 196b and >hc was so im 
pressed that she phoned law who 
was playing a tournamrnt in South 
Africa, to llv back via Spain and 
look at It Work begin almos* im 
mediately and the Campo was being 
used within a year 

Hoad divides his coaching time bet 
ween his Campo de fenis and the 
lush I os Monteros Hotel 22 kilo 
metres down the coast just outside 
Marbella — where he is the Director 
of lennis 

He usually spends the mornings 
during the long Spanish summer at 
the hotel — where it costs a little 
over £20 for a 40-minute coaching 
session with the former Wimbledon 
champion — and the afternoons and 
evenings at the Crmpo 

He also employs two full time 
Spanish coaches thioughout the year 
at the hotel tennis complex, their 
foes aie a little under £10 for 40 
minutes 

But It IS surprising how inexpen¬ 
sive it is to play at the Campo with 
its five all weather couits fresh 
water swimming pool, boutique, dres¬ 


sing looms bai and restaurant, all 
laid out in supeibly landscaped 
grounds The daily rate for the 
courts a ptison is only £3 and the 
weekly late woiks out at a little over 
£2 a day 

“I charge the same rates for • 
pi 1 sonal coaching session at the 
(ampo as I do at the hotel,’’ said 
Hoad ‘ It doesn t matter bow bad or 
how good thfv an* as long as they 
reallv enjoy the game “I have a 
theory he idded the famous grin 
flashint dg^in “that if someone can 
hit winners with their granny’s fry 
ing pan well let them keep using 
the tiylng pan’’ 

The finest tribute to the Hoad 
philosophy IS that the gieat caam- 
pion of the fifties has never pushed 
his thicc childicn into following the 
example of their parents and be 
coming mleinational tournament 
pliyers Yet all thice, Jane, Sally 
and Peter pi tv the game to at 
hast British county standard And 
they obviously enjoy every minute 
of the time they spend on the court 

Peter who is only 18 and is deve 
loping the si.me physique as his 
father recently spent three months 
at Harry Hopmans tennis school in 
1 lorida Hopmao, who is in 
his seventies, was the manager of 
sucei*ssful Australian Davis Cup 
teams of the Fifties 

Long before Peter was born 
Harry Hopman said of Hoad, “You 
see he is not the robot champion 
players are imagined to be He was 
human enough to fall in love, and 
to realise m the early stages of it 
that tennis was comparatively un¬ 
important ’’ 
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Crossword 


Gridman 


15 



[ACROSS] 

1 Well-endowed waitress on the 
tennis court ? (3. 6) 

6 Scent followed in hunting (5) 

7 One who acts (4) 

8 Public open-air swimming-pool (4) 

9 — Khan, cricketer for Pakistan 
(5).... 

10 —Who can be expectg,d to 
speak this language (4) 

11 Kind of slope on which sport akin 
to skiing is practised (6) 

12 Struck down by a blow (6) 

14 Draw — If you want to stop your 
horse (4) 

15 "The game's —" (Shakespeare : 
Henry V) (5) 

16 Equipment (4) 

17 Every (4) 

19 Enjoyment with which something 
is done (S) 

20 ft an event is in its — —, the end 
is near (4, 5) 

[Dovm] 

1 This decides which cricketer 
should go when to face the 
bowling (7, 5) 

2 India's ace Olympic half-miler 
(6. 5) 

3 In tennis, any return played without 
allowing the b^ll to bounce (6) 

4 Number of opponents in chess (3) 

5 In tennis, this is made after 
allowing the bail to bounce (6, 6) 

7 In tennis, a breach made by the 
server, making him lose a point 
(6. 5) 

13 A group or number of bouts (6) 

18 A hit made with the edge of a 
sabre (3) 


(SoluMons next week) 


Question box 


iswcrs bv Viidyan Bala 


8. Srtnlvas, Vijayawada. 

Q: Who la the only cricketer to take 
10 wickets In a Test innings 7 
A: J. Laker of England. 


A. Biswas, Madhyamgram. 

Q: What is the Test record of 
Vijay Merchant ? 

A: In 10 Tests, Merchant scored 
859 runs at an average of 47.72. He 
hit three centuries. 

B. Achaiya and 8. Aehaiya, Copch 
Behar. 

Q : How many Test centuries has 
Sobers scored against India ? 

A: Sobers scored eight Test cen¬ 
turies against India. 

M. G. Ramachandran, Madras. 

Q: How many Test victims does 
Alan Knott have in Tests ? 

A: fn 89 Tests, Knott has 252 
victims. These include 233 caught and 
19 stumped. 

M. Dutta, Burdwan. 

Q: What is Subroto Guha’s date 
of birth ? 

A: Guha's date of birth Is January 
31, 1946. 

Ramachandiran, Bombaiy. 

Q: What is Surinder Amarnath's 
Test record ? 

A: In 10 Tests, S. Amarnath has 
scored 550 runs at an average of 30.56. 
He has hit one century. 

,S. Som, Jamshedpur. 

Q: Who is the only victim of 
Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi in Tests ? 

A: England's M. C. Cowdrey is 
Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi's only victim 
in Test cricket. 

S. Tanveer Akhtar, Asansol. 

Q: When did Sunil Gavaskar start 
playing Test cricket ? 

A: Sunil Gavaskar started play¬ 
ing Test cricket against West Indies in 
the Second Test at Port of Spain, 1971. 

Giriah Kumar, Bihar. 

Q: What is the Test batting record 
of Barry Richards 7 
A: In four Tests, Richards scored 
508 runs at an average of 72.56. He 
hit two centuries. 


[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 14] 



Suahanta Chakraborty, Aaaam. 

Q: What is the Test record of 
England's Ramon Subba Row? 

A: In 13 Tests, Ramon Subba Row 
scored 984 runs at an average of 
46.85. He hit three centuries. 

K. 8. Bharat, Bihar. 

Q: How many victims has Kirmani 
taken In Tests 7 

A: In 29 Tests, Kirmani has 65 
victims. These include 47 caught and 
18 stumped. 

G. Kumar, Bihar. 

Q: What is the Test record of 
M. Procter 7 

A: In seven Tests, Procter scored 
226 runs at an average of 25.11. He 
also took 41 wickets at 15.02 a piece. 

A. Dutta, Baraaal. 

Q: Which team won the Ranjl 
Trphy in the year of Its Inception? 

A: Bombav were the first winners 
of the Ranji Trophy. 


Quiz 


n.in|i| Ghose 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who is Sepp Herberger? 

2. Who was Argentina's manager 
for the last football World Cup 7 

3. Who coaches the USSR's national 
football team now ? 

4. Name the manager whose effigy 
was burnt by his countrymen 
during the last World Cup. 

5. Who took over as England’s 
manager from Sir Alf Ramsey 7 

6. Which was the home country of 
George Raynor who took Sweden 
to the World Cup final In 1958 7 

7. Who successfully managed the 

Italian soccer team in the 1934 
and 1938 World Cups ? 

8. Who was the coach of the first 
Brazilian team to win the World 
Cup 7 

9. A Brazilian coach was sacked 
shortly before the 1970 finals 
because he contemplated drop¬ 
ping Pele. Name him. 

10 Who was the manager of 

Manchester United In the year 
the team was a victim of the 
Munich air crash ? 
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Bridge 


lead of # 37 


1 


IBot ^ ^chopiio 


Squ< (piobic'm ran ui rather dull 
andthr oret cal IjuI thi'" wrck >dpalrame 
lip in practicd' play and was >olve(l at 
ttip tdbir by tht dPtlarer 
♦ K643 
7KOP 
10 7 t 
A B > 


J9S ' 
none 


$ 

A h OJ 
40 10 b 


oeij 



l|l 10 8 

(Ji sla 


4 AO 7 
ij? AJ 10874 
OA 
♦ Koa 

West dealt with North South vulnpiable 
and chost a good moment to open witli a 
slightly oft boat three diamonds In spitt 
of this obstacle North South did well to 
bid their way to seven hearts played by 
South West led 0 K and declarer 
considered his problem There were 12 
top tricks end a 13lh could come from a 
3 3 spade break or more likely a squeeze 
As the cards lie South ran succeed 
quite simply hy phymg off six rounds 
of trumps and the two top clubs 



West discarding before dummy, cannot 
guard both the spades and the diamonds 
However, Soutti decided that it was 
unlikely that West would hold length in 
spades as well as in diamonds und he 
planned a double squeeze Instead If 
West held the diamonds and, as seemed 
probable. East the spades, neither could 
keep the rlubs guarded 
Act ordingly South started with lour 
rounds ot trumps discaiding a club from 
dummy Ihen tame throe top spades 
as a nasty surpiise when East showed 
out It looked as ttinugh he had ruined 
his (fiances but doclaier realised that 
he still had a rhani e it West had started 
with two honour, in clubs He ruffed a 
diamond in hand and played his last 
trump Foiced to kefp 0 0 and 
We I discarded ^ 10 Now South cros >ed 
to 4^ A and took the marked PinesSL 
against Casts This is a good 

pxan pie of what is termed a gJard 
quei ze 

La^t w((k I loft you with a play problem 
How did douth go down in 3 NT after the 


$ 


KB4 f 

762 

Ab2 

A54 



♦ 072 
<90543 
O K43 
4732 


It you started your analysis by assuming 
that East played ^ 0 at trick 1 then 
you must start again I Instead East 
puts in 4 f 8 finesse against dummy s 
9 South wins with the 10 but whether he 
plays on diamonds or clubs West wins 
and leads ^ 4 to the 9 Oueen and Ace 
Now when East eventually gets in witfi 
OK WrSt IS waiting with ♦Kb ovei 
South s ^ J 6 

This week s qui? at love all South holds 
♦ 75<9AKJ10930AJ94AO He 
opens two hearts and North respond, 
two spades What should South rebid? 


Chess 


lirClilkr 

Introducing his new book Capabtanta s 
Sesf Chess tndings (Oxford Univeisity 
Press, £5 95 hardback £2 95 paperback) 
Irvino Chernev gives the following quota 
tion from Capablanca s own writings ' In 
order to improve your game you must 
study the endgame before anything else 
for whereas, the endingt cart be •tipbud 
and mattered by ihemielvet, the middle 
game and the opening must be studied 
in r( lation to the endgame '' 

These words ot wisdom have been 
ignored by the vast maiority of players 
but now this book offers a fresh oppor 
tunity for them to put matters right It 
contains 60 Capablanca games in which 
the accent is on the ending both in the 
play itself and in the annotations and 
thus (since Capablanca has yet to bi- 
surpassed as an endgame virtuoso) 
represents a superb source of instruction 
end inspiiation Heie is a relatively short 
ganje showing the apparently effortless 
exploitation of an isolated OP 
White Jos* Raoul Capablanca, Blacx 
Richard Talohmann. Queen s Gambit Ue 
(.lined Orthodox Oefence (Berlin 1411) 
1R'04,R-a4,lK«-KR3, Kt-KRSiSP- 
M, P - KS; 4 ■ - K«, B - iU; • Kt - R3, QKt- 
Ot; • P-Kl, 0-»,*1 R-BI, P-QKI3; • 
PaP, PxP, • R-KU, B-Ktt; If 0-f, 
P-ORl; 11 R-eR4, R-ai, It 0-K2, 
P-B4,»PxP,Ktx P,14KR-Qt,KtxB; 
II KtxKt. P-KMi If RxR, OxR. 17 


o 


QKIxO... 

Teichmann did nol lorfio how diflirull Ihis 
position e loi Black His Bishop hevt lar less 
scopn than the while Knight., 

It ...R-BI 

11 19 f KIJ do Stop Kl KBS) Ihi n 20 
R-QBI R Bt 2lRxRch BxR 22 Kl B6 
K-B1 OKI B4I.,strong 

If Kt-BS,K-B1; tIKtxB.KxKt 

12 Kt-04.P-Ka, SP-Bl, P-R3 
The pin is broken at the cost o1 a pawn Some 
thing had to be done against While ‘ threat to 
march hii- King to Kb 

MBxP, Kt-Q2, 2S P-KR4, Kt-B4 
HB-B4.Kt-KI, 2TKtxKt,KxKI 
tt R-Q2.R-KR1, MR-QB2, R-QBI 
M RxR,BxR; 31ll-BI,P-OS 

A second pawn is surrenderod to keep the while 
King irom ii ichmg 04 and to givi Ihi blark 
p»Cl ,omi In I dom 

atPxP, K-04, 33 K-K3, B-K3 

34K-Q3, K-B3, 35 P - R3, B - Bfeh 

3SK-K3, B-K3. nB-R5, K-Q4 
35 B-Kt7, Ratigna 

While wm tas 'y by playing K B4 Ktb Ihen 
P KKt4 P BlanoP BSand (mally P KR5 


Cqmpalltion 0315. Solul nn next wei K 
BIsrk 
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Wh to 


How d d WhiU w n a pnwr hv i pr* ttv t u 
ubuvrt? 

Solution to GSM (Tanrooeh'von Schovo 
Lolpilfl, 1IM). (ah1/f2bqrpp/2p1pn10/ 
pp2BpRt/2PP4/P3PP1P/1Pa/2K2SRt - 
Whito to ploy ) 1 srr< (h concluded Ihi garni 
with Ihe crushing 2b B 06 0 x B 26 K » Pi h 
K B1 (net 2b K Rl 27 OxIrhl) 27 
R X Pth K K' 28 R X Rch K X R 24 R Hr 
ch K Kl to OxKt and RIa k n igmd 
(I 10 0 B1 Ihen i1 O KI6eh win th 

Out en) 

Problem No 1555 Solution nixl wrrk 
M. V. Tuxon IF I I Pi ze Ckut (hi ch%h 
leiluna 1918) (B3r3/1q5pA/8R1/1r1nh3«/ 

4P1NN/1b1Q3K -1 wbHa man, 1 black ) 
White to play snd matt in two moves 
Solutloa to No 1057 (Dobbs) Q'4p3 2plp3/ 
2PkP2Q/3p«/lP4/l/7K - mate In four) 

1 0 01 (thfea'ening 2 0 02) (a) 1 K x BP 

2 0 Ohtt K 04, I 0 Kl and either J 

K 84 4 0 R5 or 3 P B4 4 0 K4 
(bl 1 K X KP “> 0 KB1 K 04 3 0 Bt 
snd either 3 K M 40 KI5or3 P K4 
4 0 0B4 The pawn at K2 which breaks Ihe 
symmetry prevents Whitt (rom mail j t-V the 
manoeuvre 0 RB OKIB (36 
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Ruggedly individual and versatile, AVIS 
Jeans are built to take the rough and 
tumble of an active life Designed to take 
on your shape and to speak your body 
language Feel them hug you 

in a selection of zappy and groovy designs 
dnd colours 

Wear them on and on, fade them out, but 
tear them you cannot 

That IS why AVIS—the Tough Ones 
Get a pair today I 


AVIS 

JEANS 

Manufactured & Marketed by 

AVIS INTERNATIONAL PVT. LTD. 

8/32 Kirti Nagar, Industrial Area, 

New Delhi 110 015 Phone 586725,589174 
Cable TROUSER Telex 31>2896 AVIS IN 

Dealers’ enquiries solicited 


Available at: AVIS JEANS 78, Palika Ba^ar Connaught Place • Bahlaona Ajmal Khan Road 
• Oogla'a Greater Kailash Market I * Kunal'a Northend Dapt. Store Kamianagar 
■ Navaan Storaa Aimal Khan Road • Snowhita Connaught Place. Karol Bagh, South Extension 


Amol Bose Advg 1^11 




Regd No. WB|CC|30|79 
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Dipy the Kid hears a faint cry. Chitdren on a runaway hotsel 


pipy the Kid 

ir\ 



Vis I^un3ft0y'j^ 



i ■ .*::Wsw i. 


« ^5' /; 

^ m 



Dipy the Kid spurs 
on to the rescue. 





But the children are 
across a treacherous 
ravin 


...so he takes a short cut. 


v) 


\J M 



|s»»' 



i 



His aim is sure. 



THAT &ue£ WAS A 
THtKSrV BIDB.HOW 
'BOUT SOME cipva 


^PIPY’S MAKES 
the GOIHG 
SMO<?TW. > 

V^i tesv /rc Jir^ 

That's right folks. Dipy's 
squashes are a real treat. 

Wait till you try Dipy's syrups, 
ketchups, sauces, jams 'n' 
jelli^. Mmmm—they're a 
runaway success in taste and 
popularity. 

Dipy's Lemon, Orange, Mango 
Squashes, Lemon Barley Water, 

Lime Cordial, Pineapple Crush 
and delicious syrups. 

Dipy’s is real fruity'^ so fresh ’n* Juicy. 
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Our cover story this week focuses on our only world 
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Padukone. Oipu Ghosh, coach of the Indian 
badminton team, profiles the amazing Prakash who 
could conceivably be world champion. Our 
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Venkat 

and 

Sunny 

M r. k. r. subrama- 

nian's letter (Sports- 
■world April 25) was uncalled 
for. 1 do understand why he 
has strong feelings on Ven- 
kat’s appointment as the 
skipper. But is it necessary 
to denigrate Sunny in order 
to eulogist Venkat'f 

It is absolutely baseless 
to stale that Sunny “has 
treated captaincy lightly at 
all levels”. Actually. Gavas- 


Mr Mukherjee had the oppor¬ 
tunity to .see even one Test 
between India and West In¬ 
dies last season? In all the 
Tests Gavaskar took advice 
from Venkat, cither on or 
cutsidc the held. One cannot 
judge Gavaskar’s ability as 
c-eptain against a team like 
Kallicharran’s last season. I 
think the re.suits would .havb 
been still better if Venkat 
had been the captain. That 
Venkat failed to get a chance 
in the first eleven till re¬ 
cently wa.s because of politics 
whitli had plaifued the Indian 
team. Let me remind Mr 
Mukherjee of the comment 
made by Gary Sobers; 
“Give me Venkat and I will 
beat any side in tbe world.” 



kar appeared to Mr Subra- 
manian as “indisciplincd'’ 
merely because of his un- 
willingne.ss to dance to the 
tunes of the court jesters. 
And it is .sheer lolly to 
think, let alone write, that 
the appointment of Sunny 
as the .skipper would have 
been a “mockery”. Venkat 
himself, and I know him, 
will not in the least appre¬ 
ciate such ridiculous letters. 

•SRINAS\ 

Pohdicheny. 

I DID NOT APPRECIATE 
Amitara Muklierjee’s casti¬ 
gation of Venkat (SporLs- 
world April 25) and his pre¬ 
judice for Gavaskar. What 
wrong have the selectors 
dune in naming Venkat the 
captain? He is the most de¬ 
serving candidate for that 
position at present. Mr 
Mukherjee prefers Gavaskar 
to Venkat. May I know if 


, It is really liUirulous that 
Mr Mukherjee opts for a 
player who docs not even 
lead his 7.ona1 side. Has he 
forgotten Gavaskar's perfor¬ 
mance in the ia.st Prudential 
Cup? He srored just 37 runs 
in CO overs against England. 
Venkat has proved his ability 
as a captain in Deodhar, 
Ranji and Duleep Trophy 
matches and there is no doubt 
that he is going to prove it 
against England also. 

So 1 request my friend not 
to make such biased it ale 
menls and to wish Venkat all 
tbe .success in England in¬ 
stead. 

MITROJELT BOSE. 

Kanchi. 

WHEN I THINK OP VEN- 
katraghavan, 1 cannot but 
think of Rudyard Kipling’s 
lines ! 

*7/ you can trust yourself 
when all men doubt you. 




If 1 /ou can wait and not be 
tired of waiting. 

If you can meet with 
Triumph and Disaster, 

And treat those two impos¬ 
ters just the .same, 

If you can force your heart 
and name and sinew 
To serve your turn long 
after they are gone 
And so hold on when there 
is nothing in you 
Except the will which says 
to them: “flold on’" 

Yours is the Earth and 
everything that’s in it 
And which is more—vou’ll 
be a Man my son!" 

True to the *Gita’, Vonkat 
has always dune hLs duties. 
And now he has got the re¬ 
ward — automatically. The 
right job to the right per¬ 
son! 

MISS V. LAUTflA, 
Tirupur. 

I AM GLAD' niF, SELEG- 
tion committee chose Ven- 
katraghavan as the .skipper. 
He is a very shrfwd captain, 
a fantastic bowler and a bri¬ 
lliant close in fielder. He is 
also a team man to the core. 

CHITHRA MADHAVAN, 
Madras. 

UNLESS MY MEMORY BE- 
trays me, Gavaskar after the 
completion ot the Test match 
between West Indies and In¬ 
dia in CalcuUa said that his 
next ambition was to be a 
good raptain. (He was asked 
in an interview with Calcutta 
Doordarslian what his next 
ambition was, now that he 
had achiesed almost every¬ 
thing a.s a cricketer.) But at 
present, after the selection 
of Venkatraghavan as the 
captain ot the Indian team 
Gavaskar says that he had 
not been enjoying the job. 
iJoe.s it not sound incon¬ 
gruous? 

sum SARKAR. 
Howrah 

1 SEVERELY CONDEMN 
Mr Ainitavai Mukherjee of 
Dbanbad for his comment 
“Venkatraghavan" as the 
skipper ! That is the grea¬ 
test joke of the year,’’ 
(Sj^tsworld April 25). He 
pointed out that under the 
captaincy- ot Venkat, India 
could win only agaiast East 
Africa in the last World Cup. 
But was Venkat solely res¬ 
ponsible lor that 'fantastic' 
performance ? No, it was 
only because of our bats¬ 
men. Readers who have 
been going gaga at the re¬ 
cords of our 'Little Maste:' 
in recent times should not 
also forget his performance 
there. 

Let me give you all the 
details of the matches which 
India played in that tour¬ 
nament. In the first match 


against Enghmd, India scor¬ 
ed only 132 for three 
three wickets in the allotted 
60 overs. In that match 
Gavaskar earned the dubious 
distinction of carrying his 
bat, scoring only 36 runs in 
60 overs. To quote Denis 
Compton ; “It was a com¬ 
plete negation of all that 
'instant” cricket stands for 
and the crowd gave vent to 
its feelings as Gavaskar, the 
chief culprit in this sordid 
drama, plodded on to carry 
bis bat for 36 runs.” In the 
other matches he scored 65 
not out, and 12 against East 
Africa and New Zealand res¬ 
pectively. 

I agree that in all the 
three matches India played, 
Venkat took no wickets. He 
did not bat against England 
and East Africa. He batted 
only against the Kiwis and 
scored 26 not out in the 
total of 230. But in the same 
match our ‘Great Little Mas¬ 
ter’ scored only 12 runs. 

V.RAJtCASWAMY, 

Coimbatore, 


IT WAS UNFAIR OF MR K. 
R. Subramanian (Sportsworld 
April 25) to attack Gavaskar. 
Venkat may be disciplined, 
but Sunny is no less. By his 
discipline and spirit of true 
sportsmanship Sunny has en¬ 
couraged his teammates to 
do well. It was unfair of- 
Mr Subramanian to dub 
Gavaskar as an ‘indisciplined’ 
player. Moreover, a bats¬ 
man-captain is much prefer¬ 
able to a bowler-captain. 

SURMA MfTRA, 
New Delhi. 

GAVASKAR WOULD HAVE 
been an automatic choice 
for the captain's job, had he 
not issued controversial 
Press staltements after the 
recently-concluded India- 
West Indies series. Was 
Sunny scared of captaining 
India in England ? The 
nightmarish experience of 
the 1974 English tour that 
resulted in the eclipse of 
Wadekar was probably very 
fresh in his mind. Hats off 
to Gavaskar for his deftly 
manoeuvred moves, first step¬ 
ping down as Bombaj's cap¬ 
tain, then West Zone’s and 
finally India's. There is 
something more in the cap¬ 
taincy issue than what meets 
the eye. Poor Venkat I Is 
he on a guillotine ? 

K. V. VAIDYALINGAM, 
Bombay, 

T AM REALLY ASTONISH- 
cd that the selectors chose 
Venkat as the captain. When 
the Indian cricket team led 
by Bedi was vanquished by 
the Pakistanis, there was 


only one reason behind it, 
over-bowling by Bedi. 

SHIVATOSH MAJVMDAR, 
Calcutta. 

I AM VERY HAPPY THAT 
the selection committee has 
chosen a competent, intelli¬ 
gent and experienced cap¬ 
tain like Venktfraghavan in 
the place of Gavaskar. 

B. V. V. GIRI, 
Calcutta. 

I HAVE NOTHING 
against Venkat. But some¬ 
how I feel that he will not 
make a good captain. I 
agree thait be bowls a good 
length, is an excellent close- 
in fielder and an experienced 
player. My sympathy goes to 
Sunil Gavaskar. 

VIKRAM RAITANI, 
Chandigarh. 

AS A CAPTAIN GAVASKAR 
is shrewd, brave and bold. 
He proved this in the Ranji 
and Duleep Trophy matches. 
And it was only under 
Gavaskar's captaincy that 
India won a series after a 
long time. True, the Carib- 
beans were a weak team but 
what else was Gavaskar ex¬ 
pected to do ? As captain, 
he fulfilled his duty — got 
runs for India. Besides, bis 
statement that he did not 
enjoy captaincy wa.s not a 
written one. Why did the 
Board choose to take note of 
that when it didn’t do so 
regarding his Press state¬ 
ments on WSC. The Board’s 
step is totally vindictive. 

MUNNI GUPTA. 
Calcutta. 

NO DOUBT VENKAT IS 
really a good bowler, bats¬ 
man and a good gully fiel¬ 
der. But is he a better cap¬ 
tain than Gavaskar? I wUh 
Gavaskar gives the Board a 
fitting reply through his bat¬ 
ting and fielding. 

DIPANKAR, DEY, 
Kalyani. 

THE SELECTION OF VEN- 
kat as India's skipper is 
foolish. Venkat, who was 
struggling hard only recently 
to find a place in the first 
eleven hcs now beeri selected 
the skipper, 

PRALAY CHOUDHURY, 
Indore. 

MR. ABHAS MUKHERJEE 
in Sportsworld, April 25 in¬ 
cites Venkat's colleagues to 
revolt against him. But once 
the .skipper is selected, be it 
Sunil, Bedi or Venkat, we 
should accept the choice 
gracetully and play the game 
with great spirit with an eye 
to honour for our nation. 

1 think the selectors have 
made the best choice. 

S. S. MOH.Ati, 
Bangalore. 


Wrong, Pintu! 

yes. PINTU, its pain 

1 ful to quit a club whici 
you loved so much. Youi 
service to the club was in 
valuable — everyone know; 
it. When the club hed yoi 
it won many trophies. Bu 
the manner in which you ^e 
acted against your belovec 
club — issuing so many state 
ments and writing aCticlei 
almost in all sports maga 
zincs — was shameful. Aftei 
all, the club has not made 
any charges against you pub 
licly. You say you wantw ti 
serve the club without a sin 
gle penny. Is this bclicv 
able ? Again, you speak ol 
the many trophies yoi 
brought to the club. Thu 
was not expected from you 
Sudhir Karmakar was alst 
sort of forced to quit the 
club, but he didn’t react liki 
you. Therein Ih'S the differ 
ence. 

TOTON DASGUPTA 
Calcutta 

MUCH HAS BEEN SAIL 
about East Bengali Club anc 
Samaresh Choudhury ir 
these columns of Sports 
world. Almost all the writ 
CIS resented the treatmeni 
of Pintu by East Benga 
Club. But it is unfortunate 
that nobody mentioned the 
handsome amount Choudhurj 
got from the club as the rc 
ward for his services. Whc' 
Choudhury was paid for hft 
job. the question of retain 
ing him in the club for gooc 
docs not Eiri.se. 

Anyway, as one of the sup 
porler.s of East Bengal, ! 
would request the dub autho 
rities to make public theii 
version of what happened. 
SHIBAM MITRA SARKAR 
Bhilai 

(No further correspondence 
excepting any possible lette 
from East Bengal Club and 
or Samaresh Chaudhury, wil 
In published on this issue- 
Editor). 

Out sympathy 

ARL UMRIGAR DIEt 
in harne.ss. In his age 
he was a master jockey an^ 
record-making winner. Oui 
heart-fell sympathies to the 
bereaved family. 

UDDALAK DATTA am 
KATl DATTA. Sodepur. 

Interesting 

G . M BASHA’S ARTICLE 
“South must revive clut 
football” (Sportsworld Maj 
2) was both interesting a: 
well as informative. It vwjl 
refre-shing to read once again 
of the football giants oi 
yesteryears. 

M. ATYAB SIDDIQVI 
Delhi 






Editor’s page 


\ J, 

A 





\1IK 


somewhere along the line. 

But, one hopes, not irrevocably. 

VfJHY HAS INDIA GONE 
wrong ? One presumes 
that the blame must be 
accepted by those who have 
made themselves responsible 
for the welfare of the game. 
More explicitly, those who 
plan and those who select. 

Why have there been 
so many changes after every 
tournament ? Names, which one 
is assured, will shine bright, 
disappear quicker than a 
shooting star, and the number 
of yesterday's hopes who 
become today's despair is 
quite monotonous. 

If the contention is that 
talent is short then the 
environment that tolerates the 
shortage is at fault. Talent 
cannot vanish overnight. 


pOfl OVER 30 YEARS INDIA 
* led the field in hockey; 
and then gradually as other 
nations took to the game in 
more earnest, she found her 
supremacy threatened. Now 
she stands a disconsolate 
seventh, and her supporters 
are in mourning. Within a 
few short years, the pupils 
have humbled the teacher, 
and it hurts more if one 
is convinced that myeh of the 
disappoirUment could have 
been avoided if only there had 
been a sequence of thought 
and some sense and*method in 
planning. 

For a^Teady example one 
has only to mk accross the 
border, to see how Pakistan 
has adapted to changing 
circumstances and prevailed 
over competition which grows 
stronger every year. And yet 
she has' retard her idcptUy 
and style of play. She has 
borrowed western ideas, but 
only when they have suited 
her. She still considers the 
penalty comer a bonus and not 
(He most s^fiUfieant aspect of 
the play, and eo has contimed 
to depend an the akiU and 
artistty inherent in many a 
pki^ of thie sutr^ontinent. 

/n order ^ manoevare field 


goals she uses her flanks to 
open out the game, and rarely 
allows her attack to be 
bottled by a defence which 
bullies opposing forwards into 
converging their moves, a 
tactic much favoured against 
Indians and Pakistanis by 
the more robust and hard¬ 
hitting opponents. 

In spite of the amended 
off-side rule she prefers her 
full-backs parallel and 
supporting each other, which 
enables her to resist doubly 
deep in her own territory. 

India, meanwhile, prefers the 
staggered system, which, to be 
effective, needs exceptional 
agility to recover lost ground, 
as also the unnecessary need 
for forwards to fall back and 
help out. When they cannot, 
gaps are created and taken 
full advantage of by opponents 
who are sure trappers and 
hard strikers of the ball. 

Then there is a will to 
fight and a pride in playing 
for the team. And, above aU, 
Pakistan has organised a 
seemingly unending source of 
replacemerUs as and when 
required. While Pakistan has 
retained her individuality, 
India seems to have lost hers 


More likely, it is thoughtless 
selection, which opts for a 
player who is inadequate to 
begin with, or thoughtless, 
planning, which does not 
' persist with potential, but 
looks for instant solutions 
more readily than for lasting 
benefits. 

Again, for an example one 
can go across the border. 

Five years ago. Pakistan found 
herself in much the same 
predicament as India is in 
today. Quietly and methodi¬ 
cally she built up a team. She 
selected honestly and without 
interference. She trained hard 
and always maintained a 
second line. For some years 
there was Uttle cheer, but 
the investment had to pay, and 
it did. Now she is rejoicing, 
while we bumble along, 
airing comments on the radio, 
reasons and excuses in the 
newspapers and even raising 
question in Parliament. So far, 
to little effect. 
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Now Bournvita gets recognition 
as the Olympic Drink 
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Your favourite Bournvita now has the 
seal of approval as the Olympic Food Drink 
of India from the Organising Committee of 
the 1980 Moscow Olympics. Bournvita has 
also achieved "Official Suppliers'' status to 
the 1980 Indian Olympic Contingent. 

Why Bournvita? 

Because Bournvita contains all the nourish¬ 
ing goodness of cocoa, malt, milk and sugar. 
Two teaspoonfuls in a hot cup of milk, 
make a deliciously wholesome food drink. 

Give your children Bournvita every day, 
twice a day It helps provide the nourish¬ 
ment they need for a healthy, active life. 

And you need it too. .to keep up with themi 
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THE SKIS OF THE FISHERMAN 

\ 

Roim: A veritabi* avalanche of fraeble skis has 
descended on the Vatican ever since Pope John Paul II 
vouchsafed the Information that he’s a winter sports fan. 
But the Holy Father Is so fond of his own rather old and 
battered metal head pair, he won't ski on anything else. 
No doubt the sporting Pontiff's Cardinals will be encouraged 
to put the spare pairs to good use.... 

NAME GAMES 

Sheffield: Hang around the snooker circuit long 
enough and .you’ll discover that all the players have nick¬ 
names. Eddie Charlton, who gets ready to make a shot at 
somewhere around the pace of dinosaurs mating, Is known 
as "Steady Eddy’’. John Spencer was for a time "The 
Sniffer" apparently because he sniffed a lot. Ray Reardon 
Is ’’The Dracula,’’ "but not”, said a snooker buff hurriedly, 
"to his face". 

IF IT’S TUESDAY THIS MUST BE BELGIUM.... 

Belgium : It’s a slightly unbalanced affair which takes 
place only on a Tuesday In September. The 10 ft. tall 
patricipants knock elbows and trip each other to the noisy 
accompaniment of kettle-cfrums and trumpets. This Is 
atilt-walking, Belgium’s oldest and craziest sport. On a hill 
In Namur, two teams of stilt-walkers fight a folKlorlstic 
fight that will leave you laughing. Bedecked In original 
15th century costumes they are cheered or jeered as they 
steer or veer. This "high-stepping" sport commemorates 
the saving of Namur in 1411 A.D. 


B. TELLIS 


i»n Tompleton and Tom Forman 
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All in the game 


Adil, Rita: 

Emerging 

stars 

S PRINTFRS ADIL SUMARl- 
Wida and Rita Sen have much 
in comnion Both aie in their 
eaily twenties and both get off 
the starting blocks like lighten¬ 
ing Ibc two happy go-lucky ath 
l(>te& ha\( <;ntcrcd the national 
SCI lie barely ten months ago, and 
arc suic to be big news as time 
goes by Tew noticed thvir 
stiudy progiess because of the 


Rita S‘>n 



preoccupation with the fate of the 
running trio Han Chand Shivnath- 
Siiram and the spectacular suo 
ress ol long jumper Suiesh Babu 
Ihis meant extra work, in mote 
waj s than one, for the youn^ sprin¬ 
ters It also made life easier tor 
them, pubhatywise, in the sense 
that neither their successes nor 
failures were taken serious note 
of by most people Breathing 
spare is what both needed to 
n'cch the top And they have 
almost made it, as far national 
level performance is concerned 

But there is also a great deal 
that differentiates their qualities 
Shor* and stocky, Adil is essen 
tially a 100 metres man On bis 
cuiient form he is the fastest 
splinter in the country — up to 
the 80 metre m^rk ' While his 
starts arc faster than those ol the 
national champion Gnanasekharan, 
he gives the impression of peter 
ing out just before the finishing 
tape "Persistence and stamina 
IS what you need to beat Gnana ’ 
I told him The modest Adil 
just smiled and replied “you aie 
telling me At the time of writ 
mg he has progressed from 10 8 
secs to 10 5 secs in less than a 
year, and is certain to do better 
beforp long 

Housewife Rita Sen is nippy 
enough to justify her recent 118 
secs in the notional tiials at Pati 
ala, the fastest to date for the 100 
metres by an Indian woman But 
thcit Was less consequential than 
what she did soon afterwards 
Peisuaded by formei Asian 400 
metres gold medallist Kanialjit 
6aiidhu, now a coach with the NIS, 
to ‘have a bash at the 400 in some 



Adtl Summwala 


20 minutes after she had run the 
100, she did )ust that ' Taking 
<«Jvantage of the inside lane she 
chased her quartcrmiling rivals 
and stormed past all of them long 
before the finishing stretch Says 
Kamaljit 'Her enduiame is just 
fantastic <nd I am sure she is go 
ing to be a great 400 metn s find 
I think she is quite capable of 
running sub5(> sees with stiffc 
competition With the Asian 
Championships at Tokyo not far 
of! Rita Sen may hit the head 
lines sooner than expected 

R4i)| 1 HliJI I 


Badminton is 
beautiful 

T ilt CAIM WATERS OF -niE 
SuKhna I ake and the hazy 
outliiKS of the Shivalik ranges 
III (he di'-tanre piovicic an im 
piessive backdrop The atmos 
phcie, one of gaielv is ciilivciicd 
by beat music A bevy cjt beauties 
walk across the colourful rostrum 
in careful, measuicd steps Amid 
t'luiiderous applaii e Kapil Dev, 
I idia s late st c rare helpc>d by the 
till! ciuecti i>ecti 7ulshi (towns 
Kdiiwdi ihakui Singh Ihc bad 


minton star be comes Chandigaihs 
hrst ‘Spoi ts Ouec n 

No, this IS not the pioduct of a 
fictionwiK r’s fertile imagination, 
this is the product of the ingenuity 
of Chandigaih Sports Jouinalists’ 
Association and a scene fioin the 
Spoils Queen contest- the hist of 
Its kind -organised to piove that 
‘sports gills can be is gi.i(clul 
and feminine as normal women 

The rontisl was the star atti ir 
tion of the second annual iwaicl 
presentation function of the CSJA 
The contestants all spoits giils 
ranging fiom a horse rider to Kan 


wal (anyone who had icpio nted 
hci college was eligible') had to 
face a barrage of question rcia 
ting to sports lliey wtu judged 
by Kaiiwa1)il Sanclhu the fust In 
dian gill to stiikc an athletic gold 
in Asian Games Nirmul Milkha 
Singh, wife ol the Hying Sikh’ 
and a distinguished volleyball 
player in the years gene by, and 
Giiulam Kaul the police chief of 
the City • 

The crown was worth two air 
tickets to Siinagdi and two days’ 
stay in a hve stai hotel for the 
wmnci Ncc'dless to say, a good 
time was had by all 



All in the game 


Cricket's blind 
follower 

N ight cricket we accept 

But the blind playing cricket ? 
Now that's going too far. To 

X rove they can, Ivin Molloy, an 
ustralian who lost bis eyes at the 
age of 11, taught a handful of 
Indian blind boys how to play cric¬ 
ket in Bombay. 

Molloy, 52, says : “Blind cricket 
is play^ in England and Austra¬ 
lia. lie idea is not so much to be 





* 




a good player. The empha¬ 
sis IS on, rehabilitation ot 
the blind, the feehng of being 
involved, of not experiencing a 
shortcoming In Australia we blind 
people have inter-State matches 
that are played with intense 
rivalry, like that m a normal 
game ’’ 

Molloy explans “A partially 
bhnd person is one whose eyes 
have approximately 40% of the 
normal sighting power. While • 
totally blind person is one who 
can't see All teams have to have 
a minimum of five totally blind 
players. A blind bowler cannot 
bowl to a totally bbnd batsman 
Our boundary line is only 40 yards 
from the bat" 

The game is played as follows: 
the>bowler calls out to the wicket¬ 
keeper, who replies by clapping his 
hands. This enables both of them 



to know where the other is stand¬ 
ing. Next the bowler asks the 
batsman if be is ready. When the 
batsman replies in the affirmative 
the bowler shouts ‘plav’ and then 
delivers the ball underhand 

The ball is more rectangular 
than round It is made up of 
bottle tops in the middle with a 
few pieces of lead to make it 
heavy. The outer surface is made 
up of nylon or cane. 

Since the emphasis is on hear¬ 
ing, a full toss is declared a no- 
bul. The wickets are 22 yards 
apart. There is a thick white Une 
drawn six yards from the bowler, 
who must pitch the ball before the 
line. The wickets are all joined 
together The stumps are of 
metal. The inside portion is hollow 
so that when the ball hits the 
wickets a sharp sound emanates. 

During his early days, as a boy, 



Ivin was playing Viith cfaikiren. 
They were throwing stones One 
such missile landed on Ivin's face 
resulting in blinding one eye and 
damaging the other. 

Molloy admitted' “There is as 
much gamesmanship in bbnd 
cricket as there is in the conven¬ 
tional game Even though a full 
toss IS a no-ball a bowler very 
often hurls it at a batsman to un¬ 
settle him ” 

Molloy wears a special watch. 


P'ltiwparH 
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which was piesentcd to him when 
he took his 150th wicket m mter 
state matches He says, “1 jruft. 
bowling to batting'' 

A blind person may gauge th" 
direction of the ball by its rattle 
but how does he allow foi the 
height of the delivery Could 
th^s not cause injury’ Molliy 
replies ‘ Yes, that is possible, 
but we just hope by playing he 
Will get the hang of the thing As 
for injury it's one of the risks one 
has to take.” 



Cover Story 


CANPRAKASH 

BETHEWORLD 

CHAMPION? 

Yes, he can says DIPU GHOSH 
but he has only one more year. 


B etween September i979 and 

Hie end of 1980. Prakash 
Padukone should emerge as the 
world’s best badminton player. That 
is the period in which he is expected 
to reach his peak. If he isn’t crown¬ 
ed king within that filieen-month 
period. Prakash will have to be 
written off as just one of the many 
players who had great potential, but 
couldn’t translate it into power. 

For the last ten years Prakash 
has been playing extensively. He 
has been national champion for eight 
years in a row—a record that no 
Indian will find easy to beat. But in 
the process, he is gradually burning 
himself out. This is due in large 
measure to the fact that he has had 
to push himself too much while re¬ 
presenting the country. The demands 
on him have always been more than 
on all the other players put together, 
because of the yawning gap between 
his standard and that of the others. 

While this situation could, per¬ 
haps. have continued indefinitely, 
Prak.nsh’s sudden proneness to injury 
—no doubt brought about by the 
extra effort he has always had to 
put i't for the country—has made 
the position grave for this player. 
Besides, age is going against him. In 
badminton, 24 years is a lot. Unles.s 
he is completely cured, he’ll find 
himself at the end of the road .soon. 

Two factors are going against him. 
The first is that he has no opposi¬ 
tion worth the name within the 
country, which actually works against 
his improvement. The other, as I 
mentioned earlier, is the strain and 
respon.sibility of working overtime 
for the country. 

The latter tells oi, his health. And 
there i' no possibility in this country 
of having a physical therapist attach¬ 
ed to a single player to keep him in 
trim. Til contnist, Lieni Swie King. 
1 am told, has .several. And yet, if 


Prakash had been born in a more 
badminton-minded country, or one 
where sportsmen are really looked 
after, he should have been world 
champion twice or thrice over. We 
have no way of lifting a player 
above his peak. In today’s sports 
world, even after a player gels to 
the zenith, physical conditioning and 
psychological efforts are combined 
to push him even beyond. 

The diligent Prakash has had no 
rest from April last year. First, 
there was the trip to China. Almost 
on its heels came the Commonwealth 
Games. Then there were hectic pre¬ 
parations for the Asian Games in 
Bangkok. This was followed by the 
Nationals — and then came the 
Thomas Cup against Malaysia Pra¬ 
kash, tired out by then, went limping 
to the All-England thereafter. 

Prakash is too good a player to be 
lost through sheer exhaustion. Of 
course, he does need to tone up his 
physical self more — although 
even today, he is one of the fittest 
sportsmen in the country. He needs 
more “staying power’’—more stamina. 
Also, Prakash will have to inject 
more power to his shots. But let’s 
hear Prakash himself on his game 
and his present situation. 

“Apart from Liem King, all of us 
at the top- I mean Dclfs and com¬ 
pany—are at par. The result of a 
match depends to a large extent on 
whose day it is. It’s difficult to beat 
King. The only way I can do it is by 
slowing his game and equal him at 
least in stamina. 

“But before getting to that I’d 
like to plan niy commitments. There 
has been too much pressure on me. 
1 only hope I'll get a respite from 
the continuing heavy schedule— 
especially through local tournaments. 
You sec, each organi.s«*r says: ‘Come 
for just three days.’ They don’t 
realise that a multiple of three days 
could be more then three months." 


I FULLY AGREE WITH PRAKASH 
There should be no pressure 
brought on him for the next year 
and naif. Rest is essential for him. 
If necessary, I feel he should be ex¬ 
empted from all competitions except 
the Nationals. He should be allow¬ 
ed to phase out his competitive play. 

Otherwise therb could be trouble. 
You see, ever since his injury at'the 
Edmonton Games, Prakash has had 
to fight to stay fit. Even then, he 
has never attained even his own pre¬ 
vious physical peak. Then, at the All- 
England, it became so bad that be 
had to retire. Ever since, Prakash 
has never been able to give of his 
best. Doctors in England diagnosed 
the trouble as a bruised right heel 
with a blood clot. They advised 
complete rest—as their only prescrip¬ 
tion—for two-and-a-half months at a 
stretch. Obviously, he didn’t get it. 

If and when he is able to, I feel 
Prakash will be able to get past King. 
In fact, in today’s badminton world, 
Prakash is perhaps the only player 
who' can get the better of King, 
Prakash has tremendous penetrative 
intelligence. He has an edge over 
all his other contemporaries because 
he is the only player who is still on 
the ascendance. Fleming Delf.s, the 
Chinese Hou Shia-sliin and others 
have already reached their peak, 
while He Sumirat is definitely. over 
the hill. The young crop of Chinese 
players and others from Denmark 
and other placx'.s arc still raw and 
nowhere near him. 

Prakash has several good playing 
qualities. What distinguishes him 
most is the fact that he can change 
his approach or his style of play in 
the middle of a match to suit the 
needs of the game at that particular 
moment. King’s gaihe is based pure¬ 
ly on power. As long as he is allow¬ 
ed to play his game, he is unbeatable. 
But Prakash’s ability to alter his 
approach to .suit the needs of the 
moment gives him an edge. 

But Prakash has to get additional 
power for his strokes. He will also 
have to sharpen his physical fitness 
and staying power. This is not be¬ 
cause he is unfit but because the 
Indonesians and Chinese, especially 
King, have developed themselves 
well beyond the ordinary norms of 
physical fitness. 

If all the attributes that go to 
make Prakash such a great player 
do not lead him to world champion¬ 
ship titles, it will be a great tragedy. 
After all, how many world class 
sportsmen does a country like India 
produce? Thus, it is imperative that 
the Government, the Badminton 
Association of India and ail those 
connected with the game help Pra¬ 
kash to achieve this glory. 

At the moment, Prakash is not at 
his best. His heel injury has affect¬ 
ed his game. His enforced lay-off 
after his return from the All-England 
tournament has made him slower and 
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B9 luiig v» nis neei isni neaieo, ne £ 
cannot think of accelerating his * 
work-outs. In this background, we ^ 
will definitely not be seeing him at | 
his best in the Thomas Cup competi- £ 
tion but he is going bedause his | 
absence from the team will make a Q 
great difference to the others’ per¬ 
formance. He will not only go, he’ll 
play. 

Prakash was advised two and a 
half months rest. He didn’t get it 
So, after the Thomas Cup and ujitil 
the end of June, he will take com¬ 
plete rest. So he will not take part 
$n the ^ scheduled invitation tourna¬ 
ments in New Zealand and Austra¬ 
lia, which are to be held immediately 
after the Thomas Cup. The BAI is 
now trying to push in Syed Mody 
and Partho Ganguly. 

If Prakash’s leg is healed com¬ 
pletely, he will get time from July 
to mid-September to reach his peak 
again. A prize money tournament 
will be held in England in the third 
week of September. It will be a 
key competition for him. After the 
All-England failure, it will not only 
help his world seeding but also the 
psychological base on which he can 
build himself up to victory in the 
next All-England. He will then have 
six months to prepare for that, from 
September to February. 

I N MANY WAYS. PRAKASH IS A 
unique individual. Normally, a 
player has several social commit¬ 
ments. The greater the player, the 
more doses of it he has to swallow. 
Prakash does not shun them. But 
the moment they clash with his bad¬ 
minton, he forsakes them. Unlike 
most other players, his deep love for 
the game acts as a check against 
all extraneous influences. I know of 
some world ranking players whose 
coaches always have to chalk out 
rigid schedules so that they don’t go 
astray. Left to themselves, these 
players may not have been able to 
achieve greatness. Prakash, besides 
his technical qualities, has the 
neces.sary discipline built into his 
system which has taken him so far 
and which, hopefully, will take him 
to the very top. 

Touch-play, emphasis on subtleties, 
strokes, deception and footwork 
distinguished the game in our 
generation. In modern badminton, 
almost all of these have become 
secondary. The entire emphasis to¬ 
day is on stroke power, speed and 
stamina. Of course, this is evident 
in several games, but it is most 
noticeable in badminton. 

This transition would have taken 
a long time to come about in India 
had it not been for Prakash. His 
game now is of the Rudy Hartono 
type. And yet, when he started out, 
he had before him several Indian 
stars to emulate. The touch game 
of Nandu Natekar, Sureslf Gow, T. 

N. Seth and others influenced him 
a great deal and he fashioned his 
game on them from his early teens. 


Rut the course of his game and 
his career took a dramatic turn with 
the visit to India of Rudy Hartono 
in early 1971. While he was at 
Jubbulpore, Prakash would get up 
early and very carefully water. Rudy 
play. Being highly impressed by the 
world champion's approach to the 
game, Prakash would take down 
copious notes on Rudy’s game. 

He realised that the future lay with 
Rudy and his game. He readily 
discarded his old style and adopted 
the new with gusto. His priorities 
settled, Prakash got down to the 
business of being India’s best-player 
by far. 

If Prakash had not made such a 
dramatic switch, it could have taken 
years for Indian badminton to take 
to the new course uf play. Prakash’s 
meteoric rise and the fact that he 
could mould his game to present-day 
demands has affected and will con¬ 
tinue to affect generations uf play¬ 
ers very forcefully. The entire 
credit for setting the “power” trend 
in Indian badminton goes to Pr.nkash 
alone and nobody else. 

This 24-year-old’s contribution to 
Indian badminton is not limited to 
this. His dedication — in fact, his 
total commitment — to the game 
has helped all the other players 
realise that there is no short-cut to 
greatness in the game- The rigorous 
training he undertakes — even on 
his own — at his home town or at 
national camps, has helped all the 
others to this realisation and also 
encouraged them to emulate bis 
efforts. 

For over two years — since my 
return from a coaching assignment 
in Iran — I have found quite a few 


up-and-coming youngsters with talent 
and potential, who have participated 
in camps, along with Prakash, being 
influenced by the latter’s approach 
to the game and his game itself. I 
feel that by the time Prakash re¬ 
tires, these youngsters should be 
able to emulate him and rise to the 
same dizzy heights. Their achieve¬ 
ments will, in large measure, be 
due to pathfinder Prakash. 

The man Prakash is an equally 
good personality. Not only players, 
others too can learn from his self- 
restraint and dedication. This docs 
not mean he is a perennially grave 
person. He can be extremely light¬ 
hearted and entertaining, especially 
with his impish humour. But tie 
never gives in to the normal tem¬ 
ptations of life. This is very .surpris¬ 
ing in today’s set-up, especially at 
the highest levels ot spurt. And 
whoever has come clo'ic to him has 
held him in great esteem because of 
the qualities that are so rare in 
today’s world. 


When his badminton days are 
over, Prakash may turn into a lead¬ 
ing bridge player. His brother is 
already carving a niche for himself 
in this sphere in Karnataka and, 
going by his progress at national 
camps — Prakash might well emerge 
one day as the best in India in this 
game, too. 

But his present sights are set 
much higher. And his horoscope 
also predicts world titles from Sep¬ 
tember onwards. lntcrpretcr.s ot it 
had clearly said that he would not 
suctxed at the highest level until 
September 79 — and this has been 
proved. Now let us see whether 
their predictions for post-September 
greatness also came to pass. 


/ 



Interview 


'No con¬ 
troversies 
for me, 
please' 

INTERVIEW WITH 
PRAKASH 

Sl‘<vrls.world : Does (he heel Injury 
that forced you to retire from the 
Ali-England championship still 
bother you? 

Frakash: At the moment I can 
say I am perfectly allright. All that 
1 needed was ample rest and 1 have 
got it. I just did some exercises and 
think I am fit now. 

SW: Before every major inter- 
naliunat meet you are required to 
attend a camp at Patiala. Do they 
help? 

I^akash: Camps are ‘helpful’ be¬ 
cause you get a chance to practice 
together. Moreover, you can con¬ 
centrate completely on your game 
and devote more time to it. When 
you train in a groups you always do 
better tlian when you arc alone. 

SW: Which do you think is a 
better place, Bangalore or Patiala? 

Prat ash: Personally I prefer 
Bangalore. You have plenty of 
scope for relaxation and recreation, 
in Bangalore there will be no ques¬ 
tion of ‘All play and no work makes 
Jack .1 dull boy’. 

SW: Given a choice would you 
play in the doubles? 

Prakash: Right now I am con¬ 
centrating on the singles and so I 
would prefer not to play the doubles. 
Hut if the country needs me, I will 
pl<i,v in the doubles. 

SW; Don’t yon think that wilt 
hamper your chances in the singles? 

Prakash: Yes, it will. You see 
when I play in India I do not find 
much opposition hence it is not tir¬ 
ing for me. When we play outside, 
thHi,t« are tough and playing a single.s 
match there is as good as playing 
lom matches here. So when you 
have to play both doubles and singles 
it wiJ! be too tiring but, then, can I 
help it? The prestige of the country 
is mudi more important. 

SW: What is the attitude of the 
Badminton Federation of India? Are 
they helpful to you? 

PrfcJiash: No comments. 


SW: Bebig a captain you auto- 
matically become a selector. What 
do you have to say about the selec- 
.tion pattern of the federation? 

Prakash; .Sorry, no comment*,. 

SW: Whqt about your S«te 
Atfsoclation? Are they helpful? 

Prakash: Sorry again, no com¬ 
ments. I play the game and as such 
1 don’t like to get involved in any 
controversies. 

SW: What was your reaction 
when yon were made the joint 
topseed at the All-England tourna¬ 
ment along wKh Uem Swie King? 

Prakash: I was naturally thrilled 
when the newspapers carried the 
item and so were my family mem¬ 
bers. We were expecting the third 
or fourth place, but 1 think my 
victory in the Commonweaffh Cham¬ 
pionship and against Delf.s in the 
‘Evening of Champions’ at London 
tilted tile scales in my favour. 

SW; Would you have done 
justice in normal circumstances? 

Prakash: Yes I would have cer¬ 
tainly tried my best to justify the 
faith they had reposed on me. But 
then I developed this heel pain. 

SW: Where did you develop this 
pain? 

Prakash: My right heel .started 
to bother me during the pre-Thomas 
Cup camp (before we met Malaysia) 
at Patiala. So I took rest for a 
couple of days and the pain subsid¬ 
ed. In fact, I did not feel any pain 
either at Kuala Lumpur or Penang. 
The actual pain started at Copen¬ 
hagen and it wps never the same 
with roe after that. I tried physio¬ 
therapy both at Copenhagen and' 
Loiqlon but did not get much relief. 

SW : Do you attribute your d^eat 
in Copenhagen to this pain or did 
you purpos^ throw away the games 
so that you could avoid a clash with 
Delfs before the All-England? 

Prakadi: It was mainly because 
of the heel injury and not because I 
had to avoid Delfs. (For once, 
Prakash showed a flash of anger.) 

SW: Were you forced to play at 
Copenhagen? 

Prakash; 1 think I was obligated 
to play the singles. The hosts had 
treated us so well. Moreover, two of 
our players had withdrawn (includ¬ 
ing Modi) and so I was the only one 
left and 1 owed it to the hosts. 

SW: Who finances your trips? 

Piakuih: The Government of 
India financed our trip to Malaysia 
and the European circuit. For my 
practice and other trips I turn to my 
employers, who have always been 
helpful to me. 

SW: What is the role that your 
bank plays in your career? 

Prakash: They give me all the 
encouragement that I need. My trip 
to Indonesia was sponsored by them. 
Special leave is no problem and for 
every achievement of mine they have 


provfded me with some incentives 
like promotions. I got one after my 
success at Edmonton. They have 
been the guiding spirit in my career 
and I am grateful to them. 

SW: A couple of years ago you 
were complaining of lack of tn- 
couragement. Now you, are being 
given every facility. Is it a case m 
too Uttle, too late? 

Prakash: It is true that I should 
have been allowed to play in more 
international matches seven years 
ago so that I could have had valu¬ 
able experience. But due to some 
reason or 'the other I was deprived 
of it. At least now I am getting the 
much needed international ex¬ 
perience. Better late than never, 
isn’t it? It is taxing but I think 1 
can pull on for some more time. 

SW: Is it true that there i» a 
proposal to make badminton a pro* 
fesrional game. What do you think 
about it? 

Prakash: Yes, it is. Personally I 
am lor (Prakash stressed this word) 
badminton becoming a professional 
game. After all, badminton is also 
a fascinating game from the specta¬ 
tors’ point of view. Moreover, it is 
one ot the most strenuous game in 
the world of sports. The players 
put in a lot of work but the rewards 
they get are not enough for the 
effort they put in. It will be helpful 
for the players and I think the 
general standard of the game will 
al.‘>o go up. In fact a majority of 
the players of the world are for the 
game turning open. If it turns pro¬ 
fessional then the first prize-money 
tournament will be at London in 
September this .vear. I believe that 
about £20,000 will be at stake. 

SW: But don’t you tUnk it will 
be harmful for a country like ourt? 

Prakash: No I don’t think so. 
Instead, it will encourage more 
youngsters to take up the game. 
Don’t we have tennis professionals 
in the country and don’t they play 
for the country whenever they are 
required to do so? Basically unless 
there is money involved we cannot 
hope to improve the game. I feel it 
will be good for the country and for 
badminton. 

SW: What do you think of Inda’a 
future in badminton? What would 
you suggest to improve our 
standards? 

Prakash: The future is bright. 
We have talent among our 
youth but we must put in more 
effort to train them, correct 
their mistakes and give them a lot 
of incentives. If we follow half of 
what they do in Indonesia or Den¬ 
mark, I am sure the country will 
soon have some international stars. 
Coaching camps and international 
experience are musts. Also, a lot 
depends on the player himself. He 
has to devote a lot of time for 
practice and physical training, be¬ 
sides being self-disciplined. 

OUR CORRESPONDENT. 
Bangalore 


Bhelpuri 
yes, beer 
no! 

SOS ALE BHARATH. 
who knows Prakash 
from his childhood days, 
writes on his dear friend. 

I f HE WERE A CRICKETER OR A 
tennis star, Prakash would today 
hnv<; been both a millionaire and a 
ruprrstar. Not surprisingly, he is 
neither, for badminton in India is 
one of the least commercialized and 
publicised games. 

My memories about Prakash, ^ 
friend, date back to the early Sixties 
when we used to trek together to 
Canara Union near our house in 
Malleswaram. in Bangalore. It was at 
Canara Union where Prakash had 
his baptism in badminton. We were 
eight then. Prakash would play the 
game, so that he could emulate his 
father, a well-known player in the 
then Mysore State. For most mem¬ 
bers of the club it was great fun 
seeing this fair, short-haired young¬ 
ster who wore baggy-baggy trousers 
trying to hit the 'bird*. But for 
Prakash it was all serious. So serious 
was he that he had to win and to 
lose was something bad. 

I still remember his tournament 
debut. Piaying in the sub-juniors, 
Prakash, quite naturallv. lost in the 
first round. This was an insult to 
his budding ego and, unable to suffer 
the ‘humiliation’, Prakash started to 
howl on the court and refused to 
leave it. 

But this act was a blessing in dis- 
pise for among the spectators was 
Mr K. A. Netakallappa, better known 
is the 'father of spoids’ in Karnataka. 
Metkal, as he is popularly called, 
»me over to Prakash and succeeded 
n consoling him with the promise of 
I new racquet. And when Prakash 
{ot it, a new chapter in his life 
legan. 

I once asked his father. P. R. 
lamesh, an ITl man; “Did you see 
I champion in your son?” He ans¬ 
wered: “He snowed so much in- 
erest in the game. I allowed him to 
ilay at the Union. But the serious- 
less and speed that he showed made 
ne feel that he would do well In the 
uture and from then on I made it 
I point to make badminton play a 
najor.role in his life. Now 1 am 
llad that he has fulfilled my hopes.” 

He is up by five in the morning 
ind is ready by six for bis work- 
ittts, which lasts till nine. Back 


home, be has his bath and breakfast 
and around ten speeds off in his 
Yezdl motorbike to office, about five 
kilometres away. Till five he is in 
the office—if it is not the badminton 
SMson. Otherwise, he leaves the 
®arly—a light snack at home 
and he is back on court. Three more 
hours of serious work-out and then 
back to bed by 9.30. 

Being such a busy bee, Prakash has 
hardly any time, or energy, for other 
acUvities. Occasionally he might 
It to a movie or take time to 
stroll in the Cubbon Park and enjoy 
some ‘Pan! puri’ and if it is not too 
late (8,30 p.m. is late!) Prakash will 
visit a nearby ice cream parlour and 
treat himself to one of the specials 
there. On a non-working day, Pra- 
ka.sh i.<! content to spend his time 
vlith the family and listen to music, 
mostly the ‘Abba’ discs which he 
claims are his favourite. 

Prakash is a very shy man and 
being such a top player, and a hand¬ 



some one at that, is. expectedly, a 
rage among the college girls. A 
girl, whom I hardly know gushed: 
“How I adore him!” But Prakash 
seldom gives re&M'in tor anyone to be 
encouraged. If slWmconc is particular¬ 
ly insistent, you can see Prakash 
blush, and quickly slip away, with 
a polite ‘thank you*. 

Non-vegetarianism is taboo in 
his house—his family is Gowd Saras- 
Wats from South Kanara — but 
Prakash loves to eat “almost every¬ 
thing that moves except beef”. But 
he is a teetotaller and hates it if 
somebody drinks along with him. 
Still, he has changed a bit now and 
allows drinks to be had in his 
vicinity. I remember an evening 
when we all went to a restaurant to 
celebrate New Year’s eve and asked 
for beer. Prakash was furious and 
got up to leave the party. After much 
coaxing, he agreed to stay but on 
one condition. ‘I don’t mind if you 
folks drink but 1 don't want any 
bottles to be seen on my table or 


some people are found to say that 
Prakasn, too, drinks." 

tyniE PRAKASH-PRADEEP COM- 
-k bination (his elder brother) 
dominated the Bangalore badminton 
scene before Pradeep‘lefl for the 
United States. Prakash went on to 
complete his graddlktion in M. E. S. 
College in Bangalore. Soon after, he 
joined the Union Bank of India as 
a grade II officer. His Commonwealth 
success got him a promotion to 
Grade I. 

He i.s the proud possession of his 
bank. Says Mr Menon, Assistant 
Superintendent (Pei.sonnel) “We are 
proud of him. We have b<%n provid¬ 
ing all possible help to him. Wc 
have posted him in the administra¬ 
tive department so that he should 
not face problems connected with 
leave etc. Wlicoevcr he deserved it 
we have given him incentives and 
now after India’s remarkable success 
against Malaysia Piakash. is in foi 
another promotion. We provided him 
with financial as.sistance when he 
o went to Indone.sia for training.” 

< 

T “Prakash should be a Development 
S Manager soon. Being engrossed in 
o badminton most of the time, Prakash 
^ has not been able to concentrate on 
S his routine‘bank work but then his 
contacts have helped us to quite a 
big extent. Prakash is a very oblig¬ 
ing person, always friendly and 
polite. I am yet to see a player of 
his calibre and popularity behaving 
so softly and politely and showing 
as much enthusiasm in work as he 
does in badminton.” 

I can vouch for one thing; success 
has never gone to his head. Neither 
the gold of Commonwealth nor the 
eight National titles have changed 
the person. He is still the same and 
he will remain the same when he 
turns professional shortly. He loves 
bhelpuri and will always do so 

The .small house in old Mallcswa- 
ram in Bangalore where showcases 
are overflowing with trophies and 
mementos has now become famous, 
thanks to Piakash, but then that has 
created problems too. Ordinarily, 
letters addressed to ‘Prakash Padu- 
kone. Bangalore,’ would not have 
-een the light of the day but now 
almost everyday letters pour into the 
family—all his fan mail. The mail 
doubles after his return from foreign 
trips and Prakash, being a modest 
person, takes pains to write back to 
each ot them, thus straining his 
pocket. But, then, he loves to 
correspond. 

Since most of the time he is out¬ 
side Bangalore, Prakash loves to stay 
at home and relax with his grand 
arents, Mr & Mrs Annajirao. Pra- 
ash has three brothers. Pradeep. 
too, was of Prakash's class in the 
beginning, but he wci-.^ abroad. The 
other two—Mahesb and Marish— 
play the game but not with much 
success while Prakasb’s only sister 
Padmini has an occasional base at it. 
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His book 'Down the Line' 

tells you the full story of Indian Tennis. 

"We’ve got the best talent m the 
world here in India Finding them, coaching 
thern, putting them on the International 
tennis circuit That is my ambition," 

His cigarette No. 10 filter 

Uncomoromising quality 
Unvarying satisfaction. 
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FUJEXt 

The taste to go Steady with 

STHUIORT WMNING CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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^^t^criMuun cut* 

Long trek 
for BSF 

'THE ORGANISERS OF THE 
third Federation Cup tournament 
“V.**. H’'* heaved a long sigh of 
relief when the irritatingly protract- 
M competition finally ended. Their 
losses will probably never be re- 
rovered, but they have learnt the 
wsson that, without co-operation 
from all quarters, it is not possible 
to conduct a championship of this 
magnitude and importance. 

The champion clubs competition 
of India was won by the BSF when 
they thrashed a subdued Mafatlal 
voup of Bombay 3-0 in the replayed 
final at the Nehru Sbadium, Gauhati. 

Injury to three of their seasoned 
campaigners hit Mafatlal very badly 
as they had to field veteran Amar 
Bahadur and two junior players. 
The absence of Ranjit Thapa, skipn- 
er Thomas Fernandes and Bala- 
krishanan was evident when in the 
whole of the replayed final, the 




Bhupinder Shtgh Rawat of Mafatlal about to dodge past the OU India custodian and then Rawat about to place 
the boll in the open gool 


Bombay club had only one positive 
try at the goal—in the Mth minute 
when Ratan Thapa's shot missed the 
target. 

That BSF's main weapon was 
speed was proved again. The second 
goal by Balwinder Singh in the 17th 
minute of the second half was a 
treat for the few spectators who 
bad turned up to see the match. 
Surinder Singh’s long clearence was 
diverted by Nandkishore and Bal 
winder raced through almost from 
the centre line, beat Hanumantha by 
sheer pace and placed the ball in. 
Narinder Gurung had scored the 
first goal in the first half and the 
third and final goal was scored bv 
Nandkishore off a centre by Balwin¬ 
der. Narinder Gurung was the best 
on the field on the replyed final. 

On the first day of the final, BSP 



.4 tussle for the ball in midfield ht the match fietween Mafatlal and Od 
India. Mafatlal won the semi-final 5 0 


were trailing 0-1 at half-time, but 
fought gallantly and scored twice to 
maintain the lead till nine minutes 
from the end. For Mafatlal, Bhupen- 
dra Singh Rawat scored both the 
goals and for BSF, Nandkishore and 
Balwindcr were the scorers. 

The teams produced a good brand 
of football that was not evident in 
the replayed final. Though BSF en¬ 
joyed the better of the exchanges, 
the Mafatlal defence rose to the 
occasion and contained the rival 
forwards with good interceptions. 
The Bombay team hardly found any 
gap in the BSF defence bu( forged 
ahead in the 28th minute against the 
run of pla^. Ranjit Thapa set the 
motion by initiating a pass for Bawat 
to net with a hard shot. 

After they had got the equaliser, 
BSF went all out for the lead and 
achieved it when Narinder's shot 
was fisted by Saldhana only to send 
it to Balwinder, who made no mis¬ 
take this time. Rawat's goal in the 
81st minute from a pass by Skipper 
Thomas Fernandez helped Mafatlal 
equalise and live to fight another day 
—though in vain. 

M afatlal coach maqbool 

does not have much hair on his 
head and there was the danger of 
his losing the little that remains as 
Oil India threatened to reduce his 
team’s hopes to ashes like those that 
kept dropping from the endless chain 
of cigarettes that he lit and puffed 
at, especially during a spell in the 
second half. Mafatlal were a goal 
ahead—the goal had come in the 
fifth minute through Bhupinder 
Singh Rawat—and had survived some 
furious assaults in the first half be¬ 
fore making and throwing away 

several good opportunities. It was 

not these, however, that perturbed 
Maqbool as much as perhaps the 
rough treatment meted out to Bhu¬ 
pinder, Rattan Thapa, Suresh Ra- 
vallu and later to Abdul Rahman. 
For he had lost the services of Ran¬ 
jit Thapa in a heavy fall while try¬ 
ing to avoid a clash with Oil Indian 
Bimal Boruata. 

Fortunately for Mafatlal, Rattan 

struck two goals in two minutes 

midway through the second half and 
with them snuffed out Oil India. 
Rattan completed his hat-trick and 
Bhupinder got a second goal to cause 
some people to ask if Oil India will 
take the field for the second leg. 

In the quarer-final, Bombay’s Har¬ 
wood League champions enjoyed lady 
luck’s favours in the first half when 
youthful Premier Tyres played with 
a spirit that would have gladdened 
their veteran linkman and guide on 
the field, Jaffar. who was removed 
to a hospital with suspected appen¬ 
dicitis even as the team was leaving 
for the match. “I have faith in the 
ability of our young players, though 
at the moment I can think of noth¬ 
ing more than relief from the ex¬ 
cruciating pain.” 

Yet Mafatlal could contain Pre- 
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Parminder Singh (JCT) and Ravinder Singh (BSF) fight for the ball near 
the BSF goal 



The JCT players ^arguing loith the referee after the penalty decision was 
awarded in favour of BSF 

m 



up go Kultdr Singh (JCT) and Harhhdian Singh (BSF) in a tussle for the 
ball, watched by their colleagues 
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/ Singh of y<wng Phy.tiqw (left) and Poulose of PreZicr Tyres fight 
for the possesston of the ball. ITl won?-3 ncTHifr lyres /ignt 
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Young Physique goalie Premkanta makes a good save from the feet of 
Anlao (Orkay). Orkay wm 3 0. 
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>il India goalkeeper Dilip Gogoi collects the ball from Rawafs feet 


mier Tyres only with great diflkulty. 
They were fortunate that C. D. Fran¬ 
cis lacked the passes which Jaffar 
usually set up for him. Mafatlal 
asserted themselves in the second 
half, thanks to their attack becom¬ 
ing more a team effort than the one 
roan show that Ranjit Thapa had 
reduced It to in pie first half. Their 
second half domination was worthy 
of more than the only goal of the 
match that Suresh Ravallu got for 
them ten minutes from the end. 

(5... Tyres' principal 

asset. This was evident in their ear¬ 
lier games. though with their quar¬ 
ter-final place secure they slackened 
against Orkay Mills. Rovers Cup 
finalists Orkay are going through a 
lean .spell. The loss of Ganesh Rao 
to Tata Sports Club, the injury to 
left-winger Amarjit Singh and illness 
are mme of the reasons. The nadir 
or their displays was in the quarter¬ 
final against BSF. 

Perhaps Indian Telephone Indus- 
fi-t? ’ieu"'’’ ,‘>“re given BSF a better 
fight. They lo.st their way in the first 
half against Premier Tyres, forget- 
j ** would be suicidal to the 
oRside trap against an attack that 
«n outpace them. In the last half 
I't®*'® '"“re theraselvea 
and Hajsekhar scored two fine goals. 
Uut they were not so dominant and 
there was always the danger of 
swedy Premier Tyres beating back 
their advance. That was the impres¬ 
sion one gained as ITI faile'd to get 
® .re*re goal and draw and a& Pre¬ 
mier Tyres came close to increasing 
their tally. 

The double leg .system of playing 
the semi-finals of a tournament was 
and is motivated by the desire of 
the organisers for a ‘bonus’ at the 
gates. But not always have things 
worked put that way. The second 
semi-final bf the third Federation 
Cup Football Tournament was an in¬ 
stance of the wrong horse being 
backed. This error was made the 
more galling as the horse concerned 
was an Assam team. Oil India from 
Uuliajan. 

It must be conceded that the cal- 
culatioms of the organisers had some 
oasis. They have been in the red 
almost from the .start of the tourna- 
meijt So the semi-Hnal being contes- 
b d by a hpme team was akin to the 
desperate lust throw. But it turned 
put to be ‘no dice’. Mafatlal Croup 
have pushed the Gauhati Sports Asso- 
ciaUon and Assam Football Associa¬ 
tion deeper into debt They have 
‘**“®** Ific little relief that the se- 
rand-leg would have brought had the 
first not ended in such a thumping 
margin of victory. A 5-0 defeat is no 

very ^**’*‘* re®®" 

TT IS PERHAPS A COINCIDENCE 
I ^teams, who had a 
long ayoff from competition before 
their first leg semi-fmals, should 
cance to the tune of their opponcots. 
■t^Katjit Cotton and Texile Mills of 
I hagwara also were outclassed, but • 
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Atnarjil Bhatui (JCT) and Gurung (BSF) in front of the JCT 
goal 


they scored first and prevented Bor¬ 
der Security Force from scoring 
more than one. On the first leg 
performance, there were few JCT 
backers. 

The Sait Nagjee winners were not 
at tull strength. Sukhvinder Singh 
and Gurcharan Singh Parmar, the 
regular stoppers, were not in the 
their line-up and though Amarjit 
Dhatia filled in admirably, on the 
flanks of their defence but in mid¬ 
field, they were weakened. Inder 
Singh was back in the team and 
Ashok Kumar, who had tried out his 
injured knee in the quarter-final 
against South Central Railway tor 
about an hour, also played the en¬ 
tire game. But neither could show 
even glimpses of their best, with 
Ashok being the gerater liability to 
their defence. 

BSF had been faring impressively. 
After their dismal showing against 
hfafatlal Group, they had been go¬ 
ing from strength to strength. Na- 
nnder Gurung i<! more active and 
elfrClive in a midfield role. He had 
been making the play for Nand 
Kishore, Balwindcr Singh and Bal- 
kumar Gurung. All three had been 
responding well, with Batwinder 
eager to take on an opponent and 
get past him. They have had the 
reassurance of a steady deep defence, 
which has prevented opponents from 
testing Madan Mohan frequently. 

v.'Oitld have gone Into the second 
leg ' ^ a t.angible advantage but for 
the v.oodwork and some saves by 
Surjit Singh. 

18 


<<npHE MATCH WE WERE WINN- 
* ing was snatched away from 
us,” complained bitterly Kultar 
Singh, the striker who had been kept 
out of the .semi-finals by high tem¬ 
perature after the match. "It was 
neither a foul as there was no BSF 
player near Davinder nor was it a 
hand ball as he was struck on his 
thigh. The referee awarded a 
penalty after BSF players aad 
appealed.” 

It was really hard luck for JCT. 
They had been depleted for the two 
legs of the semi-finals. Sukhvinder 
Singh had left for his wedding. The 
other stopper, Gurcharan Singh 
Parmai, had gone back to Punjab on 
learning of his mother's death. These 
two key players in the heart of 
their defence were absent. Kultar 
Singh, who bad been in good form 
as a striker, also was out of the team 
because he was running high tem¬ 
perature. But JCT made no excuse 
about their missing these men. And 
as coach Gurcharan Singh Virk had 
said before: "We have men ready 
to step into the team op such 
emergencies.” 

JCT were forced to field for the 
entire 90 minutes in both the legs 
Inder Singh and Ashok Kumar, who 
were not fully fit. Ashok was more 
of a passenger in the midfield. He 
was not able to shadow his man 
closely nor move in support ot his 
attack, though he performed bettef 
in the second leg. But, like Inder, 


he was not the force be it at hia 
best. 

In the circumstances JCT played 
Parminder as the spearhead, a posi¬ 
tion in which he did not shine to 
advantage. But Amarjit Bhatia gave 
another sterling display as left stopp¬ 
er as he tenaciously checked the 
BSF forwards. Surjit Singh also was 
competent in goal, though BSF 
seemed to have found • chink in his 
armour and sent the penalty 10 
minutes from the end and the four 
kicks they took in the tie breaker 
along the ground to bis right 
Narinder, who has been shaping as 
BSF’s best man, converted the 
penalty and also the third of the 
kicks in the breaker lAri'h Ravinder 
Singh, Nand Kishore and Harbhaian 
Singh turning »o account the olher 
three kicks. 

J CT. who had been outplayed in the 
second half of the first leg, 
wisely did not let their rivals control 
the midfield. The simple method to 
achieve this end that they employed 
was the long, high kicks from deqp 
defence to their attackers, who did 
not get most of these balls. But the 
tactic also served to make BSF 
hasten their release of the ball to 
avoid on rushing rivals. Thi.s also 
led to several clashes, with' the 
players perhaps finding encourage¬ 
ment to indulge in rough play 
from weak sUpervi.sion. Once in the 
first half Utpal Bhattacharjee made 
as though be would pull out the 
yellow card and caution Surinder 
Singh for a very bad foul on Par- 
‘minder. But the card never came 
out throughout the first half. It was 
in the second half that he showed it 
to Joginder Singh. Mohan, both of 
BSF, Mohinder Singh, Parminder 
he ran back from the box to protest 
to the referee for not awarding 
penalty against Surinder for holding 
him when going for the ball, end 
substitute Gurbachan. 

S URPRISINGLY IN THE HE 
breaker JCT let an infuriated 
Parminder take the second kick alter 
Davinder Parmar had kept them 
level. Parminder crashed the ball 
against a post. Next for JCT came 
Bhatia, another surpri.se choice as he 
fs not known to keep the bail on the 
ground. His rising shot crashed 
against the crossbar and with it their 
stay in the tournament Thus for 
the second year in succession they 
have fallen in the semifinal. 

Mafatlal Group, who held a 5-0 
lead from the first leg, went through 
the motions in the second leg. 
Neither did Oil India seem to b 'lieve 
they could pull off a miracle. Thus 
the second leg ended goalless and 
Mafatlal’s relief was that they oid 
not suffer any' further injury as 
Ranjit Thapa fighting to regain fit¬ 
ness to play in the final, while 
Thomas Fernandes is still not fit and 
goalkeeper Victor Saldanha also 
hopes to be fitter for the final 
A CORRESPONDENT, Gauhati 
Pix : Nikhil Bhattacharya 
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Life L 


Times of fun, 

Times of joy. 

Times thdt you 
Can best enjoy 
With Campa-Cold, 

The Only One 
full of Campa Cola times. 


Sportsworld Exclusive 


SAFARI FEVER! 

B. J. PAREKH went to Kenya to report on the tough¬ 
est rally in the world, the Safari Rally. 


(inmn the fall of amin’s 

VV rexime, this should be my 
day," Uxandan-boin ladiaa Shekhar 
Mehta had said on Al>ril 12, the day 
be began the 5.000 km Kenya 
Safari Motor Rally. And so it was. 
Driving a Datsun 160 J, with Mike 
Doughty as co-driver, Shekhar went 
on to win the rally with a total of 
387 penalty points, seizing the lead 
on the fifth and final dav from 
Hannu Mikkolai of Finland and Arne 
Hertz of Sweden, who finished 
second with 435 penalty points. One 
of the toughest rallies in the world, 
probably the toughest, during the 
course of which cars crossed and re* 
cros-sed the Equator 12 times, it 
drew the giants of the racing world 
to test their worth on the wet and 
dusty roads of Kenya. 

There were many teams having 
experienced drivers in the field to 
give Shekhar Mehta and Mike 
Doughty a tough fight: Bjorn Walde* 
gard and Hans Thorszelius of Swe* 
den. winners of many of the world’s 
top rallies, including the Safari 
Rwy in 1977; Hannu Mikkola of 
Finland, the first overseas driver to 
win the Safari In 1972, driving a 
Mercedes 450 SLC: Marku Allen. 
World Champion Driver of 1978 and 
the winner of the Portugal Rally in 
1975, 1977 and 1978 with Hkka 
Kivikmaki as codriver; Rauno Aalto¬ 
nen and Ltrfty Drews in a Datsun 
ISO J; and, of course, Joginder 
Singii, tlm only man to win the 
Ral y thrice in 1965. 1974 and 1976, 
dr.ring a Mercedes 280 E with David 
Daig as the codriver. Then there 
w^'re others — from the second Fede¬ 
ration International de I’Automobile 
(FIlA) seeding group, the Automo¬ 
bile Association of Kenya seeds and 
the Safari Committee seeding and 
those unseeded, bringing the total 
number to 66. 

At 2 p.ia. on April 12, thousands 
ot East Africans cheered as Rauno 
Aaltonen and Lofty Drews left the 
slar.ing lamp at the Kenyatta Con¬ 
ference Ceotre m Nairobi in their 
Datsun 160 J. The other competi- 
t:irs followed. The entire route was 
lined by tuousands of spectators, 
waiting <0 sec the cars pass Iqr. The 
firjt leg, 790 km from Nairobi to 
Kisuinu. a rest balk where the cars 
ftopped foi S luHirs 7 minutes, was 
relatively uneventful. Though Timo 
Maakinen had taken the iMd initl- 
aih' P was Rauno Aaltonen, who 
was on top at Kisumu beating the- 
forme, oy one point, with Hannu 
Mikkola close on his tail 

The pfobieiar began only after 
the start f,-om K.sumu. Simo Lam- 


pinen retired after breaking the 
pump and the engine, to be follow¬ 
ed by Vic Preston Junior, who after 
hitting a rock developed trouble 
with the rear axle of his Mercedes 
450 SLC in the Cherangani hills 
(height 10,000 ft.) while coming into 
Eldoret Even last year’s winner, 
Jean Paul Nicholos, had to give up 
the diase after his car broke a con 
rod. 

The next halt at Eldoret, where 
the competitors stopped to have 
breakfast arranged by Raymonds 
Woollen Mills, saw Bjorn Walder- 
gard occupying the number one posi¬ 
tion, with a total loss of 70 points. 
Timo Maakinen, had in the mean¬ 
while, moved up to the second posi¬ 
tion and Joginder Singh having 
trouble with his power steering was 
hardly in the redconing. The drive 
being largely through dry roads, the 
average speed maintained was 99.86 
km ph. But the tailenders did not 
have it so good. Having to drive 
through pouring rain, driving be¬ 
came difficult and dangerous too. 

The Journey from Eldoret, back 
to Nairobi, marked the end of the 
first leg 33 competitors were already 
out of the ruomng. Timo Maakinen 
was on top of the charts at Nairobi 
where there was a compulsory bait 
for the night Hannn Mikkola arriv¬ 
ed second and Waldegard, wbo had 
lost time in getting his rear suspen¬ 
sion and axle replaoed at Nyuhuru, 
which cost him many a penalty 
point followed. 

TniE M(»N1NG OF APRIL 14 
t saw the competitors proceeding 
towards Mombasa and the shores of 
the Indian Ocean, following whidi 
they would have to return to Nairobi, 
totalling a distance of 1697.59 kms. 
This stretdi is known to be the 
smoothest in the entire rally. Yfifh- 
in five hours of leaving the caidtal 
Timo Maakinen lost his lead to 
Hannu Mikkola, wbo was in turn 
chased dosely by Shekhar Mehta and 
Mike Doughty, down by 13 points. 
While Maakinen. went down to the 
fourth position, Marku Allen moved 
up to tfiind. Hannu MSkkola was 
the first to readh Mombasa but hav¬ 
ing arrived before time, had to wait 
outside the control area in order to 
report on time. 

From Mombasa* where the com¬ 
petitors started at night, the cars 
slipped into the darkness and zoomed 
all the way to Nairobi to complete 
the second leg. And it was in this 
stretdi, where the cars picked up 
the maximum speed of 108.56 kraph. 


though the weather hardly helped the 
drivers. Heavy rains at night washed 
out a section of the route, forcing 
the organisers to cut off 123 kms 
from the Wamuny-Machakos route. 
Volunteers stopped all qp-coming 
cars at Kibwezi and issued them 
with alternate route directions to 
Machakos. The road conditions be¬ 
ing what they were, people generaJly 
thought that .the Mercedes, heavier 
and bigger than most other cars, 
would |[et bogged down. But it was 
Hannu in his Mercedes 450 SLC who 
was the first to reach Nairobi at the 
end of the second leg, which also 
marked the beginning of the third 
and final leg, the tou^eSt leg of the 
rally. 

Three more cars had dropped out, 
so 30 of the original 66 cars took the 
1,370 km third leg over the twisty 
trails around Mount Kenya. But the 
killer mountainous section took a toll 
of eight cars. Rauno skidded oft 
the road at Molo but managed to 
brin^ the car back on the road and 
continue the race without any change 
in bis position. The flying Sikh, 
Joginder Singh hit a zebra at Isiolo, 
broke bis windscreen and dented a 
side of his car. And a number of 
cars got stuck in a sticky patch bet¬ 
ween Embu and Kiganju. 

The last section began with Hannu 
on the lead and Shekhar close on his 
trail, waiting for a chance to over¬ 
take him. He did not have to wait 
for long. Hannu's radiator, hit by 
a bent fan, ran a leak and he lost 
nearly 32 minutes getting it replaced 
by the service team. Shekhar grab- 
bed the opportunity and took the 
lead at Nyen which be maintained 
till the M the race. But even 
Shekhar had his sbure of bad luck. 
He had to replace bis rear axle and 
his disc brakes to drum brakes by a 
service team. In the Meru—Enibu 
section, when Shekhar’s Datsun got 
stuck in the slush, Rauno stopped to 
help him out. in the process going 
down from the thrid to the fifth 
positkm in the Rally. Shekhar ad¬ 
mitted later : “Without Rauno Aalt> 
nen. we would never have won the 
race." 

And so Shekhar with Mike Doughty 
led the final of 22 cars on the final 
leg of the 5,000 km event, past the 
downward loop from the Mount 
Kenya region to ouUify the overnight 
lead of MUckola and Arne Hertz and 
win the Rally. The Uhuru highway 
was lined with spectators waiting to 
cheer the winners. And riieer thtw 
did. When the winning pair arrived, 
the police had a tough time controll¬ 
ing the crowds and as journalists 
flocked to Shekhar, he said in a voice 
dioking with emotion : “Good luck 
and hard work really counted to¬ 
wards our success." 

For Shekhar, April 16, was more 
than a day of victorjr at the Rally. It 
was his first wedding anniversary. 
And what better way was there to 
please his wife Yvonne on the occa¬ 
sion than by winning the Keynan 
Safari Rally? Son of an Indian in- 
duslrialist, now settled in Nairobi, 





P m fBQvm HiivB Aa3trm> 

tA V lOadt success and popur 
larttjr in the worid tA sport as 
47-ircar-old Joginder Singb. Pt»«- 
httf known as the "Flying. Sikh", 
Joginder Singh has become a leg- 
nnd in im^r racing drolu,' ba^ 
ing wdn'Oiiti Safari »a% ttnce ^ 
the oidy to dh so. 

Born on Felwussy i, li^, to 
Buta Siiaidi and bis wife, Swaralt. 
fn Ketidu^ Kenya, Joginder Singh 
took an interest in the niechamcB 
of a car froni an ..eailj^ age and 
was able to drive a car oy ^ 
time he was 13. It all started off 
when his father bought an old 
1934/35 Chevrolet for ^ shillings 
The young Joginder would drive 
through the tea estate, where 
his father worked, with bis father 
sitting by his side, and just before 
they reached the main road, they 
would change seats, his father 
taking over the controls. But bis 
first experience with a power vehi* 
cle was on a pre-war German 
Zundap motorbike. *T remember 
taking that bike out throi^h the 
tea estates and falling offT The 
heavy bike, with the engine still 
running, fell on top of me. My 
father was furious. He gave me 
bell. I was soundly thrashed be¬ 
fore he took me to the doctor,” 
recalls Joginder. 

His interest in cars developed 
when, in 1946, Joginder’s father 
startra his own garage business. 
Joginder would rarely be found in 
school. He was mostly in the 
garage, learning the tricks of the 
trade, of modifying and improvis¬ 
ing parts — tips which helped 
him later in his career as a rally 
driver. 

HU early inspiration came from 
his father. ’Tify father was a very 
fast driver ana was known in 
Kericho for the way he would 
speed along the eai^ roads, a 
trail of dust streamiiw far behind 
hfan." And when his father moved 


Us/liitiyineBS' to Kgirobi, Jhgioder 
foniMmd.iad: as « mwtoer- 

..m; m & f«iibir*s Keticho Auto 
,Bi4d)M»riyirTVorks. As fttr salary, 
.;.ha iof kicks, that's all”. 

Jogia^t first contact with the 
Safari Kslly was in 19M he 
prepared an Austin A4N1 few a 
competitor. The car gppareotly 
did not get very far, tod as Joght- 
der recMls, hg never got paid for 
Us smioes. Aut the liame year 
Joinder finaUy gM aniiiiid enter¬ 
ing t^.Aaliy. Wth Raman Patel 
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Joginder—A legend m motor 
racing circles and w the only 
man to win the Safari thrice 


as Us partner and driving a Mor¬ 
ris 1000, he drove all the way 
around Mount Kenya and finisbeo 
second overall 

Joginder and Renan entered 
again the following year, driving • 
a Volkswagon which had already 
clocked 60,000 miles and which 
was prepared in Joginder's back¬ 
yard. They finished ninth overall 

R was only when Joginder won 
his first outright victory In the 
Commonwealth Day Rally that 
people started noticing him. In 
i960 be was drafted in to the 
Copper Motor Corporation Volk¬ 
swagon Team and with his brother, 
Jaswant, as his co^river, they won 
in their class. This impressed his 
employers and he was promoted to 
Tedinlcal Manager in the Auto¬ 
mobile Assodafion. 

Since then, Joginder has been* 
regularly participating in tbe Rally. 

In 1961, he drove a CMC Voiks- 
wagon with Jaswant and finUbed 
fifth in their class. The follow¬ 
ing year was similar. For the 1963 
Safari Joginder and Jaswant deci¬ 
ded to accept the offer of a Fiat 
2300 from the local agents and 
were part of a five-car team. By 
then the* Safari Rally had earned 
the reputation of a "killer" raWy 
and in that ^ar, of the 84 starters 
only seven finished the Rally. 
Jogipder finished fourth overall 

1965 was tbe year of victory, la 
a Volvo PV 544. Amazon Motma 
the dealers of Volvo, agreed to sell 
him the Volvo for £350 on a hire 
purchase basis. That was all 
the financial assistance he got 
Joginder and Jaswant strifmed the 
cer, and rebuilt it to their own 
exacting standards. Thc^ won 
outright. 

In the years that followed, Jogin¬ 
der travelled around the globe 
and there are few parts of the 
world be has not visited m rallied 
in. Today, Joginder is one tne 
most successful rally drivers in the 
world with an impressive list of 
victories. 

S. B. 


Shekhar has a very good Safari re¬ 
cord, finishing second in 1971 and 
winning it in 1973. In recent years 
he has wim the Cyprus and Indo¬ 
nesian Rallies. During 1979 his wife 
partnered him as the navigator and 
together they came third in the 
Acropolis Rally. 

«IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS 
1 there have been some very signi¬ 
ficant changes In the organisatiottal 
structure of the Safari, and thU year 
will be the first time tbe event has 
been organised under the auspices of 
Safari Rally Bharat Bhard- 


waj. Chairman of tbe Safari Rally 
Organising Committee, bad written in 
a message to the competitors of tbe 
Rally. But the diangei have not 
occurred merely over the past 12 
months. The Safari Rally has coma 
a long way since it was started in 
1953, when it was first staged as the 
Coronation Rally. 

The idea of the rally evolved when, 
in 1936, a man caUed Barry Eagle- 
bredit won the Nairobi-Johannesburg 
cross-countiy race and proved that 
countries of Africa could he visited 
by road. It was from this spirit that 


.be first Safari was born. But nO' 
thing was done about it till 195C 
when the two brothers, Neil and 
Donald Vincent, won tbe Nairobi- 
Ce^town-Nairobt run. Their cousin. 
Erie Cecil, and they then discussed 
tbe idea of a long distence event 
around East Africa. The first Safari 
Rally was held in 195X to mark the 
coronation of Queen EUzabeth-II. 

Right from the earliest days, the 
Rally has reflected the cosmopolitan 
life of East Africa. It started as a 
race around Kenya, Uganda and Tan¬ 
zania. Inspite of the existence of a 



cei-Tain amount of commercial in¬ 
terest, was essentially amateurish, 
with local participation, and between 
1953 to 1959, it Cfjuld be classified as 
Bi local event. In 1957, with the 
participation oi Maurice Gatsonide.s in 
the Rally, it acquired international 
diroen.siun$ ,but it was nut until 19()U, 
when it changed its name trom the 
Coronation Safari to the East Afri¬ 
can Safari that profcsssionals parlidpa- 
tcd. Cyril Hutchcnce was appointed a 
full lime organiser and the rulc.s 
were revised to suit the conditions. 

One initial teething problem faced 
by the Rally was fixing the average 
speed. Fur the second Safari Rally, 
trie average speed ranged ironi 42 
mpb fur dass A tu 46 inph for class 
I). As a result. 14 cars were iinpona- 
tised at the finish in Nairobi and 
there had to be an accclaratiuii and 
braking speed test to decide the re¬ 
sults ! The most diflicult years for 
the Rally were between 1956 and 
1959. In 1956 the Rally was held in 
extremely dry weather, so the time 
set w.is too easy lor many of the 
drivers. Add to this the fact that 
the organisers bad reverted to the 
idea of an overall average speed, 
which was lower than that of the 
previous years, and the result wa.s 
tha't the Safari had its highest-cver 
proportion of fioi.shcrs with 70 com¬ 
ing hotne out of 90 starters, with 13 
unpenalised in the road section. That 
was the last time that the Rally was 
settled on a tie-breaker. 

Thereafter began the era of chang- 
id rules, lougher routes and .shorter 
time srlKMlule.s, to combat the increas¬ 
ing lacility with which modern cars 
travelled even the bust roads of 
Africa. The early Sixties bore wit¬ 
ness to thus. In 1964 the Rally be- 
rame a qualifying event for the RAC 
World Rally Trophy for manufac¬ 
turers and in 1970 it was included in 
the FIA 'World Championships of 
make.s. By 1974 political develop¬ 
ments in Uganda and Tanzania h.id 
ensured that ii was now run exclu¬ 
sively in Kenya, the country of its 
origin. 

One legend which had grown, due 
largely to the daiigenms road aindi- 
lions, was that no Eiirop«*an or over¬ 
seas driver could ever win this Rally, 
F;ric Carlson had finished .second, Pat 
Moss and Anne Hall had bc>en third, 
John Spirinz.el had come fourth and 
l.ucicn Bianchi had come filth, but 
none of them had boon able to win 
it, try as much a,s they did. Virtual¬ 
ly all the top Briii.sh and European 
drivers had tried to win the Rally — 
Ronnie Adams, Peter Haiper, Rauno 
Aaltonen and Clunnar Anderson — 
but lark of experience in handling 
the txinditions, and the inability to 
pu'ce the tar in order to make 
last the distance defeated them all. 
It was only in 1972 that the flying 
I'inn Hannu Mikkola won the Safari 
and beiaiiie the first overseas driver 
to do so. With hiiii the myth was 
broken and overseas competitors got 
a new impetus to take a crack at 
winn.ng the Kenyan Safari Rally. 



Shpkhar kissing his wife Yvonne after winning 



Shekhar Mehta on his Daisun 160J at the starling ramp 



Rauno Aaltonen also on a Datsun 160J at the start 
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Maidan musings 


B tF(m MOHVN BAGAN 
and Bast Ben^l open* 
id thek league encounters, 
hey played a number of ex- 
libition matches in the Dis- 
ricts. Mohun Battm played 
hree matches:.'°T%y defeat- 
d Wari A.Cr W (ft Durga- 
lur. Xavier Bhts' (2) and 
:apan Das being the scor- 
1 $. They went on to beat 
loyal Bhutan XI by 2-1 on 
lie Ahpurduar Town Club 
yound, Xavier again scor- 
the goals. In their third 
natch, they just managed 
0 beat Nadia XI 2-1, Tapan 
las and Shyam Thapa .nett- 
ng the goals. East Bengal 
ilayed two matches on suc- 
essive days. On the first 
ay. they thrashed Jalpat- 
itri XI 4-0, Surajit Sengupta 
2 ), David Williams and Mir 
.ijjad getting the goals. On 
le following day they just 
feat North Bengal XI 2-1, 
urajit accounting for both 
le goals. All the players of 
:ast Bengal did not maht; 
he trip to Jalpaiguri. As 
(anjit Singh said: “Tarun 
lose had to play as left 
ullback." 

ON THE MORNING OF 
Jiy 21, the day Mohamme- 
Ian Sporting opened their 
division I league encounter, 

I religious ceremony was 
lerformed. A ‘maulavi’ per- 
bimed the rituals and then 
he new captain, Habib, with 
F^te kurta-pyjamas and a 
lack cap, hoisted the club 
3g in the presence of 
Ridals, players and sup- 
orters. Among those pre- 
'nt were Habib’s younger 
rother, Akbar, Habib Khan, 
atifuddin, and Sujat. Also 
resent was coach T. A. 
ahman who led the cheer- 
iK. The supporters present 
ished that they will be able 
hoist the nag again at 
r end of the league, a 
actice that is performed 
' the team that wins the 
ague title. 

PERHAPS FOR THE 
St time in the history of 
Icutta Football, one of the 
g' three, Mohammedan 
orting, could not play 
sir opening match on their 
inc ground. In' fact their 
taing match was play- 
on the Mohun Bagan 
>and. The venue was 
tnged when the repre- 
i:ative of the Calcutta 
lice, IFA and the State 
vernment, after an in- 
dion, found the Moham- 
dan Sporting members' 
ids unsuitable for staging 
itg club’s match on the 
md. It had been decided 
iiold the Club’s matches 
ihe Mohun Bagan ground 
the galleries were re¬ 


paired. vnth the schedule 
of the league chalked out, 
the IFA was relieved of a 
big headache when in a 
joint meeting of the League 
dubs at Lalbazar. in the 
presence of the Police Com¬ 
missioner, the Mohun Bagan 
representative agreed to 
accommodate the Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting members in 
their stands. 


WITHIN A WEEK OF 
the commencement of league 
football, two players were 
shown the red card. The 
incident occured in the 
match between Railway F.C. 
and Kalighat in the Senior 
League encounter on the 
Mohammedan Sporting gro¬ 
und. Five minutes before 
the close nf play, the Rail¬ 
way Club’s substitute player 
Shekhar Chakraborty kicked 
Kalighat stopper Khokan 
Sen. It did not appear to 
be a serious charge and at 
best, a freekick could have 
been awarded to Kalighat. 
But, strangely, referee Sagar 
Sen, to the surprise of one 
and all, showed the red card 
to Khokan Sen, the victim 
of the illegal charge. App¬ 
arently, the referee realised 
his mistake a little late and 
perhaps to make up for his 
Diundert he turned around 
to show the red card to 
Shekhar Chakraborty. 


S HYAMAL GHOSH. THE 
veteran stopper-back of 
East Bengal has a great 
sense of humour. While the 
players were in the process 
of having a bath and dress¬ 
ing up after a practice ses¬ 
sion, Mathew bad put on a 
dark blue shirt to go with 
a pair of dark brown trou¬ 
sers. A voice floated across 
the room: "Mathew, you’re 


looking very sexy today." 
The voice turned out to be 
of Shyamal’s. He did not 
stop there. He turned around 
and told bis colleagues who 
were nearby: “Couklnft he 
find any other colours to 
wear?" 

JUST FIVE DAYS BE- 
fore their first outing in 
the Calcutta Football 
League, Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing’s coach T. A. Rahman 
arrived in Calcutta. He was 
seen on the Mohammedan 
ground, not as a coach but 
as a spectator in the galte; 
ries, while the new captain, 
Habib, was seen training the 
layers. Rahman did not 
now what his position was 
then. One doubts if be 
knows it even now. He is 
r^lly sad that in spite of 
bis efforts to f6rm' a for¬ 
midable side he could not 
become the ’captain of the 
ship’. 


J AHAR DAS. THE PLAY- 
er who had shone in 
Bombay before joining 
Mobun Bagan and then East 
Bengal, jpst did not click 
in his.hcune State. He now 
plays fdr Howrah Union, a 
club which has its root in 
Howrah — Jabar’s home 
town. This year he is assist¬ 
ing Salkia Friends (another 
Howrah based club) along 
with another former Mohun 
Bagan player. Shibabrata 
Nath. In fact it was Jahar 
who got the match-winner 
for his new team against 


Railway F.C. (the new name 
of CSiandra Memorial) in 
their third oudng in the 
Calcutta FootbaD League. 
Last year, Salkia Friends 
wdra placed 21st in the 
Division I leagne table, with 
the rare distinction of not 
winning a single malch-< 
tiiey drew 14 to secure 14 
points. Their first two out¬ 
ings. this year, were also 
drawn. When they won 
against R.F.C., they set a 
record of winning a game 
after 24 matches. 

HEARD IN FRONT OF A 
Kali temple, on the day 
after Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing bad drawn their match 
against Calcutta Gymkhana 
and East Bengal was to play 
Its first match, the follow¬ 
ing prayer by a Mohnn 
Bagan supporter: "Give us 
one point today, Ma, like 
you did yesterday, and I will 
give you two goats." 



Sanjare’s wife (extreme left) with their friends in Caicuttu who are 
helping Sanjare and his wife get over the language barrier. 
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It’s time Tor an 
extra twist of taste 
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A time to taste .-lemon*und lime* 
like it's never been. More tangy.more 
punchy, more everything. 
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A time to switch to Campa-lemon* 
and Hme* Any time from nine to nine 
-or before and after. Today- or now. 










News: National 


IF A LEAGUE 

Big Three 
splutter & 
start 

NE SMALL DECISION BV XftE 
Indian Football Association has 
struck deep into the “system” that 
for years has bugged the Calcutta 
Football League. The move to rele¬ 
gate four teams at a time to Divi¬ 
sion II has, in great measure, chang¬ 
ed the outlook of the so-called small 
teams in the premier Division. The 
survival instinct has led all 21 
teams, barritag the top few, to put 
in extra effort in moulding fighting 
.sides. In fact, most of them got 
down to serious practice about two 
months before the football season 
finally got under way on May 7. 

The effect of this new resolve 
has manifested in two ways. First, 
the clubs shed' their generations-old 
fears of the Big Three. Secondly, 
their do-or-die approach has made it 
difficult to predict the results of 
matches. A team like George Tele¬ 
graph, which finished the 1978 
league in fourth position, were this 
year humbled by several small fry. 
Likewise, Aryan, Eastern Railway 
and other sides, which had earned 
for themselves reputations of invin¬ 
cibility against more modest oppo¬ 
sition, have had to fight every inch 
of their way to snatch even one 
point from their till-now “weaker 
brethren”. 

Thus it came about that clubs 
which could afford just about 
Rs. 18,000 for all expenses on and 
off the ground for an entire year, 
have had no qualms in dictating 
terms to institutions which have 
“invested” as much as Bs. 12 lakhs 
for just one seasons. Judging by the 
opening matches of Mohun Bagan, 
East .Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting, one can quite safely opine 
that there is going to be no cake¬ 
walk for the big teams this year. No 
small club is going to be brow¬ 
beaten into submission; there is go¬ 
ing to be no awe-struck small teant 
wasting the opportunity to bumble 
the big guns. 

Expectations that began with the 
end of the transfer "season” reached 
boiling point with the debut this 
year of the Big Three. But the 
high hopes that the lakhs of club 
supporters — .some fanatical enough 
to garland and bow before the por¬ 


traits of their favourite footballers 
each morning — had built up came 
crashing with a disappointing thud. 
Exasperation and mortification swept 
through their minds by turns as 
the extremely well looked after 
player.s—most of them with inter¬ 
national experience — fumbled and 
stumbled their way through seventy 
minutes of play that would, at best, 
be an apology for football. 

Along with the poor performances, 
spectators on the Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal grounds — the Mo¬ 
hammedan S.C. ground not having 
been made ready till the side’s 
second outing — had to suffer with 
parched throats because the Public 


Works Department had not arntSff 
ed for drinking water under tot 
galleries. Hundreds of spectator 
jumped over the fencing near tht 
green stands to get a littte watet 
from the club premises on the oppp 
site side. It is difficult to imagine 
what the Government docs with at; 
the money it rakes in from th( 
green stands season after lengU^ 
season. 

However, to get back to the Bit 
Three. Performance-wise, the mor 
disappointing was that of East Ben 
gal, which started out as favouritei 
to regain the league title. Of course 
Mohammedan Spurting fans wen 
worst hit, because the club bareh 
managed to draw its match witt 
modest Calcutta Gymkhana. Mohut 
Bagan supporters are also dispiritec 
after the performance of the famoui 
players, who just turned out to be 
paper tigers. 






Whether in defence, midfieki or 
attack, the three teams displayed 
gaping holes that in future could 
lead to some upset results. An Indi¬ 
cation of the knd of resistance they 
faced is provided by the fact that 
a total of three goals were scored 
in the first three matches of the 
big club.s. East Bengal accounted 
for two, while Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing failed to score even one. Mohun 
Bagan scrapped home by the barest 
of margins. 

S PORTSWORLD WENT TO THESE 
matches and unearthed several 
facts. 

Mohun Bagan: The league cham¬ 
pions cut a very sorry figure. They 
took fifty minutes to score against 
Bhratri Sangha, a team that is al¬ 
most at the bottom of the '79 league 
pladng.s. And one goal was all 
they could show, bar the shouting 
and muffed opportunities. 

While the new recruit Pratap 
Ghosh was safe in the goal, the de¬ 
fence seemed to be manned by a 
latbargic lot. The wing-backs, cap¬ 
tain Dilip Palit and Shyamal Baner- 


jee. teemed to be interested only in 
dangerous tackling, moving npfield 
and leaving wide gaps, and stopper- 
back Subroto Bbattacharjee tended 
to take things too lighly, despite the 
realisation that he was the sheet- 
anchor in defence. It was left to 
unpretentious Pradip Choudhury to 
hold the fort. India's best roedios, 
Gontam Sarkar and Prasun Baner- 
jee, did not fulfill their task of 
uniting the team together. In the 
forward line, a hard-trying Manas 
Bhattacharjec received littled assist¬ 
ance, while the other iiankman 
Bidesh Bo.se was left standing with 
a total of five passes. Tapan Das, 
switching from East Bengal was a 
failure, while the other striker 
Xavier Pius from Kerala found his 
touch only late in the day, coming 
up with the match-winner. Shyam 
Thapa, coming in to replace Tapan 
Das, finally brought life into the 
Mohun Bagan attack. 

Before the encounter, coach P. K. 
Banerjce had said: “I am a bit wor¬ 
ried, because of the tough going 
that East Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting had faced. But Pll tell my 
players to keep a look-out for the 


Bhutan striker Urgan Lamai” Al¬ 
though his players managed to keep 
“Mini”, as his countless fans in the 
hills fondly called him, Mohun Bagan 
had to face rough weather. But P. 
K. did not seem too disheartened 
after the match. “My boys will 
play well," he said. “If we had got 
that goal in the first minute — Manas 
Bbattacharjee kicking a ball on the 
rise from about five yards —the 
whole complexion of the game 
would have changed.” He agreed 
that there was a gap in midfield, but 
added: “They (Bhratri Sangha) 
played with a 4-3-3 formatloh, so 
they always had an extra man in the 
half-line. In the very first match, 
I could not take the risk of sending 
one of my backs as a third half. 
But there’s no cause for worry — 
team will play well." 

East Bengal: There was no hint 
of Mohun Bagan’s complacency in 
the East Bengal camp. In fact, de.s- 
Dondency bordering on hopelessness 
seemed to rule supreme. And for 
good reasons. 

To begin with, the entire team ap¬ 
peared to be a di.siointed lot. There 
was no cohesion in any sphere and 
had it not been for the spirited dis¬ 
play of Bhaskar Ganguly in goal, 
Manoranjan Bbattacharjee in de¬ 
fence and Surajit Sengupta in at- 
o tack, PoUcc A.C. may have brought 
» off an upset result, In fact, it was 
Police A.C. which had the first 
chance of scoring in a match which 
had seen a barren first half. There 
is no telling what would have hap¬ 
pened had Police scored at that 
juncture. 

In defence, Chinmoy Chatterjee 
was well below his best, while Shya¬ 
mal Ghosh and Philip Mathew never 
seemed to get going. Captain Pra- 
santo Banerjee did nothing of note 
except pirouette like a prima donna 
in midfield, to the cheers of the 
spectators but the chagrin of his 
colleagues. The aeging Manjit 
Singh, the other linkman, was very 
slow — a fact that will cause a lot 
of worry to his club. In the for¬ 
ward line, Mihir Bpse was far below 
his best, wl^ile Mir Sajjad and Sha- 
bir Ali did not do anything specta¬ 
cular barring the go'al the former 
scored. Only Subhas Bhowmik, re¬ 
placing Mihir. provided some sup¬ 
port to Surajit. 

C oach Arun Ghosh echoed our 
sentiments. “There is no excuse 
for this shoddy display. The players 
didn’t seem to recognise each other, 
much less function as a team. I 
can’t find any excuse. They’ve been 
playing together for some time now, 
so it’s not if they are still searching 
for a key to combining. We had 
only two chances of scoring and 
my satisfaction lies in the fact that 
both were utilised. Surajit would 
certainly have scored had he not 
been tripped in the penalty area. 
The penalty conversion by Chinmoy 
was a well-placed effort. The other 
opening was taken advantage of by 
Sajjad. 


A dejected Habib after Mohammedan Sporting drew their opening encoun- 
ter with Calcutta Gymkhana 




First match 
is not the 
last word 

A lthough the Calcutta 

football league for the year 
1979 started a few weeks earlier, 
the presence of it was hardly felt 
until the three big teams—^Mohun 
Bagan East Bengal and Moham¬ 
medan Sporting appeared on the 
scene. The anxious wait for the 
fans and supporters of these clubs 
ended«on May 21. But if morning 
is any indication of the day, the 
first match should give some in¬ 
dication of> what is in store for 
the Big Three and their uttima*^c 
placings in the league table. 


But I am afraid the perfcr 
mance of all the three teams on 
the first day was colourless, as 
these teams started their league 
campaign in a most sluggish 
manner. Though East Bengal and 
Mohun Bagan eventually scraped 
through to get full points, Moham¬ 
medan Sporting dropped a valu¬ 
able point on the very first outing. 
It is also a coincidence that uu 
the three teams had a barren 
first half. And, performance-wise, 
there wa^ little to choose among 
the top three, although Moham¬ 
medan S.C. were the worst suffer¬ 
ers. However, it would be unwise 
to be too critical on the first day's 
showing. After all, it requires 
some time, particularly for the 
outatation players, to come to top 
gear to adjust to the strong breeze 
and bone-dry bouncy ground con¬ 
ditions in the early part of ^he 
season. 

Coming to the "breeze problem”, 
Mohammedan Sporting were dis¬ 
tinctly unlucky to have been asked 
to continue their match against 
Calcutta Gymphana in the latter 
part of the match when it was all 
dustv and cloudy because of a 
sudden Nor’wester. Since the 
match was played on the Mohun 
Bagan ground, the floodUghts 
came to good use. But the dusty 
wind was not at all conducive to 
good football and came in the way 
of Mohemmedan Sporting’s con¬ 
structive moves. Their opponents 
were content to just kick the tell 
in any direction. To add to their 
misery, Mohammedan S.C.’s de¬ 
fence had very little idea of,the 
j way to adjust to such cross-Wtnds 
and indulged in aerial football 
while- attempting to feed the for¬ 
ward line. The greatest bungler 
was the new Iranian recruit, 
i Ahmad Sanjare, who had no Cbio 
of how to keep the ball in play 
and on the ground. Being visib¬ 


ly slow, Sanjare is also lacking in 
positional play. The two fullbacks, 
Anwar Huarnin and Habib Khan, 
seem to be more "stoppers” than 
fullbacks and never for a moment 
tried to overlap to attack, the 
veteran Samaresh Chowdhury—as 
a linkman is too weak physically 
to hold the young opponents ana 
seemed mentally relieved if some¬ 
body led him—though, once the 
ball was under his control, he 
did not miss-pass it. But being a 
linkman, he is expected to snatch 
the ball from others and keep it 
on the move. About the forward 
line, it would depend entirely on 
the two strikers of the team—- 
Rabib and Najeeb, How¬ 
ever, I would have preferred him 
in the midfield area where ho 
would have got more time and 
less opponents to hold the ball 
because he is slow now. Najeeb 
is a hard worker. It is only 
natural be would need some time 
to adjust—^to the crowd, the wind 
and the- weather and lastly to 
overcome he anxiety and inner 
emotions to be successful in the 
oresence of Calcutta crowd.s. Pin- 
kar, the other Keralite was not a 
success on the opening day. 
Mohammedan Sporting certainly 
looked a disjointed lot and they 
would require more matches for 
combination and co-ordination 
among the heterogenous groups. 

East Bengal’s was also a none- 
too-ecouraglng performance aga¬ 
inst the lowly-placed Police 
Athletic Club, on their first out¬ 
ing, although the favourites beat 
team 2-0. No doubt. Police A.C. 
gave a spirited display against 
their mighty opponents but with 
so many "stars" in the team. East 
Bengal was expected to give n 
better show. However, Fast Ben¬ 
gal were not at full strength— 
Harjinder, Gurdev Singh and 
David Williams the Nigerian boy. 
were conspicuous by their absence. 

On paper. East Bengal un- 
doubtiy have the best side today 
and if all of them strike form, it 
would be a fairly grand show. 
Prom the proceedings on the first 
day. East Bengal looked distinctly 
strong in deep defence, with 
Monoranjan Bhattacharjee being 
outstanding. It will not be a surr 

g rise if he turns out to be thn 
est defender in his team even 
with the presence of Gurdev 
Singh. 

Manjit is ideally suited to the 
midfleld as he has become slow 
over the years provided he geu 
tedt his stemina. AlUiough not 
at his best due to his recent app¬ 
endix operation. Surojit is un¬ 
doubtedly the best man in the for- 
wa^ line. The goals his team 
scored against Police, were ail his 
creation. The greatest problem 
which Arun Ghosh will face is to 


■ ' 'I'-V 

select the forward line—-if 
was any indication on the first day, 
he (Arun) will have to make many 
a perounctation and combination T‘, 
to select the first four frota'j ' 
amongst Surojit, Bhowmik, David 
Williams, Harjinder, Mihir Bose, 
Sabir All and Mir Sajjad. If Sabir 
is good at heading, Harjinder has 
better bell control, while David 
has a wonderful physique and 
Mihir is an untiring horse—4hen 
won’t you have two positive wing¬ 
ers from among Surojit, Bhowmik 
and Mir Sajjad? A knot^ pro¬ 
blem no doubt, but at the same 
time, the club is ludey to have 
the services of so maav playert~- 
one or two injuries will not make 
any difference. 

For that matter, Mohan Bagan 
Club is in a disadvantageous tesi- 
tion. The forward line might look 
suspect in course of time If one 
or two players do not click or 
get injured. In their first matdi 
they had to strtmgle egejnat 
fihatri Sangha until Xavier became 
the saviour, with his solitary goal 
It was a good matdi for him on 
jthe first day which should be 
good enough to Inspire him and 
give him confidence. With only one 
outstation recruit in Xavier Pius, 
he was the natural focus of atten¬ 
tion on the first day az there was 
no other new face to discuss. I 
am sure, he has not disappointed 
the huge crowd in his first outing 
with his goal, clear short passes 
and his switching over to open 
gaps—though, sometimes, in a 
hurry he placed himself iq an 
off-side position. If I am allowed 
to be critical, he has to learn the 
art of holding the ball—otherwise 
all his movements and excerdses 
will be futile. 

Mohun Bagan has a solid 
defence and there was not a 
single occasion on which a Bhatrl 
forward had a clear look at the 
goal. However, I was surprised to 
tec Prasun and Gautam cllngirg 
so close to each other after all a lot 
depends on them to raise the total 
efndenc^ of the team especially 
with this inexperienced forward 
line. About the defence, oh the 
first day Subrota, Shyamal and 
Palit were competent enough while 
Prasun Chowdhury looked much 
better than last year. 

It was sad to see Palit, the 
skipper of the side, taking pride 
in intentional fouls while taoding 
on junior players. His foul on 
Lama—a new recruit from Bhutan 
—leave a bad taste in the mouth. 

In conclusion, T feel the Cal¬ 
cutta league is wide open but 
could be decided on that match 
—fok Bast Bengal versus Mohun 
Bagan. 

CHUNl GOSWAMl 



“But my mam heaaacne ia actual? 
y outside the ground. I have so 
nany players on the injured list that 
really don’t know what to do, Sura- 
it has just recorded after an opera- 
don. but he’ll have to eo slow ini¬ 
tially. Mihir has an injured thigh 
muscle, so I had to take him off. 
While Harjindcr hurt his foot in an 
exhibition match, David Williams is 
yet to be fully fit. Of course, I'm 


ttitmting ot putting uavra m me sum 
from our second outing, but 1 don t 
know if he’ll be able to give of 
his best. I’ll have to rest Harjin- 
der for quite a few days more. In 
the half-line Prasanto is also nurs¬ 
ing an injury, but he'll have to con-, 
tinue playing because I don’t know 
how useful Devraj will be. The de¬ 
fence is the worst hit. There’s 
Chinmoy (we were talking in the 


Manash Bhallacharjee misses a "sHter" in the opening minutes of Mohun 
Bagan’s match with Bhratri Sangha 



Surajit Sengupta of East Bengal at}d Dipak Das of Police on the ground. 
This foul resulted in a penalty 



Coach T. A. Rahman gives instructi^nia and, his players before the match 


uressuig Toom;. mnik bi ' ms ; mw 
thigh. It's still swollen, it's 
to be risky fielding him, but, then, 
have no alternative Satyajit Mitra 
had a bout of typhoid. He hasn't 
recovered. I don't have any more 
fullbacks. Then there is Gurdev 
Singh. He must have had a long 
lay-off after the December Asian 
Games. He is still quite slow. I have 
tn rely more on hope than anything 
else,” he concluded. 

MobamskedaB Spertiag: Unrated, 
but spirited, Calcutta Gymkhana held 
the mighty Mohammedan S. C. goal¬ 
less. Nothing went right for skip¬ 
per Habib and his boys in their first 
match after the Sait Nagjee 
final. Lack of co-ordination was 
the dominant note in their appalling 
performance. Expectedly, it earned 
the wrath of the supporters who 
had been fed on outstation names 
and glittering hope. 

After the match coach Bahman 
was questioned why the team play¬ 
ed so badly and what went wrong. 
He tried to avoid the issue at first 
but after continued insistence, said: 
“There was no combination, the pas¬ 
sing was terrible. Any weak side 
could take advantage of these short¬ 
comings.” When asked whether 
there would be any change In the 
composition of the team, in Hie 
light of the first day’s performance, 
Rahman replied: “There will be,” 
and hurriedly strode off. Mo&d, 
Habib, captain of the side, was in 
no mood to talk after the debacle, 
and in the race of a continuous 
flow of curses, addressed to both 
players and officials, from the stands. 

But could anybody expect wonders 
from a big club, which is a serious 
contender for league honours, which 
had only about five days practice ? 
And that too, without the full, com¬ 
plement of players? Before the Nag¬ 
jee tourney Mohammedan Sporting 
practised for just two days. After 
that tournament, most of the outk- 
station players stayed back with their 
families on the plea that when the 
league began, it would not be pon- 
sible to go home. Five days prior 
to their tie against Gymkhana all 
the players returned, the last one 
behind Dinakar. Preinnath Phillip, 
who was also injured in the Nagjee 
tourney, caught pneumonia and is at 
home. He is Hkely to be seen, in 
action in early June. 

What seems sad is that it was 
Ashok Chakroborty, their vice 
captain, who was not in the tean 
against Gymkhana for reasons onh 
known to the selectors, who hac 
got the boys to practice. Yet, h( 
couldn’t manage to get more that 
half the side together. It is under 
stood that Bahman was not aske’t 
about the composition of the tean 
for the first match. And that was 
probably the reason Rahman die 
not want to comment. He was onb 
seen once advising Najeeff' durini 
the interval. 

ARIJIT SEN with SUEHAS SARCAR and 
SARAJIT DEB 



nSfA fi ATHtETIC MEET 

Gopal 
Saini best 
bet 

RANJIT BHATIA 

I F THERE IS ONE THING THAT 
distinguishes the Indian squad 
for the 1979 Asian Athletics Meet 
from any of our previous track and 
field outfits, it is the distinct drop 
in the representation of the Ser¬ 
vices’ men in the contingent. Time 
was when it was considered near 
impossible for a non-army man to 
maice it in the national team, and 
Universities’ stars like 1964 Olym¬ 
pics finalist in the high hurdles. 
Gurbachan Singh Randhawa, were 
regarded as ‘loners’ in a galaxy, 
of stalwarts from the armed forces. 
In fact, so overwhelming was the 
Services' representation then, that it 
was possible for India to visit 
European centres and compete in 
the various circuits as an Indian 
services’ team. 


The team for the Tokyo Asians 
this time has only five armed forces 
men from a total of 22. Rattan Singh 
(1500 metres), Hakam Singh (20 
km walk), Piara Singh (4x400 m) 
Thamiz Harsan (4x100 m and 
Edward Vincent (5000 and 10000 m) 
are seasoned SSCB stars who can 
be relied upon to give a good ac¬ 
count of themselves. 


But the real stars of the Indian 
squad hail from the industrial 
houses, both in the public and 
rivate sector, nearly all of whom 
ave come through the junior 
stream, yet another encouraging 
sign. Among the younger crowd, 
those like hurdler Satbir Singh and 
Sant Kumar (800 and 1500 metres) 
have come a long way since last 
winter. Both have benefited im¬ 
mensely from participation in th 
Bangkok Asiad, and will do much 
better this time. 

As with the preparation for the 
Asian Games, the Tokyo meet has 
also involved careful planning 
through professional hands. A web 
come innovation have been the 
manadtory trials for most competi¬ 
tors held after their selection. This 
was to ensure their fitness prior to 
departure From the Indian shores 
(I.H.F. please take note)!). 


A nd WHAT OF THE PROS- 
pects? from what one has 
followed of Asian athletics, it 


appears that the Japanese and 

CUnesc athletes will be in a 

sUghtljr stronger position than they 
were m December. Japanese long 
jumper Junichi Usui, who has to his 
credit an 8-metres plus effort in 
1977 against India’s Suresh Baku’s 
career-best 7.97. m this year, will go 
all out to regain his supremacy. In 
the javelin, China’s Chen Mao Mao 
has no rival, as also hammer 
thrower Murofushi (Japan). The 

sprints are very much an open 
affair, and I am once again banking 
on the duo of Gnanasekharan and 
Sumariwala to do the needful for 
India. 


There does not seem anybody of 
world stature in the 800 m in the 
absence of Sriram Singh and in this 
context, it is rather unfortunate 
that the qualifying system proved to 
be the undoing of a fantastic mid¬ 
dle distance man like Charles 
Borromeo, the Gujarat lad, who in 
the words of Sriram, “is capable of 
doing a sub 1 : 48 time”. In the 1500 
metres Japan’s leading interna¬ 
tional Takashi Ishii, is so well ahead 
of the rest of the Asian that 
mortals like Rattan Singh and Sant 
Kumar will have to use all the 
qualities of head and heart to over¬ 
come his strategy. In the distance 
running, irrespective of the fact 
that Japan’s non-starters at Bangkok 
will be there on home ground to 
surprise all rivals, I am putting my 
money on the Western Railways’ 
star Gopal Saini to give respectabili¬ 
ty to our endurance standards. 


Women’s athletics in Tokyo will, 
once again, be neck and ^ neck 
affairs between China and Japan 
with the North Koreans mtung 
their presence felt in the distgnee 
events. But this is a section in 
which India this time fields its 
strongest-ever combination and the 
success of Geeta Zutshi (800 and 
1500 m) Angel Mary (long jump), 
Rita Sen (400 m) and the two relay 
squads could go a long way in 
boosting women’s athletics in the 
country. 


The organisers of the meet have 
announced that the winners of the 
events will form the All-Asia team 
for the World Cup in Montreal k 
August. The Indians likely to make 
it are Suresh Babu (long jump), 
Bahadur Singh (shot put), Gnana¬ 
sekharan and Sumariwala (sprints). 
Copal Saini (3000 m steeplechase/ 
5000 m), Rita Sen (400 m), with 
Sant Kumar and Satbir Singh once 
again as the darkhorses. 



No record 1i 
for Rita? 

r IS RELIABLY LEARNT 
that the AAFI will not ratify 
the record set by Bengal’s Rita 
Sen recently. 

At the selection trials at 
Patiala for the Asian Meet, Rita 
Sen clocked 11.8 seconds in her 
pet event—the 100 metres dash. 
However, It was claimed, the 



start of the race was faulty. 
Coach KamalUt Sandhu, who wat 
the starter of the race, did nol 
think it fit to order the race U 
be re-run despite protests front 
some of Rita’s fellow competitors 
inclnding sprint queen Srirupi 
Chatterjee- An eye-witnes! 
SpartAeorUt spoke to dalmet 
that Rita (unwittingly) Jumpet 
the gun and had a cogtilsahle ,ad 
vantage while tweaking tin 
national record in the race. 



INTER ZONAL BASKETBALL 

Rajas¬ 

than's 

sweet 

revenge 

r WAS A SWEET REVENGE 
for Rajasthan in the Inter-Zonal 
Basketball Championship. Theic 40- 
point drubbing of champions Bihar 
went a long way in erasing the me¬ 
mories of their 197R defeat in the 
finals. Rajasthan’s victory also put 
)n end to Bihar’s stranglehold on 
the championship since it4 inception 
n 1975. 

Rajasthan’s decisive win came as 
no surprise, not to those who knew 
the prowess of internationals Hanu- 
man Singh, Zorawar Singh and 
Pratap Singh and sharp-shooter 
\jmer Singh. They were the fittest 
ind the most methodical side. And 
in Hanuman Singh they had a shrewd 
ind talented skipper. With Hanuman 
IS the pivot, there could not have 
lieen any other result. 

The manner in which Raja-sthan 
began against Bihar in the finals 
was a pointer to the shape of things 
to come.. From the word ‘go’, Hanu- 
man Singh, Ajmer Singh and Pratap 
Singh were on the attack. Bihar’s 
giant Sunil Kumar Panda was effec- 
Mvely marked by lanky Ajmer and 
Pratap. Still, Panda and Bihar’s 
internationals Kamalakar Rao, Jaj. 
raj and Harbhajan gave all that 
they got. But the best wasn’t enough 
against an opposition attacking 
mercilessly. The gap in the scores 
went on widening to such an extent 
that one spectator was moved to 
cry out : "Arrey bhai has karo, have 
mercy on them.” Rajasthan showed 
no sign.s of slackening. It surprised 
nobody when Hanuman was adjudg¬ 
ed the ‘Player of the tournament' 
and given the Four Square trophy. 

P AT BIHAR AND RAJASTHAN 
would top their groups, A and 
3, respectively, and meet in the 
inals was a foregone conclusion, but 
3ihar made extremely heavy wea- 
:her over it. They first played 
Kabarasthra, who were playing only 
me day after their titanic battle 
vith Rajasthan in the West Zone 
inals. Yet Maharashtra gave the 
champions a run for their money, 
osing narrowly 82-101. Bihar then 
irevailed over Tamil Nadu, again 
inimpressivcly. Th- latter team’s 
lutstanding players were Murali- 
lath, who had represented India in 
he Asian Youth Championship at 
Cuwait last year. Jay aba 1—who anti- 
spates, intercepts, dribbles 'and 



Ajmer Singh scoring while Karnataka Rao, Surmdran and Irani look helpl¬ 
essly in the BShar-Rajesthan final. Bihar lost. 


shoots with remarkable consistency, 
Swaminathan and their captain, 
Anthony Karunakaran. 

Bihar owed both their wins to 
Sunil Panda, who collected passes 
over the heeds of others and shots 
baskets, or rather gently put the 
ball into the basket, to score almost 
half of Bihar’s tally. 

In the play-oif for the second- 
place in Group A, Tamil Nadu heat 
Maharashtra. The latter had to play 
their third match within 24 hours 
and they wqra much too exhausted 
to offer much opposition, though 
they took their defeat sportingly 
enough. 

In Group B, Delhi and West Ben¬ 
gal were little more than lambs to 
the slaughter in front of Rajasthan 
and Karnataka, who finished first 


and second, respectively. 

The two semi-finals, Tamil Nadu- 
Rajasthan and Bihar-Karnataka, were 
greatly different spectacles. While 
Rajasthan won their match with only 
the slightest of strain, the Bihar- 
Karnataka match was a thriller all 
the way. Karnataka were leading 
41-38, but eventually lost 70-81 in 
what was the best match of the 
tournament 

What was most gratifying in the 
tournament was that not a single 
incident involving players, referees or 
officials, marred the proceedings. 
The disciplinary action taken by the 
MSBA agaiast some senior players 
and their consequent suspension by 
the sll-India body seems to have 
had a salutary effect. 

A CORRhSPONDENT, Bombay 





News: International 


Gould 

should 

replace 

Taylor 

COLIN COWDREY 


Batting down the order m one-day 
cricket calls for flair and innovation 
ofsitroke, d quick 20 oi 30 the ton 
tnbution sufficient to turn a match 

Still, Hickct keeping is an art 
glonous to vratch and tne bowlers 
are happier when the best man Is 
behind the stumps 
Middlesex have a most exating 
wicket keeper batsman in young 
Ian Gould He played beautifully at 
Lord’s recently when his colleagues 
around him mt.de heavy weather I 
shall be inteiested to see quite how 
good he is behind the wicket 
As a youngstci he was fiist and 


time There is an attractive {m* 
peshness about his batting, and like 
must lefthanders vciy strung to the 
on side, yet he diives powerfully on 
the up thiough evtid rovei He is t 
man to watch 

Lord's has been such a ,bogy to 
Chris las die over the yeai's that it 
was d rebef to sec his genuine class 
coming through in Kent's first 
innings Middlesex are a formidable 
bowling side and Tavare survived 
the stern examination iieditably 

Tbcie are three countiies for 
whom I have spec.al thoughts this 
sunimei Glamorgan, Hampshiie and 
Noithamptonshirc have sullered the 
loss of several distinguished playcra 
and are all committed to a period 
ot rebuilding They will be resigned 



P I DICTABLY MIKE BREAR 
ley is chosen to lead England 
m the World Cup a fitting leward 
for calm sensible leadership in 
Australia, successful too He has the 
bowlers to tnumph again, the best 
wicketkeeper in the game as well, 
but the selectors will be exercised in 
the next tew weeks trying to put 
together the right ccmbmation or 
batsmen 


Talking of wicket-keepers, I sup¬ 
pose It IS just conceivable that Bob 
Taylor, an automatic selection for 
the traditional Test senes, may be 
asked to stand aside for a lesser 
'keeper, but one who might come 
in with more runs Taylor can bat, 
but his successes are likely to be 
fighting knocks burn out of 
adversity. 

The alternative selections, be it 
Bairstow ot Yorkshire or Tolchard 
of Leicestershire, are rugged 
diaracters and more belligerent 
with the bat 



foremost a batsman, donning the 
gloves from time to time for amuse¬ 
ment, but this will not dctei him, 
for he IS a man full of confidence. 
He can take comfort that there 
have bt».n a number ot precedents, 
Leslie Ames and Godfrey Lvans, to 
mention just two 

It IS hard to believe that both 
Ames and Lvans played for Kent as 
batsmen and outfielders, growing to 
wicket keeping as they developed 

G ould first came to light 

with Young I ngland m the 
West Indies, enthusiastic and agile 
blit raw He is improving a,! the 


to some tough days, cspcdUlly it 
the weather goes against them 

Hampshire enjoyed a icinarkable 
Sunday wm over I ssex, os good a 
team as there is iven if the ram 
did come at the wrong moment for 
Warwickshire. young North 
amptonshiie will havi been given 
an enormous fillip alter their clear 
cut vutory 

if only Glamorgan could manage 
to SCI amble home soon, with their 
now captain Robin Hobbs claiming 
important wickets, then foi my part 
the season really will have begun 
on a good note 




Genius 

managers 

COLIN MALAM exults 
about Brian Clough and 
Peter Taylor, manager and 
assistant manager, respec¬ 
tively. of the English first 
division team. Nottingham 
Forest, who play Malmo in 
the finals of the European 
Cup on May 30. 

L ike aei. ci.oligh and taylor 

hav(‘ itiiscd extroversion to the 
level of a fine art. In their hand.s, 
the readiness to speak one’s mind, 
the outrageous remark and the deter- 
niination 4u impose one's will on 
others that are cvntral to the ex¬ 
trovert peisonality have been tran.s- 
fornied into positive, constructive 
forces of formidable strength. 

As a result, there are virtually no 
barriers to their success. As all three 
have proved, nothing is impo.ssibte 
fur the man who knows what he 
wants, knows how to get it and 
wants It badly enough to overcome 
all olistdcles. In doing so, too, they 
have ennobled and enriched their 
sports in every imaginable way. 

There is, however, one crucial 
difference between Ali on the one 


any difficulty making their teams 
extensions of themselves. 

That is why, at the memorable 
Press conference which preceded 
Nottingham Forest's historic 1-0 
victory over Cologne in the second, 
away leg, Clough and Taylor were 
still visibly shocked by their players’ 
failure to carry out managerial in¬ 
structions during what most observ¬ 
ers had come to regard as a catas¬ 
trophic 3-3 result in the first leg of 
the semi-final. 

But they are nothing if not fast 
learners. The lessons of that dis¬ 
turbing defensive performance 
against Cologne at home were digest¬ 
ed and acted upon as quickly as 
those. Forest had been taught by 
Liverpool, who outplayed them to an 
almost embarrassing degree at Wem¬ 
bley in the 1978 Football League 
Cup final without winning. 

Indeed, speed has been one of the 
most remarkable features of the pro¬ 
gress made by Clough and Taylor in 
their profession. As Fred Reacher, 
a member of the committee that 
runs Forest, said amid the euphoria 
of the return from Cologne: "This 
is the greatest night of my life. Here 
we are in the final of the European 
Cup, and to think only four years 
ago we were playing the likes of 
Orient, Oldham and York in the 
Second Division! 

"Brian Clough is a genius: there’s 
no doubt about that in my mind. He 
could -have made a million in any 
other walk of life. Herbert Chapman 
is the only other manager in the 
history of English football to have 
won the League Championship with 


They have certainly confounded 
the experts by making nonsense of 
the .justifiable belief that experience 
is everything in European football 
They took Derby to the semi-finals 
of the European Cup the first time 
out, and now they are in the final 
with Forest at their own second 
attempt. 

It is an astonishing record if only 
because, Manchester United and 
Liverpool, teams of greater individual 
gifts, needed many more bites at 
the cherry before finally devouring 
the fruit. And while the overall 
standard of competition was con- 
sidcrubiy higher when United reach¬ 
ed the final, it is questionable 
whether Liverpool’s task was much 
stiffer than Forest’s when they got 
there in 1P77 and 1978. 


As 1 have pointed out often enough 
before, the quality of continental 
football has been in decline for some 
years. But Peter Taylor, for one, 
has never been in any doubt that 
English football has always been in¬ 
trinsically superior whatever the 
state of the game across the Channel 
or on the other side of the North 
Sea. 

“Listen," he says with typical 
forcefiilncss. “There will have beer 
an English club in the final of the 
European Cup for the last three 
Years, and Liverpool have won it 
twice. So don’t give me all that 
stuff about continental technique. 
Cologne? I’ll go furher than I did 
before the game and say they are 
no better than a club in the top half 
of our .Second Division!’’ 



Jinan (.loiifih -•- u’lll ha have the last lauijh on May .10? 


hand and Clough and Taylor on two differe t clubs. But even Cbap- 

thc other. Whereas the individuali.sm man is nothing to Brian Clough in 

of boxing makes the boxer master of my opinion.” 
his own destiny, toulball managers 

have to entrust their plans and It is an interesting comparison, 

dreams to the tare of 11 other in- Like Dei by and Forest at the start 

dividuals at the tune it matters. ot the Clougl,-Taylor era, Hudders- 

liold and Arsenal were both in the 
It is theie. In that diiruult area of doldrums when Chapman took them 
man nwiiagement and dressing room ovc; belwe'en the wars. He, too, was 
psychoiogv that Clough and Tayloi tamou.s lot his manipulation of 

aie sui>reniely suicesslul. No-one has publicity and judgment of a player; 

been able to jiiii -.ovsn exailly what hut his career lacked the extra 

their methods are. but whatever it diineusion ot European football in 

i.s they sav or do (to their uudis- which Clough and Taylor have cx- 

guised delight), they rarely have celled. 

4 


That is the sort of outrageous re¬ 
mark I was talking about earlier; 
but it is not without validity in the 
context of what Forest and Liver¬ 
pool have achieved in Europe. Bet¬ 
ween them, they have done serious 
damage to the theory that because 
I'ontincntal fcotballcrs, as individuals 
have better control of the ball and 
use it more subtly than England’s 
they necessarily produce better teams. 

Tactically, Forest and Liverpool 
have not advanced very far beyond 
Sir Alf Ramsey’s 1966 concept of a 
four-man forward line. What has 
happened is that they have refined 
that system to the point where, sup¬ 
ported by unlimited stamina and 
determination, it has become more 
than a match for anything the rest 
of Europe can offer. 

Like everyone else, we in England 
are suffering from a shortage of 
outstandingly gifted players. But un¬ 
like everyone else, English football 
is fortunate enough to possess, in 
Clough and Taylor at Forest and Bob 
Paisley at Liverpool, managers who 
can make the most of our available 
strengths. Come to think of it. 
Sweden could say the same about 
Bob Houghton, the English manager 
of Malmo. Forest’s opponents in 
Munich on May 30. 



CF Barcf^lma won the European Cupwinnei.-i’ Cup defraling l-ortuna Dusxeldorf of West Germany 4 3 at Baale 
nrm fwt Moj, jfi Johann Krankl (above left) and Juan Avenk of the u'inn4s raise their 

arms white they display the cup. Bottom ptelnia shows Joses Sanchez (left) making it J O for the winners. 
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Sportsworid Special 


World's 

oldest 

tennis 

player 

ATUL PAR/JAT profiles 
PETE MONTES, who still 
plays three hours of tennis 
at the age of 91. 

B elieve it or not, but it is 

true that Peter Francis Montes 
plays absorbing tennis at the ripe 
old age of 91. He is now the oldest 
tennis player in the world. The only 
other similar case is of King Gustav 
of Sweden, who played tennis till 
the age of 90. 

Pete doesn’t jump from the pages 
of Ripley’s volumes. He is a very 
likeable 'young old man’ who is so 
fit that you can even win a bet up¬ 
on his date of birth, which, unbelie¬ 
vably. is March 18, 1888. 

Says Pete: “I started playing 
tennis at the age of 11, that is in 
1899, and still play for three long 
hours every evening.” He pauses for 



A rare 'moment — Pete partnering 
Elisabeth Ryan in a friendly mired 
doubles tie ai> Cecil Courts 


a moment and adds modestly: ‘‘I’m 
in ordinary player. There is nothing 
outstanding or special about me ex¬ 
cept that I’m playing at this age. 
But you too can play (at my age), 
[ mean anyone can, if tennis is the 
routine of his life.” 

Jabalpur-born Pete Montes is the 
sort of person who at the age of 
eight gave his new costly shirt to 
the groundsman of a tennis court 


lust to get a feel of the lovely court. 
Smilingly, he speaks of the tennis 
sessions that he had on the veran¬ 
dah of his house with the rejected 
racket of his grandpa. "Oh, 1 used 
to play with homemade cotton balls 
and spoiled the kitchen garden of 
my father, who spanked me like 
anything. But I went on playing." 
Pete continued to play tennis dur¬ 
ing his college days. He won the 
coveted tennis triple in the college 
and the heart of his sweet-looking 
doubles partner, Bob, whom he 
married later. Even today the couple 
cherishes memories of those golden 
days. 

‘‘The year 1936 (when he was 48) 
wa.s fantastic, for I bagged a ‘double 
crown’ in the Agra Open Tennis, 
though I was the holder of the 
doubles title, partnering Mr Hotz 



Pete Montes: I am still a lough nul 
to crack 

since 1922. But this was the year 
when I also won the singles honours,” 
the grand old man says, bis eyes 
gleaming with joy and pride. 

‘‘The most wonderful moment of 
my life was when I had the honour 
of being presented to the Queen, 
but I loved the moment when I 
snatched two .sets from Eliza¬ 
beth Ryan, the then reigning 
world champion, whom I played 
when she visited Agra as a 


tourist and wanted some tennis 
practice. I rank it as the most ex¬ 
citing match of my life.” Pete takes 
a long breath and continues; "It 
was a five-set thriller which almost 
set the ‘Cecil Courts’ ablaze with 
glory." Old tennis lovers of Agra 
who still remember this match say 
Pete performed splendidly, spinning 
and slicing backhand volleys which 
took the chalk off the sideline of 
the forehand corner of the right 
court, to score clean winners. 

H e also had THE UNIQUE 
distinction of playing with fam¬ 
ous tennis stars who visited Agra as 
tourists between 1930 to 1950— 
immortals like Bunnv Austin. ’Big’ 
Tilden, ‘prodigal’ Ellsworth Vines 
and the famous ‘Four Musketeers’ 
of French tennis—Hencri Cochet, 
Toto Brugnon, Rene Lacoste and 
Jean Barotra. 

“Actually my doubles paitner Mr 
Hotz owned the only hotel—Cecil 
Hotel—in the city. Now if someone 
who stayed in the hotel and wanted 
tennis practice, 1 was called to 
provide it. or we called Mr Raghubir 
Dayal, a noted player of our State, 
‘fhat is how I got the chance of 
playing with all these great players,” 
explains Pete. 

Tennis, says Pete, is responsible 
for his good health. “Last year. I 
played a practice match against my 
own great grandson, who is about 
12. I liked some of his shots and 
dedication to the game. I told him 
plainly that if he can develop as 
much love for the game a> 1 have, 
he .too can play for very long. If 
ever I see my 100th year, I shall 
still be playing tennis. 



The game has repaid Pete’s love 
for it. As a token of respect from 
the U.P. Council of Sports Pete now 
receives a honorariam of Rs. 100 
per month. And on my telling him 
that the Travel Corporation of India 
is providing him a free trip to Wim¬ 
bledon this year, Pete shakes his 
head in disbelief and exclaims: “My 
God! It is unbelievcable. It is like a 
dream.” Pete’s dream is about to 
come true. 





MYLISTOF 

TODAY'STOPIOBATS 

And how I'd bowl tothem 

GARYSOBERS 



I HAVE BEEN ASKED TO NAME 
the best 10 batsmen in the world 
today. Believe me, that’s not the 
easiest task. 

In nominating my top 10, I took 
into consideration the length of time 
each has been a top-flight player, 
consistency under all conditions and 
the ability to dictate without look¬ 
ing risky. 


Boycott never has been the kind of 
plaiycr who dominates. He always 
relies on the bad ball to score from, 
a batsman who can be kept ^uiet if 
the bowler persists in good line and 
length. 

All 10 players I have chosen are 
batsmen who can dictate, the key 
essential to greatness. In this article, 
I take an analytical look at their 
approach and technique and suggest 
how I would attempt to bowl to them 
if I had to dismiss them. 

Let me say at the outset, a very 
attacking player and most difficult to 
bowl to. 

I still reflect on an innings of 224 
he played agetnst England at Trent 
Bridge and, interspersed among 
many great shots, were some re¬ 
markable ‘misses’. He actually missed 
balls by inches, even when he was 


Some will differ with my choice, 
but I feel these 10 superstars have 
all these necessary qualities. 

Scoring runs is important, but how 
they are .scored is more important 
when you arc assessing greatness and 
I have always felt that if a batsman 
is a great batsman then he should 
be able to knock a bowler off his 
length without taking dangerous 
liberties. 

So I’ve come up with my top 10 
from the current international arena: 

1. Viv Richards (West Indies) 

2. Ian Chappell (Australia) 

3. Barry Richards (South Africa) 

4. Sunil Gavaskar (India) 

5. Greg Chappell (Australia) 

6. Zahecr Abbas (Pakistan) 

7. Clive Lloyd (West Indies) 

8. Alvin Kallicharran (West Indies) 

9. Cordon Greenidge (West Indies) 

10. Derek Randall (England) 

No Geoff Boycott? That’s true. I 
can find no place for Boycott. 

I respect his dedication and tech¬ 
nique But his impact on Test cricket 
today is disappointing and if he has 
claims as a great player, then he for¬ 
feits them with the way he is cur¬ 
rently playing. 


well established, balls that other 
batsmen might have edged or mid¬ 
dled. 

I guess that was Icck of confidence 
in a great player, but he has tighten¬ 
ed up a lot since then and he is the 
supreme example of a player who 
will always try to dedicate. 

I’ve heard it said he’s a ‘numbers’ 
player, which suggests he plays by 
impulse raither than judgement, but 
he’s far better batsman than that. He 
is a fine all-round batsman, very 
strong on the back-foot and simply 
lives for the short ball. When he’s set, 
the short ball is a bad ball to Viv. 
He’s so strong totally aggressive as 
his innings starts to flow. 

How would I bowl to him? Assum¬ 
ing he is set, I would concentrate on 
length and line and hope he makes 
a mistake, perhaps play a bit on his 
patience. I wouldn’t try to attack 
nim. I would hope he would get him¬ 
self out—perhaps through fatigue 1 

My only criticism of Viv is that he 
takes a lot of chances early in bis 
innings, doesn’t consolidaitc enough 
early on and is prone to the rash 
shot. 

Once established, then resign your¬ 
self to the leather hunt. 

A great player with lots of ability 
and a man who tries hardest in diffi¬ 
cult situations. 

He is a sound, calculating player 
who weighs up a situation very well. 
His record is studded with instances 
when he has pulled his team out of 
trouble. He’s a strong back-foot play¬ 
er who likes to play his shots. A 
fearless hooker, even if the shot has 
brought him undone on occasions. 

If he has a weakness it must be 
outside the off-stump. He tends to go 
over too far so that is where I would 
try to attack him. You’ve got a 
chance. On a number of occasions be 
has moved too far across and been 
bowled behind his back. It happened 
already in the last WSC series. 

Beiiability is Ian Chappell’s great 
claim to fame. But he has all the 
skills end is a tough cookie to bowl 
to. 

It’s a little difficult to assess Barry 
Richards because he was taken out of 
Tc.st cricket so early in his career. On 
the other hand, if you arc a great 
player, then you are great in any cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Barry htis tons of ability, is a good 
tactician and is a very correct bats¬ 
man. A strong, all-round playei he 
picks up the ball early and it’s tough 
going bowling to him when he’s set. 
lie’s a fine cover driver, probably hi.< 
most tnemorable shot, but a good 
leg-side player and hooker, too. 

How would I tackle Barry? When 

h»*s snintf hp litcon tn slu* hlnStatf 




Zaheer Abbas —architect 


He had a fantastic first tour of the 
West Indies and figured in that sen¬ 
sational Trinidcd Test when India 
made their great fourth innings 
fight back to force a draw and little 
Sunil scored 124 and 220. He had 
already scored 117 not out in 
Georgetown. 

He is a go<^ starter and par¬ 
ticularly effective against spin, but 
handles the quick stuff competently. 

A difficult fellow to bowl to be¬ 
cause he doesn’t give you much 
chance. I guess I would try to bowl 
tight and would have more chance 
with my quickish deliverias than 
spinners. 

He is a selective batsman, a good 
judge when to play certain shots and 
when not to. 


The first conclusion about Greg 
Chappell is that he*s not a very gom 
starter. But once in* full flight, he’s a 
beautiful batsman to watch. 


He is a top cover-driver, but not as 
reliable a batsman as elder brother, 


Ian Greg possesses the straightest ol 
bats; a copybook player who can be 
majestic ^ times. He is inclined to 
wme across the line early on to get 
his bat into an arc outside the off- 
stump and that’s probably his biggeA 
fault. 

He is picked up fairly frequently at 
slip and if I had to bowl to Greg I 
wouW be endeavouring to bring the 
ball back hoping he'd play across the 
line of it. 

Greg has a very upright stance. 
Ecrly on, he doesn’t seem to pick the 
line all that well, but you can see 
ronfidence brimming through the 
longer be stays. 

A very, very off-side oriented play¬ 
er. He can be kept quiet bowling 
middle and leg stump into him and 
he's little suspect early on to pace 
and the ball leaving him outside the 
off-stump. ’ 

Zaheer is inclined to anchor thu 
back foot early on and simply move 
the front foot sicross to meet the line 
of the ball. 

He hits the ball very hard. He Is 


plenty of room, loves off-side driving 
so 1 would' endeavour to attack bet¬ 
ween bat and pad. 

You’ve got to hand it to this little 
Fellow. Playing fop India, he is on the 
receiving end of the world’s best 
bowling. Yet he has scored hundreds 
against everybody. 

He is a very compact player, full 
>f concentration and a batsman who 
'esponds to a challenging situation. 
iVhen he scores hundreds he scor^ 
JIG ones, not LITTLE ones! He 
fives hini-self time to settle in, like a 
nodel opener, then he takes full 
idvantage. 




I 



Petek Randall—flamboyant 


the architect of big innings. Once 
over the hundred mark he goes on 
with it,_ unlike many batsmen who 
get their ’ton’ and are out so soon 
afterwards. 


^aneer is not a very good hooker 
and if I were after his wicket I’d 
concentrate on the middle and leg 
stump and occasionally tempt him 
vmh the short flyer. One of the best 
offside driver in the game. 


. Is 8 difficult man to assess at 
the moment because he has dropped 
ninuelf to number six in the WSC 
West Indies batting order because he 
figures he can dictate from there as 
a captain. 







i nai s ine spot he can size up the 
atuatmn best, whether to attack or 
defend. He is currently possibly over¬ 
shadow^ by so much batting talent 
in the West Indies team but he is the 
one I would depend on in the more 
dilficult situations. 


He hit a couple of hundreds 
against New Zealand in 1971-72 that 
carried the stamp of greatne.ss and 
two more against England in 1973-74, 






Vtv Rif hards—ttfjhlened up 


H(. IS <) very strong all round playGr 
who hits tho ball vety haid and has 
th(> kiiaik ut punishing what appears 
to hf a pietty good delivtiy Mor« 
than one buwlii has sint down a 
likely looking ball to sec Cbvc dis 
palth It o\er tin boundary feme His 
big hitting III the Piudential World 
( up malces in 1975 played a huge 
part in the West Indies’ vutory Try 
mg to I lult him he is inclined to 
l<an too lai over the ball and occa 
sionallv plays down the wrong line 
I would bowl to him a little bit out 
side the oft stump or a Itci natively 
will up to middle or leg stumps As 
the yiars cicep on, he may be a less¬ 
er fold but still a batsmaii to be 
leckomd with in the world cricket 


Little Alvin came into cricket in a 
blare of glory An exciting batsman 
gifted with quick feet and lightning 
ri fit \es 


one of them at TrinkJad after that 
controversial run-out inc^nt with 
Tonv Grcjg. 

Kdlli IS strong off his pads, inclin¬ 
ed to drive away from his body and 
I would level Thy attack outside the 
off stump hoping for an indiscretion 
as he tried to drive 

Pet haps the most underrated play¬ 
er in the woild cricket today He’d 
get into my top 10 because he has a 
sound technique and hits the ball as 
hard as Viv Richards — perhaps bar 
der 

Yet It’s true he hasn’t scored any¬ 
thing like the runs he should have 
with so much talent at his command 



He can get himself out in a silly 
fashion when he's nicely settled But 
he’s matured a lot Gordon is more 
selective the e days as an opener, and 
ran discipline himself to let the ball 
go until he's well settled 


A supei handler of spin bowlers 
he IS not all that efficient against the 
quicks but aggiissivc once he adjusts 
himself and is unairaid to hook 
against the best of them. 

I enioy best his cover drives Alvin 
is a beautiful player to watch in full 
cry (ould be guilty ot playing ‘by 
numbers’ on occasions and is a shade 
tempi ramcntal rather like Rohan 
Kanbai 


But aggression is his motto He has 
a veiy good eye and is a splendid 
hookri His strength is on the off 
side and he plays the ball on ‘the 
up’ like most West Indian batsmen, 
or great batsmen, for that matter, do. 
He’s sound in defence 

Gordon may have a slight weakness 
outside the off stump where he is in 
dined to play a fi action too far from 
his body Yes, I’d attack him outside 



Burry Richards — tactilcian 

the off stump but without too mudi 
conviction 


I was playing foi Notts County 
when I fiist met Derek and 1 recog 
nised there and then that he was a 
very fine player He should have 
played for Pngland a year or two 
before he did and it eeitainly rame 
as no surprise when he got the call 

He hais a lot of ability, if a little 
flamboyant, « sound technique and 
lots of guts He is very attacking and 
iggiessive and plays all the shots 


My only ciilirism is that when he’s 
batting well, he’s inclined to do silly 
thing.s For no reason at all. I’ve seen 
him just run down the wicket Some 
times he gets away with it, and It 
must bo disconcerting to the bowler, 
but It gets him out, too 

He’s a splendid runner between 
Wickets I think he's maturing fast 
and those rushes of blood seem less 
often • 


Bowling to him, I suppose, you 
would play the patience game Play 
on his whims 


Rmpunted with permission from 
The Austrehan Cricket’ 


Crossword 


Gridmin 

16 



[ACROSS! 

1 1 And 1 Dn A marathon involving 
battered cars where each driver 
tries to put another out of action 
(10 5) 

8 Brief quiet (5) 

9 A conventionalised design used 
on playing cards to distinguish 
suits and indicate values (4) 

11 The — IS cas* (3) 

13 Childrens game of chasing and 
touching others (3) 

14 A stage in a relay-race (3) 

15 — my, a card-game (3) 

20 A player who is out of this is un¬ 
likely to be successful (4) 

21 Brilliant cricketer! (5) 

23 In cricket man positioned in 
playing area nearer the boundary 
than the pitch (10) 

[DOWN] 

1 See 1 Ac 

2 A golf-club (6) 

3 One of poor length and direction, 
this IS easily scored from. In 
cricket (5 4) 

4 Not batting (3) 

5 In cricket, these may be bowling, 
popping or return (^) 

6 Position of the bat In relation to 
the stumps when receiving the 
bowling (5) 

7 Score in football (4) 

10 In chess this is the object and 
end of the game (9) 

12 A golf-club (7) 

16 Crescent-shaped (5) 

17 Pace of horse between walking 
and running (4) 

18 One of the divisions of the play¬ 
ing time of a game (6) 

19 In cricket a very easy catch (5) 

22 •— bef (3) 


(SoluMona next weak) 


Question box 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■A \V( f Mill 

M. Gangull, Calcutta 
Q: How many Test wickets has 
Jeff Thomson taken "> 

A: In 32 Tests, Thomson has 
taken 145 wickets at 25 51 a piece 


Sumita Chaucttiurl, Calcutta. 

Q: How was Ian Chappell dismissed 
In the Calcutta Test In 1969 7 
A: Chappell was caught by Wade- 
kar and bowled by Bed! 



Hull Ghosn 


P. P. Joerdar, Calcutta. 

Q: Who has taken the highest 
number of wickets after Lance Gibbs 7 
A: F S Trueman of bngland with 
307 

T. M. Rangnath, Bhubaneswar. 

Q: What is the maximum number 
of runs scored by a batsman in a Test 
series ’ 

A: The maximum number of runs 
scored by a batsman in a series is 
Bradmans 974 runs in five Tests 

Arpita, Sangita and Satarups Baeu, 
Calcutta. 

Q: What is the Test batting record 
of M C Cowdrey’ 

A: In 114 Tests M C Cowdrey 
scored 7 624 runs at an average of 
44 06 (These do not include the Rest 
of the World series) 

Salindu Singh, Chanagarh. 

Q: What IS the lowest Test score 
and who made it ’ 

A: 26 by New Zealand against 
England In 1954 5b 

Babiu, Bangladesh. 

Q: What IS the Tost batting record 
of Joe Solomon 7 

A: In 27 Tests. Solomon scored 
1,326 runs at an average of 34 00 

S. Mukherjee. Calculta. 

Q; How many Tests have Ambar 
Roy Shutey Baneijee and P Son 

played ’ „ j 

A: A Roy Shutey Banerjee and 
P Sen have played four one and 14 
Tests respectively (or India 

joydeep Mukheriee, Calculta. 

Q; What IS the Test batting record 
of Desmond Haynes 7 
A: In two Tests, Haynes has scored 
182 runs at an average of 60 66 


[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 151 



QUESTIONS 

1 The elder bi other of Pakistan 
Test cricketer Mohammad Younia 
Ahmed is a former Test cricketer 
Name him 

2 Alec Bedsers twin brother played 
first-class cricket What is his 
name ’ 

3 A nephew of Ghulam Ahmed is a 
famous Test and WSC cricketer 
Who IS he ? 

4 Gooff Howarth is the younger 
brother of a former lest cricketer. 
Can you name him 7 

5 Pakistan s Imran Khan NiazI Is 
the cousin of a team-mate no 
less famous Guess who 7. 

6 "Chris’ Old is the younger 
brother of an England rugby 
international Who ? 

7 Two sons of a former New Zea¬ 
land Test cricketer have also 
represented New Zealand Name 
them 

8 Which brother of Mike Gatting 
plays foi a first division football 
club in England ? 

9 Sadiq Mohammad is the youngest 
ol a family of — cricket playing 
brothers How many ? 

10 Three of Aunshuman Gaekwad's 
uncles captained Baroda in the 
Ranji Trophy A fourth played 
Test cricket and later became a 
national selecto’’ Name them. 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


nor-*. Schapiro 


I tend to !ji.’ I'lru; ol the r|iii(,kci players at 
Iti's oatiK,'. llsually thi'< style works to my 
rulvaiilaoe tlx- oppononts liave loss 
time to think hut oexasionally it leads 
lo leoliiiii al Priors. I In;; week'.s hand is a 
:jood oxainpli; ! saw Itie winning tine 
nut only five serotulr. atli’i adopting a- 
losing one. 


4^ .11 > i ^ 

IV .) 

0 ■! •' 

4|k A K O 4 I 


Wi'!,’ dealt with bast Wrs.t vulnerahio 
•iii't Ihis v/as the hidding' 

SOUIH vyt'JI NOHIH TAht 
' 4 ^ dhip pd'a, 

'I r^ 1 liavv 3 NT pass 

(lasv rtriss 

I wa;. booth and clparly wu got loo high 
I slill di'tond my ?NT bid look at all 
Iho'.e inti’imediate cards and I think 
that partner, with an Arptes.s minimum, 
.holiid have pas'.e'd UNI. btiM. there wn 
wore in game wdti niily',’? points botweeii 
us and West, anticipating that hir. King of 
liodits would Ijn an entry, rtaited with 
Ihree lop flubs and another r lith to clear 
th( suit. 

\A/ilh()ul hokliitg iriur h hope 'or our 
I onlrar.l 1 disrarded a siiade and a 
heart from diiinin) Then, suddenly, I 
realised th.it I h.id given u(i a legitimate 
nlay tor nine trick.s Witti a sirk.ening 
ter^ilmg I won the club and played a 
diamond to dummy's King, ba.st took 
tie. Ate and returned a henrt, but the 
l.rll 'll VVnst's r> 0 t,od been .sufficitrilly 
encouraging and I went up with the Ar.p 
.md was able to lake three diamonds, 
thiee .spades, a i lub and a heart tor 
oru* ott. 

Well, after marore reflei lion, can you 
.'.on iho f banco I missed V You should 
.I'Cjuc Ibis way: d VYest tias <> A, you are 
going off. Iliorefoio you must place' 
Fast v/ilb O I* and (<!lfer his operiiiig bid) 
Wi'sl with ',3' K l)n the flubs you should 
di:.'. aid Iwo beiiit.s iroin dummy and 


^ H U t 4 
v' O lu B 4 
0 b 0 3 
f.lS 



4 tuas 
'v' 7 ft 5 ? 
0 A 6S2 
♦ 0 7 


keep the spades intact. Then you clear 
the diamonds (happily playing for three 
tricks) and, tf East returns a heart when 
he wKis with 0 A, go up with the Ace. 
On the third diamond West has to 
discard his winning club; on the fourth 
he is squeezed in the major suits and 
has to concede the rest of the tricks. 
It is worth noting that a low club lead 
from West (after Sooth has claimed to 
have a guard in the suit with his no trump 
bid) IS a much better choice than a top 
club and defeats the contract. 

Last week's quiz: at love all South holds 
♦ 75(;?AKJ 10 93OAJ94AOHe 
opens two-hearts and North responds 
two-spades. This is an easy rebid - South 
has already suggested a good sin-card 
suit and can .show his guards in the minor 
suits economically by rebidding 2 NT. 
There is no danger of the bidding dying 
alter North's positive response. 

This week's quiz: South deals with 
4063<;?J.9 7403*AK0g8and 
opens one-club. Noith forces w‘th two- 
diamonds - what should South rebld? 


Chess 


In matches at a voiy high level - and 
especially those lor the World Cham¬ 
pionship - It IS quite common for players 
to employ the same opening variation 
in game after game. 1 his method has 
both advantages and disadvantages. On 
the orre hand, a feeling of confidence 
based on knowledge can be built up; 
on the other hand, however, there is Ihe 
danger that the opponent (or his .seconds) 
will do some homework and come up 
with a suipri.se. 

The latter appears to have happened in 
the eighth game between Katpov and 
Korchnoi. The World Champion diverged 
slightly from his course in two earlier 
games, and Korchnoi, possibly in tear 
of an mnovafion, gave the lino a further 
and mote dubious twi.st. Thu result was 
disa.stious. Karpov was piosented with a 
vicious attack on the uncasfled black 
King and made no mistake about driving 
it home. 

Whilir Anatoly Karpov; Bliiik Viktor 
Korchnoi. Ruv l.oper. (Rth Gumu. World 
Championsliip Match, Baguio, 1978.) 

1 P'>K4, f>-K4; 2 Kt-KB3. Kt>QBS 

3 8 - Kts, F - OR3; 4 B - R4, Kt - 83 
5 0-0, KtaP; • P-04. P-OKt4 
7 B-Kt3, P-Q4; • PaP, 8-K3 

a QKt-oa... 

In Itic second game and tho fourth gariiu 
Kaipov playod the normal 9 P B3 and vii.is 


unable to make much progress 
t ...Kt-B4; faP-B3.P-Kt3 

Best here is 10 ... P - 05. as m Capablanc 
Lasker, St Petersburg, 1914 (drawn in ti 
moves) 

11 O-Kt, B-Kt2; It Kt-Q4l, KtkPI 

The acceptance of thes type of pawn sacriPi 
is fraught with risk Ho should have trii 

12 ... Kt - K2. 

13 P - KB4, Kt - B9; 14 P - Bl, P a P 
1> KtxBP,R-KKt1 

After 15 . . 0 - 0. 16 Kt < B Black could hard 
hope to defend his King without the blac 
squared Bishop. 

IS KtaKt.QPaKt; 17B-B2, Kt-Ot 
118-m. B-BI; 19QR-01.0-44 
20BxKt,PaB; 21RxP,a-B3 

22 BxB.O-Kt3eh; 23K-R1. KxB 
24Q-B3, R-K1; 2S Kt - Kt, R - Ktt 
21 R-97... 

Tho end is near. The Bishop must guard KE 
against Ihe possibility of 0 x Pch. 

tS...R-«Kt 1 : nKtxP.BxR 

21 Kt-Meh, Resiana 

Korchnoi seemed to have a deatli wish, as it t 
preferred to lose rather than face anoth 
draw. 

Compotitlon <t3M. Solution next week. 


Black 



Black lo pld,'. Who is winning? 

Solution to 6315 (Capablanca-Yatos, Na 
York, 1124). (t/3b2kp/4p1p1/prtn4/N1N4l 
1P4P1/1K3P2/3R4 - Whits to play.) TI 

Knighl .St OR4 cxoc uled a lour move manoiiov 
wilh gain of limp and then doscniided upon II 
ORP 40 Kt BO, R B4: 41 Kl - K4, R-KI 
4? KI(K4) OC. R n4, 4.3 Kl - KIT, H B 
44 KI(KI7) v P. Armed wilh an oxira pawn, tl 
World Clmmpion went on lo win the rndii 
alter another 33 moves 
Problom No 1959. Sniuhon next week. 

G. Cristollanlnl IPillahtirg Post, 1975) 
(1N1K4/3QpBBt/2p2p2/4k37p2r2p1/btrtPnl 
/q2R4/tb2R3 - • white men; 12 black.) 
While to play and mate in two moves 
Solution to No tOH (Tuxen). (B3r3/tqS 
•/SR1/trtnk3/»/4P1NN/1b103K - mato 
two.) 1 Kt-fJ3 (threat 2 Kl 02) (a) I . 
Kl X Kl; 2 P X Kt. (o) 1 . Kl B4, ? H Kl 
(c) 1 . Kl K3. 2 R K5: (d) 1 . . Kl E 

2 0 Ob, (e) 1 . . Kl K14, 7 0x0. (I) 1 
KI-KI6: ?OxB; (g) 1 . . Kl-B7;2 0 0 
(h) 1 . . KlxP: 2 OxKI th'.s is a cldS,« 

example ol Ihe Knighl wheel. 
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need easy and comfortable 
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brands Pick Victor 
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in the business for years, Victor 
products have been specially 
designed with extra care for 
superb fitting and comfort 
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featherlight material 
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.§ WE COULD HAVE DONE BETTER 

Cipu Ghosh, India's coach, reporting from 
Jakarta, says a combination of factors ied to 
India's 2-7 defeat in the Thomas Cup semi-finals. 

12 ODDS AGAINST VENKAT AND PARTY 

An Indian tour of England is always gruelling, 
says M. A. K. Pataudi, what with the vagaries of 
the weather and the tight schedule—and, most 
of all, the fact that the exacting Prudential 
Trophy comes off first. Limited overs cricket 
requires an entirely different approach, he 
says, and hopes India will be able to return 
home with some credit, from both the World 
Cup and the subsequent Tests with England. 

In a companion piece, Richie Benaud feels 
India should make it to the semi-finals. Tony 
Lewis reminisces over the game playod in 
the hinterland of the cricket world. 

Also; An intimate profile of Venkatraghavan by 
A. G, Kripal Singh and a pre-tour interview 
of the captain by our Bangalore correspondent. 

30 IN THE NEWS PAGES 

Calcutta's Big Throe settle down to the hunt 
for league honours; St. Anthony's prepare 
for world schoolboys football: Age-group 
swimming ; Akhtar Ali on women's 'ennis ; 1 he 
Aga Khan tournament. 

43 SHAMATEURISM AND WORSE 

Ashok Kamath takes up several issues that 
have not been tackled properly by the IHF. 

THE DEPARTMENTS 

4 Letters 

5 Sporting Life 

7 All In The Game 

49 Crossword'iQuiz'iQuestion Box 

50 Chess|Bridge{Best 

Cover transparency of Michael Holding by Pa.rick Eagar. 
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Letters to the Editor 


L'affaire Sriram: 

A rejoinder 

T his js not a note to contradict the 

report on the so-callcd Kirpal Singh—Sriram 
■Siaeh tiff, but to look at the unhappy episode in the 
right perspective. One cannot help feeling that some¬ 
where someone has got the wrong end of the stick, 
and the views expressed by the athlete, his coach, as 
well as other officials, have been magnified to an 
embarrassing extent. As a trainee of Ilyas Babar for 
more than 13 yeans now, I can say with some convic¬ 
tion that he is neither a fire-brand nor has he been 
outspoken in the manner that he has been made out 
to be! (Babar's list of trainees goes back to the sixties 
when he produced the Asian 800m champion Barua 
and had been responsible for the success of at least a 
dorcn national stars before Sriram.) Babar saheb is 
basically a gentle, courteous soul who, as far as all 
of us athletes know, has been a man of few words. 
I would like to add similar remarks about Sriram 
as well. 

As far as the current problem is concerned, what 
is wrong in an athlete recovering from a recent ail¬ 
ment wanting a slight breather from trials? Are we 
going to be such irrational hero-worshippers that we 
insist on his competing at Tokyo at a time when he is 
going through the mental agony of deciding that he 
can race so soon after his recovery. Putting words 
into his mouth, as most of us stand guilty of doing. Is 
hardly the way to reduce his suffering. Medical expert 
Major Chandran put the cards on the table rightly 
when he said that the half-miler was now fit. I can 
vouch fur this, having run with him under the Patiala 
sun for five days only recently! But—and I am posi¬ 
tive about this—he needs a good month to be able 
to get back to competitive fitness. Prior to the Bang¬ 
kok Asiad, he had 30 days to do his stuff, whereas 
this time he was expected to achieve form in a fort¬ 


night! Sriram’s wrry is not so much in being discar¬ 
ded from, the Asian squad for the Montreal World 
Cup In August, but in going out of reoioaing .for 


There is. hopefully, a solution— a very good one 
at that. The Moscow Spartkiad which' starts from Jiily 
27. is to be the main curtain-rafrer for Olympic hope¬ 
fuls. The Russians have invited five fodian athletes 
take part in this major pre-Olympic meet. It would 
be appropriate to include Sriram’s name in the list, 
thus giving him sufficient time to attain some peak 
of fitness. 

It is unfortunate that what was clearly a per¬ 
sonal problem of a leading national athlete, to be 
discussed between him, his coach and national coatffi 
Joginder Saint, and sorted out with the honorary 
secretary of the AAFl, has been blown out 
of all proportions, leaving at least three people in 
a very embarrassing position. 

I also would have been happy if my name had 
not been mentioned in connection with any of the 
AAFI factionalism that has been discussed. I am not 
an office-bearer of the national body—^but have assis¬ 
ted it in the selection of athletes whenever it has 
been possible for me to be present at any trial or 
other meet. I like to feel that my views nave been 
sought on account my seniority as an active athlete 
of 27 years' standing. 

While we have all been worrying ourselves sick 
about the trio Shivnath-Sriram-Hari Chand, three very 
nromising youngsters—Kuldip Singh (Discus), Sunil 
Shetty (Javelin), and Anima Brahma (400 metres)- 
who had braved the summer to make the Indian team 
to Tokyo, received the 'chopoer* on the eve of their 
departure for the meet, not from the AAFI. not even 
from the Ministry, but on the advice of an expert of 
the AICS. And mind you, not a voice was raised in 
this context. 

RANJIT BHATJA, 
New Delhi. 


The team 

'TmiS IS TO COMMENT 
1 abopt Mr Venkatragha- 
van’s statement in the Press 
regarding our prasperts in 
England. He seems prety 
confident that India will do 
well in England (that in¬ 
cludes the Prudential Cup). 
He is forgetting that India 
has never done well in Eng¬ 
land. Can he be sure that 
his team can face the pace 
,of Willis and Old? There are 
few exceptions like Gavaskar, 
Vishwanath and Vengsarkar 
who can face pace towlers. 
I am very confident that 
Kapil Ocv is a sheer fluke 
and he will do horribly in 
the U.K. You think he'll 
make some forty odd runs 
against Willis, Botham and 
Old and in the most forbidd¬ 
ing conditions of England. 

Surinder Khanna may do 


well but if he doesn’t fare 
well over there, he can be 
excused since it will be his 
first Test series and that 
also against England which, 
I personally feel, is the 
strongesit team in the world 
at the moment. But they 
should have taken Kirmani 
for this series as Kirmani 
is more experienced and 


We regrat that due lo the 
extroorcBnary power skm- 
tion in West Bengal, we 
have been publishing our 
issues late. In order to 
ensure regular supply of 
Sportsworld, we have been 
forced to drop two issues, 
dated May 30, 1979, and 
June 6, 1979. We are 
sure our readers unll bear 
wkh vs with the same 
generosity they have 
shovm in the past — Edi¬ 
tor. 


could have played well in 
England but then this is the 
game of cricket and such 
things happen in cricket. 

Take the case of Bedi. I 
don’t think Bedi will play in 
any match in England. They 
have kept him just for the 
heck of showing to the 
people that they still con¬ 
sider him great. Well, he is 
great no doubt but this res¬ 
pect is all a big hoax. They 
expect to do good in the 
Prudential Cup without Chan¬ 
dra. Have they gone out 
of their minds? Chandra is 
one bowler who can prove 
just too deadly on England 
soil. 


These officials in the Board 
are ruining Indian cricket by 
bringing politics into the 
game. There is so much of 
politics in the game that all 
sense of coordination bet¬ 
ween the players and officials 


is finished. One can onl 
hope that Indian cricket wil 
.survive so that our grand 
children can see some of it. 
MISS RAMAN KHURANAl 
New Delh 


I AM THANKFUL TC 
the selectors for including 
Bedi in the Indian team foi 
the ensuing England tour 
Now Bedi will get the rare 
opportunity to show his 
mettle again in all its bril¬ 
liance and breaking the ^1 
time record of Lance Gibbs 
1 can understand *h( 
selectors’ motive for inchid 
ing Chandrasekhar but fai 
to follow their wits in exi h' 
ding him from the team 
the Prudential Cup. 

KALYANI MITPA 
Calcutta 

(No further correspondentt 
will be published on 
issue — Editor) 





THE DEVIL'S PUYGROUND 

UJLE.! With strife-lorn Iran an example oJ the perils 
of rapid modernization, Saudi Arabia has banned "foosball". 
This addictive table-sport in which figurines suspended from 
movable rods bat a ball back and forth across a table, was 
(arraigned by the Committee for Religious Studies on three 
counts of moral depravity; It constitutes a form of 
gambling; It causes players to neglect religious duties; 
and the owning of statues — the mini-figures of soccer 
players — is Idolatry, a cardinal sin in Islam. 

PEARL AMONG OYSTER-EATERS 

Australia: Airport security officer, Ron Hansen (45) 
set a new record lor oyster eating at the Merimbula Oyster 
Festival on the south coast of New South Wales. He ate 
475 In 5 minutes. The Guinness Book of World Records 
lists the old record at 218 in 5 minutes. 

ALL FOR LOVE? 

What's in a name ? Much love, fn "Sports Action 
Today," Wendy Turnbull of Australia is reported to have 
defeated Linda Lovelace 6-Love, 6-Love, &-Lovel 

THE “NET” RESULT 

Florida: Laughter will be the net result when you 
order a gift plaque which reads; "Marriage Is like a Tennis 
Racket. After the swinging times are over, the strings are 
still attached"! 


B. TELLIS 




At4D SOM.- FOR. TRB MOST 

iMPORTAstr lbsson in eoLF,.. how ro 

CHBAT WHEN YOU MARK. yoUR BALL...''' 



'rem'YA, pRea my team woulda 

m>B THE FINAL FOUR TOO IF IHB NCAA 
HADN'T RAILROADED MB ON TRUMfW- 
UP CHAR&BS ABOUT CASH PAyOFFt,/'^ 


^FOOTBALL, BASEBALL AND BASKETBALL 
ARE F/N^, warden. Bt/r WHAT WE'D 

nSALLY like is a r/sroL team.''''' 























Your favourite Bournvita now has the 
seal of approval as the Olympic Food Drink 
of India from the Orqanising Committee of 
the 1980 Moscow Olympics Bournvita has 
also achieved Official Suppliers' sta as to 
the 1980 Indian Olympic Contingent 
Why Bournvita? 

Because Bournvita contains all the nourish¬ 
ing goodness o^ cocoa malt milk and sugar 
Two teaspoonfuls m a hot cup of milk 
make a deliciously wholesome food drink 
Give your children Bournvita every day 
twice a day It helps provide the nourish 
ment they need for a healthy active life 
And you need it too to keep up with them i 
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The first 
casualty 

HRST CASUALTY RE- 
A port in the Indian team to 
England was ticked against the 
name of Kapil Dev. The Haryana 
all-rounder suffered an injury on 
his left knee in the initial stages 
of the Bangalore training camp. 
As a result Kapil thereafter took 
very little part in the strenuous 
training programme at the camp. 

The 20'year-old Kapil is going 
to be a very vital part of our 
attack in the Prudential Cup. As 
an all-rounder Kapil has played 
,nine te.sts tor the country doing 
well with both the bat and the 
ball. 

One shudders to imagine the fate 
of the Indian team without the 
services of Kapil. As it is cricket¬ 
ing circles are amazed at the wis¬ 
dom of the selectors to .send just 
three recognised scamers. After 
all they, argue what happens if 
one of them is injured. Our dwin¬ 
dling bowling resources will be 
further depleted. And it’s only 
just begun. 


Impotence 
in M.P.? 

I s THE MADHYA PRADESH 
Sports Council an impotent 
body? It’s almost a year that the 
M. P. Sports Council was formed 
with a Cabinet Minister as its 
President and a Deputy Minister 
as the Vicc-Pre.sideal. A second 
Vice-President has to be a non- 
offlcial and till today no second 
Vice-President has been nomina¬ 
ted. Both tlie.se Ministers went to 
Bangkok declaring that their trio 
would be beneficial to the im¬ 
provement of sports in M.P. but 
after their return the sports bud-, 
get of the state has been reduced. 
Apart from declaring the Vikram 
awards the M. P. Sports Council 
has held a couple of meetings 
giving travelling allowance and 
dearness allowance to its mem¬ 
bers. but has done nothing note¬ 
worthy. In their first meeting they 
made a sub-committee to submit 
a report on the proposals of a 
sports policy for M. P. within 
three months. It i.s now more than 
six months and no proposal has 
been submitted. One .pauses to 
wonder whether the M. P. Sports 
Council was formulated to facili¬ 
tate the Ministers’ trip to Bang¬ 
kok. 


View from 
Kenya goal 

W HEN THE KENYAN HOCKEY 
team played an exhibition 
match in Bombay, on its return 
trum the Perth international tour¬ 
nament, the one man who im¬ 
pressed spectators and drew re¬ 
peated applause was George 
Moses Mwanga, their gual-keepcr, 
George 20, said : “It’s been a 
rather long and strenuous tour 
for us. After we finished our as¬ 
signments down under wo went 
to New Zealand and Singapore be¬ 
fore coming here. I wish we had 
played this match in Bombay be¬ 
fore we went to Perth. Especial¬ 
ly, considering the fact that if we 
had played as well it would have 
boosted our confidence". 

In goal. Moses was efficient. He 
covered every angle. His anticipa¬ 
tion must have frustrated Surjit 
Singh in particular during the 
exhibition match. Moses reveal¬ 
ed ; “A goal-keeper must have his 
eyes fixed on the ball. Pigurative- 
ly speciking, any other player in 
the team would be railed to keep 


his eyes on the bait for 70% of 
the playing time while the corres¬ 
ponding figure for the goal-keeper 
is 90%. When the ball comes 
near the goal you have to quickly 
look where your own team-mates 
are. You have got to keep your 
eyes on the player from the other 
team who has got the ball and 
whom he is likely to pa.ss it to. 
Also, you hr^ve to take in which 
of the opponent’s pla,vers are not 
marked by your defence." 

Talking of the Esanda Inter¬ 
national, where Kenya finished 
eighth George said; “Pakistan, 
by far, was the best side. They 
rombini-d very well and played 
like a team. Their forward line 
played like brothers — something 
for me, something for you, man. 
What understanding !’’ 

What about India ? Moses hesi¬ 
tated for a moment and replied ; 
“Honestly, let me tell you Ashok 
Kumar kept too much of the ball 
for himself. He was very selfish. 
Alter one had heard so much of 
his ralibA; in the international 
arena, one expeited a lot from 
him. But he disappointed all of 
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Sportsworld Special 


THOMAS CUP 

We could have 
done better 

DIPU GHOSH 

L ack of practice in a high-ceilinged big 

hall and on Hova floor, along with bad luck, mis¬ 
judgement and negative points given by our players were 
responsible for India’s i-7 defeat at the hands of Den¬ 
mark in the Thomas Cup badminton semi-finals at the 
Senayan Sports Complex m Jakarta last week. Prakash’s 
unfitness owing to heel injury was one of the vital factor 
for India’s low morale and subsequent defeat. 

Everything went against us, even before we left 
India. After our inspiring win over Malaysia in the Asian 
Zone final, I thought we had about 60 per cent chance of 
downing Denmark. 1 knew Denmark was a tough side 
to beat. But at the same time. I was certain that in the 
tremendous May heat of Jakarta, the Danes will find it 
impossible to play their natural game. Our leading 
Indian players, on the other band, would move over to 
Europe from Kuala Lumpur and keep them.selves 
in trim through the circuit. The much-needed match- 
practice in Europe would have served them in good 
stead. 


Instead, 1 was faced with an injured Prakash, my 
key player, and an out-of-forin Modi, my second best 
player, who couldn’t make the trip to Europe because he 
had a Board examination. 

Prakash was our main hope and he being a doubtful 
starter with his heel injury, a victory for India seemed 
next to impo.ssible. But at the same time, 1 was amfident 
that it wouldn’t be as easy for the Danes as it finally 
turned out to be (at least score-wise). 

When the draw foi the Denmark-India tie took place, 
we were surprised to .see All-England runner-up Flemming 
Delt.s being ranked behind Morten_ Frost-Hansen and 
Svend Pri, to enable him to play in the third singles 
again.st our Partho Ganguli. According to Thomas Cup 
rules, the two best players of a country are to play against 
the two t.'St of the other. So we strongly objected to 
De'f.s' nomination as third singles player, claiming that 
Delfs, who is currently ranked No. 2 in Denmark and 
had won the world title in Sweden in 1977, should have 
a higher ranking than veteran Pri, a former AllEngland 
champion. 

Denmark’s coach and manager dc-fended their move 
by saying that Delfs had not been in a good form recently 
which forced them to consider Frost ancl Pri as their No. 1 
and No. 2 player, rt'spectively. The honorary referee. 
Mr Scheele, openly supported Delfs' nomination on the 
plea of hot climate in Jakarta which is not contemplated 
In the rules. Drinking of water during the run of play 
has also been otticially provided in the Thomas Cup 
which helped the Danes a lot. Use of poor quality RSL 
shuttles in preference to good quality Indonesian shuttles 
also gave an advantage to Denmark. 

M ay 26 WAS AN INAUSPICIOUS DAY FOR INDIA. 

In the opening singles, 17-year-oId Syed Modi, 
youngest player of the tournament, lost rather tamely to 
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a player who is almost double his age. I have always 
rate Svend Pri as a dangerous player. Though he made 
some erratic srtiashes in the early part of the first game, 
he settled to clinch the issue in straight sets, 15-11, 15-6. 
The only noteworthy feature of the match from the Indian 
player’s point of view was that after trailing 5-13 in the 
first game, he came back fighting to narrow the margin 
at 10-13. 

The outcome of the next singles brought joy to the 
Indian camp. With heel trouble and inadequtc practice, 
Prakash was not in his best form. Frost, on the other 
band, is an up-and-coming youngster and currently rates 
No. 1 in Denmark. In the first gatne. Frost took a com¬ 
manding 8-2 lead and ju.st when we started worrying about 
the fate ot the encounter, Prakash started his great 
recovery. Without conceding a single point, be first 
narrow^ the gap at 6-8, then levelled at 8-all and for 
the first time took a lead at 9-8, Frost managed only 
two more points before the experienced Indian, forcing 
his opponent into errors with long rallies, won the game 
at 15-10. 

The second game was a point-for-point battle between 
two great players of the game. The score was tied at 
10 before Frost shot ahead at 13-10. Prakash once again 
showed his tremendous fighting ability to draw level to 
force deuce at 13. After that, he never allowed the 
match to slip out of his bands and finally, with a midcourt 
smash, took the game and match at 18-15. 

The two singles were followed with two doubles 
matches on the same day (May 26) which were of immense 
value from at least the Indian point of view. Wc lust 
both. While Partho Ganguli and Praduiip Gandhc went 
down 14-17, 5-15 to Morten Frost and Steen Fladborg, the 
top Danish pair of Delfs and Skovgaard defeated Prakash 
and Uday Pawar, 17-14.12-15, 15-6. I personally feel both 
the doubles were thrown away by u$ from a winning 
position. At least Prakash and Uday let a sure win slip 
through. After leading 14-10 in the first game they bad 
no excuse to lose it at 17-14. 

The talc of the encounter was almost settled in favour 
of Denmark after the first night’s proceedings. TTic 
Danish coach, Mr Tom Bacher, was probably the happiest 
man. At best, he was expecting a 2-aI! draw, not a 3-1 
lead for his country. 

Denmark’s unexpected but commanding lead on the 
opening night put undue pressure on India. And on the 
second night, nervous Prakash lost to Pri in straight sets, 
14-17, 5-15, even after leading 14-7 in the first game. It 
will be great in)u.stice if 1 don’t mention the name of 
Svend Pri, who, incidentally, was making his last Thomas 
Cup appearance, for laying the foundation of a comfor¬ 
table Danish victory. 

Denmark, at that stage, with a 4-1 lead, needed only 
one more win to reach the final. Flemming Delfs did it 
In the next singles, but not before Partho Ganguli ex¬ 
tended him fully, at 15-10, 10.15, 15.5. 

’The rest of the matches were only of academic in¬ 
terest. Frost won 15-6, 15-7 against Modi. ’The reverse 
doubles were evenly contested and could have gone either 
way. India won through Partho and Pradip, >wbo beat 
Delfs and Skovgaard 15-12, 8-15 and 15-10. In the last 
doubles, Sanjay Sharma came in place of Prakash, and 
he and Uday lost the match to Frost and Fladborg, 11-15, 


WTiatever may be the outcome of this year’s Thomas 
Cup challenge round matches, the presence of world class 
players from Indonesia, Denmark, Japan and Canada and 
their unique display of power and speed-oriented modern 
badminton In Jakarta has served to teach one big lesson 
ro the Indian players. Mere soft rallies and a defensive 
game cannot take India far. Indian players must develop 
more will-power and determination and must assiduously 
cultivate the “killer” instinct. India has now enough 
material to prepare for the competitions ahead. 
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ODDSAGAINST 
VENKAT 
AND PARTY 
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A t the oval in 1971 Chandrasekhar, took 

six wickets to bowl out England for ICl and Indian 
batsmen completed the formality of scoring 174 runs to 
clinch the match and the series. In 47 years and nine 
tours involving 28 matches there have been some notable 
individual performances, but only one victory. No vvonder 
that a tour to England is considered the most difficult 
proposition that an Indian team undertakes. Not only 
because of the pressure of playing top class competitive 
cricket continuously foy weeks, and when not playing, 
travelling half the night to reach the next venue in time 
for the next game, but more so because conditions can 
and do vary a great deal, sometimes day by day. So it 
is said that a player’s technique will always be subject 
to question and qualification until he has proved himself 
with a successful season in England. 

This year Venkatraghavan leads India in another 
formidable venture, this time two-pronged. First the 
Prudential Trophy, an appropriate finale to all the limited* 
over cricket play^ in the world. A type of cricket 
which was first sponsored in the 60s by a blade-making 
company, to revive interest in the game and bring some 
financial stability to the many English clubs whose balance 
sheets were looking unhealtnier every season. 

In its inaugural year the Gillette Cup was won by 


Sussex. The captain was Dexter, a near wizard with the 
bat, but whose powers of concentration, when captaining, 
were subject to the capriciousness of his mood. This 
type of cricket suit Dexter more than the drudgery of 
county cricket. The concept was new but it appealed, 
and so Dexter set his sights on victory. He planned like 
he had never planned before, endless team meetings were 
held, the opposition studied, and strategy formulated. 
Sussex kept winning, until other sides realised that limit¬ 
ed-over cricket, was more than just an extension of the 
game, it was a totally new and exciting concept. 

Indian cricket is in much the same position as those 
countries which initially failed to recognise that success 
depended on a special approach. Slogging and hit and 
run tactics did not pay dividends. It was necessary to 
abide by certain principles, most important of which were 
to easurc that all 60 overs were played, and enough 
wickets were kept intact to launch a blitzering towards 
the end oi the innings. Many thousands who saw the 
Wills Trophy final, will remember that Bombay lost 
because it failed to observe these basics. And apart from 
accurate bowling, and acrobatic fielding, it is intelligent 
running between the wickets, which is guaranteed to put 
most fielding sides in disarray. Of all international 
side India is the weakest in this field. Neither the coach* 
ing in early years, nor the often low key cricket played 
in tournaments where the emphasis is on batting long 
hours, hoping for a first innings lead, highlights the im- 

f iortance of quick singles. And so it will remain, till 
imited-over cricket catches on, and till then it will be 
a big surprise if India even threatens to win this Pruden¬ 
tial Cup. 

In her half, she has the West Indies, with an awesome 
array of talent, and New Zealand who beat her the last 
time. If India manages to overcome New Zealand and 
reach the semi-finals, she will most likely find herself in 
the company of We.st Indies, Pakistan and England. 
Currently experts in England place the West Indies as 
clear favourites, followed a long way back by England 
and Pakistan, while the odds on India, will attract only 
those who like to make an year’s income on one bet. 

Y et THE PRUDENTIAL TROPHY, IF ONLY BECAUSE 
there is little chance of success, is of less consequence 
than the Test series, and again India is in for a struggle. 
England is by no means as strong as some of her past 








A bowling action study of Bhagawat Chandrasekhar, the man whd led India to her lone victory in England. 


teams, but after her convincing win against Australia she 
is full of confidence, some of it even well placed. 
Whether similar results would have been achieved, if the 
opposition had included the Australian JPackerites or how 
long this confidence would last against the West Indian 
pac^ attack is for the moment immaterial What is 
material is that bowlers like Willis, Botham, Old and 
Hendrick are quite capable of flustering Indian batsmen, 
and. players like Randall, Boycott and Gower, of scoring 
plenty against Indian bowlers. England’s pace is 
Buffiqpntly effective, and it is backed by fielding which 
is more than competent. 

Fqrther, as her leader, she has someone who captains 
with the same imagination and thought, which brought 
him the first place at Cambride. Brearly has earned the 
respect of professionals, who often rightly, have regarded 
with studira cynism, captains who have been the product 
of the blue universities. Brearly is a tactician, be knows 
this Indian team well, and will no doubt have analysed 
it, to the last detail, well before the first Test. England 
as she did when Greig was here, will play to a plan ex¬ 
ecuted with all the professional skill at her command. 

• And what has India to offer? At first sight, shortcom¬ 
ings which are now becoming traditional Still plague her. 
Support for Gavaskar is inadequate, and the middle-order 
inconsistent. Add to this the declining force of her spinn¬ 
ers, and a seam attack, which will be tested by English¬ 
men who face this type of bowling as often as they nave 
bacon and eggs for breakfast, and the prospects seem 
dim, hut no dimmer than in 1971, when a combination of 


wits, luck and Chandrasekhar gave India her unique win. 
Though it is now eight years later, and Chandrashekar 
not as sprightly he can still produce a spell to upset 
the best. There is also the experience of Venkatraghavan 
and Bedi, both of whom have done extensive stints in 
county cricket, and of course Gavasker and Viswanatb 
would adorn well most International sides. 

The others, with a few exceptions have all passed the 
age of promise, to reach the stage Where performance 
alone counts, and they must support India's two main 
batsmen, if India is to return with any credit. 

There is also the advantage of playing in the latter 

t art of the season, which tends to be warmer, and if 
ngland goes through a few dry weeks before July, India 
may find wickets which will offer little help to English 
pace, and which may even break enough, for Indian 
spinners to take some advantage. 

Eventually it will all depend, as it has for many 
years on whether India can score enough runs, for her 
bowlers to bring and maintain pressure on English bats¬ 
men, and to do this she will need to score over 400 runs, 
preferably in the first innings. 

The next few weeks is going to be a trying time for 
Venkatraghavan. He faces strong oddst and only the 
very charitable will give his team an outside chance. But 
this game is well known for its uncertainties, and all 
of us will be happy if the gloomy predictions in these 
pages are proved wrong. 
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PRUDENTIAL CUP 

Windies 

should 

win 

RICHIE BENAUD 

I NDIA WITH ITS SENSIBLE 
blend of experience and youlh 
bas a great chance of forcing a place 
in the semi-finals of the Prudential 
World Cup. Much will depened on 
the captaincy of Venkat and possibly 
even more on the batting form of 
Sunil Gavaskar, foinicrly captain and 
now relegated to the back benches. 
With Ghavri able to do a dual job a.s 
a medium pacer and slow left-armer. 
and Bedi in the sidt' as well as Ven- 
kat, the Indian team will be able to 
take full advantage of must condi¬ 
tions. 

Unfortunately, the weather three 
weeks beiorc the .start of the opening 
game at Leeds between England and 
Australia was anything but the type 
hoped fur in cricket. Chill wet days 
and the occa-sional hail storm provi¬ 
ded conditions which would have, 
been sneered at by footballers on 


occasions. India and Australia are 
the outsiders in the betting, apart 
from the associated teams in the two 
main groups. 

Logically, the West Indies are 
favourites with their extremely gtrong 
batting line-up, their brilliant fielding 
and a bowling attack which is quite 
outstanding, even though Wayne 
Daniel has not been induded. His 
replacement, Malcolm Marshall, is 
nowhere near the pace of Daniel but 
he has looked fairly impressive on 
the occasions 1 have seen him on tele¬ 
vision so far this summer. The West 
Indie.; batting ii still very strong des¬ 
pite the absence of Rowe and Frede¬ 
ricks and the inclusion of Bacchus 
and Gomes as a just reward for some 
fine performances in India last sum¬ 
mer. Clive Lloyd will lead them 
well and a glance down the ages of 
the team indicates that their vast 
experience is likely to stand them in 
good stead. As is their all-round 
balance. 

The other team In India's section. 
New Zealand, will not be easy to beat 
for they have brought with them a 
tough tight bowling lineup with 
variety. Richard Hadlee will be the 
spearhead but Cairns Chatfield, Mc- 
Kcchnie Stott and troup provide 
variety in pace and bowling arm. 
The Now Zealanders problem could 
lie in their batting and it is possible 
that India will surprise everyone in¬ 
cluding the New Zealanders by con¬ 
taining them with spin rather than 
pace when the two teams meet. 





Bongos and beer—tuio West Indians 
go tiazy mth delight at Lloyd’s mag 
nificenl century at Lord's where he 
won the Man of the Match award in 
the I.*>75 Prudential World Cup final 

It is worth bearing in mind that 
over the years New Zealand batsmen 
have never been able to break the 
shackles put on them by .spinners of 
any country—their footwork doesn’t 
allow it, 'There are three Ictt-fian- 
ders in the New Zealand side all of 
whom seem certain to play, so 
India's spinners will need to have 
their tactic.s worked out well before 
that game comes along. John Wright, 
a splendid opening batsman, techni¬ 
cally correct against pate, is the one 
batsman at the top ot the order who 
might be inclined to go after the 
spinners. Bruce Edgar is a much 
quieter player and Richard Hadlee 
towards the end of the order is a 
bard-hitter happier against slow bawl¬ 
ing than when the ball is flying. 

Al the time of writing, the preli¬ 
minary rounds of the minor competi¬ 
tion are being played and Denmark, 
Canada, the United States and East 
Africa are doing well enough to 
justify their supporters' hopes. Sri 
Lanka have made things difficult for 
themselves by forfeiting points 
against Israel and that could the 
thing that sees them unable to find 
their way into the semi-finals. 

I N THE SECOND GROUP, ENG- 
' land and Pakistan should go 
through to the semi's though in limi¬ 
ted over cricket it is impossible to 
be dogmatic about anything. The 
game changes so quickly that it is 
generally a tactical appreciation that 
makes more difference than an isola¬ 
ted performance. PakljAan have 


Dcryck Murray is mobbed by the W est Indian supporters after leadinff 
West Indies to a great victory over Pakistan in the Prudential World 
Cup semi-final match at the Edgbaston in 1975 



so^ very good players and their 
flelding will be magnificent with 
Javcd Miandad and Asif Iqbal who 
has' taken over from Mushtaq the 
leaders in this departmnet. There 
is only the one orthodox spinner 
Iqbal Qasim in the side but there are 
two leg-spinners Javed and Wasim. 


Leg spin is unlikely to make any 
sort of impact in this coTnpetition 
being played in English conditions. 
It is worth noting that until Robin 
Hobbs made his comeback with Gla¬ 
morgan this summer no leg-spinner 
could gain a place in English County 
Cricket. Pakistan will bat right down 
the line with only Sikander, if he 
makes the team, a rabbit with the 
bat. With Sadiq, Haroon, Zaheer, 
Majid, Arif, Wasim Raja and Mudas- 
sar, ail in good form, it is an impres¬ 
sive line-up. It could on paper be 
too strong for the Australians who 
have sent much the same side as 
went down in a heap against England 
last summer in Australia. 


But it is ridiculous for the book¬ 
makers to suggest any Australian 
side is in a competition which can 
be turned by a flash of good luck or 
bad luck. It was the Australians 
batting that failed them in that 
series against England and their 
problem will be that only Cosier, 
Hughes and Border have experience 
of England conditions though Border 
played only for Gloucestershire 
seconds. He had a great .veason in 
Australia, however, and is such a 
determined young player that he 
could be anything by the time he 
turns 25 and gains a little more ex¬ 
perience. England playing on their 
own grounds in their own conditions 
must be very difficult to beat. 

A lready brearley has been 

named captain and they will put 
in the field a versatile side with the 
emphasis very much on accurate pro¬ 
bing bowling. Like the Australian.s 
their batting could be a problem but 
then Pakistan and Australia have the 
bowlers to capitalise on this. I think 
not and I could be surprised if the 
West Indies, India, England and 
Pakistan do not fight at the semi¬ 
finals. It seems likely if one is per¬ 
mitted a forecast that India will com¬ 
pote' against England in that semj- 
final match and that could be a faci- 
nating contest and I have a feeling 
that there may be a surprise or two 
in store for the teams more fancied 
by the punters among the cricketing 
public. 


The 1975 final was a blinder and 
I see. no reason why with the direc¬ 
tory of the competition this year’s 
should not be equally as good. A 
succe.ssful World Cup even if that did 
include winning the final would be of 

f reat benefit to India in their four- 
est series -against England and it is 
at that point we will have a clearer 

f uide on just how strong is this 
naland team. 



Super Pakistan — the sign and national flag were symbolic of Pakistanis 
boisterously supporting their side in the inaugural World Cup matches 




SYMONDS Proudly Present 
India's No.l Lightweight 
Badminton Racket Challenging 
The Best in The world! 

SYMONDS CHALLENGE TOP LIGHT S2000 

The only badminton racket in India with — 


Reinforced vulcanised 
Japanese fibre for extra 
strength—will last 
minimum 3 tension 
guttings. 


Machinr; countei sunk 
holes 


A product of the latest international 
research and technology. SYMONDS 
CHALLENGE TOP LIGHT S2000 is 
the only badminton racket in India 
which is machine made from the best 
available imported raw materlajs 

Made from top quality light timber 
tfie frame is guaranteed to weigh less 
than 125 gms , with none of the 
elbow problems that frequently occur 
with ordinary metal frames. 

Check for yourself feature by feature 
what makes it the No. 1 Badminton 
racket. 

Available at all leading sports-goods 
dealers. 

CAUTION ; Beware of imitations 
Please buy only from authorised 
dealers and look for the Rhino 
emblem—your guarantee of top 
quality sports goods. 



tach ply bonded together 
vyith the right percentage 
of imported hardener 


100% imported light timber 
dried at 12^% moistuie 
content 


Slim-line aerodynamic 
throat reduced for weight 
control. 


Tapered and true- 
tempered stainless steel 
shaft. 

J 



SPORTS GOODS 

AMONG THE WORLD S BEST 

Marketed by: 

A. H. Wheeler & Co. Pvt. Ltd.. 

15, Elgin Rd , Allahabad-211 001. 

Phones 2245/3762 Cable;'SYMONDS’ 

Amol Rose Advg. 7977 


To make 

cricket 

live.... 


TONY LEWIS 



Inside, the bent blades of ancient 
fans clattered slowly on the ceiling 
even faihng to cause enough draught 
to disturb the dust on Sii Winston’s 
photograph frame But home is 
home and if you look undei every 
other stone in the woild there is an 
ex patriot with a handlebar mous 
tache greeting you as he did us 
"Hello chaps Gin and tonics all 
round what what ’ ‘ 

In the corner of the club was 
heaped the kit—faded yellow pads 
one pair with the old style flappy 
bolsters foi wirketkeeping Thtvii 
old Matkays" we wcie told rh»> 
batting gloves weie all odds th« best 
pairing being a left handed Denis 
Compton cotton glove with gieeii 
spikes and Len Hutton blown sau 
sage elastic wrap around for the 
right 

The game was placed on a Polo 
field, though unfoitunately no one 
had replaced the divots on the pitrh 
Every run scored by the Venado 
Tueitons was acclaimed by a loai 
and eyery man of a thousand or so 
who were theie, took a swig from 
liquoi bottle 


r l 1979 WORLD CUP COMPL 
lition began on May 22*for the 
14 asso'iatc member countries 
Nevei before has there been such a 
(ongiegation ot representative cn 
cket teams and for most of them 
the nine involvement in the compe 
tition here in England is their fond 
est dspiiation fulfilkd 

So ollen the small cricketing na 
tions have been the hosts, reioicing 
that a touting side especially one 
sent by MCC, has arrived to stimu¬ 
late the local following for cricket 
often in difficult times^perhaps 
among the few tin mineis and plan 
ters of Ipoh or Penang, mid the 
weltei ot traffic and commerce which 
swarms obliviously around the open- 
turf pitch in Singapore, sustenance 
for a talented Bangladesh people, 
starved ot their traditional spurting 
contacts and who knows, MCC 
colours mav soon return to that 
most impressive Entebbe ground in 
Uganda 


There wtrt some very enthusiastic 
young Aigentine cricketers Old 
Mackay was not turning out these 
days but the MCC captain War 
wickshire’s Alan Smith and I were 
billeted with him out on his estoncta 

Mackay had not been home to 
Britain for 30 years, he was now in 
his fifties but he had transported his 
lovely antique tuinituie and his 
love of cricket He would teach any¬ 
one the game who wanted to learn 
•—and even some who did not— and 
allow them into his own sanctuary ot 
a dining room to read Wisden Car 
dus The Cricketer and all the great 
cricket books 

S UDDENLY, AFTER DINNER, HE 
banged a fist down on the table 
and turned on Alan Smith "Now tell 
me, for God’s sake, Smith 1 must get 
it of! my chest Why the hell do you 
stand back to Cartwright A fair 
obseiyation from the soutlicin he mi 
sphere * 


It was on a sizzling January day 
in 1965 that I found myself aboaid 
one ot four powerful station wagons, 
charging a few hundred miles over 
a dusty highway inland from Buenos 
Aires towards the Andes Typically 
mad dog MCC, we wore navy tour 
blazers as heavy as Army great 
coats, having been warned that the 
tiniest exposure of British flesh could 
lead to arbitrary an est 

The convoy eventually wheeled in 
to the High Noon main street of 
Venado Tuerto. where horses were 
tethered to wooden rails, gaucho 
boots kicked up the dust or sent the 
saloon bar doors swinging We look 
ed ridiculously foreign and emi 
nently Bntisn, but there, glory be 
not far along from the general 
•tores was ... the British Club 


There aie Mackavs all o\er th 
world who have fought hard for the 
game which Britain has left in some 
unexpected corners and some have 
still to enjoy the leward ot partici 
pation in a World Cup competition 

For Mackay in the Aigentine out 
back read Chiis Syei in Egypt Feb 
ruary 1977 “Deai Tony The major 
disappointment about coming to 
Egypt was to discovei that cricket 
had not been played seriously here 
for 20 year. There was one knock 
about game five years ago So I 
sent out circulars and had responses 
from five different Embassies and 
from bankers engineers pioltssors 
as well as from businessmen such as 
inj self 

“With 50 playirs m the hat 1 then 


Radio commentary 

A reader informs that the BBC will 
be giving running commentaiies of 
the Prudential World Cup matches 


which can be heard on the 
wavelengths in Asia 

following 

’nme 

(GMT) 

Preqneitcjr 

(MHz) 

(Metres) 

0945 1700 

25 65 

1170 

0945 1545 

21 58 

13 90 

1545 1645 

21 53 

13 93 

0945 1230 

17 77 r 

1688 

12451945 

9 74 F 

30 80 

17001945 

712 F 

4213 

1700 19 5 

6065 r 

4946 


The frequencies with *L and F 
markings will preside better tccep 
tion One should add S'j houis to 
get 1ST 


lookid foi kit Investigations at the 
Biitish I mbassy itvialtd the pie 
scnce of a complete set ot gtai al 
most unused tutked away in the in 
lyitahle duty stoieioom 

I was delighted to hnd that lares 
Saiohm who 2b yeais ago was the 
president of the 1 gyptian ( neket 
Associdtum and had hiiiiseli led a 
team al lends against Mf C still 
bubbli d with e nthusiasm He eve ii 
found a giuup of ( ipe eulouud South 
Africans m 1 gypt who weic longing 
to plnv a match against us 

‘The Maadi flub ofleied us their 
soccer giuiiiid Febniaiy 6 was the 
chosen day tor the match A con 
struction engineer oiganised woik 
on the pitch and the curate Ironi 
the Cathedral now our team wicket 
keepti agreed to provide the iiuin 
heis for the seoieboanl once we tad 
learned that the (athedial has two 
sets 

‘Bearing in mind the fiet tint the 
total rainfall in Cano is o e inch 
pei year we did not lake ou’ pla- 
vious insurance' But on Febiueiy b 
the first cricket match in I gypt for 
five years coincided with the lust 
day’s heavy rain in lectnt memory 
“ThCv show went on 1 he inaugural 
ball was bowled in dn/rlt under 
dark skies but we started and that 
was the important thing V^c aie en 
eouraged Already we have a sponsor 
and hopefully we shall put five teams 
into a league if we can hiid 
grounds and the n pe rsuadc si houis 
to take up ciieket 

fhet IS what Tuesday May 22 
and the following loimight is ait 
about loi Argentiin last Afru i 
Bermuda, Papua Ne w Guim i Smga 
joie Bangladesh Canada Dtnmaik 
Ii|i Mtlaysia Holland Israel Sii 
lank I and the United St iti s aiii 
hopetutly in years to eeiin 1 >i those 
like I gypt who at this v<iv mo 
nieni are straining to make enckit 
live in tar off pieces 
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Profile 


David 
Gower: 
Time and 
timing 

SCLYD B€RRY 

16 JUNE 1973. Hutton, Hammond, 

May, Dexter and Boycott . the 

foltowers of cricket thirst for that 
rare batsman who seems to have so 
much more time to play a ball and 
two or three ideas about what to do 
to each ball. Here is another to join 
the greats. 

D avid gower, hailed as the 

wonder of the age, as likely to 
be England's best lefthander since the 
war and as the finest.timer of a 
cricket ball that some have seen, does 
not (tuite have the sporting ability 
of his father. 

Richard Gower, the father, won all 
the honours and prizes going at 
King’s School, Canterbury. He was 
in the 1st XIs for cricket and hockey 
for four years, in the 1st XV for 
three years. He was ti prolific right- 
handed batsman. He was also cap¬ 
tain of the school and won a scholar¬ 
ship to C.inibndge in the mid l950s. 

His son is more easy-going. David 
Gower went in his father’s foot.step.s 
to King’s, in the precincts of the 
Cathedral, and wore the uniform 
stiff collar. He went there as a scho¬ 
lar but did not leave as one. Differ¬ 
ent in terntwrament and generation, 
he was less attracted by the glitter 
of prize.s. He was dropped from the 
1st XV for lack of elTort, failed Ox¬ 
bridge -examinations (he preferred 
crosswords) and was yiot even .suffi¬ 
ciently righteou.s to be a school moni¬ 
tor ! Quite a dead-end kid — were 
ho not a genius at batting. 

One glance is enough to appre¬ 
ciate that. He has the essentials in 
full quantity — tine and liming. He 
has flare, wit, audacity too. Since 
Randall’s 174 in the Centenary Te.st 
English batting has not provided a 
more joyous sight than that of Cower, 
at Kdgbaston hooking his first ball to 
the boundary. I'rom his initiation he 
surfaced buoyantly and grinned, pink 
with plea.sure, at this promise of 
good *hings to '-ome. 

Promise he has always had. He 
was prodigious enough to make the 
first century recorded for his prep 
school in Kent. He first played in 
the Kinc’s l.st XT at the ave of 14. 


1 Even then he was rarely bowled or 
LBW — he had to get himself out, 
caught hooking or driving. Next 
year his housemaster asked him 
what he thought he would be in ten 
years’ time. "Captain of England," 
was the half-joking reply. 

Gower himself does not remember 
the occurrence. Nor. going further 
back, does he recall the degree of 
WeLshness in his ancestry : he rec- 
kon.s it about one-qmrter, or one- 
eighth, from his father's side. How¬ 
ever he does remember Tanganyika 
where his father was a colonial offi¬ 
cial (before moving home to Leices¬ 
tershire), and the family house on 
stilts near Dar-es-Salaam; and his 
first attempt at batting in the garden 
of it. Although na orally righthan¬ 
ded, when he picked up a bat for the 
first time he stood as a lefthander 



David Gower — England's best post¬ 
war left-handed batsman 


stands. His father turned him round, 
but nature and his mother prevailed. 

All this promise, so prodigious and 
so apparent, has never been transla¬ 
ted into runs until the last month or 
two. At school he lacked the pater¬ 
nal application and never scored 
heavily; even in his last year he was 
not selected to represent Southern 
Schools. His potential, not his ave¬ 
rage, has spoken for him. So it came 
about that when he made 58 on his 
Test debut it was the eighth time be 
had ever reached 50 in a first-class 
match. 

He says dutifully that he has now 
realised that runs, not irotentialitics 
are the currency of cricket. In a 
Leicester restaurant he .spoke of 
team needs, of unwavering concen¬ 
tration ! “A littlp 0 pm oF 20 riops 


no one any good." But was this 
blue-eyed prodigy being solemnly 
serious? His career has been stud¬ 
ded with such gems. His concentra¬ 
tion wavers whenever a pretty young 
thing passes the window. He enjoys 
life, and enjoys cricket, and so long 
as he also enjoys making hundreds 
against Australia his easy-going atti¬ 
tude will be welcome as it is. 

In technit^ue as well he is ai pro¬ 
duct of his time. One-day cricket has 
conditioned him always to look for 
runs, so instead of a forward defen¬ 
sive stroke he often opens the face 
of the bat and looks for a single to 
third man. Likewise he is tempted 
to be satisfied with a quick 30 or 50. 
He has, in fact, scored as many runs 
in onc-dav cricket as in first-class 
matches. 

Time and timing. Basic ability 
and ball-sense are in the genes, prac¬ 
tice has refined them. But the extra 
quality which Gower has, to a super¬ 
lative degree, probably resides in his 
wrists. His wrists have been honed 
by plenty of squash and hockey 
(hockey, a little Law, were what he 
did for a year at University College, 
London). His wrists allow him to 
play the ball at the latest moment, 
and yet strongly. 

He grabbed a wine-bottle and 
demon.strated, startling the waitress 
at short-leg. His stance is not rigid¬ 
ly side-on, and his elbow not textbook 
high. His back-lift — ail wrist, no 
arm — is average, and his follow- 
through often lower than shoulder 
height, so there is no flouri.sfaing of his 
bat. But appearances aside, the crux 
of his stiaight-bat stroke-play Is that 
his elbow does not have to be held 
high : he waits for the ball and plays 
it so Irte, when past his hands, that 
it must keep on the ground. 

This fair-haired figure, whose cover 
drive looks so causal, is not as frail 
as he seems. “I was a bit venomous 
at hockey — used to be threatened 
with sending olT’ He takes allega¬ 
tions of apparent frailty to mean that 
he does not like fast bowlers — when 
only last season he took a broken 
‘no.se and two black eyes from a 
bouncer. 

Fame and rave notices have had 
little effect so far on his level-handed 
personality. He can tell a story 
against himself; and without any 
immodesty mentions the time at 
Perth last winter when he was in 
real trouble against a Icg-spinner and 
still managed 16 off his first over. 

Of the batsmen who impressed him 
he most admired Sobers and Pollock. 
To his coaches he acknowledges his 
debt. But they say thait they have 
had little to teaich him. In terms of 
batting no man is an island, but 
Gower is at least a peninsula. 

Ki-ptoducfid w ilh permission from'The Sporting 
Year (2) A selection of the best sports wrilting 
1977 78' Edited by John Rodda and Clitlord 
Makins Copyright Collins. £ 5 95 Oistnbutad in 
India bv Ruoa and Co. 



Discipline achieves 
what ambition seeks 

Working steadily since dawn, the parasol ant 
carved but a giant piece of green loaf Ho lifted 
it to his crown and headed for his colony. 

This bit of leaf would soon bo made into 
compost. The parasol tiibo deliberately sow, 
manure, prune, weed, eat and sow again 
His "cowherd" cousins pastute thoir "caltlo"- 
liny, pear-shaped plant posts called aphids. 

Aphids suck plant sap and the ants milk them 
for the juice they secreto. 

’’^y du.sk, the little ant had made a record 
hundred load caii ying trips... 

His tribe has complelo faith in the discipline 
ingrained in evolutionary histoiy ..And 
none whatever in sentinels. 

Nature abounds in those qualities 
we seek in ourselves 



One of a .leries 
released by 


m 


Bank 
Umitied 


At the end of the 
winning game... 


Thirsty minds 
drink dike i 










































Venkat: 
Synthesis 
of pur> 
pose and 
achieve¬ 
ment 

A. G. KRIPAL SINGH 

F or some time now. a com- 

inon sight at Chepaul is of a 
tall dark figure trundling away at 
the stumps, delivering ball after ball 
with deceptive ease, experimenting, 
manipulating and inventing subtle¬ 
ties of variation and spin, of control 
and of changes in pace. Such devo¬ 
ted application and willingness to 
put in hard work can only create an 
obsession to synthesize purpose and 
achievement and ttiis is what Venka- 
traghavan has accomplished with a 
sense of deliberateness. 

Srinivasaraghavan Venkatragha- 
van Iyengar, whose run-up is infinite¬ 
ly shorter than his name, was born 
in Madras on April 21. 1945. Coached 
by A. G. Ram Singh, Venkat, even 
as a school boy playing in the local 
league cricket, held out promise of 
an upcoming off-break bowler, and 
the writer has personal experience 
in this regard. At the University 
level, the promise shown,became a 
reality; his efforts were resjponsiblo 
for Madras University's ent^ into the 
finals for the Rohinton Baria Trophy. 
Despite opposition, be was selected 
to play foi Madras in the Ranji 
Trophy Tournament in 196S64, when 
he acquited himself creditably. A 
willing learner, unobtrusively listen¬ 
ing to advice, he absorbed, modified 
and used knowledge in line with his 
personality to perform in a manner 
as to be invit^ to represent India 
against tfew Zealand at Madras in 
1964-65, climaxing with a burst of 8 
wickets for 72 runs in the Test match 
at New Delhi in 1965, The fact 
that this performance in his Test 
initiation is his career’s best seem¬ 
ingly indicates that there is more in 
him than that has to conne out, and 
what would be a more appromiate 
time than when he leads India ui the 
forthcoming tour of England. 

The development of Venkat’s bowl¬ 
ing skills harmonised with a spedal- 
isation in fielding and catching in 
close-in positions, pre-eminently at 
gully. In 177 first class* inatibes 
comprising 252 inning.s, detailed 
hereunder, he has taken 115 catches, 
and simultaneonslv. secured 769 Wic¬ 


kets alfcifariirihaft of 2Si0fi iDshtBms 
wicket. In Tests, he has played in*^ 
60 innings and in 43 matches, he has 
taken 37 catches, and has seemed 133 
wickets giving away 4291 runs at 
32.26 a piece. In Ranji be has taken 
379 wickets with an average of 
17.23, participating in 65 matches, has 
taken 64 catches and has played 87 
innings. In the Duleep Trophy, in 
23 matches, he batted 34 times, took 
7 catches and annexed 86 wickets 
giving away 2060 runs with an ave¬ 
rage of 2l9S. Playing for Derby¬ 
shire in 46 matches to get 171 wickets 
at the cost of 4757 runs, the price of 
one wicket being 27.81. He batted 
in 71 innings and took 7 catches. 
Clearly, on the field, Venkat has 
either by bowling or ratebing made 
his presence felt silently, if not 
stronglv. 

In his nine offidal overseas tours, 
Venkat has in Test engagements 
secured 46 wickets and the balance 
87 in India. His Tc^t scalps up to 
1972/73 have been 83, but only 50 in 
the subsequent period ending with 
the 1978-79 seasen though the num¬ 



ber of balls deliverefl in tne two 
segments have been 6559 and 5249 
respectively. Tlie reference to 1972- 
73 is Venkat's a.ssignment with 
Derbyshire county from 1973 to 1975. 
While thi.s expc*ience had added 
maturity to outlcok and improved 
the qualitative aspect of his bowling, 
the rea-son for the diminishing quan¬ 
tity obviously lies elsewhere than in 
cricketing competency. Paradoxi¬ 
cally. in the Ranji Trophy matches, 
V'enkal has been the- largest indivi¬ 
dual wicket-taker, even though his 
team did not meet with the desired 
success for a variety of reasons. 

If local cricket is any guide; then 
Venkat is a batsman of not inade¬ 
quate talents. He has the strokes 
but lacks the determination and su.s- 
taining power to build his innines. 
In Ranji matches, he has scored 1578 
runs in 87 innings from 65 matches, 
averaging 21.62 runs, with a solitary 
century in 1970^71. In 43 Test 
matches, he averaged ,13.72 runs 
with the total of 686 runs. • Having 
seen and known his batting prowess, 
it is baffling why he should not be 
able to score more runs. Being fitter 
phv.sically than others. 1 do not sub¬ 


scribe to the theory of a person re- 
' serving energies for his stronger tal¬ 
ent in bowling, more .so, for a spin 
bowler. To my mind, Venkat nndei^ 
estimates his batting potential and 
is in fact self-conscious. 

\ ^.NKAT HAS BEEN KNOWN TO 
be a k<*en student of cricket and 
the rules that govern it- He thinks 
out each move but not infreauently 
suffers from a lack of support from 
others that he is entitled to expect. 

Ever since 1970-71, Venkat was 
thought in terms of future Captain 
for India and to thl.s end. he was 
made to lead Tamil Nadu and South 
Zone, a decision that in some quar¬ 
ters was received with more acri¬ 
mony than jubilation. As a relief, 
he led India against West Indies at 
New Delhi in the 1974-75 series and 
later captained India in the Pruden¬ 
tial Cup limited overs Tournament in 
England in 1975. Even though he 
was deputy captain of the teams 
that visited West Indies in 197] and 
England in 1974, he subsequently 
saw through a period of see-sawing 
for hi.s position in the team. That 
with patience and doggedness he has 
rp-e.stablished himself, indeed speaks 
well for his tacit acceptance and 
overcoming of challenges. As is well 
known.-“failure” often cau.ses a per¬ 
son to recheck his goal and re-exa¬ 
mine his value. As a skipper, he 
lead.s the team by example and his 
moves are that of a chess player 
which, though individual in charac¬ 
ter, certainly requires team support 
in execution. And this was very 
often not forthcoming, resulting in a 
lesser measure of success than 
should have been the case. 

Venkat now leads a band of cric¬ 
keters which combine experience and 
youth and it will be his primary 
task to cohese this band into a team. 
Alter all, the band is made of hunfan 
beings and the will to win 
must spring, from the human 
heart This incidentally will be the 
overall plan for the English tour, 
tactics being situaftionally adapted. 

An Enmneering graduate who 
passed with honours, Venkat is . em¬ 
ployed as an Industrial Engineer 
with a manufacturing organisation. 
He is tonrtant, relentless and metho¬ 
dical in his approach, and .worried 
if solutions were untidy, imperfect, 
even if these solutions were accept¬ 
able by others. A prolific reader of 
fiction, he is also a practitioner of 
Vivekananda philosophy; perhaps, 
the latter explains the seeming de¬ 
tachment that he displays in sodal 
funrtions, though the capacity to so¬ 
cialise is undisputed. Dabbling with 
hockey and shuttlecock, he continues 
to maintain his fitness and that in 
the ultimate analysis is his forte. 

It only remains for me to wish 
Venkat and his band the best of 
luck in the forthcoming tour and to 
express the hope that the weather 
will be kiqd to them. 

Suiistii.!. by K N ARUNACHALAM 





'I won't 
blame the 
weather' 

L ittle did i realise that to 

meet! our England-bound cricke¬ 
ters would be so difficult. Let alone 
getting their views about the Eng¬ 
lish lour, I could not make them 
talk even about the 10-day camp at 
Bangalcre. The Cri-conlrol Board 
contract seems to have mesmerised 
them and all that they would do was 
to direct me to Venkatraghavan, 
whom I tried to meet twice earlier. 









Indian cricketers at the Bangalore coaching camp 



Finally, I met hrm at his 5-star hotel 
room relaxing. But Venkat was re¬ 
luctant to air his views other than 
about the camp. 


we fire expected to play in such 
conditions. 

SW: What about the EngUsh 
wickets ? 


know you will ask me next about 
the filfh bowler. Sorry 1 can’t tell 
you that now. We will come to that 
only afer we finish our matches bc- 


Sporlsworld : What did you and your 
team expect in England? 

Venkat: (After pausing for a 
while) A tough time, especially the 
Prudential Cup. By saying tough I 
don’t mean we will be outplayed. We 
will play well. We are now used to 
this instant cricket during the last 
four years since the first World Cup. 
Even then we did play well. I think 
we .should able to make the knock¬ 
out. Before the World Cup we will 
be playing about five or six matches 
on similar lines and that should en¬ 
able us to prepare ourselves well. 

SW: Whait about the draw, play¬ 
ing against West Indies first was it 
a disadvantage? 

Venkat: A draw is a draw. We 
have to play according to that. We’il 
do well even if we were to be in 
the other half. 

SW: Would it have been good to 
face any other team instead of the 
Caribbeans ? 

Venkat: Not really. We will have 
to prepare ourselves before we take 
on any side. And also play according 
to a plan and do our best ? 

SW: What about Uie English wea' 
ther ? 

Venkat: 1 know it will be cold at 
this time, but the faster the players 
get adjusted the better. Since most 
of us are used to this kind of wea¬ 
ker, we will be able, to help those 
who arc not u.sed to it. We. would be 
playing in the .second half of Eng¬ 
lish summer, and as such 1 hope we 
will not encounter any difficulty. 

SW: So you will not blame the 
weather, like Bedi did after Welling¬ 
ton. 

Venkat: (A bit irritated) Why 
should we blame the weather ^ It 
was horrible in Wellington, but then 


Venkat: East and true. The ball 
swings till Ihr; fag end of the day 
even when the ball is old. We have 
to alter or adjust our techniques as 
per the condilioiis and T am sure rav 
hoys will do that. We have played 
the. world’s best quickies and I have 
full confidence in my batsmen, which 
goes down to number nine. I am 
sure Vish. Sunil and Mohinder 
should be, a sort of inspiration to 
others. 

SW: Did you recieve any special 
(raining for the English weather? 

Venkat: Nething special. But Mr. 
Tandon was of immense help. He 
knew what each one of us was lack¬ 
ing. A lot of importance was attach¬ 
ed to our fitnes.s. In the morning 90 
minutes was resevred for .such exer¬ 
cises. Only special importance was 
attached to our wicketkeepers, 
Khanna and Reddy, and of course, 
to our close-in catches. There was 
more importance given to fielding so 
that we could be fit as a fiddle and 
1 am sure all of us are in top condi¬ 
tion phsically. 

SW: What do .vou feel about the 
sacking of Kinnani? 

Venkat: No comments. I have a 
balanced side. With special training 
that they have recieved both Khanna 
and Reddy arc confident of backing 
up to Chandra and other spinners 
I'hev are agile and have good re¬ 
flexes and are really showing a lot 
of enthusiasm. I am confident that 
they will not find it diflicull to keep 
wickets in England. 

SW: What about our bowling 
strength ? 

Venkat: All are in lop form. Kapil 
and Ghavri are working out exlreme- 
Iv well. Our .spin department is also 
functioning well. (Venkat rai-sed his 
eye-brows in such a manner as if to 
ask what more do you want.) T 


fore the regular tournament. Those 
five miilches should enable us to de¬ 
cide as to who will be our fifth 
bowler. 

SW: Was thia camp of any he^ 
to you ? 

Venkat: It helped us a lot I think 
10 days was too short, but Mr. Tan- 
don planned it in such a way that 
he took us to peak within that pe¬ 
riod. (With a proud look Venkat 
made me feel that he would say— 
I.uok how hard we arc in training.) 
We arc in good shape now. 

SW: Would it have bemt good to 
have the camp in Ooty or Srinagar? 

Venkat: From the weather point 
of view, yes, but then where will 
you find so much facilities as in 
Bangalore. With .the English weather 
being what it is, Bangalore or Ooty 
would not have made much difference. 
Bangalore has much a pleasant wea¬ 
ther. 

SW: Have you prepared any i|Cra- 
(egy for the Pnitential Cup? 

Venkat: Play safe. Till the 30th 
over we should see that we do not 
lose many wickets and increase the 
tempo of scoring in the last 20 overs. 
A target about 250 to 280 should be 
allright. That Is if we bat first. Sup¬ 
pose we field first, then we will have 
to chase a target and we can plan 
accordingly. 

This is where I had to bid adieu 
to Venkat since bis host for a dinner 
was already there to pick him up. 
Before he could reply my wishes. 
Venkat said : "Whatever it is we will 
do our best and return with our 
heads high. 1 am confident of that as 
captain of the side.’’ When I said 
that it will not be like the Summer 
of '42, Venkat just grinned and said : 
“Goodbye," 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 
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Now 

the largest selling 
filter cigarette 
in West Bengal 
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filter 


Every day over 2 million 
No. lOFilter cigarettes are 
enjoyed by tasto^onscious 
smokers in Calcutta alone. 
And every month the taste 
spreads steadily all over in 
West Bengal, Bihar, U.P. 
Orissa and Assam. 

In Megha!aya,Mizorain, 
Manipur, Tripura and 
Nagaland. 

In Andhra, Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka. 


THE REASON: 

Uncompromising 

quality. 

Unvarying 

satisfaction. 


The taste to go steady with 


^UlUIORI WMNINC CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


352 









Highlights of the 
inaugural tourney 

T he first and only world cup cricket tournament. 

ofRdally called the Prudential Cup, took place in England between 
June 7 and June 21, 1975. It turned out to be an outstanding success. 

Altogether 15 single matches, confined to 60 overs each innings, were 
played. There were a few one-sided contests as well as .some tremendous 
and keenly fought encounters. The highlight of course was in the final 
at Lord's where Australia and the West Indies were in combat Irom 11 
a.m. until 8.45 p.m. after which H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh presented 
the Cup to Clive Lloyd, skipper of the winning West Indies side. 

Eight countries took part in the tournament proper. The Prudimtial 
put £100,000 in the kitty and overall the takings were over £200.00<) with 
an aggregate attendance of 158,000. Lord’s was packed for the final with 
26,000 present’ and the. receipts for that day were £66,000. The winner 
(the West Indies) received £4000, Australia, losing finalist, £'2000, and 
the losing s'smi-finalists England and New Zealand £1000, each. 

The profits from the competition were distributed thus: 10 per cent 
to the United Kingdom and 7*2 per cent to each of the seven other coun¬ 
tries participated. The balance went to the International Cricket Confe¬ 
rence to distribute at its discretion between the non-participating a.sso- 
(iated member countries, the International Coaching Fund, and the Re¬ 
serve Account for the next (this year’s) tournament. 

The finest bit of batting in the tournament came from Clive Lloyd 
against Australia in the final. .Lloyd made 102 in just 108 minutes with 
the help of two sixes and 12 fours. 

_ Gary Gilmour, the fast-medium lefthand bowler from Australia, 
achieved the best bowling performance of the whole tournament when 
lie had the figures of 12-6-14-6 again.st England in the semi-final. 

Highest total 
334-4 by England vs India at Lord’s 

Lowest total 

86 by Sri Lanka vs West Indies at Old Trafford 

Centuries 

i71 not out by G, Turner for New Zealand vs E. Africa at Edgbaslon 

1.37 by D. Ami.ss tor England vs India at Lord’s 

131 by K. Fletcher for England vs New Zealand at Trent Itridgo 
114 not out bv C. Turner for New Zealand vs India at Old Trafford 
102 not out by C. Lloyd for West Indies vs Australia (final) at I.ord’.s 

101 not out by A. Turner for Australia vs ,Sri Lanka at The Oval 


Century partnerships 


Runs 

Wicket 

Pair 


For 

Vs 

Venue 

182 

]$t 

R. McCosker and A. 






Turner 


Australia 

Sri Lanka 

The Oval 

176 

2nd 

D. Amiss and 

K 






Fletcher 


England 

India 

Lord's 

159 

1st 

.S. Mohammed 

and 






Majid Khan 


Pakistan 

Sri Lanka 

Trent 

158 

1st 

B. Wood and 

D. 



Bridge 



Amuss 


England 

E. Africa 

Edgbas¬ 

149 

.3rd 

G. Turner and 

J. 



ton 



Parker 


New Zea¬ 

E. Afiica 

Edgbds- 

149 

4th 

C. Lloyd and 

R. 

land 


ton 



Kanhai 


West Indies 

Ausiralia 

Lord’s 

125 

2nd 

C. Greenidge 

and 






A. Kallicharran 


WesI Indies 

New Ze,i- 

The Oval 

124 

2nd 

R. Fredricks 

and 


land 




A. Kallicharran 


West Indies 

Australia 

The Oval 

123* 

1st 

S. Gavaskar 

and 






F. M. Engineer 


India 

E. Africa 

Heading- 

117 

4th 

G. Chappell and D. 



lev 



Walters 


Australia 

Sri Lanka 

The Oval 


(• Denotes not out) 
live or more wickets in an innings 

6-14 G. Gilmour for Australia vs F.ngland at Headingley 
^“48 G. Gilmour for Australia vs West Indies at Lord’s 

VUAYAN BALA 


Teams and 
fixtures 

WEST INDIES ; Clive Lloyd (cap¬ 
tain), Deryck Murray (vice-captain), 
Faoud Jiacchus, Gordon Greenidge, 
Desmond Haync.s, Larrv Gomes, 
Vivian Richard.s, Alvin Kallicharran, 
Cullis King, Colin Croft, Joel Gar¬ 
ner, Michael Holding, Andy Roberts 
and Malcolm Marsh ill. 

AUSTRALIA; Kim Hughes (cap¬ 
tain). Andrew llilditrh (vicc-captain), 
Allan Border. Gary Cosier, Rick 
Darling. GeofI Dymock, Rodney 
Hogg, Alan Hurst, Trevor Laughlin, 
leff Moss, Graeme Porter, Davanell 
Whatmore, Kevin Wright, Graliam 
Yallop. 

NEW ZEALAND; Mark Burgess 
(captain). Geoff Howarth (vice-cap- 
lain), T.anre Cairns, Ewen Chatfield, 
Jeremy Coney, Bruce Edgar, Richard 
Hadlee, Warren Lees, Bruce Me- 
Kechnie, John Morrison, Warren 
Stott, Gary Troup, Glenn Turner, 
John -Wright. 

PAKISTAN: Asif Iqbal (captain), 
Majid Khan (vice-captain), Haroon 
Ra.shid, llassan Jamil, Irnran Khan, 
Iqbal Qasim, Javed Miandad. 
Mudas.sar Nazar, Sadiq. Mohammad, 
Sarfraz Nawaz, Sikander Bakht, 
Wasim Bari, Wasim Raja, Zaheer 
Abbas. 

INDIA : Srinivas Venkatragbavan 
(captain), Gundappa Vi.swaoath 
(vice-captain), Mohinder Amarnath, 
Rishan Dedi, Aunshuman Gaekwad, 
Sunil Gava.skar, Karsan Ghavri, 
Kapil Dev, Surinder Khanna, Brijesh 
Patel, Bharat Reddy, Dilip Veng- 
sarkar, Yajurvendra Singh, .Yashpal 
Sharma. 

Saturday, June 9. 

Group A : West Indies V India at 
Fdgbaston. 

Group A : New Zealand V Quali¬ 
fier at Tent Bridge. 

Group 0; England V Australia at 
Lords. 

Group D: Pakistan V Qualifier at 
Headingley 
Wednesday, June 13. 

Group A : India V New Zealand 
at Headingley 

Group A: West Indies V Qualifier 
at Oval. 

Group B: England V Qualifier at 
Old Trafford. 

Group B: Australia V Pakistan at 
Trent Bridge. 

Saturday, June 16. 

Group A: West Indies V New 
Zealand at Trend 
Bridge. 

Group A ; India V Qualifier at 
Old Trafford. 

Group B: England V Pakistan at 
Headingley 

Group B : Australia V Qualifier at 
Edgbaston. 

Wednesday. June 20. 

Winner of Group B again.st Run¬ 
ner-up of Group A at Old Trafford. 

Winner of Group A against Run¬ 
ner-up of Group B at Oval. 
Saturday, June 23. Final at Lord’s 




Federation Cup in pictures 
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Thomas Fmiandez of Mafailal (white) and C.D. Francw Itanit Thapa of Mafatlal (white) and Joseph of Premie 
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News: National 


CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 

Big Three 
get into 
stride 

PIX NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 

11 raiRSTY raOUSANDS THAT 
throng the enclosed grounds are 
dtstmtllv unhappy about the perform 
enii of th( three big rlubb — Mohun 
Hagdii I dst B( ngdi and Mohamme 
dan Spoiling — even as the teams 
seemed to be setthng down alter the 
rather unrrrtain debut in the Cal 
cutta Football League The tact that 
the smalhr teams are not going to 
give up without a fight this year has 
alieady iK'Come cvidinl So unlike 
in the p ist the big clubs have to 
Miotih and strain for every victory 

Sti ingtly altei then first matches 
the Big Ihiee have run up lather 
high tallies While these have not 
piovcd thiir overwhelming supciiurity 
over their rivals,— all the matches 
has been compclitive and the weake- 
teams have on occasion, been dis 
tmitly iinluc^ky in not getting goals 
- the results have certainly boosted 
the morale of the U ague leaders 

While Fast Bengal were going on 
schedule collecting eight points from 
fout matches both Mohun Bagan 
and Mohammedan Sporting fell be 
hind in completing their fixtures by a 
match eich because of i allies and 
other events unconnected with spor s 
lootball IS the hrst casualty in such 
casts because police deployment on 
the play fields is not possible when 
the'C other events take place And 
without police pickets on the ground, 
no match involving any ol the thiee 
big teams can be held 

hot that the police are of much 
help in preventing the minor irril 
acices that kc "p cropping up at every 
venue lor instance, this season has 
Men a determined batch of fans 
hfiling the iencing around the play 
mg irea every time their favourite 
tcim scored a goal, to run and hug 
Or ntrh the feet of their heroes 
Ilefi rv ( St dhin Chatterjee took the 
ni itti r up strongly with some police 
nun during East Bengal s match 
with Bengal Nagpur Railway but hy 
and lirge the police stem content to 
bit below the feme and watch the 
fun 

So fir nothing untoward has hap¬ 
pened and the matches have been 
completed without much trouble Let 
us take a look at the Big Three s 
peilurinances 


Mohun Bagan After their dismal 
performance in the first match, 
Mohun Bagan gave an improved dis 
play in their next two matches They 
beat Wan by 30 and Kumartuh by 4-0 
1 hough they scoied seven goals m 
the two matches, then forwards 
created many openings and muffed 
a lot of easy chances (though some 
times the post stood in between and 
sometimes the referee) 

Before their match against Mohun 
Bagan the Wan coach Amal Chakra 
boity, a foimei Bengal and Mohun 
Bagan playei said I have told 
my players to follow the 4-3-3 forma¬ 
tion We will try lo play an attack¬ 
ing game and scoic goals — and not 
just guard oui citadel One of my 
forwards will be up in the fiont, so 
that he can disturb Subroto Bhatta- 
charjee, ‘their” roost dependable 
defender Another will remain at 
the fapek so that he can form the 
link beltvcen the forwards and the 
half line He has been asked to see 
that the Mohun Bagan medios do 
not get to hold the ball too much " 
But the plans could not be turned in 


to action as was evident from the 
course of the match 

The Kumartuh coach Anlrita 
Chakravarty said before the match : 
“We will play in the 4-2 2 formation 
We will try to play like we pl^ed 
against Mohammedan Sporting (fney 
lost narrowly by 12) when we held 
the ball and our defenders overlap¬ 
ped to help the forward line The 
layers have been told to keep the 
all on the ground ’ But after the 
match he was not happy particularly 
with regard to the supervision “The 
boys played well The referee Mve 
a lot of wrong decision which affec¬ 
ted biith the teams At least we crea 
ted a few openings that should have 
been turned into goals But Manas' 
goal was 1 tally good — I must say 
that’ 

In their first game Mohun Bagan 
made all the movements from the 
centre and the game tended to be 
slow But on the following days they 
made good use ot their fast flapk 
men, especially Manas who com 
pletely upset the rival defenders with 
his speed The inedios gave an rni 
provid display and this hclpid the 
f 01 wards though, on occasions they 
were seen to be on the same Ime 
The defenders though hardly tested 
did not seem to be sound particular- 


% 



Lattfuddm of Mohammedan and Ashokelal Banerjee of Kidderpore m a 
headmq duel 





Times of fun, 

Times of joy, 

Times that you 
Can best enjoy 
With Campa-Cola, 

The Only One. 

Life is full of Campa-Cola times. 



1y un the flanks. Both Shyamal 
Banprjoe and Dilip Palit were ^aten 
on a number of occasions by the rival 
forwards. Subroto seemed more sen* 
ou-s and on both the occasions Pradip 
Choudhury gave a good display, 
covering a lot of ground. 

Alter the match against Warl, 
Muhun Bagan coach P. K. Banerjee 
said ■ "We made deep thrusts into 
the opponent’;, territory betorc they 
t nuld .settle down and for this my 
fiankmen should be credited. Yes, 
we wasted many chances, but that 
»he plascr- could create so many 
■ p-nings i'.nd that, too. constructive¬ 
ly i.s „ good sign.” About Xavier 
tv mg dropped in favour of Shy am 
Thapa in the last stage of the game : 
"I did not want to expose Aavier 
too much. This was an off day for 
him. He mi.ssed two easy chances, 
the like of which he converts with¬ 
out any difficulty. If he had missed 
any more goals, he would ha^e been 
under a lot of pressure. I wanted to 
.save him from that." 

Tapan Das. who scored the last two 
goals, was distinctly unlucky in not 
getting 3 hat trick against Wari, when 
in the last minute nis powerful shot 
from the top of the box after toi^ch- 
ing the custodian's hands, hit the 
crosspiece and rebounded into play. 
If he had got it, it would have been 
the first hat-trick of the season. 

After the match against Kumar- 



Sormu) and joy . WhUe BNR cusfodian S. MUra bends over in an 

guish, scorer David Williams expresses his exultation as he scores foi 
East Bengal. 
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Mih’r Bose’s spectacular header ts saved equally well by Eastern Ratlwuy’s .S' Muhhrrjee 


tuli, P.K.seemed happy about his 
team’s performance. "TTie team is 
improving, the most important is 
that Gautam has found his touch. 
With the medios playing well, the 
whole team has improved. Manas 
.scored a wonderful goal — he dribbl¬ 
ed past four defenders to score the 
goal. I had to play Ulaga. as Bidesh 
is suffering from an ankle injury. 
Ke could not play well.” 

E ast bengal: full of stabs, 

but no real success—^that's pro¬ 
bably the true picture of favourites 
East Bengal’s performance in the ini¬ 
tial outings in this year’s Senior Divi¬ 
sion League. The only pcra.ssion on 
which tbe thousands of club .sup¬ 
porters returned home happily was 
when East Bengal beat Bengal Nag¬ 
pur Railway 4-0. But that convincing 
win too, was not enough to satisfy the 
club coach. Arun Ghosh, who admitted 
that his side was yet to play in per¬ 
fect tune. 

After the BNR match, Arun Ghosh 
said that almost half of his players 
being new in Calcutta, the whole 
team had been suffering from undue 
tensioa He felt that some of his boys 
were also playing too individua listi- 
tally. 

East Bengal fielded their best 
available side minus injured Harjin- 
der Singh and Chinmoy Chatterjee 
in their second match against Sport¬ 
ing Union, but the team's perfor¬ 
mance was no better than their 
match against Police A.C. They were 
fuRv stretched before Nigerian-born 
David Williams, making his debut in 
the Calcutta League along with Gur- 
dev Singh, rescued the side with a 
nowerful grounder. Williams, in the 
following matches, showed that be 
packs a lot of power in hi.s shots, 
hut lacks even the minimum dribbl¬ 


ing ability. 

The East Bengal suppoiters are 
worried over the performance of 
Gurdev Singh, India'.s skipper at the 
last Asian Games. Against Sporting 
l^nion he was bii.sy pleasing the gal 
ler.v with long clearanres. But aga¬ 
inst BNII, as well as against Ea.steru 
Railway, he was beaten by the for 
wards time and again. Once he dan¬ 
gerously back-passed to goalkeeper 
Bhaskar Gaoguli and almost conce 
ded a goal. 

r.a.st Bengal's weakest link .so I'ai 
is the nudheld. Manjit Singh has a 
lot of football sense, but too .slow 
to exenite it. Devraj was a total 
misfit ill the .Sporting Union match. 
He, however, showed some improve¬ 
ment ill the ne.\t two matches. The 
other half, skipper Prasanta Baner 
jee is playing far below his best. 

With Mihir B<ise off-colour, the 
team was totally deiM-nding on Suro- 
jit Sengupta. The star winger'oblig¬ 
ed his fans wiMi some e.xcellenl 
performances. On a number ul ocea- 
ssions, Sengupfa presented Bose, 
Sajjad and Williams, with "sillers'' 
only to see them wasted. Subhas 
Bhowmik's mdusion in the .second 
half in the .Sporting Union match 
put some thrust to the East Bengal 
attack and Bhnwinik. aleng with 
Sengupt.', did all the spadework lor 
William's goal. 

Of the four matchet. East Bengal 
played best against BNR. Devrai 
regained .sonie of his confidence and 
concentrated mainlv on defence. This 
allowed Prasanta Banerjee, basically 
an attacking linkman, to move up 
and feeil his forwards. Sajjad 
(three goals) and David Williams 
(one gval and (wo hit to the cru$.s- 
piece) capitalised on the chances. 


Though beaten by Kiui goafs, the 
BNR co.irh, l)ebu t.ho'-h, felt hi-, 
boys gave a salislatforv display 
"With Pra'ap Glio.h Kajal Chattel 
jee, Karfick Sett ami lour olhej'v 
leaving the dub at i!se eleventh houi 
it was a gieal pioblein rebuilding 
the side. We had no aliernalive but 
to t OIK''lit rale i.ii joung>tiis and le 
■call veterans like Somen Mitra in 
the goal. While 1 admit East Ben 
gal’s forwards' opportiuiicni, 1 mu.si 
blame mv goalkeeper lor conceding 
at least two go.il,-.," (ilussh said. 


Mr Ghosh added "Three of my 
loiwards .ne neweorneis to big foot 
ball If my boys were .i little more 
expenenred (be tesiilt would have 
been just 2 1 in favour of Ea.st 
Bengal,* 

The. match against Eastern Rail¬ 
way was the same old story. Though 
they won by two goals, scon d hv 
Sajjad and Shabir .Ali, wliosr' iiulit 
lion in the second halt :(d<led /esi 
to the East Bengal attack, the team 
at a whole did not function well. 

But the match was highlighted by 
an unpleasant incident. There was a 
.'.'onstant demand from the member¬ 
ship gallery to replace Mihir Bose, 
who was nut playing well. Midway 
through the .second half Mr Paresh 
Saha, Fast Bengal’s football secre¬ 
tary. requested Arun Ghosh to take 
off Mihir Bose, The East Benga* 
coach turned it down The club's 
general secretary, Mi N'ishith Ghosh, 
suddenly rushed to the spot and al- 
mrtst ordered the roach to replace 
the player. It appeared to be too 
much for Arun Ghosh, who imme¬ 
diately started to lease the ground. 
Some of the former players and 
officials stopped him from doing so.. 
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A sure favourite 
COCONUT CHARMER 

Pour the contents of 2 Gold Spot bottles into an ice-tray 
Chill till firm. Crush into bits. Meanwhile, cut open 
3 tender coconuts. Top each with Gold Spot mixture. 
Serve with a spoon and a straw. 

Deliciously different I 







Gold Spot. The taste goes to your smile. 





Wartfs Tarun Sarhar saves the hall from a drive by Xavier, but at the cost of a comer. 


But while this incident was Koing 
on just outside the sideline, Mihii 
Dose suddenly came out of the 
ground, pulled off his shirt and was 
moving towards the dressing room. 
But Arun Ghosh, Subhas Bhowmik 
and a few others sent Bose back to 
the held. 

This was a great offence on the 
part of Mihir Bose who later asked 
for pardon from the club officials, 
as well as supporters. The East 
Bengal striker admitted that he did 
not know how he took such a rash 
step. He was so dissatisfied with his 
performance that he thought he was 
not fit to wear the club colours so he 
decided to leave the field. 


While leaving the ground Mihir 
Bose never asked the referee’s per¬ 
mission. Why. then, was he allowed 
to re-enter the ground? Mr Pratul 
Chakravarty, probably the best-ever 
referee produced W India so far, 
did not want to comment on the 
matter. He said that it was the basic 
duty of a player to seek the refe¬ 
ree’s permission before leaving the 
field. "But if he is injured, how he 
will seek permission from the nian 
with the whistle. And an injury may 
be of different types. So you get my 
point...”. Mr Sunil Adhikary, who 
supervised the match, later said that 
he allowed Mihir Bose to resume 
play after cautioning him. 

Mohammedan Sporting: The black- 
and-white shirts faced the roughest 
time. While Mohun Bagan and East 
Bengal ran up good tallies, albeit 
unconvincingly, Mohammedan S.C. 
continued struggling hard. They 


made extremely heavy weather of 
their match against Kumartuli, a team 
that was to be soundly beaten later 
bv Mohun Bagan. They then faced a 
sprightly Kidderpore who were dis¬ 
tinctly unlucky not to have earned 
at least one point. 

When Mohammedan S.C. took the 
field after their drawn encounter in 
the first match, the spectators did not 
take kindly to their football stars. 
The situation became extremely grim 
after Kumartuli took the lead. Al¬ 
though Mohammedan S.C. went on to 
win the match 2-1, neither the sup¬ 
porters nor the players themselves 
were satisfied with the performance. 
In fact, it is-a moot point whether 
they deserved full points or not. The 
two goals that came through Najeeb 
were both controversial, to say the 
least. The first seemed to have been 
scor^ from an off-side position while 
the other may not have entered the 
goal area after striking the innc 
edge of the crosspiece and rebound¬ 
ing into the playing area. 

Under the circumstances, it was ex¬ 
pected that the tie with Kidderpore 
would produce fireworks and fans by 
the thousands turned up. Among 
some interested spectators were for¬ 
mer Mohammedan star Mir Sajjad 
and Subh8.s Bhowmik. both now in 
East Bengal. The game developed 
into end-to-end football and continued 
In that fashion throughout the first 
session — Mohammedan Sporting 
scoring first through Iranian Khabazi 
who, with his countryman Sanzari, 
was up in the forward line, and 
Kidderpore eoualising shortly after, 
via a brilliantly conceived freekick. 
Despite conceding two goals — 


through a Sanzari spot-kick and a 
beautifully-connected Latifuddin I 

grounder — Kidderpore continued to , 

fight, though without luck. 

While the Kidderpore coach. Anil 
Chakravarty was satisfied with his 
team's performance, the reaction in 
the Mohammedan S.C. camp was not 
very good. Habib, for all practical 
purposes still the team’s captain-cum- 
coach, did not take kindly to the 
haphazard plav of his colleagues. He 
took most members of the team to 
task tor failing at one time or other. 

But he fell the team was iniprovmg 
and would sopn be at its peak, parti¬ 
cularly with the appearance of Prem- 
nath Philip, who is now recovering 
from injury sustained in the Nagjcu 
tournament. Mustafa turned out for 
the first time as left fullback, while 
tire half-line seemed strengthened 
with veterans Samaresh Choudhury 
end Habib manning the midfield. : 

But the last word wa.s that of T. J 
A. Rahman. Throughout the tie with , 
Kidderpore, he was closeted in the 
dub tent. But, hearing the crowd i 
roar, he perked his ears and remar¬ 
ked : “We must have s«-orcd.” Al- i 
though he likened himself to Kerala’s i 
house-builders, who were brought ^ 
very ceremoniously for construction ' 
work but ousted the moment the buil¬ 
ding was complete, it was clear that 
he loved his outfit. "1 don’t know 
what the authoritie.s arc thinking 
about. But as long as the team wins, 
i’m happy. After all, that is all that 
matters.” Who says there is no i 
sporting spirit todav ? 

ARUIT SEN with AlOK DASGUPTA 
SUBHAS SARCAR dPilSAHAJIT OI.B 



Maidan musings 


C AN ANYONE BEAT THIS 
for sheer coincidence. 
On {he first day of their 
leaitue encounters, the fans 
of Mohun Bagan and Ea.st 
Bengal had come with iden¬ 
tical number of flags — 32. 
Among those were two that 
were made of satin (or was it 
.silk ?). Did they have a 
committee To ensure that 
everything was identical in 
the two camp ? However, as 
the days pas.sed, the number 
of flag.s decreas^. 

W ILL RANJIT MUKHER- 
jee be able to play this 
season? Even if he can, 
will he be able to perform 
as well as he could have 
done if he had not been in¬ 
jured ail over again? At the 
beginning of the. season. 
Batvjit had hurt himself on 
the head. But that did not 
slop him from practising. 



r 


lie used to come with a 
bandage round his head, 
but . this last injury—his 
shoulder bone has been dis¬ 
located-may pel haps prove 
to be the last straw that 
broke, the. camid's back. He 
ha.s to take complete bed 
rest. The Mohun Bagan 
ofliciaU, with .Sailen Manna 
at the holm, did all they 
could for him, so that he 
could recover quickly. 

T HF: IFA IS FIRM ON 
conducting its match- 
schedule compiled tlirough a 
(ompuTer. Requests fiom 
different clubs to imstpone 
matches are regularly turn¬ 
ed down. A new procedure 
will be iollowod from this 
year—four teams will be re¬ 
legated and four teams fioin 
Division II will get a chance 
to play in the prenifer 
division next y^ar. Talking 
about the necessity of a 
compuler, IFA secretary 
Ashok Ghosh said: “Every 
year, both big and small 
rliilw ivould come to us re¬ 
questing cliaiiges in the 



Ashok Ghosh — firm on fol 
lowing the match schedules 


dates of their matches. It 
was impossible to satisfy 
everyone at the same time, 
.0 this year we have made 
the .schedule with the help 
of a computer ” When asked 
why the ‘big’ matches have 
not been done in the same 
manner, Mr Ghosh said: “In 
the case of those matches 
the story is different, be¬ 
cause we need police con¬ 
currence on dates.” 

I N THE FIRST MATCH IN 
the league, East Bengal 
earned a penalty award, 
when Oipak Das, the Police 
sTopperback fouled Surajit 
inside the penalty area. Be¬ 
fore this incident, the match 
was goalless, so a lot depen¬ 
ded on the penally. The 
tension .seemed to hffect The 
players, because none of the 
players seemed courageous 
enough .to take the spot kick. 
Each was pushing the other 
towards the spot. At last, 
Chinmoy Chatterjee came 
forward, though not very wil- 
lingly. W'hen Chinmoy was 
about to take the shot, Mono- 
ranjan Bhattacharjee, their 
most dependable defender, 
squated on the ground facing 
his own goal! When Chin¬ 
moy converted the penalty, 
there was a great roar. On¬ 
ly after hearing the cheers 
did Monoranjan turn around 
To con^atulate Chinmoy, 
along with the other players. 
One of the supporters said 
after the match : “Last 
year, Mohun Bagan also 
scored their first goal in the 
league Through a penalty and 
they Itad won the league, so 
we’ve got a chance this 
year.” With such a ‘big’ 
team and with so manv 
.stars, the .supporters still 
cannot get over superstitions. 

M ohun bagan fans 

beat their counterparts 
at least in one sphere — at- 
tcndence. The day Mohun 
Bagan plaved their first 



the team ? 

match, the fans arrived at the 
pates at 5.30 a.m. to ensure 
their entrance to the ground.- 
They stayed in line whole 
day, some going to cat, while 
the others kept their places. 
An hour before the start of 
the match, the gates were 
closed and those who could 
not get in had to move to 
the ramparts of the Fort 
William to catch a bird’s-eye 
view of the game. Present 
on the ground was the club 
Secretary, Dhiren Dey, a 
practice which he is known 
to follow on the opening day. 
However, when his team 
could not score ill the fir.st 
half, he went out — perhaps 
to seek better pastures. And 
luck. 

I T IS HIGH TIME THAT 
the IFA does something 
about the referees who sup¬ 
ervise league matches. There 
was rank bad supervision of 
the match between Kidder- 
porc and Customs. Parthu- 
sarthy Dey, the Cu.stoms 
left-winger, worked his way 
down the middle and was 
about to take a shot at the 
Customs goal from close 
when the KiJderpoic custo¬ 
dian rushed out of his 
charge and narrowed the 
angle of the goal. There was 
a mild collision and, in the 
process, Dey lost control of 
the ball. He managed to 
take an awkward shot which 
hit the side wall of the net 
and the Customs player 
struck his forehead in des¬ 
pair. Referee Janardan 
Ghosh Dostidar, however, 
blew his whi.stic, signalling 
a goal for Customs—an 
award which even the 
Customs players did not ex¬ 
pect, When the Kidderpore 
team protested, the referee 
asked the linesman. Mr Anil 
Chakraburty’s opinion. The 
latter, who was far away, 
thought it prudent to sup¬ 
port the referee. Arguraent.s 
by the players continued 
and brickbats and other 


missiles were thrown on i 
ground from various stan 
Play was suspended 
about five minutes. Fj 
after the match was over 
.section of the crowd rush 
on to the ground to assa 
the referee, but the pol 
and Kidderpore officials p 
vented the situation fn 
going out of control. Vtl 
was tragic was that not o 
Customs players came, (i 
ward to say that it wa.s a 
a goal. Where has spor 
manship gone? 

THE MOHUN BAG/ 
tent was ‘invaded’ by ti 
of the stalwarts who wi 
responsible for their bui 
liation against Orkay Mi 
in the Rovers Cup—Bangai 
and Purushotam. They w 
returning from the Fedi 
tion Cup in Gauhati and h 
a night halt in .Cakut 



Bongtfria — unit he cm 
over ? 


They had come to me 
Pradip Chnudhury, the pll 
cr who used to play' 
Bombay before he can 
over to Calcutta. The ?i 
sence of these two playe 
in the torn prompted a I 
of speculation among 
supporters who had cm 
to witness the practice. T 
players concerned refus 
to comment and so ^ 
actual purpose of their vii 
is left to the imagination 
the reader. 

SO THE EAST BENCA 
officials had the last latif 
All the oiitstation plavc 
have to stay in the plJ' 
that has been allotted 
them at Ballygunge. Wh< 
Manjit Singh, was a'l« 
about this, he said: “Eve 
though I have to give »! 
the. place of my belly-«’«( 
ship, I will .stay there, a*. 
the other players are duin 
so. The YiMCA could 
accommodate all the pi^ 
ers, so the club officials I'/j 
to find a place where ® 
the players could stay “ 
gether." 




School¬ 
boys for 

Spain 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
1 - Games Federation will, for the 
first time, play host to an Indian 
side in Madrid, from July 1 to 8 this 
year. But the footballers who will 
make thmr first-ever trip abroad arc, 
strangely, not from either soccer- 
craiy Calcutta or from the football 
firanaries of the south. These under- 
)7s are actually from a State which 
does not even have a recognised 
football association! 

That Dame Luck has really begun 
to smile on St. Anthony's School, a 
Don Bosco organisation in Shillong, 
became evident from the time they 
won the Subroto Cup in their fifth 
an unprecedented move, the Indian 
outing late last year. Thereafter, in 
School Games Federation decided for 
the first time to enter in the world 
schoolboys’ football championship. 
And for the 1979 tournament, their 
choice automatically fell on the 
Subroto Cup winners. 

But St Anthony's victory was no 
flash in the pan. They had worked 
steadily towards success. The moving 
spirit in this attempt was Fr. George, 
whom I met as he was about to 
leave his Head Master’s office in the 
school for breakfast with the boys. 
Despite foregoing the first meal of 
the day for his visitors from Cal¬ 
cutta, Fr. George was as cool as this 
hill resort can be in May. 

“Yes, there is great satisfaction in 
winning this cup,’’ he said, pointing 
at the gleaming trophy behind his 
chair in the well-appointed office. 


“But I feel this is only the begin¬ 
ning. Once these boys return, they 
would certainly . spur the ambitions 
of the others in «ny school. In fact, 
the effect will be felt all over the 
State, because football is taken quite 
seriously here. 

“Do you know, we had to turn out 
best among sixty schools in a dis¬ 
trict-wise selection—just to be able 
to play in the tournament proper? 
In addition, we had to go through an 
inter-institution league among twelve 
teams in Shillong itself. 

"I’m not boasting, but Don Bosco 
here has been leading the field, in 
sports for many years now. 1 joined 
this institution in 1970. Since then, 
I’ve tried to inject more planning 
into our efforts to extract the best 
from these normally talented boys. 
You. take the district schools’ sports 
or cricket or table tennis—^we usu¬ 
ally emerge champions. 

“Of course, we get as many train¬ 
ed coaches as we can for these 
games. And I happen to be secretary 
of the Meghalaya T.T. Association 
which gives the boys additional in¬ 
terest in this game. Besides, we have 
the services of Pankaj Butalia for 
some time every year.” 

npHE LIST OF ACHIEVEMENT.S 
A seemed formidable, so 1 asked 
Fr. George how this came about. 
“You see. there are several schools 
here. But few give due importance 
to sports. There are some that even 
look down on all forms of sporting 
activity as ‘wasteful’. We in Don 
Bosco feel just the opposite. We 
offer ten scholarships for sports each 
year. Each one is of the value of Rs 
200 per month. And they come after 
school fees are waived. This is a 
boon to the boys, most of whom are 
day-scholars. I know the number is 
not too high—considering that there 
are 2,000 students in this school but 
these scholarships do act as incenti¬ 
ves to several boys to do well in 
games, particularly football And we 




Father George with the Subroto Cup . 
in the background. 


take special care for boys who miss 
classes for sports. The footballers 
who succeeded in the Subroto Cup 
were given special classes to make 
up the lessons they missed.” 

This is more than most schools 
across the country would do for 
their studefits. After trying out 
NSNIS coaches for four years, Fr. 
George decided on P. K. Banerjee, 
the former Olympian now guiding 
Mohun Bagan. “The previous train¬ 
ing was rudimentary, to say the 
least”, Fr. George opined. “1 disco¬ 
vered this more forcefully after Mr. 
Banerjee came here. He took charge 
of the boys for 15 days in October 
and then another ten towards the 
end of November last year. This was 
enough for us to win the Subroto Cup 
last December.” 

But neither Fr. George nor the 
footballers are resting on their oars. 
Now that the Central Government 
has agreed to provide the passage 
money and the Schoolgames Federa¬ 
tion of India has decided to bear the 
expenses in Spain, the boys arc go- 
? lag through a rigorous training sene- 
7 dule in Calcutta under the super- 
cD vision of ‘P.K.’ After completing six 
5 weeks training in Calcutta, the boys 
s will go back home at the end of June 
I before emplaning for their first-ever 
■s taste of foreign competition. 

Ol 

Of course, India is not expected to 
do very well there. The Don Bosco 
boys may find they are really child¬ 
ren compared to some of the other 
participants. The age-limit, surpri¬ 
singly, is nineteen. But experience 
abroad, espedally of the latest tech¬ 
niques adopted by some countries, 
will help to mature the.se boys’ foot¬ 
ball sense greatly. 

One can only hope that this expe¬ 
rience will not be allowed to die out 
in the hills, forsaken and forlorn. 
For that would be an injustice to 
the boys and their school 

ARIJITSEN 
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AGE-GROUP SWIMMING 

Thrills 
and spills 

F :e thrilling but rough 

water-polo match between 
Maharashtra and Bengal which the 
Former won 4-3 to bag the title, did 
not exactly provide a fitting finale 
to the Sixth-National Age-Group 
Aquatic Championships, concluded 
at the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
Olympic Pool, Bombay, recently. 

Indeed, the feelings of bitterness 
and rancour that was building up 
between the two teams, arch rivals 
for the swimming honours, found 
vociferous expression on the sixth 
and final day during the water polo 
match. It was not merely the rivalry 
in the pool that excited the passions 
of the home crowd, so much so that 
the police had to be called in to 
maintain law and order and the 
ceremonial march past was cancell¬ 
ed. Inadvertently, Bengal, who 
fielded the second largest contin¬ 
gent, only two less than short to 
hosts Maharashtra’s 75, gave the 
other teams and the home suppor¬ 
ters the impression that their swim¬ 
mers were over-age. 

Ironically, the protests came not 
from Maharashtra but from Uttar 
Pradesh and Kerala. Two Bengal 
swimmers, Samendra Das, who creat¬ 
ed a new record in the heats of the 
100 metres butterfly for boys group 
IV (under 11) and his colleague io 
the same event, Binoy Das. were 
disqualified after the medical panel 
had found them over-age. Later, 
Runu Das (girls group IV) was 
withdrawn after it was established 
that she had taken part in group 
HI (under 13), in the preceding year 
at Madras. 

The manager of the Bengal team, 
Mr Dilip Ghosh, later clarified that 
he had entered Miss Das who hails 
from 24 Parganas, for group 
in but the organisers, going by her 
birth certificate, had asked her to 
swim in group IV. He was given the 
choice of fielding her for group III 
after the protest from Kerala but 
Mr Ghosh said that he preferred to 
withdraw her as most of the events 
in group 111 were completed. 

A part from these unfor 

tunate episodes, Bengal and 
Kerala fared extremely well in the 
championships and together all but 
demolished Maharashtra's monopoly 
in the girls’ events. It may be re¬ 
called that Maharashtra had swept 
all the. age groups in the girls' 
events at the meet held last year 
at Madras. 

Instrumental in Bengal’s success 
in the girls’ events were Ilia Paul 
and Keka Ghosh group I (under 18), 


Aditi Mukherjee and Shankar! 
Ghosh group HI (under 13), Ratna 
Chakraborty, Bula Choudhaiy and 
Sudheshna Khastagir group IV 
(under 11). 

Outstanding for Bengal among the 
hovs was Abhijit Ghosh, who claim¬ 
ed the boys individual championship 
in group II (under 15). He was- a 
cut above the rest in the butterfly. 
Dilip Bagui was impressive in the 
breast stroke in the same category 
while Dibjiyoti Kar proved himself 
far superior in group IV. -Samar 
Mann surprised Ashfaq Raja in the 
too metres butterfly in group III 
with his teammate Shankar Banik 
finishing second. In all, Bengal 
claimed 28 gold medals, and finished 
first in bo.vs’ group II and IV and 
girls’ group I and IV. 

But Maharashtra girls gave some 
of the most dazzling performances 
of the meet. They were formidable 
in group II where the foursome of 
Anita Sood, Persis Madon, Roxanne 



Abhijit Ghosh —best among Bengal 
boys 


Sethna and Mridula Shashtri ac¬ 
cumulated an imposing 118 points 
to give their State the team cham¬ 
pionship in this category. Both Miss 
.Sethna and Miss Madon claimed a 
double each in the backstroke and 
butterfly events respectively, while 
Miss Sood claimed the 100 and 200 
metres freestyle titles shattering 
.senior national records in both. She 
twice bettered the national mark set 
by Rima Dutta of Raja.sthan in the 
100 m tres in 1968 (1:9.4), first in 
the ho-sls (1:9.1) and then in the 
finals (1:8.5) and also broke the 200 
metres freestyle record of Sraita 
Desai by clocking (2:31). She, how¬ 
ever. was beaten to the second place 
in the 400 metres freestyle, but im¬ 
proved the senior national record in 
this event, clocking (5:21). Miss 
Sha.stri, who had claimed nine gold 
medals in last year’s meet, failed fo 
secure a single medal this year but 
added to Maharashtra’s points tally 
bv finishing second or third in most 
of the events. Sonal Nanavati was 
impressive in group III. Maharashtra 
also claimed the title in boys group 
III. 


Maharashtra fiUled to secure a 
single gold in the boys group I but 
Sanjay Chandani, Kaivan Munshi, 
Faizullah Raja and Naval Sonwalla 
gained places to help their State , 
bag the team champion in this 
category. 


K erala too made an impact. 

Though they failed to secure the 
team championship in any group, 
they finished runners-up in the first 
three groups in the girls’ section 
and were a close second to Bengal 
in boys group II. The most out¬ 
standing was the diminutive P. Mad- 
havdas, whose best victory was the 
1,500 metres freestyle for boys 
group II where he scored c^er Ben¬ 
gal’s Hemant Debnath in record 
time. Cbandran Nair, Wilson Cheri- 
an (group II) and Nanda Kumar 
(group IV) were others to shine. 
Geetakuinari, who claimed gruelling 
800 metres freestyle, Tbankamony 
and Ammini, Prasanna Kumari and 
Kanakasunaram (group II), R. S. 
Sheeia and S. Jaya (group'III) 
and A. Lalitha (group IV) were 
fho.se who impressed among the girls. 

While these three States bagged 
the most prizes, there were also dis¬ 
tinguishing performances from other 
States. Manipur's Thoba Singh (boys 
group I) and Kiranmaladevi (girls 
group II) were supreme in the breast 
stroke. Tamil Nadu’s senior national 
silver medallist, T. G. Sendhill beat 
Sri Lanka’s Harendra Hewage to 
claim the 400 metres freestyle but 
lost the 1,500 metres race to Delhi's 
Dharampal. The latter also won 
the 200 metres free.style. Madhya 
Pradesh’s V. Mahajaii bagged three 
gold medals in this group. 

A HEARTENING FEATURE OF 
the meet was the performance 
of rural swimmers competing under 
the banner of the National Instiute 
of Sports. B. Santra bagged two gold 
medals in boys group III to help his 
team finish second in this group. 

The presence of Sri Lanka swim 
mers gave the competition not only 
an international flavour but aslo a 
keener edge. Though fielding a 
small contingent which hardly ex¬ 
ceeded 20, Sri Lanka carried away 
the individual honours in boys' 
group I (Harendra Hewage), in 
girls’ group I (Yasanti Seneviratne), 
girls group IV (Udeshika Biyanwila) 
and tied for top honours in girls 
group II (Kirmaii Wikremesinghe). 
Perhaps their best victories were in 
the 400 and 800 metres freestyle for 
girls group II where Miss Wlckre- 
mesinghe proved that Anita Sood 
could be beaten. Miss Sood finished 
joint first in this group. 

The success of Sri Lanka, who 
failed to win a medal at the Asiad 
last December, only served to high¬ 
light the poor standards in our 
country. The present meet proved 
that there is no dearth of potential. 
What is needed is adequate follow¬ 
up measures which are sadly lack¬ 
ing at present. 

A CORRESPONDENT 


still a 
long way 
to go 


AKHTAR ALI 



CUl^lNDER KUMAR, ENRICO 
O Piperno and Vasudevan, and two 
girls — Amrita and Ann Piswaria. 
rhree other girls — Rina Einy, Geeta 
Kumar and Radha_ Pundit — have 
gone abroad on their own and will 
Join us on the circuit on which we 
oropose to play in Europe. 

Rut things have become very dif¬ 
ficult because most of the competi¬ 
tions there have become satellite 
tournaments and the smaller tourneys 
played in the continent come off only 
on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. 
And there are too many which have 
become satellites. Therefore, one 
has to go through the qualifying 
rounds during which no payments 
are made It’s going to be an expen¬ 
sive tour and I can hope that we 
make, it well. The team I am taking 
has no big names, so they will have 
to really work very hard and do well. 
And the only w?.y players can im¬ 
prove is by winning matches abroad 
and playing more cojppetitions. 

Among the present set of girls, 
Amrita Ahluwaha, the current natio¬ 
nal champion, is undoubtedly the 
best in the country. If she had been 
carefully coached, she would have 
been far better. But being so young, 
she still has the scope of improving. 
Kiran’s younger sister, Anu Peswana, 
who is the junior girls champion, has 
worked hard under her coach Dulara. 

But I think the most talented 
teenagers after Amrita and Anu — 
whom I’ve noticed close — are 
Naresh Kumar's daughter Geeta 
Kumar, Rina Einy (both from Cal¬ 
cutta) and Radha Pandit (Maharash¬ 
tra). All three arc within 14 years 
of age and are very hard-working. 
There are oithers — Zanobia Irani, 
Natai Rangarajan and CMristobel Fer¬ 
nandez (all from Maharashtra), Nir- 
mala Apoarao, Rina Einy’s sister Vida, 
Sonali Mukherjee and Radha Pundit’s 


Ball-boy 
makes it 

T he SPANISH NA-nONAL 

hero, Manuel Santatia, who 
had won the prestigious Wimble* 
don (1966) and Eore-st Hills (1963) 
titles, started out as a ball hoy. 
His club discovered his trenwnd* 
ous potential and gave Um all the 
facilities and training to make a 
great star of the tennis world. 
But expecting such things to hap¬ 
pen in India would seem too far- 
out — tennis in this country is 
for the affluent class. A ball boy 
taking up a tennis career is a rare 
case in this country. Santana has 
set a great example. So why is 
it that efforts are not made to 
hunt for talents from this section 
in India? Even if the ball-boy is 
unable to become a good plajrer. 
he cun always be a marker. As 
NSNIS coach Akhtar AU put it: 
“There is a shortage of markera. 
We should have many more tn 
replace the older onus." 

But efforts in this direction 
were hardly ever mad& Many tal¬ 
ents went to waste because of the 
negligence of officials concerned 
in most disciplines. But if it had 
not been for Jaidip Mukherjea, 
who went on a business trip to 
Jamshedpur in 1976, we would 
have lost yet another talent — 
young Surinder Kumar. 

Jaidip returned to Calcutta and 
Inform^ Akhtar Ali about this 
boy.’ It could not bave been more 
timely, as Akhtar, a week later, 
was on his way to Patna to search 
for talents under the AILTA 
scheme. When in Patna, Akhtar 
was given a list of names of pro¬ 
mising players. And obviously 
Surinder’s name was missing. 
After ail, the affluent section felt 
he was only a ball-boy in a Jam¬ 
shedpur club and ni$ father a 
menial staff at TISCO. To enlist 
young Surinder’s name would 
mean that he would be playing 
with the boys of the elite sooetv. 
Akhtar inquired why Surinder’s 
name was missing. A section 
which didn't want Surinder’a in¬ 
clusion in the camp remarked : 
"Oh, he’s just a ball-boy.". But 
Akhtar was insistent on seeing 


the ywagiter. He toM the Bihar 
Tennis Acthd*t(w> Secretary, Mr 
Sahay. *T have come here to 
searen .onti tale.at8. No matter 
which caste or creed he may he- 
loag to, whether rich or poor, tf hn 
has udeat.he muat be ipven train* 
inc." Mr SAgy readily cune fo^ 
ward to help Akhtar desMte a 
nch-men's lobby objecting to this. 
Surinder was aronght from Jam¬ 
shedpur to .the camp. And what 
was the result?. He was lound 
to be the nHUt- talentad. 

CURINDEH IS NOW UNDER 
w the direct braining of Akhtar 
AU. He is a good athlete and hga 
represented Bihar in the Junlmr 
Basketball Nationals and was’ a 
member of the Rest Off India 
team. Under the coadh 18^ear*old 
Surinder has vastly improved. Be 
has picked up the game well, but 
will have to woric to develop 
speed. After the Patna camp, he 
was Sent directly to Patiala 
coadbing. In mS, he partidpa* 
ted in the Bengal Open and was 
a loser in the final. He was later 
sent to Hopman's school in the 
USA through funds collected from 
wcUrwishers and the GovemmeiR. 
As Akhtar said : “He was a non¬ 
entity before the Patiala camp and 
now he is VeU known in the ten¬ 
nis world. He is a Bihar ranked 
player. Now he’s ranked India 
junior No. 3.” This is what AkMar 
told me the first time when I went 
to the South Club to see Surinder. 
^t in our second meeting a jubi¬ 
lant Akhtar said : "In the latest 
ranking position, Surinder Kumar 
is No. 1 among the junior boys." 

But apart from Akhtar, the man 
behind Surinder was Mr P. N. 
Shankaran, a TISCO offldal and 
the Secretary of the Bihar Basket¬ 
ball Association, who trems him 
just like bis son. Mr Sbankaran 
hears all expenses ■ of this pnor 
boy. Surinder's mentor-godfather 
Imew that, he was a gifted basket- 
hall player and also could have 
represented India in the jun{o^ 
Mrtion but Mr Sbankaran wanted 
him to concentrate on tennis, 
knowing that he would do best 
ID this sport. And how true this 
has turned out to be. The dark- 
complexioned, shy boy is now in 
the jiinior circuit team to Europe. 

SUBHAS SARCAR. Calcutta 


younger sister Bela. I am really 
pleased to see such young talents 
playing very seriouslv. The future 
is sure to be filled with a lot of keen 
competition. 

Amrita and Geeta are both physi¬ 
cally strong. Though Geeta is short 
and stocky, she is by far the best 
mover. Both are double-handed, with 
safe and strong backhands. While 
Radha Pundit Is a very keen player 


and has an all-round game, she is 
not physically strong. Geeta can go 
on playing for long whereas others 
like Rina and Radha. who are youn¬ 
ger than Geeta. cannot. But I expert 
both to be physically much stronger 
within two years. 

G ita kumar has the best 

volley and smash and is a very 
good mover. She is certainly morn 
agile than Rina and Radha. But her 
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main dawback is that she gets tens¬ 
ed up while playing matches. I feel 
That with more tournameDts. she will 
be able to get over this. Rina has a 
very good forehand and backhand 
and. she is very smart on the court 
while playing, while Radha is a more 
finished player. But she is both lazy 
and moody. If she is able to get rid 
of those, she will do much better. 

Till a few years ago, we did not 
have many girls playing tennis in the 
country as then parents were not too 
eager to encourage their daughters 
to take up the game. There were 
ceftaln customs and social constraints, 
too, which posed some problems. 
Thus, competition was limited to the 
few who took up the game - the 
most successful among them winn¬ 
ing the national title. The overall 
.standard was naturally poor. Actual¬ 
ly, there was no talent then. Take, 
tor instance, Nirupama Mankad (nee 
Vasant). There was no talent in her. 
But she had worked hard and that, 
too, under her father. 

To produce a woman champion In 
India is not a difficult task. To dte 
an example I concentrated on Susan 
Das because I felt that she was a 
very hard working girl. And you’ve 
sw*n how Susan became the national 
champion. Like Nirupama, Susan, 
too. had been abroad but she fared 
badly. Kiran Bedi (nee P&swarla) 
was also the national title holder. 
.She faced very little competition. She 
had determination and that turned 
out to be the only asset that helped 
her bcn^mc a national champion. 

Thereafter, women began taking 
some interest in tennis. During Mr 
Dilip Bose’s tenure as BLTA, Secre¬ 
tary hr declined to have the women’.s 
single.s final of the National cham¬ 
pionships on the centre count only to 
make way for the junior boys singles 
final. This hurt their ego. And to 
pacify the angry eves, Mr Bose agreed 
to have the women’s final on the 
centre court the following day. But 
the fact that no one was interested 
in women’s tennis was amply proved 
when their final came off. Believe 
it or not, the number of spectators 
was not more than ten. And that 
included the umpire t<nd officials. So 
one can imagine where eves’ tennis 
was beading to. 

Now girls are taking interest In the 
game. And parents too have chang¬ 
ed with time. There are many girls 
who have come forward to take the 
game seriously, with unprecedented 
encouragement from their parents. 
6d the parents play a major part in 
getting Their daughters involved in 
the game. The best examples are 
provided by the fathers of Kiran and 
Nirupama. But I would like to add 
a word of caution : Parents who do 
not know anything about tennis 
should not interfere with regard to 
coaching of these up-and-coming 
youngsters. 
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Easy for 
Airlines 

I F CROWDS ARE ANY EVIDENCE, 
the Aga Khan Hockey Tourna¬ 
ment held in Bombay was a success. 
But unfortunately, the fare dished 
out during the course of the tourna¬ 
ment was often lack-lustre. It was 
devoid of dull and bordered on being 
a wishy-washy affair. The only ex¬ 
ception perhaps could be the encoun¬ 
ter between Sports Hostel, Lucknow 
and Indian Airlines in the semi-finaL 
It speaks volumes of the abysmally 
low standards of the game percola¬ 
ting in our country today. 

Notwithstanding the crowds, teams 
like Punjab Police, BSF and Mubun 
Bagan preferred to stay awa.v. The 
reason being, as Mr Poonevalla the 
tournament seaetary, said: “Besides 
giving some teams the expenses as 
laid down by the IHF, wc have been 
paying out a certain extra amount as 
incidental expenses to some good 
teams as they are crowd pullers. 
Take Punjab Police, for example, 
every year they want a raise in this 
amount. This year they asked for 
Rs 1500. A staggering amount you’ll 
agree. The committee decided that 
this thing must stop as Punjab Po> 
lice were jacking up the figure every 
year. Also it's not fair to the other 
participating teams." 

Mr Poonevalla said: “We told Pun¬ 
jab Police that we wouldn't pay them 
the said amount this year. Next we 
asked them, how did they agree to 
play In the Bombay Hockey Associa¬ 
tion’s Gold Cup a few weeks earlier. 


They replied, that the BHA had also 
paid them the same figure. When 
we got in touch with the BHA they 
maintained that they had made no 
such payment. We informed Punjab 
Police who replied: “BHA can say 
what it wants as far as wc are concer¬ 
ned we have got the amount from 
the BHA. But we Said sorry, now 
go.” Similarly, teams like Muhun 
Bagan and BSF had demanded show¬ 
ing-up fee to the tune of Rs 2,500 
and Rs 2,000, respectively. 

A NOTHER NOTABLE OMIS- 
sion from the tournament was 
the sight of Ashok Kumar in the 
forward line of the Indian Airlines. 
To what extent the Airlines missed 
him is best known to them. But it 
couldn’t be a great deal as they 
eventually won the Aga Khan Tiu- 
phy, beating ASC, 4-1, in the finals. 
Inquiries with team-members re¬ 
vealed that Ashok Kumar, who had 
captained the Indian team at Perth, 
had opted out of the Aga Khan, be¬ 
cause he was feeling discouraged 
and disheartened. His illusions have 
been shattered, “As a result Indian 
Airlines had to recall Govinda from 
hibernation. But there was no deny¬ 
ing that Govinda was out of touch 
and had a poor tournament. 

Surjit Singh, who won the best 
player trophy, played like a cham¬ 
pion. He was calm and strode like a 
colossus while defending the Airlines 
goal. His anticipation placed him in 
a class above the olhcrs. 

Sports Hostel by far singularly 
won the crowds’ admiration fur their 
sdcntillating display in the field. 
Their forwards moved up and down. 
With remarkable speed, showing 
good understanding their combina 
tion always spelt danger Ui the 
opponents goal. 






Tho Indian Airlines team after they beat ASC in the final. 


Surjit revealed: “Very often when 
one of our forwards ran with the 
ball in the Sports Hostel area, tbetr 
forwards chased our forwards. This 
puzzled our boys. And if our for¬ 
wards wore dispossessed of the ball, 
the Sports Hostel forwards would 
pick the ball and before we knew 
anything they were in our area. 
While our forwards could not reco¬ 
ver immediately and hence were 
left behind, th's put a lot of pressure 
on our defence. The.se boys were 
really Quick,” adding "and with tbn 
crowd supporting the Lucknow side 
most of our young pla.yers became 
neryous and hence played sketchily.” 


But for all their nimbieness the 
Sports Hostel had no finishing. It's 
the goals that count. And in this, 
respect Sports Hostel had very little 
to show. Even though in their match 
against the Airlines, Sports Hostel 
often threw the opponents defence 
off-balance and the pressure for 
most of the time was on the Air> 
lines goal. The Lucknow side mana¬ 
ged to score only three gaols as 
compared to the five against them. 


One of the glaring deficiencies in 
the Spotrs Hostel side was their in- 
abiltiy to convert penalty corners. 


Very often the push-ins were feeablc 
and Inaccuarte. As a result after a 
while everytime Sports Hostel were 
awarded a penalty corner, the Air¬ 
lines never felt the pressure. 

Short of this the Lucknow side 
played good hockey. Most of its 
players are between the age of 16 
and 23. A good sign for Indian hoc¬ 
key. They may not be robust as 
some other players but they made 
up for it with their speed. They 
alone carried the game to the realms 
of thrill and excitement. 

HARESH MUNWANI, Bombay 



hockey pot pourri 

Shama- 
teurism 
and worse 

ASHOK KAMATH 

T he federation interna 

tiouale. de Hockey (FIH) is one 
world sports body that prides itself 
•IS not having “succumbed” to pro¬ 
fessionalism In the game it controls. 
Whether the Fill’s insistence on its 
B2 member-countries not entertain¬ 
ing professionalism among their 
players is a sign of iK failure to 
keep abreast with the changing 
ethos of international sport or whe¬ 
ther the Fill sincerely believes in 
running hockey in its pristine form 
of amateurism is debatable. Perso¬ 
nally. one believes it is high time 
the FIH wakes up to the times and 
sheds its aunt Agatha-like conserva¬ 
tism. 

Be that as it mav, one uses the 
backdrop of the Fill’s commitment 
to amateurism to highlight a grow- 
n» phenomenon of “shamatcurism” 
creeping into Indian hockey. Or 
more specifically, Bengal hockey. 

It is by now a well-known fact 
that competition for hockey titles in 
the Calcutta League is so fierce that 
the affluent clubs often “import” 
players from other Stales and the 
higher the national standing of the 
player, the higher his price. Fair 
enough, according to the laws of de¬ 
mand and supply, the economists 
would tell us, but what is deplorable 
is the manner in which the “inter¬ 
state” transfers of the concerned 
players are handled. 

The rules governing inter state 
transfers stipulate that the player 
seeking transfer should be a resident 
(six months later-six month prior} 
in the jurisdiction of the associa¬ 
tion he is seeking to be transferred 
to. There have been at least a dozen 
instances this season of players 
seeking transfer to the Bengal 
Hockey Association to facilitate par- 
tidpatioii in the three-month BHA 
league but in nine out of ten cases, 
the certificates of residence and em¬ 
ployment furnished were fake. And 
all the cases were aided and abetted 
by top officials of the BHA. 

The IHF ban on three players on 
this score was recently challenged in 
court but it was prematurely with 
drawn by the plaintiffs. Now, the 
BHA is facing a court ca.se, inter 
alia, on the issue of illegal transfers, 
challenged by one of its affiliates. 
Possibly, the only remedy for this 
chronic problems of illegal transfers 
is the introduction of registration of 
players. 



Two of the suspended players — Anzar and Samshad 

IT .SEEMS THAT THERE ARE NO the Bombay Hotkey Association 
a takers to host this year's Junior backed out of its coinmitmcnt to 
National Hockey Championship after the same. Till the day of writing, 


Where are 
the Drona- 
charyas? 

'THE MAHABHARATHA HAS IT 
t that Ekalavya, the plebian 
who aspired to become a great 
marksman, sought the guidance 
of Dronacharya, the official peda¬ 
gogue to the Pandavas. But be¬ 
cause of bis 'lowly' birth, he 
could not be coached in the art 
of archery by the one and only 
Drona. 

Many young sports enthusiasts 
who do not want to confine their 
sports enthusiasm to the vica- 
nous but rather at the level of 
participation, often find them¬ 
selves in a plight.similar to that 
suffered by Ekalavya of yore. 

Let's face it: How many bud¬ 
ding sportsmen and women (or 
rather sportsboys and sportsgirls) 
In this country have access to a 
qualified coa<± to train them 
along ‘scientific’ lines in the dis¬ 
cipline they wish to persue ? 

In some countries, this handi¬ 
cap is to an extent lessened by 
various expert coaches bringing 
out books on the game of their 
specialisation. I for one know that 
the shelves in the British Council 
library in Madras has at least six 


to eight bobks and coaching ma¬ 
nuals on hockey. India is as yet 
to catch up with this do-il-your- 
self, Irarn-it-yoursclf, Jack-of-all- 
trades-master-of-all culture. But 
Orient Publishers decided to intro¬ 
duce a book on hockey in their 
“better...." series, called “better 
hockey” by English Hockey As¬ 
sociation official coach. Geoff 
Poole. 

Which, by itself, is not a bad 
thing. The paperback edition of 
this book is moderately priced 
(Bs. 6.50), with a hundred odd 
photographs osten.sibly to help the 
ward visualise the written ins¬ 
tructions. Hut the problem is that 
no effort has been made to make 
manual relevant to the Indian 
reader and Indian conditions. The 
book was specifically written for 
the Briti.sh enthusiast and hence, 
lines like hockey is a winter sport 
that you need two pairs of hockey 
shoes to two different seasons and 
the like abound. 

The publishers would have done 
well to get a panel of hockey coa¬ 
ches. Preferably former interna¬ 
tionals from the country, to write 
about the specific positions (hey 
shone in. They would be more 
meaningful to the Indian reader. 

But all said and done, one is 
slightly sceptical about these 
genre of self-instruction books. 
Simply because a good rcccipe 
bonk does not make one an expert 
cook. 


A K. 
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Sahni to be 
ousted 7 

A FORMER INDIAN HOCKEY 
Federation President and Pre¬ 
sident of the Maryana Obrmpic 
Association, Mr. P. N. Sahni, seems 
on his way out of the management 
world. 

The President of the Haryana 
Hockey Assodation and also of 
the Haryana Cricket Assodation 
till recently — despite the guide¬ 
lines to the contrary envisaging 
presidentship of not more ttian 
one sports organisation — has 
siecc been removed from the lat¬ 
ter. Spedally with the Intention 
of “throwing him out” as the HOA 
Secretary Mr Partap Singh puts 
it: a general body meeting has at 
ready been called for June 10 at 
Ambala. The meeting is taking 
place after a lapse of about two 
years. The spedhc agenda for the 
forthcoming meeting is “the elec¬ 
tion of tlm new office-bearers of 
HOA” besides other items. 

According to Mr Partap Singh. 
Mr Sahni is running the HOA as 
his personal "jagir” and for his 
“pleasure trips". He does not take 
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ianybo^- 

tha HOA tirts as gm M <^hoct 
aihce the Janaita Pa^ tobk pvmr 
two years hiKli.. ■ .'*r 

TNCajENTALLYi fARtAP 
1 Singh, son of the Hcrygoa 
Chief Ministtf, % Oeyi lal, 4oi| 
not know BtHnit evM. ^ leiifi 
membership thmufa be maintains 
that a majority of affihated units 
have requisitioned the fcpei-ffi 
ho^ meeting. In fact, interested 
police offidala are understood to 
^ working for the ouster of Mr 
Sahni and have pre^uriMd m 
Partap Singh to call the meeting. 

Mr Partap Singh was elected 
Secretary in place of Mr Surinder 
Singh, eon of the former Defence 
Minister, Mr Bans! Lai. Ihe lat¬ 
ter had resigned the secretarydiip 
following the defeat of the Con¬ 
gress in 1977. It means that the 
HOA has remained in^ the hands 
of politidans and continnes to be- 
so even now. 

Mr Sahni, it is to be recalled, 
had been a big name in sports as 
hockey always remained in the 
news. Re had also fou^t a long 
legal battle with the present IHP 
boss, Mr M.A.M. Ramaswamy. 

ASHOK KAMATH 


there was no indication of any 
State assuriatiun coming forward 
with a concrete proposai to hold 
the junior champion.ship. 

One reason why this year’s Junior 
National attained great signifirance 
IS because of tlie proposed visit to 
this country bv a Pakistan junior 
outiil. The tour had been slated for 
the third week of June but from 
indications available, it may not 
come off at all. An Lducation 
Ministry source claimed that no in¬ 
formation of the proposed tour by 
a Pakistan junior team had been re¬ 
ceived. A wire-service report from 
Pakistan eailier claimed that the 
Pakistan side "looked forward to the 
tour”. Come to think of it, it’s ju.st 
as Wi'll that the tour did not come 
off—considering the preparations for 
it that have been made thus far. 

And then there is the junior 
World Cup tourney in Paris next 



JHf l*rcsidmt M.A.M. Ramaswamy... 
QUO vadls ? 


August. One has heard of the old 
story about lack of planning well 
in advance being the bane of Indian 
sport '! 

T HAVE NEVER ACCUSED THE 
A IHE of having two via's — fore- 
tlioughi and iin.igination and my 
beliet on this score has been fur¬ 
ther strengthened by the fact that 
while Pakistan have already got 
their dates for their Champion.® Cup 
ratified bv the FIH at the last meet¬ 
ing at Perth, India still has been 
dillydallying and shilly-shallying 
about when she hoffes to hold the 
Bene Fiank Tournament. 

Pakistan has confirmed that she 
will liold ihc Champions Cup Tour¬ 
nament from .lanuary 4 to 11 next 
year. Which means that India's 
Bine Flank tourney will have to be 
Held dining the week prior or after 


the Pak tourney. But the IHF'.s 
•representative’ at Perth Mr Karlar 
Singh (who had actually gone to 
Perth to peddle hockey sticks and 
sports equipment) did not find it fit 
to make a commitment on the is.suc. 

As of date, seven couniries have 
agreed to participate in the Rene 
Frank scheduled to be held “some¬ 
time in Dec. ’78-Jan. ’79”. confirma¬ 
tion is awaited from West Germany, 
the USSR and Poland. Belgium and 
Argentina have reportedly declin¬ 
ed the invitation to participate. 
What mikes Belgium's non-partid- 
pation all the more baffling is the 
fact that the tournament is named 
after he debonair Belgian president 
of the FIH. Mr Rene Frank. 

The proposed Indian tour of Kenya 
may not come off at all, according 
to a sovee close to the IHF top- 
brass. One of the reasons cited is 
that the Government is reluctant to 
release “adequate” foreign exchange 
for the trip. One hopes that the 
terms and conditions of undertaking 
the tour is laid down well in ad¬ 
vance by the Union Education 
Ministry in conjunction with the 
Reserve’ Bank of India to see that 
unnecessary confusion is avoided in 
the last minute. One is particularly 
wary because the experience of the. 
hockey team to Perth is still fre.sh 
memory. At the lllh hour, foreign 
exchange sanctioned was denied be¬ 
cause the RBI decided to release 


only a fourth part of the amount 
initially sanctioned. 

The Punjab Hockey oifidaldom 
imbroglio, to all appearances, has 
been resolved. The last of the pen¬ 
ding court cases involving the two 
factions of the Punjab Hockey As¬ 
sociation (PHA) has recently been 
witKdrawn by one of them. 

The PHA has been one of the 
most faction-rtdden State associa¬ 
tions. The PHA was registered for¬ 
mally in 1961 after about 35 years 
of its existence. 

In 1975, it was splintered after 
Prithipal Singh got his breakaway 
group registered in Ludhiana (the 
older PHA was registered in Juiluri- 
der) but after the then secretary of 
the earlier body quit, Mr Prithipal 
Singh “mergered" with the original 
body. Hardly had a couple of 
years passed when fresh infighting 
(reported in Sporlsworld) broke out 
leading to two Punjab State teams 
turning up for the last National 
championship at Hyderabad. 

While one can only speculate the 
sudden volte face on the part of 
Mr Prithipal Singh, who all of a 
sudden decided to holster his smoc¬ 
kin’ guns, earlier this month, one 
hopes that this is the last we have 
heard of the Punjab Hockey Asso 
dntion infighting and rival claimants 
to the guardianship of this glorious 
game in that State. 



News: International 


Aztecs 

net 

Cruyff 

J OHAN CRUYFF, 32, HAS JOIN- 
ed Los Angeles Aztecs on a 
contract which is reported to be 
worth C’s milliqn to the former 
Dutch World Cup star. 

Aztecs coach Rinus Michels, who 
worked with Cruyff for 10 years 
at Ajax and Barcelona, said: 
“Naturally I’m delighted at the 
prospect of %vorking vnth Johan 
again. 

“No one can do more with the 
ball, read the game better or has 
a better instinct for making the 
right move in the right situation. 

“From the American si»ctators’ 
viewpoint, I think that Cruyff can 
bring more to the game than even 
Pete, 

Pele—-con Cruyff surpass him ? 


“You must remember that Pete 
came to the States late in his 
career. Cruyff is still at the top 
and can still demonstrate the 
skills that have made him the 
world’s greatest player." 

Larry Friend, the Aztec presi¬ 
dent, added: "Los Angeles deser¬ 
ves a soccer, superstar, and now 
it has one. We will be the show¬ 
case for the top player in the 
world.” 

Cruyff announced his retirement 
last year—but then went on an 
exhibition tour with New York 
Cosmos. 

During a distinguished 14-year 
career in Europe, he ted his teams 
to six league titles, three Euro¬ 
pean Championships and one club 
world championship. In 1974, he 
captured Holland to the finals of 
the World Cup. 

He was named European Play¬ 
er of the Year three times and 
Dutch Player of the Year live 
times—and was also named the 
outstanding player of the 1974 
World Cup. 


Holland 

unlucky 

again 

H olland and Argentina 

turned the clock bade 11 
months in Berne on the night of 
May 22 when they clashed in a 
re-run of the World Cup final. The 
result was a goalless draw, but 
Argentina, who woo 3-1 in Buenos 
Aires, were again successful—in 
the penalty-kick decider. 

The -Dutch obviously felt thc^ 
had a score to settle in this 
friendly arranged to mark the 
'75th anniversary of FIFA and 
they certainly had chances to 
clinch the match. 

A brilliant first 45 minutes, with 
both teams at their sharpest, bad 
the 24,000 fans spellbound, but as 
in the World Cup final, 90 minu¬ 
tes could not separate these two 
finely-matched teams. 

Some of the names had chan¬ 
ged, mokt notably Argentina’s. 
Their World Cup goal hero, Mario 
Kempes, cried off at the last mo¬ 
ment, but there was fierce com¬ 
mitment with both sides playing 
for their pride. 

A goalless draw would have 
been a fitting result. Although the 
Dutch had created the better 
chances. Argentina had defended 
skilfully. They have also found an 
exciting young star of the future 
in Diego Maradona, 18. 

FIFA, however, demanded a 
result, much to the disgust of 
Argentine manager Cesar Menotti. 

The hectic penalty competition 
which ensued, which Argentina 
finally won 8-7, excited the crowd 
but had little real significance. 

A header by Nee.skens and a 
volley by Rep both went agoni¬ 
singly dose for Holland in the 
first half, white Bertoni brought 
the best out of Dutch reserve 
goalkeeper, Doesburg. 

The pace slackened in the se¬ 
cond half with a series of sub¬ 
stitutions—three for each team— 
upseting the balance. 

HoDand. — Doesburg; Jansen 
(Metgod), Stevens, Hovenkiamp, 
Krol, Poortviiet. Peters, Rep, 
Neeskens. Kist (Peters), Tahamata 
(van de Kerkof) 

Argentina.—Fillol; Villaverde, 
Tarantini, Olguin, Caltego, Passa- 
rella, Bertoni (Houseman), Ardi- 
Iles, Luque (Barbas), Maradona, 
Ortiz (Oviedo). 






Never say no to 





Pam 
Shriver: 
Watch out 
for her 

TED SMITS 


S HE IS ALL LEGS AND ARMS— 
six feet tall and only 17 years 
old with a winning, elfish smile. The 
tennis people who know what they 
are talking about say that it is only 
a matter of time—maybe only a 
little time—before she will domi¬ 
nate the world of women’s tennis. 

She is, of course, Pam Shriver, 
who came almost out of nowhere to 
reach the finals of the United States 
Open Tennis Championships in the 
new New York City stadium at 
Flushing Meadows before 18.000 
only to lose eventually to Chris 
Evert, age 23, after a battle that 
really didn’t show in the .scores: 7-5, 
6-4. In the process she made leap¬ 
ing backhand shots that looked Im¬ 
possible and smashes as hard as any 
man's. Furthermore, she has a 
sense of humour and a sense of fair 
play that is most refreshing. She is 
still an amateur which meant that 
she did not accept the $ 19,000 due 
her as runner-up. 

Once when a line call went in her 
favour against Chris Evert and^ the 
crowd jeered, it was Pam who* rai- 
.sed her hand as if to say “Cool it”. 
Once when she made a surprising 
shot for a crucial point she raised 
her hand again as if to say : “Thank 
you, up there in heavea’’ 

Says Ed Fabricus of the United 
States Lawn Tennis Association: 
“Pam is rcallv an athlete. Chris 
Evert is a technician who makes 
all the shots you expect her to make. 
She has ability and strength and 
should in time be taking over iu the 
world of tennis. Furthermore, she 
has a great personality. She reallv 
ejijoys herself.’’ 

Says Vnil Grimsley of The Asso¬ 
ciated Press: “She’s as leggy as a 
newborn colt, a kinky haired school¬ 
girl playing with an outsize racket 
but perfectly poised and cool as a 
oopsickle. You’ll be cheering her and 
enjoying her freshness for years to 
come. Pam Shriver is the brightest 
sparkle to hit the tennis scene in 
years.” 

Says Susba B Adams in “Tennis 
World”: “Nothing prepared us for 
the maturity, poise, humour and po¬ 


wer that Shriver showed in her ma^ 
velous run to the final of the U.S. 
Open.” 

P AM SHRIVER, HOWEVER, IS 
only the best of an amazing new 
crop of young American female 
tennis stars. By the time the third 
round of the U.S. Open was over, 14 
of the remaining 32 were teenagers. 
Pam, incidentally, was seeded only 
No. 16. 

She first showed her class a little 
earlier at Wimbledon where inex¬ 
perience cost her a match against 
the redoubtable Sue Barker after 
bolding three match points. Then 
rite proved it thoroughly in the 
semi-finals at the U.S. Open when 
she knocked off Martina Navratilova, 
the Wimbledon champion, in a match 
crammed with drama. Martina stood 
at match point four times in the 
first set, 5-4, and 6-5, but each time 
Pam hit a winner. One was a slash¬ 
ing backhand volley and one a lun¬ 
ging forehand volley down the line. 
'The crowd went wild, sensing an 
upset. When Pam went to set point 
6-5 she put a backhand at Martina’s 
feet for the tie breaker. In the se¬ 
cond set, Martina shook off three 
match points but Pam took the se¬ 
cond tie-breaker seven points to 
three. 

So it was that Pam went through 
the tournament without losing a set 
until she finally had to bow to Chris 
Evert. She could laugh when it was 
all over. “I never played so well 
three days in a row,” she said. “I 
never played like, this well, one day 
in a row.” 

She gave the crowd a laugh, too. 
Chris Evert took an extraordinarily 
long point which had Pam running 
back and forth Uke a ball being 
bounced between two walls and 
when Evert finally scored a drop 
shot, Pam collapsed her lanky frame 
behind the baseline in a kind of 
mock salute to excellence. Then she 
brushed back her hair, blew out her 
cheeks, and saved off a second Evert 
match point. 

.So she went back to her high 
school in Lutherville, Maryland, and 
said: “I am not impatient. I can 
wait.” Pam hoped she could go back 
as an ordinary school girl, ignored 
by most people but it didn't work 
out that way. “A lot of people recog¬ 
nize me now,” she sa.v.s, “and 1 get 
a lot of letters asking for my auto¬ 
graph. At school it isn’t too bad. 
I've got a great relationship with 
the teachers and students and 1 keep 
a low profile.” 

She is coldly realistic without any 
trace of naivity or boa.stfulncss. “The 
win against Martina was the match 
of my life,” she says. “And I had a 
very good match against Chris. I 
was very nervous. But 1 was pleased 
with the way I played. I’ve looked 
at the films of the match and 1 knoty 
I can beat Chris. But I'd have to 
play the match of my life.” 



Shiiver. Matter of lime? 


A S FOR THE FUTURE SHE SAYS: 

"1 just want to work on my 
strength. Because of my height 1 
should have the best serve in tennis. 

1 feel I’m close to that. My volley’s 
another important part ot the game 
and I have to work on niy approach 
shots. When you come to the net as 
much as I do, ground strokes are 
critical." 

Her roach is Tom Candy, an Aus¬ 
tralian who has been working with 
Pam for seven of her 17 years and 
is one of the best in the business. 
Says he; “No one ever won big with 
iust whacking a serve. It’s the follow¬ 
up to the serve. You’ve got to take 
the first volley sooner.” This strategy 
showed all to well at the Open when 
she tore off unbeaten set after set. 

As Mi.ss Adams said in “Tennis 
World": “Shriver launched herself 
into net behind a towering serve 
that bit deep and wide in the corner 
of the deuce court and down the 
centre of the ad court. She pounced 
on high, weak returns like some 
giant cat, taking the first volley 
closer to the ne.t than any other 
player in the tournament and poun¬ 
ded them away deep and hard. Her 
overhead was solid, unrcturnable... 
Once at the ne.t her long legs, long 
arms and big racket served to reach 
sideline to sideline and her volley 
reflexes and instincts sliarpeoed by 
hours with Candv and the doubles 
.she loves to play won her point blank 
exchanges with the likes of Naviati- 
lova.” 

True a month or so later she was 
a disappointment. Pam and JS-year- 
old Tracy Austin were given the 
honour of defending the famous 
Wiglitman Cup against England in 
London, but the two teenage prodi¬ 
gies wete able to pick up only one 
point in five appearances over three 
days. Pam .seemed frozen by nerves 
in the plush, red velvet Albert Hall 
as she lost to Michele Tyler in three 
sets. Perhaps it was too much school 
work that undid her. Bui Pam took 
that in her stride. You will be hear¬ 
ing much in the future fiotn Pam 
Shriver. 
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Crossword 


(jfidman 


rACROSS! 

1 And 5 Ac in cricket, the umpire's 
signal that a wide has been 
bowled (4, 10) 

5 See 1 Ac 

7 Always (4) 

8 Ward off (5) 

10 Most superior toys ? (4) 

13 One who shoots with a bow and 
arrows (6) 

14 English county (6) 

17 — and crafts (4) 

19 The name of a horse competing 
in a race (5) 

21 Equipment for faithful sound- 
reproduction (2-2) 

22 A relay torch-race In ancient 
Greece (10) 

23 Legiiaction over a card set ? (4) 

[DOWN! 

1 An attendance and active partici¬ 
pation of a player in a match (10) 

2 The traditional ultimate article in 
betting (5) 

3 Fool with playing card ? (5) 

4 Two ‘ducks’ by one batsman in a 
single match (4) 

6 — Guineas Oaks, a horse race in 
the UK (5) 

9 Mutual respect and liking among 
the members of a side (4, 6) 

11 In Rugby, not in the scrummage 
(4) 

12 Bet on horse (4) 

15 Runner (5) 

16 Complain about lashing for a boat 
in deck ? (5) 

18 Points in the wall game (5) 

20 This miss is one that Is almost a 
hit (4) 


(Solutions next week) 


Question box 


lA Viiav.ii> 

B. K. Ravim, Bangalore. 

Q : Who took the first hat-trick in 
Test cricket? 

A: F. R. Spotforth for A'istralia vs 
England at Melbourne in 1878*79. 
Mano| Shankar, Gorakhpur. 

Q: What is the Test batting recoid 
of Roy Fredericks ? 

A: In 59 Tests, Fredericks has 
scored 4,334 runs at an average of 
42.49. Ha has hit eight Test centuries. 

K. Srinivaa, Anakapalle. 

Q: What is the Test batting record 
of R. B. Simpson ? 

A: In 62 Tests, Simpson has 
scored 4,869 runs at an average of 
46.81. He has hit 10 centuries. 

Q. 8. Os, M. Rahman and 
D. Sengupta, Burdwan. 

Q: How many Bengalis have play¬ 
ed official Test cricket for India? 

A: Bengalis who have played Test 
cricket for India are; S. N. Banerjee, 

S. S. Banerjee, N. Choudhury, S. Guha, 
A. Roy. P. Roy, P. Sen and A. 
Sengupta. 

Sadananda; Imphal. 

Q : What Is the Test bowling recoro 
of Lance Gibbs ? 

A: In 79 Tests, Gibbs has taken 
309 wickets at 29.09 a piece. 

D. Qhoah, KrUhnagar. 

Q : Has New Zealand ever won a 
Test series against India'/ 

A: New Zealand has never won a 
Test series against India. 

S. M. Rahman, Patna. 

Q: What Is the date of birth ot 
K. D. Ghavri and when did he play 
his first Tost ? 

A: Ghavri’s dale of birth is Feb¬ 
ruary 28, 1951. He played his first 
Test in 1974-75 against West Indies In 
the third Test at Calcutta. 


(SOLUTION TO CROSSWPRD NO. 181 



R. P. Mahato, Durgapur. 

Q: What Is the Test batting record 
of PankaJ Roy? 

A : In 43 Tests, P Roy has scored 
2,441 runs at an average of 32.54. 
He has hit five Test centuries. 

S. C. Bhattacharya, Kalyannagar. 

Q; How many Test centuries did' 
W. Q. Grace score ? 

A: W. Q. Grace hit two Test 
centuries. 

B. Chandrasekhar, Calcutta. 

Q: How many wickets has Jim 
Laker taken In Tests ? 

A; In 46 Tests, Laker took 193 
wickets at 21.23 a piece. 

P, Hazra, Bankura. 

Q: What Is the Test record ot 
Richie Benaud ? 

A; In 63 Tests, Benaud has scored 
2.201 runs at an average of 24.45. 
He has hit three centuries. He has 
also taken 246 wickets at 27.03 a. 
piece. 


Quit 
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QUESTIONS 

1. In cricket Duck stands for zero. 
But what is a 'golden duck'? 

2. What is "rotation" In volleyball ? 

3. What does "boast" mean in 
squash rackets ? 

4. What does "eagle'' stand (or in 
golf ? 

5. Who is "Number 8" in rugby 7 

6. In athletics, who is called the 
"anchorman"? 

7. In basketball to "cage" means 
- What? 

8. What Is a "bird” In badminton? 

9. "Hooking" is illegal in hockey. 
What is It? 

10. ‘‘Tram lines" on tennis court I 
What are they ? 

ANSWERS 
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dec.laii.'i nan draw tnimpr. and give up a 
tieart. 1 hen his |ij,sing club goes away 
o'l lummy's long heart. 

1 ..I'd week's quir South deals with 
♦ 0 6.i'v'')974034AK09S and 
open,', OIK' club Altbi a pa.ss by V'.'t'',! 
Morih tnrtes with two diamonds. Twt. 
possiliildii", lor South are ? MI and two- 
heirls, but I di'.like suggesting a balariroti 
h.ind wlien I Imvt; not got one, and I am 
not happy with tlio idi'a ot intiodin.ing 
bad suits wtien partnei is known to be 
strong. Hearts will nol be the right 
tnimp suit unless paitnei is piepaied tn 
bid'll liimselt. With a lattiei indiflerent 
iipoiiifig bid I would prcler tliree-clubs, 
eniph.-isisinq whoic my strength (sucti 
as it I'.) lies. 

Hi", w. nk's qm/. at love all South deals 
and hold-. ♦ none ^;7AKJ ?K4';C> 
A ,1 n b .1 ♦ K Wlidl should he open > 


'Chess 


lor thC' srii-'ial etiterlainment of thor,e 
who like unU'jUal op'jnmg lines I offei 
this weuk two examples of the i atvian 
(nr (-iii'io Counter) Hambit.'taken horn 
till; hulleliii', ('.vhif h contain IHI sulected 
name,) ot the rcs'ent Lloyds Bank 
Ma.'-tei,. I hey brought the Austrian 
playei Kiiiderniann a win and a loss, 
vdiK ti mil’.I lu- eo'i'jideied a very tan 
ii'liiin tiom .1 qaml.it oO despised by 
tlieori'liciari'C In Ibe first h'J hit bai k 
with a small riniiiloiall.ork aftoi White 
had overplayed Ins liand, but in the 
■jl'i Olid Bl.ack's lack ol d.'velopnient was 
incisively punished by Paul Littlewood. 
who went on to share fir,st place in the 
louiriaineni with Peters (USA) and 
Raritanen (Finland) with TJ/IO. 

Wtiile C. Crouch; Qliick S. Kindotinann. 
Ltiiviap (kii'iliil (Lti.vdb Dank Masters, Lon[i.nn, 
19/8} 

t P-K4,P-K4; 2 KI-KBJ,P-KB4 

S Px P .. . 

1 Kl X P as n the ;,econd namn, is held to be 
die best 

3 ...P-KS; 4 Kt-KS, Kt-KB3 

5 P-Q4, P-Q3; • Kt-B4, BxP 

7 Kt-K3.B-Kt3; I P-KR4T... 

ih.s exlravdiKinl adv.inne tannol he iiistini'd. 
ti.r tu.i. k\ npenieii play has i learly been a 


S ... P-Q4; 


• P-QB4, Kt-B3 


IOKt-B3.PxP; 1tP-es,Kt-K4 
13 KtxBP.KtxKt; 13BxKt,P-OR3 
I4B-K3. B-Q3; ISP-RS, B-KB4 


While wOTi a iMwn at the < osl ol developinent 
and his pawn slrooture. Nnw he nnisl 'aillor 
lor til.' t'arlief indistri'lions 

33 . .. Kt X P; 33 B X Kl, Q X B 

24 R-R2, Q-KKtt; 3S R - Kt2. R x Pch 

25 R X R, B X B; 37 O - Q4. R • Kl 
33 R - KI3, B - RS; 31 O - 02, O - R7 
30 Ratigni 

White P.Uttl«waad;Olai k S.KIndermann. 

Latvian fianiliil (Lloyds Bank Masters. Londne. 
19/8) 

1 P-K4, P-K4; 2 Kt'KB3,P'KB4 

3 Kt X P, Q - B3i 4 P - 04, P ~ 03 
S Kt-B4, PxP; 6 B-K2, 0-B2 
7 Kt-B3,Kt-KB3; 3 B-KIS,0KI-02 
3 Kt-KtS, K-OI 

Blai k's '.y.sleei lia'. i eilanily tailed in this i ase 
Brinqimi the Oueen prenialiirflly into play h.T. 
finned tt'e i o ordination ol Ins forces 

130 - 03,B-K2; 11 3 - 0 - 3, P - OKU 

12 Kt-K5t... 

A pie.-e IS .Mtr nfired to nperi up the rontie and 
expose (tie enemy Kinq 

12 . .. P X Kt; 13 P X P, Kl - Kit 

14B>Kt4, BxB; 1S0xBch,0-K3 

13 Q-B4. P-KR4; 17 B x Kt, B x B 
13 0xP, R-KM; 13 0-B3, K-K1 
20 Ktx Pch, K-OI; 21P-KS,KI-B3 
23 P X B, Raiign* 

Competition G397. Sniiitior' next week 
t3tdt k 



m 


13 R-R4, 0-0; 


17 P-KKtO, Kt-02 


10 R-R1, Kt-K4; 1IB-K2,B-02 
20 Kt X P, Q - K2; 21 Kl x B, P x Kt 

22 K-B1 . .. 


White 

How did Wtiilo (onrlude his aitark? 

Solution to 6300 (Stoen-Webh, Birming¬ 
ham, 1070). (fl/1br2lfpr/4R3/SP21bBS/4P3/ 
PP02P3..'2KR3q - Biach to play.) 'Ari'.i"' 

Histiop and tirwjk leitleiy , .men.ii inp. In.I V'l.'I'l. 
pave linn no < ham e I.. use it H. pl.iy.-il 
2/ . 0 » Hi 111, ar.d Wtuie re'.i.in.-d 28 0 < 0 

ailnwnd rS li > Bt I', 29 r. Ixil, b U8 anil 
28 K X 0 I..SI lu 28 H Bill I', 29 (.' K'r. 
D X Ol h ell 

Problem No 1000. fulul lOn iTxt WJ I’k 

S. Lewmann (i'lldha 

(KB6./r.Q3B2/2r1P3/&kP1/6;3P1q2;b4RR1/> 
Sr2 - 0 white men; 0 blech.) 

Wluti.' to pl.iy and rri.itr in two mnxe 

Solution to No tOSO (Criatoffanini). (1NtK4/ 
3QpBB1/2p2p2/4h3/p2r2p1/btnPnNt/q2R4/ 
1b2R3-mateln two.) 1 B - BBtlhreat 2Px Fi) 
(.1)1 H-Klr.,2 0 B7,(h)l R(0:.).0FiK. 

2 0 Kfi, (. )l R hS, 2 0 BSlhewilh 
drawal nt Ihti Rook unpire. (tie Oueen and 
creatu;, inlerfereni es 





























'Sbur favourite 


LONGER LIFE! 
BETTER REBFQBMANCE! 
EASIERBIDE! 




Longir lift: Far Ratdsttr M 
Danlop usat a naw. radically iai- 
pravad rubber compouad-Farnula 
99, far langar traad mar. langar 
iifa. Making it tougher than aver 
bafere 

Strongtrbtad: Readstar 99’t 
naw. ramfarcad bead tniwM 
better perfoimanca in today's 
tough conditions. 


/■' 




Mora comfortabla rida: in 
addition, you have Roadster 99't 
well known traad pattern datign* 
ad for mininium rolling rasis- 
taace. Means easier riding, more 
comfort for you 


^nVJNTEsOF 




from the people who always 
give you the best in tyres. 







V t . 


Like Wjlls Filter. 

Filter and tobacco perfectly 
matched Taste that truly 
salisfies-time after time. 

Millions of smokers wouldn’t 
have It any other way. 

« ; wafeFIfter.tWteiprfwaiiKiii 

'' r- ft»edit-yoii Stay With It. 

[ iul! / India’s largest-selling 
3f^L_ filter cigarette 


-1 




I® 




WIUSFIL 
FSieraiidtoiMccop^ 


Maximum nriri* Rc ') Vkfnr in riihMiii*iwM.4mMyi 


STATUTORY WARNING 

CIGAREHE 

SMOKING 

IS 
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ectators don’t know 
so; Two-page 
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ONEY FfUSKIN 

imbtedon preview : 
again ? 


CLUSfVE! 

Tacts from Graham 
iop's 'Lambs to the 
ughter' 

r CLUB 

th in our serial on 
^tbait clubs ^. 








Only for those 
who like to be sure 



The VIP label. Your guarantee 
of comfort and confidence 
Confidence that your anatomy 
demands from scientifically 
designed underwear. 

Made from the choicest fabric. 

With the softness, the smoothness . 
and the feel that gives the VIP feeling 


CASHH I 144 



Durable underwear from W. 

A complete price range... 
because every person is important. 


1 ^ 


UNDERWEARS 
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'Sbur favonrite Ijfie 

KBW 




LONGER LIFE! 
BETTER FERFQBMANCE! 
EASIERRDE! 




Longer life: For Roadster 99 
Dunlop uses e new, radicelly im¬ 
proved rubber compound-Formula 
99, for longer treed wear, longer 
life. Making it tougher than aver 
before. 

Stronger bead: Roadster 99's 
new. reinforced bead ensures 
better performance in tidsy's 
tough conditions. 


More comfortable ride: in 
oddition. you have Roadster 99's 
well known traad pattern design- 
od for minimum rolling resis¬ 
tance. Means easier riding, more 
comfort for you. 


^JOWr^JLOF 




From the people who always 
give you the best in tyres. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Insult to 
wrestling 

W HO ARE THE ORGA- 
niscrs of the freestyle 
wrestling which takes place 
every Sunday evening at the 
Netaji Indoor Stadium, Cal¬ 
cutta ? The mock fight 
which takes place in the ring 
Ls a real insult to the game. 

Dara, is no longer the 
"world champion". 'Who 
gave him this title? Only 
God knows. Or has he taken 
it himself ? .Some foreigners 
arc also taking part in thi.s 
mockery. Ale, they real 
wrestlers 7 

The (Jovernment has kept 
m,vsteriously quiet ♦ in this 
matter and has not taken any 
step.s to stop this farce. 
This should be stopped at 
once, for the organisers are 
plainly fleering the public. 

Last of all, I would ask 
Sportsworld to take a close 
look at this matter and let 
the public know who are the 
real people behind this. 

svam SAMANTA, 
Calculla. 

Wrong yardstick 

I WAS Bim^RLY DIS- 
1 appointed at India's dis¬ 
play at the recent Perth In¬ 
ternational hcKkey tourna¬ 
ment. U.N.I. quote's Clau¬ 
dius, India's former Olym¬ 
pian captain and Manager 
of this team as saying that 
the Indian .side lacked guts, 
determination and did not 
play accoiding to instruc¬ 
tions. Bad umpiring decisions 
and the ‘novelty’ of astrotuit 
Were quoted as contributory 
factors in our downfall. 
Well, now we know the rea- 
.sons and Claudius adds a 
plea for a National Institute 
to solve our problems. 

What are the necessary 
qualificatioas fur appointing 
Manager for such an event 
r the Olympics ? How is 
Ip final choice made jf there 
e .several candidates 
iust the candidate he an 
'lympian oi an Olympian 
aptain. or both ? 

Maybe readers will rearh 
I cunriusiuu utter reading 
the rest of my letter. Maybe 
the slectors lor this prestigi¬ 
ous appointment will have 
second thoughts too — who 
knows? All that I am in¬ 
terested in is that we reach 
the top of the ladder again, 
and that without delay. 


This is nut a quiz although 
it could be. How many of 
your readers will remember 
the name of a Calcutta side 
which though occupying a 
lowly position in the hockey 
ieagiic table were referred 
to as "Giant killers" in that 
all too forgotten memorable 
Beigbton Cup in the very 
early ’3as. It contained one 
Olympian only — the In¬ 
comparable R. J. Allen. Dis¬ 
cerning readers will conclude 
that the team referred to 
was the Calcutta Port Com¬ 
missioners. Yes, he was the 
world's greatest golkeeper. 
Those’ who watched him only 
saw one sid** of him. How 
many realised that he had a 
great sense of hockey in all 
its aspects, and as captain 
and goalkeeper had a con¬ 
trolling influence on his side 
in every match by his advice 
as the minutes ticked by till 
the half-time and again when 
the final whistle blew. When 
we did not rise to his ex¬ 
pectations, he’d merely shake 
his bead as he walked off 
the field with never a harsh 
word. He was a great tacti- 
CTan and captain. Our team 
was managed not by a state 
player or a former Olympian. 
He was an ex-Xaverian 
employed by the Port. In 
that memorable year which 
I have referred to earlier, 
E. B. D’eruz and R. J, weW- 
ed our team by judicious 
advice—not instructions or 
orders—and patient practice 
for a Herculean effort that 
just failed. 

None of your readers will 
i-erall that this side defeated 
Rhowanipore, Rangers—third 
in the League that year, 
M.S.M. Railway, All-India 
railway champions. All India 
Telegraphs (Dick Allen main- 
tamed that this was the best 
.side in India). Although we 
lost to Customs in the final, 
we scored two goals. If 
there is an excuse for our 
defeat let me put forward 
injuries to our players during 
the tournament. 

You must ask how such a 
lowly placed side in the 
I-eaguc could reach such 
heights in the Cup. As 1 
played in that side I could 
-• tell you that only E. B. 
D'Cruz and Dick Allen by 
their patient training, in¬ 
valuable advice to every man 
in this side to remedy short¬ 
comings and by their leader¬ 
ship to raise a mediocre side 
so much above themselves 
were almost able to achieve 


tneir ambition to win the 
Beighton Cup. 

Find a man of the calibre 
of E.B. and R.J. and India 
won t fail next time. An 
Olympian Is not the yard¬ 
stick for a Manager. He 
must be a leader capable of 
inspiring a team to rise well 
above itselt Where is'this 
man? 

A. P. McMAHON. 
Calcutta. 

A rejoinder 

Q uestioning my ar'o- 

cle “In Jaipur they 
score law suits" {Sportsworld 
March 21) Mr Rafeeq Moha¬ 
mmed contradicts tiie fact 
that international Magan 
Singh has severed his re¬ 
lationship with the dissident 
group of Rajasthan Football 
Association led by Md Ismail. 
Magan Singh in his letter of 
March 17 addressed to the 
Secretary of Bikaner Dis¬ 
trict Football Association has 
explained his pasition and 
has also categorically denied 
having any connection with 
the rival R.F.A. 

Moreover, Mr Motilal 
Purohit, through his letter 
dated February 8, 1979 add¬ 
ressed to Mr K, C. Jha, 
Secretary of the oiiidal 
R.F.A., has denied having 
attended the meeting of the 
R.F.A. (Md Ismail group) at 
Jaipur. His consent was not 
taken by Md Ismail group 
before he was chosen Joint 
Secretary of the R.F.A. He 
has also stated that he has no 
connection with the Ismail 
group. Whatever Mr Rafeeq 
Ahmed might claim about 
the support of absolute units, 
in reality he commands the 
support of just three or four 
district units. 

During the recent National 
su^junior football champion¬ 
ship at Gauhati two teams 
representing the Mathur and 
the Ismail groups went to 
take part. But it was the 
Mathur faction's R.F.A 
which was recognised by the 
A.I.F.F. All the members 
and officials of the Ismail 
group’s team suffered humi¬ 
liation at the hands of the 
organisers which is a difl^r- 
ent story. 

PRAKASH BHANDARI, 
Jaipur. 

We liked it 

PONGRATS FOR BOMnb- 
V/ ing us (Sportsworld May 
2) nut with your Kim Hughes 
blow-up. It is simply fan¬ 
tastic. 

NARINDER PAL SINGH. 

. New Delhi, 

HEARTIEST THANKS FOR 


Unique! 

I A STUDENT OP 
t Class X of Bandel 
Vidyamandir Girls’ High 
School, Baodel. Hooghly 
partidpated io the vollex- 
oall event of AU-India 
Rural Sports, 1977-78 at 
Krishnagar, where we 
obtained the first posltioa 
in the event Th^eafter 
Netaji Subhas National 
Institute of Sports seat g 
scholarship (National 
level) to our sdiool for 
me, which was mysteri¬ 
ously returned by our 
Headmistress to N.S.N.LS, 
She did not cere to give 
any information either to 
me or to ms guardian oi 
to tlm physical educatioa 
mistress of the school. 

In this connection 1 
must say that I never get 
any OHiperatiun from the 
Headmi$tre.ss in develop 
Ing my sports career. 
Accordin^f to her, “sports 
career is good for no¬ 
thing,” Several times I 
was harassed and insulted 
by her because of mv 
affection for sports. 

I have .turned from pil¬ 
lar to post to get back mv 
-scholarship, but till date 
(April 3), my efforts have 
bore no fruit. 

LAKSHMl NEOCY, 
Kodolia (Bandel). 


‘Kim Hughes’ blow-up. Kec| 
up giving two-page supci 
‘blow-ups. 

BINDU ARORA 
Lucknov 

YOUR MAY 2 ISSUE WAS 
simply superb. The blow-up 
ot Kim Hughes was exceltent 
The articles of Arijit Sen an 
Calcutta football and "Mai 
dan musings" are real!) 
wonderful. 

Hope to get more two-pagf 
blow-ups and more of Cal 
cutta football happenings. 
SVDIP CHOUDHURt 
Calcutta 

Unwelcome 

W E WERE SORRY Td 
see in Sportsworld Maj 
9 the article "Mobun BagaD 
will be champs” by at 
astrologer. We are support¬ 
ers of Mohun Bagan but wt 
do not support this type ol 
stuff which creates consider¬ 
able psychological pressure 
A* any. rate, a magazine ot 
the calibre of Sportsipprlii 
should _ not indulge in en¬ 
couraging this type of so- 
called sports astrology. 

TANMAY, BAPPAi 
lialde' 




T ALWAYS WAS A 
tussle beitpeen two, and 
nly two — the Australian 
Ticket Board and Mr, Packer. 

Others became involved in a 
itile attempt to show 
ilidarity in what teas hoped 
nil be a common cause. It soon 
ecame apparent that the 
nuse was never common to 
ll, especially when the concept 
:as tested by reality. 

First Pakistan opted out, and 
icluded the Packer players, 
gainst India. She could hardly 
fiord not to do “o, and the 
ecision was taken by a 
radical General, who deemed 
nnning more consequential . 
han some vague under- 
tanding which anyway was 
Das given by a Board now 
'■issolved and defunct. 

Then the West Indies 
ound herself in an unenviable 
Position. The last touring 
earn to India threatened to 
ut short its tour when it 
leard that future selections 
vould embrace those playing 
or WSC, while the public, 
hirsty for victories, 
bmoured for their return. 

^he West Indian Board, to 
^odge a crisis, pacified the one 
iwri promised the other, ai\d 
hen sendblp chose its most 


powerful side to defend the 
Prudential Trophy. Neither 
England; nor New Zealand, 
were too bothered. The former 
had lost only one player who 
would be difficult to replace 
and the latter with Hadlee's 
return were soon back to full 
strength. 

This left the Indian Board, 
forewarned of wholesale 
"desertion”, to carry someone- 
else's flag, and how it was done 
is now well known. It was 
made clear, though not in 
writing, that those joining 
WSC had better think again 
if they wished a future in 
Indian cricket. {They were 
still thinking, when, 
thankfully, the topic became a 
non-issue.) The Indian Board 
had come to an agreement 
with its co-equals, and while 
others may renege, it would 
stick by its given word, little 
matter how needless the 
original promise. 

And now what happens, 
when the ACB and WSC have 
shaken hands, however 
tentatively, and the future of 
cricket is less obscure? 

An immediate result is that 
the Indian Board which stood 
fast in the time of need is 
brushed aside without even a 
mention of thanks. 


Mr. Packer and Mr. Parish 
who together totally control 
Australian cricket have 
charted a new schedule 
which has jeopardised 
India’s tour to Australia as 
well as the West Indian trip 
to New Zealand. Neither Board 
was consulted nor has it yet 
been officially informed. 

Indian players wiU no 
doubt be happy with a few 
weeks' lay off, but 
Mr. Chinnaswamy, President 
of the Indian Board, must be 
disappointed, even perplexed. 
This is surely an unjust 
reaction to loyalty, but then 
Mr. Chinnaswamy being an 
experienced lawyer 
recognises that at times it is 
better to know the judges 
rather than the law. 

He will be meeting these 
'judges’ at the next 
Internationa! Cricket 
Conference, in a few days’ 
time, where one hopes he will 
commumcate his di^leasure 
in no uncertain terms. 

After all, his Board has one 
coveted advantage. It is 
supported by a public which 
is prepared to pay a premium 
to watch Test matches. As 
long as this happy state of 
affairs continues and in spite 
of ail the sponsorship and 
patronage this game may enjoy 
in other countries, India will 
remain an unending source of 
Income, of guarantees to 
replenish empty accounts<. 

With this lever in .hand, 
and a possible threat to cancel 
the Australian tour to India, 
if commitments are not 
honoured, Mr. Chinnaswamy 
may well save his face. He 
may even forgive, but he is 
not likely to forget this 
indignity. 
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The Sporting Life 


Ben Templeton and Tom Forman 


BETTERING RAMS 

Wales; Banging one's head against a wall is a pretty 
ineffective way of disposing off an obstacle or an opponent. 
But when a team of 15 karate experts tried their hands-and 
heads-at it, they demolished a ^room house in 6 hours I 
Using one another as human battering rams, members of 
the international judo association obliterated a house, as 
part of a charity venture, while 200 spectators watched.- 
Later team-ooss Phil Milner said modestly: “It was a very 
strong construction." • 

THE SNAKE-CHARMER 

South Africa : Fellow South African Trevor Kruger 
stayed in one 4 years ago for 36 days, and died in a car- 
crash soon after. Bearded carpenter Peter Snyman (25) 
was determined to break that record — and did. In a glass- 
and brick cage at Hartebeespoort snake park Johannes¬ 
burg. Snyman lived with 24 deadly snakes only coming out 
for 30 mins, a day. He had his meals inside with snakes 
hanging about and could make no sudden movement lest 
it curtail his record — and life. 

SOME JOG WITH ME 

India; Already very popular in the West, jogging is 
matching on in India, too, Indians of varied shapes and 
sizes are beginning to realize it’s the best way to have a 
‘thin" time of life and enjoy it too! A local club has 
world billiards champ Michael Ferreira as chairman. There 
ire no fees. Eligibility requires a smile, a cheery greeting 
ind a sign of encouragement when passing a fellow jogger. 

B TELLIS 



"amD FUR.HBKMORE V\V CL'.&NT PBMAK1P6 
A LOsrrK:ACTUAL CLALI5E fpTATme 


J'JEQUI\OlALLY TMAT me HAe> the'K!i3HT 

■fO EAT CANpy !N TME PIJi -O/JT ' 



I- TT n/Jf? WIMNJPI? 





aBBaSlIW/fn thegame ?! 


Thepriceof 

baby 

Connors 

E lsewhere in this issue we 

have published an interview 
with Jimmy Connors which shows 
bow much of a business tennis is 
for the American superstar. Neil 
Allen, a British sportswriter has 
written the piece with great per* 
ception. Still, the interview is n 
year old and the (jucstion is likely • 
Has Jimmy changed since? 

The answer is, no. If anything, 
he is even more aggresively busi- 
nes.s like. For, the latest money- 
oriented decision from ‘Connors 
Tennis Inr’ concerns the yei-nn- 
born daughter of Jimmy and wite, 
Patrina. 

As Nigel Dempster disclosed in 
the Daily Mail recently; “ A price 
for the first pictures of the child 
—<*xpected later this summer-- 
has been fixed at £ 15,000.” Ima¬ 
gine Rs 2,70.000 for the rights to 


Thoughtful thief 

P RAIILAD SINGH OF JAIPUR 
is not very .sad. even after 
losing some of his souvenirs and 
medals. Prahlad. who serves the 
National Engineer .Sports Club, a 
tup football outfit of Rajasthan, 
recently returned home after his 
usual practice to find tli.it it had 
been broken open. He found to 
his surprise that the thieves had 
laid their hands only on sonic of 
the cups and one gold-plated me¬ 
dal, but had left 'he silver medal 
which his team won at the inau¬ 
gural Asian School Football Cham¬ 
pionship at Singapore. The silver 
medal was won by India after it 
finished joint winners at Singa 
pore. Prahlad took it as a sport¬ 
ing gesture on the part of the 
thieves and, despite losing some 
of the hard-earned trophies, is 
not sad since his most prized pos¬ 
session is &afe. 

Loss of sporting souvenirs 
ihrouSh theft are not new. For¬ 
mer England .skipper Colin Cow¬ 
drey lost the entire collection of 
I'ups and medals earned by him 
in his tvyo-dccade career as a cri¬ 
cketer. Similarly, Inam-ur-Rahman, 
the former hockey international, 
t est some of his gifts and medals 
when a theft occurred at his home 
in Bhopal some time ago. In all 
such cases the thiexes always aim 
't the gold medals and other 
valuables which would fetch good 
money. But Prahlad's case is 
different...isn't it? 



Jimmij and l^altn — t' 15,000 for pic 
of Ihctr child 


publish the first pn lures of an 
infaril! 

And who is h.milling the negotia 
tions” Who else but Jiirunv's hai'd- 
be-Klfd mother (Oinia. Indian ten. 
nis Ians may soon be tic.iring much 
inoie about Gloria (ounois. I'.tli 
able .’■rports h.ivt; it that the Am- 
riiiuj brother.s have taken oii Mi.s 
Conuois. as their hu.sine.ss manag¬ 
er. Wonder what we will have to 
pay lu iiubhsh pictures of Vijay’s 
first cliilii. 


From cement to 
cement 

OPOin.S Altl'.NAS BfllNG PUT 
to uses otiu'i than what they 
aie itieaui foi is iusidis an ue<(im- 
miMi tiheiiomenuii Pioh.ibh, the 
bloudtest case in point is t.lnle's 
Nation,il Stadium v.lmh was tin- 
scene rtf the ('I'i-spoasoi ed m.isNa- 
<re 1)1 Salv.tdoi Allende's J()\,ili>t,s 
fuui years ago 

In Madras, vvli’-ie li i- (omuion 
to hear |>Ieas lor mine s' ldi.i and 
gymnasia, the .M.uti.e, Coipoia- 
lion's indoor st.niiuni in .Niirigam- 
bakkdin vs being iim-<1 .is <i (i inent 
giidown foi the l.iM louple nt 
months. 

In fact, the, stad'iuii whxji wa.s 
built with much lanl nc diiniig 
the reign ot the ttieii sports lov¬ 
ing Mavoi ot M'dia .Mr la a 
Samb.inddm. ha-, ti.ndh been used 
in any organised luamicr woilli 
mention. Until l,U<- i.ist vtsir the 
stadium housed MO Vn Inainese 
retuger's. 

Agreed, the timising of the 
Vietnamese was a huiiianitmian 
gesture. But ran the use of an in¬ 
door stadium as a leriieiit godown 
be Justified'' P'-ohahh the corpo¬ 
ration ot Ma.lias h.is no* vet re¬ 
ceive I any ofiei t'l lOiiveil it into 
a m.n.idge manildiMiii or el.se 
that wouldn't have hren thought 
a bad idea A l-.tige li.ill i<-tn'ing 
rooms and a well fuinished Kit¬ 
chen—all Ihe.se and more the sta¬ 
dium boasts of. ideal for marria 
ges, one .should think. 


Rare flower 

A ILDVMR WITHERED LS A 
cx flower no mure. 

But there is this one .sunflower 
liiat has withi-reil, and yet not died, 
the gaufi-uers still care for it. 
They teed il, nurse il and doctor 
ti. And this Sunflower is a hor.se. 
Not just any horse, but a steed 
that would have made any knight 
proud. 

A b.ittle hoi.se, .'sunflower was 
In our uiimtiy's nnlv tavalry regi- 
iiieut, the til Cat ally Regiineiit of 
Jaipur Sunllowei .s.iw aition twice 
as .1 mount soldiei in liiGfi and In 
1971 Besides this. Sunilower has 
been a chiiiiipioii jumper and has 
thrilled ti*-arls galore in show.s in 
(ialiutta, Delhi .ind B.ingalorc, win- 
mn/; lourels !oi Iiiiiise!t. 

A ono time f.ivoui itc of Indian 
erju'-stiian jivs liKr Lt. Col. Hilly 
Sodhi ,iiid li.ili'dar Khan Moha¬ 
mmed Khan. Sunflnwr is now ju.st 
a sharUiW ol hi., gloiiotis past. Age 
has alfected his limbs, .is his per¬ 
formance :>t the last year’s Aiiny 
horse show at Delhi proved. He 
faieri vei v poniK, and losi his Ai- 
jiina award winner rider, Khan 
Mohammed Kiian, the tup spot in 
the jump event. And ttii.s finished 
Snnliuwi'c’s iinnrisic and utility 
values. 



I 1. "P 

1 A bullet in the head or an even 
I Worse fate-that of being sold to 
j il torigawalla —awaits a horse that 
1 lia.s passed its prime Bi.t no, not 
j with Sunflower, ti'atiKS to hi.s 
I grea'fu! cavaliers 'fhe atilhorilios 
I that Ih‘ in the G1 Cavalry llegi- 
j ment drxkied to honour Sunllow'i’s 
! ineii'.r.rioiis seivice in the battle 
I anil show froni', bv pi nsioning 
i him ,is i-m;' as In- lives l.t. Col. 
I .S(,<ihi himself had a major say in 
j the rnali.-i; .iiid h ,s l.irgcly his 
; eilo.-t ihiit, tixlav .Sunilower rflam.s 
j about the nrmv stiilites, very much 
like Mcar old grandpa', lus.sed and 
fixl by siuli as who Know what 
vjIduj IV -.the soldieis. 







Sportsworld Special 


9 (Aj a.uuu eacn. mere win dc 
a final series, over a best-of-live situ* 
ation, worth $ (A) 30,000. 


Will Ian 
Chappell 
again be 
captain ? 

WSC is dead, but sparks 
are still flying in Australia. 
Why is Greg Chappell afr¬ 
aid of victimisation ? Will 
Yallop Chappell-hater — 
be chosen? Will the wicket¬ 
keeper be veteran Rod 
Marsh or brilliant young 
Kevin Wright?Report from 
Sydney by JOHN BENAUD. 

T he gold dust has settled 

and Kerry Packer has made 
Australian cricket $ (Australian) 17 
million richer — yet the peace is 
uneasy. Some of the Australian 
veterans who two years ago defect¬ 
ed to world Series Cricket have 
maintained the grumpy attitude of 
the provocateur. 

And already there is a loser — 
the Gillette company which for two 
.seasons sponsored the Australian 
Board’s one-day limited-over knock¬ 
out series among Shettieid Shield 
teams. Th.u sponsorship was worth 
about $ (A) tiO.OOO a .season. But 
this season that wasn't enough. Gil¬ 
lette was asked to up their commit¬ 
ment in view of the fact they would 
be receiving much wider exposure 
through Kerry Packer’s commercial 
television network. Gillet'e said : 
“ThaiiLs, but no thanks.” 

And now Packer is looking for 
another sponsor. One prepared, 1 
believe. to part with about 
$ (A) 400. 000 for the nine-match 
series. A minor stumbling block in 
negotiations was prize money — this 
season that one-day knockout series 
will be worth f (A) 30,000. 

As well as that aimpetition there 
will be six Test matches, three be¬ 
tween Australia and England and 
three Ix-tween the West Indies and 
Australi.i. Th" Te.st.s will be worth 
$ (A) 10,000 each and will be play¬ 
ed over live .straight days—no rexl 
dun And 1.') one-day internutiunals 
between those thiee sides, to be 
known ,is the Benson and Hedges 
Wot Id Seiies. They will be worth 



Ian Chappell — has joined South 
Ausiruha squad 



In all, there will be $ (A) 265,000 
in prize money up for grabs. It ' 
will not be winner-take-all, but 
spread to both sides for perform¬ 
ance. The Sheffield Shield will be 
worth $(A) 50,000. 

It would seem this is to be the 
format of Australian cricket for the 
next ten summers. That, of course, 
will mean a dra.stic revision in the 
international cricket calendar as 
we’ve come to know it. Two teams to 
visit Australia every summer — one 
wonders what the public support 
will be should the Australian team 
fall on hard times. 

Even so. Packer’s commitment, 

$ (A) 1.7 million over the next ten 
seasons, does seem sound. His invest¬ 
ment is watertight again.st inflation 
— it’s been running at about ten 
per cent here now for five or. six 
years — and he will certainly pull at 
least $ (A) 3 million in adver¬ 
tising and cricket gimmick sales each 
season. 

His company, PBL Sports, which 
signed the deal with the board, 
will handle all promotion of the. 
game. Autographed posters of the 
stars, tour guides, programmes, spe¬ 
cial hats — that’s promotion Packer 
style. 

It won’t take him long to cut out 
those losses on World Series, said 
by some to have reached between 
five and ten million dollars in the 
two years of promotion. No wonder 
Packer's right hand man, l.ynton 
Taylor, was smiling as he swirled the 
champagne with the Board’s Bob 
Parish 

The programme was almost a repli¬ 
ca of World Series for a start. ’There 
was a guarantee there would be no 
recrimination against World Series 
players,.now available again for offi¬ 
cial cricket, too. There would even 
be night cricket with the white ball 
—something traditionalists laughed 
at in the beginning—in th^ Benson 
and Hedges World Scries games. 

And a real coup for Packer’s ini¬ 
tiative-coloured gear will be worn 
in those games, Australia in pale 
yellow, England in blue and the West 
Indies, dissatisfied with their pink, 
will wear a beige outfit. And in 
those games, the Australians will 
forsake their baggy green and gold 
Test caps, for the mod yellow style 
introduced in World Series. 

B ut champagne can leave 

a nasty hangover. Though if 
wasn’t the next morning here; it took 
a couple of da.ys. Greg Chappell, the 
former Australian captain, was stu¬ 
pidly outspoken. He said he feared 
“victimisation” of the World Series 
players. “It’s going to be a sad thing 
for cricket if the most exciting era 
in the history of the game is messed 



UH tij Miiuv auiaii'juiuucu pt'upic 
carrying grudges.” 


How exiraordinary! His refcrcncp 
to “small-tninded” people, right 
though he may be to acknowledge 
their existence,■ is surely a grudge 
.■gainst certain cricket admirustrators. 


He went on to say ; "I am worried 
there will be many excuses found to 
edge out World Scries player-s from 
Sheffield Shield teams." That state¬ 
ment to a cricket selector will be 
like a one-legged, blind matador to 
a bull. How provocative can you get? 


Yet, Rod Marsh, the former Test 
wicket-keeper, upstaged him. .Said 
Marsh: “Rodney Hogg would not be 
an automatic choice in an Au.stralian 
side selected from World Series play¬ 
ers and establishment players." My, 
oh mv! A fast bowler who grabbed’ 
nearly 50 wickets in eight Tests last 
summer can’t get a run in a Test side 
this summer! What rot. 


If that was not enough, Marsh went 
on to threaten; “If World Series 
players are not selected in the Aus¬ 
tralian Test team there could be a 
boycott. If Greg and Ian Chappell 
are available and not chosen I know 
for a fact there will be 23 players 
who will make themselves unavai¬ 
lable.” Now there are the few words 
needed to blot any peace treaty. 

And what of Greg and Ian Cha- 
pell? Greg has announced he is avai¬ 
lable. and four days after the peace 
Ian announced he would return to 
first-class cricket next summer, al¬ 
though his intention came too late 
for him to join Wayne Prior and Da¬ 
vid Hookes in the pre-season South 
Austratian squad. 


As the inclusion of those World 
Scries players would seem to negate 
the fears of Greg Chappell and 
Marsh, at least in that State, it is 
reasonable to assume Ian Chappell 
will probably be added to the squad. 
(Since this article was written, 
ian Chappell has been invieed to 
join the South Australian squad.) 
And of course he’ll be captain of 
South Australia. And hopefully Aus¬ 
tralia. 

The coming summer will not be 
unlike the one of two seasons ago 
when Bob Simpson brushed the mil¬ 
dew off his gear and started his own 
' Save Australian Cricket" campaign. 
Despite the availability of so many 
good Australian. players this will in 
some way be a summer of stabilisa¬ 
tion. Of team building. 

Of course there will be some 
bumps. How, for in.stance, will Gra¬ 
ham Yallop fit in? He is on record 
in his controversial book "Lambs to 
the Slaughter" (see extracts. Pago 
36} as disliking the Chappell manner, 
Ian especially, Greg included. 



A nu io ubts THE WORDS OF 
Greg Chappell, will there be 
"victimisation” of those Establish¬ 
ment players who make the side, but 
who in the jaundiced view of World 
Series old bo.ys, should not be there? 
What if Kevin Wright happens to 
beat Rod Marsh for that keeper’s 
spot—will the Chappells support 
Marsh behind the dressing room 
door as willingly as he “batted" for 
them in the peace post-mortems. And 
another thought—what if Australia, 
rank outsiders for this World Cup in 
England, get up and win? Win 
again.st every other nation’s might, 
but themselves minus the alleged 
stars of World Series. 

No summer vacation this for selec¬ 
tors. administrators nor Australia’s 
captain. I hope the Board, with its 
updated outlook and the new looK 
sMection panel probably expanded to 
include the captain, will choose the 
veteran Chappell, Ian, for the job. 

I believe he wants the captaincy 
as a monument to his part in the 
success of cricket's Breakaway that 
gave the players the financial secu¬ 
rity they were worth and brought 
the game boldly into reach of all 
generations, young and traditional. 

I believe he wants to win—badly. 
He always has, but this is special. 
He said: “I read somewhere that 
Brearley’s England team wouldn’t 
have a drink with the Australians 
last summer. That’s a snub. I 
wouldn’t mind having another go at 
them." 

He is already thinking about Test 
team format. "My batting preference 
is number three. I love it and that's 
probably where I play best. But there 
are a few things to be considered.” 
The old aggression to outside inter¬ 
ference is still there; “I don’t set out 
to please anybody—except my team¬ 
mates.” 

But most of all, any considerations 
on captaincy must anticipate those 
selection hassles. Importantly, Cha¬ 
ppell appreciates that “some people 
are going to have their nose.s ojt of 
Joint over selection which is not an 
ideal situation for a bloke worrying 
about the captaincy. 1 don’t think it 
would worry me." 


I believe him. Already his lined 
features are more haggard than one 
would expect of a very succesi.fii! 
Australian ..aptain. More a y 
and bitternes:-: inchiced by a . e,. 
rough campaign with ciifket’s ctck- 

J pom boys. A battle be won in Ihc 
nd, helped by another 22 Auslii Lau 
ebels. 

*V3 


^ ■’ Thi.s summer can be Au.strelian 
2 " cricket’s most brilliant. I fear it will 

•' be the most bitter unless one of our 


greatest captains and greatest bats¬ 
men, Ian Chappell, gels down to 
the iob of making the game ‘do am 
under' great again. 


Rod Marsh—he or Wright ? 


1! 



WORLD CUP 

INDIA vs NEW ZEAL AND 



INDIA ARE OUT 


I NDIA BOVVKD OUT OF THU 
second PiudcfiUal World (.op 
tournament losin>; to N't-w /.caland m 
the worst posbihle iiunner Wot'jt in 
the sense that tbf;> were never beat¬ 
en so badly by the Kiwis in the past. 


India once again lost the to.ss. 
Mike Butgess did not hesitate to put 
India in to bat, assuming that his 
scarners would get more help from 
the wicket in the early part of the 
day. 





True India uI.mi lost in their fust 
meeting on June IT, lllTo, but that 
four-^wicket viclorv was not easily 
earned bv New Zealand. India seoieci 
a respectable 2.^0 whiih New Zealand 
managed to cross with only seven 
deliveries to spare, thank,s to a mas¬ 
terly unbeaten 114 by ^kipper Glenn 
Turner, the ‘Man ot the Match’, 


And be vv.os right. India were soon 
thiee down for 53. Aunshuman Goek- 
v/ad. who scored 37 against New Zea¬ 
land four years ago, looked quite 
sound before Hr.dlee uprooted his leg- 
stump One lor 27. Vengsarkar was 
once again a failure giving wicket¬ 
keeper Wareen I.eis the first of his 
four catches. Two for 38. 


Bruce Edgar—Man of the Match 

was the most impressive among th 
Indian batsmen. 'The 26-year-old Kai 
nataka player splendidly exploited th 
gaps in the on-side field, hitting tim 
.and again over short mid-wicket. H 
hit as many as five fours to score 
quick 38 runs, even overtaking Gi 
vaskar, before snicking to the wk 


This time the Indians appeared to 
be a disapuointed side. Their baiting, 
fielding and seam bowling were never 
up to World Cup das.s. Their bats 
men can only blame themselves for 
being skittled out for 182 runs off 
55.5 overs India’s vvesknes.s agaia.st 
pace bowling is now a well-known 
fact. But the Kiwis do not possess 
he speed-batteiy oi the C.iribbeaus. 
What Richard Hadlee and company 
Jid was to bowl sieadiiv. The Iiubaii 
batsmen did the rest 


Thes brought Gavaskar and Vishwa- 
nath together. But Vishv who batted 
so beautifully to score 75 on Saturday 
(,lune !() against West Indies, never 
got into his stride and was caught bv 
Gleann Turner at slips off Lance 
Cairns for 8 Tfire for 53. 

India newr recovered fioni this. 
The only time they were in some sort 
of command vvas when (5ava.skar and 
Patel were batting. Patel definitely 


ket-keeper Lees in an attempt ti 
drive *a Troup delivery that pitchei 
well outside the off-stump. A suicidia 
shot, especially when India lookei 
almost recovered from an early set 
bark and was well set for a 200-plu 
score. Four for 104. 

Mohinder Amarnath joined Pat-, 
in the pavilion three runs later ^'in, 
Troup's soexind victim—bowled ol 
slump in missing a cover drive. 

India five down for 107 and all res 



lohn Wrifiht — tn irf^tcrrlou'; frnm 


ponsibility on Gavaskar’s shoulder 
Lucky to survive very early in hi 
innings when Hadlee floored a har' 
return catch, the former India skip 
p<!r reached hi.s half-century off 12 
deliveries with a boundary off Morri 
son and looked well set to carry In 
dia to a respectable total along will 
Kapil Dev when sudden rain inter 
nipted the play and broke the!' 
concentration. 

The game was held up for an houi 
in the 45th over with the Indiar 
store reading 142 for fi>re. The fir.si 
deliver.V Kapil faced after resumptioi 
from Hadlee he hooked over th( 
mid-wicket for four. Kapil added oii< 
more run before Cairns, bowling foi 
the first time after lunch, had him 
taught and bowled. India for the sr 
cond time in the match lo.st the ini 
tiative as a result of an injudicioiu 
shot. 

Khanna opened with a couple oH 
Cairns. And Gavaskar cut a short ball 
from Hadlee to notch up India's 15*) 
Two deliveries later Hadlee had Ga 
vaskar caught by wicket-keeper Lees 
Gavaskar gone for 55 made in 47 
watchful overs. The end was in sight. 

But Chavri had other ideas in mind- 
He lived dangerously, but effectively, 
to keep the scoreboard moving 
Though Khanna, at the other end. 
was a bit subdued, the two Indian.^ 




carried the score io 180 befuri' 
Ghavri (20) first and Khanna (7) 
next were out in successive overs, 
’rhis brought skipper Venkat and 
nodi together. Venkat was soon out, 
imitating Patel. And India were all 
out for 182 in 55.S overs. 

McKechnic, left-arm mcdium-parer. 
who had_ played only one first-c las-, 
match this season before being chosen 
for the Prudential Cup squad and 
had also bowled beautifully against 
Sri Lanka, was the most impressive 
Kiwi bowler with a haul ol 3 fur 24. 
He was ably a.ssisted by Hirhard 
Hadlee (2 for 20), Troup (2 for 36) 
and Cairns (3 for M). Barring Jeremy 
Coney, who, incidentally, is not a n*- 
Uular bowler, all the other Kiwi bowl 
ers maintained a tight length and 
liiie. 

T iif. sun had come out when 

John Wright and Bruce Edgai 
<ame out to open the innings lor 
New Zealand. Overnight dew had also 
cleared up. 


Wright, who plays for Dei b\shirr 



liacaskar—65 tn 47 overs 



Kirl.iinl Hadlee—loo fiery for Indians 


in the Ihiglish County Cricket, has 
been ill line torm this .season and is a 
St long (ontender for the Sunday 
/eiei/itijdi- Victoria Wine Cricketer 
ot the .Si'ason award. His three 
iii.ilcli'Wiiming innings for Derby¬ 
shire had earned him the 'Cricketer 
ol the Week’ honour recently. 

He and Edgar, however, found the 
Indiiiii opening attack not too easy to 
handle in the early part of the in¬ 
nings. The .start was slow— only 18 
luus olf nine over.s. Venkat employed 
an intelligent field and changed his 
hiiwlccs frequently. Both Chavri and 
Kapil, and later Venkat and Bedi, 
kept a tight length. Only 56 runs were 
scored in the 25 pre-tea over.s. The 
Iiidian.s had managed to keep the 
Kiwi openers quiet but had failed to 
gel a breakthrough. 

Edgar’s 50 and the 100 of the in¬ 
nings came in the 38lh over. Amar- 
nalh replaced Kapil Dev in the next 
over and forced Wright to play too 
early aqd had him caught and bowled 
for 48. 

Three runs later a direct throw 
from Brijesb Patel beat the new 
bailsman Cairns and the Indians had 
their last laugh. The experienced 
Turner joined Edgar and was lucky 
to :mrvive twice—Khanna missed a 
stumping chance and Kapil floored a 
catch. On both occasions Venkat was 
the bowler. 

Vi^ith 12 overs to go. New Zealand 
stilll needed nearly 60 runs. But the 
turning point came in the 53rd over. 
Kapil bowled too many short-pitched 
and over-pitched deliveiies and con¬ 
ceded as many as 14 runs. With ihiee 
ovi'rs to go Ohavri bowli-d a no-ball to 
ccmcedi" the winning niii. Ni-w Zea¬ 
land had cnii.si'd home-, with .searcc'ly 
a stretched mii.sc le 


INDIA vs WeST INDIES 

Windies 
too good 

TONY LEWIS 

W EST INDIES, THE PRUDEN 
tial W<»'ld Cup favourites, took 
the Indians in their smooth and etti- 
cienl stride at Edgbaston. 

Faced with a total of 190, the West 
Indies put on 153 for the first 
wicket with Gordon Greenidge and 
Desmond Haynes parading all their 
skills. 

Greenidge was the kingpin of the 
West Indian innings, hitting a fine 
century. He batted 175 minutes for 
it and hit one six and niuc fours in 
the nine-wicket victory. 

West Indies won the tots. Clive 
Lloyd sent India in to bat for two 
clear reason.s. First, the West Indies 
won the 1975 Prudential World Cup 
by batting second, and, secondly, 
the pitch at Edgbaston is always 
likely to be more re.sponsivc to 
those bowling in the morning than 
later in the day. 

Roberts and Holdmg bowled five 
overs each before Iteing rested in 


(iordon Greenidt/e—masterly 
renlury 




which time they bad reduced India tb 
29 for 3. Botii widely varied their 
speed and approach, often choosing 
to bowl off shortened run-ups. 

Some balls rose quite steeply and 
this is how India’s problems began. 
The mere sight of the short delivery 
outside the off stump has tradition¬ 
ally prompted them to launch into 
an injudicious scries of swishes 
with the bat. 

It was tense work, being a West 
Indian slip field; alas for India. 
Gavaskar, who, not surprisingly, 
coped best, was out first. 

Andy Roberts bowled him an ex¬ 
cellent short pitched ball which 
carried on to the point of the left 
shoulder. By brilliant improvisation, 
Gavaskar slipped the ball rather 
than booked it helping it on its way 
high into the safe hands of Holding 
at deep fine leg. 

Vengsarkar was caught at second 
slip and Gaekwad superbly held In 
the guily. The latter played the ball 
fast and low down through the gully 
when King dived to his left, held 
the catch and threw the »ball into 
the air, all in one joyful tumble. 

Confidence then disappeared from 
the batsmen. Clive Lloyd sensed 
their discomfort and heavily manned 
the slip and gully area. Garner and 
Croft continued the attack effec¬ 
tively, but the next breakthrough 
was a suicidal run out. Patel was the 
victim. Amarnath was then bril¬ 
liantly caught off the inside edge of 
the bat behind the stump by Murray 
— 77 for 5. 

The innings which took the 
Indians’ score to 190 came from 
the experienced Vi.shwanath. He be¬ 
gan by edging away from the quick¬ 
er bowlers, but after the introduc¬ 
tion of the medium-paced King, he 
settled and prospered. 


One 

Vishwanath 

wasn't 

enough 

qPHE WEST INDIES, HOLDERS 
t of the inaugural Prudential 
World Cup and even-priced favou¬ 
rites of this year's tournament, 
carved out a comfortable nine-wicket 
victory against India in a command¬ 
ing fashion of champions. Having 
put India in on a wicket fresh with 
moisture and with a battery of fast 
bowlers, Robents, Holding, Garner 
and Croft, they bowled us out for 
190 in 53.1 overs. 


Ghavri stayed for a useful 36 rtins 
for the eighth wicket. Both Patel 
and Ghavri batted well and were the 
only two Indians to wear headgear. 
Towards the end two trusted vete 
rans, Bedi and Venkat, put up a 
stout resistance adding 27 runs to 
boost the total to 190. 

Of course, our downfall _ was, as 
always, self-created by indiscreet 
strokes. On the other band, it is 
also true that our boys have had 
very little cricket in the wettest 
May of the century. 

The Indian bowling, with Kapil 
and Ghavri opening, was’quite im¬ 
pressive. They moved the ball but 
when pitched short they paid the 
price. Ghavri was more economical 
but Kapil, with his outgoing deliveries, 
created a good impression. Venkat 
kept a good line but the wicket had 
nothing to offer spinners. Our field¬ 



Viihioanaih—a grilly 75 


By the end, he was cutting, driving 
and turning the ball stroni^ly 
through the mid-wicket area with 
splendid timing. Sadly, he went to a 
poor defensive effort, reverting tn 
the backward move in the face of 
the express Holding. 

There was a colourful extension 
of India’s innings by Bedi, and Ven- 
kal, who were surprised themselves, 
no doubt, to find the hated faster 
bowler’s content to operate off short¬ 
ened run-ups. 

Bedi’s footwoik, in the face fit 
genuine fast bowling, has often 
resembled a pas de deux, trois, or 
even quatre before he feels out the 
line. 

But this was his day. He swung a 
delicious rover drive to the fence 
off none other than Holding. RanJ' 
lives, he must have thought. That 
is until he attempted the repeat 
performance with a slip catch to 
I.loyd to end the Indian innings. 


Roberts and Holding in their first 
outburst of five overs each broke 
through our batting. India were 29 
for three. Among them, mighty 
Gavaskar was the first to fall. He 
sdooped a hook high to fine-leg to 
Holding off Roberts, a very awk¬ 
ward shot to an awkward delivery. 

At this stage one recalled several 
nightmares of past but the Indian 
vice-captain, Vishwanath, reigned 
suprem" amongst the ruins, as we 
have come to know of him in the hour 
of need and nerves. He batted as 
only he can before he was bowled 
bv the versatile and athletic Hold¬ 
ing, trying to push the ball down to 
third man for a .single to hold the 
strike. India had recovered to 163 
for nine’wicket.s. 

Vishy scored a glorious 75 off 40 
overs. He received support frtim 
Pa!el. who scored a well-made 15 
before unnecessarily running him¬ 
self out off a Richards’ throw. Then 


ing ana outcricket was painfully 
poor and suffered in comparison. 

Greenidge and Haynes batted 
superbly and so did Richards. 
Greenidge has polished hLs game a 
great deal from what we saw of him 
in India. Haynes "is a neat striker 
and off course Richards is what only 
a Richards alone can he—I mean 
Barry and Vivian. 

Scores in brief: 

INDIA: 190 off 53.1 overs (Vish¬ 
wanath 75, Patel 15, Kapil 12, Ghavri 
12, Gaekwad 11; Holding 4 for 33, 
Roberts 2 for 32); 

WEST INDIES; 194 off 51.3 overs 
(Greenidge 106 not out, Haynes 47, 
Richards 28 not out). West Indies 
won by nine wickets. 

Man of the Match (£ 100): Gor¬ 
don Greenidge. 

E?AJ SINGH DUNGARPUR 


ENGLAND vs AUSTRALIA 

Aussie 
immaturity 
let them 
down 

E NGLAND’S SIX WICKETS’ Vic¬ 
tory over Australia with nearly 
14 overs to spare at a full Lord’s 
was clear evidence of the value of 
a settled and united side. 

While Darling, Hilditch and 
Border were batting well and tak¬ 
ing Australia to 97-1 from 56 overs 
before lunch, England, having chosen 
to field, limited the damage by some 
fine fielding and tidy bowling on a 
good pitch. 

Qnce Hilditch had dragged Boy¬ 
cott’s second ball after lunch into 
his stumps they took complete con¬ 
trol with a brilliant exhibition of 
outcrickel. 

As they came In at the end of the 
innings they were given the accolade 
due to a good fielding side, having 
restricted Australia to 62 runs in 
the last 24 overs and taken eight 
wickets. 

Four were by run-outs (which Is, 
in fact, one fewei than the 1975 
Australians suffered in the Pruden¬ 
tial final) — and on some occasions 
the batsmen's judgement was grossly 
at fault. 

But it had been undermined by 
the speed ot such as Gower and 
Randall on either side of the wicket. 
Frustration led to uncertainty, des¬ 
peration and foolhardiness. 

The fielding was not different 
from what It was day after day in 
Australia, whdie it included specta¬ 
cular slip catching as weB, but it 
was the performance of a confident 
well-knit side, taking a pride in its 
high standards of running, picking- 
up, and throwing. 

The same confidence showed it¬ 
self when in the fourth over of their 
own innings England found them¬ 
selves Sr2 with Boycott and Bandall 
gone—a start which is wont to make 
a target of 160 look uncomfortably 
remote. 

Brearlcy and Gooch, with no need 
for haste, settled in apparently un¬ 
concerned and added 108 with few 
moments of encouragement for the 
fielding side. 

Hereabouts it must be said that 
the tedious side of limited-overs 
cricket prevailed. There was no 
longer doubt about the eventual 
winners but with five bowlers of 


High-class 
cricket 

COLIN COWDREY 

npHE FINAL STAGES OF TOE 
a. Prudential Cup competition got 
.olf to a magnificent start before a 
full pound at Lord’s. 'There was 
drizzte in the air under a grey skv. 
yet there was the old atmosphere 
which one has come to know when¬ 
ever England iday Australia here. 

Stephen Potter, master of the 
upmanship, would have- been 
delighted with the pre-match 
postures. At an early hour, whgn 
Dennis Compton and Godfrey 
Evans might still have been break¬ 
fasting at the hotel, the England 
team were being trotted round the 
nursery ground and put through 
an exercise routine by Bernard 
Thomas, their devoted trainer—no 
cricketer this but an invaluable 
part of England’s success in recent 
years. 


protagonist in action, and was in¬ 
terested to see bow Brearlcy coped 
with Old and later how Boycott 
took on from Selvey and the spin 
combination of Edmond.*. Embiirey. 

But the advantage was too much 
the bowler’s way, not unexpected 
after the recent rains, and we 
were denied performanre.s to re¬ 
member. 

It was clearly with this in mind 
that Brearlcy, and Boycott not in 
disagreement I imagine, had derid¬ 
ed to put Australia in almost 
whatever the conditions overhead. 

Australia were naturally rircum- 
spect. Willis and HcndrirK pro¬ 
duced a number of unplayable 
deliveries and might have taken a 
wicket time and time again. To 
their credit, Darling and Hilditch 
clung on in spite of their usual 
alarms In running between the 
wicket. 

Old and Botham kept up the 
pressure, but gradually 'Darling 
produced some lovely strokes and 
gave Australia the initiative, in a 
fascinating morning’.s cricket. 


Just alongside, the full Austra¬ 
lian implement were hard at it 
In the nets, like lower-grade un¬ 
dergraduates shuffling through the 
books an hour or two before the 
dreaded moment comes in the 
examination. 


If there was any surprise, it was 
that Edmonds took the final place 
rather than Geoff Miller after a 
tucces^ul tour in Australia. And, 
moreover, that Brearlcy should 
bring him on at the appearance of 
kft-hander Alan Border. 


These Australlians are young 
and shiHt on experience, and on 
this particular mission, desperately 
short of matchplay. It had been 
rather like Inviting the United 
States golfers to the Ryder Cup 
without letting them see the prac¬ 
tice ground, let atone the course. 

The Englishmen, by eschewing 
normal net practice and settling 
for a few morning exercises, had a 
50-run supremacy before the start 
ot play, as if they were padng 
themselves for the HnaL 

A notable absentee from Eng¬ 
land’s training session was Mike 
Brearley, busily engaged with his 
selection committee in the middle, 
trying to put together the right 
side for this mstch and at the same 
time coming to terms with the 
dedsion to put Australia in on 
winning the toss. 

It was a grey morning, with 
damp in the air, but the wickot 
looked good. Yet, earlier in the 
week when Middi«ex vied with 
Yorkshire for a semi-final place in 
the Benson and Hedges cup on a 
strip just a few yards away, early 
momnig batting was a hazardous 
accusation. 

1 sat myself behind the bowler’s 
arm to watdi England’s leading 


Just as I'Was questioning this 
move, Edmonds had lured Border 
down the wicket and beaten him 
On the outside only to find Bob 
Taylor unable to take the chance 
—the first mistake I can even re¬ 
member this great wicket-keeper 
making. 

In fact, Taylor had one of those- 
moinings when the ball just would 
not bounce ri^ht for him, but he 
was to settle down to his normal 
form during the afternoon, and it 
will be years, I guess, before he 
has a session like that again. 

By lunch, Australia had given 
themselves the .perfect spring¬ 
board for setting up a winning 
total, but all credit to England for 
their disciplined performance in 
the hour after lunch, which tilted 
the advantage back to the home 
side. It was high quality rom- 
pelitivc cricked and very goinl 
watching. 

The more the wicket improved 
the more lethal Geoff Boyroll, of 
ait people, seemed to be with the 
ball. England’s fielding was quite 
superb. 

Yet. sadly, the Australian 
debacle, mid-afternoon, wa.s quiti- 
unaccountable. Such a contra.st 
from the morning play. 
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Torchbearer of a glorious tradition—his 
interpretation of pure ragas has made him 
justly famous. 

"I reach out to all my people, through my music- 
music that knows no barrier of language or class". 

His cigarette : No. Ten Filter 

Uncompromising quality 
Unvarying satisfaction 

N910 

FIUER 

The taste to go steadly with 



. CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Graham Gooch—kept his head 


Winning the toss and choosing to 
bat. Canada, in the .solid person of 
opener Sealey, one of their seven 
We.st Indians, punched an on-side 
boundary oft tlie day’s first delivery 
and prospered so impressively in the 
fare of Imran and Sarfraz that a 
ronsiderablc total seemed assured. 

But they faltered badly when the 
slow bowlers came on and Majid’s 
oif-.spinners earned him one for 11 
off 11 overs, subtly supplemented by 
nasty, nagging little in-swingers 
from Asif, who took 3-28 off 12 
overs. 

Sealey was superb. Like most West 
Indians, he thumps his back-drive 
through the. covers with cheerful 
power and hooks fiercely. He deve¬ 
loped the demeanour of a snake 
confronted with a mongoose only 
when Majid and Asif were opera¬ 
ting. 

Eventually and predictably be 
laid on the big slog, lifted his head 
and presented Asif with the simpl¬ 
est of caught and bowled. Dennis 
was more impressive technically but 
chased a wide one just after lunch 
to be caught behind and the Canad¬ 
ian innings went into decline, apart 
from a flurry from skipper 
Mauricette, who hoisted Asif nigh 
over the mid-wicket boundary for 
an excellent six. 


medium pace and above operating 
for Australia only about 15 overs, 
an hour were bowled. England 
earlier had not quite reached IS. 

Drearlcy and Gooch, taking no 
risk, pushed steadily along at three 
runs an over until, against the rather 
less-offensive fields forced on 
Australia by their deteriorating 
pu.sition, they began to accelerate 
around the 40th over. 

Both were out then. Gooch, in 
great form at present, had played 
well enough to warrant nomination 
by Fred Titmus as ‘Man of the 
Match’. Thus, from seven o’clock 
the crowd had half-an-hour of high- 
class, almost frivolous strokes from 
the young heroes, Gower and 
Botham, as a suitable climax. 

Australia’s batting collapse mutit 
be largely attributed to shortage of 
practice. However, no great imagi¬ 
nation is needed to picture the com¬ 
posed and correct Andrew Hilditch. 
a 22-year*old solicitor, as a prolific 
and reliable opening batsman of 
the future. 

On the England side the event 
with most immediate significance 
was probably the medium-pace-in- 
slant bowling of Boycott, which has 
to be dug out around the legs, and 
puts a damper on most batsmen. 

Whether it would be a proof 
against the best West Indians is a 
matter of interesting conjecture, 
but it does give the selectors more 
room for manoeuvre and a chance to 


.strengthen the batting it they wish. 


Scores in brief: 

AVSTRAUA: 159 for nine off 54 
overs (Darling 25, Hilditch 47, Bor¬ 
der .34; Willis 2 for 20, Boycott 2 for 
15); 

ENGLAND: 160 for four off 47.1 
overs (Brearicy 44, Gooch 53, Gower 
22 not out, Botham 18 not out; 
Laughlin 2 for 38). 

Man of the Match: G. A. Gooch. 


MICHAEL MELFORD 


Pak have 
few 

problems 

A t the close of the cana- 

dians’ Prudential World Cup 
innings at Meadingicy against Pakis¬ 
tan, one Cornelius Henry came out 
to bat grinning with delight. 

He could not have been more 
happy to be part of the scene and, 
although he contributed one not out 
for his side’s total of 139-9, the 
sponsors received no mure spon¬ 
taneous tribute. 


His was the last wicket to fall 
caught at mid-wicket trying to lap 
the last ball of the innings. 

Canada claimed the di.stinguished 
.scalp of Majid, yorked by left-arm 
medium pacer Valentine, who almost 
did the same to /aheer. 

Gradually, Zaheer's fine range of 
shots became apparent and it was 
a surprise when he appeared to 
commit suicide. He drove firmly to 
mid-oft, called for a run and when 
Chappell’s excellent throw hit the 
bowler’s stumps Zaheer’s bat was 
still aloft like a conductor’s baton, 

Pakistan needed only 40.1 overs 
to reach 140.2 and clinch an eight- 
wicket victory. 

Sadiq’s unbeaten 57 earned him 
the “Man of the Match” award. 

Scores in brief: 

CANADA: 139 for nine off 60 
overs (Chappell 14, .Sealey 45, Dennis 
25. Mauricette 15; Surfraz 3 for 26, 
Asif 3 for 28). 

PAKISTAN; 140 for two off 40.1 
overs (.Sadiq 37 not out, Zutaecr 36, 
Haroun 37 not out). 

Pakistan won by eight wickets. 

.Man of the Match: Sadiq 
Muhammad. 


MIKE STEVENSON 

17 




Lever's 

slap 

J OHN LEVER, 30, CHOSE HIS 
own way if holding up 
England’s selectors to ridicule. A 
surprise exclusion from England’s 
squad fur the World Cup, the 
left-arm fast-medium Essex open¬ 
ing bowler had County scorers 
scurrying for their record books 
as he ran through Lancashire, 
I.eicestershire and Warwickshire, 
taking 30 wickets in a three- 
match spell. Of these, 21 wickets 
came within three days! It has 
been a fantastic June for John 
Lever, who readers will remem¬ 
ber made his debut against India 
I with Tony Greig’s team and was 
the central figure in the famous 
j ‘vaseline’ controversy. 

I The month started off peace¬ 


fully enough. In Essex’s inatdi 
against Glamorgan,, he took onhr 
two for 29. Essei^s next oppon¬ 
ent, Lancashire, didn't have it so 
easy. In a devastating morning 
spell. I.ever took seven wickets 
for 27 as Lancashire were shot out 
fur 84 in reply to Eskx’s 339 for 
6 declared. He took another two 
wickets in the second innings. 
Leicestershire was the next OQ 
line — six for 76 in the first inn¬ 
ings and seven for 41 in thn 
second, fetching Lever his career 
best match figures of 13 for 117. 

He couldn’t do better, could he? 
He did. Essex’s match against 
Warwickshire commenced a day 
after the one with Leicestershire 
finished and Lever was soon into 
his act — eight for 46. This meant 
that in four out of the five match¬ 
es that Essex had played in the 
Schweppes Championship, Lever 
had taken more than six wickets 
— an astonishing run indeed. 


New ZeALAND vs SB! LANKA 

Kiwis 

impress 

S RI LANKA. AS THEY HAD 
done against Nottinghamshire a 
few weeks ago, failed to maintain 
a good start to their innings. Never¬ 
theless, after being put in to bat, 
their all out total of 189 generally 
represented an admirable disrespect 
for the New Zealand bowlers. 

The first two overs of Sri Lanka 
produced 13 runs including a majes¬ 
tic forcing shot to the mid-wid<et 
boundary by Wettimuny against 
Hadlee. This indecent haste allied to 
an electrical fault in the scoreboard 
and problems of identification—^bats¬ 
men really mu.st wear numbers if 
they will insist on protective head- 
gear—led to some confusion among 
the workers and the paying custo¬ 
mers. By the time everything" had 
been sorted out, New Zealand had 
tried five bowlers. 

Wettimuny was the first to go, 
losing his middle stump at 26 as he 
drove at Cairns, but Sri Lanka con¬ 
tinued to attack and plunder parti¬ 
cularly from the pavilion end. 

An hour's play realised 57 runs 
and at this juncture McKechnie 
took a magnificent return catch to 
dismiss Warnapura. The field-ng 
indeed was fir.st class, and the New 
Zealanders’ agility at Rugby Union 
is represented no less successfully 
by their cricketers. 

With two wanted for the lUO in 29 
overs, Tennekoon and Dias halted 
for liquid refreshment and the water 
—or the interlude—so affected Dias 
that he succumbed to another out¬ 
standing caught and bowled, this 
time by Stott at 107. 

The last two wickets put on 35 
useful runs, Opatha smiting two 
successive fours off Stott, In fact all 
the tailenders showed a willingness 
to hit even if the outlay showed only 
a modest return. These Sri Lanka 
batsmen nevertheless are a delight 
to watch. 

Scores in brief: 

SRI LANKA: 189 off 56.5 overs 
(Warnapura 20. Wettimuny 16, Ten- 
nckoon 59, Dias 25, Mendis 14, 
Opatha 18, McKechnie 3 for 25, 
Stott 3 for 48). 

NEW ZEALAND: 190 for one olT 
47.4 overs (Turner 83 not out, 
Wright 34, Howarth 63 not out). 

New Zealand won by nine wickets. 

Man of the Match: G. Howarth. 

ERIC TODD 
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Profile 


The other 
Ian 

Botham 


r rr WAS NOT F(»t THE CLOUDS 
you could see die shb aetting. In¬ 
stead. tbe heather and soruMy bushes 
are dimljr lit by the angry nA glow 
coming thrangh ^ mist from beund 
the hills to the west. A lonely figure, 
carrying a shotgun tramps, aoross the 
moors, silently-^ except for the oc¬ 
casional call to a boxer dog scnrnring 
happily behind. The wisid rusUng 
through the undergrowth is the only 
sound disturbing the tmnnqiUi^. 

Ian Botham, England hero and su¬ 
perstar. is. for a munent. free from 
the pressures of the world's cricket 
arenas, pursuing his favourite hobby. 
On the wihl moors near his Humber¬ 
side home, otAody, not even the dog 
—excepU him to succeed. 


. . igys 

ting the evidence of Ms 
is stacked in Hm deep freein at 

*1 Just Uke to wander along _ 

nothing, M my mind go cenvMoly 
Monk. Cridtet is phynca% tiriag 
game, bnt more time that h is very 
bard mentally. Yon need to oonoen- 
trate so hard for so long, wl&cfa is 
why it is good to get away.* 

It is not only true in the deserted 
moors of Humberside that Botham’s 
giant frame can be seen with gun 
in hand. Since be took up shooung 
as bis favourite form of relaxation 
three yean ago 'he has been granted 
omission to tramp across land in 
bis cricketing home', Somerset. 

Days off, when he can take ad¬ 
vantage of that, are all too rare. ‘T 
sometimes wish that every day lasted 
about six weeks,* he says, smiling. 
Tbefie's always so much to do. Partly 
that is the reason why 1 have m 
many diSbrent hobbies, because I 
behove that anyone needs the dianro 
to get aww and gather his tbougfats. 
H I get a day off during the summer, 
ru sometimes go shoomag all afters 
nooo—a«r then go out again in Use 
evening. 1 toke ^gger (the fomUy 
thrce-yeor-old Boner hitch) aod to- 
gethm- we walk for milet acroas tta 
couatryside. 


bnwr. T halo h^ 

don't tUnk I srantr mrlEe tnw 

^->and ns n kM 1 mast have 
the tMTor of load farmers. 


'Ow henae was an the edge a 
Yeovil, and t had a great time raan 
ing the surrean^Ung fields, dimhia 
hnes, ptachiag eggs, ah the thing 
kids get up tn. I may net cause a 
moth tfoubie on my expodiUons fat 
the oototrysMc now ba t I still nn}(t 
them every bit at mndL* 

Hw dehfbt be gets from beia, 
outdoors is r^lectod in bis range < 
bobbieL U be isn't sbaa^, h 
mid be playing getf. watiiUw fod 
ban, water skiii« or up to Ms ned 
in a river Hahing for setaaon. Evei 
bis home in Epworth, Doncastw 
underUnos Ms country attitudes. H 
moved thare three years ago afta 
marrying Kathryn, and together the 
settled into an oM-worM count 
cottage. 

During the wiaier, while Bothan 
led the wkkei-taken on Eng lamT 
trium^ani Adws-winniag tour t 
AustraOa, the builders moved in, 

*lt*s an oM cottage urith a pecuBi 
history—4a its time It hat beas evm^ 
thing from a comer shop to an aba 





ImbMM If CMM. 1 tgu imiiilnilj 
ilMt m iMd ttMdmted ^wkb 
icN;^ a i W» i akMrt ft iMMic 
eoiM te fuiiMr fr«» tk« tratk fi 
loarttiu we kwre rartend Its eU- 
werHI feel sad mede It awe snOna- 
r^Tla^ Ww iwImtelllBi a oeal 


TlMs^ tka konae IMS ke« r»de- 
d«Md araud Batkn'a dedra for a 
nuBtiT fMliaf. tka coarfkrtdde, 
aateftti Aminbf and dacaraUoat 
ira MaiMsr Ida vdfa's K9aaaifei> 
:i^. TkatVi bega w I an cdnnr 
k» enfate, 1 renenbar ak^ 
Maf far wafrmpo', aad 1 pkM eat 



W-anca B krieftet for Bothmn 


tae I Kind. Kadi juat hwkad korri- 
iad aad said: “Yihy da yov waat 
bat gkaitly parpic colour?” 

^ IS A HAPPY FAMILY MAN- 
despite the lone enforced ebsea- 
9M tkat a erkketinf career iaevit* 
ikip bftefc Tke Austraiiaa tour 
aeaat ae was away when bis 
laughter, Sarah, was bom. 

*AU I could think about for the last 
seek or ae was getting back. Wkea 
1 did aerne Sarah was asleep in her 
»t. aad we twtaed ia. Katl^ gentfar 
iHiued tke covers, aad we peered al* 
inoat ia awe aS her. In raaay ways it 
IS a akaan that I wilt miss tfe best 



^ea of fatherhood, because 1 will 
have^ to be away a lot wUle both 
Sarah aad Liam, who is two ia Au¬ 
gust, are growing up. 

‘But in this job yon have to accept 
that 1 hear other plmrs meaning 
that they never see theu families^t 
I don't get tempted to join in. That 
is what you choose whea you become 
a cricketer, and it is ae good com¬ 
plaining about it. Fortunately Kath 
uaderStaads vdiat a crkfcet’s life in¬ 
volves, and she accepts it.' 

Botham carefully organises his pri¬ 
vate life. Each hobby—apart fi^ 
shootinf—is aeatfy packaged into a 
particular week of the year. 

His fishing, for instance, is centred 
on one week at the end of the cricket 
season. Accompanied by the Somer¬ 
set howler. Dennis Breakwell and 
family, he retreats to a tog gbin ia 
Scotland aad goes in aeaig of sa¬ 
lmon. 


‘We qiend tke whoto week almost 
up to our necks In water. We’ve been 
the last two years, and ae far I 
haven't aught one salmon—but I’m 
determined that 1 will this year. I 
love the combination of peaceful 
scenery and the excitement ot trj^ 
to hook a fisiw-and the cfaalleage 
of achtoving it’ 

A cheUeage? That’s the cue to dis¬ 
cuss another favourke hobby—goK, 
tetham is a capable player—bit 
handicap is 11—ana a regular star of 
pro-am tournaments. 

‘I've played golf almost as long as 
I have played cricket, ia fact sing 
I was three. My father, who was a 
keen golfer, took me with him. Re 
cut one of his irons to a length 


which suited me, and played the 
whoto round with that one club—off 
the tee. on the fairway, ia sand traps 
and in the rough. 

‘Golf has one big appeal for me. It 
is a game that you epa never beat. 
One day you are in great form, tho 
next you are struggling round in the 
eighties and nineties, wondering why 
you are wastiog your time. It is lot 
like cricket, obviously my first spac¬ 
ing love, ia that respect Nobody— 
not even Lee TYevino or Jack Nick- 
lans—can guarantee he will play weU 
at the start of the day.’ 

Crick^ golf, shooting, fishing, the 
fmiiy. They all fit the classic ^cture 
of an EngOshmaa. But Botham also 
enjoys one pastime which is a legacy 
M his trips abroad—water skiing. 

‘1 first toamt when I was in Aus¬ 
tria on the whitbred sponsorship 
scteroe. I went with some friends to 
a lake near Victoria. The first time, 
almmt mevitaUy. was a disaster, t 
Cm into c liclf*tt^At poftition—and 
tlmn somersanlted awuit three times 
■long the top of the water. Luckily 
loKaped with nothing more than 
ondsea pride—and the second time 
I got up successfully. It was an exhi- 
larabng experience. 

Encouraged by bis exploits in Aus¬ 
tralia, Botham buight himself a 
small speedboat, whidi he takes to 
the Lake District or Sema^. The 
Lake [^strict is my favourite. Some¬ 
times we get a day there when the 
water is deserted and smooth like a 
duck pond. Nobody else Is around, 
and rm free to enjoy the exdtcmeat 
and the scenery. There’s a feeling of 
cmnplete freedom—and freedcro and 
good health are the most priceless 
assets you can have.’ 

HsptoOutxl with pan miMuorit'uw tii« CncKpMt 

21 








JSportsworld Serial 


SIXTH IN OUR SBRieS ON CLUBS 

JCT: 

Deservingly, 
Punjab's pride 

H. S. VIRDI 

T he PUNJAB — IN FACT, ALMOST THE ENTIIIE 
northern part of the country — has thousands of 
football oraiy fans. Unfortunately. Punjab has seen 
the birth of very few clubs and not very much compe¬ 
tition. Despite this, however, the State has produced 
Mveral playm who have dona^ India colours and enter¬ 
tained spe^ton all over the country. Among the Punjab 
dubs tnt have biased a trail of gl^ is Jagatjit Cotton 
and TejcMe Milte FootbaU Club. 

Todiur. JCT is a name that promises good, clean and 
eadting footbaU — and one that is certain to reach at 
least the hnal stages M every competition in which it 
takes part And yet JCT is one of the newest clubs Ui 
the football horizon of the country and the last one of 
note to have emer^d from Punjab. 

For a very long time, Punjab had only one good club, 
Punjab Police. Despite the. fact that footbaU was 
popular id the State, when players emerged from school, 
coHege and university competitions, they would often 
be rmuctant to join the police force, just to be able to 
contiaue playing footbaU. 

The situatkm did oot improve when another dub 
emerged — the Border Securi^ Force Football Club. 
Again, thu was not a dvilian team aod on^ those 
players who found it hard put to get empluymeat else¬ 
where would enrol in this services wing. 

Perhaps sensing this vacuum — and also in recog¬ 
nition of the talent going waste — the textile people of 


Phagwam decided to form a dnb of their owm. Ttaie 
orgBOisatioa acted wiaely. Immediately after ijht focnto 
tion, the chib found several youngsters interested in 
joining up, with a senae of both satisfaction and secnrUy. 
The mb was situated at Pbagwera, a little mere than 
tea miles from Jullunder and, apart from this dty edth 
a sports complex sad a sports school, tatented footoaUers 
arrived from the villages sronnd. 

With the passage of thne, JCT began to get recogni¬ 
tion and remct frmn all quarters. WitMn a dccitde, 
JCT Mills FootbaU Chib reached the top and is now 
considered among the best Bve or six cIok in the conn- 
try — both in temtt of Mtfonnaiice aod popularity. 
After the formation JCT. another club emerged. But 
this new outfit Leader FootbaU <Uub, could not keep its 
best players, who iavariaUy 'migrated’ to JCT to help 
that chtb maintain its star-studded image. 

Now, there are only time dubs left in Punjab. And 
the dub that immediately attracts attentkm — and one 
that has already carved a niche for itself by qiectacular 
displays — is JCT. Going by records, JCT stands out as 
the most successful club in the country in terms of 
trophws vron in its first twelve years of existence. Today, 
barring-the IFA Shield and a few others, timre is no 
prestigious trophy in the country which this chib has 
not adorned in its premises, llie dub has become a 
breeding ground for top footballers of the State. 

J a HAD VERY MOlffiST BEGINNINGS. VERY 
wisely, JCT began Iqr entering in tournaments of 
small standing. It confined itself to competitions in the 
surrounding villages or, at Its most venturesome, in oth<!ir 
parts of the State. After three years of this gentle 
‘^breaking-in”, when the team had reached a inodest 
standard and the players bad acquired a measure M con¬ 
fidence, the dub made its first notable appearance. 

Playing in the Deshmedi fombal^ tonmament in 
1970, JCT defeated established clubs like Punjab Police 
and Punjab State Electridty Board. This was very encou¬ 
raging for the players as weU as the cslablishroent. The 
employers decided to enter the fray in a big way. 

JCT then partidpated in the first Sohanlal Dugar 
Shield tournament in Texpur. Assam. It went through 
the early rounds with confidence and emerged runners- 
up. This set ttie path for greater glory, for which it did 
not have to wait for hMig. in 1972, JCT played in the 
Gwalior Gold Cup tonrnaroeut — in Gwalior — and 
the Mahant Laxman Dass Memorial competition in 
Debra Dun. It won both. 






aoM «« «• farflnai «»•$ «od idayinc 
•Mhr M tn w rt CBum t i o M «c»i>ut a wide variety ef 
mm — Mped the playiars to gain expcrieiioe and 
atUHTpoB their tmm aaeOeds of play. After 1972, the dab 
never leaked heck, la fac^ it aet sudi a paUem that 
aeon ita mm entry eaanred its passage into at least the 
aaaMnek of each oonpetithm. 

Ke e«dy UTS. JCr took pari in the G. V. Raja 
■ a nwri al tnar eaaa e et in Trivaadnini. It sailed smoothly 
la ttie iaaL After a few monUis, it entered the Mohan 
MeeUa eonpetltioa In Solan, Himachal Pradesh. This 
townammit tnerked ttie Arst victory for the dub in IVTS. 
laamedtetely after this, JCT won Hie Gwalior Gold Cap. A 
‘habtriefc’ was cxunpleted vdiea It took home the Nehru 
Moamrial trnphv from Lucknow. Towards the end of the 
yonr, it roncaed tho fiani of the tough Durand oompeti- 
Uoa. 

JCT Bterted loBowing year in great style. It 
won tho very first tournament in which it took part — 
the Htrabai Gold Cup in Kota, Rajasthan. It was foliow- 
od hy another victaiy. this time way dovm south — the 
Nagm memo ri al traiphy in Calioit Further success 
swmted the dnb at It went through the rounds of the 
Inspnl monorial towraament in Ludhiana. And the 
crowning glory came when JCT demolidied the two foot¬ 
ball giants of the country. Mohun Bagsn and East Bengal, 
on its way to finishing Jwnt winners of the Durand Cup. 

The year 1977 was alao good. JCT won the Punjab 
Football (^ampioDship and alao tbe Hirabat Gold Cup. 
In tbe Durand and the DCIi competitions ibe dub finish¬ 
ed nnmers-ap. la 1978, JCT shared tbe Punjab Football 
Champtendiip titla with Punjab PoUce. 

A ccording to mr t. n. ohri, senior assistant 

fadory mana^. the idea of starting the dub was 
to promote football and boost tbe game in the State. 1 
have learnt frmn close quarters that only Punjabi players 
are taken into the side. 

Mr. Ohri, who also looks after the company's 
sports activities, soys, the total expenditure on a single 
player is Rs. 4.000 annually. The total cost for the whole 
dub is over Rs S lakhs a year. Mwe than Rs 3 lakhs 
is spent on players’ salaries. The other expenses indade 
the qiednl daily diet of the players. The plajrers are 
entitled 'to gratuity, provident fund, free medical faci¬ 
lities, bonus and teave benefits. Most of these fadlities 
are not available to players in other dubs. 


Not only this, the players are given two summer 
and winter suits in addition to playing kits. The tetai 
expe n d i ture on tbe players amounts to about Rs 26,000 
per month. The mam benefit to the players is that ^ey 
do not have to work at all in the factory. However, they 
have to be very regular on the field. Any casual visitor 
can see them sweating it out in the Akal atadinm of 
Ptaagwara. Besides, the other important feature is that 
players are absorb^ in the Mills as regular employees, 
wiUi tbe seme pay-Kales, after they retire from the game. 

In the field, the players are not allowed to slacken 
their efforts. They practice for four hours daily, two 
each in the morning and evening. JCT Mills have their 
own football stadium in the premises, built at a cost of 
Rs. 4 lakhs. The chdi continues playing throughout the 
year and portidpates in almost all the major football 
tournaments. Only last month, JCT unfortunately lost 
in the semMlnals to mother Punjab aide, BSF, in a tic- 
breakor in the Federation Cup tournament in Gauhati. 

JCT eiijm the services of one of the ell-time 
‘greats' low Stedk. nils celebrated striker is al¬ 
ready ssmtUag of e legend. He is one Panjabi foot- 
hnUer who has brou^ immense glory to the ttatc 
throngh dmer ImUvMaal contribution. Speed end dciU 
ere the dkM weapons in Inder Singh’s arinauev. . Onre 
he gets the bell, he qirints towards Urn rivers foalmouth 
with incredible ipeed and scores from almost impossible 
anfitea. It was this skill witii which Inder scored 2S goals 
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For quick relief 
take 

strong and trusted 

ANACIN 


Strang: Anacin relieves pain quickly 
because it has more of the pain-reliever 
doctors recommend most the world over. 

Trasted: Anacin is a combination of 
medicines like a doctor’s trasted pres¬ 
cription, Tliat’s why millions of people 
take as well as recommend Anacin. 

fw the ptin of colds and flu. 
headache, backache, muscular pain and 
toothache. 
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in ttie 1!)74 Nationals at Jullundcr. This ervat playcts, 
has tlic distinction of loudine the Indian football sid«^ 
thrice. In 1969, he became the first Punjab player 
(.iarnail Singh represented Bengal) to represent the 
Asian All-Stars team. For his meritorious services, he 
was awarded the coveted Arjuna award in 1969. Today, 
this JCT star has fans all over India. 

The JCT establishment is always on the look-out for 
fresh tahmt. The process of recruiting new players goi:s 
on throughout the year, For this, a close watch is Kepi 
on .school and college players and wlumever a promisiiig 
plaver shows interest in joining the club, he is iinine- 
diately oHered a job in a suitable rank. 

One such example is the brilliant Kashmira Singh. 
Thi.s lad was a student of the State School of Sports, 
Jullundur. He showed sparks of talent in various tourna¬ 
ments. He is from a family which needed Kashmira’s 
financial support. JCT soon recruited Ka.shmira Singh, 
thereby adding to the talent in their ranks and also pro¬ 
viding-financial aid for his family. Kashmiia is a player 
whose talent and fame will .soon be known outside 
Punjab. 

There is an atmosphere of armaraderle in the club, 
which helps the players to forge a good combination, 
"ouch S. Gurcharan Singh Virk enjoys a healthv repul,i- 
'ion. He has been associated with JCT from the time 
he club was formed. Mr Virk undiTstands every player 
horoughly and this enables him to get the bi'St out of 
hem in each tournament. 

One of the star players is Jagir, who joined the club 
ive years ago. He represented Punjab in the Nationals 
or ten years. His brilliant performances received recog- 
lition when he was selected to represent India in the 
Offer tournament at Kabul. The same year, he played 
or the country in the Merdeka eom|M‘tilion. In 1977, 
le could not take part in any tournainenl because ot a 
iiice injury. 

There is another player on the JCT rolls who is very 
oung and talented—Parminder Singh, (see profile in 
iportswiwU, May 16). Similarly, there arc many others 
vhu have contribiiled to the national cause at one lime 
r other. JCT’s goalkeeper Siirjit and G. S._ Parmar 
epresented India in the last Asian Games at Bangkok. 



Surjit Singh—one of the best goalies tn the a/untry today. 
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tFA LEAGUE 

East 
Bengal 
yet to 
combine 

npHE CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 
^ league is at last hotting up, 
with the top three teams—Mohun 
Bagan, Cast Bengal and Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting—gearing themselves to 
the struggles ahead. But the trend 
of 1979 is already clear. One will 
not be surprised if ail three teams 
lo.se points in the coming weeks. 
While Mohammedan S. C. have al¬ 
ready done so, in their very first 
outing, it is going to be difficult for 
both Mohiin Bagan and East Bengal 
to maintain clean slates as in the 
past, when the confrontation with 
each other used to decide the. issue 
of the league title. 

The week-ending June 9 saw East 
Bengal struggling to earn full points 
again.st unpretentious Tollygunge 
Agragami and a weak Rajasthan 
Club. In lact, if luck hadn’t very 
strongly aided them. East Bengal 
would have lost at least one point 
to Tollygunge. The lion-hearted 
Tolly outfit, with a judicious mix of 
veterans and youngsters, ran rings 
round their more famous counter¬ 
parts and did everything in the se¬ 
cond session of the match but score. 

Conversely, Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing seem to have gradually over¬ 
come their initial ineptitude. Al¬ 
though their margins of victory 
were never very high, their superi¬ 
ority over their opponents was never 
in doubt. Two key players in the 
side, linkman Samaresh Choudhury 
and striker Najecb, seem to have 
regained their form, while the en¬ 
try of Premnath Philip should now 
strengthen the defence. 

Mohun Bagan seem to have got 
into stride fully and, despite the 
fact that their striking power seems 
limited to the flankmen, they have 
amply demonstrated their clear stir 
periority over the teams they have 
met so far. This is due, in large mea¬ 
sure, to Gautam Sarkar in midfield 
and Subroto Bhattacharjee and 
Pradip Choudhury in defence. But 
Mohun Bagan's left flank is weak, 
with captain Dilip Paht nut shaping 
too well and Compton Dutta— who 
represented the country in the De¬ 
cember Asiad—being an inadequate 
substitute. 


Mohun Bagan: The match against 
Bengal Nagpur Railway was very 
satisfying from Mohun Ragan’s point 
of view, when they won 5-0. In their 
second outing, against Calcutta Port 
Trust, they gave a very lack-lustre 
display and were able to score just 
two goals, one in each halt. 

Before their match against Mohun 
Bagan, the B. N. R. coach Debu 
Ghosh, who had played for the Rail¬ 
ways in the Nationals, said that his 
team would, “closely mark the 
Mohun Bagan players, especially 
Gautam Sarkar and Prasun Banerjee. 
We will play in the normal 4-2-4 
formation and try to play as we do 
against any other club. I have told 
my boys not to hold on to the ball 
too much and try to play one-touch 
or two-touch." He added with a 
laugh: ‘But, what 1 say is not al¬ 

ways followed.’’ After the match all 
he had to say was: “Mohun Bagan 
played really well. Their wing-for¬ 
wards and their linkmen played good 
iootball. I have nothing to complain 
about my .players.’’ 

The Port Trust coach Sunil Nundy 
said before the match: “We will 
play in a different style altogether. 
I’ll have a sweeper in a 1-3-2-4 for¬ 
mation. The captain has been ins; 
tructed to change the approach ac¬ 
cording to the trend of play. In the 


beginning we will defend our dte 
dal and then if we see that Mohui 
Bagan is not exerting too much pres 
sure, we will go forward. We wil 
mainly attack trom the right flani 
since we feel that, this season. Dilif 
Pa lit is not playing well, and 1 have 
got a very experienced player ii 
Kashi Nundy' to utilise the weak 
spot in the Mohun Bagan defence.' 
After the match he did not seem 
too satisfied. "Both their goals were 
lucky. Wc played well but were un 
lucky not to score." 

In the first match. Mohun Bagan 
made full use of their fast flankmen, 
Manas and Bidesh. and were able to 
dominate the proceedings after their 
initial nervousness. They notched up 
five goals, among which the goals by 
Bidesh and one of the two by Manas 
were real treats. Gautam Sarkar 
played a very good game, complete- 
iv dominating the midfield. In the 
second game, the niedios failed^and 
the whole team was found wanting. 
Once again it was Pradip Choud'hury 
in defence who covered a lot of 
ground and bottled up the gaps that 
were created by his colleagues. 

Mohun Bagan coach P. K. Baner¬ 
jee said : “The harmony with which 
we were playing was broken in the 
last game against Port Trust. The 
heat is taking its toll on my players. 
One of the advantages of smaller 
teams is that they play within a 
small area. My forwards have to 
rover a lot of ground and after one 
or two sprints, they need a rest. On 
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Dat’id Willhmn leaping clear of flojasOinn goalie, Sheihk Akhlar. 






Manas 
Bhatta- 
charjee: 
Most 

impressive 

C alcutta has very often 

seen “seasonal** stars. Every 
year, the Calcutta Football League 
produces at least a couple of play¬ 
ers whose stock shoots up beyond 
the average appreciation level. In 
1OT7. Manoranjan Bhattacbarjee 
covered himself with glory and 
towards the fag end of the year, 
iKcame something of a super-star 
' in East Bengal. The same year, 
' Bideih Bose of Mohun Bagan be¬ 
came a household name. Last 
year, however, most of the estab¬ 
lished stars held sway. 

In the one who has really 
caught the e.ve is Manas Bhatta- 
charjee, Mohun Bagan’s right 
flankman. I>ast year, he seemed 
to be in a frenzy to score, which 
ultimately cost him his place in 
the side. His competitor,for the 
flank berth was Subhas Bhow* 


.. 

-shik, the bulldozing player who 
rose from being a near-discard to 
become a regular in the side 
again. 

But Manas has learnt his lesson. 

' This year, he still hasn't been able 
to shrug off the tendency to 
score on his own, but he has 
developed a new and very potent 
style. Blessed with amazing on- 
the-ball speed, he now distri¬ 
butes the ball often and very 
judiciously. In addition, he has 
scored two goals whidi were ab¬ 
solute gems, besides showing a 
penchant for sudden volleys 
which have kept the opposition 
defence on tenterhooks. 

Manas Bhattacbarjee has deve¬ 
loped such understanding with 
left flankman Bidesh Bose that 
they know exactly when to inter¬ 
change positions or pass to each 
other across yawning gaps. Both 
being extremely fleet-footed, this 
combination could strike terror 
into any defence. ' 

But all this has been in Mohun 
Bagan's first few matches. The 
Calcutta league still has a long 
way to traverse, but if Manas 
maintains this form, he will cer¬ 
tainly emerge as one of the best 
players on the Calcutta maidan. 

ARIJIT SEN, Calcutta 
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the second day, I had only one win¬ 
ger, as Bidesh was indisposed. Tapan 
failed as a winger. Xavier failed 
miserably cn that day. He is be¬ 
coming timid. .So is Ulaga. Manas 
played a good game, but the load 
was too much on him. Despite that, 
he created some openings that should 
have been converted.’’ 

East Bengal:, Six matches arc al¬ 
ready over, but East Bengal’s 
star-studded team has yet to get 
into stride. Coach Arun Ghosh 
is a worried man. He has tried all 
possible combinations (even trying 
out striker Mihir Bose as a linkman 
in the match against Tollygunge 
Agragami) without much success. 
With the crucial tie against Mohun 
Bagan drawing near, he still does 
not know what his first eleven will 
be or how well his side will click. 

In fact. East Bengal were dis¬ 
tinctly lucky not to lose at least one 
point against Tollygunge Agragami. 
A .spectacular goal bv striker Shab- 
bir Ali — when the latter brilliantly 
chested a Surojit Sengiipta centre 
and volleyed in — in the early parr 
of the match saw the home team 
through with full puint.s. but not be¬ 
fore Tollygunge Agragami drove 
them to the wall. The spiiited 
Tollygunge boys, especially veteran 
Sankar Baner'ee, Pradip Dutta and 
Anudeb Das, deserve kudos tor 
displaying a brand of football nut 
expected fioni a ’junior’ club. Thev 
started slowly, then took control of 


the game and completely dominated 
the proceedings in the second half. 

Sankar Banerjee, Tollygunge’s 
player-cum-coach. Said later; “We 


tried to play a different type of 
game. Beside having two usual 
linkmen, Sukumar Mukherjee and 
Shyamal De played as ‘withdrawal 
medios’. Thi.s enabled us to create 
lot of openings. I knew that for play¬ 
ing with the 4-4-2 formation, we 
needed a lot ot extra energy and I 
am happy to s<'e that iny boys were 
successful’’ 

In fact, mighty East Bengal were 
completely pinned down by the 
Tollygunge boys. Their ace forward 
Surojit Sengupta was so tightly 
marked by left-back Anudeb Das— 
this, incidentally, is the latter’s first 
Senior Division season — that a 
frustrated Surojit played very rough¬ 
ly was lucky not to be warned by 
the referee. Except for three long’ 
range _ drives by skipper Prasanta 
Baner,jec, there was nothing worth 
mentioning from the Ea.st Bengal 
point of view. 

With a little more justice from 
the man with the wliistle and a bit 
of luck, Tollygunge could have won 
the match 2-1. Pradip Dutta, the 
Tollygunge _ striker, after dribbling 
past Satyajit Mitra and Shyamal 
Ghosh, was about to enter the East 
Bengal penally area when Mono- 
ran.ian Bhattacharjee pulled at his 
jersey, Dutta. seeing no alternative, 
took a hurried shot which went 
straight to goalkeeper Bhaskar Gan- 
guli. Tollygunge deseived at least a 
direct free-kick but, instead, Mr 
Robi Chakraborty showed the yellow 
card to Pradip Dutta for protesting to 
the referee. 

The next one was a near thing for 
East Bengal Shaping, as if he would 
take a shot to the goalkeeper’s right, 
Dutta placed to the left and Ganguli, 


Manas Bhatiachanee scoring the first goal for his team against Port Trust. 
Goalie Deejiak Barua lies on the ground. 









«t the last moment, dived full length 
to stop the ball in the second 
attempt. The East Ilcngal goalkeeper 
later admitted that he was totally 
fooled. He told Dutta later: "It was 
my good luck, and your bad luck, 
that you didn’t get that goal.” 

East Bengal gave an improved 
display in their next match against 
Rajasthan though their forwards 
time and again failed to increase 
their lone-goal margin. David 
Williams, Shabbir Ali and Surojit 
Scngupla, all wasted sitters. How¬ 
ever, the goal which Shabbir scored 
was the result of a brilliant bit of 
understanding among the East 
Bengal -forwards — Williams sent a 
low grounder, Sajjad allowed it to 
go to Shabbir and the latter tapped 
it in. While Shabbir is improving day 
by day, the most noteworthy feature 
of this match from East Bengal's 
point of view was that, for the first 
time in the season, their midfield 
functioned well. 

Mohammedan Sporting ; The fourth 
league tie against Eastern Command 
did not come off because of a heavy 
shower. But the home team and the 
referee were present. So tar, the Com¬ 
mand has not fielded a side in their 
nine outings. The army outfit has so 
far conceded 3b points, if one is to 
go by the lEA ruling that two points 
would be deducted in addiiion to the 
two points conceded to the opposition 
if a team refused to play. It is not 
known whether Eastern Command 
will play in the remaining matches, 
as most of their players from differ¬ 
ent units, have been transferred on 
essential duty elsewhere. 

The Mohammedan S. C. outfit did 
have some practise on that wet June 
5. And how much they benefitted 
was seen in their encounter with Ka- 
lighat. It was altogether a different 
team. The way they started out It 
seemed as if they would triumph very 
convincingly. It was a tale of 
missed chances, as Mohammedan S. C. 
had the thrust, biit lacked finish. So 
they had to be content with a lone 
goal win, scored superbly in the first 
session Najeeb—a well controlled 

volley off a Sanzari pass. This goal 
gave Najeeb much-needed confidence. 
Latifuddin worked hard and linkman 
Samaresh Choudhury at last seemed 
to be fitting into the team. But hU 
counterpart and captain Habib was 
Welt below his best. Even after the 
match, he looked sore and refused 
to say anything. 

F or KALIGHAT. THIS WAS THE 
second defeat after they bad won 
five matches. They took full advantage 
of the strong wind in their favour with 
long shots after the break, whereas 
Mohammedan Sporting seemed to re¬ 
vert back to their earlier perfor¬ 
mance. 

As some of their players said after 
the match, they were playing 
against the hreeze But that was not 
a good enough excuse to cover up 
the appalling performance in the se¬ 
cond naif, liie fact is, the team as a 
whole lacked stamina. Premnath Pbl- 



Goalie Prasanlti Nandy of Kalighat thtiwrli Habib and the bearded Samari. 


lips made hig debut for Mohammedan nived hint, for future matches, 1 am 

S C. in Calcutta. He was not out- thinking of forming a barricade with, 

standing as a right back, but should police personnel—from the club to the 

do better as he familiarises himself ground~to avoid confusion, especial- 

with Calcutta conditions "I need more ly with the crowds", Mr Khan add 

stamina and 1 have to adapt to the cd. 

climatic conditions here", he said. pUT THE MOHAMMl^DAN S. C. 

After the match, coach Rahman D camp was not very cool after the 

.seemed furious. 1 suggested that his match. There was utter chaos. . The 

team played well in the first half, victory against Kalighat did not seem 

"Yes. But how can' a team play when to have helped the players’ morale, as 

there is no security? Anwar Hussain, a couple of them (players) said angrily, 

the fullback, was beaten up by the "What is the use of playing? Are 

police. It broke the morale of the we just machines? What are the offi- 

team. The officials did nothing about cials doing for the players? We get 

this”. His monologue continued, but no facilities. If this continues, we 

it was in his native tongue, which I will tell everyone about what is go- 

tailed to grasp. Was Rahman trying ing on here. The officials arc only 

to avoid the question of his team's interested in themselves.” 
pertorinance in the second half, by If this is what is going on in the 
raking up the Anwar issue? camp, why blame Habib and his boys? 

"There is no players* gate on the They are alway.s ready -to share the 
Mohammedan S. C. ground, as there joys and sorrows of the club. But 

is in the other two big clubs” said the club will have to take steps to 

Ml Rashid Khan. f)v Commissioner, provide all facilities to the players, 

Calcutta Police. “And thi.s is the main so that they could give off their 

problem here. Anwar’s case was acci- best. 

dental and if he was in a player’.s ahuit sin wuh aiok DAsr.ueiA 
dress, the police would have recog- subhas sahcar jni sahajit otu 


IS i!>nsH 



!*r:TT(Nr: aside all mi- 

^ nuiiiis nliout I ho propo' 
d « ol Miliir Ho-rf-. 

r I’liiosli S.dui. Iho ftiol- 
ill socrolai V ot Iho (luh 
id’ “I'hoii- was no (luoslion 
oxpolliiiK Miiiti Uoso bo 
iiiso iiist aitor tho nialoh. 

whidi that sad iiuadoiit 
Tiirrod, Mihir wiolo an 
anIoKV to tho < ln)i slntinc 
;at ho was roallv soiiv foi 
hat ho ha<i don<'. Ilo ovon 
(id that lio (onId not rc- 
tllool when h(‘ had actuallv 
ikon olf hl^ )i‘i'.ov. Ho told 
s that tho ptihlio wcath 
as too nindi for him and 
) he had adod inipnlsi- 
sly." After tho iiiatoli. a 
iclion ol the sport,pots 
aowod dissalisfadion over 
■osp's bohavioiir. 'Iho\ wont 
way poaiofully alter Hose 
aine out alone with ooadt 
itun (ihosh ami Suraiit son- 
upta to oxi)oo-.s his loeiot. 
I riintour had spread that 
he thill had told Milnr Hose 
a apologise in wriline and 
he playt r had said tli.it 
into he had already o\- 
ire.ssod his rr'eret to the 
ublio and since they had 
oreivon him. In; would not 
o so Wliori oii(> of thj' out- 
tation players ho.ird about 
his, all he had to sa\ was; 
They won't exiiel him, even 
r ho does not wide tbo 
ipoloev. Aftoi all ho is 
heir ‘own' rii.oi 

r ns YEAR A NKVV 
trend is evident in 
Utta football. Tho plavors 
if the ‘bifi' clubs (juilo fio- 
lupnlly watch their rivals 
day, to .see their strategy 
ind notice their weaknesses 
Vhen Mohamntedan Spor¬ 



ting opened Iheir Ir-aKiie 
eiigagenienl .iiMinst Cakiitta 
(iymkhana, Shy.mi d U.iner- 
Jee and Santo ,li Hose of 
Moluin H.ifjao weie in the 
•stands. On another day, 
when Mohairnnedan Spor¬ 
ting was playing Kidderpore. 
Subhash Bhowniick. Shabir 
All, Taiuit Hose and Sajjad 
of East Hengal were sitting 
on the sidelines. The three 
T’lmiabi’ players of tho 
same dub, Manjit. Gurdev 
and llarjinder Singh watch¬ 
ed Mnhun Hagan pbiy BNR. 
That day Hidosh lloso jdav- 
ed a wondoitui game and 
(oinnienls like, “Cutdev be¬ 
lter watch out”, “go and 
ask Aiun Ghosh how he’ll 
.'top Hidi'.sh". weie heard 
from the galleries. They left 
the ground while the match 
was still on. and sja-rtators 
wore riiiick ' lo coininont ; 
“They are running away. ’ 
That dav Mohun Ragan's 
suppoiters were very happv 
because their team had not¬ 
ched five goals against BNR 
—the highi'st tally in the 
league—while East Bengal 
had scoiod only four goals 
ag.iinsi the same dub. 

THROUGHOUT THE .SEA- 
.son Mohiin Bagan coach 
I‘. K. Baneijce wears the 
Same trousers and shirt. A.s 
is the practuv, the reserve 
players and the oificials of 
the club sit on the ground. 
But. P. K. sits at a distance 
from them. Whenever a 


player misses a goal or docs 
something wrong, all he doc.s 
is slap the ground. And, if 
his team is not winning at 
that stage, ho is .seen pacing 
along the edge of the 
giound. He even gives in- 
slructions to any player 
close by. 

WHEN MOHIIN BAGAN 
scored thc-ii first goal 
against BNR after 28 agoni- 
-sing minutes, Pradip Chou- 
dhiiry was seen with folded 
hands for a few seconds, 
perhaps thanking the al¬ 
mighty for the goal On the 
.same day, Mana.s .sent 
a good volley which just 
missed the target. He turn¬ 
ed around as if to ask his 
coach whether he was satis¬ 
fied. All P.K. could do was 
laugh it off. 

YEN AFTER EAST BEN 
gal had won their third 
match against Bengal Nag¬ 
pur Railway by a comman- 
dable margin of 4-0, their 
camp was not at all happy. 
Skipper Prasanta Banerjee 
said; “The two players who 
have been chosen to play 
aloiig'Side me, Manjit and 
Devraj, are moving forward 
a great deal. So there is a 
wide gap behind, which I 
have to manage akmc. And 
Gurdev is playing a little 
erratically." Monoranjan 
Bhattacharjee, Gurdve’.s par¬ 
tner in the defence line, de¬ 
clined to say anything about 
the performance of Gurdev: 


“Please don’t 'ask me any 
thing, you arc seeing it fo 
yourself.” After a few day 
of playing in Calcutta, th 
people in the gallery hav 
named Gurdev “straigi 
Singh” for he makes all hi 
clearances straight aheae 
Mathews has also earned 
nickname for himscIT- 
Stanley Mathews. 

Mr S. K. Acharyya, Pres; 
dent. West Bengal Stat 
Council of Sports in a recen 
Press conference in hi 
chamber at the Calcutt 
High Court said: “There ha 
been a lot of criticism abou 
the supply of drinking w< 
ter (at the grounds). Bu 
what 1 don’t understand I 
why the Pre.^s is writing s 
much about this? No goveri 
ment in the last GO year 
has done anything about 
at all—in fact they neve 
even thought about it. W 
are .solving this problei 
pcrmanantly by installin 
deep tube wells in the.thre 
enclosed grounds, the co* 
of which will be Rs 2. 
lakhs. It will take about si 
weeks to inslal this, but i 
the meantime five lanl 
have been placed in the pul 
lie stands, four in the 6 
paise and one m the. Rs 1.1 
enclosures. Outside Ih 
ground there are also foe 
tanks which arc mobile, t 
maintain a supply to th 
people when they are quci 
ing up to get in.” Bu. 
one’s memory does not fai 
a private organisation. KasI 
Vishwanath Samiti, used t 
cater to the needs of th 
people during the last fc 
years. 


'N OPPOSITION <'AMP : Some of the East Hengal player’! on the Mohammedan Sporting ground, watching Md. S. 

plaiy Kidderfwre. From left (on top) Palash Nandy (nickel), Suba.sh Bhowmich, Sambaram Banerjee (cricket), 
'arun Rose and Shyamal Cho.sh. On the ground (from left) Mir Sajjad and Shabir Alt. 




PRE-ASIAN BASKETBALL 

Punjab 

make 

history 

P UNJAB MEN ARE NEW PRE- 
Asian basketball champions. It 
is the first major triumph for Pun¬ 
jab’s male cagers after they had won 
the National title in 1951 at Ludhia¬ 
na—-the venue for the 9th Pre-Asian 
basketball championship, which was 
held at the flood-lit Guru Nanak 
Stadium from May 30 to June 3. 

Former national champions Services 
and current inter-zonal champions 
Rajasthan were pushed to second and 
third places, respectively, while hol¬ 
ders Rest of India slipped to fifth 
place. 

The Pre-Asian tournament, conduc¬ 
ted prior to the Asian Basketball 
Championship, witnessed the four 
semi-finalists, Services, Raja.sthan, Bi¬ 
har and Railways, of the Kottayam 
Nationals, hosts Punjab and the Rest 
of India led by gigantic Kirit Oza of 
Gujarat, in action in a round-robin 
league spread over five days. Accor¬ 
ding to convention, Rest of India has 
to field ail the 12 players in one 
match or the other. 

Soon after their arrival at this in¬ 
dualrial town. Railways unleashed a 
“bombshell’-declared that they would 
not play without hoopster-turned- 
journalist Javed Akhtar and former 
international Abbas Montassir. Both 
these players are under suspension 
for their alleged misbehaviour with 
a Bombay referee. They almost car¬ 
ried out their threat as they refused 
to take the field in their opening 
match against Services. 'The organi- 
•sers awarded a ‘walk over’ to Servi¬ 
ces afjer all their efforts to persuade 
Railways to play without the suspen¬ 
ded players failed. Next day, how¬ 
ever, the dispute was amicably set¬ 
tled on the intervention of Mr P. N. 
Sankaran, the Honorary Secretary of 
the BFI. Railways agreed to play 
without Abbas and Javed. Services, 
in a sporting gesture, agreed to ‘re 
play’ their match against Railways. 

I UNDOUBTEDLY BIHAR WERE 
> the weakest in the competition. 
Perhaps the absence of their wily 
play-maker T. Vijayraghvan, and 
Harbhajan Singh was the reason. 
They were so discouraged that they 
conceded their lasit fixture against 
Services. Two-metre plus Sunil Panda 
was off colour while the country's 
tallest eager Sriva-stava failed to 
show up at Ludhiana. 

Railways without Abbas Montassir, 
had a brittle defence which gave way, 
in most of the encounters, under 


pressure. After a flying start on the 
owning day against depleted Bihar 
(100-75), Railways lost their next 
three matches to Rajasthan (70-113), 
Punjab (65-84) and Services (79-118). 
However, they had .some consolation 
when they beat Rest of India (96-93) 
in a titanic close battle. 

Rest of India, comprising players 
from other States, won impressively 
against Punjab on the opening day, 
but failed to live upto their reputa¬ 
tion. Gujarat’s Kirit Oza excelled 
both in marking and shooting from 
below the board. The way he subdued 
Sunil Panda spoke volumes for the 
improvement Kirit Oza has brought 
in his play after Kottayam. Besides, 
Anil Gulatl, T. S. Sandhu and Nirmal 
Chaudhary were consistent perfor¬ 
mers for the Rest team. 



Kirit Oza—top soffrer of the loiirna- 
wieiit. 


Rajasthan, after their morale boas¬ 
ting performance at Bombay in the. 
inter-zonal competition look^ strung 
contenders for the title along with 
Services. Their hopes rested on lanky 
Ajmer, stout, compactly built Zora- 
war Singh and the excellent dribbler, 
Hanuman Singh. 

Rut Punjab and .Services played 
much loo well against them. Rajas¬ 
than lost to Punjab (74-90) and Ser¬ 
vices (86-93) for ilheir only defeats 
while they pipped Railway.'! (113-70) 
and the Rest of India (79-78) in an 
exciting encounter. 

Services, who .suffered their first 
defeat at the hands of any State team 
in the last 20 years, had seven intei- 
nationals in their ranks. Bui miscal¬ 
culation, on the part of their coach 


Captain M. Rajan cost them deariy. 
Skipper Maninoban Singh,, the team’* 
top .scorer against Bihar (47) and 
Rajasthan (41) was not played against 
Punjab for reasons unknown. Punjab’s 
Kuldip Singh and Shyam Lai 
mark^ Om Prakash and Radhcy 
Shyam—^the profllic scorers for Ser- 
vlce.s—.so effectively that scoring Was 
entrusted to Ramji Lai and pint-sized 
P. C Nair. Punjab maintained a 10- 
puint lead throughout and ultimately 
won at 6<f-S9. 

P UNJAB, AFTER LOSING TO REST 
of India (66-87) on the opening 
day, staged a splendid recovery 
defeating current inter zonal cham¬ 
pions Rajasthan (90-74), Railways 
(84-65) ami Bihar (84-64) The return 
ol the versatile ace interna'ional Anil 
Puiij in the side made Punjab most 
formidable. Amazingly, in almost all 
the matches but for the opening day, 
Punjab fielded and retained the 
original set of five players—Kuldip, 
Shyam Lai, Paraiudeep, iJaldev and 
.4nil Punj. It was evident troni tirpir 
style and stamina that they had put 
in k>‘. of hard work prior to the 
championship including a two-nionth 
long couching camp at Ludhiana. Anil 
Punj was the lone boopsler to excel 
with his drive ins while skipper 
Paramdeep and Baldev Singh potted 
from distance with confidence and 
au'horily. 

The final standings wrre; Punjab 
1, St'ivices 2, Rajasthan 3, Railways 
4, Rest ot India .5, Bihar 6. 

Though both Punjab and Services 
record«-d four wins each, Punjab wi'i'c. 
adjudged winners for having beaten 
Services. 

T he selection commiitee of 

B.F.I. which includes internatio¬ 
nals and Arjuna awarders Khushi 
Ram, Sarabjil Singh and Venkatara- 
man picked 26 probables from whom 
the iQdian team tor .‘.he Asian 
Basketball Clianipion.ship would be 
picked. The other selectors were: 
Mr Jayarain, Mi Joginder ,fogi, Mr 
S. K. .Singh, and Captain M. Rajan. 

Surprise.s were the exclusi-in of 
Serviit;.. skipper Manniohan .Singh 
and the inclusion of Karnataka’s O. 
Dilip and Sei vices P C. Nair. Man- 
mohan was in brilliant lonn during 
the. championship. 

The probables arc: Kuldip Singh, 
Shyam Lai, Paramdeep Singh, Haldev 
Singh, and Anil Punj (all Punjab) 
Radhey Shyam, Om Prakash, Balkar 
Singh and P. C. Nair (Serviie-;), Hanu¬ 
man Singh, Zorawar Singh, Ajmer 
Singh and Raman Otip'a (Rajasthan), 
S, K Panda. T. Vijayraghvan and D. 
P. Irani (Bihai), Abdul Hamred Khan 
and Muili Nath (Railways). T. S. 
Sandhu .nnd Anil Gulati (l>lhi), 
I’arinod Kumar and Nirmal Ciiau- 
dh.'uy (Chandigarh), Selva Kumar 
,ind C Dilip (Karnalaka) and Kint 
0/.1 i(.ujar,it). 

PHABHjOT PAUL SINGH 
I UUHIANA 




Sportsworld Special 


WIMBLEDON PREVIEW 

Will Borg 
make it 
four-in-a- 
row? 

Or will Copnors swear • 
revenge ? Or will it be the 
new superstar. John 
McEnroe- who. reports 
SYDNEY FRISKIN from 
London. Vi/ay AmritraJ 
tips this year. 

Y ou CAN SAY WHAT YOU LIKE 
for the devastating power of the 
big guys in tennis but give me the 
touch artists, some of whom will be 
seen at Wimbledon starting on June 
25 to provide an absorbing contrast 


to the powerful servc-and-volley 
game. Among them will be Vijay 
AmritraJ who joined several stars at 
the Beckenham tournament in an 
early dress rehearsal for Wimbledon. 
When I met Vijay at Beckenham he 
had just come off the court after 
beating David CoUings, a tough Aus¬ 
tralian who had taken him to three 
sets and given him a bit of a fright. 
Vijay was leading &I and 4-1 before 
CoUings hurled himself into a fierce 
conflict to hold the match point at 
on his own service in the final set. 
Class told in the end with Vijay run¬ 
ning out the winner at 7-5. 

After a quick shower and a cup of 
tea Vijay was ready to talk. Giving 
me a quick rundown on his more re¬ 
cent exploits he recalled somewhat 
ruefully how in 1973 he nearly beat 
Jan Kodes at Wimbledon in the 
quarter-final. That was the closest 
he had come to the Wimbledon title 
which Kodes eventually won tf^t 
year. 

Vijay thinks he is now more ma¬ 
ture and less ‘chancy’, as he put it. 
When I reminded him of how close 
he had come to losing the strangle¬ 
hold he had taken on the match 
against CoUings he gave jevery cre¬ 
dit to the Australian for his fighting 


apii It. y tjay a vv¥ii ukuuuk uuautj 

was shown when he himsen fought 
back from down match point even¬ 
tually to win. Anyone who can beat 
Gerulaitis as Amritraj did in the 
quarter-finals at Rotterdam cannot 
be said to lack fighting qualities. He 
regarded his match against Geru¬ 
laitis as his best in more recent 
years. 

Vijay does not have to move too 
quickly on the court in order to get 
to the ball because of his enormous 
reach. He has now overcome his in¬ 
jury problems which forced him to 
appear in recent times with his right 
elbow heavily bandaged to prevent 
a recurrence of burst blood vessels. 
J’is early morning road running un- 
b T the supervision of Akhtar All 
the National coach, has Improved his 
physical fitness. He Is quite happy on 
grass and on any other surface ex¬ 
cept clay which Is too slow for his 
liking. 

I asked Vijay, who Is now 25, now 
long he thought he could keep going 
at this pace. He now spends most ol 
his time in Los Angeles, California, 
where he practises for tournamenrs 
on the World Championship Tennis 
circuit, "Provided I can space out 
my tournaments carefully, there is 
no reason why I should not carry on 
for another ten years,” he aaid 
philosophically. 

Putting my next question more 
tactfully I asked him who he thought 
would win Wimbledon this year. He 
said that John McEnroe after his 
brilliant success in the World Cham¬ 
pionship Tennis final should have as 
good a chance as anybody, an assess¬ 
ment with which Roscoe Tanner of 
the United States may not be in full 
agreement. 

After winning two matches at 
Beckenham, Tanner declared that he 
was in better shape than ever. This 
bears no reference to his change of 
hair style from straight to curly. The 
big American left-hander drew atten¬ 
tion to the fact that he had already 
beaten Connors and McEnroe this 
year and was “capable of doing so 
again”. 

"I think I will be faster, sharper, 
and certainly more eager than I was 
last year,” said Tanner who won the 
Beckenham title in 1976 and went on 
to beat Connors in the quarter-final 
round at Wimbledon. As Tanner 
sounds his note of warning, it is 
interesting to note that he hails from 
Lookout mountain in the United 
States. Mis service was once timed 
at 150 miles an hour but he now 
thinks that service is more effective 
when you can swing it around and 
stretch your opponent. 

Pam Shriver of the U.S.A. is now 
16. The American wonder girl talked 
to the Press after her victory at 
Beckenham over compatriot Kate 
Sands in straights. Miss Shriver, 
oddly enough, will be 17 on July 4, 
which is the U.S.A.’s Independence 



? Tanner—says he is in better shape than ever 





Connors and Barg—will history repeat itself? 


Day. Shi; ha.s iiist left school. She 
turned professional only in March 
and admitted that while her game Is 
good mechanically it now lacks a 
compelillve edge fmt hopes lo im¬ 
prove by concenti a'lng on her serve 
and-vollev game which suits her phy¬ 
sical make up. .*;hp stands six feet 
tall and makes good u.se of her 
reach. After playing at Wimbledon 
she will try for the United States 
Open tinal. 


Tvonne Cawley, formerly Miss 
(ioulagung aroused much inter- 
re.st at Heckenham by playing on 
grass tor the first time since tho 
ankle injury ended her Wimbledon 
hopes last year when she collapsed 
in ihe final set of her .-.semi-final 
match agaimst Martina Navratilova. 
“That was a nightmare,” Mrs Cawley 
said after winning her first-round 
match at Iteckenham. She was full 
of confidence again but was fully 
extended in the second round in a 
16-game final set by Ro.salyn Fair 
bank, an unknown South African 
aged 17, who came back from 3-5 
down and served for the match at 
6-S before Mrs Cawley recovered to 
win. Mrs Cawley made too many 
mistakes but nevor seemed to have 
lost her brilliant touch. Miss Pair- 
bank was the runner-up in the World 
Junior Grand Prix early this year 
and this was her first match against 
a player of Mrs Cawley’s class but 
she faced up to her task fairly well. 
In the not-too-distant future we 
should hear more of this young lady 
with the strong service and fierce 
forehand drive. 

O N THE EVE OF HIS TRIUMPH 
in the Kent Lawn Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship at Beckenham, Peter Flem¬ 
ming, the big-serving giant from 
the United States, declared that 
Bjorn Borg and Jimmy Connors 
would be the most likely finalists at 


VVimbledon starting on June 25. He 
did qualify this opinion by adding 
that if the other leading contenders 
survived the early rounds Borg and 
Connors would find the cumpi-tition 
in thv later stages exceedingly 
lough. “If anyone thinks he can 
topple Borg,” Flemming said, “he 
will have to knock him eaily as Vic¬ 
tor Amaya nearly did in the first 
round last year”. 


When Borg eventually beat Con¬ 
nors in the final he won the men's 
singles title at Wimbledon for the 
third year in a row to equal the re¬ 
cord of Fred Perry Now Borg has 
set bis heart on the unique record 
of winning the title for the fourth 
time suc(o.ssively and the book¬ 
makers in London are offering short 
odds on this prospect. When Con¬ 
nors finally yielded to Borg last year 
Connors did not play badly. It was 
.simply a matter of anything Connors 
did Borg could do better. Today 
Borg, in spile of his setback ir. the 
Unitc*d Slates, is again in devastat¬ 
ing form and seems to be reserving 
his ammunition tor the big one, 
namely Wimbledon. 

Borg's devastating form was 
startingly revealed in the .semi-final 
round at Paris where he destroyed 
Vilas Gerulaitis in 80 minutes. 'The 
performance of the relentless Borg 
was perhaps best summed up by the 
remark of a spectator who said : “I 
thought they bad abolished capital 
punishment in Sweden.” That was 
indeed tne kind of punishment which 
the 23-j ear-old Borg was meting 
out. 


Borg has many aualitiet that 
stamp him as true champion but 
perhaps adaptability is is greatest 
virtue. He is as swift and sure on 
clay as he is on grass so the transi¬ 


tion from the slower courts of Pari 
to '.he faster surfaces at Witnbledo 
will make no difference to him. S 
the consensus of opinion is tbs 
Borg should keep his Wimbledo 
title and that the one most likely t 
beat him will be Connors. 

C ONNORS, HOWEVER. WA 
surprisingly beaten in the sem 
final round at Paris by the ear-ringe 
Victor Pecci, aged 23 from Pars 
guay. In a stirring battle of serv 
and volley I^ecci beat Connors 1 
four sets after losing the first ec 
7-5. But the experts do not sc 
much store by this defeat of Coi 
nors, who is a fa.strr and more ri 
sourcoful player on grass and make 
a habit of coming to .sparkling lif 
at Wimbledon. I doubt if Pecci wi 
repeat his victory should he mee 
Connors at Wimbledon. 

Connors unfortunately left Pari 
in a cloud of uncertainty. He n 
turned to America to with hi 
wife Patti who Is expecting her firs 
child Connors having said that hi 
Wimbledon entry was in doubt bt 
cause be wanted to be with his wife i 
still in contention and all we can d 
is wait and see. There is more tha 
a 50-50 chance of Connors bcin 
back at Wimbledon but the stag 
seems certain to be dominated b 
the ruthlessly efficient Borg. 

''THE MAIN OBSTACLE IN THl 
>- path of both Borg and Connor 
is John McEnroe, who recently bes 
Borg in the World Chainpionshi 
Tennis final and also accounted fo 
Connors in the semi-final roum 
McEnroe, who burst suddenly int 
the tennis scene two years ago, of 
ers the kind of resilience that c? 
tax the patience of the best in th 
world and should at least qualify fo 
the semi-final round. He stands i 
good a chance as any other playe 
of reaching the final. 


The best ot the other playprs who 
have been knocking, at the door is 
Tanner who, although lH‘a(en bv 
Flemming in the Beckenham final, 
Is more mature and as the confid¬ 
ence which Flemming has yet to 
acquire. Tanner has beaten both 
Connors and McEnroe this year and 
thinks he is Capable of doing so 
again. His service is still believr^d 
to be the fastest in the world al¬ 
though he admits that he does not 
now rush to serve aetts. 

LEMMING, WHO IS 6’4" TALL, 
aroused much interest at Becken¬ 
ham and while he has only a slen 
der hope of winning the men's sin¬ 
gles title at Wimbledon he and his 
partner McEnroe will be a formid¬ 
able force in the doubles. They won 
the Masters and the World Cam- 
pionship doubles titles tbia yegr and 
are the most likely winners ai 
Wimblc'don. 

Wimbledon will bo the poorer tpr 
the absence of Hie Nastase, one of 
the game’s most colourful personali¬ 
ties. A groin injury has forced 
Nastase to keep mu of Wimblc'don 
where he was twice? the runner up 
for the singles title. 

But if the "characters” of the 
game seem fast to disappear, re- 
placc'ment.s soon appear. One sue h 
character is thi' volatile Ic'ft-hanclecl 
Nick Saviano of the United States 
who put out Vijay Amntiaj in the 
third round ot Beckenham, coming 
back twic:e from the jaws ot del eat 

A fter .sTAyiNG away from 

P.iris for three years, Chiistine 
I.lnyd, forme:ly Christine Evert, rc'- 
tiirnc?d to win the singles title beat¬ 
ing Wendy Turnbull of Australia in 
the final. Tracy Austin and Mar¬ 
tina Navratilova, who might have 
beaten her, vveie absent but both 
will be back at Wimbledon, Miss 
Navratilova to defend the title she 
won .so dramatically last year beat¬ 
ing Miss Evert in the final. We 
could see these two players in the 
final again but the one most likely 
to upset calculations is Pam Shriver 
who. though still somewhat imma¬ 
ture at 16. could be a powerful 
serve-andvoiley forcf at Wimble¬ 
don She is a little over six feet tall 
and makes full use ot her height 
and reach She was beaten in the 
Beckenham final by Mrs Cawley 
(torinerly Evonne Goolagong) who 
has lecovercd from the ankle injury 
which ruined her chance.s last ,vear. 
Mrs Cawley hopes to make amends 
but I give her only a slim chance of 
recovering the title she? won in 1971. 

Mrs Billie Jean King will be part 
nered by Martina .Navratilova in the 
women’s doubles through which 
event Mrs King hopes to win her 
twentieth Wimbledon title and thus 
achieve a leco.d total. Eor her as 
for everybody else the path to glory 
Will be toufilt and unrelenting and in 
keeping with the bi?sl traditigns of 
Wimbledon. 

r 


Jimmy 
Connors: 
I am a 
nice guy 



!’7 JuiK' 19i'll Jimmy Connors is not 
ciwryonc's icica o/ the sporting per¬ 
son. But as he tells WE/L Ai.LCN--^ 
in an incisive piece that made un shi- 
i'ci (1 hit -his .sport' is about business. 

A m eh ic an sroit rs stars 

(itleii seem to have been born 
blessed, or cursed with instant quo- 
tabilitv, wiping thc'ii mother's imlk 
I rum tlieii lips in older to make a 
headline-cutciiiiig wisecrack rather 
than .1 hiiip, 

James Scott Connors, love him or 
detest him, i.s undoubtedly of that 
bleed, a verbal and physical sharp- 
.shooter who twists bis racket like 
a .six-gun and has dune his best, at 
one lime or another, to twist the tails 
111 most of the people round the 
world with whom he makes abrasive 
contact. 

Only the other day, when Jimbo 
wa.s er toying himself down in the 
vicarage tea party atmosphere of 
Beckenham’s Kentish Times Tourna¬ 
ment, 1 deliberately offered him an 
opening conversational lob. 

‘When 1 arrived here this morning,’ 
I irulhlully told Connors, ‘someone 
said to me about Wimbledon. ‘No-pac 
b''ats Boig.” Jimmy Connors's pudgy, 
almost putty like face lit up imme¬ 
diately. ‘Bring the guy who said that 
to me,' he replic'd, ‘and tell him to 
have his wallet with him.’ 

‘Are you a betting man?’ I asked 
innocently and Jimmy answered 


briskly: 'uniy when i Know i nave at 
least an even chance. Then I’ll bet on 
anything.' 

He drained his soft drink, almost 
ab.sent-mindedly signed some auto¬ 
graph books and began to talk, in 
short, sharp sentenres, about how he, 
all ot 25, coped with the globe-trot¬ 
ting prc.ssure of his money-grabbing 
career, getting back to California for 
some golf, when he could. 

He paused, perhaps for dramatic 
effect, and then said: T'll ride high 
until 1 die.' 

There are those in this tight little 
isle? who at times sound as if they 
would wish that funeral to arrive 
even before J. S. Connors eelebrate.s 
hi.' next birthday. Last Wimbledon 
time, you may recall he was described 
in various public prints, as ‘insolent’ 
‘arrogant’, and ‘a spoiled little bratl 
That kind of tribute doesn’t, claim.s 
our hero, worry him overmuch. 
‘Tennis is a business and now and 
again I fed the need to sell a few 
tickebs. This hate thing between me 
and the crowd i.) not such a bad 
thing.’ 

One ol the more generous com- 
mi'nts made about him came from the 
mother of President Jimmy Certer 
‘Mi/z Lillian,’ as she is known down 
in Ole Georgia, was talking with 
Jimbu's ex-fiancc'e, Chris Evert, dur¬ 
ing wliai v.-as labelled the Peanut 
Tennis Classic. 

‘I like anybody who’s perfect.’ said 
Mizz Lillian a.s a compbment to the 
genUc Ice Maiden. ‘I Uke Jimmv 
Connors, .too. He keeps me so excit¬ 
ed. 1 never know what he's going to 
do.’ 

‘Me. neither,’ sighed the long suffer¬ 
ing Chriseo. Like the time at 
Wimhledoa ’75 when Connors showed 
up in the company of actrc.s.s Susan 
George and the other American wo¬ 
men players who are by no means 
all bitchy, felt for sister Chris as 
they called it ‘Jimmy’s all-time cheap 
shot’. 

They were exaggerating if you 
listen, as I did at Queen’s Club last 
week, to the account of one of our 
most experienced tennis writers of 
how he winced at tte coarse way 
Connors once described at a Press 
conference, his then lack of ‘honour¬ 
able intentions' towards Miss Evert. 

The nicest thing I ever heard any¬ 
one say about Jimbo came from 
another British doyen of the tennis 
Pre.ss. T must say,’ he tried desperate¬ 
ly hard, ‘that I’ve never seen Connors 
actually cheat.’ 

N OW ALL THIS PROPAGANDA 
against the young gentleman 
from Missouri is not just conjured up 
by the Limeys, of whom Connors once 
remarked, when he was only a teen¬ 
ager : ‘These linesmen must all be 
British—^we colonials had better watch 
out.' 




After last year’s Borg-Connors final 
the American writer Curry Fitzpatrick 
caught the rca) salty flavour of what, 
Fitzpatrick argued, the Wimbledon 
loser would have said as a post-script 
if he was true to himself. Connors’s 
script went like this; ‘Who else is 
there but me and the Swede sonova- 
bitch? Sure, he’s bigger and J<nocks 
the fuzz out oif the ball. But give 
me a good thumb to return serve with, 
and I’ll kill him. It’s only me and 
him for all the marble.s. Walt till 
next time.’ 

Well here we are for the next time. 
And, as Connors himself told me; ‘I 
change completely when I walk 
through the Wimbledon gates. This 
Ls the big one, I’m ready. I'm on the 
title trail now. I just want to win 
events tbal wilt put me in the history 
books. I’m into seriousness now. 
Really, seriously.’ 

That attitude was confirmed to me 
by Neil Anidur of the New Yorlt 
Times, who said; Tve always gotten 
on well with Jimmy. 1 think 1 un¬ 
derstand him. 

‘Now he’s cut down on his retinue— 
he’s had a lot ol people round him 
who didn’t give good advice—I think 
he'll show it's not nece.ssary to be a 
bad ass guy, and he’ll beat Borg.’ 

We talked about the possibility of 
more black American players coming 
into the game. Connors felt they had 
the ability all right and, so tar as a 
social handicap might exist, because 
tennis has been thought of as such a 
middle class sport, be added delibe¬ 
rately; ‘1 tame trom the public 
courts myself, don't forget.’ 

Which i.s something of a clue to 
what makes Jiininy run, for he made 
it, he f:ays, the hard way. ‘My grand- 
muthei, Bertha Thomp.son, would just 
tell me to pull up my socks and be 
bettet than all the others. 1 was 
raised in Belleville, the wrung side of 
the River Mississippi, and the im¬ 
portant tennis was played iu the 
country clubs on the other side. 

‘1 wasn’t their kind, but I bad to 
play there and Mom impressed »n me 
that they might not like me, but 
We’d do it our way and show them.’ 
A philo.sophy which was echoed dur¬ 
ing la.st year's controversial Wimble¬ 
don when Mrs Gloria Connors said: 
‘It we have to fight the elements 
that’s evkay. We don’t want pity or 
sympathy.’ 

Lcft-liandei's, said Connors, talking 
about tennis, catch them off guard, 
and if they're good the southpaws 
may have up to 50 per cent advantage. 
But Jimbo’ often stinging nettle 
attitude to life, which you can’t 
ignore, though he has said ‘1 come 
to play tennis, not to have my private 
tite diviccted,’ makes one lecall' that 
the word 'sinister' t'omes from the 
Latin for ‘left’. 

He's getting older now. He's al¬ 
ready been a Wimbledon quarter- 
finalist or better six times. And 







A pcrwei'lul relvm from Connor actainst compatriot Tc^u Moc/r in the 
second round of ihe french Open. Connors won 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, 


though he says; ‘I want to come out 
creaming evvrjb'xly, hi* al.">o admits: 
‘‘There ere now young guys ju.vt com¬ 
ing in slugging, like I used to do ’ 
'i'tioughifulne.s.s at l.ist, il not true 
maturity ? It seems unlikely. At 
Beckenham, during a not partiailarly 
te.sting match, Connors ioinlly aciused 
the net of ir.iest and one evening 
became uptight when he (ouldn’t gel 
the dcink h<“ wanted at ,i local pub 
.liten.sed to .sell only beer .iiid wine. 

And yet ycstcnlav, dm In.!; more 
than two and a hall Imuis ol a testing 
matrb against New /eal,iiider Rii-seli 
Simp.son, Connors iM-h.ived iinpei c.ably 
so far as court .manners were con¬ 


cerned, not playing well a.s first but 
keeping his cool and making tbs 
crowd laugh with him at moments. 

Itrieflv talking wHIi the young 
sporting millionaire, I still lound him 
aglet able enough to say; ‘Yoo sotind 
like a nice guv, today ' Hair still .spiky 
with sweat lioiii the game fie tan play 
so explosively, Connors banged his 
chest with his list as he iasi.sted; ‘1 
am a iiite guy.' 

We’ll see, Jiiiirny, we’ll see. 

H» prokUiC»"vl *viirt ftnin Thft SpoiJir.tj 

Y»Mr(2i A sHi'f-tion o’ bRst sports wr il<riy 
I'j/V ?8 bv Jnhn Rodda and fthlford 

Makifi? Copyfigh’ Cuili-tv. f & R5 D ><' D’nirri in 
India b’^ P'/oa artt' C-, 
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LAimS TO THE 
SLAUGHTER 

Graham Yallop 

Had it not been for the injury sustained 
before the second Test against Pakistan, 
and. perhaps, for his nature, variously 
described as ' ’reserved '' and ' 'suspicious' 
Graham Yallop would still be captain of 
Australia. He is now in England with the 
Australian team — and not even the vice¬ 
captain. only the third selector. Here in 
his own words are highlightsof Australia's 
summer of discontent, 1978-79 

1 WAS CAPTAIN Of MY COUNTRY AND A LIFELONG 
diram was a reality...but ju.st a tew turbulent months 
later that dream was shattered in a nightmare summer. 

From go to whoa I was on the receiving end: England 
handed Australia a 5-1 drubbing in the har.shest defeat 
recorded in more than 100 years of A.shes battle; I cap- 


that I had shown over the summer that I was learning 
the trade o( captaincy and proving I was a worthy Test 
batsman. The Board metnbers in their wisdom thought 
other wi'.e. 

What really irked me was that, in effect, we were 
lambs to the slaughter anyway. Besides our own cricket¬ 
ing shortcomings, we were forced to play on wickets that 
suited the F.nghshman and were alien to us; we copped 
the had end of umpiring decisions to a damning degree 
throughout the Ashes series; and we were crucified bv 
the media in many quarters fiom beginning to end. All 
this combined with the talented opposition which was 
expected to whitewash us anyway, was just too much. 

ON MJKE AND ME 

WHILE WE WERE ALWAYS UNDER PRESSURE, 
the media indirectly helped England by giving them a 
golden run, rarely twisting the knife when it deserved 
to bo. I will go as tar as using an example between Mike 
Brearloy and myself. I was forever on the rack for niy 
leadership (and given scant credit for scoring two cen¬ 
turies and topping the aggregates for Australia), while 
Brearley escaped criticism with extraordinary luck 
throughout the summer. Me emerged almost untainted. 


Brearley emerged almost 
untainted after strugg¬ 
ling for a paltry 37 runs 
in his initial six Test inn¬ 
ings when an Australian 
would have been burnt 
at the stake for such a 
pathetic showing. 



After six months of grue¬ 
lling labour, constant 
criticism, and unerring 
devotion to the job that 
was thrust upon me, / 
was axed by the ACB 
with little more than a 
thank-yoj. 1 . I should be 
bitter but / am not. 


tained the side to six los.ses in seven Tests; 1 was injured 
for the final Test victory of the summer: and then, 
crunch ! 

I was sacked. 

After six months of gruelling labour, constant 
criticism, and unerring devoting to the job that was thrust 
upon me, I was axed by the Australian Cricket Board 
with little more than a thank-you. I should be bitter, 
but I am not. Disappointed yes, because after s. many 
heartbreaks this was a rather ruthless end. I war the 
tall guy, the player who carried the ACB flag all summer, 
agaimst all the odds. 1 had to cop in sweet then, and I 
had to cop my dismissal the same way. Simply, I am a 
loyalist to the Test cricket scene and an opponent of 
World Series Cricket. 1 began the summer determined to 
lift Au.stralia back to the top of the international cricket 
laddei. and I felt that the parts were beginning to fall 
into plate late in the summer. The two Tests against 
Pakistan, a team riddled with World Series Cricketers, 
roved this as we levelled the series — indeed, we should 
ave won 2-0. So just when the hard yakka was behind 
us and the future looked rosy, 1 reluctantly departed 
the scene as the team’s leader. 

The news was an enormous set-back, initially. I felt 


after .struggling tor a paltry 37 runs in hLs initial six 
Tests innings, when an Australian would have been burnt 
at the stake for su(h a pathetic showing. Yet nobody 
seriously queried his place in the team, because he was 
captain and England led 2-1 at that stage. The stock 
an.vwcr was something like; ‘Oh, but be is such a good 
captain that his batting doesn't matter all that muvh.’ 


My first Test 

I REPLACED RICK MCCOSKER, WHO HAD NOT 
t been having a good series against 'the West Indies, 
in the Fourth Test team for Sydney (1975-76). The 
dropping of McCosker angered Ian Chappell and his 
team-mates, and I copped the brunt of their annoyance. 

I may have been an unassuming gny at the time, 
but I was rudely awakened to the facts of life at Test 
level—thanks, or rather no thanks, to Chappell and 
the rest of the team. I was not exactly welcomed 
with open arms into the team. In fact, I was lucky to 
discover my locker in the Australian dresdng rooms. 
Top top it off, Chappell figured that if I was selected 
to ceplace McCosker, that’s exactly what I would do-^ 
at Number 3. 

I suppose you could say it was an honour to bat < 
ahead of Ian and Greg Chappell in a Test But lliave : 
no doubts that certain members of that team wgnted : 
me to fail and therefore prove that the selectors had ' 
erred. Normally, a new batsman could expect to be | 
cradled into the side and be ’hidden* down the order 
until he gets the feel of the Test atmosphere. There 
was no such deal for me. I was thrown into the deep 
end, to sink or swim, and that will live in my memory 
forever. While 1 am captain of a team, no batsman 
will be given the shoddy treatment I received on my 
Test debut. 





No such courtesies were extended lo me, oi anj ol inv 
team-mates. 

Mike Brearloy would not have suiMved too loiiR 
under the Australian system. But his team earried turn, 
and he acccp'ed the accolades lot the Ashes triumph 
without a ripple of complaint about bts inability to con 
tribute to the team's total—which i.s what a batsman is 
in the side to do. Maybe nice fiuvs do win alter all. 

While on the subject of captaincy, I would like to 
discuss the difference between the Australian and Knglish 
systems of sclectiiiM a captain. Australia selects a team 
and thpn picks .a skipper, while England nominates a 
captain who then helps choose the rest ol the pla^eis m 
the team. The Englishmen arc claiming a sutuiy tor 
their system after this campaign, but I don i agree. I 
believe a captain should lead by example «u the field 
and, in my opinion. Brcarley tell tar shod in that 
department. 

Mike Brearley, who is writing The Ai>hcs lielamed 
about this series, passed these comments on the difleicnt 
systems. I find them enlightening: 

England usually appoints a captain tor a senes 
and Irom then on the captain is involved in the selec¬ 
tion of the side. Personally I think that is the right 
approach. Ideally the captain is also soing to be well 
worth his place in the team because it is much easier 
to gain respect Irom the other player.s, espc-cially in¬ 
itially. if they re.spcct you as a player. That makes 
it easier to tell another player that he is not playing 
right, or that he is not trying hard enough or that bis 
approach is wrong. 

•So ideally you are. going to get the same result 
whichever way you do it; you get the best eleven 
players and ()nc of them is an ideal captain. Unfoi- 
tunately, that'doesn’t always happen. 

That is where 1 think the English system is 
better because the captain is totally involved from the 
start with team selecimn. The captain is the one who 
must have confidence in his players—particularly the 
bowlers—because if he hasn't he is in trouble. It I 
don't rate someone in the side as a Te.sl bowler it is 
diificnilt to band bim the ball with any confidence. And 
then there is the point of responsibility—the captain 
gets the blame il the team doesn't perform. So I 
think that the captain should at least have the chance 
to forcibly say that he wants a certain player to be 
included, and what balance he wants tbc team to take. 

I vyas actually astonished to hear that a captain in 
Australia is not on the selection conimittcc. I think it 
is incredible. 

O bviously mike brearley did not think 

much of my -leadership during tbc sunmici, but 
equally he sympathised with nty dilemma. I did not 
think much of his baiting, but then again I envied his- 
jyosrtion of having exactly the team he wanted throughout 
the scries. We don’t see eje-toeye on a lot ol things, 
but 1 believe that his thoughts on selection aic identical 
to nunc. I think that a captain can have a .swifter 
iducatiun if he is involved in the selection panel, where 
Je and the selectors can toss around ideas and son out 
i battlo plan with the final line-up. 

This could nilicvc many problems laced by a captain, 
lot the least of which is the difficulty oi maintaining 
larmuny in a team. For instance, we endure an unfor- 
unate system whereby a player is not told of his 
imission from the Test team. This docs not help create 
tomradesbip and unity in the team. I would prefer to 
)e in a position to talk to the dropped players alone as 
aptain. to explain the decision, after being party to the 
hinking of the selection committee. 

Even if it means contacting a player by telephone 
roiTi interstate. 1 think that this would be easier for a 
ilayer to accept than .bearing the dews un the radio or 
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fioiii a pressman —or. wuise .still, from sonielxMly no; even 
connected with the game. Although this would mean 
more involvement off the field for the captain, it would 
be a task 1 would pieler to accept than allow a team- 
male to suiter the shock of hearing the news .secondhand, 
without an explanation or a wuid of encouiageiiient. 

NO DRINKS. THANK YOU 

At.L THE GOODWILL ONE EXPECTS BEFORE THE 
iirtiij)l battle begins on the field was shot to ribbons 
outside the dressing room before the start ot play on the 
opening day. Mike Breaiiev, who I found . likeable 
enough bloke, walked up to me and said, almost 
off hand: “The boys don’t want .)o have a drink with 
you at th? end ol each day’s play." I wa.s dumbluunded 
but simply said that, if that was what he wanted, we 
would not be. drinking with them then. The players were 
annoyed when I told them, and their reaction was that 

■? 




the Poms could ‘go jump’. From then on, there was 
nlwitys an uneasy feclinc about having a drink with the 
English players. That should never have been the case. 

I thought that was rotten, because 1 believe that 
when in Rome you should do as the Romans do. As it 
turned out only three pl.ayer.s came regularly for a drink 
—Ian Botham. David (iower. and Chris Old—and their 
rompanion.ship was always wekunic. More's the pity that 
a chat about the day's play cjr anything in.general was 
not a regular feature of the summer as ft usually is. It 
would have bc'en e.spectally beneftrial to the younger 
plavers. Generally, the Englishmen were in and out of 
their dressingrcKtms as quickly as po.s.sibic, and no doubt 
back at the hcr'el while we were just opening the tops 
of a lew bottles to relax. Tliey have their way of doing 
things .md we have ours, but 1 would have been happier 
had they bent a lit lie orrasionally and, win or lose on 
a given day, done the right thing by Australian standards 
and spent a tew lou^y minutes having a friendly that 
and a drink wi'h the Australian team. 


BORECOTT AND GOWER 

BOYCOTTS 36(kMINUTE STAY FOR 63 (PERTH, 
2nd Test) was painstaking al.hough, ideally, what England 
needed in the circumstances. What annoyed us was that 
the man simply refused to play shots, even to halF 
volleys, and at no stage threatened to take the initiative 
from our bowlers although they wore tiring as the day 
progressed. Actually, I was bored j'ust watching him bat. 
I think a lot of our players were. The bowlers just kept 
a good line and he would go back or come forward 
defen.sivcly and prod it back. He did manage to squeeze 
31 singles, but they were not even forceful shots— 
rather, glides or nudges that screwed off the bat. I think 
Geoff is a nice bloke whose batting leaves a lot to be 
desired. He has magnificent concentration, but his stroke- 
making these (lavs is almost non-existent. I think he has 
almost reached the end ol the road. 

Gower, on the other hand, Ls the young buck who is 
on the way up and he showed Boycott exactly what to 


HUGHES- CLASSIC INNINGS 

KIM HDGHF.S’ INNINGS OF 127 IN 476 MINUTES 
(in the first Test at Brisbane) of dedicated and intelligent 
batting was a gem. I doubt we will see another innings 
like that one It was sn uncharacteristic as he knuckled 
dowo to the task at hand, resisted tempting half-volleys 
in the crisis but hammered them when the pressure was 
eased, and never wavered from the challenge. He timed 
Ihe ball magnificently. When I vva.s with him 1 reached 
my century first but at no stage was I hitting the ball 
as crisply, lie clesttoyed the England attack with a com- 
bina ion ot f.iullless resistance and then devastating 
aggiession pacing hirnsrlf as the situation demanded. 
Noriiiiillv Kirn tries to set his own pace and .stick to it. 
But in this innings he allowed the cireumstances to 
deteimme how he would bat and he did it beautifully. 
II was one (d the classic innings ol the series. 


Dentists say 

Regular brushing of teeth 

and massaging of gums 

check gum troubles and tooth decay 


Use Forhan’s 

Double-Action Toothbrush 
Specially designed 
to massage your gums 
while brushing your teeth 


Firm 
blue bristles 
clean 
your teeth 



Gentle 

white bristles 
massage 
your gums 


Lairn Ih* Forhan's way of 
brirshing teath and mswaging gums. 
Wiile lor » FREC colourful booklot 
on care of faath and gume to 
Forhan's Denial Adviiory Bureau, 
Dapi. No. a ZZ-IS&Poat Bag 11463. 
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Double-Action Toothbrush 
—u perfect companion to Forhan’s, 
the toothpaste created by a deotlsta 


Boycott is a nice bloke 
and has magnificient 
concentration but his 
stroke-making is almost 
non-existent. / think he 
has almost reached the 
end of the road. 



do. He is a magical player, really, capable of hitting the* 
ball from anywhere, becau.se his eye is so quick to pick 
up the ball. He took the initiuiive liuin The outset, even 
though England was 3-41. and he reached his 50 in just 
under two hours. Boycott’s half-cc*ntury took double that 
tjiiiu and twice as many scoring shots. Once the baE 
hecdnir* older and the bowlcis tired as the wicket gave 
them less enrouragement, Gower rapilalised on the situa¬ 
tion. He cut and drove wnh awesome power although 
he looks so elegant with his imung that he appears to 
just push the ball into the covets' area. 

RANDALL AFFAIR 

IHEN CAME THE DECISION IHAT SWUNG THE 
whole course cd the Te.si (Svdney, 4th.) Geoff Dymock 
bowled from the northern end .just before lunch to Derek 
Kundall when he wa.s just oil ihe maik. It pitched 
middle and kept low, and there is no cliuibi it would have 
missed the leg stump. But it would have knocked the 
middle-stump ouf ol the ground half-way up the stick. 
‘Not out’ was the respon.se to our jubilant appeal. Honest¬ 
ly, 1 did not reiilise the umpire had made that extra¬ 
ordinary decision until 1 was just about twenty metres 
up the wicket ready to kiss flymock on the cheek—so 
iiiiivinced wws I and the test ol the players behind the 
stumps. 

I do not want To give the inipres.sion that I am 
criticising the umpire tui costing us that oppurtuniiy 
to coa.st to victory. But whai I will say is that this 
patlicular veidict which went against u.s at an important 
time just belore lunch was typical of the many that put 
u.s behind the eight-ball throughout the summer. As 1 
said at the start of the book, normally these things level 
out. And this one did...about 150 runs later after Randall 
had pul England right back into the game. 

The galling part was that even Randall, who rarely 
rcincedcs he is out unless hi.s three stumps arc pinned 
to the sight-sercen, said to us and his team-mates later 
that he was the luckiest guy in the world and, if he 
wa.s ever going to walk for an l.b.w., that would have 
been it. Blimey, wa.*- I hostile about that. U really made 
me feel heaps be tier, I can tell you. 

‘'(Iituft cKitfU.iK (fom L.iinhs Id the hv 

Cifiihitm YaUofA Copyright Oulbtick P'csh ViotoMd 

• Agslriiliit 


To l)»f rOlllMHMHt 


My tiff 

with 

Hogg 

R odney hogg ran rampant 

through the English batsmen 
during the series and, unfortunately, 
he tried on several occasions to ride 
roughshod over me. Adelaide during 
the Filth Test was the site for the 
showdown, jn what became popularly 
known as the Yallop-Hogg affair. This 
was no love affair and, in fact, there 
were plenty of heated words ex¬ 
change, on and off the field. At one 
stage Hogg suggested we survey the 
back of the Adelaide Oval—and I 
don’t think he had a tennis match on 
his mind. 

The showdown had been brewing 
for most of the series. I had met 
Hogg only a couple of times in 
Melbourne District cricket when he 
was playing for Northcote and 1 was 
representing Richmond. He was a 
young fast bowler from an opposition 
camp and really I didn't gel to know 
him at all. So it was not until I 
reached Brisbane for the First Test 
that I realty had a chance to speak 
to the guy. Basically, 1 didn’t know 
him; what he did for a living, where 
he lived in South Australia, if he wa.s 
a bachelor, or any of the usual points 
that a team-mate, let alone a captain, 
should know about a player in the 
side. 

Our differences ef opinion came 
within an over of England’s first 
innings m the (first) Brisbane Test. He 
took it upon himself to change the 
field platings without consulting me. 
I had never experienced anything like 
this before and f was just openmouth- 
ed in astonishment. I immediately 
had a chat with him and suggested 
that wc work out the field platings 
together, and he agreed to the princi¬ 
ple. But within a couple of deliveries 
he was at it again. He gets so wrapp¬ 
ed up in what he is doing that he 
Forgets about ererything and takes 
matters into his own hands. He 
showed a lack of regard for my posi- 
lion as captain, and apparently bcliev- 
:d that while he was bowling every¬ 
thing should centre around him and 
his wishes. 

A few minutes later he shocked 
me again. After only three overs he 
lyalkcd up to me and said he was 
tired and would not be bowling the 
text over. He didn't ask if wc need- 
:d another over from him:', he simply 
threw me the bail and said he had 
mou^h. He is certainly a man of 
iurpriscs, I thought at the time. But 
vhat could I do? I tried to reason 
vitb him; play on his national pride 
ind importance to the team; plead 
with him; and even demand an extra 


hurst, Vou lan le.ul a horse to w.ilei 
but tou Ciin’i make Iiimi iliink So I 
stood in the middli’ ol ib,. f;ibli.i 
with the ball in inj li.md, watibiiii; 
him walk ,Tw,iy ,i, if b<' b<i<l jii>t done 
me .1 t.noiir. 

Then in Perth il was on again t 
won the toss and pot I'ngl.ind in to 
bat, and Hogg had 2 ti as f.iigkind 
crashed to 2-5. Ttu* visitois were on 
the run against the seanuog new bail 
on a wicket that gave vnoniioiis help 
to the last bowlers, .^nd we were in 
the box .seat. So wh.il happens? With 
dream figures of 2 0 after three, over.s, 
Hogg hands me the ball and says he 
has had eiioucb for the time In'iiig 
and that he is taking a bre.ither. I 
just -stiKKl there in disbelief this time; 
not able to say a worii. You would 
have to rip a bloke’s arm out of the 
.socket to get the ball irom him in 
normal cirrumstanies, but here was 
Hogg surrendering it--in tact, throw¬ 
ing it awa^-. I topped a fearsome 
blast of criticism loi ‘taking him oft’ 
and that compounded the situation: 
he was the one who didn't w.int to 
bowl but 1 wa.s the one who topped 
the lot Iroin the public and the media. 


A fter our great win in mei,. 

bourne in the Third ’J'est we were 
naturally all delighted and looking for 
ward to Sydney. Biif, once, again, re¬ 
lations between Hogg and me went 
sour. England won the toss and bat 
ted, and 1 was rnuotmg on Hogg to 
wreck the top-ordei of the batting. 
But, after a couple of ovt'rs, he com¬ 
plained he was having trouble brea¬ 
thing in ^he exhausting heat iiiid 
would have to leave the field. At 
that stage I knew how hot it was 
and, as.suming hi.s (istlimu wa.s iilaj irig 
up, I felt disappointed Inn not too 
up.s<>t. 

About half an hour later he retiiiri- 
ed; but it wasn't until later tli,it 1 
discovered that one of the selectors 
bad ordered him back At the tea 
interval I went to the doctor ,ind 
asked how badly Hogg was affected 
by the asthma, and if he thought I 
could bowl him after the break with¬ 
out cau.sing him too much difficulty. 
I was told that Hogg wasn't suffer 
ing from asthma and that as far a.s 
the doctor was aware Hogg had not 
l^en affected by the ailment tor a 
couple of .yeais. The doctor told me 
that Hogg was just oser lu ,ited earlier 
in the day by bowling in tliv heal, 
and that all he neederl was a short 
re.st from the attack to cool down— 
which I later di.sccjvered he could 
have done on the field. 

I was plenty upset about that, and 
from then on 1 was srs-piical about 
Hogg’s complaints. I kept pardoning 
liim because ol hi.s .successes during 
the series, but I realised I had to take 
a tougher line from then on. After 
we bowled England mil foi 169 in 
Adelaide and managed only 164 our¬ 
selves, we needed a fighting effort 
from our bowlers m the .sertmd 
innings to regain the initiative. Wc 
were doing a right, too, when wc bad 


I'.ngl.md 6152 m its .-ivccind innings: 
with itie new b.ill iliu' i-.irlv on the 
third d,u I lelt we (oukt hi e.lk the. 
Bob Tarlor-f'.eofT Milli-r partnership 
.rod set ouiseKes up Im iiitoiy. 

Ihiit'.s when the iiiincii lame. early 
on the third morning ot the iiialth. 
Alter bowling oiii.v four over.s to 
•Stan the diij, Hogg w.ilked up to rue 
.ind s.cid bliintU : “I am going off.” 
1 told him to hang on and asked him 
why he had to leare the field. He 
didn't explain and just n'peated more, 
forcihli th.it lie v\.is going otf. I in- 
si.sted and be tohl me to “get lost’’ 
and headed for the pavilion That 
w.is the last straw .No body lia.s the 
right to .iiisl walk ol! the thdd wilh- 
oiii explaining to the captain, not to 
mention as'king perini.ssion Irom the 
umpin-s. Nobody will e\ei do that 
to me again. 

'file lilt had to be sorted out fbr 
the bc'oelit ot the t'-aiii and Australian 
nickel. Ihiloi luii.ilidy, 1 did not 
riase a chance to .get him alone that 
night. II win not until ilu' morning 
cil the tom til day's play beiore t 
could gc'l Mog>; alone I took him 
a.side beloie pl.iv and explained that 
we bad to scut ihing.s out I told him 
that I thought Iheie had to be one 
boss in li„' side, but that we could 
work together Icir the good ol the 
le.'in. He agrc'i'cl enliic'lc, and .said 
ne would pull liim weight Irom then 
on. The matter was di*,ic) .md buried 
as tar as I was conciMned from tliat 
minute on What is important to .say 
is itiat this was not a p"r.sona'.ity 
1 lash 1 did not go out on iiiy way 
to make life hard for Hogg, and 1 am 
.sure he did not try to u.siin> my 
aulhoiity dcdihei alely The issues 
ii'voheci around on lii-ld matteis. He 
has Slicing opinions on certain a.specis 
ol 'he game and he tvelieves they 
should he iniplr'iiieoted It I don’t 
.igrec ih.il the-', aie in the best in¬ 
ter l'^fs ot the team, I sav sc) — and 
tli.it's wlieii we c.in he.icilong into 
eaiti oHiei. Sorting thl-s out wa.s lar 
ejsiei at this point ot the summer 
because for tiie first time. Hog; was 
not sue c-'ssf111. He hadiiT claiinr-d a 
wicket in the second innings and 1 
think that made' him realise that 
ciickel is \eiy much a Ic-am game 
and that everybody must pull hi-. 

WCNght 

He showc'cf Ids sincerity when he 
bowled with all his old fire to (iiptme 
the last lliiee wickets, 'fhe pity wa.s 
that he had not doni- .so the' pic-vious 
pla.siog day. bc'caese we would then 
have had eveiy chance to win the 
Test. 

Hogg has improv'd immensclv dur¬ 
ing the past coiiple of vears and I 
fc'C'I imitll of his snceess can be 
alliibutecl to iii.s m.igmfKi'nt diree- 
lion He Is always at tbe bat.smen, 
ioicing them to play cveiy dcliveiv. 
The is most disccmceitmg lor a 
batsman against a last bowlei with a 
new hail. Hc' telly deserved his bag 
of wirkc'ts a.s be- thoroughly dominat¬ 
ed the opposition Ihroughoui the 
summc'r with fearsome' pace and an 
unwavering line and length. 
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From London to Cairo to Hongkona 

and all the way 

it’s 
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Crossword 


C.iwImom 




[ACROSS] 

1 A card-game from which all types 
of 17 developed (8) 

4 The act of moving the ball from 
one player to another (4) 

8 A small, select top flat (9) 

10 Vera — man, Hockey forward for 
England (4) 

11 To know the — of a game, you 
may listen to the running com¬ 
mentary on the radio (5) 

12 Kind of fish (3) 

14 "—, and take thy praise with thee 
to heaven!” (Shakespeare) (5) 

16 — law Park, a football around in 
Auckland, New Zealand (3) 

17 Queer card-game "> (b) 

19 A batting stroke with a rather 
stiff forward lunqe (4) 

20 DereK —, cricketer for England 
(9) 

22 Combat between two persons (4) 

23 A race in which two or more 
competito'-s jre equal (4-4) 

[DOWN] 

1 Chepauk' or Eden Gardens, for 
example (7, 6) 

2 One declared by the umpire be¬ 
cause the bowler's delivery has 
not been according to the laws 
(2, 4) 

3 Skating rink is made of this (3) 

5 Entertains (6) 

6 For India, Kapil Dev is one (5. 8) 

7 Field event involving throw of an 
iron or brass sphere (4-3) 

9 Take a short sleep at a card- 
game ? (3) 

13 A small rope used to sling any¬ 
thing (7) 

15 In auction pitch, a bid to win all 
lour points (6) 

16 Sail to and fro (6) 

18 — per, British racing car (3) 

21 The — I. another example of 
1 Dn. (3) 


(Solutions next week) 


Question box 



S. DutU, Aunsol. 

Q : What is the Test batting record 
of 'Bill' (W. M.) Lawry ? 

A: In 67 Tests. Lawry scored 5,234 
runs at an average of 4715 

Chandra Kumar, Coimbalore. 

Q: What is Vishwanalh's date of 
birth ? 

A: Vishwanath's date ol birth is 
February 12, 1949. 

L. K. Vyas, Orissa. 

0 : What is the highest first-wicket 
partnership in Tests ? 

A : The world's highest first-wicket 
partnership in Tests is 413 between 
V. Mankad and P Floy tor India aaalnst 
New Zealand at Madras in 1955-56 

M. K. Sinha, Arrah. 

Q : What is the Test batting record 
of V L Manjrekar ? 

A : In 55 Tests, Manjrckar scored 
3,209 runs at an average ol 39 13 

Mill Chakraboriy, Burdwan. 

Q : What is the Test batting record 
of David Gower 

A : In 12 Tests, Gowor has scocjd 
858 runs at an average of 50 47. 

Mohammad Akram, Banaalore. 

Q : What is Brijesh Patel's highest 
Test score 

A : Briiesh Patel's highest snore In 
Tests is 11.5 not out anainst W.as* Indies 
at Port of Spain in 1976 
ZahId Khan, Bombay. 

Q : When was New Zealand s 
Richard Hadlee born and what are his 
best Test figures 7 
A : Richard Hadlee was born on July 
3. 1951. His best Test figures in an 
innings are 7 lor 23 against India in 
the Third Test at Wellingion in 1970 

Aylsha Khan, Bombay. 

O : When was New Zealand'.s Geotl 
Howarth born and whil is his best bat¬ 
ting .-ecord 

A : G Howarth was born on May 29 
1951 In 17 Tests, G. Howarth scored 
1,041 runs at an average ol 35 90 


[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 17] 



G. K. Rrakaah, Kamalaka. 

Q: What Is the Test bowling raeord 
of Ramakant Oesai ? 

A; In 26 Tests. Desai took 72 
wickets at 36.44 a piece 

A. Maullk, Jalpalguri. 

Q; What is the Test batting record 
of Greg Chappell ? 

A: In 51 Tests, G. Chappell has 
scored 4.097 runs at an average of 
53,20. 

B. C. Sahu, Purf. 

O: What is the Test batting record 
of Lawrence Rowe 7 
A: fn 24 Tests Rowe has scored 
1,706 runs at an average Of 47.38. 

B. Bharal, Calcutta. 

Q: What is the Test batting record 
of Keith Slackpole ? 

A : In 43 Tests, Stackpole scored 
2,807 runs at an average of 37.42 
B. Chandrasekhar, Calcutta. 

Q: What IS the Test batting teeord 
of Clyde Walcott ? 

A: In 44 Teste. Walcott scored 
3.798 runs at an average ol 56.68. Ho 
hit 15 Test centuries 

Arun K. Gairla, Bombay. 

Q; When and against whom u'.d 
India play her first official Test series ? 
What were the results ? 

A ; India played her first official Test 
series in 1932 against England. India 
lost the only Test that was played. 

Nirmal Kumar, Jaipur. 

Q : What IS the Test baiting record 
ol A L Aple ? 

A: In one Test, A. L. Ante scored 
15 runs al an average ol 7 50. 

Sandipa Patil, Ourgapur. 

Q : How many victims has Derryck 
Murray taken in Tests ? 

A : In 51 Tests. Murray has 158 vic¬ 
tims. Those include 150 caught and 
eight slumped 


Quiz 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I M. 111 • • I 

OUE TIONS 

Below are given (A) the names of 
ten noted football clubs and (B) the 
ten countries to which they belong. 
Pair them correctly, 

(A) 1. Grasshopper; 2. Malmo; 3 Red 
Star; 4, Slovan Bratislava; 5, Lint? 
Athletik Sports Klub; 6. Athletica 
Portuguesa; 7 Wesi Bromwich 
Albion; 8. Fiorentina, 9. Juventus, 
10. A]ax. 

(B) 1. Sweden; 2. Rumania; 
3. Holland; 4 Brazil. 5 Italy. 6. Austria; 
7. Yugoslavia; 8 Switzerland, 9 Eng¬ 
land; 10 Czechoslovakia ' 

AN.SWERS 

C9 'OtV 

6V 'S0 '8V '68 ZV 'kff '9V :99 ‘SV 
'tUQ 'kV ZQ 'ev '19 ZV '80 'tV 
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Bridge 


Ihoii-. Schapn!) 


Somu whilu ago I wotu about ttio odds 
in bidding giand slams and niado tlie 
point that somo duals am dusmbod as 
'Fivfi or Suvnn' hands l■‘^'rbap'> you aro 
missing tou' tilimps including ttie Queen 
and the opOMiiig lead diiv(‘S out your 
only t'onliol m a side suit. It thu Queen 
of trumps tails yon I'avo pU-nty ot time 
to make 1;J tm ks if it does r.ol, a de¬ 
fender will lium|i III botoie you ean take 
enough diS' aid';. In these eirt,unistam.es 
Itiern i.; no iioinl in bidding a small slam - 
eithoi slop in UfiiiiR or plunge to the 
grand It looked .is though the hand 
below was a type al example, hut declarer 
(lidving t'ld lo six) read a little more into 
tfie situatine 

A J 10 
J 9 / :i 
Qt 

1 A K a l. 3 


♦ K 0 7 <5 

y 0 (■ 2 

O ik 

4 .1 10 !.• 



4 943 
-.7 4 

0 KJI0987C4 


IBS? 

<,? A K tOBB 
O A 0 

♦ O ?4 


F.nsl dccilt 

at g^rrif 

all and thi.c 

was thf‘ 

bidding- 




.'.UiJIH 

WtM 

NORtH 

(AST 




30 

3'-7 

pjis. 

•INI 

pastr 

b"’ 

pa .7'- 

b NI 

{MSS 

b7 

pass 

PditS 



Altbougti Norlh's 4 NT was UlacKwood, 
his subsequeiit bid ot 0 NT was not 
asking tor Kings, Instead it was a general 
grand slam try, affirming that the part 
nership held all tour Aces and asking 
it oouth had .jnything to .span; Attci 
ronsideiable thought ‘jouth derided to 
ipfusu thi' invitation. 

Anainsl SIX hearts West led 4 K and I'e 
ila'oi inspe'ted dummy It the Queen 
ot tiumps loll and the clubs divided 3-t' 
there weie Vi tmks. tlowevui, attei win¬ 
ning with 4 anil playing ofT A K it 
herame i leai Itiat tliero was a trump 
iosei. 

Suddenly South s.-iw a sna.i, H ttie 
v.iuhs divided .“i-t’ it would nn-r'in that 


West would be able to trump the fourth 
lound helore South had got both ot 
tiis losing spades away. There was still 
a rtiance, however, if West held tour ot 
ttie missing clubs and East’s singleton 
club was the 9, 10 or Jack. Accordingly 
South played off 40. noting the fall 
of East's 9 with pleasure, and led a low 
club, When West followed low declarer 
finessed dummy's 8 - a spectacular play 
but essential - and now he was able to 
dispose ot his losers before West could 
tiump in. 

l.a.st week's qiJi7: at love all South deals 
with 4 none t7AKJ764&<>AJ863 
4 K- I would Open two-hearts - these 
hands are very difficult to describe 
ac( uiatiily it you start with only one-heart 
Indeed, a case could he made for opening 
two clubs, but sometimes it is better lo 
mention your suit straight away in case 
thoie IS violent spade ac.tivity by the 
opponents 

fills week’s quiz, at love all South hold,s 
40 7 4'7 010830A954K03 
Fast deals and opens one-hez^it and after 
two passes North re-opens with one 
spado Whdt should South call itter a 
pass by Fast? 


Chess 


HHHHHHHHHBHHBHM Pc'ibr 

This being the right time of the year to' 
fireworks, you w.ll enioy the extilosivr* 
f ni,sh to the following game I found it in 
Chess Sparks, a book ot brevities edited 
pver 80 yr-ais ago by J H. Ellis; the game 
itself i.s now a tull i.entury old. 
rtiu play proceeds lor some time in rather 
a dull fasliion, but after Black ha.s allowed 
m.s K-side irawns to bn dislocated there is 
alway.s ? smouldering fire beneath the 
cool .sittfacp. Wtirte acids fuel by postrng 
dll his pieces in aggressive poiitions, and 
suddr-nly ttie r-onflagration breaks out 
W'lh li Queen .Sdcrifice I be black Kiruj 
I; tiauled out lo perish aioie* m the flames. 
VVli'li- Georg* Maekenile; Bldck Jem** 
Melon. Frrnc h Deir-nci* (Pan*,, 1H78) 

1 P-K4, P-K3: 2 P-Q4,P-Q4 

3 Ki-Qa3,Kt-KB3; 4 P x P, P x P 

S KI-B3, B-Q3; 6 B-Q3.0-0 

7 0-0.KI-B3; ( B-KKt5... 

O'liet '.v'li'Metric.il -iv-.li'iiia are net as rltawish 
as Ihr, m.i, .sr.'di (h.- M'-oiul playci lannol 
rnpv Bi'. onp.snpnl .ndiiBnilely, ami .luppir.p 


may be ciiflti ult Ip .ichinvi* suecesstuNy. Here 
Black .should play the solid 8 0 K3 but 

instead he chose lo g«l out of the Dm at Ihi cost 
of doubled pawns 

B ...Kt-K2; t BxKt,PxB 

10 Kt - KR4, K - Kt2 • 

According to the ofTinat book ot the tournament 
ttie one chance ot counterpl.ay lay in giving up 
a pawn by 10. . Kt K13, 11 0 Rb. P KB4 

11Q-RS,R-RI; 12P-RB4.P-B3 

13 R-B3,Kt-Ka; 14 QR-KB1, Q -B2 
IS Kt-K2... 

It IS a pity for Black that hn.. lust move has 
merely helped Winle to find Itie '.!ronui".t con 
Imualion The Kniglil defends lli.. BBP while on 
the way lo the idi.Ml post ai KB,S 

1$ ... B - 02; 16 Kt - Kt3, QR - HKtt 

IB (JR - Kt was sligtilly h.'llur, .1 ordy in llie 
sense ttiat d is a 'uo'uj’ niove Now i nines .i 
nasty surtinse for Biai k 

17 Q-Rteht... 

Masters ncifmally see -juch idii.is in .i -.oi 'ind oi 
so. Checking ttie enrre. Im.ss may piovr> 
laborious, but not m the, lasr'. Male r. tun ed 

t7...KxO; 16KUR4)-B$ch.BxKt 

1BKtxBch,K-R4; 2» P • Kt4eh, K x P 
21 R - Kt3eh, K - R4; 22 B - K2mal* 

Competition G3BI. Solution next week 
Black 



While 


How did Wt'ilr win iii,di7..il7 

Solution lo G3B7 (Spielmenn-Rubintloin, 
Cerltbed, IBID. (4qk2/pp1nrrpt.'2b2npO/ 
3pBP2.'2pP4/2P2B2.'P1P3RP./BRK - Whit* 
to pley.) The t.injfiur. .iPaikc.r con.-iuded the 
game by 'U Q RHch, Bl Kit, .S 4 B Ob, (J 
01.3b R X P, Kt B.1,3b R x Kt, R x R; :17 R x P, 
and Biark lesignnd in view jl die ininu-di.ste 
mate 

Problem No IMI. .Sc.l'ilnm nexi week 

W. Spockmenn (I esJ Pure .ScOacb /r/m, 

I'k.l) 

(7br7R/SP2/2Pp2k1/3K2B1/B.'BR1/B - 6 white 
men; i bleck.) 

Wtiile to olay ar'd male m lour moves 

Solution to No 1060 (Lewmenn). (KBO 
nQ3B2/2r: P3/SkPt /S/3Pt q2/b4RR1 r$r2 -mete 
In two.) IB I'8 (It.ie.d ? 0 KH/> la) 1 
KxP.kO or.(i.)i B X P. ?0 ■ Rr. (c) 
RxP, ;> 0.0, Id) I R 03: k 0 K4, 
(e) 1 . R Bb. Z 0 Ob 




























SYMONDS Proudly Present 
India's No.l Lightweight 
Badminton Racket Challenging 
The Best in The world! 

SYMONDS CHALLENGE TOP LIGHT S2000 

The only badminton racket in India with ~ 


Reinforced vulcanised 
Japanese fibre for extra 
strength—wtll last 
minimum 3 tension 
guttings. 


Machine counter-sunk 
holes 


A product of the latest international 
research and technology. SYMONDS 
CHALLENGE TOP LIGHT S2000 is 
the only badminton racket in India 
which is machine made from the best 
available imported raw materials 



-1 

Each ply bunded together 
vyith the right percentage 
of imported hardener 


100% imported light timber 
dried at 12^% moisture 
content 


Slim-ltno fierodynamif 
throat reduced fur weight 
control. 


Tapered and true- 
tempered stainless steel 
shaft. 

_I 


Made from top quality light titnber 
the frame is guaranteed to weigh less 
than 125 gms., with none of the 
elbow problems that frequently occur 
with ordinary metal frames. 

Che^^k for yourself feature by feature 
what makes it tfie No. 1 Badminton 
racket. 

Available at all leading sports-goods 
dealers. 

CAUTION; Beware of imitations 
Please buy only from authorised 
dealers and look for the Rhino 
emblem—your guarantee of top 
quality sports goods 




AMONG THE WORLD S BEST 


Marketed by; 

A. H. Wheeler & Co. Pvt. Ltd., 

15, Elgin Rd.. Allahabad-211 001. 
Phones 2245/3762 Cable;'SYMONDS' 


Amol Bose Advg l^ 'H 


Tt) lead is to know 
vvtiat it means to be last 

■ v < 

Autumn. Bitnisi Coast, the Bahamas, 

FUty-foUr lobsters had received the signal 
from their group leader to move from shallow 
reef to deeper off-shore breeding grounds. 

They lined up in a single hie. Each individual 
hooked one pair of front legs around the tail 
of a»e comrade in front. The marchers 
would now move faster than a single lobster 
ever could... 

The group's enemies generally attack the weak 
hind quarters. They remember their leader's 
clever manoeuvring to elude a hungry octopus 
not very long ago...The leader, usually a 
veteran, therefore, literally leads from the rear. 

To lead is to know what it means to be last I 


Nature aboimds In those qualities 
we seek in oaxselwes 





'JUNE 1979 

XCLUSIVE/ 
ATRICKEAGAR 
'olour pics of 
\Iorld Cup 
1C HIE BENAUD 
ound-up of 
yorld Cup 
eports by 
ony Lewis 
icky Rut nag ur 
aj Singh 
ARESH KUMAR 
bnnors is 
man for 
yimbledon 




















f-ABBfR AU 
'rfA iu&t another 


■ ’- M 








■ >.VWs' 






"t 


^f^EE ONE 








men on the 
move! 


•i.'.' ^.vc*v ■ 

■'t' ^ 


You're a man of action. You ' 
need easy and comfortable 
vests and briefs 

Don't go through all the trouble 
of picking and choosing 
brands Pick Victor 
Created by people who've been 
in the business for years. Victor 
products have been specially 
designed with extra care for 
superb fitting and comfort 
Made from soft, smooth, 
featherlight material 
Strong, light. Comfortable 
You've made the right choice J 
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Your favourite Bournvita now has the 
seal of approval as the Olympic Food Drink 
of India from the Organising Committee of 
the 1980 Moscow Olympics. Bournvita has 
also achieved "Official Suppliers" status to 
the 1980 Indian Olympic Contingent. 

Why Bournvita? 

Because Bournvita contains ail the nourish¬ 
ing goodness of cocoa, malt, milk and sugar. 
Two teaspoonfuls in a hot cup of milk, 
make a deliciously wholesome food diink. 

Give your children Bournvita every day, 
twice a day. It helps provide the nourish¬ 
ment they need for a healthy, active life. 

And you need it too. .to keep up with them i 














Bournvita 

Fora healthy active life 










Good 

sportsmen, 

better 

bankers 


At State Bank we know, all work and 
no play can make people dull. That's 
why, over the years, we've fostered the 
sporting spirit among our employees, 
and "loaned" them to national 
sports events. 


We've also opened special coaching 
centres, under expert guidance, for 
pace bowlers at Bombay and Pune to 
begin with. Our interest has really 
paid off. Today we've not only given 
India good sportsmen, we've given 
ourselves better bankers. 


OState Bank 

\A/hAri» 
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10 CONNORS IS MY MAN 

Assnalng ths Wimbledon chances of Borg, 
Connors and the young McHnroe, Naresh 
Kumir feels Connors should beat the opposition. 

!3 HOW BORG OVERRAN CONNORS 

A flashback to last year’s Wimbledon finals by 
Ronald Atkins. 

4 WORLD CUP HIGHLIGHTS 

A team of writers from England Inchidlng Tony 
Lewis, Dicky Rutnagur and Rai Singh report 
on India’s disgraceful defeat against Sri Lanka, 
England’s thrilling victory over Pakistan ^and 
other matches. With pictures by Patrick Eager, 
AP and Central Prese Photo. 

J WORLD CUP IN COLOUR 

Exclusive coverage in colour by the world’s 
best known photographer, Patrick Eagar. 

!7 IN THE NEWS PAGES 

The first ‘battles’ on the Calcutta maldan; A 
taste of Bengal brilliance in the Women's 
Federation Cup; Hockey Camp; Fair deal (or 
India after Asian Athletics Meet In Japan. 

e CHANDGI RAM ‘MARRIAGE’ MYSTERY 

A|ay Kumar, Satish Kumar and 0. Rahul wade 
through the conflicting stories of the wrestler’s 
doings to arrive at the root of the mystery. 
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Why 

blame 

the 

athletes ? 

A fter the recently- 

concludcd Asian Track 
and Field meet in Tokyo, 
there will be a lot of hue 
and ay over the perfor¬ 
mance of the Indian ath- 
lefbs. But actually the 
athletes are not much to 
blame. Though it is agreed 
upon that the slump of 
Gnanashekharan, Suresh 
Babu, Gopal Saini and Baha¬ 
dur Singh from the top is 
rather inexplicable, on the 
whole the athletes do not 
deserve the kick. 

The Indian squad that 
went to Tokyo consisted of 
25 participants out of which 
.seven were specialists 
chosen for only relay events. 
Barring the three bronze 
medals earned via relay 
quartets, 17 participants ac¬ 
counted for nine medals — 
two golds, three silvers and 
Four bronze. Not exceed¬ 
ingly bad by any standard, 
but it could have been bet¬ 
ter. 

One wonders what the 
qualifying marks are for be- 
rause it is a great fiasco. In 
the first qualifying meet. 
Iiardly five or six athletes 
qualified Then the standard 
was kept under the awful 
concession that Bangkok 
medallists are an automatic 
choice. Our darling Angel 
Mary Joseph too, to quote 
one, failed to qualify but got 
her place by virtue of her 
Bangkok results. Never 
mind what we achieved In 
the past, there is no scope 
for “past record" in this 
fiercely competitive world of 
5port.s. Miss Joseph, who 
did wonderfully in the last 
Asian Games, failed miser¬ 
ably in Tokyo. Second, 
specialists are considered 
only when they are amongst 
the top. Judging by tli« 
end results, the seven run¬ 
ners who made their trip to 
Tokyo only for relay event*, 
could not justify their inclu¬ 
sion. W'e cxDCCted some¬ 
thing better. 

Third, how can one rattoa- 
a1i.se the Indian entries in 
Tokyo? Rita Sen, a promls- 
fug debutant in major inter¬ 


national arena had been 
nominated for no less thau 
five events (100 m, 200 m. 
400 m, 4x100 m and 4x400 
ra relay)! It is no way to 
conserve one’s energy for a 
genuine gold. Likewise. An¬ 
gel Mary who is not a spe¬ 
cialist sprinter, had to com¬ 
pete in four events including 
two sprint rela.vs. This was 
bound to affect her expected 
performance. 

There are more surprises. 
Geeta Zutshi, having earned 
international fame in Bang¬ 
kok, got scratched, in Tokyo 
for changing lanes and thus 
ruined her medal prospects 
rather shockingly. Arc we 
to believe that Geeta, such 
an ace runner as she is, Is 
ignorant of the basic rules 
of her event? Even if she Is, 
isn’t it the duty of her coach 
to brief her in that respect? 

But the Kripal Singh tail¬ 
piece is the pick of the lot t 
according to Mr Singh, the 

g romising talents have Aot 
een brought to Tokyo be¬ 
cause they are practising in 
India for the Moscow Olym¬ 
pics! A gem of an explanation 
from one of the top admi¬ 
nistrators and coaches of 
the Indian contingent! Could 
he name those pmspectivo 
medallists ? And even if 
there are gome, surely the 
Tokyo meet would have en¬ 
hanced their chances. Now 
what if they are Shivnath, 
Sriram. and Ilari Chand? 
With due credit to'Shivnafh 
and Sriram, we must say 
that they have seen the best 
of their days (Shivnath 
came a cropper in Bangkok 
and Sriram, a chronic bron¬ 
chial patient, is not expected 
to produce yet one more 
surprise in 1982). Yei. 
Hari Chand could have been 
a good bet. But Mt Singh, 
they are by no means young. 

Excepting Mari Chand, the 
team to Tokyo was a nearly 
representative Indian side. 
The failure i.s ample proof 
that a few of our top stars 
did not do their homework 
adequately, while the Japa¬ 
nese and the Chinese caught 
up fast after the Bangkok 
Asian Games. We cannot 
afford the luxury of ego 
boosting. But Sant Kumar, 
Rita Sen, Rattan Singh and 
the younger lot .showed that 
they have the potential and 
they are improving fast. 
There are more, youngsters, 
like Adil Sumariwala and 
Satvir Singh, who can rise 
to the occasion if trained 
well. Only practice is not 





sufficient, they need compC' 
titive exercise which is es¬ 
sential for the preparation 
for Moscow. I strongly be¬ 
lieve that our athletes are 
capable of producing results 
and everything will depend 
on the foresight and true 
endeavour of our official¬ 
dom. Encouragement is the 
key word! 

DEBASISH GUPTA, 
Kalt/ani. 

Facts twisted 

r IE STORY "BAI-AIR 
love none" (Spartsworld 
March 7) is unfortunate as 
a controversy where nation¬ 
al interests are concerned. 
AIB has a duty to encourage 
every recognised game. If 
the prime event of the 
senior national champion¬ 
ships at Udaipur could not 
Bnd even 10 minutes ol re¬ 
sume. leave aside ninniiig 
commentary particularly 
when BAl agreed in prin¬ 
ciple to start the finals from 
3 p.m. which suits the AIR, 
the excuse that HAl is 
demanding a share of the 
media’s time tries to offer 
the services of a patticular 
commentator is a tliird 
degree twisting of facts. 
The official record of book¬ 


ings during the past three 
vean to the saH commenta¬ 
tor will make the position 
clear. The said commenta¬ 
tor is In AIR’S own panel 
not only in badminton but 
other international games. 
A few years back he took 
np the cause of coverage of 
other sports by AIR as a 
matter of policy but some 
officials of the AIR, who 
want to see only their faces 
in the mirror, seized the 
opportunity to launch a 
campaign against him. 

BAI has never demanded 
anything. BAI has never 
disputed that the appoint¬ 
ment of commentators is the 
exclusive right of the AIR. 
True, AIR is an autonomovs 
body, but that does not 
mean that the listeners, the 
Press, public or an institu¬ 
tion cannot critise it or 
make no suggestion. A sea¬ 
soned and knowledgeable 
AIR commentator was avail¬ 
able at the venue agreeable 
to be booked' care of local 
address. Which was an eco¬ 
nomical proposition. But he. 
was bypassed in preference 
to a retired AIR Station 
Director imported from ano¬ 
ther State after huge expen¬ 
diture of T.A./O.A. And 
then again the gentleman 
had tiever done badminton 


commentary nor^ pomssed 
any knowledge of the game. 
This is a matter which any¬ 
body can question. Many 
other commentators at vari¬ 
ous centres were alright. 

The belief of the BAI that 
few officials of the AIR are 
vindictive against the said 
commentator was wholly 
confirmed. A probe will 
bring out startling facts. In 
response to a telegraphic 
call by the AIR. themselves, 
the said commentator reach¬ 
ed a distant station by air 
for commentary but the 
commentary was shelved as 
the Station Director felt 
subsequently that badminton 
commentary was not pos¬ 
sible. In another case the 
commentator was summon¬ 
ed telegraphically on their 
own but was booked as local. 
No T.A./D.A. was paid but 
the commentator cooperated 
tn both the cases to avoid 
unplea.santness. 

For coverage of the Udai¬ 
pur senior nationals two 
letters were addressed to 
AIR on December 7, 1978 
and January 4, 1979. Can 
AIR produce any letter of 
the BAT wherein the name 
of any commentator was 
even suggested? 

A letter was sent to the 
Director-General AIR, New 


Ddfiil on January 
requesting commenter) 
the Thomas Cup Asian 
finals between India 
Malaysia from Kuala 
pur as Malaysia had do 
when they played in L 
ana in 1976. This letter 
reads : “AIR will have 
problem to arrange 
commentary from. 1 
Lumpur as Sri X who 
approved badminton 
mentator both in Ee 
and Hindi will be ther 
Kuala Lumpur with 
team and he will handl< 
same without any cos 
the AIR. Sri X coi 
many nationals and int 
tional events through 
mentary in English 
Hindi from AIR. ’fhi 
only a suggestion by 
Association and the AH 
make any arrangeme 
seems fit but the Associ 
very earnestly requests 
AIR should arrange the 
commentary on this 
slon.” There was not 
semblance of a 'deman 
the above and there s 
to be nothing wrong in 
Top officials of the 
are requested to probe 
the whole matte-. 
BADMINTON ASSOCI A 
OF U 
Jabalpur, 
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SEVENTEEN YEARS AGO, 

^ ivhen it ivas fir,^t decided 
to introduce limited oilers 
[Ticket on a national scale in 
England, there teas plenty 
yf opposition, some of it from 
influential sources. The 
traditionalists, some of whom 
had occupied the armchairs 
Ilf the long roam at Lord's 
unce the First World War, 
were not pleased. To them, 
this was a clear threat to the 
iiicinorij of Grace and Hobbs, 
ind that, of course, teas 
uicrilege. They forgot how 
much Ranji or Constantine 
would have revelled in the new 
atmosphere where 
improvisation was as necessary 
'IS a straight bat. 

Many players also objected. 
They conipiained that it would 
lead to negative bowling and 
the middle order, the backbone 
of any batting side, forced to 
limits its occupation of the 
vrease, would slowly lose the 
knack of building up a long 
innings. The other objection, 
left unsaid, was that the 
County cricketer already 
burdened by a heavy schedule 
would now have to add 
mother’day's cricket to an 
already crowded week. 

Both were wrong. The 
armchair critic was the first 
to reserve a comfortable seat 
lor the Gillette Cup matches, 
and the player, after initial 
disdain, began to enjoy the 
vame and his enthusiasm 
spread to the spectators. 

It was during this period, 
when most, County sides were 
still bevnldered at this new 


development that Sussex took 
advantage. 

Though I took no active part 
lin the first two years of this 
competition, by virtue of 
having played for the County 
in the past and hoping to in 
the future. J was included in 
S07ne of the meetings that 
Dexter held in the dressing 
rooms. 

Dexter as a theorist was 
confusing since he teas good 
enough to achieve the right 
results with the wrong methods. 
The profoxinder the theory, 
especially when it concerned 
his own batting, the more the 
confusion. For us anyway, 
and, we suspected, for him also. 

He wa.s, better at working 
out general strategies and he 
was fortunate that his views 
on limited'Overs cricket xoere 
shared by his team if only 
because they suited individual 
taster. 

In those days Sussex team.', 
were well known for 7wt 
lacking in individualism. 
Players like Parks, Snow, 

Suttle and Dexter himself 
sfiemed over averse to the 
long and hard grind and . 
combined effort that is needed 
to win the County champion- 
.'diip. In spite of having 
over the years the .service.^ of 
Ranji, Fry and Tate. 

Sussex had only once come 
near to ivinning. That year 
they were captained by the 
Rev. iMivUl Shepherd and 
people suggested that divine 
help had been invoked, 

CO IT SEEMED THAT THE 
peculiarities of limited-overs 
cricket would be eminently 
suitable for Stissex players. 
Their headquarters were at 
Brighton. The memories of 
Maurice Tate, and the sea 
breeze to help swing, had bred 
seamers by the dozen, though 
in the last 30 years only two 
spinners of note had emerged. 
In the early Sixties she could 
call on the services of quicker 
bowlers like Snow, Thomson, 
Buss and Bates. Her batsmen 
were all stroke plaxjers, who 
preferred to get on with the 
game. 


If memory is true, Dr.rter’s 
first words to his tram were 
something like: "Felhiws 
there’s more tv this gumr th in 
meets the casuaf eye.” 
Prophetic indeed and fur once 
not too confusing. He then 
went on to state his desire 
to win the cup. This was in 
1902 and as the .sca.ion 
developed, so did the planning 
and by 7.W.7, the inaugural 
year, Sussex were more ready 
than others. 

The batsmen u'crc instructed 
thus : the first Ifi overs aim 
for 45-50 runs hut more 
important avoid losing leickets, 
the next '20 increase the rate 
to 4 an over; in the next 
15 to 4.5, and to go all out 
for the last 10 overs. The aim 
was to score at an average, 
rate of 4.5 runs. This iriis felt 
sufficient. 

Thchoiclers irere to ntfack in 
the early .'itnges, when wickets, 
taken were more important 
than ruii.% given Later in the 
game, to adopt defensive 
tactics, by restrictive field 
planning. To bowl .straight, 
and pitch the ball well up 
it being easier to hit iwros,s a 
good length hall, than a yorker 
or a long halj-volley. 

Of course, things went wrong 
as they usually ilo, but as long 
as Sxisse.T’s plaiinhig was less 
haphazard she n on nine games 
before her first defeat againsl 
Middlesex in the third year of 
the competition. 

Soon Dexter was called away 
to attend to his fn.st growing 
husinesi, though he did turn 
out occasionally. By then 
he was no longer captain, nor, 
as he teas once seen 
practising his golf swing 
during a critical session, 
was lie too interested. His 
theories were adopted by 
other teams, the Gillette Cup 
became a national craze and 
Sussex had to wait till V)7H 
before it won iniain. 
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SUN-LIT MILLIONS 

England: Joe Sunlight architect and professional 
punter who died last year, aged 90 (left a staggering fortune 
of £5,700,000 — fruit of his work and gambles which are 
racing legend. He once won £25,000 a day after losing it. 
The Russian-born punter who owned a string of race horses 
was knocked over by a horse at the age of two, and 
expected to die. Said Joe ; ‘Tve been trying to get even 
with the creatures ever since." He sure did. 

THE (R)ICE MAIDEN OF TENNIS 

U.S.A.: So Chris finally met her match in John Lloyd 
— or did she ? The ice-maiden who thawed long enough 
to marry, had forgotten the rice lor the ritual. Two cops, 
sirens wailing, rushed to procure some. The Church was 
crawling with plain clothes men for as one of them put it, 
referring to the star guests present: “We’ve got about 50 
million dollars' worth of tennis talent here." Meanwhile, 
the velvet-clad groom had had no bachelor party lor "I 
don't want to be intoxicated,” he said. Not literally, that Is. 

UP, UP AND AWAY I 

Switzerland : The picturesque town of Flims located on 
a plateau in the Alps, makes news during the International 
hot-air balloon week each year jn September.' That's when 
fans take to the oldest form of flight known to man. Singly 
or in groups, big colourful balloons drift on the breeze, 
trailing rod smoko in a blue sky. This sport balloons with 
possibilities not the least being the ascent into a Swiss toy- 
land while the breath-taking Alpine scenery reels off below 
as in a film. 

H ItLLIS 
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\ Bovine 
justice 

F ORGKD ACr CF.RTri'lCATF.S 
i.N J speller lh.it haunts eveiy 
i nr^'diiiser ut' any age-cioup luur- 
! naiiien: in liulia. The problem ha'- 
> beLOine endemic id late and many 
State sports bodies take >>reat 
j caie to w that their conlingenK 
have their lertifirate.s in order. 
One sue h careful as.suciation is 
the Rajasthan Stale Spoil.s Coun- 
I cil. And for roikI reason too ! It 
wasn't loo Jong in the past when 
! the Stale’s junior basketball team 
was suspended by the Basketball 
j Federation of India for fielding 
, Over aged players, 
j Blit all the preiaiilions of the 
; RSSC were ol no avail recently. 

; The State .sub-jumor learn hail 
! been selciied lor the (iaiihuti Sub- 
I piriior Nationals held l.ist month. 

tindei the supervision ol the 
i roach, Me Sndeishan llmar. the 
; tiMin w.is pi.iclisiuK on the grounds 
i of l.iipui's Saw.li • M.in Singh 
nuditorium. 'Hie most valuable 
I part ol iCli Umar's equipment, the 
j age lertiliciiles, had been safely 
I placed in his diaiy. 
j So l.ii .so gooil. Now comes the 
I liagir bil Whil” the boy.s were 
I at plav, Mr flniar decided to take 
j a little hi'i ak and went off to have 
tea in a nearby tea stall. When 
he I'■turned, wh.it did hi' sei' to 



The ini iilent w.is promptly re- 
poited to the BSS(. The C.ouniil 
I. 'dll'll loi flesh lerlifH .lies. Hul 
this time, only six cerlifiiares were 
siilimitted. All others had siith 
nutted lake ceitiliiales .ind their 
in.sl Hut ions refused to oblige them 
a si'ioild time ! 


I Devi Lai, the 
! 'slip fielder' 

U p IN HARYANA, IHI'.Y PRIi 
tei to coinh poliiiis in sport¬ 
ing terniinulogy. When the dissi- 
I dents against IJevi l.ars Ministry 
set out on Iheii signature lam- 
! paign.s (hey thought it would be a 
j good idea it the tour Ministers 
j aiiiongsl them agreed to 'open the 
I ir.niiigs' (read signed their names 
in the niemoi andiim meant tor 
Parly .Picsidcnl ChandiashcKhar). 
Pul the Ministers said no, they 
preteired to be among the. 'reser¬ 
ves’. Eventually, ol course, they 
agreid to take 'lirst .strike’. 

Wlien State Hovernor H. S. 
Brar was told of the po.s.sibility of 
yet another ‘match’ in the Slate 
! and when he wa* reminded of 
j the lhi"ee occasions in the past 
I when Ministers who had ‘openi'd 
I the innings’ had lost their ‘wic- 
i kilts' (the most in the country), he 
i .said only hait-tokingly ; “These 
L_ 



lour may also turn out to be open 
ing balsinen who could hi- ‘caught’ 
in the .slips. You know .Mr Hevi 
I,.il is a known ‘slip lielilei 

By the time this loiiies out in 
print, it will be known to all who 
won this ‘match. As l.ir as we 
know, no odds had been offered 
by any bookiimker. 


Love-all with 
the Gulf 

A VI.BY SIT.CIAI.ISI U I .XO 
diis has st.iiii'd liom Keiala 
I •- ail the .s]>iii|snieii aie leaving 
I loi the (•lilt. It all slarli'd when 
I two volleyb.lll playi'rs. P 'Iho- 
ma.s .mil M.ini K.ippeii. went oil to 
plav toi the Abu Dhabi Sports 
Ulub in the tile United Aiab Eiiii- 
lates V'olliyball (.hampionship. 
Tiny b.id gone only to show their 
I esperli'i- with no.iliing detinile to 
i look furw.iril lo; the: Sheikhs were 
I so imprcsseil, Thomas and K.ippen 
1 returned cliitdimg live year lon- 
i tr.ii :s. 

I 

Til.It was it. Soon there w.us a 
horde of basketball and volleyball 
playei.s who weie wilting Irautic 
leller.s lo ll•ielltls who ti.iil gone, 
e.irlier. All they needl'd was a 
eimtae! — the (lull is already very 
niiiih a seiond home lor thr'in. 
Siiiels, they h.ive bi'i'ii told, bear 
trtic names of .Malavalecs. Now 
the like.'i of Tliomas and Kappen 
have told Ihi'in th.il il they siic- 
lei'd in winning a toiirnariii'iil. 
they shouldn’t he siirpiised if 
they weie given a D.itsun to go 
Inline ' 


Mark these 
women 

flLE TirERE IS A GROWING 
school of thought that wo- 
nien’,s .sports bodie.s should be run 
by women officials (without mak 
ing much headway in that direc¬ 
tion), il may tie interesting to note, 
that during the recent Federation 
Cup women’s lootball tournament 
at Coimbatore the service' of 
women markers were, enlisted. 

Normally, two matches were 
held every evening and between 
the matches two women — one 
wi'/ened and the other middle-aged 
— pertormed the task of re-mark¬ 
ing the playing arena. Every time 
the duo entered Hie gioiind they 
received a gladiatorial welcome 
from the goodiv c'rowd, replete 
with high-pitched cheer.s and shrill 
ratcalls. 

Some arhieventcnl for a coun¬ 
try which boasts of only one 
woman fiiolbiill coach/releree in 
Bihar’s Mary Joseph. 
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Connors 
is my 
man 

Says NARBSH KUMAR, 
reporting from London 

I I IS Diri’lCTJI.T TO LOOK BE- 
yoinl Hoib, Connors and McEnroe 
1 01 ihc 1979 Wimbledon Chanipiun. 

I loin the manner in which Boi^ 
.m<l Connors dmiiolishcd the opposL 
tii.n in the 1978 Wimbledon it was" 
npptrcot !hat the) belonged to a 
(l.iss I can still remember 
vividlv (;enilailis .sitting in one of the 
Wimbledon changing rooms after his 
match with Connors, a picture of 
deje'e ion his flamboyance and hopes 
sh.itieied by lhi‘ awesome two-fisted 
powei 1)1 .linimv Connois. Since Oeru- 
biiiis was a cut above the rest ot the 
< h.ilU-ngers if acientuatc.'d the wide 
1 h.ism that exisled between Borg, 
Connois and the rc.st of the tennis 
vvoi Id. It was apparent that this 
young duo of superstars would main- 
l.iin tliTii stranglehold of the tennis 
woil'J loi quite a tew years to tome. 

.■\n(J iiuleed they base done ju.st 
I hat siiui' then, eviept that in the 
l,ist few montb.s the -0-year-old lef- 
ti.inder .lolin Mcl'.nroe has made 
lO'iMi toi liiinself and joined them a’, 
the iiip ot the tennis world McEnroe, 
.1 -.uipri-e winner of tin- Wf'.T Mast- 
)'is tom n,iiiieiit .d it.illas beat Connors 
.Old ll'irg in (oiKc*cuti\c- niatihes, 
Altei tbe V\’t;T finals Borg stated. ‘T 
know wlii-n I plav John I have to be 
at niv veiv besi lo beat him. He is 
on par with .liiuniv and myself now.’* 
Ihe iiioody, volatile McEnroe who is 
of I'n n li-rred to. perhaps somewhat 
unkindly, .IS a '•upeibiat, has earned 
more than a million dollars since he 
turned prote.ssional hardly a year ago. 

B' lng at par with Borg and Connors 
is one thing, but winning Wimbledon 
is something very special and very 
(liflerent f. oni other tonrnament.s. It 
is like Itie final gr.idiiation exam nS 
compaied to a mid term test at School. 
McEnroe h.i< Wimhledon expericmce. 
Only two years ago as a qualifier he 
bee aiiie ihi: youngest player to leach 
the se)tii-(inals at Wimbledon. But 
then, it was a world without pressure 
wives* hi ceuld take his chances with 
• Hit fc.T fciitv much IS evpectc'd from 
hii'i and ttv piessuices ot the Wimble- 
dei. t. itnigh* will be a heavy burden 
.1 ai;* H s\ii.<., Bin g and (ionnors 
.v.e. v 1 have a few cards in thetr 
si-'-to which \IcEilioe may not 


have cn an.swer. If McEnroe can pull 
it off thc'ii he will have stepped into 
the hall of the all time gn‘ats of the 
tennis world. 

From the rest of the field Gerulailis 
emerges as the strongest challengcer. 
A .semi-finalist both in 1977 and 1978 
Gerulaitis ba.s so far failed to make 
the breakthrough to the top Much 
was expected From him but he app¬ 
ears to b- shackled bv his jetset 
Playboy image. Borg who is lending 
him by 12 malchc's lo nil and Connors 
both seem to c-njoy an una.s.sailable, 
ascendancy over him. Gerulaitis is 
now ttavelhng with Australian Fred 


stone wnu is acuug os lus cxiacn ana 
mentor. But it may perhaps be too 
late for him to find the way to the 
top. However, if the blond super.star 
can produce the form he displayed in 
his lanta.stic five-.s«tter against Borg 
in the semi finals in 1977 and has the 
luck ot the draw he could become a 
force to reckon with in the conclud¬ 
ing siages of the championships. 

Guillermo Vilas, the pii'stry-writing 
Argentinian ha.s yet to find the rhythm 
ot his Wimbledon poem. Grass courts 
speak a lauguage he has not been 
able to understand as yc't. Besides, hi,s 
early defeat in the Fiviich Champion¬ 
ships on a surface most suited to his 
topspin game shows that he is not 
at his best. Even his inu.st ardent 
supporters will agree that il will be 
a miracle it he wins Wimbledon. 



The 

toppers... 

Bjorn Borg: No. 1 seed; 
Sweden, June 6, 1956; Right 
handed; Career highlights — Won 
Wimbledon 76, 77, 78; won 

French Open 74. 75, 7b; won 
Italian Open 74. 78; won WCT 
final 76; Runners up at U.S. Open 
76, 78. and Grand Prix Masters 
7.5. 78. The second man in the 
history of the game to win three 
succes,sivc Wimbledon titles. Re 
cord tor 78 and 79 — W'on 55 
straight matches from March to 
September which included victor¬ 
ies in Italian. French and W'imble 
don Championshi)). Won ATP- 
Jdks award tor his victorie.s; 
Won Richmond ($17.5,000), Rot* 
terdairi ($175,000). I'epsi Grand 
Slam, Alan King Cae.sars 
(.$2.50.000), frenfli Opi'ii and 
Monte, (.arlo 

John McEnroe: No. 2 seed, 
I'.S.A.; Febiuarv 16 19,59; Left- 
handed; Career highlights -• 
Singlc.s scmi-fmalist.s at Wimble 
don 1977 (the youngest in the 
history of the loiirney alter hav¬ 


ing to qualify). Semi-finalist at 
U..S. Open 1978. With his doubles 
partner, Peter Fleming, has re¬ 
corded many impressive victor¬ 
ie.s. Record for '78 and ’79 — 
Won San Francisro and Hartford 
Semi-finali.st at Hawaii and WCT 
Forest Hills Invitational. Won 
Grand Prix Masters Single and 
Doubles, slurred prominently in 
the U..S,A.'s victory in the Davis 
f;up final against Britain, won 
New Orleans ($175,000). 

Jimmy Connors: No. 3 seed; 
U.S.A.; September 2. 1952; Left- 
handed; Career highlights — Has 
reached the finals of Winibledon 
four times in the last five' years. 
Has won the U.S . Open three 
limes and is the onlv player to 
win it on three diOerent surfaces. 
Has leached the U.S. Open final 
for Cue consecutive years. Record 
for '78 anti '79 - - Won Grand 
Pdx Masters .md U.S. Open, R/U 
at Wimblidon, won U.S. Pro 
Indoor, U.S. Clav Court, U.S. In¬ 
door and Australian Indoor; won 
IN A U..S, Pro Indoor ($250,000), 
li.S. National Indoors ($250,000). 
Memphis. WCT Tournanienl ot 
Champions and Birmingham 
($ 17.5,000). lost to Borg in the 
finals of Pepsi and Alan King 
tournaments. 


Italian WCT. Best victory waa 
winning the WCT title beating 
Borg and Connors. 

Vitas Gerulaitls ; No 4 seed; 
U.S.A.: July 26, 1954, Right- 
handed; Career highlights — 
Won Italian Open 1977, Austral¬ 
ian Open 1977, Semi-finalist 
Wimbledon 1977, ’78. .Semi¬ 

finalist U.S. Open ’78, won 
Wimbledon Doubles with .Sandy 
Mayer 1975; Record for 1978- 
1979—Won WCT Final, Richmond 
and WCT Forest Hills Invitational, 
.semi-finalist at Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open; R/U at Monte Carlo 
and WCT Tournament of Cham¬ 
pions, won Italian Open. 

GuiUermo Vilas : No. 6 seed; 
Argentina; Augu.st 17, 1952; Left- 
handed: Career highlights — Won 
U.S. Open 1977, French Open '77. 
Grand Prix Masters ’74. Runners- 
up at Italian Open 1976. and 
French Open ’78; Record for ’78 
and ’79 — Won South Orange, 
Swiss Open, Hamburg, Municli and 
Basle; lost to Borg in the finals of 
the French Open, won the 
Australian Open; runners-np at 
Richmond where he lo.st to Borg in 
finals; riinners up at Italian Open. 

HARLSH MIJNWANI, Boinlmy 
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handed Arnencaii with one of the 
ijslcsi sei\(>S ir tin- world, will be 
nappy to sc‘i' the Wiiiibledou grass. 
\ semi-findlisl in 1975 .and 1976, he 
an on his day be a threat to anybody 
\ little more (on.sistenry in his 
."round .shots could have put him in 
I position to challenge the supeislar.s 
[lorg. ('.oniiois and Mel.nroe. In spile 
)f the fact that he has had his hair 
urled to stop it Ironi falling in front 
if his eyt's, thereby hoping to improve 
nis concentration I cannot see him 
diinniug the Wimbledon. 

Two gi.iss-iourt speei.ili'.is who are 
rapable ut making a tarn? ol the 
IVCT computer latings .md who could 
;)ut out the higher seeds, .ire Arilnir 
'\she and Dick Slutk'ori liulli ot 
iheni Imve big .senes .'ml .sharp 
u'round shots coupled wilh iidweriiil 
vnllcving, all esscnli.il: 'd llu.' vvmu 
ing icirmul.i on ('i.r.' (diuIs, 

F.vcry y-ar I have been iiientimiuig 
Vijay Aiiiriltaj as a daiigeious Ihiatei, 
but in .spile of good dr.iws he has 
neyei cliM.io at Wiiubledoi). N'l w 
-i.indmg at number 25 in Itu; ah' 
liinkings Vijav has had a laie siicll 
of consistency sinte Apnl Ihi.s veai. 
He had load no bad losses luu was 
able tci notch up two very I'liie 
i(t(>ries over the* highly rated Aiiieii- 
i an.s Eddie Dibbs and Vitas (h'lulaili.s. 
When I met \'ijay at Uerkenham re¬ 
cently he told me that he hud been 
training seriously for the la.st two 
weeks with the UCLA coach tilenn 
Bassett at Los Angeles and had trimm- 
!’d down hi.s weight from 185 to 168 lbs 
Ilf added that he was teeling great and 
■ooying murh belter at the net. For 
'•nee Vijay is iriii.j'v-iree and a Iiickv 


H ERE’S WHAT THE TOP 
players have to say about 
what you can expect; 

Bjorn Borg: “There is no rea¬ 
son why I should not become 
the. first man to win four Wimble¬ 
don in a row,’’ 

JluDiiy Coiniiors; "1 possess the 
gaim of a Wimbledon champ. I 
Imv.' lost to Borg iii the finals for 
(lie I st two ve.iis, but I'll tolloW 
that tiwede and beat him.” 

-Toltn McEnroe: "ATP has 
y riled me the Best Young Player 
and by my recent performances 


•iw .1 'Vijlltiledoll (ould h. ' • ■ n 
.i< hi.'ling results in ki epin,'. wi .. ms 
;'r. <it poleiuidl. 1' t iv; w’-V "rl' 
and keep our fingers CKesi'd. 

1 .nil looking foiw.ird with gieat ir. 
teresl io see tlw progress made bv 
Ramosh Krishflan. In the first round 
of the French Championships Ramesli 
scored a fine siraight-.set vidoiy over 
the very highly rated giant 6 feet 4 
inche.s American Peter Fleming (who 
later went on to win ilu' Beckenham 
title beating Roscoe Tanner) before, 
losing to Connors in the second round. 
Warren Woodcock, who is travelling 
with Fltniing as coach .ind mentor 


I have shown Ih.it both Borg and 
Connors will have to contend 
with me before winning Winible- 
don. In addition. I .im a foimi- 
dable doubles player ” 

Vitas Geruiaitis: “I .still have 
to figure out how to heal Con¬ 
nors and Borg liefore I can thiok 
in terms of winning Wimbledon. 
And now there’s McEnroe to add 
to my probkiins. ’ 

GuiUermo Vilas; “Wimbledon 
has never been my lavouritc 
ground. T don’t think grass suits 
me very much.” 

Eddie Dfbbs: “Like Vilas, mv 
talent on a gras.r-.surfare is sus¬ 
pect. My game is tailor-made lor 
a hard-surlacc.” 

Vijay Amritraj: “I’ll be happy 
if 1 get to the quartei tisials.” 

H.M. * 
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ol iimlroyeisies, .i Uutor whuh will 
help him to ronrenh.I'e beiii-i. his 
Hatter shots which h.i.e r.ic.'ilei j)(>- 
w'-T and penetraMon ih.in Ihug's will 
til' the se.ile.s in his fawnir 

(Till the lime o/ (joinq to ji/.’s.', if 
^ 0 (^s not conlirvivil ii’hether Jmnriii 
Connors mould he jdai/mo ol Wimhie 
don or not). 
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flashback 

How Borg 

overran 

Connors 

RONALD ATKIN, writes 
on last year's Wimbledon 
finals 

9 July 1978. To begin its second cen¬ 
tury. Wimbledon’s fortnight was com- 
fileted with a record. Bjorn Borg 
became the firsO player to win the 
men’s singles three years running 
.since Britain’s Fred Perry 42 years 
ago. With respect to Perry, the 
game is more an kitemational hot¬ 
pot mrw, and ib takes something to 
survive through one year, let alone 
hold things down for three. 

MBLEDON OPENED ITS ARMS 
and its heart yesterday to one 
of the greaitest champions that even 
this august tournament has ever 
seen. 

In only an hour and 48 minutes 
Bjorn Dorg, of Sweden, still barely 
22 years old, annihilated Jimmy 
Connors 6-2, 6-2, 6-3 to capture the 
men’s singles crown for ithe third 
successive year, and one of the first 
to congratulate him was Fred Perry, 
whose hat-trick of diampionship, 
achieved 42 years ago, he equalled. 
“It was one of the best matches I 
have ever played,” said (this young 
master of understatement. How right 
he was ! 

If Borg can maintain this unstop¬ 
pable form there is no reason why 
he should pot go on to a fourth, 
fifth or even sixth title unless his 
ze.st for the game wanes or until an¬ 
other superman floats to the top of 
the pack of ambitious youngsters 
thronging the courts of the world. 

Not since Connors himself destroy¬ 
ed Ken Roscwall in 1974 has there 
been such a one-sided final, Con¬ 
nor’s renowned return of serve was 
overwhelmed in the torrent of fero¬ 
cious shots directed his way. When 
Borg gets his first service in, and he 
was doing that most of the tinte 
yesterday, it is arguably the most 
potent in tennis. 

Connors had no time for his usual 
laughter or jokes, no time for tears, 
either, though he must frequently 
have felt like it as he crashed to 
one of his most humiliating defeats. 
Borg broke two rackets during the 
four.sc of the match and in the end 
he shattered his opponent’s resLst- 
<mci and broke his heart, too. 

On the last point of the match, a 
Connors backhand volley which flew 
hoyond the ba.setine, Borg fell to hi* 


knees, pressed his fists to>his temples, 
then threw aloft his arms in triumph 
towards his coach, U!nnar.t Bergelln,- 
and his fiancee, Mariana Simionesca. 
“I was so delighted,” he said later, 
"I was praying.” 

First the Italian title, next the 
French, now Wimbledon. Nobody 
had done that .since Rod Laver in his 
Grand Slam year of 1962. 

The foul weather which had 
plagued the tournament did not re¬ 
lent even on the final day, for this 
eagerly awaited match. Rain .set in 
at about the time the gate.s were 
opened at noon, and although it cea.s- 
ed in time for a prompt start to be 
made, the clouds hung low and 
heavy over the Centre Court and one 
felt the final might have been staged 
more profitably at the polar ice-cap. 

This was the fourth time the two 
men had met this year. Connors 
won the first, the Masters tourna¬ 
ment at Madison Square Garden in 
January, and Borg took the next two, 
which were four-man special events, 
in Florida, also in January, and 
Tokyo in April, The margin in Japan 
had been a crushing 6-1, 6-2 to the 
Swede. 

With .so much prestige and money 
riding on this match, the finalists 
were undcnstandably in an explora¬ 
tory frame ol mind at the start. The 
opening game lasted seven minutes 
before Connors clung on to service 
and he went 2-0 up when, after Borg 
had been forced to change rackets 
because of a broken string, Connors 
captured the champion’s serve by 
climaxing a glorious rally with a 
backhand volley winner. 

Having thus mea.sured the condi¬ 
tions and his opponent, Borg pro<'ee- 
ded to launch an attack awesome in 
its speed and ferocity, which swept 
through the next six games like a 
forest fire in a drought year, and left 
Connors helpless in its wake. 

H IS FIRST SERVE, EXPLODI.NG 
off the turn and threatening to 
knock the racket from Connors’ fists, 
had the audience hissing in admira¬ 
tion. His speed around the court 
was incredible and Connors, who 
thrives on attack and positive play, 
was occasionally reduced to the role 
of a spectator at a fireworks display. 
If Connors chose to rally, Borg would 
rally; if Connors charged to the net, 
Borg would pass him; and if Connors 
was forc«>d on to deep defence, Borg 
would surge in with volleys of .such 
finality that even Borg had rarely 
shown before. 

Yet the American battled .savagely 
to stem the flood of winners pouring 
into his court. His reputation as a 
street fighter is a deserved one and 
he prolonged game after game be¬ 
yond the deuce stage. But Borg, 
Slipping in the. occasional ace, ham¬ 
mering in his viciously top-spun 
shots, kept Connors so preocxiipied 
with survival that there was no time 
for the u.sual jesting and banter. 


Two shpts, when he broke Connors 
in the seventh game, were typical 
'ewels in Borg’s game. First he un- 
eashed an unbrdievable burst of 
spwMl to reach a perleetly placed 
drop-.shot and ffick it contemptuously 
away for a winner, then he Icli Con¬ 
nors flat-footed - with a scorching 
backhand pass. Tlie first set was bis 
after 37 minutes and Connors, his 
.serve ragged and unreliable, his cun- 
fidenre shot to pieces, had to try to 
salvage something. 

He certainly did his best. After 
being broken again, for the fourth 
time in five service games, he trailed 
1-2 in the second set. but quickly he- 
had Borg struggling at 0-40. ‘This 
was the key game, ‘.said Borg alter 
ward.s. ‘If he had broken me there 
he would have been back in the 
match.’ 

But -the opportunity was washed 
away. The Borg triumphal march 
was resuiired; that vicious lir.st serve 
was sla.shing home like a Viking 
sword, and soon the crowd were 
muttering at the inevitability of it 
all. Another service break, 5-2 lo 
Borg, and with a cross-court back 
hand which trapped Connois as he 
charged braveiy to the net Borg wa.s 
two sets ahead. The time again wa.s 
37 minutes. Even so Borg was not 
certain ot his victory. “I thought I 
had a goexi chance then, but he never 
gives up,” said the Swede. "I wasn’t 
scan>d of liis game, though, when he 
was serving, licrause I felt 1 could 
break him every single time.” 

Connors, .summoning all his .sir 
ength and ability, stemmed the. tide 
for five games in the third set and 
led 5-2, Then Borg went into over¬ 
drive again. The American dropped 
his serve unlnckilv this time on a 
net cord. Borg averted a break point 
in the nc-xi game with a cool drop- 
shot, and Connors, slapping his thigh 
in jin ellort to motivate himself, pre- 
paieil to serve to slay m the match. 

A gentle bv inch-accurate passing 
■shot lelt Connors standing toulishly 
at thc> net. Love-15. A backhand 
pass scre'itiied past Connors. Luvc-30. 
The Anierican saved the next two 
points, then Borg surged lo match 
point With a backhand volley. R 
was the only chance he needed. 

A.S the Duke and Duchess of Kent 
congratulated the winner Connors 
leaned disconsolately again.st the 
umpire’s chair. He had been well 
beaten, and he knew it. Afterwards 
Connors admitted : "I am never out 
of a match until I shake hands, but 
nothing came off for me, it just didn’t 
work out. He played rc-ally good. 
Fverytime he plays me he plays 
good. Everything was going for him.” 

”lt’s all history now, 1 clon'l re- 
mc-mbe-r much histocy. I have just 
to go out and play for the future. 1 
am not going to sit and brood over 
this. You win .some and lose some.” 
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WORLD CUP 


bowlers wore always likely to face a 
tough task. It deteal at the hands 
of West Indians was almost a ccr 
tainty. this wa-. almost a tragedv 
matilied only by the eventual demis.; 
against Sri lainka. 


ENGLAND SHOWED 
THE WAY TO PLAY 

RICHIE BENAUD 


I NUIA COULt) HAKDI.Y HAVE 
lad a more n.o ve sliatlering or 
surpii--iiig prelude to their lour lest 
sene'! against England than to linish 
dead last m their World Cup group. 
To do so needed a del eat at the 
liarids ot .Sri Lanka and, even in the 
nnilext ot surpiising limited-over 
resiil s. Ihi^ was iinespetli'd. 

It will hardly be a tonlidente 
boost for Venkal and his men but 
I’m at raid they ean only have 
thr'inselves to blame, 1 still leel 
that with u proper appliration ot 
their skills and with enough pre- 


maU'h praeliie, they may have been 
able to make the semi finals against 
England. 

The rninch came lor India in their 
m.itili against New Zealand where 
apart from Gavaskar, their batting 
was ot second-iato quality. It is 
true lliat the Headingley utrnos- 
ohere was heavy and in favour ol 
the bow lei s ami the ball moved off 
the -eani but IH3 was irevei likely 
to be a big enough target. 

liiK was the- match to decide 
West Indies’ semi-linal partner and 
despite some brave attar king plav 


Perhaps, though, the key match 
on Saturday (June l(>) wa.s between 
England and Pakistan. No one leallv 
wanted to play West Indie.s. The 
other main Saturday match betwi*en 
West Indies and New Zealand was 
almusi a iion-eveiil in that both 
were already in the semis. 

H'Mdingley lor the England' 
Pakistan dash v.as biMeily cold. 
Soon as 1 saw on television that the 
ball was moving a lot oil ihr> seam 
lor Miidassar and Sikander i 
reckoned ISO would be diliirull to 
make 

I tannul leallv argue with A.sif’s 
reasoning in pulling England in to 
bat. The pitdi h.id more nioislure 
in the morning and the rKlds were 
that it would ease imi in the after¬ 
noon. And who would want to bat 
rgainst VVilli>, lleiidiick, (Jld and 
Botham m 'he r arlv moiniiig, given 
the chain e to do ■.() in the late 
jiteriioon? 



The (df.'hf par tic I pa', tv (j rovniric'^- (From left to right) Srt Lanka. Paki.ilan, VEe.st Indips, England, Australia, 
.Veic /eiilnriil. In,tic. and t tivud't 
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partnership between that great 
battler Bob Taylor and Willis set 
Pakistan any sort of a total. At 118 
for eight, Asif could have been 
iustified in a tight-lipped smile. But 
those 47 runs made all the differ¬ 
ence and gave England's bowlers 
just enough of a target at Which to 
bowl. 

Asil was impressive with the bat 
after the Pakistan collapse but it 
takas a great batting side to with¬ 
stand Mike llendriik mi that type of 


pi(co ana in tnose weather condi¬ 
tions. England, in fact, arc very 
well equipped for conditions favour¬ 
ing medium-pace bowlers, as indeed 
are West Indies. 

Even though Willis seems to be 
struggling at the moment the sup¬ 
porting bowlers are all in top form. 

Pakistan had earlier thoroughly 
caned Australia at TVent Bridge, f 
watched the Australians at Lord’s 
and in their second match and I’m 
afraid they just weren't up to this 


class, inexperience is put forward as 
an excuse for their defeats but at 
some stage inexperience must give 
wray to inefficiency if the defeats con¬ 
tinue. 

At Lord's they lost 8-6'2 in one 
spell after lunch, including lour run 
outs, and it was almu.st too bad to 
be true. Then at Trent Bridge, Rod¬ 
ney Hogg was unable to play because 
of a bronchitis and the attack 
was sadly understaffed. 

Tactics were poor. Border, the left- 
arm spinner was brought on with a 
wet bail, Yallop and Border were 
then bowling together at the end 
when the “slog” was on. 

Worse still, when the Pakistan bats¬ 
men were in full cry Hughes and 
Coster were trying to bowl them out 
instead of containing them. Cosier, 
when he had Miandad caught at 
long-on even had the hide to “point” 
the batsman to the pavilion. Cheeky 
in my book, when you lonsider that 
.laved and Asif added «7 in an hour 
of glorious strokciilav and Co.sier 
ronreded 54 from 12 overs. 

It was scant justification for tak¬ 
ing the captaincy from Yallop and 
giving it to Hughc's, a move the 
seleclois made in a buisl of inisguid- 
eii C'lithusiasin. Low proiile stuff. 

Si' loo was India’s peiformance 
and both countries will look hack on 
tlm 1879 World Cup with minimal 

.pleiiMHi'. 

It was an inglorious exit for Aus¬ 
tralia following their 5-1 loss to 
Eneland in the Ashes .series in Au,s- 
traba and their 1-1 series against 
Pakistan. 

Photographs: 

PATRICK EAGAR 
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K) know fear is to 
discove^r courage; 
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Natnre aboonds in those qualities 
we seek in ourselves 
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I ENGLAND Sny»AKISTAN 

Hendrick 

deadly 

TONY LEWIS 

M ike hendrick clutched 

the catch of a lifetime to give 
, England a 14-run victory over 
Pakistan in a superbly competitive 
thriller at Hcadingley on June 16. 

With the pavilion clock showing 
7-41 p.m., last man Sikander Bakht 
threw his bat at a delivery from Boy¬ 
cott and the man who bad wrecked 
Pakistan's early batting clasped the 
ball above his head at deep mid-off 
and managed to hold on as he rolled 
over. 

lie jubilantly to.ssed the ball in the 
air as the pitch was invaded and 
England had finally come out on tup 
after walking along a precipice 
since the second ball of the match. 

The victory, after a fine tactical 
battle, came with four ovens remain¬ 
ing and ensured that England went 
to Old Traflord to play New Zealand 
in the .semi-final on June 20 and 
avoided a confrontation with the all 
powerful West ladies. 

Asif won the toss for Pakistan, 
putting England in to bat on a pitch 
which was shorn of grass. Overhead, 
the early morning clear and sunny 
sky had given way to grey cloud 
which settled over the ground for 
the whole day. 

In such an atmosphere, this Hcad- 
Ingly pitch is famed fur its help to 
.seam bowlers and it was from the 
second ball of the innings that the 
first dismissal came. Brcaiiry pushed 
forward to a quickisli delivery from 
Imran and edged if to wicket-keeper 
Wasim Bari. It was a brilliant catch 
and a suitable inspiration for 
Pakistan. 

Sikander began the attark from 
Rugby Uround end with three no¬ 
balls. The fourth, which was his first 
legitimate delivery, look the wicket 
of Randall. The ball .squeezed bet¬ 
ween bat and pad. I-'rom behind the 
bowler's arm Randall appeared to be 
Ibw but, in fact, umpire Evans adjud¬ 
ged him to be caught behind the 
wicket. 

Four for two wickets and England 
were struggling. Asif schemed inte¬ 
lligently with hi.s field plucings, Imran 
hit Boycott once on the glove with a 
fierce boum^’r and the fielding all 
round was brilliant. Miandad, parti¬ 
cularly 111 the covers, made a series 
of brilliant diving stops from the 
bat of Graham Gooch. 

Boycott and Gooch found confi¬ 
dence especially when 10 ove.i's saw a 
double bowling change. Muda.ssar 

0 


'managed to keep a tight line from 
one end, but Asif let his iniUativo 
slip. He began bowling with six men 
on the legside, but persevered with a 
line of attack optimistically outside 
the off-stump. 

One by one Asif shifted his fielders 
back, but only after Gooch had offe¬ 
red a slip chance where there was no 
slip and boundaries had come 
through the large gaps in the cover 
field. 

It was Majid Khan who regained 
Pakistan's initiative. With his gentle 
variety of off-spin and away swing, 
he took the wickets ot batsmen 
whose eyes were well in. 

First, Boycott, who was attempting 
to force a shortish ball through the 
mid-wicket area, found that it went 
straight on to trap him Ibw. 

Gooch and Gower prospered and 
began to look for encouraging short 
singles. It was quite a surprise when 
Gooch departed and indeed, he was 
one of the few in both innings who 
could honestly .say that he was out to 
a catch which came off the middle of 
the bat. 

It was 70 for 4 in the 28th over 
when lunch came, with Gower and 
Botham at the crca.se after 35 overs. 

Gower was a disruptive influence 
because the Pakistan attack failed to 
bowl a good line at him, mainly 
straying down the legside. 

So it amazed everyone after lunch 
when Gower played over a full-length 
delivery from Majid and was bowled. 
The partnership of true value came 
at the end when Willis joined Bob 
Taylor. They eame together at 118 
for 8 and took the score to 181 for 9. 

They played .sensibly, taking their 
time, learning all the time that pitch 
would resend to seam bowling. What 
they required more than anything 
when Pakistan went in to bat were 
quick wickets. 

Those did not come at first. Majid 
.struck Willis' first ball for 4 and 13 
runs were on the board in three 
over.s. Majid was dropped behind the 
wicket, off Hendrick—23 runs were 
on the board in the sixth over. 

Then came the incredible rollap.se. 
Hendrick soon .showed he was able 
To move the ball off the wicket at 
will. Mujid was tomforlably caught 
at second slip and thereafter came a 
tr.iil ol Pakistan batsmen pushing 
hopetully into the line of the ball or 
at least where they last saw it. 

.Some appeared to be beaten by 
the penultimate bull of their iimings. 
Mudassar survived an Ibw appeal 
first ball and then pl.iyed across the 
straight one to be Ibw to the second. 
Sadiq played some colourful shots 
square on Ihe oil-side before playing 
the ball on to his stumps. There fol¬ 
lowed edges from Haroon, Miandad 
and ZaluH-r and England wcic sud¬ 


denly for the first time la a posiNoz 
ot strength. 

This was Headingley, true to forn 
on its cloudy days, having batsmei 
playing at shadows or edging the bal 
in all directions. The fascination wa: 
that England’s strength, their faste: 
bowling, was matched against Pakis 
tan’s excellent batting. Condition 
favoured the ball and few Pakistai 
batsmen were able to slay at thi 
crease without luck. 

For the England batsmen the stor; 
had been rather ditlcrent. They wen 
not so severely tested by movemen 
off the pitch and therefore their tota 
of 165 was a disappointment. 

Hendrick’s accuracy is well known 
Apart from producing movement of 
the .seam, he also offers very few ioosi 
balls which can be hit, Asif's inning 
was, therefore, the finest of the day 
He watched the ball carefully an< 
only attempted scoring strokes whicl 
were safe. His support came fron 
Wasim Raja, who required a lot mon 
luck, but was increasingly effective a 
he unleashed several belligeren 
strokes. By tea-time those two hai 
taken the score to 76 for 6. 

The interval helped the bowlin, 
side as often happens. Wasim Raj. 
wa.s straightaway caught in front o 
his stumps by an inswinger from Ok' 
Tmran arrived sporting a Woild Seile 
helmet. He was the object of soiiii 
hasty attack by the bowlers as we! 
as of advice from his captain. 

Imran took root and his partnei 
.ship with Asif piesented Brearle 
with a problem. Should he use u, 
Hendrick's 12 permissible overs a 
this early stage? He did so ani 
even though no wicket came he wa 
well justified. Hendrick’s figures o 
4 for 15 in his 12 overs ju.stifiei thi 
tactic. 

Edmonds’ spin bowling was stil 
ignored even though there was 
likelihood of his bowling a prolongc' 
spell late in the innings Agai 
Brearley was right. Asif went as al 
heroes should when Willis produce 
1 ball which lifted off a length an 
went from glove to hand—the sdf 
hands of Brearley at first slip. 

Asif had come to the crease whe 
the score was 3l for five and hi.s 5 
out of 84 runs added since that poin 
properly repre.sented the immens 
skill of his contribution. 

Scores in brief; 

ENGLAND; 165 for 9 off 60 over 
(Gooch 33. Gower 27, Botham 2i 
Boycott 18, Taylor 20 not out, Willi 
24, Sikander 3 for 32, Majid 3 for Ti 
Asif 2 for 37). 

PAKISTAN: 151 off 56.2 overs (Asi 
51, Imran 21 not out, Sadiq 18, Kaj 
21, Hendrick 4 for 15, Botham 2 f« 
38, Boycott 2 for 14), 

England won by 14 runs. 

Man of the Match: Mike Hcndrid 



Asif wasn't 
enough 

E NGLAND’S PROFESSIONAL EX- 
relJencc defeated ‘Packercd’ 
Pakistan in a memorable clitf-hanger 
at Headingley by 14 runs with four 
overs to go. 

Asif Iqbal won the tos.s and as was 
expected on yet another grey and 
damp morning put England to bat 
England made a disastrous start los¬ 
ing skipper Brearley to the second 
ball of the match from Imran Khan 
and soon Randall was gone with the 
score at five for two wickets. The 
wicket had a lot to offer to seamcrs. 
One can imagine bow much Asif 
must have missed Sarfraz's hostile 
accuracy, specially because Imran 
bowled too short in his first spell. 

Then we saw a battle between 
Pakistan's bowlers and Boycott and 
(lOuch, the latter bringing out all 
their class and correctness. At this 
stage Asif called on Majid to bowl. 
His harmless off-spinners got the 
confident-looking Boycott Ibw. Majid 
went on to finish with the flattering 
figures of 12-2-27-3, his victims being 
Boycott. Botham and Gower. Gooch 
fell to a great gully catch by Sadiq 
off Sikander Rakht. 

Pakistan was well on top when 
Bob Willis joined Brian Taylor with 


the score at 118 for 8 wickets. But 
then Taylor and Willis put on 42 
runs. Had it not been for this inva¬ 
luable ninth-wicket partnership Paki.s- 
tan would have made it. Engaind 
finished with Ififi for 9. 

Those who only count runs per 
over thought that Pakistan would 
walk away with an easy win. And 
their start suggested that. Majid and 
Sadiq. making light of the opening 
overs, scored 13 runs in three overs. 
But when the score was 27. Hen¬ 
drick, bowling at his best with an 
immaculate line and length and 
moving the ball either ways, tore 
through Pakistan’s batting. In eight 
magical deliveries he claimed four 
wickets. When he took his sweater 
from the umpire his s|)ell read 8-4-9-4. 
The Ouwn’s birthday honours list 
which was announced on that day 
could easily have contained the 
name of Mike Hendrick for this 
spell. From 27 for no loss Pakistan 
slumped to six down for 34. Botham 
got rid of Zalicer with a beauty 
which lifted and left him. 

The true test of batsinanship is on 
a bowlers’ wicket and when every¬ 
thing was Inst for Pakistan their cap¬ 
tain Asif Iqbal played an innings of 
rare courage and class in the com¬ 
pany of aggre.ssivc left-hander Was- 
mim Raja. At tea, the score was 76 
for 6 off only 25 overs. After adding 
52 runs in only 15 overs, he left Ibw 
to Old. 

As long as Asif was there Pakis¬ 


tan had hope. Imran came hi 
understandably plaved a supportiajjt 
role. Asif completed a superb SO 
when he clipped Willis off his toes to 
mid-wicket for four. Ifardly had the 
deserving ovation died down whea 
Willis got rid of him with a nastv 
delivery. 

At this stage everybody thought that 
all was over. Green flags had given 
wav to Union Jacks. But Imran and 
Bari had other idi'.as. They carried 
on witli a bit of fortune and a lot of 
grit. Brearley looked visibly worried. 
He had run out of Hendrick, Botham 
and Old. Willis had been held back 
for just one over. He looked at Boy¬ 
cott, hoping for .something in front 
ol the latter’s home crowd. And 
Boycott obliged. Bowling his tidy 
indippers round the wicket he gut 
Bari to get an inside edge on tu his 
pads lor Bob Taylor to hold a great 
catch, 

Imran had a long chat with last 
man Sikander and the latter played 
with great discipline but finally 
could not resist the temptation of a 
great hit. He lifted Boycott over 
niid-off and was well caught by Hen¬ 
drick. 

My tailpiece to thi.s memorable 
match must be reserved for the two 
umpires, Budd and Evans, for having 
done umpiring a great credit. Eng¬ 
land's umpiring along with seam 
bowling and fielding are still the best 
in the cricketing world. 

RAJ SINGH DUNGARPUR 


//VOM irs /V£W ZEALAND 

We were 
just no 
good 

VIEW ZEALAND ONCE AGAIN 
-lx defeated India in the Pruden¬ 
tial World Chip and sailed into the 
semi-finals. India was certainly 
unlucky to loss the toss in heavy 
atmosphere. And Kiwis seamers, 
spearheaded by Richard Hadlee, 
did a good job in favourable con¬ 
ations to dismiss India for 182. 

In past five years Indian batting 
has come to depend totally upon 
Gavaskar and Vishwanath. This 
time Gavaskar played an anchor 
innings of 55 in 47 overs. For a 
player of Gava.skar’s class and ca¬ 
libre one wonders if these really 
are the gifts of greatness. One can 
understand the initial cautiousness, 
but surely he is expected to score 
more than a run off every over 
once he Is set? 

Patel batted freely for 38. But 
Vengsarkar, Gaekwad and Aniar- 
nath all failed as they did at 
Edgbaston. Kapil Dev and Ghavri 
batted with u.sual gusto but ludia 


still faibnl to bat for 60 overs. 

We played some very poor cri¬ 
cket to find ourselves at the bot¬ 
tom of the table of the Big Six. 
behind West Indies, England, Pa¬ 
kistan, Australia and New Zealand. 

Of late Players Association have 
been discussing a lot of matters 
regarding cricket and cricketers’ 
welfare. I trust these dismal per¬ 
formances will find a place in 
their agenda as well. We need to 
think more and talk less about 
cricket and cricketers. 

tn this tournament we have fully 
exposed our limitations in ail 
three departments of the game. To 
our already substandard fielding 
and batting our bowling resources 
have reached rock bottom. After 
having bowled nearly 108 overs, 
we managed to take a bare three 
wickets one of which was a run 
out—giving away about 370 odd 
runs. So the average works out 
more than .i hundred for each 
wicket obtained. Statistics for once 
gives a complete pictuie. One can 
only hope we will get over our 
dismal showing and the coming 
four-Test scries will neither be as 
pathetic a.s our Prudential showing 
nor as disappointing and damp as 
this summer has been. 

I N CONTRAS'l OUR NEIGH- 
bours Pakistan played very 
bright cricket at Trent Bridge to 


roll over the Australians by 89 
run.s. Surprisingly, in the abstmee 
of Hogg they ventured to put 
Pakistan in to bat and paid for 
it. The majestic Majid, and the 
athletic Asif Iqbal crushed the in¬ 
experienced Australian attack to 
pieces. Asif Iqbal is a great im¬ 
proviser—he walks down the wic¬ 
ket or away from it to pick up 
gaps in the field. He is an ugly 
yet athletic version of the adven¬ 
turous but always athletic Mushtaq 
AH. Tliey si'ored 286 in 60 
overs leaving before Australia a 
near-impossible. They were shot 
out for 197 in 57 overs. UiltHtch 
made a safe and sound 72 out of 
that looking very much a Sve-day 
cricket batsman. 

Of Pakistani bowlers slim 
scamer Sikander bowled beautiful¬ 
ly roqving the ball. The one that 
got Border was a dream delivery. 
Pakistan along, with the West 
Indies and England is a contender 
for the Cup, But I feel, Eng- 
land|s light bowling and superb 
fielding and Brearley’s leadership 
should edge them out this Satur¬ 
day (June 16). Of course. It is 
a pleasure to watch them but 
their fielding and bowling are not 
of the .same high calibre as their 
batting linc-up. 


R. S.D 
















SYMONDS Proudly Present 
India's No.1 Lightweight 
Badminton Racket Challenging 
The Best in The World! 

SYMONDS CHALLENGE TOP LIGHT S2000 

The only badminton racket in India with — 


Reinforced vulcaniied 
Japanese fibre for extra 
strength—will last 
minimum 3 tension 
guttings. 


Machine rountei sunk 
holes 


A product of the latest international 
research and technology, SYMONDS 
CHALLENGE TOP LIGHT S2000 is 
the only badminton racket in India 
which is machine made frorri the best 
available imported raw materials 

Made from top quality light timber 
the frame is guaranteed to weigh less 
than 125 gms , with none of tfie 
elbow problems that frequently occur 
with ordinary metal frames 

Check for yourself feature by featuie 
wtiat makes it the No 1 Badminton 
racket. 

Available at all leading sports-goods 
dealers. 

CAUTION Beware of imitations 
Please buy only from authorised 
dealers and look for the Rhino 
emblem—your guarantee of top 
(lUdlity sports goods 



Each ply bonried together 
vyith the right percentago 
of imported hardener 


100% impound light timber 
dried at 1?}% moisture 
content 


Slim-line aeiodvoamic 
IhiOdt reduced foi weight 
control. 


Tapered and true- 
tempered stainless steel 
shaft. 



SPORTS GOODS 

AMONG THE WORLD'S BEST 

Marketed by: 

A. H. Wheeler & Co. Pvt. Ltd.. 

15, Elgin Rd . Allahabad-211 001. 

Phones 2245/3762 Cable:'SYMONDS' 

Arnol Rose Advg 79// 


Maidan musings 


l/-«UESS WHO IS THE 
fastest player with the 
b ill m Calcutta? According to 
Ibiohun Bagan coach P. K. 
'Bjnrrjee, it is Shyamal 
BJiicrjec. “Satyajit Mitra 
J„lli)ws him closely and, per- 
||b|is. after them come 
Manas and Bidesh. Manas 
beats Bidesh by a small mar- 
Ln, but Shyamal beats them 
both by at least a yard. 
Sli)amal, however, is not as 
without the ball as he is 
while taking it down." 

•rUKRE IS BAD NEWS 
[,ir Mohun Bagan supporters. 
Biiifsh Bose is suffering front 
malaria. Coach P. K. Bancr- 
jci IS having a rrtugh ‘irne 
sliuMIing players on the left 
wnig position. He has tried 
l;l.!j.'anathan, but Ulaga has 
lii-t his touch and the Mohun 
Bagan .supporters are blam- 
iiig their rivals for that: 
"Wtirn we ‘sent’ him to East 
tti ngal, he used to play so 
writ But look at him now, no 
(i;. • will say he is the same 
I God knows what they 
(1;.! to him.” Tapan Das Is 
a!: (I not clicking as a winger, 
CT I’ K. is confronted with a 
.kn .tiv problem—let us hope 
th.it Bidesh gets fit fully be- 
t>'i- the ‘big one’ on .luly 7, 
a: least in deference to the 
wi'ties of Mohun Bagan 
"iipfHirters, 

MDH AM MEDAN SPORT- 
m;' is also affected by injury 
pi 'blenis. Akbar had injured 
hi.iiself badly in the Nagjce 
'liiiji where one of his legs 
VI ■" broken in a colli.sion 
vv;':.h Aniarjit Rhatia of J.C.T. 
lie 1 .S yet to join the team 
■iiid is still in hometown 
Hyderabad, undergoing “Ha. 


kimee” treatment there. 
Habib says that they believe 
in that method because, “the 
year I came to Calcutta, I9€G, 
when I was playing for East 
Bengal in the match against 
Mohun Bagan, 1 was injured 
from a hit by Chandeswar 
Prasad. I did not go for the 
plaster business—but under¬ 
went our native treatment 
and after about a month I 
became fit. When I come 
from home, I bring along 
with me an ointment—a 
brown coloured one,” A seni¬ 
or official of his club said 
“If they get injured they 
undergo their native treat¬ 
ment. They feel that if a leg 
is broken, and if a plaster is 
used, then it takes about 
two to three months for the 


plaster to be removed and 
another month or so for the 
leg to be fit. So they prefer 
‘native’ treatment, which 
takes a month or so.” Habib 
himself is also on the injur¬ 
ed ILst, but he has to keep 
going as, “there is lack of 
layers. See, I have to play 
anzari as a forward, Ihougn 
he is basically a defender. 
Najoeb i.s also injured, but 
I am in no position to give 
him a rust, which he badly 
needs, as there is a lot of 
injury.” The supporters who 
gathered at the tent 
after the team’.s match 
against Eastern Railway told 
Habib after wishing him 
‘Salam-AIekhum’: “We want 
to see Akbar, we’ll be satis¬ 


fied with just that. Tell him 



Mtihfi. Akbar : Belief in Hakemti Irealmiml 



to come back to CalCBWh'j ■ 
At which, Habib assufea 
them that Akbar would cotnii' 
by the end of thi.s month. 


A F’TER KHABAZI, AN- 
olhcr Iranian has hit 
the scene—Ahmed Sanaari— 
24, tall, well-built and beard¬ 
ed. He has acquired a name 
for himself—‘pcnaltv exfwrt.' 
In the league, be has scored 
two goals, both of them from 
penalties and none can deny 
that they were .sure shots. 
Whenever a penalty is awar¬ 
ded, the plays'i's avoid going 
to the dreadiMj spot to take 
the spot kick, but not Sanzari. 
As he said after his team’s 
match against r.a.slern Rail¬ 
way ; "1 arn sure about 

penalties. I have ciinfideiice 
that I’ll be able to score." 
Sanzari speaks in broken 
English, so the lungnage 

E roblein is very much there 
ut he seems to lx; getting 
over it slowly. His country- 
man Khabazi reialls: it was 
the Same with me. When 1 
first came to India 1 also 
uever knew any language 
other than iiiv native tongue 
1 joined the Aligarh Muslim 
llniversily and .slowly got 
over the language barrier. 
Though I vvoukl nut say 
■that I have been able to gel 
« good grasp over the langu¬ 
ages. Rut I can coniiiiunitate 
now, San/aii lots just conir. 
give him sonu' time, he will 
also pick up your language." 
An oflicial ol the i.lub r<‘- 
calls a funnv innden; that 
look plan' when he had gone 
to bring Sanzari fioni Ali¬ 
garh, The otfiiial told him 
that since Akbar was injured 
he had to play as a forward. 
And San/ari replied allir- 
matively; “Bar injured, goal 
scoring." He wav relerriiig to 
the tact that Akhar was 
injured when liying to .score 
a goal. 


MOMMAMMEDAN .SI'OR. 
ting supporters .vre angry 
with (Ihuni Guswami not 
iK'CdHsv he Used to si dll' 
goals against them in his 
heydays, lull beiaiisi* they 
tliink he has not given the 
club Its propel inipmtanee 
A nionlli or so ago. Ctiiini 
had written in a loial laiigii 
age magazine that the league 
honours will dv-iumd on the 
match between .Moliun Bagan 
and East Bengal. Rut the 
supporters think olliei wise, 
’rbey feel that the manner in 
which Chum had written the 
article, it was cjuitv rhvii that 
he was eithei a staunch sup¬ 
porter of Mohun Ragan or 
i'.iist Bengal and had totally 
Ignored the lact that their 
leant. Mohammedan Sporting, 
has a good side this year and 
might win ihe league. 
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News: National 


CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 

The first 

real 

battles 

'■rm; i.ka(;ur’s must hattle 

* —in throe sonsos—in Itio woi'k 
oiKlinji .liinc IG, (oincidod with llio 
th.ini'o ill vvctilhoi. Siirprisiriftlv, as 
ImiK ,is tho |)lavors lou«l,t lonipora- 
liiros soaiiiu; to 109" I- they did not. 
indulfjo in joiiiiti play—piostimahly 
hccausf (hoy were too proortupiod 
111 ‘wonlhorinR’ tho hoal. As soon 
as llio nil'llurv slid down, there was 
‘art inn’. 

Spoliators participatod in tho 
Kamo bolwoon Mohaiiimodan .Spoil¬ 
ing and F^astorn Railway and though 
tho losponsibilitv lav in tho first in- 
slanio with rofoioo Siinil Adhikari. 
ono I arinot deny tlial players of 
holh teams had a hand in escalating 
tho trouble. 

At another level, tho ‘battle’ look 
the loim of an East Itengai cave in. 
Although «;von the most rabid .sup- 
poiter know'--it was romiiig—seeing 
the insipid display by the defence—no 
one expected East lieiigal to concede 
a goal to lowly Railway F. C, (who 
have changed their name from 
Chandra Memorial), the third of 
the railwa.\ sides in the senior divi¬ 
sion. Rut there was compensation 
toi the club in the form of the sea¬ 
son’s first hat-trick, performed by 


striker Shabbir Ah — a player who 
has slowly, almo.st imperceptibly, 
made himsell indispensable to the 
side. 

Moluin R.igan were involved in the 
last III the ’bailies’—th<‘ fust ol the 
.si'.isoii’s exhihitioii lie. Although a 
misnomer because it saw a fight be¬ 
tween iineiiiials, the billing itselt 
drew large trimds, almost all Muhun 


Ragan tans. George Telegraph. if 
a ho.st of former internationals^ej 
both senioi and iiinini - had till 1hft’:v 
Mohiiii Itag.in lie, lolli'iled onlv eighi'' 
poiiils liiiir Mine III,ill lies and wei’d < 
in seiious liouhle in view ul the fact 
that four le.inis will he releg.ite/l to ■ 
the .second division at the end of the 
league this year. The defeat at the 
hands of Mohmi Ragan has fmlher : 
jeoiiardised their position. Rut there 
was a silver lining. Theii display 
agairi.st Muhun Ragan was both 
spiiiled and determined, If they 
lan conitniie in this vein, there is 
eveiv hkelihiiud of then playirs 



.Sanzan uUh a slick and slippers looking for other missiles 
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and Habib 
bury the. 
hatchet 


npo SAY CLUBS OR FEDERA- 
A tions are totally free from 
politics and self interest would ^ 
a lie. And Mohammedan Sporting 
is no exception. There was some 
of this along with a dash of mis^ 
understanding in their ranks be¬ 
fore the onset of the Calcutta 
league. These could have combi¬ 
ned to affect the players, but good 
sense prevailed and things were 
amicably sorted in good time. As 
an important official said, there 
were some people who tried to 
‘‘sabotage’’ the efforts of ^e club 
by creating an ‘artificial* rift bet- 
ween coach T. A. Rahman and 
skipper Mobd. Habib. “The rum¬ 
pus about Habib and Rahman was 
mischievously created," the offidal 
said. Now there is no rift bet¬ 
ween them and both are jointly 
moulding the players into a strong 
outfit. 

Rahman may have had a tiff 
with Habib regarding coaching. 
Actually, Habib filled the role of 
coach when Rahman was still left 
undecided whether to join the 
club or not. “When Rahman was 
still thinking in Calicut of the 
club's request to come and coach, 
I naturally couldn’t wait. Being 
the captain, it is obvious that the 
entire responsibility of the team 
lies with me. Therefore, I got the 


boy.s to practice,” said Habib, add¬ 
ing, “so I didn’t see anything 
wrong in that. And when the 
coach came here, he took over and 
I am now at his side." 

'THIS IS A FACT. I WAS PRE- 
A sent at one of their early 
morning practice sessions and 
saw both skipper Habib and Rah¬ 
man working together. Even the 
‘hitch’ with Habib lias been pat¬ 
ched up and both are now busy 
building up confidence and form¬ 
ing the team into a strong outfit 
•—without any personal interests 
clashing. There is no nepotism, 
either. There is no move to push 
in either Keralites or Hydera- 
badis into the side. This was evi¬ 
dent in Mohammedan S.C.*s match 
against Eastern Railway. 


To give an instance, Habib said: 
“Premnath Phillip and Najeeb 
were two Keralites in the team. 
There were an equal number 
from Hyderabad—myself and Lati- 
fuddin. So where do you see the 
division” 

Regarding the players being 
divided into two camps at Calicut 
during the Sait Nagjee tourna¬ 
ment, the Assistant General Se¬ 
cretary made a protest, saying, 
“this was ridiculous. It was sim¬ 
ply because of language problems. 
There was no discrimination. The 
Malayalees wanted to stay toge¬ 
ther to feel at home and so was 
the case with the Andhra players. 
That was all.” 

SUBHASR SARCAR 


■etting the team out of danger as 
:he league progresses. 

Mohammedan Sporting: The 

itandurd of supervision in the 
eague matches has deteriorated 
ippallingly. The way matches were 
leing loosely conducted from the 
tart of the league, it was just a mat¬ 
er of time before violence erupted. 
Vnd that fanatic supporters would 
iooner or later blow their top was 
■vident in the match between giants 
dohammedan Sporting and Eastern 
taiiway. The .series of incidents 
■ould have been avoided had referee 
>unil Adhikari acted in the right 
nanner from the start. 

The railway players tended to be 
ough with Kalipada Haidar starting 
t all. He should have bccu shown 
;he yellow card even before Habib 
lad to face it. But Adhikari's loo.se 
supervision added tuel to the fire 
vhen both teams indulged in rough 
}|ay. If Kalipada Haidar was warn- 
jd at the initial stage, pbiycrs of both 
iides would have restrained them- 
•clvcs. But Habib’s gesture and rude. 


behaviour towards the referee can¬ 
not be taken lightly. And Adhikari 
had no hesitation in showing him the 
yellow card a minute before the 
breathci. Adhikari could have averted 
the incident had he been patient for 
just a minute because, lemon time 
could have provided scope for intro¬ 
spection. 

For over 11 minutes, the tie was 
held up. Immediately after Habib was 
warned, the angry crowd on the 
eastern stands began pelting stones 
and other missih-s and invaded the 
field, c en going to the extent oi 
manhandling one of the linesman. 
The police were there in force, but 
remained .silent witnesses. And it was 
Habib and his buys, and coach and 
officials, who had to literally beg the 
irate crowd to go back. The crowd 
responded, realising that their be¬ 
haviour could cost Mohammedan S.C. 
one or even two points. They even 
cleared the field of the Junk they 
themselves had thrown. But as a 
revenge, the crowd threatened the 
officials and refused water to the 
referee and linesman at inteival. 


This was a shameful act and all that 
the officials could do was to apologise 
to the man with the whistle and 
his aides. But it seems a curious coin¬ 
cidence that such incidents involving 
Mohammedan R. C. take place only 
when their matches are supervised 
bv Adhikari. Last year, against Salkia 
Friends, there was trouble, oven 
against Rajasthan and Aryan, to give 
a few ex.implcs. And why must it 
happen only when Adhikari has the 
whistle ? However, the home team 
kept their winning spree, scoring 
twice against Eastern Railway. When 
the mutch went rough, a cool and 
confident Premnath played well ably 
supported bv Moidul. At last the 
team has found a speedy left-winger 
in Sublias Roy, who played far better 
in his first match than both Khabazi 
and Dinkar. Habib would do better 
as a forward and with brother Akbar 
ieining in the first week of July, the 
frontline should be further $treng 
thened. He is playing as a medio to 
relieve some pressure off Samaresh 
but this combination has not been 
fruitful And whether Habib is a 
spent force or not he still has the 







loucn wHAviii tv iviuiiiifii- 

incdan S. C.’s second goal. A pre- 
rise Uirough to Lalifuddiii, then 
playing at left outside, resulted in 
ll)C latter superbly sending a 
grounder into the net to make him 
the highest scorer so far in the 
learn. The team’s first goal came 
llirough a penativ off a confident 
Sanzaii shot. Defender Saral Gan- 
guli handled the ball and a penalty 
was awarded: goalkeeper Sujit 
Mukherjee abused the referee and 
was shown the vellow card. But the 
referee did overlook some inhmge- 
iiients. The most glaring one was that 
of Naioeb who intentionally hit a 
defender in.side the penalty area. 

Against Howrah Union, a weak 
side with only two wins in ten out¬ 
ings, the bl.ick and white .shirts were 
at theii best, ro-ordinating very well. 
But the tale w;is of inis.siHl chanovs. 
Opportunistic flankrnau katifuddin 
scored two fine serond-half goals. 
Although N.iieeb and Khabazi had a 
hand in b<itli the goals, they could 
not fit into the p.itlciii ol things. If 


Shabbir 
Ali: Just 
another 
bat-trick 

S CORING A HAT-TRICK IS No¬ 
thing new tor Shabbir Ali, 
Ho has done so many tunes in the 
past. Playing tor Tata Sports 
Club, he petfoimed the feat at 
least five to six times in Bombay. 
But his most memorable one was 
against Indonesia in the 1376 
Merdeka Tournament in Kuala 
l.umpur. Shabbir, who was sur¬ 
prisingly replaced after the brea¬ 
ther, netted all the three goals io 
India’s 7 1 victory. 

The hat-trick against Railway 
Football Club was Shabbir’s first in 
Calcutta, but not the maiden one 
for East Bengal. The ebuHient 
striker scored three in a row 
against As.sam Police in the Bor- 
doloi tournament last year. 


■ Shabbir is naturally delighted to 
perform a hat-trick in front of 
thousands of Calcutta fans, "but 
no exceptionally good feelings", 
says Shabbir. 

Shabbir is grateful to Surojit 
Sengupta for helping him to be¬ 
come the first hat-trick maker of 
the season. “Surojit presented me 
with two good centres and my 
third goal, in fact, was his. He 
could have scored it easily; instead, 
he passed the ball to me so that 


«uray iinxman Samaresh Chaudhury 
had not performed widl, the team 
might have been in trouble, ;is Habib 
was not of miicli help. On two onvi- 
sions the '.kipper iiiis.sed good 
chances of sronng, 

Howrah h.id then limilarions. hut 
goalkeeper Pijiish Moiidiil w.is out¬ 
standing He sliow(‘d ail tiiirannv 
sense of .mtieipation But il was 
creditable oi Howrah tliat, despite a 
shaky def*-nre, they held the giants 
goal-less till the breather. 

East Bengal: East Bengal look 
ed an improved .side in their matches 
against Railway Football Club (for¬ 
merly known as Chandra Memorial) 
and Wari. Coaih Aran Ghosh agreed 
with this, but at the same time 
said that he was not lullv satisfied 
with his team's perlormame. “The 
left flank is still a •prohleni lor me’’, 
he said, and added . “1 want Gur- 

dev Singh, my stoppe>'-bark, to move 
little faslei." 

• An iniiirv to Harjmder Siiigli has 


pul East Bengal in great trouble:.. 
He wa.s the club.s first choice left¬ 
winger, hut he is still not fit enough 
to resume pljy. F.ast Bengal ofH- 
rials have decided to field him in 
Hie next rouple of matches (ot 
ioiir.se, altei <i grei-n signal from his , 
(liuior) so tlial Hai'iinder cun play 
in the rriicial league tie again.st 
Mohiin B.igan, scheduled for .luly 7. 
But il he IS unable to pluv in the 
(uming matihes. East Bengal will 
prohabiv have to do without him. 

Inavailability of Harjinder forced 
Arun Gho.sh to try out diflerent 
combinations in the forward line in 
the last two matches. Against Rail¬ 
way F, C., he started off with Sum- 
jit .Sengupta. Shabbir Ali, Manjit 
Singh and Mir Saj.jad. The home 
team put up a disappointing show in 
the first half, failing to .score any 
goat. .Saijad was replaced by Mihir 
Bose aftei the breather and David 
Williams took the field in place* of 
Manjit a little later. These two 
(liange.s altered the roniplexioii of 
the game and East Bengal started 
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Shabbir AU scoring a goal againsti lluslcrn IXailway 


I could get my hat-trick,” Shabbi.' 
disclosed. 

Shabbir is quite happy with his 
performance this season. “I did 
not get enough time to settle down 
last year, but this time I don’t have 
such a problem.” The East Ben¬ 
gal striker hopes the rainy season 
will not pose any serious prob¬ 
lem to him as he is acenistomed 
to playing on rain-affected grounds. 
“In Bombay, Nadkarni Trophy 
matches are played during the 
rainy .season and 1 am sure Cal¬ 
cutta ground conditions are far 
better than those of Bombay”, 
Shabbir added. 


qpilE MATCH WHICH BROUGHT 
glory for .Shabbir Ali also 
.saw East Bengal .custodian Bhas- 
kar Ganguli roneeding the chib’s 
first goal of the season. Dhaskar 
wa.s naturally unhappy. He said : 
“The ground was .slu.shy and I 
know the ball would come very 
fast to me. I was about tn posi¬ 
tion mv.self on the line of Kishore 
Mukherjee’s shot when the batl 
suddenly bounced awkwardly, hit 
the inside edge of the rross-piecc 
and went in. I desperately made 
a lust minute attempt but failed 
even to touch the ball." 

ALOK DASGUPIA 



sidelines 

Ward 


W ARREN WARD. WHO HAS 
been playini; in the first divi* 
siOn, in both hoacey and football, 
is a sad young man. He has been 
playing from 1966 and has assisted 
teams like Calcutta Port Trust (for- 
tlterly Port Commissioner) and Cus¬ 
toms, but this year he is with the 
Rajasthan Sports Club. He was 
^th the team’s hockey squad and 
everything was going well. The 
hockey secretary of the ciub, Manu 
Mukhcrjee, requested him to join 
the football team also. In the be¬ 
ginning he did not want to Join 
Rajasthan as he had made up bis 
mind to play foi Tollygunge Agra- 
garni. But he could not turn down 
the request of his hockey secro 
tary and ultimately joined the 
football team—but now he is re¬ 
penting. 

He is not getting a chance to 
show his mettle, not because be 
is not capable of making tbe 
team, but because of club politics. 
The men behind this are said to 
be. the coach Amal Datta and 
Laitu Banerjee. an official of the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. He has a 
; say because he had helped in the 
' recruitment of two players from 
B.N.R. to Rajasthan. On the day 
Rajasthan was to play East Ben- 
I gal, Warren was given an assu- 
; ranee by the secretary that he 
would be in the team—but when 
the list was announced, he was 
surprised not to find his name. 
The amount of politics that Is 
present in the club can be seen 
when one takes the case of Sheikh 
Akhtar. He was supposed to be 
the third goalkeeper but was. in 
fart, playe'd as a half-back. Only 
when he was given a chance in 
his regular^ position, he showed 
his mettle and now. he has be¬ 
come the first goalkeeper. 

SARAJIT DEB 


playing in pertect tune. 
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Shabbir Ali is probably the best 
opportunist in Calcutta today. All 
the three goals he scored in the 
second hair against R,iiUv<iv F. C. 
justified thi.s. Right fruiii tlie kick 
off after the breathei, Surojit Seii- 
gupta floated the ball into the. penalty 
area and Shabbir beat the goalkecpci 
with a .sharp header. Sengiiptn 
again sent a low and hard grounder 
which came out of Kiian Roy's 
hand and .Shabbir. tollowing on. 
pushed the ball in. Shabbii then 
wasted an easy opportunity, btrt got 
his hutti'ick in the .'itith iniiuitc. 
Senguptd dribbled past .1 loiiple ol 


with an empty goat. The East Ben¬ 
gal striker bad only to put his right 
leg to become the first hat-trick 
maker of the .season. 

A little before Shabbir performed 
this feat East Bengal conceded the 
first goal of the season. Kishorc Mu- 
klif'rjee. Railway F.C.'.’s .seasoned win¬ 
ger, surprised Bhaskar Ganguli with 
a long-range drive which bounced 
awkwardfv. Mukherfee had taken a 
smart shot in the first half which the 
Ea.st Bengal custodian just managed 
to hold. 

In iheir next match against Wari 
East Bengal, on a ground ideal for 
good football, started off like cham¬ 
pions .scoring two goals within 10 
minutes of play. Almost from the 
kick-off, skipper Prasanta Banerjee 
got tbe bail. He sent a through- 
pass to Mihir Bose who in turn 
.sciuared the ball to Devraj. The East 
Bengal- linkman received the ball in 
the air and sent a powerful volley 
to give Waii custodian Tarun .Sar- 
kar no time to stop it. Six minutes 
later, Shabbir beautifully met a Suro¬ 
jit Scngupla tTo.ss to increase his 
side's tally. 

But despite raiding the Wari goal 
time and again, Ea.st Bengal failed 
to inaease the margin. This was 
because all the forwards — Shabbir 
Ati, Mihir Bose, Surojit Sengupta 
and Subhas Bhowmick (end his re¬ 
placement David Williams)—wasted 


at least three gdallhie ttvest' Ona 
Chinmoy Chatterjee hit the cross 
piece. 

Whatever may be the winning mar 
gin. the match suggested that East 
Bengal had at last overcome their 
initial problems. Their midfield i^ 
now functioning well, especially 
with Devraj showing marked im¬ 
provement. Gurdev Singh has al.so 
improved and his long through-passes 
to the forwards arc of great ser¬ 
vice to the side. Both Chinmoy 
Chatterjee and Satyajit Mitra did a 
lot of overlapping in the last two 
encounters and Monoranjan Bhatta- 
charya, of course, remains as confi¬ 
dent as ever. 

In the forward line, Shabbir Ali 
is now a constant success. Mihir Dose 
regained some of his confidence but 
along with Subhas Bhowmick and 
Surojit Sengupta, is yet to score a 
eoal. Sengupta, of course, is East 
Bengal'!^ key man and he justified 
his reputation, at least in the last 
two outings. 

Mohun Ragan: The day Mohun 
Itagan played Police winning 2-0 re¬ 
feree Kamen (ihosh’s poor supervi¬ 
sion led to .some, tension in the gal¬ 
leries. Ghosh was very late with his 
off-side decision against Manas 
Dhattacharjee late in the first half. 
Bv the time he saw Tarak Sen's flag, 
Manas had the ball in the net and 
the crowd did not like, it at all 
when Police were awarded a free- 


Shabhir heads in the first goal for East Bengal against' Railway F. C. as 
goalkeeper K. Roy tries to gather the ball watched by two defenders 





dian Bixwajit Das and Bibhu Chakrobitrly. Alxo seen are Aniruddha Challerjee (24), Sanjib Chmdhury and 
Rumen Bhatlacharjee. 


kirk for Manas’ infringrtnont. 

Mnhun Uagan gave a very listless 
(lispaly in both the games this week 
defeating Police bv 2 0 and in the 
first exhibition match in the current 
league accounted for George Tele¬ 
graph by an identical margin 

fn the first outing against Poliro, 
the Mohun Bagan forwards Ulaga, 
Pius, Manas, Shvam and Tapan (who 
replaced Ulaga in the second half) 

Police left-bark Swnjmn Saha Roi/ 
■tern weepinti after the matrli 
aiminst Baqan, av he was respon¬ 
sible for lellinf; in the xnond pool 



were totally off colour. They creat¬ 
ed a lot of clianres but could not 
convert them. All were re$pon.siblc 
for missing absolute sitters from 
point-blank range. 

Having given a tough time to East 
Ilengal, Hie Police roach Munish 
S.iikai was <|uito optimistic about 
the m.itch ■ “We will try to play a 
good g.irnc and inainlv see that goals 
•lie not scored against us.” After 
keeping tlieir -.iipporters on edge 
loi the major part of the first half, 
Mohun I'.O'.in (oiged ahead a minute 
liefoie the breather when Manas 
made no inisl.ike after latching on to 
a pass from .Xavier Pius, eluding 
defender and taking his time to 
shoot Midvsav through tlie second 
halt Tapan Das made use ot a niis- 
kick hv rival li'ft-back Swapan Saha 
Roy inside the penally area. 

T ill, (iAME WAS MARKED BY 
a lew incidents that at best 
should have bc'en avoided. DIpak 
Das, the stopper back ot Police, 
iiiadc' a nasty charge on Tapan and 
was shown the yellow card, but 
Tapan also used his lists on a Police 
deteoder, for which he was not even 
wariieo After the match, the Police 
roach said; “I'm happy with the per- 
toui)an(.e ol my players. They play¬ 
ed a vei V spirited garni'.” 

Lidesh Bose pla.yed in the next 
game but was not as eficctive as 
one would have expected him to be. 
Though Mohun Bagan scored two 
goals, the lii'st left a bad taste. It 
appeared to be a case of infringe¬ 
ment by -Manas Bhattacharjee aga¬ 
inst custodian Biswajit Das, but rc- 
ter(.'e Mihin Dulla ignored the in¬ 
cident. Manas playi'd well, but he 
was closely maiked. 

The Telegraph coach Sunil Ghosh 
an East Bengal forwaid ol the fifties, 
said after the matetr “We played a 
very good game and gave no chance 


to the Bagan players. If that first 
‘goal’ had not been given, the result 
could have been otherwise. This 
shows that if one is determined, one 
can play well.” 

P. K. Banerjee is not very h^py 
about his team's performance; “This 
was a' difficult period for our team. 
One of my wings is clipped (the left). i 
Manas pla.yed well in both the maP 
ches, but you must not forget that he 
becomes shy whenever there is body 
tackle. He should have scored more 
goals. Xavier has lost hi,s penetrative ; 
power. Uc missed three goals in the ! 
initial minute.s against Telegraph. 
One has to admit that Telegraph j 
were a formidable side with a lot of ; 
.stars—some have played for India 
and some for junior India—and Bis j 
wajit saved two crertain goals from 
point blank range. The second goal j 
was a created movement, the like of 
which we go through in our practice j 
.session. Altogether it was a good 
match.” He declined to say anything ; 
about the first goal: '‘I was not even | 
near the .spot, so I'm not in a po.si- 
tion to tell you about it,” 

B eing the first exhibition 

match of the cuirent league ' 
there was a lot of demand for tic¬ 
kets--especially aflei It was announ¬ 
ced ihal there would not he a live 
TV' (iiverage. There was a crowd in 
ft out of the IFA office on the morn¬ 
ing ol the match and, after an initial 
row dispersed when each were given 
tiikets. As th,' IFA secretary Ashoke 
Ghosh said; “Mohiiri Bagan had re¬ 
turned about .'iOO tickets and we di.s- 
tributed if among those who came 
to the office althouirh we had pre- 
viouslv announced that we would not 
be diMributing any tickets on the 
day of the match.” 

AHIIIT StN willi W UK OASC.uerA 
SUHHAS SAMCAK .mil '.AKAJIC III <■ 
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EV£S’ FEDERATION CUP 

A taste of 

Bengal 

brilliance 

A t the moment, womfns 

football in the State of Tamil 
Nadu IS sufteiing from post natal 
problems (The Women's Football 
Assonation was foimed in Madras 
late last month) The holding of the 
first Women's Federation Cup tourna 
ment at Coimbatore from May 29 to 
June 9, one imagines, must have givrn 
a growth impetus to the new born 
babe in the State The Coimbatore 
tournament and the exhibition bet 
ween the girls from Manipur and an 
Indian XI at Madras must have gone 
a long way towards winning pro 
sclytes to the game from the laiici 
sex in the State 

National thampions West Bengal 
won the S M Safdar tiophy with 
more than a fair degree of comfoit 
In fait, the Bengal team was the only 
one among the seven partiripanis 
which did not ronredi a single goal 
in the tournament The statistics 
should alone speak for Bengal's total 
dominance beat Gujaiat in then 
opening encounter 10 0 tiouncid 
Kerala 7 0, mauled Uttar Piadesh 
17-0, beat Manipur (eO (in the si mi 
final) and aggregatiKl 9 0 against 
Karnataka in the double leg hnal 

Though rleaily not up to the 
standard of Bengal in terms oi soiiei 
skills, the Karnataka outfit was the 
other team to iinpress Ihc Manipur 
girls appealed a robust and haidy 


lot and, with a little more scientific 
coaching, should be able to provide 
better competition for the champions 
In the near futuie Major Dayamay 
Singha who accompanied the Mani 
puiian team piomised that they 
would come bettei prepared for the 
nationals s(hc*duled to be held at 
Maduiai later this year “The time 
at out disposal was very short and 
we had to hastil> assemble the team 
pirkuig players at random We did 
not want to lose this opportunity to 
give our girls some experience ” 

Coached by Premanghsu Banerjee 
(a youngei brother of ‘P K'), the 
Bengal team has an are striker in 
Shukla Outta Sbukla was the top 
scorer ol the touinament—tatlving 
as many as 24 goals This 15 year old 
student ol (lass VIII m Garia Girls 
High Sc liool, took one s breath away 
With her spei‘d ball control and 
opportunism She scored two hat 
tucks in the toutnanient-against 



Wo\l limiial sAippcr ludtih O’Si/mi 
uith till S M Sicfdc r Itiiphii 


UP and Gujarat—-and was in line 
for repeating the feat on two other 
occasions 9ho was an indispensable 
member of the Indian team which 
toured Malaysia oailier this year and 
with age very much on her side we 
should be hearing a lot about this 
nifty lass from Bengal in the near 
futuie 

Led by the versatile Judith D’ 
Siha, Bengal had many seasoned 
campaigneis in their ranks The 
frontline quintet tunctinned with 
great understanding and rapport 
They spread out then attack to the 
wings instead ol solely tiying to 
break down the middle This paid 
rich dividends especially against the 
crowding out tactics of the Manipur 
deep defenders The ubiquitous stopp 
erback Kunlala Ghosh Dastidar did 
a great job tor Bcmgal and anothet 
who caught the eve was the roly poly 
right back Miiiali Boy who though 
a trifle gawky was eflective 

Losing hnalists Kainataka did not 
have a balanced side Then defence 
was always suspect and it‘ vulnii 
ability was thoioughly exposed m tho 
final against Bengal 1 ai too many 
yawning gaps weie left in the home 
teintoiy and it would have been a 
crime if the fast moving Bengal toi 
wards failed to exploit it the way 
they did (hitia Gang.ielhaian uneiei 
the Karnataka ciosspnee was easily 
one of the most compcteiit goal 
kei'pers on view (closely lollowrd by 
Manpui s Vitayaldkshmi), but her 
eoUeagues mmu'diatc Iv in Ironi ol 
her let her down badly 

A slip of a g'll 12 war old Uma 
Kitlu was outstanding in the Kama 
lake tiontline Daughtoi of I Kitlu 
this gill usi s a lot ol her head (both 
lileidily and laiiialively) on the 
field and has a deeeptivciy lethal 
light footer to boot At limes she* 


2 



Wiene rs (M the v fjit Brnqal team inth fomh Premavrishu Bancrire 


States, not 
clubs 

G oing by PRrcioFNTs a 

‘Federation Cup’ touitidincnt 
as wc have generally come to un 
derstand involves the participation 
of champion clubs ot the parti¬ 
cular sporting discipline Cases 
in point are the tournanicn's con 
ducted by the All India Football 
Federation and the Volle\ball 
Federation of India The idea 
behind such tournaments is basi 
cally to give opportunity to private 
clubs and institutions to field the 
teams they nurture in a competi 
tion that is next only tu the 
national championship 


Naturallv, one was intnugcd b\ 
thi fact that all the paiticipants 
in the lerentlv concluded ‘ledeta 
tion Cup’ tournament conducted 
bv the Women’s Footbaii Fedcra 
tion of India were State teams and 
not private club oi institutional 
teams With the touinament be 
ing an all St^U affaii would it 
not mean that the national chain 
pionship to be held in September 
would be ledundant' 

Ml S R Zaidi Secretaiv of the 
WFFl explained to iporlsivorld 
‘There are hardh anv private 


clubs that spociiui women's loot 
ball in the (ountr> So the hold 
ing of the Federation (up along 
the lines of that of the VFI oi 
the All I Is impossible But we 
decided to go ahead with the 
tournament because we ted that il 
IS impoitant to give the girls as 
much competitive expeiience as 's 
possible This especiallv smee 
the Asian Cup touinament is just 
around the coinei We hope to 
invite some roieign teams foi our 
next Federation (up” 

But the Women s Football 
Federation ol India is vet to re 
ceive recognition lioin the AH 
India Council ol Sports though it 
has completed the stipulated lour 
vears of existence Mi /aidi was, 
howtvci conhdent that lecogiii 
tion would (onu soon 

★ 

*<\7’l,RV IIK.H IS HOW MK 

V ChaiU 1) ISiena Sec 
rcla-y (leneidl ol Hit Asian 
Ladies tootball Fwliialion des 
tiibtd the standard ot women's 
tootball 111 this countiv Spi iking 
III a typical Singapuit-an acetnt 
(more often than not, minus pie 
positions and with lots ol la ) 
Ml Petiira told Sjuirtswoiid in 
Cuinibatoie dining tht Frdelation 


C.up that India should do well id 
the third Asian Cup scheduled to 
be hi Id at Calicut this Decembi'i'. 

Sinj,apoio, Malajsiii Ihailand, 
Indonesia Hong Kong laiwan. 
New /.ealand, Australi i Hawaii 
and India are fulltlidgvd mem 
beis of the Asian body with Sii 
Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
Japan, South Korea and the 
United Arab tmirates (UAE) soon 
to join Its ranks Taiwan are the 
leigning champions 

Apart fiom hosting thi Asian 
Cup touinament at faluut there 
IS every likely hood of India hold 
ing the FuioAsian Championship 
duting the middle ol next year if 
Hong Kong back out of its com 
iriilnicnt 

Accoiding to Ml IVreira foot 
ball IS veiv popiilai among the 
laiier sex m Furope and in mojt 
cases, the women’s associations 
function under the wings of the 
men s associations “II is not re 
ally so in Asia”, says Mi Perciia 
‘Men’s succei associations should 
not think of us as competitois but, 
rather, should come forward to 
help Us I must say that FIFA 
helped us a lot duiing the 13- 
nation ,Women’s World Football 
I'ournament in Taipei in August 
last yeai ’ 

A.K 


lends to get over awed by hi r big 
ger built opponents but it should not 
be lung befoie she gels over this 

The first leg of the hnal between 
Bengal and Karnataka must have 
been witnessed by at least I*) 000 
spi ctatoi s (The second leg did not 
haw that big a crowd) An interest 
ing aspect of the rates ot admission 


was that women weie charged halt 
the rate, ostensibly to attract mon 
of their kind 

Kerala oiit of thi semi finalisis 
wile .1 pluikv lot In Shvlaia thev 
havi a skilful wmgei but hi r 
stiikiis miiu otien than not tould 
not klip pact with liir garni Apart 
fioiri Bengal s Shukla DuHa shi was 
ihi only one to scori a hat tuck 


Sisliis I alitha and I’rathija showed 
some piomise but they will have to 
woik on then trapping Kerala's 
biggest handicap was the absence of 
thru legulai goalkeeper Iheiisa 
(•vhu IS imdi I a ban following an 
uiitowaid iiuidint un thi field dui 
ing the last National at (alicul) 
)< ssv who stood in lor her was ini 
compitcnt Keiala hnisht'd second 
to BtngdI m Pool *A and lost tu 
Kirnataka via the tii bieakcr after 
the teams wc re loc ked in a one all 
draw at the end of regulition time 
III 'hi serin final 

UP and Gujaiat wire no niore 
than ‘also rans’ in this pool lelative 
Iv the Pool B ti anu were more oi 
li ss ivcnly matihi d Karnataka topp 
cd this pool bv biatiiig Manipur and 
Vidharba by identical margins—1 0 
Manipur linislii d second beating 
Vidliaiba 10 It was mdi vd sad that 
Virlhdiba had to bow out of the 
tom iianii nl altc r losing to Kama 
taka and Mampiii b\ wifii'hin 
maigms 

Oni ti-iiii that w IS ri ills missed 
at the toutn mil nt v\ is f.oi who 
Imishid second 1o Bmgil at the last 
National (nia - presciue would 
have 1(11 rnoH tdg* to thi com 

l>i titum 

ASHOK KAMATH roiiiiH itDii 



Garlands and smilc's—Runners up Karnntaha 
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'^JUNIORS HOCK€Y CAMP ■ 

This one 
was 

different 

B arfly 14 . .iuoe felix sebas- 

tian swratfd it out inorninit 
and evening with 44 other school* 
boy hockey player-.. All ol them 
talented, liisc they would iievci have 
been invited lor the iliiee-wcek 
coaching tamp held tioiii May Iti to 
June 7 by the Jaw.ihai l.il Nehiu 
Hotkey Toiirnameiii .Society .Still a 
few niches short ol live l(.•et. Jude, 
like niariY others, has h.id previous 
expelieiiie ol coacliiiig tamps. “But 
this was diflerent", he said with a 
thrill he touiid ihftiriilt to eunti-al. 
At JiKle's own school. St (jermain’s, 
ll.mualoie, “we weie just niude to 
practise the g.ime, Ih.it’s .ill. lien- 
it was ditfeient 

A little boy alter all, Jiicle tound 
it haul to dcsciibe the “dilltieucc". 
But the III St thing that stiutk him 
was the “new exeirises which made 
IIS ililleic.|it and stiocigc-i." Vis, 
plivsiial conditioning was the very 
b.isis ol the c.tmp. The litter you 
are, the better yoiTlI pl.iy. 

As the piesident ot the* Nc.‘hru 
tournament, Mat. (.en (Retd ) 
Viu-ndi-a .Singh, s.iici ; "From expe¬ 
rience I tan say that thiee. things 
are ab-'olntc-ly irnportani loi our 
yoiilh to give ol their bi-st . pjiysi- 
cal Illness, discipline and good lood.” 
The gc-neral knew yvhat hi: was 
tiilking about, llih expeiiencc of 
handling voiitli c:anie during Ids 
tc-nnre .is Diieclor-derieral ot the 
National Cailet (iorps. 

The Nehru tournament is to hoo¬ 
key what till* Durand u to soccer. 
It SCI vice* to <1 game is the- aim, tlien 
holding a touinameiii tin big clubs 
alone is not enough. I’rolils Iroin 
the Dm and arc ploughed into ttie 
Snbioto Miiki'i’iee (nip tor scliouls. 
The Nelirii hocki'y touinami'iit also 
does somell'iiig similar. even 
tlioiigh it is a poor relation ol the, 
Duriiiid III leiins oi yyealth and tra- 
dilion. “lint 1 was not too woriied 
ahout iiionev. and I didn't allow it 
to eoiiie in the way of the )c)b in 
hand", said Genc'rai Virendra Singh. 
.Soiiic-lioyv, the mom*v was tound. The 
coacliing camp cost the organisers 
at least Rs. 20,000. 

Roys showing piocnise and talent 
during the junior Nehtu tourna¬ 
ment were selected by experts lor 
schulaistdp.s. Good encouragement 
that. Rut what happens atler- 
wards, when the boys go home ? To 
ensure that they cunlmued to gi't 
attention, the tournament committee 
derided to organise an annual camp 
during the summer holidays. This 
year's was the first. 
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Jude had talked of a "diffvr 
ence" whicti he was at a lo.ss to 
describe. The tiisst thing that 
struck a visitor to the camp yeas the 
way it was urganised and adminis* 
teic-d. I tic- lodging aiiangements. 
the lood and tin- liockev instruc¬ 
tion. the ijctiial pm pose ot the 
camp--eveiv .ispecl had been taken 
tare ol. 

D iscipline, as the general 

said, was very important. To 
help maintain it, even local boys were 
not pei'iriittc‘(l to go home exrept 
on Sundays. No one coniplainc-d. 
One clever young rellow who did 
was told bv c.oacli Haimec-U Singh, 
lonnei Olympic c.cpi.iici, ‘‘Char biici 
hi,chcht' itili’zaiii hat uihti lomi k)fu 
(Alt- yocii wile .iiicl (liildic-ii 
waiting for you ’1) Boy and couch 


laughed 

tind 

tlic-ie 

till iiialli-r 

eiidc-d. 





Itic- 4 

5 boy 

110111 

all ovi'i 

llie 

rountiy 

will 

tiea ■.lire 

the iiie 

intuy 

it t he- 

c .imp 

bec,iuse 

lliey 

woro 

c'-oac lied 

liy <in 

Olympic 

cup) a 111 

him- 


.c'll, il till nolliiim else ll.icinec-k 
ys.i a-^isic-d liv Itcidh Singh IJi.iu- 
li.iii tile- loath who pot State .Siibsi- 
di'-eil School, Khuiit. Bihar, on the 
hoc key m.cp of the coiiiitiv witli 
llii'ci ti-.iiii ot Adiv.csi tio>s, ,incl Jai 

Citipal belhl, lormcM" D.‘lhi .md Piiil- 
jah I c-citi e tl.iir. Men like llie tor- 
mer Ohiiipic [d.ciei <'oiicni.iiuler 
Nandi .Smpji, liiined up soini-lnnes to 
leiid a li.-lping li.iiui 

H .11 meek lead his ovsii idt-as One 
w.is Ih.il he yvould liv, as f.ir as 
possible to m.ike the- hoys ,ill pm- 
pii'i- pl.i\c-is who could perloiin 
VM-II 111 seseial positions, not in 
)Ust one spec i.ilisc-d idle. 'I'lial is 
vsli.it the Lmopeaiis .ire doing with 
sot cess. 'I’lu- boys were in the 14-17 


age group. Accurditig to Jlhrmcdc: 
“Some day some* ol them yvill deve¬ 
lop into internationals. That is my 
assessment cil Hu- talent at this 

C.lflip." 

■flic- mill mugs Were devoted to 
physic .it tondiliiimng. the two hours 
preceding lunch to talks liv eminent 
sports personal'lies. and the evc-n- 
iiigs to skills and practire games lie- 
tween the “shirts” and the- “shirt- 
less’’. The gioiind at the Modern 
.School, the capital’s elite school 
which had placed its hostel and all 
other facilities at the disposal of the 
campers, is bumpy, hut as one boy 
said : “H we can manage to control 
Ihe hall here, yye'll do bettc-r in 
matches on smoother surtaces.” 

The sclionl with the laigest num¬ 
ber --eight—ot players in the 
camp was thi- Khunti school. f;al- 
(ull.i’s Klialsa High .School, witli 
live, came next. 

One look at some ol the- campers 
and vou knew what General Viren¬ 
dra Singh meant whe-n he talked 
of good food ,incl c.ilories. But (lie 
Adivasi tads trom Bihar in sJiiny, 
s'weatv. siiu-wv brown bodies weie 
cliHereiit. Sc hcilaiships of Rs. ISO .c 
iiiontli awaidc-d bv the- Bihar Gov 
einment have seen lo it that they 
wc-ie propc-i ly ted at their school 
mess .11 Khunti No wonder, in the 
hist five veais. (Jiauhan has .sc-nl 
out no less than 00 of them into 
famous ainiy and police outfits like 
the IlSF ancl CRPF. Many piospec- 
tive employers must already be on 
tile look-ciiil for boys like Stephen 
'I'lrii and B.isant Keikelta, with whom 
even a c asual chat made: it clear 
that here were jcnirigslers with 
limited ambitions. 

D HAHUL, New Dcdhi 



Cnat'h Jai Copal S'ellii f,hows Ihe tt’oV ol the Nehru hockey foiirnamevlH 


rnma I'nr NrhnnlhftuK 


ASIAN SaUAD FOB WORLD 
athletics 

Fair deal 
for India 

RANJITBHATIA 

F rom the Indian viewpoint, 

there can be little cause for 
romplaint at the announcement of 
the Asian team for the forthcoming 
World Cup Athletics at Montreal, at 
the conclusion of the Asian Athletic 
meet in Tokyo. Rattan Singh, who 
created a major upset by winning 
the 1500 metres final from Japans’ 
top billed Takashi Ishii, heads the 
Indian list followed by long jumper 
Suresh Babu, despite being beaten 
to second place by Bangkok rival 
Junichi Usui (Japan). The selectors 
obviuu.sly took into consideration the 
Indian’s consistent performance in 
the Edmonton Commonwealth Games 
and Asian Games at Bangkok along 
with that at Tokyo, as against the. 
erratic effort of Usui, who had far 
too many no jumps. Babu, it will be 
recalled, won the event with 7.85 
metres at Bangkok, and improved 
upon this by 9 cm (7.94 m) at Tokyo, 
where he lost to Usui by 3 cm. 



India's latest find, quarter-miler 
Rita Sen, who surprised everyone by 
finishing a clotie second in the event 
to Korean .student Chung Bong Soon 
in a new Indian record of 54.99 sec, 
makes the team for Montreal, with 
the latter opting for the 800 metres. 
Sprinter Gnnna.sekharan is selected 
for the 4X100 metres squad bv vir¬ 
tue of being in the first six in both 


Hakarn Stnqh oti the virlory aland at Baniikok He want on fo 
gold al the Asian Meet. How wtll he fare ;it the world meet? 


win the 


Bangkok 

downwards 


JAIMIN M. BHAT 


A S COMPARED TO PHE BANG- 
kok Asian Games, the perfor¬ 
mances of Indian athletes at the 
Asian track and field meet at 
Tokyo was discouraging. Not only 
did the medals tally fall, but the 


the 100 and 200 metres finals. IJday 
Prabhii is the only one of the five 
Indians selected for the 1977 World 
Cup who is retained in the team, al¬ 
though only as a member of the 
4 X 400 metres relay outfit. 


timings of raanv athletes were 
poorer. 

Suresh Babu in long jump and 
Sant Kumar in 800 mts improved 
upon their performances at the 
Asian Games 

Siiram Singh had clocked I rain 
48.8 .see in the 800 mts at Bangkok. 
A repetition of this would have 
given the Indian another gold 
medal for the winner at Toky) 
timed I min 49.5 sec. 

Here are the comparative charts: 


Event 

Name 

Bangkok 

Tokyo 

100 m 

R. Gnanasekharan 

10.6 .sec 

10.91 sec 

200 m 

R. Gnanasekharan 

21.42 sec 

21 44 sec 

400 m 

Uday Prabhu 

46.79 sec 

48.04 sec 

110 ro hurdles 

Satbir Singh 

14.47 sec 

14.63 sec 

3000 m Steeple 

G. Saini 

8 m 44.8 sec 

9m 12.4 sec 

chase 

20 km walk 

Hakam Singh 

1 hr 31 m 

1 hr 35 m 

Shotput 

Long jump 
(Women) 

Bahadur Sinidi 

54.9 .sec 

17.61 m 

39.5 sec 

17.47 sec 

Angel Mary 

6.05 m 

5.92 m 


T he reali-y welcome news 

from the Indian angle is the. 
.selection of distance runners Gopal 
Saini (5,000 metres) and Edward Vin¬ 
cent (10,000 m). Neither won their 
events al Tokyo, but their victors — 
Seko, Soh Kita — are marathon run¬ 
ners who will be taking part in the 
World Marathon Championships the 
same week and have optinl out of 
track running. Japan, it must be 
emphasi.sed, gives far greater priority 
to marathon running than track and 
field athletics. 

Thus Gopal Saini, who was only 
pipped at the tape to third place and 
became the first Indian ever to run' 
the 5,000 metres in under 14 minutc.s, 
gets another opportunity to prove his 
worth. It has now been ainfirmed 
that his setback in the 3000 metres 
steeplechase at Tokyo where he 
finisned third was on account of a 
fall over a hurdle, a common enough 
phenomenon in international mcet.s. 

Newcomer Edward Vincent, with 
career best marks in both the 5,000 
(14 : 21.2) and 10,000 (29 ; 06.0) at 
Tokyo, is a tremendous Indian pros¬ 
pect and his progress will be watched 
with great interest. What most 
sports enthusiasts have missed out on 
tne 'Tokyo participation is the fact 
that despite the much higher overall, 
standard than that at the Bangkok 
A.slad, 20 of our 24 athletes who 
actually took part, have returned 
with a medal each. Surely an un¬ 
usual achievement in any game 






Chandgi Ram 

'marriage' 

mystery 

H as BHARAT KKSARl (TWICE), ARJUNA AWARD 
winoiT and Asian Cani"s Gold Mi'dallist, ‘Master’ 
Chandgi Ram married a imnnr giil? The answer is no; 
body can be sure. And, as a consequc*nce, has Chandgi 
Ram been sacked from his post ot Addilinrial Director uf 
Sports. Haryana? The answer is. Devi Lai has indeed 
ordered his removal, but Chandgi Ram claims be has 
received no such information. 

Chandgi Ram flatly denies all reports about the 
marriage. “I have neither married nor have any inten¬ 
tions ut marrying any minor or major girl.” However, 
the residents of Chautala village in Sii ja district, which, 
incidentally, is also Devi Lai's native village, aver that 
the marriage did take place on May 19. And, what is 
more, Urmila, the 14 year-old girl in question, who was 
away for four days after May 19, claims to have spent 
those days with Chandgi Ram. Now sporting a bobbed 
hair-cut. goggles and bell-bottomed trousers the slim and 
tall. class-IV educated Urmila talks proudly of her 
‘Masterii’, shows off the gifts he has given her and tells 
the villagers she will be going abroad with him this 
month. Indeed, if it all goes as she tells it, she could 
well be abroad this moment. 



OmI’iakttsh ’Hitler' (right) —Brainchild of Chaiulgt 
Barn's mmriaqe to minor girl? He. is seen with Devi l.al at 
the wresUmg fe.ilwal m Asakhera where the whole thing 
reportedly starl-'tl 

When did it all start? The sarpanch of Chautala told 
Hvorlsivottd tliat the idea of ge ling Chandgi Ram mar¬ 
ried oti to a beautiful girl was fir.st broached at a .State- 
level wrestling festival held at Asakhera, near Gli.iutala. 
All the, participants had stayed with Mr Om I’rakash 
‘Hitler’, a wrestler and .Secretary ot the Chautala Wrest¬ 
lers’ l•’edpration who also happens to be a distant rela¬ 
tive of Chief Minister Devi Lai. 

According to .some other stiurres, the idea of the 
m.irriage was tlie brainchild ol Mr ‘Hiller’. The go-bet¬ 
weens lirsi contacted Udey Ram. a poor Jat of the village, 
with the ‘lequcst’ that he give his daughter in marriage 
to thi: wresUei. Udey R.im wa.s also promised an ade¬ 
quate I {-ward but he refused to accept the ‘unequal’ 
match. Riit Mr ‘Hitler' was not disheartened. He next 
thought of Mr Ranjit Singh Saharan, alias Jit Singh, a 
rich landlord ol the village who owns about 100 acre.s of 
land. Kaniit Singh was a good choice for one simple 
reason • In- is reported to have earlier given his elcier 
<iaughii-i _ in iirriiage to a OOyeai-old man of Kharia 
village- The man died later and the daughter was mar¬ 
ried off again 


TWO 'luir furoers}, lotnoan uii or tmuninvatt tutd 
Beg Raj of Haniwala Mota, were promptly dematched ttf 
Ranjit Singh. The proposal was accepted and the mar¬ 
riage of Urmila with Chandgi Ram was fixed for May 20. 

Thereafter, the pace of events picked up. According 
.to Pratap Singh, Devi Lai’s son who an ex-MLA, now a 
partylcss politician but not too long ago with the Con- 
gress-I, when the youth of the village came to know of 
the propo.sed marriage of a man in his forties with a 
14-year-old girl, they decided to prevent it. They imme¬ 
diately wrote to the Chief Minister and also approached 
Sahib Ram, Devi Lai’s brother. 

Some villagers allege that at this stage one of Chandgi 
Ram’s sons stepped into the fray. (Chandgi Ram already 
has two wives. Explaining his second wife, Chandgi Ram 
told Indian Express that he had merely followed the 
custom among Haryana Jats of taking on his brother’s 
widow.) The son is reported to have visited the village 
on May 18 and offered the girls’ parents Rs 20,000 if 
they agreed to prevent the marriage. According to Mr 
Pratap Singh, the girls’ parents took the money with the 
promise to do the needful but the boy was illegally lock¬ 
ed up in a dinghy room. Other villagers allege that the 
boy was also beaten up and then turned back. 


'T*HE MARRIAGE REPORTEDLY TOOK PLACE THE 
■■■ nignt after. Uprortsworld correspondent Satish K-.mar 
visited Chautala, which is on the Punjab-Haryana-Rajas- 
than border, to piece together the events of that night. 
The slim and tall Urmila was not available for cither a 
chat or a photograph. Her grandfather asked; "What for? 
We are not in the picture at all.” But whoever, else 
SpottswoTld spoke to—Pratap Singh, the sarpanch of 
Chautala, some panches, a former sarpanch, the ?ambar- 
dar, shopkeepers and even some children of the village— 
confirmed that the marriage did take place. The way 
they tell it, what happened was: 

When Chandgi Ram got to know of the objections 
being rai.sed to the proposal, he. along with two friends, 
went to Chautala one day in advance. All the three were 
armed. The names of the other two were not known but 
one of them was addressed as ‘panditji’ and the other 
was believed to be his ’chela’ (disciple). 

The. night of May 19 was stormy but the marriage 
was .still performed. Two brahmin women, Panna and 
Sharbati, supervised the arrangements. There were six 
other people present, including a ‘nayan’ (a woman of 
the barber community), a ‘jogin’ and a ‘bairagan’ (women 
sanyasis). The rites were performed by Pandit Chottu 
Ram, son of Rameshwar, who was paid Rs flOO foi^ his 
services. (Chhotu'Ram now denies having done any such 
thing but his brother recalls that Chhotu Ram bad told 
him about the marriage that very night.) 

The women then went to Ranjit Singh's house for a 
‘ratjaga’ (all-night programme) of singing devotional 
songs. The neighbours remember being surprised that 
instead of devotional songs they had heard wedding 
.song.s. 

Then, before the young men of the village could 
know what was up, Chandgi Ram drove out of Chautala 
with his bride. He stopped at a petrol pump in Dabwali 
for fuel but was denied. Fru.strated, he smashed the 
window pane of the showiouin. 

The marriage had cost Chandgi Ram plenty. He had 
had to pay Rs 20,000 to the bride's parents and had got 
Rs 12,000 worth of ornaments made from Mani Ram, a 
goldsmith of Chautala. 

Mr Pratap Singh was the first to raise a hue and cry 
over the matter. He charged that a formal probe into the 
marriage was being hushed up since a senior IPS officer 
ol the State was related, Mr Om Prakash ‘Hitler’, who 
had allegedly arranged the marriage. The daughter of 
Mr Hitler, said Mr Singh, was married to the son of the 
IPS officer. 



AH lies: Chandgi 


E APPEARED STATELY AS EVER AS HE EMER 
fed from his Ambassador in his flowing spotless 
■•kurta” and "dhoti”, topped, rather incongruous^, by 
a cricketer’s floppy hat instead of the proud turban. If 
at all he had been affected by the loss of his job as 
additional director, sports, Haryana, and all that the 
papers had printed about his alleged marriage, it did 
not show. 

"Master” Chandgi Ram was all poise as he strode 
up to greet our correspondent at his ’vyayamshala’ 
(gymnasium) on the banks of the Yamuna. Could we 
move out of hearing distance please because it was 
rather delicate? 

"Why? Koi boat nahm (it does not matter). We’ll 
talk where we are. It is all open,” said Chandgi Ram. 

What did the one-time Bharat Kesari and Asian 
Games wrestling gold medallist have to say about the 
story that he had been dismissed by the Haryana 
Government on the charge of polygamy? "The allega¬ 
tions are false. 1 have already denied them.” 

But subsequently a follow-up story was printed 
mentioning several details. "Yes, 1 have seen it alt 
and have a cutting in my files. Please don't take the 
trouble of showing it to me. 1 tell you it- is alt false, 
fabricated. That’s all I have to say. I do not want to 
add anything to this 'akfibaorf (newspaper) contro- 
veisy. 

But why would anyone like to make false allega¬ 
tions against him? "1 am a famous man with a vast 
influence. People jealous ot my stature have hurled 
, these allegations at me. There is politics behind all 
i this.” Chandgi Ram did not name who his enemies 
were, but said that time will bring about their down¬ 
fall. "Wait and see." 

Chandgi Ram did not care to talk about the job 
he had lost. But job or no job. "I’ll continue to serve 
wicstling ,'md the public. I can't waste my time over 
such controversies. Excuse me, I cannot give any 
more statements.” 

0 RAHUL New 




When the matter came to the notice of Mr Devi Lai, 
he a( ted swiftly, vet mysteriously. He immediately issued 
orders for the abolition of the post that Chandgi Ram 
held—on the ground of 'gross misconduct'—and also 
ordered the police to investigate the matter and take 
appropriate action under Section 2(A) Child Marriage 
Restraint Art, as amended by the Child Marriage Res¬ 
traint (Amendment) Act, which makes it a cognizable 
offence to many u girl less than 18 years old. M’’ Devi 
l.al also met the wrestler and the grandfather but, after 
hearing them, he refused to say anything on the matter. 

Allegations and denials (nade, there was silence. 
Busy as he was handling the crisis caused by the resigna¬ 
tion of four Ministeis, Chief Minister Devi l.al was not 
available for comment. But one of his dissident, cabinet 
colleagues denied that Mr Devi Lai had anything \o gain 
politically in ordering Chandgi Ram’s dismissal. Neither 
could such a step harm the Chief Minister politically, 
the former minister thought. 

W HATEVER THE TRUTH BEHIND THE ALLEGA- 
tions ar»d reasons to make them, political or perso¬ 
nal, when you talk of Chandgi Ram, you discuss his ex¬ 
ploits in the ‘akhara’ (wrestling pit) or the matted ring 
rather than matrimony, just as you when you mention 
Muhammad Ali you talk of boxing rather than his mar¬ 
riages or religion. 


Much water lias flown down the V'imuna since the 
davs ('liundgi Ram won the Bharat Ke.sari titles in 1968 
and 1909 a.s a pupil of the late Guru Chiranji. Called 
'Masterji' becau.se he started life as a drawing master 
in a village school, Chandgi Ram for some years now has 
been running an 'akhura’ of his own at his ‘v;,,iyam.shala’ 
a place he look over after the death of a recluse ‘.sadhuf, 
who looked after a Kali slirine there. 


riev.it(-t* to the status of a 'guiu' with due reremany, 
Masteiji now daims a large following ot pupils whom he 
insIriKts most mornings and evenings, leaving his farm 
III vill.igi* .Sisa in Hissar District to the care of other 
meiiibeis of his lamily. His fame as a wrestler and his 
fair, handsome athletic six feet plus physique have also 
landed him a contract or two in the lihiis. 


In a distinguished wrestling rareer during which he 
lias also been a school master, soldier, actor and addi¬ 
tional director, Chandgi Ram has worked himself to a 
position where he can do without government jobs. He 
has (uived liimscit a niche in the hall of fame. Such 
lontioMTsies can only cause a dent but lin y can’t dis- 
piate him. 


AJA- KOMAH with SATISH KUMAR in ChdiiUiyaih and U RAHUL in Delhi 












'SporisworM Exclusive 


LAMBS TO THE 
SLAUGHTER 

Graham Yallop 


ENGLAND AND US 

I DO NOT fiEL:i:VE THAT THERE WAS AS MUCH 
diffprcnrc betwcpn tht‘ teams as indie.itcd in the fi-J 
figures, although England's experience, allrounders, and 
professionalism certainly kept them just that much 
ahead throughout. When I look back and think that we 
had an attack of Rodney Hogg with 41 mord-breaking 
wickets, Alan Hurst with 23 scalps, four < entury-makers, 
the benefit of five toss victories to one, and still took 
that- hiding, 1 just can't btdieve the overall lesiilt. 

We had England down so many times in the series 
without being able to ram home the advantage that it 
was totally frustrating. That was partly due to their 
never-say-die spirit, expeneno' and talimt, and largely 
due to our own inexperience. Luck flowed their way 
regularly, while we copped the rough end of the deal, 
overall, with vital umpiring decisions. And, of course, 
they had the benefit of wiikets that suited them and 
which were ba.sically alien to us— seaming strips in 
Brisbane and I’erth, and spinner's strips in Sydney on 
both occasions. England skipper Mike Urearley went 
to lengths to exprr-ss this imbalann- in the overall result, 
and said that Australia boast(>d plenty of talent and tould 
be a strt-ngth in the near future. 1 know that to be true. 

I fell we had worked out the Englishmen fairly well 
and kept them under prcssuie when batting almost 
throughout the entire series. They .sorted out a few of 
our batsmen too. But our players did nut have the 
know-how or determination to alter their game or 
technique to force a new approach from the Opposiiion. 
Tills meant that a few players were falling for the .saimi 
(rap, making life ea.sy fur the opposition bowlers 


r/re /tici/i / wou/d have likect 
in the Australian side was 
Ian Botham With Botham 
in our side for the summer 
/ fancy the series could have 
lesulted m our favour 


I fell the difference between the two teams in terms 
of an individual was Mike Hendrick. He was by far the 
best bowler in the England team, always at the batsmen 
with paev and movement, and capable of coming on to 
bowl on a spot for over after over. He wrecked us on 
several orca.sions, although he did not return tne figures. 
But the man I would have liked even more in the 
Australian side was Ian Botham. We were short of an 
all-rounder who could take an attack by the scrutf of 
the neck and .swing a game, and who could also open 
with the new ball and field in any position with brilliancv. 
With Botham in ciur -side, for the summer I fancy the 
berie,s could have resulted in our favour. 

ON SPINNERS 

I DON'T RATF, EITHER OF THE ENGLAND SPINN- 
ers (Embuiev or Miller) in the same cla.ss a.s the Indians— 
Bedi, Pra.sunna. and Chandra—and it is amazing the 
in 


success they had. Admittedly, they bad a paradise 
wicket to utilise as the ball spun at right angles and 
jumped nastily at times; and, with a cluster of men 
around the bat for any edges, results were guaranteed. 
Our batsmen played right into their hands, anchoring 
themselves to the crease and playing with the bat in 
front of the pad. The Englishmen, who play against 
this type of .spin all the time, have mastered the art of 
putting the pad down the wicket and biding the bat 
behind it. 

Ian Botham is an export at it. He throws his leg 
down the wicket and pretend.s he is playing a defcn.sive 
.shot. In tact, he i.s merely hiding bis bat behind hi.s 
pad. The ball hits him on the pad in line with the 
stumps bu| he is given not out because the umpire 
obviously leeLs hi- is making some attempt to play a host. 
I don’t object to that ploy it the umpire.s are going 
to consistently give it not out, but I do object to our 
batsmen not learning the same tactic, Instead of play¬ 
ing forward wiih the bat exposed—in other words invit¬ 
ing a bat-pad catch—they should be ‘mocking’ a defensive 
shot as Botham and most of the Englishmen do. After 
our {.xillapses against the spinners this series—and 
e.specially with a lour of India coming up—I asked for 
a coaching clinic to be organised after the Pakistan tour 
hc're. 

I have always liked playing spin bowling, and I 
think it now coini's naturally to me. Being a lc?ft-hander 
helps, because the olf-spinner becomes a slow luening 
leggie and must bowl on my off-stump to have any 
chance of trapping me. Aflen I can pad the bail away 
it the direction is not good, or if he strays on to the 
leg-stump 1 ran get down the track without too much 
worry and hit him straight. 1 feel a lot of our batsmen 
have been brought up on speed, speed, and more 
speed, and haven’t really developi'd the skills to play 
spin bowling. The art of .spin is returning to the 
scene now and, until our middle-order batsmen learn to 
handle the spinners, wc‘ will be vulnerable. 

FAMOUS SARFRAZ COLLAPSE 

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENED: 

After Allan Border departed with the score 305, 
Graeme Wood joint'd Kim Hughes to hold up an end and 
let Kim continue his .stylish hitting that was forging 
iLS towards victory But he tried to cot the first d»livery 

fared, and edged a regulation catch to wicketkeeper 
Bari to be out for a first ball duck: 5-305. 

In quick succession Peter Sleep was bowled for a 
duck. Wayne Clark lost his middle stump to a low 
delivery, and Kim Hughes made a frustrated lash that 
sent Mohsin a catch at mid-off when Kim was . aiming 
for midwickel. Kim’s exit for 84 was the end of the 
chase for us, and 1 told the players to close .shop. Kim 
had been batting so well, but he lo.st sight of the goal 
with hi.s indiscreet shot. We had blown our chance of 
victory but with Kim there wc still should have forced 
an honourable draw. 'I'hat was a sorry end to an other¬ 
wise fine innings. 

Sarfraz by this state seemed to be unplayable. 
Rodney Hogg wa.s trapped in front for a duck, and then 
Alan Hurst was caught at the wicket to end the most 
extraordinary rout 1 have witnessed. Kevin Wright was 
stranded at the other end after spending 40 minutes in 
defiance tor only I run. 

I was shocked. Pure and simple. When 1 realised 
that Surfraz had captured 7-1 I almost fell over. He is 
an honest trundler but, glory, 7-1 in a Test match ! ! This 
was a freak happening, and it really took the wind out 
of our sails. Wc simply seemed to lack the experience 
to halt a rout during the summer, rather than Knowing 
how to stem the tide when the chips are down, we seem 
to have developed a pattern for falling apart at the 
.seams. Even when a couple of the batsmen arc really 
on tup, their dismissal seems to trigger a collapse of 
monumental proportions This was the daddy ol them 
all for the summer 




Bitter, bitter 
Pakistan series 

'TORKE INCIDENTS CAUSED ALL THE RUMPUS. 
1 Javed Miandad began it when he ran out Rodney 
Hogg in Melbourne, alter a scries of mid-wicket chats, 
recall, and then another ‘out’ decision, Hogg bashinl 
down the stump.s before departing. The Perth Test was 
even more dramatic. Alan Hurst ran out last man 
Sikandar with a ‘Mankad’ execution, and to top oif the 
whole distastetui series of events. Sarfraz iippealed 
successfully against Andrew ililditch for handling the 
ball. 

I was disgusted with all three events, and I am sorry 
that Tc.st cricket was subjected to this type, of treatment 
in this country. 1 suppo.se all the ill-feeling between the 
two sides was vented on the field, but I only hope 1 
never play in a series where -this sort of behaviour is 
tolerated again. Let's take a close look at the individual 
incidents 

Australia was struggling fqr runs in the first innings 
in the Melbourne Test, with Hogg on 9 runs and Austra¬ 
lia still 29 runs behind Pakistan's total. .He was batting 
rather confidently at the time, having driven a couple 
of deliveries with plenty of powi’r. Th <'0 .Sarfraz bowled 
him a noball which Hogg patted gently a couple of 
metres from the .stumps on the olLside. Satisfied that 
the action was ended for that delivery, Hogg .strolled 
out of his crease and patted down a spot on the wicket. 

Meanwhile Javed Miandad ran ftom short leg, 
across the pitch behind Hogg and picked up the ball. He 
glanced bark and, noticing Hogg out of his ground, ran 
several paces to remove the bails. As he did so he appealed 
to umpire Mick Harvey, who waited for several seconds be¬ 
fore signalling Hogg out. Hogg was dumbfounded but took 
the decision on the chin and walked towards the pavilion. 
When he was halfway there, Mushtaq raced after him 
and escorted him back to the centre. Once there, 
umpire Harvey explained that the umpire's decision was 
final and, again, Hogg was ordered to leave. In frustra¬ 
tion, he hammered two stumps out of the ground with 
an angry sweep of his bat. 

Several points came nut of this incident. Firstly, 
Hogg should not have left his crease when he did, and 
I am sure he has learned that lesson well after this in¬ 
cident. More importantly, Miandad's act was most un- 
sportsman like. He had time enough to think what he 
was doing—his was not an instinctive action. He could 
easily have warned Hogg of his error and threatened to 
be more drastic if another transgression occurred. That 
would have been more in line with the spirit of cricket. 
That little run out sparked bitter feeling between the 
(wo teams. In years to come more will be remembered 
of the incidents in Perth. But, let’s not forget that 
Miandad was the one who started the whole series of 
events. 

Another aspect of the Hogg incident that should be 
mentioned is that a captain does not have the right to 
recall a batsman once the umpire has given a decision— 
and 1 must admit I was not aware of that until this 
match when Mushtaq tried to recall Hogg. 

Ij^JTH THIS EPISODE IN THE BACK OF THE PLAY- 
W1 ers’ minds, there was little wonder further trouble 
erupted in Perth. I was not competing in this game, 
but if I had been I would never have allowed Alan Hurst 
to ‘Mankad’ Sikamiar without a warning. What happen¬ 
ed was that Australia desperately needed to break the 
last-wicket partnershiii between Asif and Sikandar. in 
which Asif was palming the strike with a single from 
the last delivery of each over. Asif was 135 at the time 
and in total control, while Sikandar was miraculously 
making good his ground in singles that appeared to have 


little chance of succeeding. 1 have no doubts 

was backing up much too tar at the end of each 

and 1 fanry that even if Am! played .md missed he ,• 

could h.ivc complete,d a bye be.foie Kevin Wrigbt could 

have gathered the ball behind the .vliiinps. 

So, with the total on 277 and with Hurst coming 
in to bowl the ia.sl ball ol an over after 40 triistrating 
minutes trying to break the stand, he whipped off the 
bails in his bowling stride with Sikandar well and truly 
on his way down the track. Hurst appealed and, after 
a very long wail, umpire; Tony Crafter raised his finger. 
Obviously umpire (aafter was giving acting captain 
Andrew Hildilch every opportnniiY to withdraw the 
appeal in light of the Melbourne drama Hut, with pre¬ 
ssure trout Hurst and no re.iction Iroin llildilih, umpire 
(a'dttcr had to be tedinically correct- and in toy upiiiinn 
inurally wrong—in giving Sikandar out. liiiiiiediatcly, 
Asit, who wd.s stunned, tut tied around and touk an 
alniighty swing at the stumps, semting the bails flying 
pa.st wicketkeeper Wright. 


Asif 's childish act in belting 
down the stumps was 
something that we in Aus¬ 
tralia can do without. But 
Sarfraz took the cake for 
downright bad sportsman¬ 
ship soon after^ There can 
he no excuses offered or 
accepted by Sarfraz. Mush¬ 
taq or the Pakistan team for 
the dismissal of Andrew 
Hifditch for handling the 
ball 


If both actions by Hurst and Asif were retaliation 
for the Melbourne showing, >then that was shameful. 1 
cannot condone running out a bat.snian in the ‘Mankad’ 
fashion without warning him. If he wfs so obviou.sly 
moving out of his ground in earlier overs, the natural 
reaction would be to stop in mid-stride, tap him on the 
shoulder, and wag a finger at him to let absolutely cveiy- 
body know that he was taking an unfair advantage and 
that next time he was up for grabs. If he did it again 
you could run him out without compunctiun. If he 
didn’t do it again, the chances were that be would be 
run out attempting a suicidal single. Either way the 
code of ethics of the game would be preserved, and the 
Australian team would not have stopped to the low set 
by the visitors. 

As for Asif, I would just like to say that his childish 
act in belting down the stumps was something that we 
in Australia can do without. I don't want to make ex¬ 
cuses for Hogg at the expenses uf Asif, but at least 
in Hogg's case in Melbourne there were exIDenuating 
circumstances; he was given out and was the sufferer 
in an unusual incident; W. was recalled by the captain; 
and then ht was totally frustrated by being given out 
again. In Asif's case, he did not hit the stumps in a 
reflex action but belted to the situation like .so many 
others did. He should have had the self control to vent his 
objections later. His action hardly did much good for 
the thousands of young cricketers around this country 
who watched their Test in action. I hope that parents, 
cricket coaches, and school teachers impress on all young 
cricketers that this is just not on in any grade of cricket. 

But Sarfraz took the cake for downright bad sports¬ 
manship soon after. There can he no excuses offered 
or accepted by Sarfraz, Mushtaq, or the Pakistan team 
in general for the dismissal of Andrew Hildltch for handl¬ 
ing the ball. This disgraceful event happened when 
Sarfraz was bowling from the Swan River end rs 
Australia was heading for victory. Rick Darling hit a 
firm off-drive to Sikander, who was shaping to throw at 
the bowler’s end stumps when he saw that Hilditcb was 





Hogg belling dcmn Wie stumps in the I'irst Test against Pakistan 


dearly safe, and content to stay that way. Sikandar 
dollied the ball back after feigning lti4 throw, and the 
ball dribbled past the back of the stumps. Sarfraz was 
still three metres down the wicket, so Andy tned to be a 
gentleman, and picked up the bail and dollied it back 
towards Sarfraz. 


Sarfraz avoided it like a hot potato, and instead burst 
forth with an appeal against Hilditch for handling the 
ball. Again, umpire Crafter waited an agonisi:.gly long 
time, hoping that Mushtaq would come to his rescue. 
But, with Sarfraz almost charging him for n decision. 
Crafter gave Hilditch out. This time i don’t even know 
if the decision was absolutely technically correct, but it 
was so morally wrong that I felt shame for the grand 
old game of cricket. 


The law covering ‘handling the ball' was surely in¬ 
tended not to be used in such drcumstances but. rather, 
when a player handles the ball while trying to protect 
his stumps or j,revent his dismissal. There is, however, 
no grey in this law—just pure black and white. Andrew 


handled the ball, and so he was out. 

1 was shocked to see Sarfraz appeal, and horrified to 
see Mushtaq not jump in immediately. Mushtaq should 
have withdrawn the appeal and spoken harshly to 
Sarfraz for even appealing in the first place. This was 
the worst showing of sportsmanship 1 have ever 
seen, and it could not be excused under the guise of 
retaliation for the earlier incident. 

Andrew Hilditch has learned a very big lesson from 
this, and I am sure he won't be picking up a ball in any 
grade of cricket from now on. He erred, in that be did 
not read the situation correctly. Feelings were at boil¬ 
ing point and he should not have taken the risk of any 
type of dismissal—no matter how remote, or obscure. 
The only real satisfaction he could compensate himself 
with was that Australia went on to win the Test and 
level the series 1-all. Andrew will he a better cricketer 
for that experience and the fruits of victory. Cricket, 
hopefully, won't suffer from these indignities again. 
Sadly these incidents took the glamour from a spirited 
victory that was fully deserved after five days of fine 
cricket. 
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[ACROSS] 


1 Cricket bowler's feat of taking 
three wickets with three consecu* 
tive balls (3,5) 

5 A children's game of hldo-and- 
seek (1-3) 

7 A mass of metat (5) 

8 Everyone (4) 

9 The — is said to produce the 
hero (4) 

13 Hawaii game (3) 

14 He takes the plunge (5) 

15 A century (3) 

16 One in a numismatist’s collection 
(4) 

19 Ancient King of Peru (4) 

21 Group of riders In a cycle-race 

. (5) 

22 This bird Is a horse watcher (4) 

23 Canadian town where 1978 Com¬ 
monwealth games were held (B) 

[DOWN] 

1 Rodney —, cricketer for Australia 
(4) 

2 In cricket, the position of the 
fielder standing between slips and 
point on the off side, but In the 
deep (5, 3) 

3 A form of football (5) 

4 One way of dismissal of a bats¬ 
man In cricket (6) 

5 Part of target next to the bull's 
eye (5) 

6 The navigation of a light, fast¬ 
sailing vessel (8) 

10 The duration oi a bowler’e single 
duty (4) 

11 A horse with apparently no chance 
of winning a particular race (B) 

12 Association footballer for Brazil 
(4) 

13 An appeal by a fieldsman (or a 
wicket (4, 4) 

16 A piece of wood used in casting 
lots (5) 

17 In cards. If you say 'pass’, it 
means you wish to make •— — 
(2. 3) 

18 Housey-housey (5) 

20 A golf-club (4) 

(Solutions next week) 


Question box 


by U.)i.i 

V. Roy, Burdwen. 

Q; How many Test centuries ha"; 
Mansur Ali Khan PataudI scored against 
England ? 

A; Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi has 
scored three centuries against England. 

Maets^ Ameet. Calcutta. 

Q: When and where did farokh 
Engineer make his Test debut ? 

A: Engineer made his Test debut 
against England in 19C1 at Kanpur. 

*D. Chakraborty, Chandigarh. 

Q: Who were India’s first Tesi 
umpires ? 

A: India's first Test umpires were 
D. K. Nalk and J R. Patel. 

Md. Younut, Calcutta. 

Q: What is the Test record of 
Pataudi (Sr) ? 

A: In six Tests. Pataudi (Sr) 
scored 199 runs at an average of 
19.90. He played three Tests lor 
England and three for India. 

Mombora, Symonds Sporting Club. 

Q: Which Is the Tost record of 
Rusi Modi 7 

A: In 10 Tests, Modi scored 730 
runs at an average of 46.00. 

Mrinal Roychoudhury, Hind Motora 
Colony. 

Q: When did Syed Kirmani make 
his Test debut 7 

A : Kirmani made his Test debut 
against New Zealand at Auckland ‘ In 
1976. 

S. K. Sanyal, 24-Parganas. 

Q; Who has played the highest 
number of Tests for India 7 
A; B. S. Bed! with 64 Tests has 
played the highest number of Tests 
for India. 

A. K. Dash, Cuttack. 

Q; What are the highest Test 
scores of Rusi Modi and Narl 
Contractor 7 

A: The highest Test scores of Rust 
Modi and N. J. Contractor are 112 and 
108, respectively. 


[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 161 



nramivrim, waisima. - ' '' 

Q : What is the Test bowling neor9 • 
of Jasu Patel ? 

A: fn seven Tests, Patel took 29 
wickets at 21 93 a piece 

Annu Thapar, New Delhi. 

Q: What wore the highest Test 
scores of P, Roy, Vijay Hazaie and Vijay 
Man]rekar ? 

A: The highest Test scores of P. 
Roy, Vi|ay Kazare and Vt|ay Manjrckar 
are 173, 164 not out and 189 not out, 
respectively 



Riiniit Ghos* 


QUESTIONS 

T his week it is all wimble- 
don' What else could it be ? 
Tennis buffs, have a try — 

1 On which day did the Wimbledon 
Championship start ? 

2. The name of the organising club 
has been changed. How 7 
3. In which year did professionals 
play tor the first time 7 
4 Who was the first men's cham¬ 
pion ? 

5. Who is credited with the most 
appearances ? 

6. And who has won the most titles ? 
7 W>.io was the youngest ever play¬ 
er to have played there 7 

8. Who was the youngest cham¬ 
pion 7 

9. Who has won the most singles 
titles 7 

10. Who was the oldest singles 
winner 7 

ANSWERS 
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Hniis Schapiro 

Hiidge i:. a qamfi wtiorn, to put it mildly, 
you have up;, and downs. There was the 
I'oltihiat'.d ofi.dsiuri in matnh play when 
a p.ati cr)n..i.r|pd 1400 points m two-clubs 
doubled flltoi a .slight bidding misunder- 
vtniidiiig. T t.oie w<i'. no game on lor thuir 
opporK'rils and ihey fea'ed the worst 
tint they need not hd.re w-jrrin J tor their 
(niinterpait.s < onciylod 2b(X) points in 
two clijlr, ledotihlrd alter a bigger 
bidding itiir.ijiidcrstanding. that was an 
ii.nr upei led ’up', but lorih what happened 
to Soidli on the loll.iwirig deal 

♦ A h 04 

I 

0 0 7b? 

4b.l H / 

4 MII9H 
V II) H 4 3 
0 imiie 

4k U '» b 4 ■) 

♦ I 3 

A K 6? 

0 A K 10 « 

4 A K 10 

.South deal! at fjanie all and opened 2NT. 
North, an unscienti'ir hidclei, raised 
directly to 6 Nl and all pa.'isod. West led 
ihfc J ifk of -.padi-s amt detlarpr won on 
the table The Ace ot diamond;, revealed 
the bO break, tint Smith rcintinuod With 
Itiiee (non- roiind.'t of dia'iiondj attei 
hit.lng the mnilied rules.e We-t ll.1it‘'d 
with two club;, and two heaiti, (thiee 
■..tubs and one lieait might liave woiked 
iH.-llei) then, reading the po.Mlion wr-ll. 
South cashed his top hearts and lot- 
lowed witti ftiiec- louods of spades to 
leave West on lead. With nottiiiig but 
club;i left West had to cor.i ede the last 
thre(> tricks. 

It looked very much like an ‘up’ toi 
South had takon a g-icd viow in the play 
and the on!/ slam in a .suit rattKO tha.i 
no lrunifi'; would lun into a b 0 Inimp 
hiivik. tTut read on . . This v/A•^ ttin 

bidding at the otliei table 

sotirH wfsr nomih fASt 

'.’NT IM.-. .’’4 •"■’'’S 

3 <■> p.ai.s 3 4 p-r,. 

.IN I p.Iss 4 ^ p.li , 

1 V'l P.l'.s 4 4 I’-l'-s 

1 4 P'l'-'' 'i ♦ I' 

/ (1 p.l- s ,1.1,-. p,-t .s 

1 hat w IS well hid and again We-.t led 
4 -I As tiefoie di'clai- i woi' on the latilr 
and d':'.( .iveied thi- l-..id new-; -.vtien he 



played oft 0 A. The only chartce now 
lay in a cross-rufi, so South continued 
with the other two top spades to throw a 
club from hand. Then canto 4 A Kt 
A K and a heart ruft. Now, after a club 
from the table South could over ruft Ea.st 
and trump his last heart high on the 
table Then, with the lead in dummy, 
Soutti was bound to make the last two 
tricks, that meant ?210 points instead 
ot the 1440 scored at the other table and 
proved to be a very distinct 'down' 
instead of an ‘up’ for the firr.l Nortti 
South. 

Last Weeks's quiz - at love all South held 
40V4<J>0 10 830A954K03 
East dealt and bid one-heart and after 
two passes Noifh re-opened wilt- onr- 
spade. Most players re-open quite lightly 
in these circumstances and in spite of 
South’.s 13 point.', ho shouldn't be too 
aggiessive. I make it close between 1 NT 
and ?NT, but would preliably choose 
2 NI. The 10 ot hearts lixiks a good card 
and ltie.se hands always play well when 
you know where most of the outstanding 
strength lies. 

This week's quii’.; at love all South holds 
4A10H764'^KOJ4O24A!). Ho 
open;, one spade and North respond;. 
2 NT what should South rebid? 


1 Chess 


Poier 

More than 30 year:> aftei Alekhine's death 
lie. idea.s .uid -'.uggestions are still win¬ 
ning games - iii, at any rate, making then 
< uNtriliiiliun to victory. The following win 
tiy Rernaid Caflerty in the tiiidl of the 
niiminglidin F^ist Cup which ho has 
now earned oft 12 times proves that this 
IS 110 idle statenrient. 

Ho lollowed a recommendation made by 
Alekhine in Ins notes to Alexander f ine 
11 the tourriamont book of Noltioytinm, 
,936 White olTors a pawn sacrifice loi the 
inilmbvc and, when it is declined, goes 
10 to build up a formidable attacking 
position on the K side Black'.-, defences 
crack, and not even Ibr- exchange o1 
Ouoens can save him liom being mated, 
yyiiile Barnard Caflarty; Bl,ii h Patai 
Orlfntha. I nglish (Ririniriflhanri. 1M/H) 

I P - QB4, Kt - KBS; Z Kt - QB3, P - KI 
3P-K4, P-Q4; 4P-KS. P-QS 
$ P X Kt, P X Kt; • KtP X P, Q X P 
T P - 04, P - OKt3; a Kt - B3, B - KtZ 
tB-KZ, P-KR3 

k ( anru-t rr.iti-/ jlloid Ihe time.* lot niii ,ind 
■ Ic.ilil try -I H 0.1 

tOKt-KSI, B-Q3 


It to ... B X P, than It Q - Rtth and’ 14 ft - 
KKtl is strong 

11 0-01 . . . 

MexanUor played 11 0-R4ch against Fine, 
)ul otter II ..K K?l Black came otil on lop 

It...0-0 

Atliir 11 . . B»KI, 1? P»B OxP; 13 B-B3 

lollowed hy B - 0113 While would, arrording If 
Alekliine, tiave good conipeosahnn for Ihi 
pawn. 

IZP~B4, BxKt; 13BPxB. O-KZ 
14Q-K1.Kt-OZ; 1SQ-Kt3,K-Rt 
10B-Q3, P-KB4 

Olhorwiseihe rnanueuvie R - B4 F14, Ihreoleri 
no B X IIP. -vould 1)0 vrushmg 

17 P X Pa.p., KI X P; 10 B - QZ. P - B4 
to QR - Kt, P X P; ZO P X P, QR - Ot 
21 B - B3, P - OKM; ZZPxP, R-Q4 
23 P-KR4, R-B1; Z4B-R1,P-Kt4 

Block slrtvosdc- .pP'Olelylohil , 1 I Ihe while Kinti 
hill Whih-'s po'.iti.in I', loo sound lor snrh 
measuie-, lo have a (hanre ol sui eecs 

ZSQ-K3, Kt-R4; 20 Q x KP, O x O 
2TRxQ,Kt-BS; 20 R x Pch, K - Ktl 
ZO B - K4, R X KIP; 30 P - QS. KI - Kich 
31 K-R2, Kt-BO; 32Blackraaigna 

Ho did no! wait to .see 32 8 x Kt, R x B, 33 P - 
Kt6ch, mating in a tew moves. 

Compatltlan 6300. Solution next week 
Black 



Whih- li, (iln/ and win 


Solution lo G390 (Kotov - Kholmov, Mos. 
cow, lOTt). (Srk1'qSpp/4p3/r1bp1p2‘1p1BIP2.' 
1P1QP3P4RPP/2R3K1-White to play.) 

Kole. w‘*n itialenal hy meani, ol ,i lypn .nl l,v.’i 
f.il dt-.-f c- ,iri e.i hjnge sacidre lo i rt-,ih- a 
de-i-ive pin ?f) i; X B, RxR ?/ 11 B'.’. K.K 

01 , 28 0 - Kl'l, R < M III ?8 . R X 0, Iheo 29 
*3 X Rx h win-l ,1 inexr 1 23 B X 0, R X P, 30 B - 
B'> Bl.iuk h.a. no more i oonleiplav andresigned 
two moves Itilr J 

Problem No 1002. .Sul.dmri I'c-vt week 
E. Vlsaorman (' os' I’n'.-, ProO/re.nW.id. I'K-t) 

(2K1R3 / 4N1p1 , pfptPIPp / QINIkIbR 
4PZp’1P4rB;SPPB/a - 14 white maa; 0 
black.) 

Whti. Ill pla/ .ind male in Ivi-.- niovi 

Solution to No 1061 (Spackmann). (7b/TR/ 
5P2,ZPpZk1/3K2B1,‘0;0R1/0-mala in four.) 

I B - 08. h, K X P, 2 H or Ii-Ii,ir*,iri(i) (ii' 
? B KI2, 3 R(M2) x B. K h3. 4 R - yo. 
(|M K B-Rh 3 R KiMi und i .th-. 

,1 K B?, -I R(Kl'21 KI6 or 1 K B-' 

4 R. KB?. 


























Amazing reports 
of relief from gum trouble 

Two of the many letters Forhan’s users write of their own accord: 


*^..Gums were 

in a terrible condition...’’ 

.. Before starting to use this product, 
my teeth and gums were in a terrible 
condition...The gum pain used to make 
my life a misery. But the improvement 
is something for which you deserve 
compliments and thanks. My hats off 
to your Forhan’s Toothpaste!...” 

(Sd/’) Shankar K. Kumbhar 
Bombay 400011 


Teeth are strongly rooted 
in healthy gum...” 

“I feel sincerely grateful 
to Forhan's toothpaste and 
the doctor., .for prescribing 
its daily use. 

The final result is that... 

my uniformly set shining teeth 

are strongly rooted in healthy gum. . 

(Sd/-) Bibhuti Bhusan Bose 
Calcutta 700 025 


(Photostats of these and othei such letters can be seen at any office of Geoffrey Manners & Co. Ltd.) 


You too can benefit 
from the toothpaste 
created by a dentist 

Dentists say 

Regular brushing of teeth and massaging of gums 
help check gum troubles and tooth decay. 

So, brush your teeth and massage your gums— 
night and morning with Forhan’s toothpaste 
and Forhan’s Double-Action toothbrush. 

Dr. Forhan's formula 

Dr. Forhan’s formula with its powerful astringent action 
strengthens your gum surface to help you resist 
gum troubles. Brushing with Forhan’s leaves your 
whole mouth clean, fresh and healthy. 


mtt '‘Cne of your mth 
and guim". A ooiouriUf, mfomiBtive 
booklet 00 dental cut. Pkaie •mitt 
with 20 P. atainpa for postafe, to; 
Forhan's Dental Advisory Bureau. 
Poet Baa No. 11463, D^.T 180-202 
Bombay 400 020. 

Mention the languaie wanted. 
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now Bournvita gets recognition 
as the Olympic Drink 



Olympic-80 

MOSCOW 










Your favourite Bournvita now has the 
seal of apfvovaf as the Olympic Food Drink 
of India from the Organising Committee of 
the 1980 Moscow Olympics. Bournvita has 
also achieved 'Official Suppliers'* status to 
the 1980 Indian Olympic Contingent. 

Why Bournvita? 

Because Bournvita contains all the nourish¬ 
ing goodness of cocoa, malt, mik and sugar 
Two teaspoonfuls in a hot cup of milk, 
make a deliciously wholesome food ^ink. 
Give your children Bournvita every day. 
twice a day. It helps provide the nourish- 
ment they need for a healthy, active life. 

And you need it too. .to keep up with then) I 




rV "’SraBi.. 








Bournvita 

a heaiUiy aclii« life 
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LQN&ERLIFEI 
BETTER FEBFQRMANCE! 
EASIERBmE! 



LORBir life: For Rotditor M 
.Dunlop 0101 ■ now. rndicnily im- 
provod robbor compound-FonMiln 
89, for tongor frond woor, tongor 
lifo. Moking It tooghor thon ovor 
toforo. 

Streogtr ktad: RooditorBB'o 
now, rolnforaod bond oniurot 
honor porfornionco In todoy’i 
tougb condltioni.’' 


Mora comfortabla rida: in 
odditlon, you hovo Reidttor 98'i 
woll known frond pottorn dotign- 
od for minimum rolling roiif 
tonco. Mount ootitr riding, more 
comfort for you. 


^J9I7JVXOJ* 




From the people who always 
give you the best in tyres. 
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The BBC s Hindi, Urdu and Bengali Services are arranqina soeca! loint transmissions in addition to coveraae m reauiar oroarammes. 
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s JUST ONE POINT. 

Introducing a new feature of comments on 
topical issues. This week: Ma) Gen (Retd) b. N. 
Antia on growing Indiscipline among Services 
teams and R. S. Gentle on our hoelfpy then 
and now. 

• REST IN PEACE INDIAN CRICKET 

PataudI comments on the debacle in the 
Prudential World Cup while leading cricket 
veterans, including Wadekar, Contractor, Nadkarni 
and Ramakant Desal answer our questionnaire. 
Also : What our readers (eel. 

14 WORLD CUP 

Richie Benaud reviews the 1979 Prudential World 
Cup. Colin Cowdrey, Tony Lewis, Michael 
Melford and Raj Singh report on the seml'flnals 
and final. 

PIx: Patrick Eagar and Central Press Photo. 
London. 

24 RUN-UP FOR THE ‘BIG MATCH’ 

Mohun Bagan plays East Bengal on July 7. * On 
the occasion we present: P. K. Banerjee and 
Arun Ghosh, respective coaches, on how their 
teams have prepared; Chuni Goswam) nominates 
his footballer of the month; Arijit Sen oh what 
may happen on July 7; interview with leading 
players on how they feel about the big match. 

M TAMIL NADU’S CHESS SUPERSTARS 

Is It just a coincidence that the top four seeds 
in chess today hall from one State 7 Ashok 
Keinath meets India's leading chess players 
and reports on the thriving state of chess in 
Tamil Nadu. 

THE DEPARTMENTS 

• Sporting Life 

7 All in the game 

• Just one point 

12 Letters to the Editor 

13 For Tour Record Book 
34 News International 

41 Question BoxiQuizICrossword 

42 ChessjBridgeJBest 

COVER : Vivian Richards, "Man of the Match ' m 
the World C, p final (Pic ; Patrick Eagar), r iip 
Palit o'.id Pia'ianta Banerjee, captains of 
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal, respect .v’y, 
Anuro Tennekoon, captain of S'l Lanka '. *c. im 
(Pix; Nikhll Phcrtachef/S!. 

Editor M Aii k!i. ,i 

* Editor A|,i', ' . As>.l 5 l«.'t fil.rr.i A. 

. If-.ml suf'H Iii;in .. Ijhi „f! Alok 1).. rmi. . tai 

'■ obay Corfpspondtti ^ ! irfii'Sh Mur.wani Ait Dii"* I'lr !Ai .,1 Guri. 

.'Siti'd Iniii (, Pi,.'.-i.iikni Stienl CtfIrolM .i ,id pi'ili'd .11 

I da Ullw'l i'riVij'- ■ 1'; I' 7<I8 C I T Scliiwr I.M 

‘)v Uappjdityj Hovtor Ananda B.i/ai P.iluk.! I irr.iif'rt 






The Sporting Life 


Ben Tcmpletoaond Tom Foimor 


THE "CUP ’ THAT DOESN'T CHEER! 

West Germany: German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt 
has timed his twice-yearly meet with his British counter* 
part to coincide with the World Cup Soccer final at Wembley 
in May. where Arsenal battle Manchester United. This year 
he's nervous at the possibility his companion may be Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher, instead. 

THE BREATH OF DEATH 

Canada: Adolph Oaxboeck (23), breathed In instead 
of out — and died. He was participating in a contest to see 
how far a ping-pong ball could be blown, when he inhaled 
by mistake. The ball which, lodged in his throat choked him 
to death. 

THE BLACK SUPERMAN 

Italy; Carla Santana paints portraits of world cele¬ 
brities Her favourite is Muhammad Ali Says Carla ' “So 
far I’ve made 36 paintings of the American boxing champ, 
but am not satisfied with the results, for it’s almost 
impossible to pul Ali down on canvas, so that he stays there 
even lor the count of 10!’’ 

Quote: Packer antipodean rhetoric in an interview 
with B.B.C ; ’’My politics "> None I just happen to think 
Genghis Khan was bloody officienl” 

THE SKI'S THE LIMIT 

Moscow: Seven Soviet sportsmen, sponsored by a 
Russian newspaper, are skiing to the North Pole at 30 km. 
a day across the North Arctic Ocean. Meanwhile, a Soviet 
family is skiing 9,000 km. from their home in East Russia 
to arrive here in time for the 1980 Olympics. They've already 
covered 2,000 km. of the journey. 
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More on 
Chandgi Ram 

T»HE CHANDGI RAM 'MAR- 
*• riage’ mystery is getting 
curiouser and curiouscr. On the 
one hand we have the 
famous wrestler's spate ot 
aggressive denials, the last 
one among which warned 
of a political conspiracy and con¬ 
tained the threat that he would 
be entering politics to expose his 
detractors, among whom he ideiiti- 
lied his one-time benefactor Devi 
Lai as the leading one. “The 
nation will soon see the end of 
Devi Lai’s rule.’’ predicted the 


new entrant to the slippery world 
of politics. 

On the other hand, we leatn 
from reliable sourn-s that Chandgi 
Ram has followed-up on his re¬ 
ported marriage on May 19. A 
correspondent from ('handigaih 
wrote in to say th.il Chandgi Ram 
had taken hi.s inuLluwa (consniu 
mation of maiiiagef on June 12. 
Writes out correspoiideiit; “He 
has sime visited the village 
(Chautala) and taken his newest 
wife away with him He is repor¬ 
ted to he planning a honeymooti 
holiday duiiog the cuiienl month 
(June, that i.s) oi .some foieign 
land." Bon voyage, Mr and Mrs 
(No. 3) Chandgi Ram? 


Chess by 
letters, 150 
years ago 

L llAl’INC THROUGH A RACK- 
volume ot a Tamil Nadu Chess 
Association souvenir we came 
aiross an article by V. Kumeswu- 
ran (a lorntei .State player and 
now an ollUial) whitli spoke of an 
iiitere.sting correspondence chess 
niatcli said to have taken place 
in 1820 Yes, 1820. 

Kanieswar.m iiad (tilled his ma¬ 
terial trom Moiiay's 'Tlistory of 
(2lie.ss". "'1 he Indian Chess Maga¬ 
zine" and .1 llyder.-b.id-ba.sed 
iriind. Mi. Mehro/e Yai'dia. 

The uniijue correspondence chciis 
niati li is said to have taken place 
ln'tweeii llydi-Fahad and Madras 
and was .spre.ul over one year. At 
Madia-: tin- games were conduc¬ 
ted hv l.nglistiiuan James 
I ( oeliiaiig of the .M.idras Civil J<er- 
vice wiUi ‘native' Ciiulam Kassim 
as oiie^of the seniiuls. The Hyde- 
rab.id side was lepreseiiled by 
.'^hah Sahib mitoilly, but one lUo 
Sh.ub slejiped in when the former 
died belore the end of the match. 
Madias won. 

What makes the said corres¬ 
pondence mat! h mind boggling i.s 
the fact that it was played more 
than a century and a half ago. It 
tires one’s ini.iginalion to think of 
the Indian |)o.stinati ol the period 
in his traditional finery racing 
down on heise-h.iek tor mile.s at 
length I an ying ,t tolded piece oi 
pjpei (oiilaining the move.s. Or, 
probably, trained pigeons shuttling 
helween the two cilie.s. After all, 
I^MS IS baldly five years old. 



Talent tripped 


F rom jaralror comes tiiis 

tragic tale of a taleiil going 
to seed. There is this K(;n.Yan .stu¬ 
dent. Jasper Moturi Nyaboga, who 
is studying for an undergraduate 
arts degiee in Jabalpur Univei.sit.v. 
He stood third in the 110 metres 
hurdles in the 1977 Kenyan State 
meet with a timing of 14.2 
seconds. The two who beat him 
timed 14.1 seconds and 13.9 
seconds and .sintc the Olympic re¬ 
cord for the event is 13.8 seconds, 
Nyabuga’s talent is evident. 

When Nyaboga came to India. 


In- had exiM'iicd that he would he 
able to keep in touch with his dis¬ 
cipline .md. who knows, top it all 
by lieromiiig the Indian Nation.il 
(h.iinpiun beioie going li.n k to 
Kenya. All his hopes hovv'-vei, 
h.ive (ome to iiolhing. To talk ol 
tiikiiig pait in a N.dion.tl meet is 
pointless when the poor ihap 
liasn*' even been able to p.iiliii- 
pall- III the all India iii'.er-vai sily 
athletic meets. No inter collegiato 
meets weie condiuled in Jahalinir 
and afhlcti .s known to the local 
oflirials were selected and .sent to 
the university meet. 

Unknown in .Lihulpur, the sfiv 
Nyaboga says: “Where can I find 


flic hurdles to pr.n-tiie for niv 
rounlry. 'riiere .ire no amenities 
in India. It is a long lay-olf lor 
me Tn frot, I ;,in aspiring lor a 
herlh to the Mosi'ow OIvtnpies. 
Give rue a nioiiths' practice and 1 
will give your natio'ial ihiimpion 
a run for liis nion'-y ’’ 

As a Kenyan. Nv.ihoua <l(«>sn't 
I latni to be anybody speri.il Mo-,t 
Kenyans, he ,savs aie nalin.il afli 
lelr-s, .‘since .sehools air- a long rlls- 
taiKe from theii homes in the 
eounlryside, Keoy.in rtnldien aie 
used to limning to and fioin 
school Will anyone belli tl'e. l;il<-n- 
teo guest of ours lo prariiie .md 
Pfiilui|>ale in atiilitic meets liore? 



Just one point 
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Why Army 
men are 
bashing 
heads 

MAJ GEN (Rptd) S N ANTIA 

P t UHArS MOfU IHAN AN^ 
othir xroup th* Scrvius lidvi 
iiIh ivs bceu 'unxul<nlY wclltn'haud 
.■n't spoitsincinlikr iliis is only to 
lie (xpccted considiiinx their tiam 
inp and unqucstioniibU sens< ot dis 
ctplinc But, as iLCi.nl cvtnls h.ivi 
inadf cleai, all this seems (n In <i 
mat (r of the xl<» ions past 

I ven in the past there were stiav 
lascs when Seivices petsonnel bt 
havcHl in an uiixinth manly mannti 
but of late this has become the luli 
latlici than the exception I In 
must xldiinx such mciclent was in 
the Bcixhton Cup liiial m (alcutt i 
in May when OUmpiaii liedincks 
ih< laptam o< the Aimy Seivicc 
Corps hit rtftiec A B thattcrjei 
nil the head bpoitswtirld has also 
liixhiixhted the type of disciimina 
Tion which pievails in boxine in 
India win u by Ian means ui foul 
the Services continue to dominate 
the spoit Undeniably somethinx is 
ndically wrona iii the clianxed 
ippioach 111 till Difinci Scivici' 
low lids spent 

Iwo points aiise What liavt the 
Sdviies done to iliseiplmi ciiinx 
spoilsmen And inoie iinpoitanl 
why Ins this deli iioiatioii come 
ibont 

I 111 lust Is easily answered No 
tliiii). No disciplinary action was 
taki II axainst liede ticks eithci by 
till eoiniTi'indiii)., ciflicei of the AS( 
li .im 01 by the Stiviees Spoils fun 
iiol Uoaret (SSCU) Whereas it 
would have been ixpcetcd that the 
plavi I would bi binmd Itotti play 
tttc tt) any lout ttatin nt in the fiituie 
w( s iw llic spirt ide of the same 
pi iy< I l( atlinx his side m the Aga 
Khan touinameiU th it followed 

Now why the detcrioi alien To 
inswer That, a little background is 
necessary Sporting actiyity in the 
Services have always been regardc'd 
as nciLssary ica cation which helps 
111 ensunnx physical fitness and fos 
tns team spiiit It was thus that 
m the pre Independent e and early 
post lndet>ondcnte days, Scivices 
li ams lived to limit themse'lves to 
(ompititions organist d by the SSCB 
md only a eombinid Services team 
used to piiiti ipste in National meets 

AH tlio has cliaiiMd in the last 
d< < idi today itmiiental and 


e 



tredernhA m pull cry in ASf s mut 
ch m the Betqhi'on Cup 


corps teams take part in all possiblf 
tom name nts lliis is moie pio 
nounced in lioekcy ind football than 
III boxing and wrestling 


Goalie who 
(smilingly) 
let in goal 

R S GENTLE- 

F or me, the decline in 

out hurfccv best maflifestt it. 
self in a lomparisoir of how many 
goals we got in my days Os 0 
player and captain and in recent 
times It IS astounding that in 
the Montreal Olympics, the Btte. 
nos Aires World Cup and the 
Perth Invitational touinament we 
lOi. in as many as six or more 
goals m a match at Perth, we 
concrdcMf 18 goals and scored 
only seven moie 

Compaie this with our perfor- 
mancx! in the ‘48, ‘5? and ‘56 
Olympics when in all the three 
touinamen's taken together we 
let in only ibtce I'oals Wo bad 
a g<e<i> t< am thin among whom 
Balliii Smell K i) Singh (Babo), 
K( shdv Dutt Amii Kumar, Clau¬ 
dius Fi intiv and l,eo Pinto, to 
name a few wore outsU'iicting 
Our dedence pnr'uularly was very 
strong so mmh so that the goal¬ 
keeper hid baldly anything to 
do I 


Ihc cfTirt of suchjiequtnt pull 
cipatioii is lui us to see Ihc lulliei 
to disciplined Scrslccs pcisonml 
caiiu into contact with pioti loiials 
and inevitably weie intluinced by 
the II attitude of wnimiig at .inv 
tost ol thiowing taiilium and 
ch dll iiging the aulhoiily ol the ic 
I ric and now as a lupu il iollow 
up of assaulting plnyci and icti 
u es 

( aptanis and managirs oi the 
Services teams gcnciiillv ofluiis oi 
junior tommissiom cl ofhctis liavi 
palpably f.Mlid to control tin ii sub 
oidinatcs Flie whole issue is a sid 
ri ill (lion on senioi ainiv olHici 
ind the SSLB 

By taking no iition Inv aie only 
incouiaging indiscipline and tin 
sportsmanlike bihiMom lh<<.( 
gladialois gel all the cxlias spicnl 
(iiel lapul piomotion pccul kit 
and 'lotlimg—bccaus( They arc lOii 
stdcitd good 01 outstinding pi ly 
Its Bui we must not lot gel th il 
players of any Scivices tcoiiis an 
soldiers fust 

By then leccni antics they have 
tiniished not only the leputalum of 
the Services as a whole but also 
the regiment and corps whose col 
ouis they had the privilege to don 
Regrettable as if is for an old sol 
diet and sportsman to note these 
unhnllhv trends the conclusion is 
inescapable the SSCB must act and 
ac t now 


At The I ondon Olympics r48), 
tv/o goals wcie scoied against 
tndii when we beat Argentina 
b 1 anil Holland 4-1, the latter til 
the semi finals We went on t© 
bcMt I ngitind 4 0 in the finals. 

At ilebtnkj (52). no goals bad 
been seined against us tiU We 
played Holland In the finals. We 
Were leading 5 0 when a fast ball 
tome towards me on the )^i sidii 
of the held ITie Hatch right* 
wiogci was after it but 1 dioaH 
think he would get to U Isp ] Igt 
him go I also told PenimaL itiv 
left half, to do llkcwiM. btit Frw* 
CIS, our goaMveeper eame rhonn 
ing Towatds the ball, which was 
now near the- corner flag, stopped 
It and dodged the ngnt-wingur. 
But lianeis was not satisfied and 
tried to clcxlge the rfght-fnsidu 
Too' lie failed the Iwtcllfliap 
centied the ball and their een- 
tie foiward put it in tbc ttoguar- 
ded goal 

I shouted out “Frands, vpn 
idiot what arc you up toji" 
riancisi repla^d smiliagN: 

I also came to play frPtii 
miles uad this was ihk ptml 
rhanre T gut to touch dbb 
What coUkl 1 say? ♦ 

At Melbourne ('56) w6 won the- 
tttle Outright, without cdnbraiinr 
any goal When did an 
last Smile while letting in a goaft 



Sportsworfd Special 


RESTINPEACE 

miANCFOCKET 

What do our top cricketers think of 
India’s debacle in the' Prudential 
Cup? Please no excuses, says M.A.K. 
PAT AUDI. Other eminent cricketers 
reply to our questionnaire. 

M uch HEARTnENurNc for many, disappoint 

meat and anger Tor some, and a little introspection for 
the sck‘ct socnis to be in order. Hut please no excuses, 
about losing vital tosiies and unkind weather. The toss is 
pai t of the game and so is the weather. India lost because 
)i«r cricket was pitifully poor. Nor can one expect to 
win. even against Sri Lanka, if one cannot manage to bat 
<i() overs nor .score 200 runs in any one innings, nor take 
mure than seven wickets in the whole tournament. 

A friend, now in publishing, but formerly a col- 
V’.igue on the cricket field, was in Bombay the other day. 

He was in England during the World Cup, and previously 
liaving spent a few years in this country he watched 
the Indian team with more than casual interest. What 
he had to say made a sad .story. The Indian team 
showed no urgency on the fiild, there seemed little pur¬ 
pose and no stiatogy. Players like Kapil Dev, the find 
el the last season bowled with no aiiparent guidance. 
The fielding was sloppy and slow and .the whole atmas- 
phere one of iniormal unprofessionalism Everybody 
was doing his own thing, it looked a.s if India was unin- 
ii iesled and consider these matches a pointless pause 
before the actual aim of the mission, the Test iiiatcho.s. 

.Admittedly India is weak in limited-overs cricket. 

In fad, this team, ill (hosvn and lopsided, is one of the 
worst conibination.s to go on a tour and it’s liabilities 
have yet to be totallv exposed. Even the Pakistan lour 
wliidi was sandwiched between the trip to Australia and 
the We t Imlian visit to India, failed to disclo.se the true 
worth of this Indi.m .side The Pakistani victories were 
iie\er a to:iil rout, the slow wickets .saw to that. And 
le.iinst .Simpson and Kalheharran, India faced opposition 
whiih would h.ivc tound it difficult to outdo an average 
(ounty side. So Indi.i wa.s never expected to set 
English grounds afire but it was hoped she would per- 
loini with some ciedit. That she did not, and is now 
I'(Used ol rondiut iiiilteeoming of an international team 
IS, to say the least, dislurbing. 

On(‘ iimigiiies that the Indian captain, a man with 
his tail' share ut common scifse, would have been the 
hist to recognise tha! Mr. Packer is dirertly responsible 
tor the inlluted averages of many of bis players. One 
would have expected a cautious choice of words when 
he publicised hi.s intentions, as well as the readiness of 
his team (u make good his promises. Empty words do 
not supply conlklence, nor do they kid the ouposilion. 

It is pertormance alone that counts on the field, and, off 
It. suiiie diplomacy to amend any bolshy moods. 

A.S mo.st others have observed, if there was any 
logic in continuing with Bcdi. it has yet to be recxinded 
bv a commentator or a journal. It was unlikely that he 
would bowl out a team in 12 overs, nor is his contribu¬ 
tion elsewhere of any effect. India needed to streng¬ 
then the batting, which had repeatedly failed. Although 
there was no guarantee another batsman may have 
.given Indian bowlers a more realistic srorc to bowl at. 


am cenaiH %inarma or Taiarvtnara wouui mve' iwoip 
more active than Bedi m the field. In.)! 

Not that one can criticise actual tactics. With' 
limited totals to play with, the captain had little space 
to manoeuvre. One will have to wail for the Test matches 
to sec how Venkat fait's as a tac:ician. 

But presently he faces a more serious dilemma. 
How best to salvage lo.st pride, and how to prepare for 
an uncertain future. Much will depend on his ability 
to establish lo.sl morale and this no new captain can 
hope to do without the active support of his senior 
players. 

AJIT WADEKAR Taking Bedi was 
mistake 

1. Sri Lanka is a good side, particularly at one-day 
cricket. They have bealeu teams like West Indies and 
England on iheir own .soil. So a loss to them did not 
rotne as a surprise to me. 01 cour.se we were the bet¬ 
ter bide. Anti with the incomplete reports that .have 
appeared in the J’ress, I am led to presume that the 
reason oi the debacle was that conditions did not .suit 
oui boys. The we.itlier has been playing hide and .seek 
m England. 


2. Our squad did not have the right balane<\ 
There were too m.tny ehiiiks in the side, i would have 
liked to have taken one more iiiediuin-paecr lor the 
World Lup. I would h.ive packed the side, with all- 
rounders inslead of balsmen as was done. And even 
I hough we had so many batsmcMi wi'. were never able 
to raise u detent total. You see it's psydiologicul. 
When there .lie m.iny batsmen in the team everyone 
think.s that he tan take it easy as the next man will 
do the scoiiiig. Comfilarency sets in. One would ex- 
l.-ect tli.it a side packed with batsmen would notch up 
fliM), hill more often hcrause* ol this alliliide lliey arc 
out for smaller scores. 

3. 1 would have preferred if we had taken Rajiii- 
(ler Singh Hans, Sundeep Patil and Kniiiani instead ol 
Bedi, Ya.slipal and Surender Khanna. We should never 
have sent Bedi for the World (^up, bec.aisc he likes to 
buy his wickets and is u liability on the field. Hence 
it becomes difficult for a captain to hide him. In this 
kind ol cricket runs cnynt. And Bedi will iilwavs be 
giving aw,IV runs. 


4. Wc' have .siroke-plavers but I suppose conditions 
must li.ive been such that oiir principal batsmen cjioiild 
not make .strokes. Atmosphei ic condilions and the move¬ 
ment of the ball could ruib a batsman, paiticularly 
when he is not, acclimalised to them. And if we did feel 
that btroke-pla.vers were in short supply we should have 
t.iken Siirinder Aniainalh. 


THE QUESTIONS 


lias the g(«ck of Imiiaa ciiekM to!Viericeii.'wliivf- 

liras «t IBt €wp • iiniiitfi 

of (a) batting fb) bo^tog' (leV taifUitilqr . (d) 
total inafcffity to play Unffted-aMf^ nidiei ? 

Who ptl dp. you tiiinfc should have gone and in» 
tend of wh^r ; 


ApwRi'TttAn oMi 
a'ar.UMKlL^ 


:Afhr 

■Jtny.’ 


Paiel, ^ dae sMbred 
Igli fawtib ol aiMbe 

't 'lfitiett ait aVi^rebndei’-of 
iMiortcofluiigt ' * 

who couJd'i^niitt 


bbw! at Ittdfi's performaiice in 
reiMl'vi^? 





Madan Lai—notable omiision 


S and 6, (jliavri and Kapil an; also Ki'nuinc all- 
rounders like Nadkarnl and Durrani, except that their 
areas of specialisation diUcr, Why. most ol our new 
generation of cricketers arc medium-pacers. We are 
catching up with the times. Today must international 
sides have a full battery of pacemen and just one 
spinner. And that's why you have have Valson, Rajin- 
der Ghai etc. Spin is on the wane. 

7. Cur •prospects for the series against England 
are very bleak. And this defeat against Sri Lanka will, 
1 am sure, artect our cricketers psychologically. And a 
lot would depend on the weather conditions. 

CONTRACTOR : We lack quality 

1. A defeat at the hands of Sri Lanka in the 
Prudential Cup is a'rtainly not Indi.t‘s cricketing nadir. 
We have lost to them before. It does not matter whe¬ 
ther our stork is high or low. What matters is Uie man¬ 
ner in which we were beaten by Sri Lanka. The way 
in which wc folded up, without any semblance of a fight. 
What matters is that in instant cricket where every team 
tries to build up a score by lashing out, thereby increas¬ 
ing the chances of a batsman t<iking risks and getting 
out, we couldn't even bowl out Sri Lanka's side, torget 
the West Indies and New Zealand. 

In a limited-overs game all that was required for us 
to beat Sri Lanka was to score four runs in an over. 
And wc couldn’t do it. Wo got only eight wickets of our 
opponents in the three matches we played. Mind you, 
run-outs included. On the other hand we never passed 
a total of 200 even once. That’s low quality cricket. 
Ours was a hstless performance. 

2. The team failed basically because it was un¬ 
balanced. There is a genuine lack of quality in our 
team. One cannot understand how certain players were 
sent to England. 

3. I am not a selector so 1 cannot say A should 
have gone and B should have stayed back. I haven't 
seen all the cricketers. Hence, I can only make my 
observation based on the performances of these players 
.and from what one has read and heard. 1 would never 


t have taken Biwiit Aeddy, IfariiiMil end Be& 

I keep barpinjf on the fact that our spinoeri are Wdirid 
r; class. That bubb]e has. been pricked long ago. Why 
s don’t we accept it? After all, how long are we going 
to persist with our spinners? 

1 would have liked to take Surinder Amarnath and 
Sandeep' Patil. The latter, in particular, has struck me 
by his class and potential. If we can afiord to discard a 
player of the calibre of Sandeep, an Indian team should 
have no problems. 

4. It’s not just that we have a dearth of stroke- 
players. Chauhan plays square and hence will always be 
in trouble when the ball moves. Vengsarkar is a chasei 
of the ball, but he could learn. Gaekwad is gritty but 
has his limitations. Sunil is not suited for a limited-overs 
game. Brijesh has this phobia of pace bowlers. So what 
is left? Nothing. 

5. Let me clarify; an all-rounder is someone who is 
good with the bat and the ball and not someone who is 
proficient in one aspect and makes do with the other. As 
a country we are not prepared to look forward. As long 
as we had a good off-spinner or left-arm spinner wc 
didn't bother to look ahead. We did not breed our future 
players. We wanted readymade stuff. Every new playei 
must get five wiqkets or a century. We did not plan oi 
experiment. If you want all-rounders vou have to have b 
phased out programme. AH of a suaden you can't fine 
them when you 'want them. 

6. Any player will blossom into a good player onl.\ 
if he is given the opportunity. And that too at the right 
time; that i$,*^when he is young. Otherwise, the cricketei 
become.s discouraged and disheartened. Hij eflort slackens 
and as a result he loses confidence. 

Wc must see that every player who has represented 
India at a junior level, plays for his State tide in the 
Ranji Trophy. If a place cannot be found for him in the 
State team the player should be given the option fot 
playing for any other team he wishes. To safe-guard the 
interest of such teams, the player should sign a cootraci 
with them, lor let’s say, three years. 

Bcdi is a misfit and consequently should never have 
played in the Prudential Cup. His days are over. Are w< 



Vtihtaanafb batting against West Indies in the Prudenfial 






going to shut our eyes to this fact? It’s because of this 
attitude of not nursing youngsters that we are having 
problems. 

7. I would be happy if we put up a reasonable fight. 
The weather is an all-important factor. It can make a lot 
of difference in the final re.sult. But I don’t think we can 
beat them. 


NADKARNI ; Batting to blame 

1. 1 feel with this loss in the World Cup to Srt 
Lanka, a team which had to (lualify to play in the tourna¬ 
ment proper, our stock has reached an all-liiiic low. 

2. I would rule out captaincy because we have not 
received detailed reports of the matches. Batting, I feel 
is the main culprit. Over the years we have always played 
our strongest batting and yet it has failed us on nume¬ 
rous occasions. On the other hand our bowling, which at 
all times has been limited, has performed creditably. 
Whenever we go on a tour ou^ bowling’s reputation is 
enhanced at the end of the series, while it’s the other 
way round for our batting. Don’t forget our bowling re¬ 
sources have at no time been ideal. We have never had 
two pace bowlers with one medium-pace stock bowler. But 
in .spite of this our bowling has stood the tests of rigorous 
Tc.st cricket fairly well. How else can otte explain the 
fact that against Sri Lanka at one stage we were 135 for 
2 and yet wc were bundled out before the CO overs were 
bowled. 

3. I would have, preferred to take Surindcr Amar- 
nath who has a better approach to this type of cricket 
instead of Gaekwad. Madan Lai should have gone. W<> 
must remember that in the World Cup bouncers are derl- 
aied wide while in the Test matches only one bumper Is 
permit'ed p«^r over. Hence, Madan would have becu .safe. 
He is an experienced bowler and a good fielder. It’s been 
n bane of Indian cricket all along—very otten the best 
man for the job is not selected. That is a headache we'll 
have to live with. 

In the first place we should have sent two separate 
teams, one for the World Cup and one for the four-'Test 
series. I know it may have meant a little more expense 
liut it would also mean that We would have performed 
belter. The demands of these two types of cricket are 
totally different. This way we could-have fitted in Eknath 
.Sulkur who would save 25 runs in the field. 

1 would never have played Bedi. Even as.suming he 
bowls light, he is a slow mover in the field. His Uiruw Is 
mil good with the result what lie would save in his bow- 
liiig lie would give .iway in the field. In limited-uvers 
(I'icket fielding is of paramount importance. 

5. Wc do not have all-rounders bccau.se the present 
generation of cricl^tcrs Is happy doing just one tiling, 
batting or bowling.They don’t want to tax themselves any 
more than it’s ne^ssary. It’s no joke to be an all-rnunder 
Vou have to be in top physical condition. It's easier to 
become an all-rounder but more difficult to maintain and 
sustain the talent. Wc do have players who could become 
jll-ruundcrs but what’s lacking is the application, the will 
to do wfll. 

6. As for the future, 1 think wc have Inst a wonder- 
til opportunity for grooming our youngsters. We should 
■ave taken new comers like Shivlal Yadav, Sand<^cp Palil, 
Faison, Jadeja, Rajinder Ghai. They would have learnt so 
mirh on the tour. No cricketer can call himself good till 
m has withstood an English lour. It’s a tough tour, the 
veathcr notwithstanding. You can always squeeze a iicw- 
omcr in the side against the Counties. ’These youngsters 
vill never get the opportunity to play against the Aus- 
ralians this winter. But on a tour you can experiment 
'“ith them. 

7. I am sure our boys will do well. I am sure they 
vill forget the nightmare of a defeat at the hands of Sri 

anka. I, have full faith and confidence that they will 
'ut up a :ood show. 



Kirmanh—nol better? 


RAMAKANT DESAI We should be 
used to losing by now 

1. I don't attach a lot of importance to the defeat 
<igaiii.'>t Sri L,itik.i because wiuiiiiig and losing is part 
oi the g.iine. 'I'liis kind ol a thing happens veiy otten 
in (I'icket. Maybe oiir boys had taken tilings ioi 
granted wlien they played against Sn Lanka and thus 
iiud to pay the penally. 

2. Our poor showing was entirely due to our thin 
howling resourees. And when your buwliiig is weak 
the opposition rattles up a sizeable .score, a total wiiii’li 
heconics difficult fur our batsman to chase. Kapil does 
not have the ex(>erience, ligdi ii- a spent lone and 
(jhuvti IS not consistent- in line and lengtii. To add to 
our woes, our balling is not strong. 

By allowing Sri l.anka to scon* 2'10-odd. uiir bow¬ 
lers gave away the mutch because our hutsiiieii (unnot 
muster a total ut more than IBO. And 1 cunuul undei- 
st, 111(1 why cvciybody is grumbling beiause we have 
Ix'en deleated. We should be «iuile used to it by now. 

3. How can we send a man like Bedi whose pliv 
sir.il fitness is suspect ? Taking such a player is a 
burden on the side. 1 would li.ive liked to take Ved 
Baj in.stead of Bharat Be.ddy. ALso, 1 would h.ive 
taken Roger Binny instead ol Y.ishpal or Yaiurvindi.i, 
both of whom have yet to prove that they aie Test class. 

4. Our batsmen were not abU* to execute their 
strokes because their technifjue when lacing fust bow¬ 
lers is not entirely sound. 


I 


ff 


Javan; Sen 


5. The reason why we don’t have pnouine all- 
rounders is that there is too little compeUtion. Earlier 
with cricketers like Nadkarni* Kfipali Bordc, Durratu 
and Rusi Surti around, there used to be a keen com- 
pelitiun to makf it to the final eleven. 

6. The future of Indian cricket is very bleak. We 
(loti’t have any talent that could make us feel hopeful 
lor the future. Why Indian cricket, look at Bombay 
rrirket. It’s in the same state. Our national team is 
ill a bad .sh.ipc because the Bombay team is not vimat 
it used to be. In the pa.st there have been times when 
nine llonibav players were in the Indian eleven. Today, 
only three Bombay players are in the national team. 

7. The way we are going I don’t think we are 
going to beat England. And certainly not m England. 

KRIPAL SINGH ; They don't play as a 
team 

L Too general a question. Broadly speaking, playing 
in the tropics, our stock is reasonably high: performan¬ 
ces are good though results may not be as we are entit. 
led to expect. Playing in England inevitably seems to 
affect us negatively and hence stock is low but not so 
much as to despair. It calls for a tremendous amount of 
will power and determination to get out of this morass 
of “inferiority complex” and it can be done with team¬ 
work. After all, the best morale-raiser is success and 
success is born out of team work and the will to succeed. 

I was not surprised (at our Prudential Cup show¬ 
ing)—in fact, I predicted, though not in writing, defeat 
at the bands of West Indies and Mew Zealand but a 
close finish in our favour in the match against Sri Lanka. 
The reason as I sc6 it was the delay in the formation 
of the team—it appears to be a bunch of individuals at 
present. 


2. I think it was a combination of all factors, not 
a total inability to play limited-overs cricket. Consis¬ 
tently in the World Cup matrhes, our batting did not 
come up to expectations—not once did wc cross the 
ZOO-martt. This placed inhibitions on the bowling strate¬ 
gics. Against Sri Lanka, our bowling failed to contain 
the batting—and the combination, to my mind, leads to 
an exposure of the limited experience in limited-overs 
cricket, wliich in turn pinpoints the need to evolve 
strategies and tactics suited to the situational need. 

3. Frankly, an extra seamor in Madanlal and a 
stroke-maker in Siirinder Amarnath in place of Yash- 
pal Sharma and Yajurvindra Singh may have proved 
btmeficial. Yet. I maintain the individual.s, whoever they 
may be. should bn rohesed into a team if you want a 
winning combination. 

4. What about Kapil Dev’s promise of a future 
all-rounder? Of course, the real lest is England and wc 
shall have to wait and see. All-round efficiency develops 
when a player is called upon, say in local or domestic 
cricket, to carry his team on his shoulders. Today, there 
sfeems to be specialisation of work and so, even m domes¬ 
tic cricket, work is cut out. Even at net practice, you 
seldom sec a branded bowler donning pads or even if 
he docs, it is the wicket keeper who is bowt.ng to him 
and not the branded bowlers! Being an alLrounder is 
also a specialised work like a dccBlhalon artist and it is 
born out of sheer hard work and the feeling that he 
has to carry the team. 

5. .Slow wickets, faulty footwork and terhnique.s 
and. above all. the attitude of playing safe, I think, are 
the causes. Today’s fiiiniicial incnlivc is not insubsUn- 
ti.il and where money is involved, risk-taking declines 
and stroke-m.iking is risky if the batsman lacks con¬ 
fidence and faith in his abilities. 

6. Y«-s, at least in the South. But their advance¬ 
ment will depend on the motivation provided by way 
of opportunities and encouragement 

MABtSH MUNWANI, Bombay, ASHOK KAMATH, Mtdrw. 


^Letters to the Editor 


Let's quit 
cricket 

A ll -niE cricket pun- 

dits, indigenous and for¬ 
eign, have come a cropper. 
The cup of sorrow of Indian 
cricket is full to the brim ! 

fis for Richie Benaud’s 
forecast (Sportsworld June 
13) that India would beat 
New Zealand, one could con¬ 
done him — he being .so far 
away from Indian cricket. 
But you would have done 
well to ask Bobby Simpson 
who had a much closer look 
at us in Australia recently 
and who appearing the other 
day on Delhi Doordarshan 
seemed to know exactly 
whi'ic our cricket is wrong. 
His a.s.sessnicnt that we “do 
not know how to practise’’ 
has a point. 

Probably we might have 
done well to have sent a 
team of young hopefuls yet 
unblooded to fare the might 
, of the best. And another 
' team for the coming summer 
tour of England. 

As it stands now, would it 
not be a better idea for you 
to do away with cricket jour¬ 
nalism and look for fresh 
pastures wjiern at least you 
wouldn’t be blamed for the 
blunders of others ? 

D. L. DASGUPTA, 
Calcutta. 

WHO IS TO BE BLAMED 
tor the catastrophe — the 
.selection board or our play- 


prising to hear our captain^ 
.say that India failed for 
poor batting. Batting alone! 
Was it a prudent remark 
from a captaio whu hiiiiselt 
is a bowler and was unable 
to gain a single wicket from 
all the three matches and 
whose fellow bowlers, too, 
fHill'd to elicit any respect 
even from .Sri Lanka ? India 
failed with both the bat and 
the ball, but probably mure 
with the ball. While Eng¬ 
land, with only IC5 iiuls 
could win a match against 
the strong Pakistan side, 
why, with a capital ot 182 
inns did we lose -to New 
Zealand? We expect a cap¬ 
tain to be more .sober. 

S. PAL. 

Santiniketan 

THE INDIAN TEAM 
.should go to Canada and 
learn the leehniques of limi 
ted-overs nickel there, 

J. K. PATNAIK & 
P. P. CHOUDHURY 
Pnrlakhemundi 

1 FAIL TO UNDERSTAND 
why Venkat had to say 
that “India will surely make 
the semis and probably the 
final.” 

1 am sure only if .some ul 
the Indian batsmen attendeil 
a crash course at Alf Govei'; 
sihool for running betweer 
the witkcLs, fielding anti 
throwing, can India be saver 
from a 0-4 drubbing hj 
England. 

MANMF.ET SINGH ANANP 
New Delhi 


ers ? Will India have to 
qualify tor the next Pruden¬ 
tial Cup like Sri Lanka and 
Canada did this year? 

Some say that there was 
some dispute among our 
players. My opinion is that 
Sandeep Patii, Kirmani and 
Surinder Amarnath should 
have been sent in place of 
Vrngsarkar, Surender Kban- 
na and Caekwad. 

BIRAJA PRASAD PATTA- 
NAIK, 
Bhubaneswar. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
the Indian cricketers for 
their outstanding backgcar 
performance. The Inter¬ 
national Cricket Conference 
should replace India with 
Sri Lanka. 

K/SHORE HALDER, 
Howrah. 

INDIA’S OVERALL PER- 
tormance in the World Cup 
matches was very disappoin¬ 
ting no doubt. But it was 
more disappointing and sur- 


I SUGGEST INDIA QUIT 
cricket and stop- makinj 
a mockery of the gam* 
Surely they owe this to thosi 
of us who still respect tbi 
game of skill. 

MALAWI KRISHNAR 
Sindr 

IT IS A PITY OUR BOARI 
has not made, any effort 
equip our players for limited 
overs crickeL Look at thi 
Pakistanis’ ability in install 
cricket. Astonishing and fabu 
lous! You know why? Be 
cause almo^ all of ibeu 
play in English Counties. 

SUDHIR WASANi 
FADNP 
Bombai 

INDIA’S PERFORMANCl 
must have set Graham Ys 
flop searching for a new tit) 
for bis “Lambs to th 
Slaughter”. Poor Yallop! 

KALYA’U GHOSi 
: Hoofliti! 




rr IS OBVIOUS that fxjr 
tl,(; Prudi'nttal Cup we had 
jn,. of the weakest bowliuK 
in the history of cri- 
'Ki:t. Venkat was the only 
jfivvler of world class. Surc- 
V the selectors should have 
Known that the bowling 
.irf'nath of art.v team Ls most 
iiiportant. ft is because Pa¬ 
li .'an does not have a Rood 
jowlinR squad that its re 
ard is not a.s impressive as 
IS battinR line-up. 

PADMAN NA1R. 

Delhi. 

tCAINST THE WEST IN- 
lies, India were defeated 
)V nine wickets. And against 
Vtw Zealand by eight wic- 
We were making pro- 
jirss, weren’t we'J 

SWETAKEW GHOSH, 
Calcutta. 

HlITE CONSISTENT WITH 
iur expectations, India su- 
k-red an ignominious de¬ 
cat. Thanks to the magm- 
icenl sclectiou by our great 
electors. And now for the 
Test scries, poor Kapil and 
lhavri will have to toil on- 
lided right through. In the 
ase of any injury, it would 
lot be surprising if Be<li or 
•'enkat opens the bowling. 
)i will any of our selcctoi.s 
, 0 ? Many Indians rt*ally 
i;i.v (he lurk of players like 
I'liiurvindra Siiigh, Bhaiat 
teddy etc. While many me- 
ilorifrtis students who de¬ 
rive to go abroad cannot 
(I so, those players with no 
neiit what.soPver are having 
nice suinitict holiday at 

II r cx|)ense. 

GAVTAM GANGULY, 
Dhuhri. 

HE IGNOMINIOUS Di;- 
cats shmv how inept we aic 
a any .sport. (The only 
lung we cxrel in is crjlicis- 
ag the weather, umpires, 
tc). 1 am positive we will 
ase 0-4 to England. In the, 
irrumstanres. Australia is 
iiHy justified in refusing us 
!iis winter. 

1.1 the last ti‘W years, in 
'll sports, India has been 
oiirhing the rock bottom. To 
articipate in the next Olvm 
ii> hockey tournament India 
nay have to qualify. Erob- 
'bly, that will be thp case, 
'ith the next World Cup 
nckrt too. About other 
i'mrs, the less said the 
■■''Iter. 

A’RLSH VlSnWANATHAN, 
New Delhi. 

THINK, LIKE FINGl.E- 
"II suggested years ago 
ibout England, the Indian 
nikeiers' should also be put 

III "bread" and "water", 
■ood Lord, their perform- 
>!ue was miserable ! 


A TEAM IS MADE OF 
eleven players and not three 
(Gava.skar, Vishwanalb and 
Kapil). Spinners of Bedi's 
type are not meant for Iimi- 
ted-overs matches. The ex¬ 
clusion of Ghauhan, Kirniani 
and Sandeep Patil was felt 
It really surprised me that a 
shrewd captain of Venkat's 
calibre should blame the 
umpires. But a bad work¬ 
man always quarrels with 
his tools. 

SHAMIT GHOSH, 
Palta 

THANKS TO OUR St.LEC- 
tors for selecting .such a far¬ 
sighted and ambitions cap¬ 
tain who even hoped to play 
in the final of the I'rnqen- 
tial Cup with only two bats¬ 
men of any standard in the 
team. 

The selectors probably 
forgot that India cannot 
afford to have slow players 
like Vengsarkar. Gaokwad 
and Mohinder Amarnath in 
liniitedovers cricket. At¬ 
tacking players like Surindcr 



•SurmctcT Amurnom 


Ainarnaih were tacffully 
overlooked. 

SOURAJIT GHOSH, 
Calcutta. 

IT WAS A PITY THAT 
great players like Gavaskaj, 
Mohinder Amainath and 
Veng.saikar could do nothing 
worthwhile, Viswanath made 
some effort in the first 
rnalc.h, but none in the 
second. Gava.s'kar was not 
at his be.st at all. ’I'rue, he 
,sco;(!d a halt-cviitury but he 
could have done better. 
Both Vengsarkar and Mohiii 
der Amarnath were of no use 
to our side. At least Aun'dtii- 
man Gaekwad and Brijesh 
Patel reached double tiguies 
in two matches, Bedi did 
what he cmuld do and he 
justified his in(.lu.sion. Kapil 
Dev also triinl but he was 
not bi.s usual .sell Talking 
of Surender Khanna — I 
doubt if he can do anything. 
Kirmani could have dooc 
better. 

RANJEET DUTTA, 
Ranchi. 


For your record book 


India in England 

T he roBTHcoMiNG Indian ciur.KF/r side’s tour 

of England will be the ninth by an Indian team 
to r.ngl.iiid. 01 the eight Tost series played in England, 
India have won only one — in lB7i - and have lost 
the remaining seven. 

In this first in.stalmenl. I shall bring out the statis¬ 
tical highlights of the three pre-Independence tours ol 
England —1932, 1936 and 1946. 

Results of the three series 


Year 

Venue 

M 

Won 

D 

L 

1932 

Lord's 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1936 

Lord’s 

Manchester 

3 

0 

1 

2 

1946 

The Oval 

Lord’s 

Manchester 

3 

u 

2 

.1 


The Oval 

7 

0 

3 

4 


Match-by-malch scores with results 
1932 

1. At Lord’s England won by I5B runs. England 
2.S9 and 275-8 decl. India 189 and 187. 

1936 

1. At Lord’s England won by 9 wickets. England 
134 and 108-1. India 147 and 93. 

2. At Maschestei — Drawn England 571-8 dec. India 
203 and 390-5. 

3. At The Oval England won by 9 wickets. Eng 
land -1718 dec! and 641. India "222 and 312. 

1946 

1. At Lord's England won by 10 wickets. England 
428 and 48-0. India 200 and ’275. 

2. At Manchester. Drawn. F.ngtand 294 and 153-5 

decl. India 170 and 1.5'2-9. > 

3. At The Oval. Drawn England 95 3. India 331. 


('enturies 


For England (4) 

167 W. R. Hammond at Manchester 1936 

217 VV. R. Hammond at The Oval 1936 

128 r. S. Worthington at The Oval 1936 

205 n.o. J. Hardstaff at Lord’s 1946 

For India (3) 

114 V. M. Merchant at Manchester 1936 

112 S. Mustaq All at Manchester 1936 

128 V, M. Merchant at The Oval 1946 


Five or more wickets In an Innings 
For England (7) 

5-35 & 5-43 G. 0. Allen at Lord’s 1936 

5 73 ,1, .Sims at The Oval 1936 
7-80 G. O. Allen at The Oval 1936 
7-49 A. Iledscr at Lord's 1946 

5-2-1 K. Pollard at Manchester 1946 
7-52 A. Bc'dscr at Manchestci 1946. 

For India (6) 

5-93 M. Nissar at Lord’s 1932 

6 .35 L. Amar .Singh at ford’s 1936 
5-120 M. Nis,sar at The Oval 1936 
5-118 L. Amarnath at Lord’s 1946 
5-96 L. Amarnath at Manchester 1940 
5-101 V. Mankad at Manchester 19^ 


To be continued 
VIJAYAN BALA 
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HARl, 

Sindrt. 




c;oyer story 


WORLD CUP REVIEW 


WMXES WEFSmJCH 

muchtoogood 


RICHIE BENAUD 


•pHE WEST INDIES’ PERFO^N 
anw in winning the Prudentis 
World Cup for the second time wa 
that of a world-class cricket team 
which indeed they arc. I though 
England contributed to their own de 
feat in the morning .session rathei 
than in the .ifternoon which is thi 
popular riMson being given for llu 
home side not ln'ing able to conn 
out on top. There was an error ir 
selection in choosing Larkin.s aheac 
of Miller who would have been ideal 
in an ail-round category as well ai> 
the main fifth bowler. That and the 
decision to put the West Indies on to 
bat on winning the toss really sealed 
England's fate. 



I have never been able to fully 
understand the mudern-day thinking 
behind putting the oppoiiition in to 
hat in limited-over. It the side win¬ 
ning baited fir.st and set the taigct 
themselves, then they would have 
the advantage of being abk- to apply 
the pressure later in th<> day. This 
IS what England do ,so well and in 
fact had done in liemendous fashion 
against Ni-w /.ealand and I'akislan. 

I he West Indians aie a in.irvelloiis 
ti'aiii. But it is ideal *is lai as ihi-v 
are conterned il lliev arc peiinitled 
to throw the hat in the Iasi 10 overs 
ot an innings halting fiisl without 
needing to know a (treci.se final tar¬ 
get ot iiins p«-r over .say four per 
ovei and ttien iiiiisl play to that 
pattern. 


When the laigland selectors decid¬ 
ed to have as ilieii filth main bowler 
a conibinatiiin of Larkins, Boycott 
and (Joocli it really was the first stop 
llieir own death warrant. 
Although at lunch tune they had 
done extreiiielv well in removing 
Ciecnidge, llavnes, Kallicharraii and 
Lloyd it was nevei going to work out 
once those lliioe bowlers had to be 
compressed into 12 overs. In the end 
it meant atJ (iriiidess runs on the. 

Indians, a target 
of 287, and predictably a good start 
lor England and then the later bats¬ 
men having to throw away their 
Wickets. 


.. M-rtcii me imai ag.iinst England, 
West Indies iirobably had their hard¬ 
est match against l>aki.stan That 
again was a high si onng game where 
t'iikist.in s iiiediutn-|>,i(x- bowlers 
TT. ‘o eiinl.-iin the brilliance 

of the West liidi.ins. I vvas dis- 
a(ipoiiiled III Asif’s batting perlorni- 
ance jit tin- Ov.il in the seini-linals — 
I could Mc no reason at all for him 
till owing away his innings as he did 

"ia;'' **'* Pi't’S'^urc on 

the Wc'.st Indians might just have 
swung the game Pakistan’s way. 

In lad. ilie .semi-finals were 
equally as good as the final match. 
In the second .senii-rinal, l-liiglaiul 
jii'.l deiealed New /ealand by nine 

1 “ ’•’'■''••nK encounter 

Which was domiiuited by the bowlers 
rather than lino batsmen. 


liord's 


















England wicket-keeper Bob Taylor fails to make his ground against Seie Zealand 
the ideal combination as far as cult for the opposition. The thinking 

the sponsors were concerned. Given these days seems to be that as soon 

the chance at the beginning of this as the coin comes down in the co^ 

very wet English summer Prudential rect way you must slap the opposi- 

would have opted for West Indies vs tion in to bat. I -have always been 

England doubly, with the Australians much more keen on setting my own 

so weak that the only team they targets and then applying the pres- 

were able to beat in their division sure and I think this is an attitude 

turned out to be Canada. Conditions of which we may see more in years 

could hardly have been better at to come limited-over games. 

Lord’s for the final day, no rain and 

although there was a slight cloud Certainly, England did well enough 
cover it was equally as good for in the early period removing 
batting as bowling. Greenidge and Haynes before 50 had 

I doubt that West Indies were too been pqt on the board and then 

upset at losing Lhe toss and being picking up Kallicharran and Lloyd, 

put in to bat because they know so the latter to a magnificent catch by 

well that in the final 10 overs of a Chris Old. When King joined 



Ian Botham Ibw to Cairns 


already won and needed to be pla.\ 
ed in Carnival atmosphere. Richard 
had begun in nervous fashion, mos 
nnchararteristic as far as he is con 
cerned, but by the time the lunci 
interv^ came, the middle of the ba 
was finding the ball with ominou! 
regularity. Whatever team meetini 
the West Indians had during th( 
smcked-salmon and white burgundj 
turn- ^ ' Ut to be 100% correct. Kinf 
and Ri.' .irds smashed England to al 
parts o; he field and for the firsi 
time the .'on grip Brearley has had 
on the tac'L.cal side of things appeareJ 
to slip. 

287 is a taiget not within the 
reach of normal cricket teams and 
even though Boycott and Brearley pul 
on 129 for the first wicket, the game 
was virtually over after the first 90 
minutes. There was a delightful 
phrase in one quarter of the English 
media about Lloyd dropping Boycott. 
It said the West Indians bore the dis¬ 
appointment stoically. Indeed, they 
did. 

Boycott made 57, Brearley 64 but 
after that only Randall and Gooch 
reached double figures as Garner rip¬ 
ped through five for eleven in only 
twenty minues. 1 can’t recall a worse 
batting collapse at international 
standard than eight for eleven in a 
20-minute period and the West'ltadians 
rightly were overjoyed at what was a 
smashing victory. 

A great performance from Garner, 
some superb bowling from Holding 
and an excellent team effort from all 
of them. But, best of all, a marvel¬ 
lous victory for Clive Lloyd, possibly 
playing in his last international fix¬ 
ture at the home of cricket. He has 
done wonderfully well over the years 
and to bold the World Cup in 1979 
after his great victory in 1975 was a 
nice end to a marvellous aicket 
performance. 

Photographs : 

PATRICK CAGAR 


















pfinUHLO CUP FINAL 

' Beer's so 
good man 

TONY LEWIS 

T ie west indies won the 

sitoikI Prudential World Cup, as 
they did the first in 1975, with a 
spertarulur demonstration of all¬ 
round natural talent. This time their 
lartic score of 286 was Founded on a 
fine century by Vivian Richards. 

England fought bravely in their 
chains, a fight which was immensely 
enjoyable to watch. But not once in 
the run chase did they look likely to 
scale the batting heights required. 
They were 92 runs adrift at the death. 

In a broad view, Lord’s always 
looks majciAic when its ticres and 
turret.s, boXes and balconies are 
rrowd>:d but it is informal, too, 
especially on such a day as this. 

The morning was coloured by Union 
Jacks and multicoloured West Indian 
banners. As the tempo increased, it 
became an occasion for whistle¬ 
blowing, bell-ringing, can-bashing and, 
in moments of respite, for pints of 
beer and picnics. 


A strung following for the West 
indian.s can always be taken for 
granted, but shouts of “England, 
England.” followed by choruses of 
“Hucc, Britannia,” indica’ted that an 
unusually ardent support for the 
home team wa.s gathered around the 
ground. It was without doubt a 
delightful day for the spert.itors. 

The emotional build-up was height¬ 
ened when Briiarley won the loss and 
lorcf'd th« Wosi Indiuns reverse 
their habit of batting second. Havnes 
and prccnidge faced up to Botham 
and Hendrif-k on a shorn pildi, and 
with enough cloud overhead to en¬ 
courage a seam attack. 

''.rcenidge lookt^d ominou.sly cool 
and compact at the crease. He wa.s 
the man in form, and there was a 
feeling that we would bn spending a 
Urt of the day watching him extend 
his neat moustache well over the ball 
to England's cost. Astonishingly, m 
the ninth over, he was walking back 
to the pavilion. 

Mis dismissal could scarcely be be¬ 
lieved. After pushing a ball gently 
into a space at mid-wicket, he nodded 
to Haynes his eager partner, and 
then diced with the athleticism of 
I^rek Randall. The Nottingham 
player thre.w down the stumps at 
the bowler’s end. Surely Greenidgo 
had seen the act before. 


After that run-out, England enjov- 
ed a morning of satisfaction, if not 
exactly prosperity. By lunch they 
bad taken the wickets of Haynes 
Kallicharran and Lloyd as well, and 
Richards, although still at the creasi- 
with King, was looking a trifle out of 
touch. The lunch score, 34 overs 
bowled 125 for 4. 

Mike Broarley used five bowlers in 
the first 20 overs. He was altciiipi- 
ing to tackle his problem of filling 
in the fifth quota of 12 overs, which 
were eventually to be shared bv 
Boycott, Gooch and Larkias—an un¬ 
likely irio at the highe.st international 
level. 

The captain’s constant shuffling of 
the cards worked well enough before 
lunch, but it proved a disaster after¬ 
wards. 

•r been understandable 

If Hendrick, Old or Botham had 
ru.shed m to try to bowl out Richards 
and King in the early overs of the 
afternoon, because the West Indies 
batting lino-up had nothing like the 
depth of their 1975 team, which had 
Juhen, Boyce and Murray lurking 
down the order. 

^ it was. King played an inspired 
Innings, and Richards wa.s set on a 
more confident course which won him 
the ‘ntan of the match’ award. But 

















not 


I do not remcmlwr when I havh 
.enjoyed a morning's cricket 
mom. Groundsnuin Jlim -F«*r> 
broibcrs had produced a beautifiil 
wicket, with a little pace too. 


cent llat he b how i 
and looks i6 
creale jfor ever. 



COLIN eit^DftEY 

It/HEN tllVE LLOYD MADE 
W the entrance to join 

Vivian at Lord's, every¬ 

one on tfpe croiuid felt that this 
was the' partaership which would 
ipake or tweak the match as far 
as England were concerned. 

Lloyd wbukl have felt the pre» 
sure too, and he was relieved to 
be otr the ipark with a single first 
ball. He batted quite beautifulh, 
driving Hendnck imperiously 
through the covers. 

It all looked so ominous for 
England when quite unexpectedly 
he drove the lull back to the 
bowler knee-kigh, for Chris Old 
to take the inott glorious catch, 
and the gatM wns wide opea 

West Indies boked to ^Hvian 
Richards, For Cel^' King, fine 
player that he is, wa$ still some¬ 
one who might get ont early. 
Little nvcre we to realise that it 
would be 139 runs later and 
England bowlers and fielders 
wearier before this astonishing 
partnership was to be broken. 

West Indies enok control in this 
period, but not before England 
had shown tremendous courage 
and skill in setting up what might 
have been a winning positloa 


Grecnidge and Haynes looked 
supremely confident, and justt as 
they were settling down to prove 
the lead brokers’ odds just about 
right, Randall, from a somewhat 
roving position behind the 
square-leg umpire, pounced on 
the ball and tilted the game 
England's way. 

In the event. Greenidgc set; off 
on a chancy run — a single to 
mast people I have to admit, but 
to Randall a suicidal risk. Randall 
picked up at full speed and 
"ihrew down the bowler’s stumps 
in thrilling fashion, with Grecn¬ 
idge several feet out of his 
ground. 


There was a lot of battjng to 
come, of course, with Englaad now 
showing their mettle. Theii; flehL 
ing for an hour tw so was quite 
ei^ric. 

The arrival of Collis King, 
beautifully free and lissome, strik¬ 
ing Che ball as if it was the easiest 
thing in the world, heralded the 
gradual superiority for West 
indies. 


Vivian Richards, at the other 
end, was all mastery and compo- 
.sure. I saw him as a yoongs:er in 
Antigua and he seemed to plav 
just the same as he did then, ex¬ 


it was fitHag that tbb cadrfliMiil 4. 
crawff AouM have been 
to Vivian Richards at hb best, dps ' 
of the, greatest batsmen tbeic fes*,: 
ever beeii. 

Every now and hilifat he takii a ^ 
deep bripOh ana lattn^ieS out ait * 
impertOus stroke- ibfc it was > , 
Collis .King. with, two successiMi ' 
sixes and a boundary, who set RWi. 
pattern for the afternoon wbkJi 
left Breariey’s bowk^ in 
ray- ^ 

All credit to England for ^ 
way they had contested fibUK ' 
talented batsmen so gamely. <0119. 
Breariey himself will longrd-'''.^ 

member the quite brilliantly 
ed catch which brought Andy 
Roberts' slagging to an end. 

All in alL i: had been tiie bent 
entertaining cricket Hutt 1 can 
remember, the most skilful bmal- 
ing .side in the world tryiagv to 
hold the most briffiant baittfng 
side in the world, with file help 
of the best fielders. 

.But in the epd tfio Indies 
had scored too qiaiiy' lay. Mike 
Breariey's camforL <niM, bnth he 
and Geoff Boycott to 

lead what they knempilplo be an 
uphill struggle ewilsynn^WM per¬ 
fect batting arnmum If West 
Indie.s waxed trinmpliant. Breariey 
can take pride that- England 
fought bravely and were not dis¬ 
graced. 


ntbout doubt they were helped on 
heir way by poor-class bowling. 

Richards’ problems initially were 
rilh the bowling of Edmonds. Just 
s the maestro had tried and failed 
o play the slow left-handed Cheattic 
if Sussex through a crowded legside 
ield in last year’s Gillettee Cup final, 
o now he swi-shed away at the stock 
Iclivery of Edmonds, which was 
lirected at the leg stump. 

CMve Lloyd never got going. He 
ound it impossible to slip smoothly 
'rom the responsible anchor role into 
I more fluent gear. He drove a ball 
lack to Old, who scooped up a low 
catch skilfully as he completed his 
follow-through. 

King played beautiful cover drives 
and savage hooks, scoring 86 out of 
nis partnership of 139 with Richards. 
He holed out in the Slst over. In the 
next over, Richards got bis century. 

This innings had been finely 
ashioned after early difficulties. His 
test shots, played off his legs, scorch- 
id the grass. He cuntinualty sramper- 
id his single.s. Nor was he greedy for 
he strike, ps King threatened to 
atch him. It was a sensible innings. 


hut not without virtuosity, designed to 
last 60 overs and win the match, 
which it did. 

England’s front-line bowling was 
excellent and the fielding brilliant, 
often breathtaking. Breariey set the 
captain's example by taking a splen¬ 
did catch, for which no one gave him 
a chance, in the outfield. 

England had to achieve a run rate 
of a little less than five runs and over 
for 60 overs. Alas, the sheer solidity 
of the opening partnership rendered 
it impossible. 

Breariey made a few satisfactory 
pulls to leg and did his best to accele¬ 
rate. Boycott, helmeted for the first 
time in his career, lodged himself 
firmly at the crease in the way he 
knows best. It was only in the 17th 
over that he reached double figures. 

It gave (loyd the confidence to use 
both his makeshift bowlers, Richards 
and King, at the same time. Singles 
came, even twos, but the game effort 
Yvas rather unrealistic 

Gooch and Randall performed near¬ 
miracles of stroke play, and exciting 
impromptu running between the wick¬ 


ets. Yet even when Randall was out, 
the run rate was eight an over — 
required from 12 overs left. 

Thus the best stroke-makers were 
condemned to die bravely, as Lloyd 
and his superb West Indian side re¬ 
affirmed their grip through fast 
bowling. 

The great Garner thundered 
through the middle order with a suc¬ 
cession of expertly-placed deliveries 
well up into the block-hole. Richards 
and King held marvellous catches. 

Amid the clatter of stonips and 
West Indian revelry, Clive Lloyd’s 
side were home and dry — or rather 
not so dry at the tavern, where the 
beer was now tasting “really good, 

VTtOVt** 


Beer now was the only resort left 
for England’s faithful following. But 
they were never dejected, their song 
just became a topical lament 
"England, my England, my England, 
my my, we are .your children, oh. 
England don’t cry.” 

Yes, West Indies or English, at the 
end there was not a dry eye in the 
house. 


ENGtAm 9* NEW ZEALAND 

Whew! 
That was 
close 


Indies wPAKiifAM 

It was 

Zaheervs 

Holding 

A ll boutes led to toe 

Oval on a warm sunny Wed¬ 
nesday. There were as many 
West Indians as Pakistanis. Before 
the start the respective managers 
appealed to the supporters over 
the loudspeakers to keep o(f the 
playing area. The crowd accept¬ 
ed the appeal and witnessed a 
feast of top-class batsmanship on 
a very placid wicket which pla.ved 
low at times and slow through¬ 
out 

The blaring sun never pe^ 
mitted any movement. So the 
stage 'was set for the willow to 
bunt the leather. 

Under these conditions, even 
with Sarfrai fM and back, ono 
was_ surprised by Asif's decision 
to invite the West Indies to bat 
first. Prom the first ball of Imran 
they mounted a classically Car- 
ribcan onslaught. PirSl were 
Grecnidge and Haynes in the 
match-winniiui tuning stand 
132 runs on 30 overs. Then 
Bichards played beautifully for 
bis 42. He was. I should think, 
the best batsman in displiw At 
this Prudential show. Veiy 
strong on the onside, he is out of- 
form. Yet he looks a class play¬ 
er. In form even- le.sser bghta 
have shined but it is only a great 
player who is never chained by 
iurm. Lloyd walked in instead of 
Katlich-irran and then Collis King 
joined the last blasting operation 
wi;b fabulous Strokes. When the 
countdown came to an end the 
score stood at 293 for 6 wickets. 


teaviny Pakistan W anm M .tlia 
rate of 4.9 rutta an over. 

After Sadiq's early departui^ 
we aaw a .memorable partiici'mla 
between Majid and Zaheer. AP 
though they bad different Mean, 
'fhe entire afternoon befati^ 
ed to them. At tea they were 
for 1 in 25 overs. Zaheer was 
batting at his best He plunder¬ 
ed King for a hooked six and A 
Classic cover drive in the same 
over. Lloyd was visibly worrit 
and West Indian supporters ap¬ 
peared to have gone in for an 
aft(>i'nuoi& slumber. The score 
stood fit' 176 for I when Zaheer 
got a touch on the leg side off 
Croft for Murray to hold a diffi¬ 
cult diving and. the all important 
catch. His 93 runs will long 
linger la m.y memory. So will the 
standing ovMQoa echoed at the 
Oval. 

As so oftens happens, the game 
took a turn once the Zehoer 
Majid tide was over. Majid 
played well but his foot work has 
become static and he was lut^y to 
be dropped by Creenidge . at se¬ 
cond slip off HoMifig when he wai 
only 10. He is n good playef, 
but on the decline now. 

Although Croft got two^moA 
vital wickets and B!chA>^ 
bowled his off a|rixmer| 
fruitfully, the man Who |Wl|| 
the stage was Midiaet HaiTOffi 
I saw Holding for the wfe 
He is a great fast bowler, flhlraK 
in build (as he must be for lffi'll 
one pf the few to have, 
jgpmFt Juantorena in A 
rhoi^with a vety rbyHinm wn* 
. im. - He varies his speed am Bhe; 
shortens his run but seMohi bil 
length. Given a few ffl be 
will have a place in the rastoiy Of 
pace in the game. Boberta Alh 
pears 'to have lost pace but has 
added experience and accuracy tn 
his armoury. 

RAJ SINGH DJUNGARPUR 


E NGLAND’S BOWUNG AND 
fielding were stretched to the 
limit before a wonderfully spirited 
effort hy New Zealand was held by 
just nine runs after an agonising 
last half-an-hour of the Prudential 
world Cup semi-final at Old Traf- 
ford. 

As usual England did not make 
enough runs on a good pitch, not 
perhaps conductive to good timing, 
and without the contributions of 
Brearley, (kiocfa, who won the ‘Man 
of the Match’ award, and Randall 
they would have had Ettle chance 
after being put in to bat. 

During the opening stand of 
Wright and Edgar before tea the 
target of 222 looked well within 
New Zealand’s grip, but once John 
Wright was out England took an in¬ 
creasingly tight grip on the match. 

The pitch, however, was one of 
•those on whidi the wholehearted 
slogger can sometimes prosper 
where the elegant stroke-player is 
frustrated. Lees hoisted Hendri.:k 
over mid-on for a six, which Boy¬ 
cott caught with one foot over the 
rope and Caiins hit Botham even 
further. 

With three wickets left, Lees and 
Cairns together and only 25 needed 
from the last three overs, a famous 
New Zealand win was in sight. 

But although Hendrick and Botham 
were both Umping -by now, they 
kept on pitching in or near the 
blockhole. Just in time both bats¬ 
men were removed and the task of 
making 14 in the last over proved 
beyond the last pair. 

I N TOE MORNING, THE ENG- 
land selectors gave priority to 
strengthening the batting, bringing 
in Larkins for Edmonds and dropping 
Randall down to no. 7. In the 
event a batsman there was needed, 
for some valuable wickets were 
thrown away earlier. 

Boycott’s <1x1 not come into this 
category for, having survived a hard 
chance second ball to the wicket¬ 
keeper down the leg side off Troup, 
he was well caught at third slip off 
the first ball of Hadlee’s fifth over. 

Larkins did not have an easy start, 
for Botlung was given away by Had¬ 
lee, or the other four howlers ai 
vanoug shades of medium-pace, and 
oa this slow pitch the bat had to be 
put fordbiy to ball to beat the field. 

‘Well though Brearley played he 
was to make 42 ot the first hi. The 
note was only 38 in the 21st over 
when Laridas. trying to press on. 


went on the back-toot and hit Mc- 
Kecnnie to extra cover. 

TITJIH GOOCH, BREAi'LEY 
IrV achieved the acceleration badly 
needed before. At 94 in the 34th 
over, he was caught at the wicket 
cutting at Coney, slowest of the 
medium-pacers. Gower played his 
one ball with exquisite timing to 
deep cover point and then went for 
a second run for Gooch’s stroke to 
deep mid-on. Boldness had not been 
noticeable in the running so far but 
Gower, after hesitating went for 
a very bold one and was beaten by 
Cairn’s throw to the bowler. 

Gooch hereabouts took a step to 
McKechnie, the All Black fullback, 
and played a magnificent stroke 
straight over the sight screen and 20 



damage which the bowler’s plai 
kidcing did to them last winter. 

Things looked up for Engla 
while Gooch and Botham were a< 
ing 47 in 10 overs but Botham vi 
Ibw hooking violently at a ball whi 
kept rather low. In the 51st ovi 
at 177, Gooch’s fine innings end 
when he dragged a wide ball on to 
the wicket. 

As it was. Randall advanced almost 
exclusively by singles with Taylor 
until an effortless stroke off Cairns 
for six over long-on started a final 
flury of 25 runs in the last three 
overs. 


MICHAEL MELFORD 
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SportsworM Exclusive 


BIG MATCH RUN-UP 


HOW WE HAVE PREPARED 
Mohun Bagan 


P. K. BANERJEE 



W iK STARTED OUR QUEST FOR 
thp league on a low key, winn¬ 
ing our firs! match against Rhratri 
Sangiia by a .solitary goal which 
lame late in the second half from 
the boots <it Xavier I’ius, our only 
oiilsi.ilion recruit. But then slowly 
but .surelv, we picked up momentum 
.igaiiist Wan, Kumaituli and B.N.R. 
Dining the peiiod, we played orga- 
niM-d lootball, with intelligent game- 
iiidking and constructive moves with 
till- r< suit that the goal tally inrrea- 
si il liom three to four to five. (lau- 
i.oii Sarkar and Pra-sun Banerjee 
pt.ivrd an all-round game, the defen¬ 

r «-• •If'.•wr.* .s - » •* 
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ders overlapped timely to help the 
lorwards and we created chances 
after chances which wen* either was¬ 
ted 01 Saved by providence. 

Bui then wc came across Police; 
and Port Trust—two very dc.'fcnce- 
oriented teams that are fighting tor 
relegation and who had no interest 
m scoring goals and whose only aim 
wa.s to contain our forwards What 
happens i.s that if a team fighting tor 
“elegalion lo.ses by a large margin, 
the morale of the team is broken. 
So they adopt this methcKl. In the 
procviss. when fighting with their 
backs to the wall, they give nothing 
away and just like a dying man for 
whom nothing is difficult, they are 
also picpared to take any risk. 'Tlu'y 
actually employiHl eight to nine, 
players to form a double or triple 
rover in and around the penalty box 
and gave very little time and space 
lor my players to manoeuvre. To 
make matters worse, my most dan¬ 
gerous deep penetrator, Bidesh Bose, 
was absent. 

In our match against George Telc- 
graph.s, we played under siinil.tr con¬ 
ditions whc'n they, with a team of 
fine players in Ihcdr ranks, fought 
tooth and nail to keep the .score- 
sheet low. Meanwhile, Xavier be¬ 
came a little uncertain against tough 
body tackicrs and preferred to play 
iroin behind. 

It is quite evident that both Shyam 
Thapa and Ulganalhan are still to 
reach their peak. With Bidesh being 
indisposed for a couple of matches, 
my leD wing was clipped as Tapan 
Das, not being as experienced, could 


hardly do onything in Thit MidUM; 
What Mubun Bagan lacks today is a 
sl(iker who has a lot of thrust and 
dash, who can hold the ball under 
spe<;d and opponcnt.s’ pressure and 
as and when needed, create a move 
tor others, and also take risks to 
finish a goal-bound move with confi¬ 
dence. A yard gained or lost makes^ 
a great diftcrcncc and the strikers 
should be ready to go for the ball. I 
have till date not thought about the 
final composition of the team, but 
one should not be .surprised if Ranjit 
Mukherjec makes it. for I will defi¬ 
nitely try him out. 

On two occasions—once against 
Kumartuli and the other against Po- 
hce—Pratap Ghosh has pruveni his 
vvorth by guarding the Mohun iBagan 
citadal with great competence. Our 
defence has looked formidable, bar¬ 
ring a few misunderstandings or a 
lillle overconfidence, and the mid 
fielders, playing confidently, have 
cieated moves for their forwards and 
at the samc< time fallen back to 
organi.se the defence when nccdcHl, I 
am sure if G.-)utam. Pra.siin. Subrata,« 
Shyamal, Pradip and whoever plbys 
m the other position (among Dilip, 
Compton and Sudhir) function well, 
the prc-s.sure on the forward line will 
I all. 

For, alter all. it we inUmd win¬ 
ning the game, my forwards must 
play well. I have in my ranks the 
two fastest wingers in the country 
today and if they are -not too per¬ 
plexed - -that will bc'- there to a cer¬ 
tain extent — they should create 
trouble in the cippo.sition camp. They 
are well organised and if they func¬ 
tion properly, wc should have a fair 
command over the match. For Ma- 
nash Bhattacharjee, Bidesh Bose, 
.Sliyani I'hapa, Xavier Pius, Tapan 
Das and Ranjit Mukherjec, it is a 
year Of paramount importance to * 
prove whether in the futuie they 
will be considercid as a part of the 
finest and the most dependable for¬ 
ward line of the country. As it .stands 
today, they have a lK!lR>r goal ave¬ 
rage (though nowhere near last 
year’s record) than their well-known 
rivals. 

ihe potential danger in the East 
Bengal team is Surojit Sengupta and 
they have in their ranks the best 
goal-getting player in the country 
texlay in Shabbir Ali, for whom last 
year was not at all good. He has im¬ 
proved tremendously this year and 
the.se two players must be marked 
clasely by my defenders. Wc will not 
be able to play through the middle 
or by lifting the ball as they have 
Manoranjan Bhattacharjee and Gur- 
dev Singh, both good and powerful 
headers and tacklers of the ball. But 
mv strong point is my mid-field, which 
will make the game for the forwards, 
but I will not go further with my 
strategy as ‘the rat will be out of 
the bag'. 

Because of the newpapers and the 
publicity that went with it, we Star¬ 
ted the season as underdogs. But I 
can say one thing definite^: We 
will not take the ground on July 7 
as that 



Coach P. K. Banerjee (third from left) gMa his boys through their paces 



East Bengal 


\RUN GHOSH 



BEFORE THE START OF THE 
y 1979 football season East Bengal 
lub had already built up an assur- 
ig record. The Durand success had 
morale-boosting effect. Besides, the 
lub authorities yuerc successful jn 
ciTuiting some talented players from 
1 C Punjab in the north and Karna- 
ika in the south to stren^hen the 
uni further. The lo.ss of Samaresh 
Pintu) Chowdhury, Ulaganathan, 
apan Das and Ranjt) Mukherjee was 
ompensated fully by the inclusion of 
lurdev, Harjinder and Manjit Singh 
rom Ihinjab, Devraj and Mathews 
rom Karntaka and, of course, the 
figerian striker David Williams, 
ither recruits included Siibhash 
thowmick (Mohan Bagan), Kajal 
Siaflerjee (BNR) and Amit Cuba 
George Telegraph). 


It was a question of combining the 
Afferent styles, methods and tactics 
nth which they were assodaMbd. For 
sample, the Punjab boys believe in 
ofty dearanoes and long passes, 
idioreas the teams from the south 
onoentraEe on short passes. Thu< 
triking a balance between these two 
sntradicting styles is certainly a diffi- 
uki proposition. Moreover, one cannot 
gnore the differences ot language, 
labits, customs and so on. 


The chib failed in the Sait Nagjee 
nd Stafford tournaments mainly he- 
Buse cff lack of comdinatioii. Time 
ras too short Nevertheless, these 
aihires had a telling effect on ttie 
lorale of the team. 


At the time oi writing tiiis article, 
last Bengal have played 10 matdies 
nd eam^ 20 points. In the process, 
hey have scored 21 goals and con- 
eded tlwo — giving an average of less 
han two goab per match whidi is far 
rom satinacloiy. Let us try to 


analyse why the resutb have belied 
expectations. 


Of the three goalkeepers of the 
team, Bhaskar Ganguli is rated as one 
of the besti in India today. No doubt 
he is mature and is at the peak of 
physical fitness. But he was respons¬ 
ible in some way or other in conced¬ 
ing two goals so far. Among the 
reserves tihcrc is Tarun Bose who 
reqtliros no lintroductiun and Amit 
Guha, who has to fight for hi.s 
chance. Anyway, East Bengal do not 
have any problems with goal- 
keeping. 


Chinmoy Chat'.erjee was on the in¬ 
jured list at the start of the season 
and was forced to miss a few 
matches. His flair fur al.tack is good 
but he has to brush up on his defen¬ 
sive role. Mathews, from Karnataka, 
was fairly impre.s.sive in the matches 
he played for the club. The other 
wingback, Sa'vajit Mitra, is in good 
shape this season. He is very sound 
in his approach, but his drawback is 
that he .sometimes loses concentra¬ 
tion and goes for a quick tackle, 
only to be bca’cn by the opponents. 


Monoranjan lihattacharya is now 
at the peak of his form and is a 
very dependable .stopper-back. He 
seems to have totally forgdltcn the 
serious injury he suffered in the 
Bordoloi tournament. He is now con¬ 
fident enough to “press” the 
opponents, which essentially means 
going for forced tadcles in 
midfield before an opponent’s 
attack can develop. Gurdev 
.Singh's plus point is his distribu¬ 
tion from the deep. His high, spinning 
lobs-are deceptive and can be 
dangerous to the opposing defence. 
Sbyamal Ghosh is also fit and sound 
and will surely avail the opporlunity 
to show his 


InififiA^th^e’were ‘cioul^s^out 
Devraj’s success in Calcutta, but this 
talent^ player has improved with 
every outing and now has managed to 
win the hearts of the fooi.fcall-loving 
people. It is surprising that a lean a 
lanky man like him can taken on so 
much work-load. If he passes the ball 
to tie right wing po.sition, he will, in¬ 
variably rush forward to support the 
winger and if the ball is reversed, he 
will run across to get to the ieRi wing 
position. If he can maintain this fomt, 
he yrill surety be an asse'J to the team. 


The other regular linkman, skipper 
Prasanla Banerjee, is impressive on 
his day but below par on another. 
Manjit, with all his experience, and 
young Kajal Chatterjee can also fit in. 
One must mcoffion that at one stage, 
the club was worried about the suc¬ 
cess of the linkmen, but gradually 
the elements of doubt and uncer¬ 
tainty an disappearing. 

The team’s main problem lies with 
the forward line. With Harjinder 


Singh injured, team-building has be¬ 
come difficult. Mihir Bose, a great 
success in idle last two seasons, is pass¬ 
ing through a bad match. His failure 
to score has shaken his confidence. 
David Williams has tremendous shoot¬ 
ing power but larks experience. But 
one is hopeful about his eventual 
success. 


Subhas Dhowmick, now a vcikTan, 
is trying hard to regain his touch 
and once he gets over the ini «al un¬ 
certainties, he can be of some help 
to the club. Mir Sajjad, apart from 
scoring a few goals in the earlier 
mafehes, lias no‘i dune much to justify 
his reputation. 


Thus the club is left with just two 
'in-form' forwards — Surojit Sengup'B 
and Shabbir Ali. Surojit is more or 
less doing the role of a schemer 
while Shabbir is in real good form 
this season — .striking and at the 
same time trying to hold the game qt 
the midfield. 


J HAVE ALWAYS SAID THEM IS 
no reason to underestimate 
Mohun Bagan. In fact, of the ‘Big 
Three’, they are the only team to 
retain all from last year's .side. _ So 
the problem of lark of understanding, 
co-ordination and combination does 
not exist. They have done reasonably 
well till now without conceding a 
single goal in eight outings. 


Mphun Bagan have a pair of ex¬ 
perienced and able linkmen in 
Gautani Sarkar and Prasun Banerjee. 
They are in good shape and creditably 
shouldering the responsibility of 
scheming from the midfield. No doubt 
Mohun Bagan’s sutress will depend 
considerably on these two men. 

Their two wingers Bidesh Bose and 
Manash Bhattacharya are young and 
very fasL They spell danger in al¬ 
most every match. Both of them have 
the ability to score too and will 
require a constaati watch. Striker 
Xavier Pius is a talented footballer 
and it is only a matter of time before 
he seriles down and shows his clas.s. 
He has plenty of big match experi¬ 
ence behind him and can always rise 
to the occasion during a crucial 
encounter. 

True, this year Mohun Bagan has 
an efficient man under the bar in 
Pratap Ghosh, but so far he has never 
been really lasted. Their deep 

defence is sound. Subroto Bhatte- 
charya is their key man here, with 
able support from the experienced 
Pradip (ibowdhury. 


But no prediction can be made 
abous the outcome of a match bet¬ 
ween East Bengal and Mohun Bagan. 
All depends on the performance, per¬ 
severance and the ability to overcome 
the nervous tension. 






Players and 
prestige 

H ow DO PLAYERS APPROACH 
• Us (B«tch? We spoke to 
the kadins players lo both teams. 

UdHlA Basaa: AR players 
were agreed on two things. One, 
this particular tie 1$ complete 
(Afferent from other matches be¬ 
cause of reasons that go beyond 
the match. Two, no me dared 
predict the outcome rf the mahdi. 
saying in almost Mentical langu¬ 
age that there was too mudh ten¬ 
sion involved and goals, if scored 
at all came more by accident 
than by design. 

Here's what they had to say: 

Sntootd Bhattaehartet I take 
every Mohun Bagan^ast Bengal 
match as a prestige fight, because 
there is a tradition bemad this 
match. 

Shyam Thapa: In Calcutta, the 
tension is much more than outside 
Calcutta. I have been getting 
goals in the crucial match tor the 
last four years, .in whichever 
colour 1 have donned, hut it all 
happens within a few seconds and 
IS not always planned. Ours is a 
set team except a few dianges 
Though they' are a star-studded 
team they have not been able to 
combine well 

Prasun Banerjee: This year it 
is a prestige issue for us. they’ 
have recruited so many outstation 
playerfr->all of whom are good. 
'They' are definitely better on 
paper. So this year, we start as 
the underdogs, but we wilt defi¬ 
nitely give off our best 

Mauah Bhattacharlw : After 
tbe Rovers, we did not play in amr 
tournaments whereas thmr' have 
played In tbe Nagiee attd Stafford 
csmpetttteiu. But we have been 
practising for a long time and we 
expect to pUy well 

BMeili Beat: Tbe caacB WiB 
be a better person to a^ regerd- 
> inf our preparation. But this 
akatcb » dmerent Yon know 
how t per s on who sees his house 
is baraMg is « shocked tiiat be 
be^net taMdess^lt is tbe sgoie 
wltb us. JBM matiA.bas a ti»> 
-meadeus meet. 


CoawWm DPftas 

different bsosiuu ‘ 
big dasb nod 

We mv psactlsiaf tad d^, 
i^ely jbur ponit is bb^ 


Pdtt, tbe captain of the 
team, declined to say anything. 

East Beagd: Like Mohun 
Bagan, East-Bengal players also 
declined to predict the outcome 
of tbe match. Ihey also admit¬ 
ted that luck Is an important fat- 
tiw ia that particular game. Here 
are the views of East Bengal's 
four key men on an East Bengal 
versus Mohun Bagan tie. 

SnroBt Seagopta: No. 1 have 
never played up to my expecta- 
tims agalost Mohun Bagan—at 
least ia Calcutta. All the league 



matches are of equal ^lue, but 
an East Bengal-Mohun Began en¬ 
counter always gets extra impo^ 
tance. The two clubs are tradi¬ 
tional and arch rivals and in a 
match between the two, tension 
iust has to be there. 1 ^sparate- 
ly try to keep myself cool before 
that particular encounter, but 
somehow get tensed. 

An East Bengal-Mohun Bagan 
match in tbe league and that in 
the IPA Shield does not make 
any difference to me, but there is 
a lot Of difference in matches out¬ 
side West Bengal In Calcutta, 
we stay with the public even two 
hours brfore ^e kick-off. They 
have diffOrent demands—someone 
wants a ticket, someone a goal. 
This puts unnecessary pressure 
on us. 

A win against Mohun Bagan 
ipereaN the Sj^t of all the in¬ 
dividual players end tbe team es 
a whole. But one cannot predict 
the. outoune of an East Bengal- 
Mohun Bagan match because luck 
plays an impmtant factor. I 
know It sounds fnotiah to give 
fapportance to a factor Bke *Iuck'. 

I dmi't believe in any supe^ 
atttfam. But don’t mix up super 
ititkKi wHh the worship of g^od. 
,1 sometimes go to a temple, but 
J' apt remilarly and I don’t have 
gear hard-and-fast rule about 


going there before an East 
Bengal-Mohun Bagan match. 

Shabbir AU: My first Bast 
Bengal Mohun Bagan match ex- , 
penence was not very pleasant, t 
played only one match before we 
met Mohun Bagan in the crucial 
league tie last year. I had eight 
to nine months lay-off from com¬ 
petitive football before that, so 1 
naturally wasn't in perfect condi¬ 
tion The standard of that parti¬ 
cular encounter was very poor 
and I was criticised because people 
expected too much from me. 

To me all matches are of 
equal importance—^whether it is 
against Spoiting Union or against 
Mohun Bagan. In my early play¬ 
ing days, I used to get tense. But 
now there is no such tension, not 
even before an East Bengal- 
Mohun Bagan match. 

I don't believe in superstitions, 
but if some club official asks me 
to do such and such things before 
the start of a match I neser ob¬ 
ject I want to tell )ou a small 
story I don't go to bed before 
11 or 1130 pm. Last year, the 
night before the East Bengal- 
Mohun Bagan match. 1 was as 
usual sitting at the petrol pump 
opposite Lotus Cinema (you wilt 
find me there till 11 p.m. every 
night) when I heard someone re¬ 
mark' Tomorrow is the crucial 
match and Shabbir is gossiping 
here till 10 o’clock I immediate¬ 
ly left the place and went to bed. 
What will vou «av about this— 

Is it superstition ^ 

I don’t want to predict the 
outcome of a match because 1 
don’t believe in such things. Luck 
is of course there, but unless you 
work hard, how can .you expect « 
favour from your luck^ 

MoaeraaiaB Bhaltxdiaiya* No 

comment on last year’s perfor¬ 
mance because my duty is to 
play and it is vou critics’ duty to 
comment. 

Also, no predlctiooi about the 
July 7 tie. True—^luck has a role 
In an East Bengal-Mohun Bagan 
tie, but that's not the most Im¬ 
portant factor. Tbe performance 
of tbe teams ultimately decides 
issue. 

I never get tensed not even 
against Mobun Bagan. ^d' 1 
don’t believe in any superstition. 

Devrt}: Every match is of 
equal importance to me whether 
it is against a junior club or 
against a team h'ke Mohun Bagan. 
No unnecessary tension and also 
no faith in superstition. 

ALOK 0AS6UPTA and 
SARAJIT DEB 
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East 

Bengal vs 

Mohun 

Bagan 

ARIJIT SEN 

<<¥ OOK — 1 WON'T EVEN TELL 
ray wife what strategy I'll 
adopt on July 7", P. K. Banerjee 
says. Arun Ghosh voices the same 
sentiment. Both coaches arc under¬ 
standably tense about the most im¬ 
portant match of the year on the 
Calcutta maidan. Mohun Bagan and 
East Bengal are usually billed to 
meet each other about four or five 
times a season — if one includes the 
IFA Shield, Federation Cup, Hovers 
Cup and Durand Cup tournaments — 
but the tie that generates the most 
heat is the one in the Calcutta Foot¬ 
ball League. This is a presitge fight 
and one that forms the talking point, 
for the year. 

The teams have so far met 89 
times in the league over the years. 
While Mohun Bagan have won 26 
times. East Bengal have been victo¬ 
rious on 34 occasions. The number 
of goals scored by Mohun Bagan is 
69. while the tally for £a.st Bengal 
is 71. 

But overall statistics such as these 
don’t mean much for a game to be 


played in 1979. This year's form of 
the respective teams and tiieir play¬ 
ers is. far more relevant- And, In 
this context, it will be interesting to 
note that while East Bengal Scorhd 
21 goals in ten outings, Mohun 
Bagan put in 27, in just nine outings. 

While this proves that Mohun 
Bagan has better striking power, it 
also poin's to a certain amount of 
uncertainty in East Bengal's midfield 
— becau.se the source of most at¬ 
tacks is that region of the ground 
and depends on those who man it 
Even in defence. East Bengal don’t 
seem to have settled down yet The 
fact that they have let in two goals 
is not as important as the number of 
occasions on which providence inter¬ 
ceded on the club’s behalf to prevent 
j debacle. 


Conversely, the Mohun Bagan 
backs have let very little away and, 
barring one occasion, against Udder- 
imre. have not allowed any opposi¬ 
tion to encroach deep into their 
territory. 

But the entire picture changes if 
one studies the performance graphs 
of the two teams. Mohun Bagan 
started quite strongly, after the ini¬ 
tial “feeling around” in the first en¬ 
counter, with Bhratri Sangha, which 
yielded full points but jusl one goal. 
But, in the succeeding matches, the 
team went from strength to strength 
until, against Bengal Nagpur Rail¬ 
way. the league champions slammed 
in five without reply. But territorial 
supremacy apart, the team has found 
it difficult to score in subsequent 
outings — and it took more than 
luck to net three goals in the last 


six minutes of play against-Sportfaij 
Union. 

East Bengal, however, have a dif 
ferent tale to telL When they com 
menced their quest for the leagm 
title, even the most rabid fan fel 
the days ahead would be difficult, t 
fact made more painful becaust 
there were lo many so-called stars ii 
the team. Five of the outstatioi 
recruits had represented the countr; 
even before they donned East Benga 
colours, while another, David Willi 
ams, would certainly have done n 
had he been an Indian national 
But their performance — taken ii 
totality — was depressing, to say thi 
least 

At the beginning, there seemed ti 
be total chaos, with injuries addini 
to the problems of effective combi 
nation. A lot of luck went into a 
least three of the single-goal victoriei 
that the team recorded against quitt 
unpretentious opposition. But gra 
dually, the players seemed to settb 
down. With Gurdev making les 
mistakes, the defence seemed 't< 
group together more cohesively 
Most of all, the midfield- underwen 
a welcome change. 

Since then. East Bengal’s wcakes 
area has gradually transformed it 
self into the strongest. Devraj ii 
now working overtime to make ui 
for his poor display at the outset 
Prasanto Banerjee was forced out ol 
the match with Aryan because o! 
an injury, but his understudy, Kaja 
Chatterjee, made a superb debut 
This player has a future in any bif 
club and will constantly pose i 
threat to his own compatriots for a 
berth in the team. East Bengal’! 
weakest zone, surprisingly, is ui 
front, where a battery of nine out 



standing performers were cxpc'.leil 
—at the start of the lague — to blit£ 
through all opposition. Tlic attack 
is strangely muted, even now. des 
pite the active as.sistance of the 
medios. 

F ootball is a. team game, 

but the Mohun Bagan-East Ben¬ 
gal match will be built up essentially 
on a few individuals and their 
performance in that particular 
match. 

East Bengal will depend a great 
deal on Bhaskar Ganguly, the be.st 
custodian in the country today. 
Although he has made a few mis¬ 
takes in the ten outings seen .so far. 
he is normally a tower of strength 
who is literally not beaten until the 
ball enters the goal. Time and 
again, he has saved the team from 
total collapse with ncar-rairaculous 
saves. 

In the deep defence, the tw.o play¬ 
ers who are normally dependable are 
Manoranjan Bhattacharjec and Satya¬ 
jit Mitra. Right fullback Chinmoy 
Chatterjee was apparently suffering 
from post-injury lethargy when he 
allowed Aryan to score. He has not 
played outstandingly even on ■' a 
single occasion so far, but his expe¬ 
rience should sec him through in the 
crucial July 7 tie. Gurdev Singh 
usually receives the ball and tackles 
quite confidently, but his passing and 
heading are suspect even in favour¬ 
able situations. 

The linkmcn’.s prowess has been 
discussed before, but the forward 
line leaves a lot to be de.sired. Since 
Surajit Sengupla never seems to be 
at his best on “big” occasions, almost 
the entire responsibility of leading 
the attack will rest on Shabbir AH. 
who has turned out to be the most 
opportuni.stic forward in Calcutta 
today. David Williams may be called 
upon to man the left flank. That is, 
if Mir Sajjad does not live up to his 
coach’s expectations. The greatest 
disappointment for the club has been 
Mihir Bose’s form. This normally 
thrustful striker has been going from 
ba|} to worse this season, making 
matters worse for hi.mself by trying 
to score goals when they are not 
there. Coach Anin Ghosh may draw 
on the experience of Subhash Bhow- 
mik on this special occasion, piore 
for his reputation as a terror for 
Mohun Bagan than his showing in 
the league so far. 

The Mohun Bagan attack is the 
most potent in Calcutta today. The 
speed and ball control of the two 
flankmen, Manash Bhattacharjee and 
Bidesh Bose have been proved over 
and over again, but a lot will depend 
on their showing on that fateful day. 
While Manash did not shape up too 
well against East Bengal last year, 
Bidesh Bose seems to have lost much 
of the magic in his feet this season. 
Striker Tapan Das has shown a lot of 
aggression, but has muffed the easiest 
chances received by an^ player sn 
far. His habit of moving — with 
the ball at least two paces ahead of 


him — has been hi.s undoing on 
most occasions. Xavier Pius, Mohun 
Bagan’s only oulstation recruit this 
year, has shown good positional 
.sense, but has not been able to back 
if up with the necessary da.sh. His 
fear of direct tackles rediiws him to 
just an average player. Coach P. K. 
Bani-rjer may have to opt for Shyam 
Thapa. veteran of many battles and 
more' often than not the match-win¬ 
ner, whether he is playing for Mohun 
Bagan or East Bengal. 

REPUTATION DOESN’T ALWAYS 
reflect a player's form. In Mohun 
Bagan, this is the case with linkman 
Pra.sun Bancrjce. He has been well 
below his best this season, thus mak¬ 
ing Gautani Sarkar work overtime to 
man the midfield. But the latter has 
bc'en playing consistently well and 
should certainly do so against his 
former club East Bengal, from which 
he had been ignominously ousted a 
few years ago. 

Mohun Bagan’s deep defence has 
been functioning quiffe well—but 
what will happen under continuous 
pre.ssure is anybody’s guess. Dilip 
Pa lit, the captain of the side, has not 
being playing well, while Shyamal 
Banerjee has been careless on occa¬ 
sions. Stopper-backs Subroto Bhatta¬ 
charjec and Pradip Choudhury have 
played quite well, but the over-confi- 
dence of the former is something to 
watch out for. In the one outing so 
far, Samar Bhattacharjee did nol 
allow fans to miss Choudhury, but he 
may not be allowed to play in the 
crucial encounter. Goalkeeper Pratap 
Ghosh is still largely untested and one 
doesn’t know whether he will be 
preferred to last year’s ‘regular’, 
Shivaji Banerjee. 

The crucial players for East Ben¬ 
gal will be Surajit Sengupla, Sha¬ 
bbir AH, Devraj, Manoranjan Bhatta¬ 
charjec and Bhaskar Ganguly. For 
Mohun Bagan, the ones to watch arc 
Gautam Sarkar, Subroto Bhattachar¬ 
jee and Shyairi Thapa. if he plays. 
These are the pl.ivers who will de¬ 
cide the fate of the match—beside, 
of course, Fate it.sclf. 

One thing can be predicted with 
a certain amount of confidence. The 
game will be largely defence-orien¬ 
ted. with both sides trying lo first 
.secure their defen.scs. Mohun Bagan 
always begin with a flourish—-altaok- 
ing from the word go—but one can¬ 
not see that team going all out 
through the match. That would be 
too dangerous—and both sides will 
prefer precaution to punch. 

While East Bengal will try to immo¬ 
bilise the oppo.sition’.s wings, Mohun 
Bagan will concentrate on Surajit 
Sengupta and Shabbir Ali. The le.suit 
will probably be a barren tie but 
then, in this kind of an cncoulnei 
where nervous tension always wins, 
one never knows who will do what. 
For the moment, Mohun Biigan fans 
can derive some hope fmin astrologer 
Samarendranaih Da.s’s prcdiilion. Ac¬ 
cording to him, the maroon and greeft 
are favourites to win. 


More on 
Harjinder 



E ast Bengal’s new re- 

emit, Harjinder Singh, will 
definitely miss the dab’s crucUiI 
league tie against Mohun Bagan, 
billed for July 7. According to bis 
doctors, there were signs of a 
small blood clot hhving been for¬ 
med on the player's left thigh, 
which called for a minor opera¬ 
tion. This means further delay in 
recovery and Harjinder will not 
be able to represent his chib at 
least till mid-July. 

During an exhibition match In 
Calcutta before the start of the 
league. Harjinder pulled a musde. 
He wan ed to take complete rest, 
hut his dub officials forced him 
to play in another exhibition tie 
at Siliguri where he afgain sus¬ 
tained an injury in the same place. 

Harjinder was taken to a doctor 
who advised him to take two 
injectiuns. These brought him 
temporary relief but uitima'ely 
turned out to be harmful. 

Harjinder changed his doctw 
immediately. The second doctor 
■told him tu take complete rest. 
As the former Punjab forward 
looked fit, the Ea.st Bengal offidals 
included him in the match against 
Tollygunge Agragami. "When you 
play in competitive football you 
have to go all out. I was trying 
to play normally, but within live 
minutes from the kick-off. I had a 
muscle-pull again. I was then 
unable to even walk fast and was 
forced to leave the field after 
some time”, said Harjinder. 

Harjinder also tried hnrooeopa- 
Ihy, but ult.mately gave it up as 
it takes more time. 

Harjinder, iiowever, looked sad. 
“Some people are saying that I 
am playing tricks with the club. 
That’s absolutely false. I have 
come here to play. I want to 
play. But if 1 can’t even run, 
bow can one expect me to pby a 
game like fooE ilI?” 

ALOK DASGUPTA 


is 



News! National 


\iFA LEAGUE 

Mohun 
iBagan run 
close 

E ast iilngal crossed a stiff 

hurdle in the Calcutta Football 
LeaKue rather easily when the Aryan 
Club defence quite inexplicably caved 
in with the start of the second se¬ 
ssion of their exhibition encounter. 
Anyone sceiiiK the first half of play 
would have wondered how there 
could be such a transformation in the 
quality and standard of the Aryan 
deep defence in the space of a ten- 
minute lemon break. However, East 
Bengafs margin of victory—4-1— 
was impressive and a spectacular i||oal 
by the newcomer to the team, link¬ 
man Kaial Chatterjee, served to keep 
the fans happy. However, individual 
performances were very unimpres¬ 
sive. East Bengal’s worries after this 
match will ccrtanily not end with a 
post-mortem on how the club conce¬ 
ded the second goal. 

By a strange coincidence, all the 
three big teams figured in very 
tough matches in the week ending 
June 23. East Bengal started out by 
almo.st conceding a point to Kaiighat. 

Mohun Bagan had an even worse 
time against unpretentious Sporting 
Union. Taking things easy from the 
start, they spurned the chances that 


came their way in the first half. 
Then, with time ticking away in the 
second, they began to panic, missing 
even easier chances. It was only 
very fortuitous circumstances—which, 
according to some photographers sitt¬ 
ing behind the Sporting Union goal, 
were brought about by Sporting 
coach Bidyut Mazumdar’s exhorta¬ 
tions—that led to their goalkeeper 
Sanjay Banerjee missing the Hight of 
a floater and Mohun Bagan flankman 
Manash , Bhattacharjee nodding in. 
Once the citadel broke, it crumbled. 
Two more goals came in the space of 
a little over two minutes. 

East Bengal: East Bengal coach 
Arun Ghosh was happy lo sec his 
boys maintain pressure on Aryan 
throughout in their fir.st exhibition 
match of ihe sca.son, but he wai not 
fully satisfied with his team’s perfor¬ 
mance. “David Williams played be¬ 
tter as winger than on other days, 
but to me, the left flank still remains 
a weak line”, Arun Ghosh admitted. 

“My midfield players are now 
funttioning well. 1 was peisonally 
very glad to see Kajal Chatterjee 
play impressively in his very first 
outing. And the goal he scored was 
a gem.” 

Though East Bengal scored as 
many as four goals against Aryan, 
they also conceded the second goal 
of the season that day. “How did you 
score the goal?” I asked Debasish 
Roy. The Ayran .striker replied: 
"Chinmoy did not notice me. He was 
hesitating with the ball. I gave him 
a shoulder push and stialrht-d the ball 
from him. .*>hnwing Bhaskar that I 
would centre the ball. 1 sent an out- 
swing drive with mv left-tout- and. to 


my delight, saw it en'er the goal." 

Chinmoy Chatterjee, East Bengal's 
international full-back, admitted that 
an error in his decision was respon¬ 
sible for his side conceding the goal. 
“I could have easily sent the ball to 
the galleries, but 1 don't want to play 
destructive footbaH'', disclosed Chin¬ 
moy. “I didn't notice him (Dcba- 
shish). I thought if any player advan¬ 
ced. he would cortie from my left. I 
decided to give an inside dodge, fol¬ 
lowed by an outside dodge and then 
to push the ball to Bhaskar. But 
while I was doing the outside dodge 
Debashish came from my right, cove¬ 
red me first and then pushed me 
with his shoulder. I lost my balance 
and lost control over the ball. My 
colleagues claimed they warned me 
about the player but iinfurtunalcly, 
1 did not hear their (ull.” 

Mohammedan Sporting: If Habib 
and Latifuddin had been absent 
in their tic against BNR, Moha- 
innicdan Sporting may have had 
a sad tale lo tell. Both could have 
abstained from playing because of a 
slecples.s night they bad spent at the 
Hyderabad airport the previous night. 

OHAMMEDAN S. C.’S PERFOR- 
mance was very unimpressive 
on the day. This eighth league match 
Was comparable to the one featuring 
Calcutta Gymkhana. Coach Rahman 
was annoyed with the team's display. 
“All of them played individilally. 
Teamwork wa.s totally missing except 
for just one move among Subhas Roy, 
Habib and .substitute Amolraj. Other- 
wi.se, the performance was bad,” 
Rahman said after the match. 

As Habib put it later: “I am not 
impressed. There were too many 
gaps. Another reason for the bad 
performance is the league fixtures. 
We are having regular practice but 
we are 'osing the tempo because of 
the wide gaps between our matches. 





Shabbir 
best so 
far 

CHUN! (SOSWAMI 
nominatas hf$ footballer 
of the month. 

T^HE CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 
A Lcitgue It ui full twing aad 
aich tivdis Mohun Bagan and 
East Bengal Clubs ate still on 
level terms, neither having lost a 
point Uli the Umc of going to 
pitss Thev are being closely fol 
lowed by Mohammedan Spoiling 
Club Despite tiK’ tact that they 
lust a peunt in then viiy hi si 
match, Mohdinmcdan Spoiling are 
vciy much in the running tor Ihe 
league championship With about 
halt the matches still hit the is 
sue IS ittill wide optn 

Although Muhiin Bagaii and 
Past Bengal liavi not iosi any 
point they havi h id soini aiivious 
moments in the last tew matches 
While Cast Bint'll wi u lathn 
lucky to have secured toll poiiii', 
against Kaligh it Mohun Bugan 


had also a very living time agautid 
Sporting Union — their utniting 
marjpn (3-0) piuvided no mdiia 
tion of the fieiee rumpctitinn on 
the day as Mohnn Ragan go* their 
fiist goal onh six minutis b'foir 
the cloiie 

It would seem that none <>1 Ibe 
three maior teams is in iumpiete 
control ot the xituatiein Howevei 
It li not very uniita'lv, that this 
Iftdinercnt and nnctirtain display 
by the major team tnas ki\« 
to more assertive pei|o>inamis 
with the coming of the monsoons, 
as the idntor teams alwavs bnd 
It difficult to organise then deep 
defence on a slushy held 

As far as team roinbination is 
conrerned Mohun Bagan have 
shown bettfii lesults than the 
othci two teams in the inotitti* 
long pri tonnanti I ast Bcmgal 
and Mohammedan bporimg ax* 
vet to decide on them hrst »le 
Cl ns perhaps Ibev aie a bit <011 
tused with so many leptiUd plav 
eis gicing rolouiless displays 
1 ven then the naiiit s ol Shabbii 
Ah Manoianjan Bhattaehai ya 
Suroiit Sengupta lor I ast Bengal 
Man.ish Blialtac harva (•aiilam 
Sarkai and ot lati Siibiata foi 
Mohun Bagan and Latiluddin and 
Najei b fm Mohammedan bpui 
ling come leadily to mind tor 
their lontiibutions lowaids the 
success of ‘lull rispctlice loams 

Fuilunitclv Man ish .-md (>au 


tnm afe ably supported by other 
meinbei* of their team Gautam 
has all along been a tcnacdous 
player and an average good dts 
ploy is always oxpcctcd of him. 
Manash has shown remarkable 
improvement tbis year altbougb 
lu$ perfotmanre is vet to be tud- 
led against seasoned defenders 
Another player vidio is much im¬ 
proved this veai IS Manoranjan 
Bhattadharva We were appiehen 
sive that hts recent iniury will 
affect fais play, but. toitunately 
hi h,is tallc ociicome this and 
in lull irv As lai as bis heading 
IS (onteinid he has now eoine 
to the stiiiiH of Mohun Bagan's 
bubrato Bhattachanee 


But the man who has been out 
si inding so 1 11 is thabbir Ali 
Witliou iiuich .suppoit tinm his 
mill agues Shabbii is putting Eass 
Beng. 1 l thioiigh almost all by him* > 
self Not only is lu the highest 
store I of his side he has been 
instiumeiital in making many 
othei goals in that respect Ma« 
nasll ran also lake the piide of 
being the hiahest scorei for bi» 
team but hi ha*- undoubtedly, 
beltet suppoii from his team 
mates Shabbir is giving his team 
bie,'hing time eithei bv getting a 
hat tuck 01 piociding his col 
Ic agues with scoring opportunities 
Bv anv count Shabbii Ah ts th» 
iii,i< 111 the month old Calcutta 
tooth ill I r ague 


ul 1 C wf plicid ij'iinsi llWt but 
1 nc M Diiliiig IS fi\( di\s later’ 
id n ill b quite .innoyed 


Ibiie VC I ijiiili I but 11)111 of ii 
fcieiiiij be Robi I li il I ilxii Ic Molii 
iiiiiii (I in liiiiilil liici ao I lie two 


rli HI coils Itu millli wiiinei that 
e line oil Siibli u In aili i fioin .1 cni 
nil cs I III I III i liiiky one 1 BNR 
(iistiietini Kuinl Mukliiiiee fnlid to 
imUi till tliiht III till lull But it 
WI ii mci how till iifiiee over 
looki (I I I'l iiiMiii \nii>|i,ii goil kite 
m lb SI I Olid f s ion II ibib pliviii' 
fni Iht III t Inn in Ins oiit'init for 
w id pn ition diftly pi'sed tiu bill 
to midio Aimili II (iiphung Kha 
bi/’i) wliis( pill iliivir lilt the inner 
ed)< ot tin (lo-piiie dioppid 111 
■ide tin coillini mil i ime 01 1 But 
rinki itiiiifv disallowid it Ibis could 
h tee (II slid confusion hid the home 
silk not tikin I le id earliti The 
lofi lec s jndi'i mi iit on some infringe 
monts also diet not 'eem collect 

Mohun Ragan Mohnn Baguis 
niiteb ig nnst lowly plieid ^poit 
iiq Union was ,1 stoiy ol missed 
(liaiiiis loi Ihe In I til inimitcs ui 
the gime But tin list sis niniuti 
luimid a dilleiint stoiy illivetiui 
lliiii joils will .fOMd with Siibro 
to Bli lit nliaijie and Shv iin Ibapi 
bulling Mu niaik foi tin Inst tiini 
tins siasoii lension s)im id tlnoiigh 
out till 1101111(1 IS till borne teiin 
lould not gi I till goil they want'd 
so di.nlj I \( n eo.ieli I’ K Bnitiiee 
iieivoiislv p.uid about 

R ight jbom nil si art 

Spoilnq Union id ipted a deten 
ive tniic wIkii all thou II playt 1 • 
will seen in Mini own /niii Ibis 





iibbcmh Roy nodding the ball home to seal the fate of B\R 
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Mohun 

Bagan 

shivers 

M ohun hAQAti played 
sporting Union on June 20. 
It was expected that the match 
weidd be a pushover for Mohun 
Bagan, considermg that Sporting 
Unton had only six points from 
the eleven matches they had pla- 
Vcrd till then and was fifth from 
the bottom on the league table. 
Bid when this team on the relega¬ 
tion list managed to hold out for 
SS mmutee, Mohun Bagan coach 
P. X. Banerjee realised he had to 
do something special if his team 
was to score m the IS minutes 
that remained. Below, tn his 
words, is what he Btought and 
did: 

I could see that the forwards 
were jittery, a bundle of nerves. 1 
needed a player who could take 
up any challenge for, at that time, 
the Sporting Union players, all 11 
of whom were crowding their 
goalmouth, were desperate. There 
was only one strategy left, but I 
was reluctant to adopt that. 

This was to adopt the Cup 
Style. This is the strategy you use 
when you see that ail your for¬ 
wards arc marked closely and co¬ 
vered adequately by not one. but 
two, players. Then, since you can¬ 
not score through the ground, you 
take the game to the air. You 
attack throbgh the wings but vou 
ask voiir wingers to keep floating 
the ball in and out so that the 
custodian gets confused about the 
flight of the ball. To implement 
this, you need a player who is 
willing to take risks, is an excep¬ 
tionally good header, remains 
cool, has the ability to score him¬ 
self and create chances lor others. 


But there was no other way. 1 
moved up the tali and well-built 
stopper, Mubrata Bhattacharjee, to 
play as the right striker. Subratu 
is tough, a dic-hard and has the 
ability to head the ball into the 
danger zone. Pradip Chowdhury 
was sent in to replare him and 
Tapan Das was withdrawn. 

The Cup Style was followed by 
the old Hyderabad Police team in 
the days of Yousuf Khan and in 
more recent time.s by the West 
(}erman team in the 1974 World 
Cup when Beckenbauer used to 
hi-ad the ball in for the others to 
score. 

What would have happened 
bad my strategy failed? I prefer 
not to think about that! 




The envy of a classical dancer_«.Subrolo BhttUacharjee shoots to¬ 
wards the Sporting Union goal 


helped them to crowd the penalty 
area and effect first time clearances. 
Hut Mohun Hagan should have been 
at lea.st two goals up at the interval 
when Tapan Das, with a gaping goal 
'n front of him, hit the ball into the 
custodian Sanjov Banerjee and Pius 
headed towards the goal, only to see 
left fullback Dipten Bhowmick save 
from •he line. Fortune finally smiled 
on Mohun Bagan when a Gautam 
rent re was missed by both the custo¬ 
dian and Subroto and Manash, who 
was lying handy, just pushed the 
ball into the open goal to the relief 
of the thous,inds of their fans. Three 
minutes later Subro»o, as If to justify 
his coach’s faith on him. placed in 
the scciind goal off a Shyarn Thaoa 
forward pas.s. The third goal by 
Shyam Thapa was off hi.s shoulders 
after he had failed to get his head 
to it. 

Two Bagan players played for the 
first time this season. Shivaji Baner¬ 
jee and S.imar Bhattacharjee (from 


Eastern Bailway), the tall and lanky 
stopper back. Samar emerged a pro¬ 
mising new find who uses both his 
head and feet with equal proficiency. 
Hi.s interceptions and distributions 
were also, praiseworthy. 

Sporting Union coach Bidyut Ma- 
zumdar, a former Mohun Bagan and 
India player, blamed his goalkeep¬ 
er for the first goal, bat added: “The 
Bagan forwards could 'not score all 
this time because they never changed 
their positions. We were defending 
right from the start and our inten¬ 
tion was to get one point. And we 
nearly succeeded.” But P. K. blamed 
his players for taking the game too 
lightly: “No team should think that 
‘we’ are ‘big’ and the other team is 
‘small’. The gap it sot all that large. 
I hope my players have learnt this 
lesson today.” 

ARIJIT SEK with ALOK DA5GUPTA 
SUBHAS SARCAR and SAHAJIT OEB 

Fix: Nikhil Bhattacharya 



.irHAT^ has happened lo 
iff A/’.iz.'llic player who was 
aih Muhamnu'dan Sportinx 
lit the last three years? 
iuddenly he seems to have 
anished. He did not change 
(tlours in the transfer 
('.ison, nor did he withdraw 
n favour of his old team. 

per the rules, if a player 
lots not withdraw, he is 
till in his old team. So Aziz 

s with Mohammedan Sport' 
iiii! But he is not in Cal- 
iittu—he is still in his home 
own in Kerala. A senior 
ifliciui of Mohaiiimedan 
(porting said: “After the 
4,i^ec final when Akbar, 
jajeeb and Habib were in¬ 
ured, we thought of bring- 
iig back Aziz to help the for- 
varJ line. We were giving 

I a serious thought, hut 
inte there was no 'contract' 
K'tween Aziz and us, u fiesh 
lie had to be made between 
!\, foi he would surely nut 
Live agreed to come over 
ntimut a 'contract'. But 
iheit we deliberated over it, 
/c derided not lo go ahead, 
ecause we didn’t 'know how 
ond his condition was and 
ur coach Kahman Shahib 
liuught lie would not be 
bio to fit into the team." 

II Aziz is .still in Kerala. 

AITF.R THF.IR CONVINC- 
ng victory against At.yon, 
l.i‘.t Bengal, while practis- 
ni! for the forthcoming mat- 
hrs adopted new tactics. 
■|u‘V formed two teams, one. 
•limprising 'senior' and the 
illiei 'junior' players. Tho 
old’ compiised players like 
'iibiias Bhowinik, Surojit 
u'Mgupla. Hhaskar Ganguli. 


Maidan musings 


Curdev Singh, Shabbir Ali 
and others wliiU; the 'young' 
comprised Amit Guha, 
Monuranian Hhattacharjec 
David Williams and some 
others. There was also a 
stake in the match, though 
the amount is not known. 
The 'oldies' lost the match 
with Bhaskar, of all people, 
letting ill as many as 14 
goals, to the opposition’s 
nine. Perhaps he had a 
deal with the 'juniors’, being 
so young himself! 

I N the match against Spurt¬ 
ing Union. Tapan Das 
had missed an ab.solutc 
sitter in the first half. He 
was liim.self very sorry for 
that and was sitting—tho¬ 
roughly dejcfted— after the 
match. In came Ranjit Mii- 
kherjec and, like an elder 
brother, consoled Tapan : 
“Don't worry. This was a 
'small' match. Gut a goal in 
the 'big' motcli and every • 
thing will be alright.” Coach 
P. K. thanked Subroto 
lihallachuriec tur tlie 
goal he scored and also 
for paving the way for 
the others to score, hut 
he was vei v excited and 
kepi on .saying, "I've not 
died as yet. I'lic spectators 
had abused me for they 
thought I would run away, 
hut I told them: ‘support 
the team for the la.st nine 
minutes, fur it lakes only 
10 seconds to create a goal 
and a goal will definitely 


come our way.' “Was I 
wrong?" he a.sked the 
people around. 

AFTER A MORNING 
practice session. Manash 
Dhattacharjre, Bidesh Bose, 
P. K. Bancrjce and Sailen 
Manna were sitting on the 
Mohun Bagan lawns and 
discussing the match against 
Sporting Union in which 
they just scraped through. 
P. K. was telling 'Mannada* 
how he had thought about 
the 'Cup Style' and had app¬ 
lied the method in the last 
15 minutes of the game. At 



ing me to tall hack and ket 
the ball, I was so tired phy* 
slrally and mentally that I 
also was in tears and could 
not go all out." 

GUESS WHERE THB 
Aryan players were for the 
last two days before their 
match against East Bengal? 

It has been reliably learnt \ 
that they were lodged at ? 
the Broadway Hotel. They | 
didn't even turn up for prae ' 
tice on those two days. | 

SHABBIR ALI. THE ACE \ 
striker of East Bengal, - 
whom Mohun Bagan coach \ 
P. K. Bancriee has des* j 
cribed as the best goal* , 
getter in the countif ] 
today, has a peculiar ; 
habit. Each day before 
he enters the field to play 
a match, he takes a 'beauty 
.sleep’ lor an hour. Asked if 
this hampers his game, he 
said: ''l-^ven in Bombay, 
when 1 used lo play for the 
'1'atas, 1 had this habit. It 
doe.sn’t afl'cet me at all.” 


this moment Manash recall¬ 
ed the incident after he had 
''just managed to put iny 
fool forward and in went 
the ball. In the beginning I 
did not believe that a goal 
had actually been scored. I 
was tearing my hair, not 
knowing what to do. Just 
the thought of dropping a 
point against Sporting Union 
• brought tears to mv eyes.” 
Bidesh also joined in: 
“Though Piadipda was tell¬ 


THE DAY BEFORE EAST 
RengdI played Aryan, a 
Sixirlsuun Id rorre.spondcnt - 
met Shabbir Ali lo ask him 
whether lie believed in fore* 
casts. Shdbbii's answer wat 
an emphatic “no", but our 
rorrespiMulciil .said that he 
Was sure lie would store 
two goals against Aryan. 
Shahhii said: “If that hap* 
pens I'll treat von to a soft 
drink, but if I can'l. it will 
he on you.” So Shabbir has 
lost the )M>t. and was not 
at all hesitant to offer the 
soft (liink llie next dav at 
the Fast Bengal ground. 


lhahbir Ali being feted —Mie secrei of his success is a one hour ‘beauty sleep’ before every match 





News: International 


McEnroe 
Boy! Is 
he bad! 

SYDNEY FRISKIN from 
London on the tantrums of 
tennis' superbrat 


I CANNOT THINK OF A TFNNIS 
player who has hit. Iho hcadliaos 
more sensationdlly in recent yefirs 
than John McFnroo who climaxed a 
turbulent week at the Queen’s Club, 
London, by winning the Stella Artois 
grasscourl title. In the final he beat 
tin; I’araguavan Victor I’ecci whose 
name was little known until he learh- 
ed the French final in Paris to push 
himself into the IGth place in the. 
world rankings. 

The 20-ycar old McF’nroe from New 
Vwk will not win a p<)pularily vote 
which, accoiriing to an American 
journalist, is not even worth 20 cents, 
the price of a cup ol cciHee in the 
U.S.A. But Me,Faroe can buy him 
self thou.sands of rups ot collee with 
thci $1100,000 he: ha.s earncKi this year 
and that docs not include the chec|uo 


for more than £9,000 earned at the 

■ Queen’s Club. His court behaviour 

■ is so abrasive as to make the more 
facetious Hie Nastase look like an 
angel but the hyper-sensitive Mo 
F.nrcK* (who has upset players, offi- 
ciaLs and spectators alike) cares not 
fur public opinion. Uc would rather 
be thought of as tlic Bad Boy of 
tennis than not be noticed at all, he 
says. In other words, it is belter to 
be a ruthless winner than a populat 
loscir. 

At the first sight McEnroe looks 
sullen and in.scrutable. Yet off-court 
he can actually smile even when talk¬ 
ing to the Press, although at times 
he can b<! di.strc'.ssingly aggressive. 
Once the action on the court begins 
the smiles vanish and the faces be 
pulls suggest that he is punishing 
tiimself. “I did try once to play 
without making a face but it lasted 
just five minutes and then I gave up. 
It was. ruining my game:.’’ 

He challenges the* umpires’ deci¬ 
sions and sums up bis attitude by 
saying ; “If .some blind official givc:s 
a bum decision against me I want 
every one to know f’vc; been robbed.” 
Spec tators and photographers who 
disturb his concentration are sum¬ 
marily put in their place. 

F McENBOE IS NOT TOE BEST 
of friends with the Press, he has 
certainly kept them bu.sy. Type- 
writt-rs have rlatteri<d and sporU 
editors have been tearing their hair 
oir for stories about McEnroe’s tan¬ 


trums some of which have evoked 
several unflattering observations. 
Among other tbing.s he has been 
described as "superbrat”, ‘‘supersulk," 
‘‘the cantankerous kid of tennis.” He 
has been called petulant, ill-temper¬ 
ed, arrogant and finally epitomised 
as a combination of American rude¬ 
ness and Irish temper. He insists 
that he has come here to win. If 
this is his philosophy, we have to 
ask ourselves whether he is making 
more of a reputation as a trouble¬ 
maker than a player. Most of the 
Sunday papers in London went to 
town over the rumpus that clouded 
his third round match at Queens Club 
apinst Vijay Amritraj. McEnroe, 
after much argument with the refe¬ 
ree and the umpire, received a 
penalty point for his tardiness in 
starting the match but the umpire, 
unfortunately, made a technical error 
in the application of the law whidi 
made even the u.sually placid Amrit¬ 
raj do his share of the compl.iining. 
I think one critic was singularly fair 
by saying that a technical error suc;h 
as McEnroe sufferc'd in this match 
could hardly have helped the com¬ 
posure of a player who .seeni.s acute¬ 
ly siLspicious of all citficiaLs anyway. 

In the next match ag.iinsi Sandy 
Mayei the scene was even iiioit un¬ 
pleasant. A disputed call provoked 
McEnroe into asking the umpire 
what his name was and threatening 
to eii.-tiiiT that he would never ap¬ 
pear on his court again. After thi.s 
somewhat hasty rem.iik MiF.nroe 
taler .showed some contrition which 
might have been in.spired by one of 
the new.spaper headlines. It .said it 
was time fur him to put away chil¬ 
dish things. 

Rut despite his repell.iiit atiitudc 
McEnrcM' has ('eri.iinly to he ad¬ 
mired and like it or hinip it Ihc 
tennis world i.s going to have to put 
up with him tui at least ten years. 
Who knows th.ii when he bc'cumes 
a man next year he may ri-ally pul 
away rhildi.sh lhing.s and mcmd his 
ways. 

So much lor the man Now wh.it 
about his playThis lett-hundc'd 
genius has power, style and crnfl 
togellicT with asloni.shing spc'ed on 
(he court His .service is .stiong and 
his ground .strokes lethal. Yet occa¬ 
sionally he does . produce something 
iinexpecied, a deceptive* .stopvollc'y 
which seems fo make not only the 
game itself but also the whole world 
come to a sudden halt. In hi.s final ag¬ 
ainst Pecci McEnroe made no displays 
of ill temper. He served five double 
faults, got himself into several tan- 
•gles, muttered self-critical asides and 
dropped the first set on a tic-break 
at 7-6. But the remaining two sets 
were sheer devastation in the process 
of which the dispirited Pecci won 
only one game in each of them. John 
McEnroe may not be everybody’s 
darling but he is a strange persona¬ 
lity. In the words of Prof, load it is 
that which is different in man that 
makes him interesting and McEnroe 
undoubtedly is different. 


John McEnrot; —lfi<; acrimonious gvn-us 




Tragedy 
of Mike 
Procter 

PBac9 with Packer hasn't 
brought smiles to . 
everybody. 

I MAGINE WINNING PROMOTION 
in your job when you had long 
since thought all chance had passed 
you by, then suddenly been told that 
the position was cancelled and you 
were back to square one. 

That, in effect, was the fate of Eng¬ 
lish cricket’s most popular import 
when Kerry Packer ^eed to wind 
up the controversial affairs of World 
Series Cricket. For Mike Procter is 
a South African and for him. Pac¬ 
ker had made a dream come true. 


The greatest tragedy of the cur¬ 
rent World Cup is that it will be 
completed without an appearance 
by Procter. In 1970, when he played 
the last of his paltry seven Tests he 
was beU^apparent to Gary Sobers 
and the world's finest all-rounder. 
Pefhaps he still is but politics have 
prevented any proof. 

When Packer split cricket’s chum¬ 
my wofld b 1977, only Procter and 
the other South Africans escaped 
blame and recriminations. It was 
rightly accepted that their dedsioqs 
were not purely mercenary; an Aus¬ 
tralian commercial dispute had given 
them a belated passport to criwet’s 
elite. 

Now it has gone and Procter ad¬ 
mits : “My feelings are mixed. 1 
really don’t know what to think. 
Being selfishly personal I’m sad be¬ 
cause it meant a great deal to me 
and I enjoyed being part of it But 
the game is more important than any 
individual and in that respect I’m 
glad, because it must be the right 
thing for cricket” 

The stocky, slightly chubbyfaced 
features of Procter has almost be¬ 
come accepted as something English, 
now that he has completed more than 
a decade of distinguished service at 
Gloucestershire. No one, probably 
not even Hammond or Jessop has 
commanded such adulation from 
Bristolians. It is all he has left now 
and be knows it. 

“If playing WSC had meant leav¬ 
ing Gloucester, I would have been 
very upset. It is a great party of 
my life now. 1 have a home in 
Bristol and I hope I’ve got a future. 
All the ambitions I have left in cric¬ 
ket are connected with achieving 
success here,’' he remarked. 



Mike Procler—still the world’s finest 


I asked if be had ever thought 
of qualifying for England but the 
answer was proud and prompt. “I 
believe that Test cricket is about 
playing for your own country—and 
whatever else happens. I'm .still 
South African. I would never want 
to play as an impont. 

“Being a realist. I accepted long 
ago that f would never play Tests 
again. Although South Africa has 
achieved ‘normal’ multi-racial cri- 
ket, there is far more to It than the 
sports bodies can ever settle. 

“World Series gave my career 
some icing that I had never envis- 



allrounder? 


aged. Naturally I hoped it would 
go on — I had just agreed terras 
for a few contracts — but who am 
1 to argue against such a settle¬ 
ment ?■’ 

And who believed Procter’s pow¬ 
ers were waning were disillusioned 
the same week by the best bowling 
of his career — 8-30 against Worces¬ 
tershire. With a brief smile, this 
friendly 32-year-old admits : ’‘I’ll 
play on for just a couple more 
years... but then I’ve been saving 
that sinre 1974.” 


ALAN LEE. LONDON 
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3HESS SlffERSTARS 
OFTAMLNADU 

s it Just a coincidence that the top four seeds in 
:hess come from one State ? ASHOK KAMATH 
■inds out. 


r .N.PARAMESWARAN, V. RAVl- 
kuinar, Ravi Sekhar and Manuel 
laron, in that order, are currently 
he top four chess players of this 
ountrv. India boasts of two inter- 
ational Masters — Manuel Aaron 
nd Ravikumar, who is also the 
eiftning Asian junior champion. The 
ational boys’ junior and sub-junior 
itlcs are held by M. Ramcsh and 
*aul Arokiaraj, respectively. Para- 
aeswaran, Ravikumar. Ravi .Sekhar, 
karon, Ramesh and Arokiaraj — all 
ail from the State of Tamil Nadu, 
'he Dravidian partisan probably has 
eason enough to pull out his chest 
nth a deep breath and gloat over 
his remarkable phenomenon. 

In fact, a votary of Dravidian 
thnucentrism claimed that the 
:ame of Chaturonaom (chess was. 


and still is, known as CJiaturaaaam 
in the Tamil language) was a popu¬ 
lar sport as early as during the 
Pallavan and Chola epochs. It was 
obliquely suggested that the new 
found superiority of Tamil Nadu 
chess players is only a fallout of 
Tamilian culture. It was further 
claimed that the pieces used in 
('halwttnrjarn in its pristine form 
represented the armies of the 
Dravidian kings — the warriors 
(pawns), the elephants (rooks), the 
chariots (bishops) and the horses 
(knights) and, of course, the king 
and the queen. (Chess historian 
H. J. R. Murray, who firmly believe.s 
that the game had its origins in 
North India, put forward the same 
analogy of chessmen representing 
the Indian army). 

But when Sportsworld spoke to 


centric theories lhat tnay e^lnin 
the present-diw Tamilian dominance 
were dismissed as fandful. “I have 
heard people of the North say that 
we (the Southies) were the Dimaag 
Walley (the brainy guys)! But I do 
not subscribe to that view,” says 
Manuel Aaron. The fact that Tamil 
Nadu has produced in recent times 
a good number of national players 
cannot be explained in regional 
terms. V. Kameswaran, a State play¬ 
er, retorted; "How do you explain 
the dominance of Maharashtra 
women in Indian chess today? 
Tamil Nadu has only one national- 
ranked player — No. S seed Mrs 
Badha Srmivasan”. 

*T think it has a lot to do with 
the organisation of the game in this 
State. We have a very good set-up 
and lots and lots of encouragement,” 
offers Ravikumar. His views were 
echoed by other players. 

The -Tamil Nadu Chess Associa¬ 
tion (‘‘Tanchess”. to distinguish it 
from the like-initialled Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Association) is, without 
doubt, one of the most active 
sports bodies in the Slate. Formed in 
19S0 (then known as the Madras 
State ('hess Association), its annual 
championship has been held regu¬ 
larly since 1951. It was on the initia¬ 
tive of, among.st others, the 
founder-president of the .MSflA, Mr 
T. A. Krishnamachari that the All 
India Chess Federation was formed 
in 19.S1. 

E ven during its years of 

infancy many of the affiliater’. 
clubs in Madras city like the East 
.4siatic Staff Recreation Club, the 
T. Nagar Social Club, the YMCA and 
the Mappiliai Vinayagar Club con¬ 
ducted tournaments regularly. The 
Kasthuri Cup tournament sponsored 
by the proprietors of The Hmdu, was 
in the early Sixties next only to the 
National Championships when it 
came to attracting the top players of 
the country. 

Today there are at least 35 open 
chess tournaments throughout the 
State of Tamil Nadu—a remarkable 
number considering that one tourna¬ 
ment can take up at least 10 days— 
thus provkUng for competition almost 
all the year round. 

“Competition”, says Manuel Aa¬ 
ron, in his capacity as secretary of 
the State Association, “Competition 
and more competition is what has 
helped the cause of this game in 
Tamil Nadu. We have almost 35 
open tournaments sponsored by pri¬ 
vate clubs, private institutions, gov¬ 
ernment agencies and individuals. 
Apart from these, there are State- 
level championships. At the moment, 
we have the senior championship 
and age-wise competitions-^for the 
under 19 years, under 16 (introduced 
recently) and under 12 categories. 
Then there are district-wise competi¬ 
tions and inter-district tournaments. 

“I am only trying to stress fhat 
competition is essential to throw up 


'he 'ereame* of TamU Nadu rhess—Ravi Sekhar (.silting left) and Ravi 
Tupiar playing. They are watched by S. V NalPrajan (.ttandmg left), 
Uthnal champion T. N. Farameswaran (centref and Manuel Aaron 





^ood players. I am sure that you 
will agree with me that chess is one 
of the best organised sporting disci¬ 
plines in the state”. 

"How n}uch has your being an 
jiit(‘rnationalIy recognised and top 
national player for so many years 
helped generate interest in chess in 
the State?” I asked Aaron. 

"It certainly has helped to some 
extent. Especially now. as Secretary 
of the State Association, niy being 
an outstanding player has made it 
easier for me to approach people for 
sponsorship and things like that. In 
Tamil Nadu we make it a point lo 
see that all the top players tour the 
districts, play tournaments, give ex¬ 
hibitions, talks and the like. Top 
players playing even in the remote 
di.stiict tournaments has certainly 
given a fillip to the game throughout 
the S'ate instead of it being concen- 
iiated only in the city of Madras. As 
,1 player I always enjoyed touring the 
districts to play in tournaments or 
evhibilion matches or lo give talks 
on the game. Now f am involved 
more at the organisational level and 
since 1 am employed in one of the 
nationalised banks in Madras, 1 have 
now little time to devote to plitying 
tournaments,” explained Aaron. 

A game like chess thrives on spon¬ 
sorship and this element has been 
quite forthcoming in the State. Ac¬ 
cording to Aaron: “In fart our pre¬ 
sent president Mr N. Mahalingam has 
been very active. Himself a business 
magnate, he has contributed a lot to 
the financial stability of our associa¬ 
tion by generous grants and (he has) 
.ilso u.sed his personal contacts to 
further the cause of chess in Tamil 
Nadu. He has been v^ry enthusiastic 
about chess and very receptive to 
ideas and suggestions we pul forth.” 

Mr Mahalingam has made a stan¬ 
ding offer to players from the Slate: 
Any ph.yer who biTomes an inter¬ 
national Master would be awarded a 
cash prize of Rs 5,000 and anyone 
attaining a Grand Master rating 
would get twice that amount. So far 
only Ravikumar has claimed the first 
of the two prizes. When Aaron got 
his IM rating there were no such 
offers going around! 

R THE UNINITIATED, AARON 
i.s also the President of the 
Ghess Players’ Association of India. 
And when one considers the fact 
that he himself was an outstanding 
player with experience of playing 
abroad, the reasons for the good 
rare taken of the State players are 
not hard to find. All State players 
arc paid full fares when represen¬ 
ting the State, apart from other in¬ 
cidental expenses (unlike in many 
other States where the players shell 
out of their pockets). Another thing 
is that all India tournaments held in 
the State often attract the very best 
players in the country. “I can tell 
YOU from experience that we in Tamil 
Nadu are very concerned about the 
welfare of the players, both our own 
and outstation (whenever we hold 
tournaments).” 


“We make it a point to meet them 
at the station, take pains to look 
after them and literally wave our ' 
gue.sls off at the .station. 1 don’t 
think many as.saciai!ons can honoiitly 
make the same claim. The player 
has to get a feeling of being cared 
for. I think this is es.scnlial,” opines 
Aaron. 

So niurh for organisation. What 
are the stars like individually? 


T. N. PARAME- 
SWARAN 



C ITIZENS OF TIRUCHIRAPALLl, 
which was the venue of the last 
year’s National ’A’ Chess Champion¬ 
ship, had a very special reason to 
paint the town red on the conclusion 
of the meet- The hero of the cham¬ 
pionship was a 22-year-old native of 
Trichy—^T. N. Parameswaran. The 
.‘son of the soil’ was declared Natio¬ 
nal champion on his ’home ground’. 

Tiruchi Natesan Parameswaran was 
born on November 14. 1956, 

Hailing from a family of chess- 
lovers, it was only natural that the 
youngster took to the game early. In 
Madras, his two elder brothers—^T, N. 
Sundareswaran and T. N. Rameswa- 
ran—were regular participants in 
many of the local chcs.s lournamentj 
making their marks in some. 

Parameswaran had his schooling in 
the Ramakiishna Mis.sioii High School 
in Madras and graduaUd in econo¬ 
mics from the Pachaiappus College. 
As a school boy he did serve notice 
that he was going to be 'a somebody’ 
in the game but the crovvning mo¬ 
ment of this phase of liis lareer 
came only after he had joined col¬ 
lege. He won the junior title in 1970. 

To many in Madras who had been 
watching the carcei of this lad, the 
title-win came as no surprise. Even 
as a ISycar-old he had held the 
Argentine Grandmaster Mignel 
Najdorf to a draw during the for¬ 
mer’s visit to India. The local Press 
found a new ‘super star' to rave 
about. Na,jdorf himself went on le- 
cord to praise young Parameswaran. 
Looking bark. Parameswaran feels 


"very grateful to Najdorf for the 
kind words and encouragement be 
showered on me. It gave me just the 
kind of confidence and competitive 
spirit a youngster needs to do 
better.” 

For the National ihampion that he 
is, Parameswaran carries his crown 
lightly. Analysts of the gamp feel 
fh. 1 t he is a “verv careful player who 
waits fur his opponent to make the 
mistake. Meticulous i.s how one can 
describe his game.” 

Probably Parameswaran’s game 
gives one a clue to the man. The 
competitive spirit is so niurh in him 
that he often goes out of the way to 
(ilay in as many touniament.s as he 
can and as frequently as possible. 

At the time of writing the Natio¬ 
nal champion was eiitliuMastic about 
his imminent appointment in Air- 
India. "I would like to take up the 
kind of job that will allow me to 
continue lo plav the game,” lie con¬ 
cluded. 

RA VI KUMAR 

P IE FIRST INDIA.N TO GET AN 
International Master (IM) rating 
in world thess js Mamiel Aaron. That 
wd.s way back in 1961. for 17 long 
years, a tew Indian showed promise 
ot breaking the ‘hoodoo’. Vaidya- 
nathan Ravikumar succeeded in 
doing jusf that, the junior Asian 
title he won at Ttheran last year 
brought him with it an IM rating. 

‘‘But to tell you very frankly". 
Cherubic Ravi said recently, "when 
I .set out for Teheran, I did not 
think I could do it. I qualified for 



the Asian Games Chess Champion¬ 
ship by virtue of my bring the na¬ 
tional junior title holder And I’m 
sure not many people thought I 
would get an IM rating .so soonl” 

At which stage ot the champion¬ 
ship did you reali.si' that you could 
make the grade? we asked Ravi. 

"At the end of the first half (six 
games) 1 was leading the table by a 
solitary point. The tournament was 
layed on a double round league 
a.sis with six players taking part. 
Early in the second halt 1 increased 
my lead by two points and I was 
being tipped for the crown. I really 
couldn’t believe it when Thipsay and 




' Rafiq Khan (who were then in Tehft- 
ran playing the Asian (irand Mas¬ 
ters circiiii) kept on teliins me that 
1 was indeed in line for the title.” 
But .somehow with three (janics to 
Ro, 1 began to gel nervoiis The ten¬ 
sion was unbeaiahle. 1 lost two 
ame.s successively (wtaih. looking 
.irk, I should have won rather com¬ 
fortably) ouv ol .sheer nervousness." 

Deguzman, the Philippine junior 
champion, had thereabout almost pu¬ 
lled alongside me with .seven points, 
which meant that 1 -still 1^ the 
table although by a measly half 
point, I met neguzman in the la.st 
match. A dtaw would have sufliced 
to give me the crown...But 1 began 
the match badiv getting Into prob¬ 
lems early. When the game wa.s 
adjourned for the dav, I almost cried 
to myself. After leading by two solid 
poinVs. I wa.s in the dumps, on the 
verge of defeat at the hands of Dc- 
guzinan. I couldn't sleep that night. 
But the next dav Deguzman made a 
silly mistake and wasted lii.s van¬ 
tage posilion. He had to settle for a 
draw and I won the A.sian title." 

‘T think niv win in my very first 
match ot the loiirnanient agaiast fan¬ 
cied Aiislialian I aiadell did much to 
boost my confidence. Thipsay and 
Rafiq also hrlpe<l me a lot, c.spe- 
cially by giving me moral support." 

For one who took to the game 
rather late Ba\ikumni's arhieveinent 
is quite remaikable. Ills first taste 
of competitive chess .was in Detein- 
ber 74 a liMIe .ifter he wa.s initialed 
into the game bv one Siibramani 
Iyer quite by areideiit. 

"1 was going to the temple In 
Mvlaporr one evening when I .saw a 
crowd of \ouiigslers standing hui:- 
clied over .i vouple of boj.s playing 
(hes'-. The tnulding was called Solar 
House and i. the resideiire of Mi 
Tver He emmirages youngsters a.i'j 
hi.s doors aie alwaj.s open to anyone 
who wishe.s to play the game. That 
fateful evening I sat down to play 
chess with Mr Iyer and soon beiarae 
a regular visi'.ur ot Solar House." 

Enlisting himself as a niembiT ot 
the Tal Chess Club at the house of 
Soviet railuie in Madras enabled 
voung Vi.wi to tome in contact with 
leading <hess players of the State. 
Success toliowed swiftly. 

He qualified for the National 'A' 
Championship by finishing .second in 
the ‘B’ tournament and capped it by 
finishing .■.ecorid last year. He won 
the National junior title the same 
year and Ibis won him his .spurs for 
the World Junior Championship in 
Austria (where he finished 26th). 
1'hen, and along with Tcafiq Khan and 
T. N. Parmeswaran, he participated 
in the zonal tournov in Teheran. A 
week after that event he was again 
in Teheran for the Asian Junior 
Championship. The rest is history. 

Ravikumar confes.sed that be belie¬ 
ved he had strong openings. "That 
is how most of mv wins have been 


early, within tew moves, i believe 
strong opening moves are very im¬ 
portant. For a beginner, concentra¬ 
tion must be on middle game ideas 
first, end game and lastly the open¬ 
ing game. But once you have a re¬ 
liable middle game and end game, a 
stiung opening is very essential 
according to me." 

Ravi, who has just completed his 
Pre-University course from the Vive- 
kannnda College in Madras, hopes to 
take up a job soon—a job that will, 
of course, help him to continue to 
play chess. He is fond of bridge, 
plays a bit of table tennis and has 
.started early morning jogging, "on 
the advice of Mr Aaron”. His ambi¬ 
tion? You guessed right! To become 
u 'Grand Master.’ 


RAVI SEKHAR 


( ’'llIN CUIT’IID IN ONE OF THE 
»' palms, the fate tan be.st be 
dc-stnbed as exoie.ssionless. giving 
hardly .m index ot the stale ot the 
mind, III front of a rhe.ss board, 
Ravi Sektiar pieseiit.s a piiluie ot 
intense i luueiiii atiuii. u bionding 
mantis 'llieie is no lenlalive move- 
meiK ot li.md giiipmg lor a chess 
pieie, no flourish eithei. oiKe his mind 
iw matli- oil I he next move. "You can 
ilevi-i tell whether B.ivi bekhai is ,it 
the winning end oi .itherwise by ,iu.sl 
w'.rdimg him in action (unlike Hie 
(.ise ot many other players). He app- 
e.ir.s .so enmtionle.ss. 1 think his table 
manneis are iinoeei able", said one of 
his telluw-pla.vers. 

lalking to the loniier national 
(humpiun (1676), one gets the impre¬ 
ssion Unit the "versaule geniu.s" a 
lompliment paid to him by .some of 
lies colleagues is not exactly a wild ex¬ 
aggeration ot the man. There are no 
two opinions about the lacT that he 
i.s one ot the most dedicated chess 



(iiayers m rcceoi umet. la tact, hts 
involvement in Ure game was (and. 
needless to say. is) so great that he. 
decided to give up his B. Sc studies 
to concentrate fuli-tiinc on it. IJe 
a good ('above average’ be prefers tu 
qualify) bridge player and at the mo. 
inent. the game i.s next only to his all- 
consuming passion of playing chy.ss 
and reads widely on a variety of sub¬ 
jects irom Indian philosophy, aslru- 
loy and a.stronomy. 

AuS though to reinforce the “versa¬ 
tile genou-s” tag, a close friend of 
Ravi Sekhar (who wanted to remain 
incognito) said; "He can do well in 
.ilinost any field he applies bis mind 
to. His in'.eri'sts and involvement 
in a variety of .subjetts and his grasp 
i> trulv rcmurkiibh:. Probably if he 
had concentr.ited on bridge, he might 
liave gone places solely on that 
loiint." 

“How good were you at matheni- 
alirs? We asked Ravi. "Hmni, 
wtII. 'average'. I should think", he 
latigh.s .softly. 

R avi sekhar was born in 

Madras in 19.64 but the eailv 
.tears weie spent in Bangalore. ‘‘It 
was only after I came back to Madra.s 
that my inlerc.st in chess began. No, 
We liiid no chess players in the famiE, 
but being a regular reader ot books, 
while one day looking up lor some 
books on bridge in a city library, I 
l.iid my hand.s on a che.s.s book lui 
beginners That did it. So you can 
.say that rt was books which sUrrerl 
my interest in the game,” explains 
Ravi. 

“My first experience of compotilive 
rhes.s of .some level was in 1972 
when Madras hosted the Junior 
National. I finished sixth. 1 had to 
wait for a couple, of years bi'fore the 
title became mine—in 1974 at New 
Delhi. I retained the tilV the, next 
year at Bangalore. After winning the 
National ‘B‘ title at Patna in 1.975, T 
naturally qualified for the ‘A’ chain- 
pion-ship and went on to vdn it in my 
very first campaign. 

•'Ey virtue of the Junior National 
title, I wa.s chosen to represent India 
at the World Junior Championship at 
Manila in 1974. f ended up at the 
Kith po.sition in a field of 32 partici 
pants. 

“I, however, finished second to 
Manuel Aaron in '76 and have not 
been able to finish among the first 
two .since. At the momeat I hold the 
No 3 position, next to T. N. Parames- 
waran and Ravi Kumar. I was a 
member ot the Indian team in the 
Asian Team Championship at Auck¬ 
land. 1977 and tied for the 7th and 
8th place in the first Asian Grand¬ 
master chess tournament, Tiruch', 
1970. 

He is currently employed by 
textile mill in Coimbatore and wanted 
to place on record the good «'> 
couragement he has been rccciviio.'. 
from his employers. He cycles a con 
siderable deal to keep hinisclt 
phvsicallv fit. 



MANUEL Aaron 

UIN ONE RESPECT THE START 

1 of my chess career has betm 
similar to that of the former world 
rhampion Bobby Fischer. Like Bobby, 
it was the elder sister who tau);ht 
me the game of chess,” Manuel Aa¬ 
ron says, beginning his trip down 
memory lane. 

Aaron was born in Toungoo (Cen¬ 
tral Burma) on 30th December, 1935. 
During the Second World War, fear¬ 
ing the Japanese invasions, there 
was a large influx of refugees from 
Burma into India. The Aarons were 
one such immigrant family, Aaron 
was hardly a boy of .seven then. 

“Ours was a family of chess lovees. 
T picked up the rudiments of the 
game watching my parents and my 
grand parents play. But it was my 
elder sister who actually taught me 
the finer points of the game and how 
to annotate the games that appeared 
in the newspapers. My cousin, Au- 
gu.sline Aaron, who later became a 
Slate champion, was my constant 
rival. Wo played a lot of che.ss toge¬ 
ther.” .says Aaion. 

As a 20-year old, Aaron tied for 
the first plac(' with Vaidyanathan in 
the first Slate championship that he 
took part in. That was in 19.55. Dur¬ 
ing the final days of Ih'CT'mber 19.57, 
the chess pundits of the connirv be¬ 
gan to .sit up and lake notice of this 
22-year-old from Madras. In the .se¬ 
cond National Championship (thf 


Nationals were conducted every two 
years then), Aaron finished sc.cond 
to the experienced Ramdas Gupta. 
Tn the next National Championship 
(19.59) he won the title outright after 
winning the fir.st National Chanipion- 
-ship for students a couple of months 
earlier. 

To put his achieveirfents in iUs 
proper perspective, here is his com 
plete record: eight times National 
Champion (19,59. 'Gl, *69, *71 to 74 
and *70 finished runner-up in the 
National Championship on four occa- 
fiims (1957, '66. '67, and 1975). One 
rjniiot think of any oiher individual 
performance which has been so 
d'lounating and over such a long pe- 
liiKl of lime—20 years. At the mo¬ 
ment^ he is ranked nc 4 bc'hind Para- 
mesMTaran, Ravikumar and Ravi Se- 
khar. 

In 1960 Aaron came one step clo¬ 
ser to receiving the coveted Inter¬ 
na'iniial Master rating. In September 
1960, the All India Chess Federation 
siageil til,-- West Asian Zonal Tour¬ 
nament in Madras, Much to the de¬ 
light ol liLs home crowd, Aaron de¬ 
feated GM Smell Mumo of Mongo- 
li.'i. Hardly six months later, in 
Mardi 1961 the M.idras Slate Chess 
As.suiialion played ho.sl to the inlcr- 
7onal nialdi between Australia’s 
C J.S. Puixiv and Aaron. Aaron won 
the match and with it, the IM ran¬ 
king, the fiist Indian to do so. 

A aron made his debut in 

the chess Olynipiad as a mem¬ 



ber of the Indian team to the Leip¬ 
zig Olympiad, 1960! He had a credi¬ 
table win over the Dutch Grand¬ 
master Dr Max Euwe and drew with 
GM Najdorf, Stahlberg and lost to 
GM Botvinnik after a protraffled, 
pluok.v battle. His other creditable 
victories in the international circuit 
were against Porlisch (Hungary), 
Uhlniann (East Geriiiuiiy) and Bis- 
guier ((I'sA). lie wa.'i the joint win¬ 
ner ol the lirsi Asian Md.sters Chess 
Championships in 1975 at Singapore. 

.Ills liilei iialioiial Master crown 
earned. him the Arjuna Award in 
1962, Bui has he really got the kind 
ot resogiiiliori he descived at home? 



Other men- 
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: ASIAN GAMES MUDDLE 

Some 
storm in a 
tea cup! 

|nti;rnational commitments 

r are sucro.sanct. No one stands up 
tor the principle more strongly than 
the Prime Minister, Mr Dcsai. But 
for him the country might have back¬ 
ed out ul the commitment to stage, 
the Asian Games, made when Mrs 
<>andhi wa,s the Prime MinisU'r. But 
for him the preparation plans would 
•lavc gone awry after the Central 
Works and Housing Minister, Mr 
Sikandcr Bakht, had declared that 
he was breaking his connections witli 
the conslnictiun works to be under 
taken by the Central Government. 
Mr De.vai lost little time in bringing 
together the Home Minister, Mr H. 
M. Patel who heads the steering 
rommittee, Mr Ituklit and the Educa- 
tioi! Minister, l)i. P. Chundcr. 
Now that Mr Uakbt has declared that 
Ins services and those of his Minis¬ 
try are at the disposal of the steer¬ 
ing committee everyone has heaved 
a sigh of relief. 

But what a bombshell it was when 
Mr Bakht made his announannent 
that he was breaking away. The 
Organi.siiig Comimtee's secriHaiiat 
.it New Delhi’s National Stadium be¬ 
gan receiving cables from Indonesia 
Sind Japan and Arab countries, ex¬ 
pressing their willingness to take 
over the responsibility of staging the 
1982 Asian G.-iines should India de¬ 
cide to back out. South Korea also 
went on record with a similar offer. 
Now that it is all over, the scare 


created by Mr Bakht. is viewed Mke 
the firoverbi.-il Storm in a lea cup. 

To understand the genesis of the 
trouble one has to have a look at 
the organisational .set-up of the 
Games. Responsible for the conduct 
of the Games is the Organising Coni- 
iniltee which, .iccurdiiig to the Asian 
Games Federation constitution, has 
been formed by the National Olym- 
pi< Committee. At the .suggestion 
of the Organising Committee, a re- 
gi.stered body under the Registration 
of Soriefie.s Art, a Central Govern¬ 
ment steering coinmitee was set up 
whicii would help shorten lengthy, 
time-consuniing proreduics iind <ut 
out the led tape. Tlie steering com- 
niiltei' is to be re.sponsible 'or car- 
rviiig out the role to he played by 
llie {.enlre, like providing ti.insporl. 
commiiiiiration, heultli facilities, law 
and order and construction of a 
covered 10,000 scat sladiiiin, estimat- 
.'ll to (ost U.s 4 crores, near the Bhai- 
(in M.indir at Piirnna Quilla, reno¬ 
vation of the existing National Sta¬ 
dium at an estimated cost nf Rs. 3.8 
riores, and huiUting of a hockey 
stadiiiiii at a site in .south Delhi at 
a cost of Rs. 1.7 crores. 

M r BAKHT WOULD HAVE LIKED 
to .send his Ministry’s architects 
round the woild helorc ilnaily draw¬ 
ing up blue-print lot the .stadia. But 
the steering committee were in 
favour of enlnisfiiig the works to a 
coii.sorliuiii. oi .nchitecis Mr Baklit. 
never afraid of stirring up conlro- 
vi'i-sies, walked out. furious that his 
Ministry was being bypassed and 
lolinwed up by talking about it to 
a news agency reporter 

Mr Vijay Kumar Malhotra, Presi¬ 
dent of the Urguni.sing Coinmitee, 
was quick to clarity that the Works 
and Housing Minister had no quar¬ 
rel with lii.s Committee. 'The inattci* 
was soon taken to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. who wiili a judicious -use of 


Mr Sikander Bakht (left), who created Ike storm m a tea cup, and Mr 
Desai who tactfully patched up the differences 
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tact and autitority, patched us fhe 
differences. Though detafU « Mr 
Desai’s ruling have not been (^dai¬ 
ly made public, its three main 
points, according to reliable sources, 
were: 

1. No need to send architects 
round the world. The stadia to be 
built should be simple in design- yet 
meet international requirements: 

2. All parties to sit round a table 
to resolve differences and 

3. There was no need for any¬ 
body to have gone to the newsmen 
on the matter. 

The Oiganising Committee is a 
125-membcr body, headed by Mr. 
Malhotra, with Mr Ashwini Kumar 
as secretarv. After these men were 
unanimously elected to their posts, 
the lUA formed an 11-member panel 
to assist them in forming the Orga¬ 
nising Committee, which has 75 
men from the Olympic movement 
and 50 from government, dvil bpdies 
and business houses. The committee 
has an executive board which has 
iM'cn meeting every week. 

M r MALHOTRA IS QUITE CON- 
tident that the infrastructure for 
the. Asian Game.s will be ready well 
ill lime. He was optimistic that a 
“dress rehearsal” in the shape of the 
National Games t-ould be held in 
1981. In order to gain technical ex¬ 
perience, the Oiganising Committee 
would sec to It that the country or- 
g.inised at least one Asian competi¬ 
tion in each Games discipline before 
1982. This year itself, the Asian 
wrestling, archery and Kabaddi cham¬ 
pionships have been allotted to 
India, and more will follow in the 
two remaining years before the Asiad 
are aetiially held, according to Mr. 
Malhotra. 

If the unruffled, soft-spoken Janata 
M.P. from south Delhi is to be be¬ 
lieved, there is no cause for worry 
l-vcn if the first brick of the infra¬ 
structure has not been actually laid. 
There is still time, Mr Malhotra says. 
Dellii’s Munidpal Corporation and 
New Delhi’s Municipal Committee 
have .already announced awards (Rs. 
.50,000. Rs. 30,000 and Rs IS.OOO) 
I nr the best architectural plans for 
the stadia each body has agreed to 
riinstrnct. The builders who cons 
I meted the Netaji Indoor Stadium at 
Calcutta ill six months and the Wan- 
klieda .Stadium at Bombay in Tl 
nionth.s have sent in their offers to 
undertake -imilur works in New 
Delhi- -at much lower cost than the 
fWD .vould charge. 

Whatever others feel about New 
Delhi’s capacity to undertake the 
Asian Games venture, there is little 
anxiety in the rooms at the .south¬ 
ern wing of th. National Stadium's 
grandstand where ;i small secretaria'- 
has started oumir.iiig with paper 
work activity. 

D. RAHUL Now Dc-!i . 


Crossword 


CridmBn 


lurwwwi «n wen »hn nwwaa 
roiMtd thB ball (S) 

21 A winning of all tlfa contests In a 
competition (5) 

23 Also (3) 




[ACR0S5I 

1 A colloquial term applied to a 
googly (5. 2) 

4 Competitions of betting on the 
results of football matches (5) 

6 The protection of the fencer, by 
parrying (7) 

8 Falconer’s apparatus for recalling 
hawk (4) 

to Struck .with the hand ( 6 ) 

11 See 17 Ac. 

13 The area of closely-cut grass that 
surrounds the putting-green (5) 

14 Engage in fishing (S) 

17 And 11 Ac. Attack vigorously 

( 2 , 2 ) 

19 In auto-racing, a sideways slipping 
of the car, usually under the con¬ 
trol of the driver (5) 

20 Arthur . American tennis player 
(4) 

22 In volleyball, when the ball is 
given to the opposing team to 
serve when the serving team fails 
to gain a boint due to an error or 
7 Dn. (4-3) 

24 Runner of a race (S) 

25 Trod heavily (7) 


(SolutkHM next week) 


Question box 


by Viiayon Hatd 

Arnett Ghoth, Fariapukur. 

Q; What is Glenn Turner's highest 
score in Tests and against whom ? 

A: Turner's highest Test score lo 
259, vs. West Indies at Georgetown in 
1972. 

G. Malti. Midnaoore. 

Q; What is the Test batting record 
of Keith Fletcher? 

A; In 52 Tests. Fletcher «''ored 
2,975 runs at an average of 40.20. 

A. K. SInha, Ranchi. 

G: When did India win a Test 
against Austraiia for the first time ? 

A: India won a Test against 
Australia lor the first time at Kanpur in 
1959-60. 

Shams NaquI, Bhagalpur. 

Q: Who led India when the West 
Indies visited India in 1974-75? 

A: Mansur Ali Khan iri four Tests 
and S. Venkatraghavan in one Tost. 

8. K. Bhatlacharya, Varanasi. 

Q: In how many Tests did La'a 
Amarnath captain India? 

A: Lala Amarnath captained India 
In 15 Tests. 

p. K. Bose, Gauhatl. 

Q: When did S. Abid Ali make his 
Test debut? ^ ^ ^ 

A: Abid All made his Test debut 
BOainst Australia at Adelaide In 
1967-68. 

Aslam Subodh, Barmo. 

Q: What is the Test record (bat- 
tlno) of M Brearley? 

At In 27 Tests, Brearley has scored 
1,029 runs at an average of 23-39. 

N. Raman, Bihar. 

Q; What Is the Test bowling record 
of S. F. Barnes? 


■'•M»t’'Ri Z7 Tests, Barnes look 
wickets at 16-43 a piece. 

V. Muscle, Bombay,. 

Q: Who has taken the highest 
number of catches in Tests ? 

A: M. C. .Cowdrey of England with 
120 In 114 Tests. 

C. V. Seshgiri Rae. 

Q. How many catches has S. M. 
Gavaskar taken in Tests? 

A: S. M. Gavaskar had taken 42 
catches till the end of the West Indies 
series. 

M. Ravindra, Eluree. 

Q : What Is the Test batting record 
of F. M. Worrell 7 

A: In 51 Tests, Worrell scored 3.B60 
runs at an average of 49.48. He hit nine 
Test centuries. 

B. Bharalan, Calcutta. 

Q: What is the Test record of 
Everton Wsekes 7 

A : In 48 Tests, Weekes hit 4,455 
runs at an average of 58.61. He hit 15 
Test centuries. 


Quiz 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■iRanjit Gtroae 
QUESTIONS 

^OULD YOU FILL IN THE BLANKS 7 

1. Before-the liberty of declaring 

an innings at any time was not 
allowed. 

2. -captained England in the first 

two Test matches which were 
played in Australia in 1877. 

3. ‘Ponny’ was the nickname of-. 

4. -is the only bowler ever to 

collect more than 4,000(firBt-class 
and Test) wickets in a career. 

5. -'s being irun out In both in¬ 

nings without having a ball bowl¬ 
ed to him Is believed to be the 
only case of its kind on record. 

6 . Since World War II——Is the only 
man to have scored 1 , 0 C 0 runs 
by the end of May. 


rnowNi 

1 In golf, a movement of the club- 
head over the ball preparatory to 
making a stroke ( 6 ) 

2 Ring of target farthest from the 
bull's eye (5) 

3 He disposes what man proposes, 
It is said (3) 

4 Table tennis (4,4) 

5 Give deep, as a whale (5) 

7 A breach of the rules in games (4) 

9 Organ of hearing (3) 

12 Mounted bullfighter ( 8 ) 

15 Union Territory of India from 
most of 17 Ac. and 11 Ac. (3) 

18 A game in which counters are 
moved on a board according to 
the fall of dice (4) 

18 An attested top performance ( 6 ) 

19 In Rugby football, combination of 



7. -officiated in more Test 

matches than any other umpire. 

8 . Hedley Verity died of-in 

Sicily.in July, 1943. 

9 . -is the first batsman to score 

a double century and a century 
In a Test match. 

10. Sir Frank Worrell died of- 

ANSWERS 

■B!u» 08 >(nai ot IsiojiB/vt (.OnoQ,) 
•$ ‘.spunom eipeq n m aa 'b uerseMO 
()|uejj) 7 liBUjnx (uuaio) -9 igeei 
uj aujnoqiey^ muon pue eujnoqieyy 
useM)sq MO) 8 Ui e uj poepM (YI U) 
S isepoMu (psijiiAA) > tpiojsuod 
(H M) t ‘.eiiMMAiin (seuiBp) z 7561 I 







Bridge 


Bofii Schcpito 


There-were sevoral wa^s lor rlcflaroi to 
tackle his problem on tins week's hand 
from a pairs event but, as the raids lay, 
none should quite succeed. One South, 
however, succeeded in rri'almg a pioli- 
lem that the rtefendeis could not solve 
7 his was the hand' 


$ 

i 


J 4 
76 
84 

A KJ 10864 



4 K 10 9 8 
V J 10 3 

J J 65 3 ? 
0 


4 AG5 
ty A09«4? 
6 A 
4 7 63 


West dealt witti East-West vulnerable 
and at most tables the bidding went as 
follows. 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
3 4 pass pass 

3 ^ pass 4 CJ> pass 

pass pass 

Of course, as usual, the pre-emptive 
bid made life difficult for North-South 
South might as well have been distinctly 
worse for his intervention in the pro¬ 
tective position and North's raise to 
game was a close decision. 

Against tour-hearts West started with 
4 A and continued with 41^ (ori which 
East discarded a diamond) and 4^1 to 
leave South with a problem. The usual 
approach was to discard a spade Irom 
dummy in order to keep K as an entry 
to the winning diamonds. However East 
threw a second diamond and, when 
West found the best defence of a fourth 
round of clubs, discarded yet another 
diamond, South was able to ruff in hand, 
cash A and 0 A and cross to <5' h t' > 
East was now able to frump **• d 
diamond before declarer's lost iu:>ing 
spade went away. 

The real interest came when declarer 
rufted the third round of clubs high in 
dumnw. In practice East discarded, but 
rrow V A, 9/ 0. 0 A and another trump 
threw East in and by plaving him for the 
King of spades declarer had the rest 
of the tucks It looks a good ^ for East 
to unblock with 10 and ^ J under 
ijt A 0, but South can still throw East 


in with ? to to achieve the same 
endingl 

East can find a succosstui dotcnce, 
thougli, it he undi'iriifts K with ^ 10. 
Then he can jettison tj* J under the Ace 
and West still ha.s 7 if declarer lri(>s an 
end-play. The great pity, ol course, is that 
it never happened at the table - ntheaivisr! 
you would have read all about the hand 
a long while ago .. 

Last week's qui 2 . at love all South held 
#A 10 8764t;?KOJ4024A5. 
Ho opened one-spade and his partner 
responded two no trumps. I would be 
inclined to bid a direct four spades. It is 
unlikely that Norffi has four-hearts, tor 
then he would have approached more 
slowly in case we had a fit. As the 
partnership has the values for game and 
at least 6-? fit in spades there is only 
one bid left, tor South is not keen on 
no-trumps. 

This week's quiz at love ail South holds 
4KJ9e4(y87630A548 2 North 
opens one-diamond and, after a pass by 
East, South responds one-spade West 
passes and North forces with three-clubs 
~ what should South bid now? 


Chess 


BHHHHHBBHBHHHHHBiPi'iDr Clmko 

In an all-play-all tournament the strongest 
player has a very good chance of living up 
to his status and taking first place; in a 
large Swiss-system event, on the other 
hand, the odds are almost as high against 
a victory for the favourite as for his rivals, 
since it is arithmetically certain that many 
players will be In the running until near 
the end. 

Seen in this light, the performance of 
Vlastimil Hort in winning the Aaronson 
Open tor the second time Is most impres¬ 
sive, The Czech grandmaster and candi- 
udte tor the World Championship reeled 
off five straight wins and then took a 
quick draw in the last round to nose clear 
of a field containing over a dozen other 
grandmasters and masters. Here is a 
game to show how he did it. There is no 
all-out effoit to make something out of 
the opening; he prefers to build up 
slowly end allow the positional pressure 
to break Black's resistance. 

While' V. HoH; Black' A. Haik. Oueun's 
Gambil Declined IrrcQuIar Defence. (Aaroneon 
Open, Harrow, 1978) 

1 P-04, P-04i I P-Q04, O-Be 
3 Kt-QB3, P-KSi 4 Kt-BS, Kt-OB3 


» RoBi.i«-iq) , 

Black had done quito well with a sy&lam noi 
recommended by opening hooks, hut cautious 
play with 7... 0 - Oand perhaps... P - 0173 was 
required 

• PxP, PaPi « B-Q3,t-t 
1«a-a,BaKt 

It would have been belter to keep this Bishop. 
The French mealer plays for control of the white 
squares at the ekponse of the black ones. 

ItPaB, Kt-B4; 1tO-Bt,R-K1 
13 KB-Kt.P-QKttiM Kt-KS, P-KB3 
II P-B3I, PxKti 1IBaP,0-QI 
17 P a Ki P X P 

He should naturally have Inod 17... B s P. Now 
White gets two active Bishops. 

II B• Kl, •*>Mi 1IB-B1,OB-B1 
M B-BAQB-aii aiR-B4,B-Kll 
It «R-B1,B-KB1; » Q-BI, RxR 
S49xB.O-e4; IIP-KB4,PxP 

This opens another line (Ihe OB file) which the 
opponent can use. 

MBPxP.B-KI; nO-K».e-Q1 
aQ-Ka.o.Kt; hr-bi.q-kbi 

30 B - BT, o - B4; 31 B - KI, B - 01 

31 P - Bl, Baalgna 

Competition B4M. Solution next week. 


Black 



White 


Black to play and win. 

Solution to OSN <Bodrlguoi-Qulntarot, 
Boo Paulo, imj. (rlbi1liI/1p3|dl,'7p/p01p1P 
l/4n1P1/1PBtlU/q1P4P/aKIBtB - White to 
play.) The Peruvian master eliminated Black's 
best piece and then closed in on his King' 
24RxKt, PxR;250 BBch, K - Kt1 (or 25 . 

K - KI, 26 B - KtSch end 27 B - KB6), 26 0 - K5, 
P - B3: 27 B - B4ch, and Black resigned. 
Probtom No 1003. Solution next week. 

O. Wunburg {American Chess Bulletin, 1956). 
(S/aN1b3/t/1pl/k3KtOt/l/3N4/0 - 4 white 
men; 3 Maeli.) 

White to play and mate In three moves 

Solution to No 1003 (VIsaorman). (2K1N3/4 
N1pt/P1p1PtPp/OtNtk1bR/4Ptp/tP4rB/SP 
PB/I - mate In two.) 1 K - Kt8 (zuozweng). 
(a) 1 . . K - 03: 2 Kf - Kt7; (b) 1 ... K - 05; 
2 KI X BP; (c) 1 ... K - 85: 2 0 - B7'(.(d) 1 . 

K - B3; 2 KI •• 07. Each ol the other four walling 
moves by the white King spoils a different one 
of tnese mates * 
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CIGAREHE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 











TCigether we attain 
what we cannot alme 


One of a senes 
re!eased by 



The 3-week old dolphin raised his bottle-nose and 
once again tried a deep dive. Then the unexpected 
happened. A huge mako shark came in from 
the rear. The youngster gave a frightened cry. 

Within seconds his anxious mother arrived. 

His "nanny", mother's companion since pregnancy, 
came rushing, too. The elders "whistled' 
to summon help. Soon, four others joined them. 

As the shark prepared to move in on his prey, 
the dolphin without warning went in for 
a torpedo-like attack, punching the intruder 
behind the gills and in the stomach. In less than 
hve minutes the shark bad collapsed, 
sinking to the bottom. 

The encounter ended as suddenly as it had begun. 
"Together we attain." his mother whispered softly, 
"what we cannot, alone." 


Natan oboaada ia thoM qoalttiM 
wa Mok ia oamdns 


ASP/R479/gB 
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move! 
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You're a man of action. You ^ 
need easy and comfortable 
vests and briefs. 

Don't go through all the trouUe 
of pickirm and choosing 
brands. Pick Victor. 

Created by people who'^ve been 
in the business for yeans, Victor 
products have been specially 
designed with extra care for 
superb fitting and comfort. 
Made from soft, smooth, 
featherlight material. 

Strong, light. Comfortable. 
You've made the nght choica y 
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Letters to the Editor 


Congrats to 
Lloyd and his 
men 

C 0NGRATIII,AT10NS TO 
the Wc.st Indies on 
their suca*ss in the Pruden¬ 
tial Cup tournament for the 
second time. Thc.v arc un- 
duubtedl.v the world cham¬ 
pions, It .seems Indian 
cricket is finished. The 
recent defeat againsl Sri 
Lanka, who arc a mere 
child in lirst-class cricket, 
shows how the latter have 
Improved in one-dav cricket. 
AHUP MAJUMDIIH. 

Piirl Blair. 

r-ONC.UATUl.ATION.S TO 
the Indian Cricket Control 
Board! It .selected a team 
which failed to last even 
the allotted 60 overs in any 
of the niatche,s. 

NADEEM A. SU)j>lQI. 

Ali<iarh. 

THE CRASHING DEFEAT 
afjain.st unpretentious Sri 
Lanka has shocked the fol¬ 
lower of the Bame. The 
statistics of our team’s per¬ 
formance speak for them¬ 
selves : CIO runs were 
hammered off the Indian 
bowlers; the bowlers bagKcd 
a mere seven wickets in 
three mairhes; the Indian 
batsmen produced inept 
cricket scoring 570 runs for 
the lo.ss ot 30 wickets. 


I Tlie .selectors <'an now see 
I fill themselves the resuli of 
1 including plavets like Itedi, 
! Yajurvindra and an inexpo- 
j rienced wicketkeeper in 
I Khanna. Now the dernora- 
I Used Indians play again.st 
Bi) exliemely powerful Eng¬ 
land squad, (jne .sliudders 
to visualise the plight of tho 
Indian batsmen against the 
Pommv pace Iri . India 
; would do better lo cancel 
I the England series and play 
a full senes against non- 
rPcogni.sed Canada instead! 

hOUriK BISWAS, 
(klcuHa. 


THE FXI KF.MF.I.Y POOR 
perfnrnuincc of the Indian 
team only goes lo suggest 
that tlie tour of T'.ngland 
will he a more luimili.iting 
■and disaslrou-- one than 
even the mglilrii.tie ’’Siiim- 
mei of 4'2" whicli sliil 
haunts Dur nicmorv. 

SA.I'IN .S’., 
I'lirnra. 


Dastardly 


O N JUNE 23 I WENT 
to witness the Cal¬ 
cutta Football League 
match between East Ben¬ 
gal and Aryan and was 
sitting in the Aryan 
members' enclosure. I 
have pla.yed for both East 
Bengal and Mohun Uagan 
in the Sixties. While 
watching the game 1 
made some comments 
with a view to encourag¬ 
ing Aryan, the underdogs. 
Aryan were then leading 
bv one goal to nil. _ M.v 
comments suddenly infu¬ 
riated a group of East 
Bengal .supporters who 
started abusing me ih 
filthy language and even 
manhandled me. By a 
stroke of good luck, a 
scriion of the spcctalnr.s 
recognised me and 1 es¬ 
caped a worse treatment. 
Subsequently, however, 
they apulogi.scd to me. 

I have no grudge 
against any one of the 
spectators. But I am 
afraid if these fanatic 
supporters are left un¬ 
checked our beloved 
playing arena will ^Moa 
turn into a battlefield. 
DVLAl MONDAL, 
Caltulta, 


Warning 

B eing a supinjrter of 

Ea.st Bengal Club I 
expre.ss my resentment 
about Yuur partisan altitude 
towards Mohun Bagan. 
Your writers do not hesitate 
to critidse the players of 
our team and even make 
attempts to float fjntas'ic 
stories about the club offi¬ 
cials d.s well. Your envy 
seems to have reached sky- 
high following our new 
recruits from other .States. 
And your praise for Mohun 
Bagan Club is rcallv gather¬ 
ing momentum. If thi.-) con¬ 
tinues any further we 
reserve the right to tear up 
and burn your one-sided 
we-cVlv. 

ERAHIAD GHOSH, 
Calcutta. 

Yoi R mac.az.m; (iivi;s 

mine (l)Sel,lge !o iootball 
Ih.m .inv othei name. Wliy? 
Wh.ii about <itlter games? 
Anoihei fliinu. is ih.it xUir 
inag.i/ine -iipplii". il.s ri'iiders 
isrlh eetv little blowup 

HAHIIl, NABICHAMA, 
Bombay. 





Not finished 

r ‘S HIGH TlMt SOME- 
thinR was don<> to remove 
the shadow «>f self-centred 
officialdom from the Indian 
sports arena. It anyone is 
destruyind Indian sports, it 
Is these armchair addicts, 
who in their quest to attain 
more power and prestige, 
are hacking oti the very 
foundation of the already- 
tottering structure of our 
sports. The example, of 
Sriram is too ifxent to 
forget and too pathetic to 
ignore. The tact that the 
career of this brilliant half- 
miler should be bumpered 
by sum<' people with vested 
interests is a sad reflection 
on the extent to which the 
cancerous germ of unsuit¬ 
able authority has eaten 
away the core of Indian 
sports. 

The statement made by 
the AAKI chief, Kripal 
Singh, that Sriram is over 
the hill (SmtMworM, May 
16) is preposterous. I sup¬ 
pose Kripal Singh knows the 
potential of Sriram better 
than Iliyas Dabar, the coach. 
Or is it that he is bent on 
ending an illustrious career 
just for the .sake of his in¬ 
flated ego? 


The lack, of concrete rca- 
cons is amply borne out by 
his, Kripal Singh’s convic¬ 
tionless statements, in con¬ 
trast to Sriram and Uabar 
who drove home their point 
a tortiori. It intrigue.s me 
why the clamours of all and 
sundry to install erstwhile 
sportsmen as the sports 
authorities is unheeded by 
whoever forms the govern¬ 
ing bodies of our sports. 
Having worn the proverbial 
shoe themselves, these 
sportsmen of yesteryears 
will know exactly where it 
pinches. 

GA’/.NAFAR IBRAHIM. 

CalcuUa. 

ARIJIT SEN S ARTICLE IS 
a pointer to the lack of 
facilities in India for hcali|ig 
injured sportsmen and 
sportswomen. Instead of giv¬ 
ing ayurvedic treatment, is 
if not the duly of the Gov¬ 
ernment to rush Sriram 
abroad where latest fruits 
of sports medicine are avail¬ 
able? 

JAHAR DAS, 
KARTICK CHANDRA DAS 

Calrulta. 

THE QUESTION WHETHER 
■Sriram Singh, Ls finished or 
not does not, in the uliimalc 
.nnalysis, arise at all. In my 



opinion the charge of unfit¬ 
ness against Singh is just 
an excuse. The entire Sri¬ 
ram Singh epi-sodo arose out 
of a long-standing feud 
between Col. Kripal, secre¬ 
tary of AAFI and Moham¬ 
mad Ilyas Babar, the coach. 
The anger of the officialdom 
fell upon Sriram Singh just 
berausc ho was under the 
wings of babar. 

KUMAR PRASHANT, 
Hazaribagh. 


Unsporting 

Tr»HE UNSPORTING AT- 
i titude of the Bombay 
Cricket Association was 
revealed in not according 
a farewell parly in honour 
of the Indian cricket team 
for England. Formerly, 
the BCA used to accord 
lavish lereptions to Indian 
cricket teams. One is at 
a desperate loss to under¬ 
stand the motive that 
lurks bebjnd, such dupli¬ 
city. ,1$ it because of the 
change in captaincy? In 
fact, this type of narrow 
parochial attitude and pet- 
ty-mindedness, has convi¬ 
ncingly proved time and 
again to be the bane of 
Indian sports in general. 
It is high time wc shed 
it willingly in the interest 
of Indian sports. 

V. bharath. 

Madras. 


No more a D. s! 

T WAS PARTICULARLY 
I glad to note a special 
focus on the problems lacing 
sportswomen in your April 18 
issue I happened to come 
across a photograph of us 
tennis players in the same 
issue with my name given 
as Susan Das. You will be 
jlad to know I was married 
iwo years ago. 

I am still actively connec¬ 
ted with sports, espetiailiy 
tennis, as a member ot the 
State Sports Council of 
Assam. 1 rc<iiicst you to en¬ 
courage and further sports 
in this region through your 
magazine. 

SUSAN CtlAUDHURI, 
Oauhati. 


Kakoko’s fate 

E ast bencal are now 

after the career of the 
former Zaire World Cup 
player Kakoko, recruited by 
the club. 

Mis career should not be 
doomed and let him start 
playing for his side. 

CAUTAM SINGH A, 
Calcutta. 


fn mempriam 

OK MAY 3 YOUnc 
K arl Umrigar linalij 
lost a heroic battle hi 
had waged for bis life 
In his brief career be 
Bashed into the raiini 
scene like a Ttrilliag 
meteor, only to be tragt 
cally struck down at hii 
peak. It was not only h 
his horsemanship ihi 
endeared him to us al 
but the exemplary quali 
ties he displa.yed — hi 
determination to win, hi 
unquestionable honesty 
his unbounded enthusla 
sm, and sparkling pe; 
sonality. He has set . 
shining example for ,il 
professionals. His deatl 
Is a great loss to thi 
spurting world apd rarini 
in particular. I have iv 
doubt that with h|s out 
standing ability,, his prr 
yen character, and hi 
education, in tinie i' 
come he would have b(’i>i 
one of the greatest jockey 
India would have rvr 
produied. 

In his memory I intnii 
to initiate the cstabli!)l 
ment of a trust by mal 
ing a personal donatim: 
Its aims ami objects ar 
propo.sed to be the we 
fare of .sportsmen, vspi 
cially those connerlo 
with Raring. 1 propo.se t 
request Karl's father th 
popular Jimmy UinriKu 
to be the chairman of Ih 
trust and his mother t 
be a member. In ord -r t 
make it braadbased othi- 
distinguished people ii 
tcrested in sports will b 
invited to be its trustee.' 
J would welcome in tin 
connection any .sugge< 
tions from wellwishrr: 
race and sports lover 
which can be sent to m 
at the following address 
Manjri Stud Farm, I>-'J( 
Commerce Centre, Tai 
deo, Bombay. 

Once the trust has b-'f 
established any furtbe 
donations from incmbef 
of the public would h 
welcome. 

M. SCINDIA, M.P 
Bomba! 


NOT ONLY THE RA( 
isoers, but all the spin 
.lovers mourn the death 
the champion jockey K 
Umrigar. That young, 1 
wa.s to bring many lauc 
to his mother country in i 
international raring stt nc 
the coming years. Who 
there to till in the gi> 
N. RANGASA^ 
Coimanurpu^l 


4 




^Editor's page 


Vfith th4 worn malaise 
hametieMm 

With all these drawbacks 



ens would ta/pset that it would 
take a near Uitaele to 
oompUite a rsUmed tour. 8w 
this is not so tor a couple of 
reasons. The first because 
there is an cwidous common 
cafise which does or nhoiUd, 
outweigh these t onsiderationst 
and Messrs, Gopinalh’s nnd 
Venkatroghavan's first duty is 
to ensure that this message in 
clearly un^stood even by 
these who may not be playing 
oit a/ten as they wish. And 
t)u! second is the help and 
hoep tality which is ext nded 
bp resblent Indiaiw to make 
the players feel at home. 

There ie no country in the 
cricketing world, be it Zambia, 
Guyana or Holland, which 


ALL TOURING TEAMS 
face problems, India 
perhaps more than others, 
especially on a tour to England. 
Not that the English are at 
fault. They can hardly be 
blamed for the vagaries of 
their weather, the insipidity of 
their food, or for adhering to a 
cricketing system which aUows 
no rest, unless one spends 
more time on the sidelines . 
than in the eleven. Nor can 
they be blamed if a reserved 
attitude is misunderstood, 
and the language which, 
apparently, to be spoken 
correctly demands minimum 
lip movement, takes time to 
decipher. One imagines that 
the Engliah face comparable 
problems when they tour this 
country. Why Indian tearns 
find themselves at a greater 
dtsadvan.age than others ia 
because, even w<thin 
thcmsJvcs, customs and tastes 
differ to a large extent. 

Members of'an Australian 
or English side may aU eat 
together and be content 
with the same menu, but 0 
be a marvel to see tt 
hidian crfckelers at the same 
dinner table, unless th^ were 
given no chpfe^* ^ 

There M'n» hotel or 
restaurant in England, or for 


that matter anywhere else, 
that can simmaneotislp 
provide, ieUis, smoked-hiUa, 
tandoori chicken, dkoklas and 
shrikhand-puris. So Indian 
playere, in order to satisfy 
varied appetites, splU into 
groups and search for 
appropriate eating places. 
Sometimes, and quite 
innocently, these groups 
become cliques and it needs an 
alert and friendly manager, 
with a broad-based palate, to 
keep track and control of his 
fdayers. 

Nor eon any, except an 
Indian team, boast of a 
supenbundance of languages, 
religious backgrounds am so 
dHamilar temperaments. The 
dressing room comes a mini 
United Nations, and, believe 
it or not, there has been one 
occasion when an Indian fast 
bowler understanding no 
English md the Indian 
captain lees MaratM, 
instructions and adv'ce on the 
field were relayed through 
an itderprstir. 

■ '•':TherS ore those who 
-fUiktUm weU only when the 
Hemp-ralure is well into the 
sms become stale from 
■me routine .of continuous 
playfnfl and travelling, md 
yet vtners who arc stricken 


has not embraced a large 
Indian community, a 
eommtty which is happy and 
eager to associate itself unth 
the Indian players, espedally 
if they happen to be winning. 

It is these generous families 
who keep their homes open 
and the kitchen fires burning 
to ease many a want and 
save much-valued foreign 
exchange. Whatever is 
requested is supplied; from 
medicine and clothes to 
Kishore Kumar records, 
at a hear}y discount, and the 
only time that one has ever 
seen these resources 
stretched to o limit was in 
1968 in the antipodes when 
Prasanna, Bedi, Borde, 
Engineer and Abid AU in. that 
order, asked for the .shortest 
route to the nearest temple, 
gurdwara, church, fire temple 
and mosque. That was also o 
memorable occasion, lohich 
sadly seems unlikely to be 
repeated in the foreseeable 
future. 








The Sporting Life 


Uim Tunipiclon and Tom Focnidii 


CHES5 CRAZY 

Cmatla: Truly, genius In chess Is closely related to 
eccentricity. The great champs of the past like Alekhine, 
Nimzovitch and Paul Morphy were not a litlle mad. Alekhine 
would get drunk and urinate under the table during a match. 
Nimzovitch once Jumped onto the table, knocked 'he pieces 
Off the board, and demanded of his spectators the 'reason 
for his defeat by a "foolish" opponent. And Morphy, who 
retired at 25. was often discovered In his rooms, dressed 
In a frock-dancing I 

LET’S ’GO’ THERE 

CMna : The game of ''Go" originated In China 4.000 
years ago. It's one of skill played by two with a board and 
black and white stones. The basic object is to surround 
vacant areas of the board, the player controlling more 
territory at the end being the winner. The game boasts 
millions of professional players In the East, and recently 
inspired a major tournament and congress In Europe. 
Now the. British association led by entrepreneur Stuart 
Wowsey has been Invited to China — and they're go-ing, 
of course. 


•EXPECTING' TO WIN I 

New York: As Madolin Archer "lummied" the tape In 
the Manhattan Mini Marathon, the score-keeper logged her 
lime for the 10,000 metre-run at 68 minutes. "'That's for 
two”, she said, patting her protruding abdomen. Madolin, 
e'i months' pregnant, was among 4,310 women competing 
In this popular annual event. Of course, she hadn't 
'expected' to win, for as she explained to marvelling news¬ 
men ; "I'm carrying a lot of extra weight right now I" 


B TELLIS 



*YEAH, t40NeY. THE HUWriN&6 BEEN Cpf&CT... 
OH, AND BV THE WAV, YOU NOW PEL0N6 
TO HERB HAeWMfr,. 



GOOD MORNING, EXeKClOE 



W J AL60 WASHED AND 3TAf?CHED 
ALL VoaiZ TENNIS THlNOS.^.yOUH SHOf^TS, 
youfz SHKO', AND THOSE FUJZY UTTIE 


THiNes you WEAJz ON Your wrists. 














Howzzat! 


A s A TRIBE, OUR CRICKET 
umpires are severely criticised, 
both by visiting teams and our own 
cricketers. Lately, even commenta¬ 
tors, pressmen and spectators have 
eagerly jumped on to the band¬ 
wagon. Fur.her, since these gentle¬ 
men in the white cannot defend 
themselves in public, nor is anyone 
willing lo take up their cause, these 
so-called experts of the game have a 
held day. And now the state of 
niruirs has deteriorated to such an 
extern that the conduct of umpires 
ill Bombay is being questioned by — 
of all people — their own brethren. 
Talk of being ungrateful. 

The particular episode which led 
to this latest development concerns 
the finals of an in^er-officc tourna- 
nfcnt in which Mafatlal played- Tatas. 
Both teams boasted of Test play 
CIS, pa.st and pre.scnl. In its report 
on tlic match, one of the country’s 
leading dailies called the umpiring 





Naidu—the Press dislorliii 


sub-standard. The newspaper claim¬ 
ed that wrong decisions had cost 
Mafa lal the holders, the matdi. 

Angeixid by such reports, the um¬ 
pires, M. V. Bandekar and R. K. 
Kaidu, retaliated by wearing a black 
cloth on their shirt-pockets to pro- 
est against the biased reporting. 
They felt their competence had been 
challenged. 

Five weeks had elapsed when one 
morning these two umpires received 
a terse letter from the Bombay 
Cricket Association. The note was 
sent by the BCA’s subcommittee of 
umpires and was signed by R. O. 
Jukar, another local umpire. Bande¬ 
kar and Naidu were asked to explain 
their action in writing ai an early 
date. 

Greatly distressed, Bandekar and 
Nuidu consulted the All-India Crick¬ 
et Umpires’ A.ssocia ion, who advised 
them lo plead that their action had 
bci n taken in the heal of the 
moment and hence should be tor- 
gotten — a practical suggestion 
since the umpires' future was at 
s ake. Bandekar and Naidu com¬ 
plied, and now they have their 
careeis assured, though their pride 
is greatly dented. 

All this has left a bad tas'.e in the 
mouth of those who care for Bombay 
cricket. The question that is being 
asked is: Why has ihe BCA remain¬ 
ed silent when most of the Test 
cricketers have blatantly pressurised 
umpires ? With so much prestige, 
and promo ion in the oftiai, at stake, 
certain cricketers have made it a 
point lo make a scene even when 
they have clearly been out, the in- 
teii ion being lo make every deci¬ 
sion look doubtful. If the BCA would 
like us to believe that they control 
the game in ;he city let them do so 
by showing that laws and rules 
apply to one and all equally and 
not just to select a few. 

As a result oi his incident, the 
morale and confidence of the city’s 
umpires is at an all-time low. Also, 
ronsidering that for officiating in 
these local ma cbes they arc paid a 
meagre sum of Rs. 15 per match, 
most umpires are trying to avoid 
doing duty in these matches. 

N.iidii, 39. is especially biCer. 
Said thi.s umpire of 14 years' experi- 
enie; “1 will give you an idea of how 
the Press report on the Mafatlal- 
Talds maich was distor cd. The 
papers reported that we had worn 
black bands, whereas actually we 
had worn a black cloth on our shirt 
pockets. For local matches, one 
finds that four or five papers carry 
the same rcport.s. This means that 
only one reporter must have been 
prc.sen at the ground and they must 
have all taken the details from him. 
What were the reporters from the 
other papers doing — snoozing ?" 


Pardon me, 
lady but.... 

S WEET EIGHTEEN LINDA 
Siegel is no women’s libber. 
But when over and above her 
weakness against Billie Jean King, 
her left breast was exposed before 
the eyes of men. women and 



/..wda Su'f/el—her assets showed 
themselves 

photograplier.s’ cameras alike, she 
made Wimbledon lii.slorv un¬ 
awares. The result of the second- 
round mutch of the 102nd chanty 
pinnsliips which .she lost _ l-G, 3-6 
on June 27 paled into insignifi- 
rance as the picture ol the damsel 
in distie.ss was liberally front¬ 
paged by I.ondon uihloids. Miss 
Siegel earned the dubious distinc¬ 
tion of becoming famous over¬ 
night, a feat she could have 
Bchievcd only if .she could beat 
her six limes-champion opponent 
or Ghris l.loyd or Martina N;ivra- 
lilova! What un expert in their 
jobs tliesi' Press photogr.tphers 
ar<“! She rectified her Taiilt’. but 
bv then the flash bulbs had done 
the damage. 

At -he root of the evil was the 
thin shoulder strap on hei while 
dres.s'whieh slipped Miss Siegel 
had thought I lie iiress might be- a 
lilUe dangerous “because I 
couldn’t wear a bi.i.” But, she 
added ; "It was the only one I 
took with in<‘. I didn’t reali.se it 
was slipping." 

The All-linghind Lawn Tennis 
and Croquet Club which has 
“more important matter.s’’ to oc¬ 
cupy their attention, wa.s pucta 
light upper-lipped. "I know of 
no official reaction," said Mr 
Christopher Corringe who is slat¬ 
ed to become secretary of the 
club. 









SporisworM Special 


INDIA IN ENGLAND 

Prospects 
as bleak 
as the 
summer 

Says SYDNEY FRISKIN. 
even though Venkat 
and Gopinath caution : 
“Don't write us off” 

4E SCKNE WAS THE OVAL 
and the date Auijusi 24 1971. 
Below the pnuabox annexe a burly 
We.st Indian was drinking bcei 
copiously while Chandrasekhar bowl* 
iiiM from the Vauxhall end was on 
the path to Klory. Slapping another 
cheerful compatriot on the back the 
West Indian onlooker said; "Good 
Lord. India win maan.” And India 
did win by four wickct.s to clinch 
the series, the other two Test 
matches having binm drawn. Sport 
ing hi.<itory was made and India 
amid scenes of gri'at rejoicing h.id 
achieved her first Test victory on 
F.ngli.sh soil. 

The Indian cricket team since that 
memorable da.v ha.'' had a mixed bag 
of failurc.s and siuce-'cscs, the best 
ipsults having been achieved at home 
rather than abroad. The side now 
in, ^ingland act* about lo add another 
jink in a chain of visits which began 
in 1932 when in the only Te.st match 
played at Lord'.s India lost by IfiO 
riin’i, Tliose were the davs when 
Indian cricket was .supported mainlv 
bv the princes. 

Thu present team captained by 
yenjeataraghavan and managed bv 
Gopinath is the ninth side to visit 
England. Gopinath himself was a 
member of the 1952 side. Both are 
undeterred bv the unimiJiv-ssivu be¬ 
ginning and arc setting themselves 
to the task of reconstruction after 
he somewhat humiliating defeat le 
Sri Lanka m the V'i.rld c^tip It wa- 
pill to them in conversation that th<;\ 
might have lost to Northampionshire 
had their la.st two wickets not added 
40 runs, The •mmodiale react'mi 
was that they should not he written 
off too quickly and that there was 
lots ot talent in the side which hati 
yet to be pm together. 

Tlic faithful few who have .so fai 
followed the fortunes of the .side arc 
lc.ss op imistic and foretell a not un¬ 
familiar picture of collapse and re¬ 
covery in the serie.s of four Test 
(’'•yehes starting at Fditba-sion on 
July 12. 

Six members of llie team V - ni' its 


vnghavnn. Gavaskar, Vishwanatb. 
Patel. Bedi and Cliandrasekhar have 
vast experience of Test cricket and 
its exacting demands. As far as age 
and cxporionce go. Pate! mast look 
upon himself ns the baby of this 
group. He and Chauhnn. both of 
whont did nor plnv at Norihnmnton, 
represent a fair proportion of India's 
rc'crv'c batting strength in what 
must be a period of .somewhat agonis¬ 
ing reappraisal for both captain and 
manager. 

Taking stock of the batting .situa¬ 
tion they realise that there Js no 
h.iismen who ran be cUissed <is in 
.slincUvcly aggre.ssivc like the liil'' 
Vinoo Miinkad who at Lord’s in 195'i 
hil a six over the sight screen vvlu n 
the match was barely 30 minutes old. 
It i.s too nmcli to <-x|m.icI fiicworks 
of this inicnsity fpom the pre.scni 
Indian .skle. iminv of whom .idmiiled- 
Iv arc biilliiint strokemakcr.s. 

Both (iupinath and Vcnkaiaraghn 
van are delighted with the pe.rtor 
inance of the all-rounder Kapil Dev 
who set the first day’s play at 
Noi'tluimplui] alight by hitting the 
fdste.st ccnlury of the season. 11 
was eiulK;Hi.shed with 19 tours and 
a six. But Gavaskar, who.se limiiU' 
was slightly awry, did not take full 
advantage of a good pitch. Veiig 
sarkar. another talented hai.sm.m. 
.showed more assurance than he di<l 
during the World Cup but he to>i 
should have done better on an ea.sv 
pitch. 

Kapil Dev looks to me one of the 
best young Indian all-roundeis fm 
several years. Hi.-- bowling is -motitli, 
effective and economita! Anothei 
newcomer ,who impressed at North- 
ampliin was Yasbpal Sharma playing 
hi.s lii.'-l iniiing.s in England. Ih’ h.i- 
the maUiilgs ot a good baLsman ami 
showed that he is capable of making 
quii k runs when they are s'lrt-h 
needed 

CO MUCH roll YOUTH. THEBE 
O is obvioiislv much reliance on 
I he expel ieme of Gavaskar to .yl 
Indi.i off to <1 good slart along with 
Gaelcvad. They will need to cslablisli 
a bold front .iaain.s1 a last and ton- 
.'.istent England a'latk spearheaded 
bv Willi.s and supportetl by Botham. 
Old and Hciidiitk and avoid tin- 
shattering evpvTienre of 1974 when 
the si< ■ vv.is shot out at Lord'.s for 
42 run-- In mi'igaimn it ran he .'-ain 
that India did bat one short. 

Venkatai iighavan believes, and 1 
hope he is right, that India’s batting 
will come good in the Te.sts and that 
the so-(ailed fallibility aji»aln.st fast 
bowling vvill be dispclle-d. Vishwanatb, 
he explii’iied showed how fast bowl¬ 
ing should he plaved bv standing up 
unllinthingly to the West Indian 
firing .squad wi'h an innings of much 
.skill and fortitude whith brought 75 
run.s in '.he World ('.up match at 
tdgb.is'c.n 


uut (■ uiu wdiiiiig iUDK« roaQiuie 
rnmjjih to Inspire confidence the 
bowling seems to be causing the 
managtimenl some concern, “nie 
spoI<e’ for themselves 
They will have to confront England 
with not much more thsn the five 
b'lwler.s who played there, all ol 
whom .seemed strangely innocuous 
against a moderate Northampton 
batting .side. 

W HEN THE INDIAN TEAM 
arrived in England, Venkataro- 
ghavan said that given fair weather 
they would play bright cricket. He 
needed to qualify that statement by 
saying that given some help from 
the pitch our spin bowlers will make 
‘you grovel’. 'When I look at some 
of the best bowling performances by 
India’s spinners I am enthrullecf by 
such figures which read ‘Venkata- 
laghavan 8 for 72’, ‘Bedi 7 for 98’, 
'Chandra-sekhar 8 for 79’, 

To go back The Oval in 1971 
Clinndrasekhar'.s bowling figure.s at 
Ihc end of England’s second inning.s 
road C for 38. To this magnificent 
bowling feat Venkataraghavan him- 
i-olf added his share with two wickets 
for 44 runs. The Indian spiniievs 
bad all the help they needed from 
the wearing Oval pilch and to the 
delight of the sporting crowd thov 
made .some of the England batsmen 
grope for something which did not 
seem to be there. A situation 
similar to that now seems iH'vond 
one’s wildest dreams and only the 
oulrngeou.«lv optimistic would sav 
Mini it could happen again. 

The pattern of India’.s attack will 
not be unfamiliar. After the seam 
bowlers have launched the initial 
as.sault and reaped their meagre 
siKtv-ssps. if anv, they will leave the 
stage' to the .spinners to achieve b'’ 
giiile what swerve and cuf have 
failed to arcewnplish. 

S O THE OVERALL PICIURE IS 
India's pro.spccts against Eng¬ 
land look pretty bleak but as lung 
as there are such thing:, as tlic 
Ciipacity for human error and the 
influenev of luck without 'aihich no 
side c.m thrive, cricket i.s the one 
game that can transform the smouW- 
eiing embers of interest into a con¬ 
suming flame. Test cricket fervour 
b ing what it is in India 1 can picture 
the scene at night when thousands 
of twi tering transistors will be heard 
at people's homes and even in the 
panwallas' shops around which crowd.s 
will g.-ither to hear the l6te.st score.s. 
to rejoice in the .successes of the 
Indian team and to bemoan their 
failures, Remeniber that when the 
Inst ball is bowled in England it will 
be exactly 11 o’clock at night in 
India Bv the -time the last Dali Is 
bowled at The Oval in the present 
'eries the bedtime tidings may be 
good or bad bu* if Chandrasekhar. 
Bedi nr even Venkataraghavan are at 
their best again and .spinning India 
to viriorv perhaps our West Indian 
fioend will anpear again with a gla« 
of beer in his hand and both Venknt- 
araahavan and Gopinath will probab- 
I' say, "I told von not to write us 
off” 





Breariey: 

I respect 
Venkat 

But, adds the England 
captain in an interview to 
ASHIS RAY in London, 
I don't know much about 
his abilities as a captain " 

T he viCAR-LiKi; countenance 

ui John Michdol Uroarlcy is easily 
dislinguishablp in. any cricketing 
(onipanv.’On this occasiun he was at 
the nels in Ihe “nursery” at the 
Lord's. 



flon of a school teacher, he was 
once in a dileinina about whether to 
pursue academic work in Philosophy 
—with whi<h he had giadnated with 
a “first'' from ('anibridge and was 
Icaciiing at Newca.stle University—or 
to become .1 ptofes.sional cricketer. 
Voted the ‘llest Young Cricke'er in 
England' in 1!)G4, it was not until 
1970 that he .s'ailed devoting fiis 
full time to the giime: “1 liked tra¬ 
velling blit did not I'xpeci to plav 
lor I'.ngland oi go on tours. I just 
wanted to be back in lh<' country 
siene.” However, within a ,v'*ai of 
making his Test debut in 1976, he 
had taken over the c.iptaincy from 
Tony Greig and till date has not lost 
a single .series. Indeed fresli from 
his splendid .showing and his team 
reaching the final in the Prudential 
(up, there is nothiiftj more certain 
than his letcntion as England’s 
.skipper foi Hie forthcoming clash 
with India. 

Grey hair (ontra.sting with his 
still youlhful fa<e, collars upturned, 
he hadn't (|uite anticipated an on- 
lecord runversatiun, but quick to 
recover in the lace of the “lead", 
he remarked: “I am sure India will 
be an extremely good side.” What 
made him think so'/ 

“They mu.sl be very disappointed 
with their perlormance in the World 
Cup, but.'they have batsmen like 
(xivaskar* and Vishwaiiath and a 
I’uiplc of useful quirkish bowlers, 
Hmugh it .sounds as if the spinners 
may not quite be the force they 
I'sed to be.” 


That this wa.s an honest opinion 
«iid not a "front” was borne out 
'shen the topic was switched around 
to Venkat as captain. He could have 
i-' i n deceillul bul all lie offered 
■ a,- "He's a very nia* man and I've 
'dway.s liked and respected him.” 
■''od then a bit apulugeticully : “Hut 
' don’t know modi about his abili- 
lies as captain.” Perhuiis his sense 


Brearlpv edpes Hadlee for a four in 
World Cup tie 

of decency demands that he should 
not be dragged into controversy 
about Gavaskar’s removal. It’s not 
that he is unaware of what Irans- 
plied, but all he would mentiou was 
that Uedi, when skipper, "had a 
very shrewd vire.-captain to back 
him”., 


Awarded the OllE last yeai, the 37- 
year-old Middlesex veteran is “plea.s- 
ed" with England's display in tho 
Prudential Cup and, interestingly 
enough attaclies a tremendous 
amount ot import,! nee to “team 
spirit”. As lie cx|)iaincd: “What does 
team spirit mean? It means when 
people an- struggling other people 
will help them: when a side is down 
there is plenty ot enrouragenient 
tioni everyone—motivation corues 
from all directions ; ideas flow freely 
nol jii.st from the captain but vice 
versa ■ it iiieans having , fun and 
enjoying yourself. And f am happy 
to s,!y we've got all these qualilies 
in Ihe England learn.” 

Has it ever oc-.'urred to him that 
Midi asse's may he missing in the 
Indian side? A look ol genuine sur¬ 
prise at the question, lollowed by: 
“No I don’t think this is ab.seat 
amongst the Indians." 

He’s no; just polished in siiecch' 
and demeanor, but a man with a 
deep insight into the .spoil. He con- 
fe.sscd that he has nol. us ye:, work¬ 
ed out a strategy lor Ihe ensuing 
Tests, but he s'arkly reralls "how 
the Indian batsmen succumbed to 
movement in the air even in India 
in 1976-77.” 

About his own rather unconven¬ 
tional double back-lift, he mused; 
“Five or six years ago 1 changed 
my stance to get bettor balance, 
stand up highrtr and not lean to- 
waid.s the off-side. The rhytlim i.s the 
main thing in baling.” 'this ha.s 


the England versus New Zealand 

certainlv been .irbieved for hi.s ap¬ 
proach is not as ungainly as Iwo- 
and-a half years ago. 

VVilli l.vnlon Taylor ol World 
Series Gritket having ihrealened lo 
jeopardi.se the trealy signed between 
his organisation and the Ausiraltan 
Ciickel Hoard las' mouth it Hu- Te.st 
and Gounty GiicUct Hoard here did 
nut. include Hie I’.uker players in 
the squad against India, it was a 
moot point asieilaiiiing Hrearlev's 
views on the is--m-. He has stated 
in ihe past tluit Knott and the rest 
should not be let I out ot ronsidi-ra- 
lion, hut this time empli.isi/ed "The 
nucleus of the side will prubably 
he the same .is Hial wliith went to 
Auslialia and played in the World 
Gup:” This (iiirpiirts that neither the 
Kent wi«ke'-ki-epei nor Wooli*nc-r 
and Amiss will gel a look-in, but is 
no .suggeslioii III a (iiminution fn 
.Siieiigth us none ol them c<in be 
liilK'lled us automaiic .choices any 
mute. 

'llie advantage ol a diaf with the 
ruiien' IHiglund tapUin is that the 
terrain need nol he n-sirided lo jus' 

• riiket. The trip lo India with ihe 
MCG parly in 1976 77 had aiou.sed 
an unusual appeal in him t'oi the 
coNiilry and given way to .sulisequeiit 
peisoiial MSI s. “Iiulia is a tasciii,il 
itig place, giiisslv iiiteri-sliiig and I 
have met some very veiy one iieople 
Ihei'!'. M’s a reniarUahle change for 
a Westerner. 

ft goes without saving tli.il Mike 
Hrearlev’s return lo ciieket lias_ b'-en 
highly profitable holli lor liimsf-ll 
and his toiintry and he's possibly 
the only Test caidaiit today wlio's 
respected the world over for .sheer 
tacliral powers. And if liub.i is_ :o 
siicreed in the foui Tests - Hie first 
beginning at l-^dghaslon on .In'v 12, 
they need lo as nmch oiilvul lln- 
England .skipper as outplay Hie 
eleven. 


r 






LOl^DON, JUNE 25 

O N WORLD CUP EVE 
this writer was travelling 
to subuiltan Croydon with 
the two little giants of Indian 
cricket, Vishv and Sunil, and 
their wives for a quiet little 
evening The weather was 
Mahableshwar at its best and 
we picked some strawberries 
towards 9 p.tn. 

The two were apprehensive 
about the reaction from 
home following the defeats. 
Vishy was amused to know 
that he was the butt of 
criticism for his run-out of 
Brijesh in the first game. 
Peter West was on record on 
TV stating he had heard 
Vi.shy call ‘no*. Unfortunately 
Brijesh, and the latter owned 
up, with his helmet could not 
hear that call and .so was 
stranded at Vishy’s end. 


This episode notwithstand¬ 
ing, helmets look like form¬ 
ing a regular feature of the 
Indian men’.s gear. The only 
concern is about their dear 
price—around £30-35. There 
used to be two around for 
each team but Vishy and 
Sunil feel every man should 
have one of his own .size. 
Helmets indeed, have come 
to stay what with even Bov- 
entt, that most individualistic 
cricketer, following suit in 
the Cup final. 

There i.s some consolation 
for India, after all. from the 
Prudential Cup. England 
scored 194 in 51 overs 
against Wc.st Indies, whereas 
India lasted three more 
overs for four runs less. This 
was the line of reasoning of 
a .senior- member of the team 
the morning after the final. 
It Ls a note of confidence I 
would not hesitate to echo as 
the shattered Indian team 
begins picking up the pieces 
for the real thing — the 
Ttst series. 

The reverse against Sri 
Lanka has really perked up 
tlie players. They are work¬ 
ing extra hard and this 
morning when rains prevent¬ 
ed net practice, they carried 
out all the exercises Dr 
landon put them through at 
Bangalore. Over a pizza. I. 
discussed the next part ol 
the tour with Venkat and 
Gavaskar and tar from look¬ 
ing dc.spondent they were 
busy discussing their strate¬ 
gies for the County games. 

For all his undiminisbed 
confidence. Venkat cannot 
hope for a Lord’s wicket like 
they had for the Cup final. 
Jim Fairbrother had shaved 
it to a bare yellow to .shield 
England from the battery of 
(I 




the West Indies pace bowlers. 
Il.ater Allan Rae told me 
Wayne Daniel had been un 
able to find a place in the 
14!) 

Sunil Gavaskar further 
recalled that when they fac¬ 
ed Lillee and Thomson a 
few years ago the wicket was 
white. But you can be sure 
that when August 3 comes 
around, the Lord’s wicket 
will have turned to its usual 
colour, giving the bhies to 
our batsmen. 

Still, the boys are not 
daunted. The Cup final was 
a revelation for them. Kapil 
Dev was raving: “Fielding 
should be like this for a real 
good game.” Brijesh Patel 
demonstrated how Randall 
and Edmonds effected those 
sliding stops on the boundary 
line, the originators being 
the Australiaas who must 
stop the ball with the eco¬ 
nomy of action as their 
pickets are also their boun- 
darv lines. The players had 
some hectic fielding sessions 
and one looks forward to 
their performance in this 
department in the days to 
come. 

LONDON. JUNE 29 

■Il/IANDERING AROUND 
W ITte Oval it came as a 
surprise to find among the 
various commem rations that 
there was little or nothing 
to mark India's historic only 
win in England there in 1971- 
There are framed ^roup pic¬ 
tures of various touring 
teams and while Pakistan’.s 
1971 team ih there and 
India's tduring team of 19.59 
is also there. Our Cri-Con- 
trol Board would do well to 
send a complimentary pic¬ 
ture. of Wadekar's team and 
a kingsize one of Chandra 
to remind the county of a 
missing link in cricket his¬ 
tory. 


This brings to mind Dilip 
Sardesai’s recounting the 
scene after that triumph. 
Dilip ' said he had peeped 
inside the Prince of Wales 
room next to the players’ 
dressing room and found the 
immaculately suited gentle¬ 
men stony and whitcfaced 
as if they had been hit by 
Ifghtning. That is a sight 
Dilip, who pla.yed no mean 
part in that victory, treasures 
most. 

The other day when Chan¬ 
dra was back at the scene of 
his triumph there was a 
mystical look in his eyes 
and he wondered what had 
made things click and con¬ 
cluded that it was just a 
day when everything did. By 
the time the fourth Test here 
Lomes around, one will hone 
for the dawn of another such 
day. 


W ATCHING A SURREY 
versus Warwickshire 
County championship game 
at The'Oval when 10 km 
away Vi jay was shaking 
Borg and another 200 km 
away Kapil was rattling Nor- 
thaiits was like doing some 
Nero-type fiddling when 
Rome was burning. 

Well it seemed as if mv 
foresight had taken leava 
that day. Even .so I was re¬ 
warded when West Indian 
Kallicharran hit an attacking 
century to end bis run <nr 
poor scores at a time when 
that radical entertainment 
guide. 'Time Out’, was giv¬ 
ing him the stick for his 
boring approach to his task. 

The real reason for my go¬ 
ing to The Oval was that 
I wanted to have a feel of a 
typical County match, 1 
found myself among about 
200 loyal Surrey supporters 
silting stoically through the 
proceedings for better for 
worse, some doing their own 


scoring and all filling 
their scores in the pri 
scorecards. There wen 
least 20 elderly cov 
among them, munching h 
wiches, along with Lagei 
the good old tea from 
Bask. Their persever, 
was duly rewarded v 
Surrey trounced Warv 
shire by an innings for t 
second successive win 
jump up in the table an 
looks like the answer to 
Laker’s question in cours 
an article in the new Wi) 
encket monthly will Su 
rise again ?’ will not be 
In coming. 

While the Surrey suj 
ter$ exulted I was sitting 
Kallicharran and found 
in a mood to discuss In< 
prospects in the si 
against England. He 
the side had enough ex 
ence to provide an inte 
ing tussle. Especially 
batsmen like “.S u r 
Vishwanath and yem 
kar,” who at that 'pn 
moment were hitting a 
century at Northampton, 
thants had piled up 32^ 
three the previous day 
X asked Kalli whether 
Indian attack would no 
hard pressed in the se 
Kalti felt that would no 
so and said that the 
fact of the famed trii 
spinners playing w 
daunt the English batsi 
With three useful med 
pacers like Kapil, Ghavri 
Mohinder around, Kalli 
the India attack had 
right balance. 

I asked whether Ve 
would pose David Gower 
same problems he had p 
to him in India. Kalli af 
ed this stating that Gci 
though a good player, b 
weakness against spin, 
the others he told i 
watch out for Gooch 
Randall, attacking bats 
both. 

Who would be the i 
dangerous bowler ? “V 
undoubtedly,” said Kalli 
ing that when the ball 
moving Hendrick and ail 
others would be dilficul 
play "for they are a pn 
sional bowling side.” Bu 
added be had no doubt 
India’s experienced 
would make it an intercs 
series. Would he ventui 
prediction or would 1 
win a Test or two were q 
tions Kalli, whose stubbl- 
beard showed traces of g 
did not care to answer 
the same he said he iv- 
be there for the first 
in his home, Birminghair 
cheer up the Indian tear 

P V. J KAR 




ALL THE POMMIES 


I BOTHAM. IAN TERENCE (23) 

' — Somerwt; right-hand middle- 
order batsman and right arm 
medium pace bowler. Botn 
November 24, 1955 at Heswall, 

I Cheshire. Took five Australian 
, wickets on his first dav of Test 
, cricket at Nottingham two seasons 
ago. 17 Tests, 791 runs (Av 3295) 
and fi7 wickets (Av 1868) ie. 
needs 209 runs and 13 widiets to 
I reach the all-rouader’s “double” of 
] 000 runs and 100 wickets in 



% / \ i- 



Tests May well beat the woild 
icenrd in lesser Tests than Vinoo 
Mankad's 23 Has twice perform 
ed the outstanding feat of scorma 
a century and taking five wickets 
■n the same Test Best bowling 8 
for 34 in an innings and best 
match figures 11 for 140 vs New 
''caland at Lord’s last year. 
Career-best knodc 108 against 
I’akistan at Lord's last year Held 
22 catches Toured Pakistan, New 
Zealand and Austialia 



BOYCOTT. GEOFF (38) ~ York¬ 
shire; One of the soundest right- 
hand opening batsmen of the 
world Bom OC'ober 21, 1640 at 
Fitzwilliam Yorkshire. Debut 
against Australia at Nottingham 
in 1964. 80 Tests, 5,938 runs 
(Ave 48 27). Highest 246 no. 
against India at Leeds in 1967. 
16 centuries against all Test-play 
mg countries Highest score in a 
senes 657 against Australia in 
Australia in the 6-Test senes in 
197071. As a right-arm bowler 
has captured seven wickets ^ 
5086 including his best perfor- 
manie ot 3 for 47 against South 
Africa at Cape Town m 1964 65 
Led England in four Tests after 
being the vice captain to Mike 
Rrearlev on the tout of Pakistan 


BREARLEY, JOHNSON MICIIA 
EL (37) — Middlesex, Has been 
leading England in the last 19 
Tests Bats right handed as an 
opener or in the middle oidci and 
occasionally keeps wickets too 
Born April 28 1942 at Hat row 

Test debut at Nottingham vs West 
Indies in 1976 27 Tests, 1 029 

runs (Ave 23 38) Highest 91 vs 
India m Bombay 1476 77 Toured 
Australia (twice i and India and 
Pakistan once 32 catches in the 
close in posiiions Has led Eng 
land to victory in 13 lests, tasting 
defeat only once 



rDMOND*? PHII LIPr. HI NRY 
(28) — Middlesex, iight handed 
bat and lc*ft arm urDiodox spinnei 
Boin Match 8, 19SI at 1 usaka 
Zambia Debut at feeds in 1475 
vs Australia principally as a hit 
arm bowlei Has taken 43 wickets 
(cT 21 58 Best bowling ^even foi 
66 vs Pakistan .it Karachi m 1477 
78 I ive or moie wickets in an 
innings — twice Highest score 
50 vs New Zealand at Chiist- 
rhurrh in 1477 78 Has toured 
New Zealand, Pakistan and Aus< 
traha 



FMBURKY lOIlNIRNlSI (27) 
~- Middlesex, rirhi,iim uflbicak 
bcmiei and light hand tail end 
batsman Born August 20 1432 

at Peckhani Debut v ■> New /ta 
land at lotd’s last viai lumed 
Austialia with Brcarloys team 18 
wickets (Ave 14 22) Best bowl 
mg 4 for 4b in Svdnev Test 
Captured a wicket in the very 
first ovet bowled in lest dls^ 1 l^ 
sing New Zealand’s, openet B A 
Fdgai wi h the fourth delivery 



GOOCH, GRAHAM Al.LAN (26) 
— Essex; Rif!ht'-band opening 
batsman. Also bowls medium fast 
stuff with right-arm. Born July 
23. 1955 at Iicytonston. Debut vs 
Australia at Birmingham in 1S75. 
Earned the dubious distinction of 
^'bagging a pair” on debut. 13 
Tests, 547 runs (Avc 27.35). 
Highest 91 n.o. vs New Zealand 
at The Oval last year. Only tour 
abroad that of Australia last 
season. 


GOWER, DAVID IVON (22) — 
' Leicestershire; Left-hand batsman 
and occasional right hand off-break 
bowler. • Born April 1, 1957 at 
Tunbridge Wells. Test debut 1978 
in Birmingham Test versus Pakis¬ 
tan. 12 Tests, 858 runs (Avc 
47.66). Highc.st score 111 vs New 
Zealand at The Oval. Toured 
Australia with Brearley’s team, 
hitting a ton at Perth. 
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HENDRICIC, MICHAEL iW ^ 
I^rhyshire; Right-arm fg<t medb 
um bowler. Has been in and mif 
of England’s team since 1874. 
Bom (Jetober 22, 1848 at Darley. 
Dale. 21 Tests. 66 wldcets 
2.3.45 runs a piece. Debut vs India 
at Manchester in 1974. Earned 

his best bowling figures 4 for 



28 in the same series at Birming¬ 
ham. Four visits abroad including 
one trip each to Australia and 
New ^aland. Distinguished be¬ 
ginning like Emburey’s — captur¬ 
ed Solkar’s wicket at Manchester 
in 1974 with his third delivery in 
Te.st fricket. 



LEVER, JOHN KENNETH (30)- 
Essex : T.,cft-arm fast-medium 
bowler, right-hand batsman. Born 
February 24, 1949 at Ilford. 14 
Tests, 49 wickets (?> 22.57 runs 
apiece. Best bowling 7 for 46 and 
10 for 70 in an innings and a' 
match, respectively, vs India at 
Delhi in 1976-77, his debut Test. 
Highest .score S3 in the same match. 
Total runs 223 (Avc. 12.38). Tour¬ 
ed India and Australia in 19)6 77 
and Pakistan and New Zealand in 
1977-78 and Australia again Just 
season. 


MILLER. GEOFFREY (27)—Der 
byshire; all-rounder right-hand 
middle order batsman and oil 
break bowler with good recoid 
Born September 8. J!).'>2 at Ches¬ 
terfield. Cupped in the last Test 
vs West Indies at The Ov.jl in 
1976. 20 Tests 632 runs (Avc 
25.28), 39 wickets ('e 25.64 includ¬ 
ing best bowtiiig 5/44 vs Austra¬ 
lia at Sydney in 1978-79, Highest 
score 98 n.o. vs Pakistan at laihorc 
in 1977-78. Toured India. Pakistan 
New Zealand and Australia. 









old!; cHmsTomit middle- 

ton (SO)— Yorkshfrt ; right-trai 
fast modtttiii openiiui bowler end 
attacking Mlddw-orter ibn-handed 
batsman. Debut in the Calcutta 
Test in 1972-73. 41 T«ats, 129 
wickets (Ave. 27A2.), 751 runs (<^ 
14.44). Hns captured five or more 
wickets in an innings four times. 
Best bowling 7 for SO vs Pakistan 
at Birmingham in 1979. Highest 
score GS vs Pakistan at The Oval' 
in 1974. Born December 22, 1948 
at Middlesborough. Has visited all 
rrickrl-playlng countries except 
South Africa and played in every 
Test series that England have 
played sidcc his debut. 


\ BANDAI.I., DEBEK WILLIAM 
I (28) — Notlingh.-im.shirc ; Right- 
{ hand biitsmun. 22 Tests 1016 runs 
<Avc 2$).8B). Highest score 174 in 
; Hic O-iiUttiary Test vs Australia 
ai Melbourne in 1976-77. Bom 
I'<‘bi-uary 24, tO.'ll. Debut at. Cal- 
I 'uliii 1976*77. Accompanied Bng- 
I land b-ains to India, Australia, 
' Pakistan, New Zealand and again 
to Australia. 




TAYLOR. ROBERT WILLIAM 
(38)—Derbyshire: wicket-keeper 

and right-hand batsman. Born 
July 17. 1941 at Stoke. Playing 
since 1970-71 vs New Zealand at 
Christchurch. But, unfortunately, 
never a regular member of the 
English Test sides even though 
has accompanied seven touring 
parties of England since Ahcn. 19 
Tests, 66 dismissals benind the 
s umps—54 catches and 12 stump- 
ings, 410 runs (Ave. 19.52). 
Highest score 97 vs Australia at 
Adelaide last year. 


UNDERWOOD. DEREK LESLIE 
(34)—Kent ; left-arm spinner and 
bats right hand. Born June 8, 
1945 at Bromley. Debut vs West 
Indies at Nottingham in 1966. 
Known to be simply unplayable 
on a rain-affected wicket. 74 Tests 
(up to 1977 when he joined 
WSC). 265 wickets (Avc. 24.90). 
824 runs (Ave. 11.94). Accounted 
for over five batsmen in an inn¬ 
ings 16 times and 10 or more in a 
match six Hmes : a record. Best 
bowling eight for five vs Pakistan 
at Lord’s in 1974. 31 unbeaten inn¬ 
ings. a record for England in 
Tests. Held 39 catches as a fields¬ 
man. Tours abroad include three 
to Pakistan, three to Australia, 
three to New Zealand, two to 
India and one to West Indies. 


WILU$, ROBERT GEORGE 
DYLAN (30)—Warwickshire : Tall 
right-arm fast bowler and hard¬ 
hitting lower-order batiman. Bom 
May 30, 1949 at SunderlanA 47 
Ttsts, 171 wickets {@ 24.05). 
Best bowling six for S3 vs Indie 
at Bangalore (1976-77). Hit sent 
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back five or more batsmen in an 
innings 11 times. Debut vs Aus¬ 
tralia at Sydney 1970-71, Toured 
Australia four times. New Zeabind 
Iwice and India. West Indies and 
Pakistan once each. Was a deputy 
to Mike Brcaricy on the last tour 
‘Down Under’. 

COMPILED BY 
SUDHIR VAIDYA 
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FIRST WEFK AT WIMBLEDON 

VkW-BOKS MATCH 
ms THE BEST 

NARESH KUMAR 


A t THE END OF THE FIRST 
week, only eight competitors 
were left out of the I2S who had en¬ 
tered for the jientlemen’s singles 
championship. Ten seeded men failed 
to find their expected places in the 
last 16. 

The casualties .sadly included two 
of the most colourful personalities in 
the game. Vitas Gerulaitis seeded 
fourth fell on the opening day to 
fellow countryman Pat Dupre while 
John McEnroe, seeded two, was de 
feated by the ISth seed Tim Gullik- 
son in the last sixteen. Both were in 
the bottom half of the draw which in 






their absence was left to the meicv of 
the fast serving fifth seed Roscot 
r inner The almost certain semi final 
I lash between Borg and Connors m 
tlir top half of the draw will virtualb 
(Kride the wionei of the champion 
ships 

Hut earlv in the first week the 
double<lunded worlds of Borg and 
(onnors were s'rongly threatened and 
did not seem all that secuie As the 
week progressed theli skills weie 
honed to a finer edge and once again 
they now seem to be in a class of their 
own 

Undoubtedly the match of the week 
was the second round clash between 
Itorg and Vijay Amritraj In my 30 
Wimbledons I have not seen a bettei 
behaved champion with such a line 
temperament When Vijay led him 
by two sets to one, and by three 
games to one, with his own sei vice to 
follow in the fourth set, Borg showed 
no emotion or anxiety Looking at 
him without knowing the scoie, one 
might have thought he was plav 
mg a casual set at lady Crossfields 
Aiyiual Tennis lea Party 

With the help of a double fault and 
two points on which Vijav missed his 
fiist service Borg had Viiay down 
love 40 and seemed on the vcrgi ot 
get'mg the vital break back Viiay 
pulled back two points with searing 
volleys Then at 30-40 Boig des 
patched Vijay's second service down 
the line with a double handed shot 
which sped like a rocket to the corner 
if the court for the break bark Now 
t was two gamer to three with 
Borg's seivicc to follow, and it seemed 
that Vijay had let Botg off the book 
Out Vijay played with a zest such as 
I have not seen in his game in th,: 
last tew years His big ground shots 
lound the chalk in the corners ot the 
Lourt and soon Borg was down love 
to on his service But Borg, the gieat 
rhampion that he is, kept finding a 
ittle extra With two service aces he 
:rept up to 30-40 Then he missed his 
irst serve and Vijay pounced on his 
■econd service despatching a scorch 
ng backhand down the hnc Borg 
unged towards it, stuck his racket 
lut and like a conjuier plucked a 
vinning forehand volley from the air 
: uck, or call it fate, bad slammed the 
loor on Vajay’s face 

Vijay, to his credit, fought gamely 
o the bitter end but the magic mo> 
nent had come and gone With his 
'ery creditable victory in five sets 
iver the tough Australian Mark 
dmondson, this was perhaps Vijay’s 
lest Wimbledon The three week 
raining stint he did before coming to 
hr grass court circuit paid Vijav 
irh dividends If ho perseveres and 
rains harder who knows it may not 
le too late for him to break through 
0 the top. 

The week ended sadly with the 
lefeal of McLnioe I say sadly be- 
aii-e he seemed to be the only player 
I'ho poses a real threat to Borg and 
oiinors The 20 year-old curly haired 
olatile McLnroe is far more talented 
ban cither Borg or Connors His 


B<)tq tn utlton 

game is cast in tht classic oithodox 
mould ot the foimci (bampions He 
takes an taily ball and can slire, 
topspin 01 hit It flat at Will and has 
no weakness lo a gnat extent his 
loss was due lo the tiyiiig conditions 
on court iiumbci two Some hostile 
spectators applauded his errors and 
the pioxiniity ol the noisy crowd 
biokc Mif-ntocs loniinti ilion In 
the end he was like a tiapiicd animal 
wanting to some how finish the match 
and get oft the court How else could 
(lullikscin have won eight games in a 
row’ Mil ntoc in this Wimbledon 
tailed the tempii anit nt ti st Thire is 
little doubt that il he can ovcicomc 
this he will become one oi the all 
tinif gi eats of the game 

With not a single lepieseiitative in 
the last eight Australian tennis has 
learhed its lowest ebb Uiad Diewetl 
a formei Australian junior champion 
came through the qualifying lounds 
and defeated Victor Pecci the eighth 
seed in a superb match for a place 
m the last 16 The left handed 
Drewett seems to be the lone Austia 
ban hope 

Though Pecci lost his game he was 
very impressive indeed I he- toweiing 
6 toot 4 inches Paiaguayan, who 


wcais a diamond on his right ear 
lobe IS a v( ty poweifiil <]ncl colourful 
playei I oi a big man he is an asto¬ 
nishingly fast movii Siiiely he will 
find h^s way lo the top His loss at 
Wimbledon was du« to lack of expeii- 
ence ot g-ass court play, and some 
inspiied piav by Diewett 

Ramtsh Kiishnan who eelebiated 
his IBtli biithday in eaily lune, fiesh 
fiom his triumph in the I rench Junior 
( hampionships drew Yannick Noah, 
winnei ut th< Indian Giand Prix and 
one of the tough lloalers m the diaw 
He lost m straight sets the hrst ol 
which was decided by a tiebreaker 
Noah’s gieater service powei was like 
a ckft stick which kept pushing 
Ramesh back forcing him to a defen 
sivr role Raniesh s seivict piovid 
ed no problems for the colour*d 
iiciichnian, since it larked pciietia 
tion and variation His giound iho s 
WPic* magnificent while his backhand 
sollcv has become -haipti than his 
fathei s Ramedis game has setUc d 
down nif» ly and he has matuted into 
a fine playci But he is playing tiis 
ti iinis m a v* ry tough and highly 
lonipetilivc cii in which it is vciv 
diflKult to make it to he top let us 
wish him the best of luck as he* aems 
lo bt India’s only hope 
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FtRST WEEK AT WIMBLEDON 

Meet the 

graceful 

McEnroe 

SYDNEY FRISKIN 

O N THE FRINGES OF WIMBLE 
don’s no.orious court number 
two a booming voice assailed ray 
eardrums with the following words : 
"Whats that guy doing on court. He 
was beaten yesterday.” Behind me 
was a Texas businessman complete 
with 10-gallon hat and cigar gripped 
firmly between his teeth. He point¬ 
ed to Tim Gullikson, the twin brother 
of Tom Gullikson who was beaten on 
the previous^ day by John McEnroe. 
The. ebullient Texan admitted that 
he had come back to Wimbledon 
after 10 years which accounted for 
his own confusion over the Gullikson 
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Mi'KnrtK’ in aclton anainsi Tom CuUtlotcm. He won. but lose m the 
text rimnd lo Toni’x twin, Tim 


An unusual patentied Jimmy 
Connors shot 

twins he difference being that Toi 
is left-handed. 

The prelude having been complete 
neither the Texan nor 1 for th{ 
matter could have realised that th 
stage was set for the greatest senst 
tion of the first week, the elimini 
tion of the No 2 seed John McEnro 
of the United States by tbe righ 
handed Tim Gullikson. The botton 
had fallen out of the second half o 
.he draw and one of the most con 
troversial figures had bowed ou 
albeit gracefully. Tim Gulliksoi 
said in a Press interview later tba 
he could hardly believe what he hac 
achieved bu. had been given even 
encouragement from his brothei 
Tom, who said : “If you try hare 
enough you can beat him.” Tim, 
epitome of modesty, was full oi 
praise for McEnroe “John wasn’t so 
good today,” he said, “but honestly 
he’s a great guy. He is not at all 
like his reputation suggests.” 

McEnroe presented a picture of 



lejec-fnv w imviBs m vmn mm 

i>eing bMt«D in 8tr»{|w sets. Itfbea 
le was 3-0 dosfn in the third set he 
,jt qttietly in his chair unhappily con- 
i^mplating the consequences of his 
mistakes. When he faced the Press 
utcr dressed in towel wrap he was 
><;ncrous in his praise of Tiro. "1 
vant to give him every credi*." he 
laid. “I Know this sounds like sour 
‘rapes but 1 have a few p^sical 
iroblems. I have a cold and 1 wa.s 
(iff all over." He did not blame' the 
rowd for its hostility. At the same 
ime he menJoned that the crowd’s 
ittitude did not help. He said he 
ould feel that they did not want 
ism to win “I also think that it is 
personal thing with them and me. 
hey want to see Borg in the final 
very year. Perhaps the only ans- 
tor is to be great guy.” 

^0 WIMBLEDON AND ITS 
3 attendant pressures ii seemed 
roved too much for McEnroe, who 
> only 20 but I .hink it was a, little 
iifair that he should have been 
i'cn a dose of unpleasant medicine 
wo days in succession. On this 
line boisterous and congested court 
c had been given a hard time on 
'ic previous day by Tom Gullikson, 
ho made him strelch for every 
uint in a three-set match which 
isted nearly three hours. In that 
me both players were subjected to 
II sorts of distractions and while the 
^year-old Tom Gullikson was able 
) endure them McEnroe . plainly 
)ii]d not. although fortunately, ho 
id not lose his temper. 

Throughout the match spectators 
ept moving fidgeting climbing up 
IC screens and making so much 
uise that ihe umpire appealed for 
lence several times. 


Phis same court was the 

graveyard of two other fallen 
•eds Arthur Ashe and Brian Goit- 
ied both of whom had faced the 
inic conditions, though happily not 
H* same hostility. It was once said 
y a famous writer that of all human 
rrors prophecy was the most un- 
ccessary. But even tennis players 
in sometimes be right when they 
lake predictions. Shortly after he 
as beaten by Jimmy Connors in the 
'cond round, Marty Hiessen sat 
'imfortably in the interview room 
Kc the head of a family just rcturn- 
d from a hard day’s work. Offering 
0 excuses he thought it time to 
ttcr a few" words of wisdom. Refer- 
mg to Borg, Connors and McEnroe 
<■ said : "Not. one of these guys is 
laying well and I would not be sur- 
iised if one of them were to fall 
'.lore the end of the week.” Few 
‘old have thought then that 
Ul'nroo would fulfil the prophecy. 

I’ll Tim Gullikson's consistency 
I'.Enroc had no certain answers. It 
as ,in a.stonishiiig ro.sult which con- 
•iiniled the expcris and in a sense 
i foiiiilcd the welt-known Biblir.il 
'eory of not Icttir.g the right band 
aow what the left hand doetb. 



Itefmainfi champion Martina Navratilova—xhe kept dropping nets, but 
loinninq 
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VUAY-BORG MATCH 

Silence 
please, 
genius at 
work 


JOHW MASON 


XnN£ PENSIONERS FROM 
^' Chelsea Hospital sunned 
themselves on Court 1 for an hour 
before their polite interest gave 
way to alert, ramrod attention — 
and the old soldiers barely moved 
a muscle for the next two and 
three quarter hour. 

From the vantage point of their 
cour side seats the red-coated 
pensioners, medals gleaming fol¬ 
lowed every move made by Bjorn 
Borg, the defending champion, 
and Vijay Amritraj, an Indian 
resident in California and ranked 
29th by the ATP cmnputer. 

This second-round match was a 
glorious encounter to ally free of 
histronics and crammed with ex¬ 
cellent, elegant tennis : the thun¬ 
derous service, the pundied drive, 
the lob, high and low, the chop¬ 
ped spinning backhand return 
the athletic volley. 


To heighten an already enthral¬ 
ling .contcs'., Borg was behind for 
a long time, and Amritraj, who 
later suggested his opponent was 
a "genius — no other word will 
do," was not too far off victory, 
in the fourth set. At this time of 
travail, Borg showed no flicker of 
emo'ion. 

The Swede, better aMe than 
practically anyone else to win 
those points that matter, dug 

himself out of ah uncomfortably 
deep trench to win 2-6, 64, 4-6, 
7-6, 6-2. At ;he end a packed 
court, including the old soldiers, 
rose to acclaim a match of abso¬ 
lute quality, and one which had 
added further to Borg’s lore. 


Amri:raj had the first set over 
and done within 25 minutes. He 
brhke Borg's service twice, in the 
sixth and eighth games, and no 
matter Mot ram's deeds ou the 
adjacent Centre Court, the few 
vacant spots, on Court I were fil¬ 
ling rapidly, 

■ Amrilraj was serving with a 
ruthless efficiency. At times, the 
champion had to scramble like 
lesser mortals, and he could make 
no firm impression until the ninth 
game of the second set. Then he 
broke Amritraj’s service to 30 and 
held bis own for the set. 

The pace slowed a little in the 
third as the rallies lengthened. 
Amritraj, if anything, was the 


superior and, though hard pressed 
not to yield his service in a drawn 
out fifth game which went to five 
deuces he still won the aet 64, 
breaking Borg in the final game 
which induilM a rare double 
fault. 

the match hinged on the fourth 
set, where Amri raj was 3-2 ahead 
and leading 40-love on Borg's ser¬ 
vice. The Swede, the massed 
ranks of his supporters vohibfas 
and anxious, turned those un¬ 
happy squeals to roars of delight 
by winning the next five points to 
level. 

So to the tie-break at 6-6. 
Amritraj began with an ace and 
hit a good re. urn on Borg's first 
service. “I think,*’ said Amritraj 
later, "that I’d probably won at 
that point. Tie-breaks don't 
bother me. I have won about 80 
per cent.’’ Today was a day for 
the 20 per cent. 

Borg, the complete player, did 
not permit his smiling, courteous 
opponent another point in win¬ 
ning the tie break 7-2 and Uie set 
7-6, to square the match. He 
rattled through the final set, the 
only major delay beit^i a marvel¬ 
lous last game in which Amritraj 
saved seven match points. 

I think Amritraj was right. We 
had seen a genius at work on a 
day on which Wimbledon had 
bulged at the seams. 


Bjorn Borg, the champion, had 
earlier conic nearer to fulfilling 
Riessen'i. prophecy and the man who 
could have helped him to do it was 
none o'her than India's "Vijay Amrit¬ 
raj. While McEnroe was disposing 
of Buster Mottram on the centre 
couVt attention was diverted to court 
No _1 where Borg was in trouble 
against Amritraj, who was leading 
by two sets to one and playing 
beautiful shots, some completely out 
of this world. In the fourth set, 
Borg was in danger of losing not 
only the match but also his title and 
Amritraj leading 4-love in the sixth 
game on Borg’s service was on the 
fringe of glory. But Borg with ner¬ 
ves of .steel took control levelled 
up at 3-ail won the eventual tie-break 
and ran away with the fifth and final 
set. All Amritraj could say after¬ 
wards was that Borg is a genius. 

After Ihe dust had .settled on an 
eventful first week only four seeds 
had survived into the last eight, 
Borg No 1, Connors No 3, Tanner 
No S and Tim Gullikson No 15. The 
women’s singles were less topsy 
turvy and not without the human 
touch wi h the appearance before 
the Press of Martina Navratilova 
with her mother whom she had not 
seen for four years and who had 
come to London from Czechoslovakiq 
Jo “ 


as a guest of the All-England Lawn 
Tennis Club. Winning Wimbledon 
Martina said : "was the greatest 
momen' of my career. But seeing 
iny mother alter four years was the 
greatest moment of my life”. Mrs 
Navratilova, whose English vocabu 
lary is somewhat limited, said that 
her daughter now looks thinner but 
much prettier. 

And here is another example of 
maternal love. Evonne Cawley, for- 
nieily Coolagong, who' moved in Ihe 
last eight without much ado said 
tliat she hurries away from Wimble¬ 
don after every match to get back to 
her two-year-old daughter. Evonne 
through her charm and good man¬ 
ners on ''nd off the court has always 



been one of the most popular womei 
in the game. 

Lennart Bergelin Borg’s mentor 
and i.uach, later issued s 
story that his protege was sufferini 
from hamstring trouble althougl 
true to his character, Borg gave nc 
evidence of it when disposing o' 
lieank Pfister, the big serving Aiqe 
rican in three sets Brian ’Teachei 
gave Borg a harder .ime in thi 
fourth round but again it was a cast 
of the teacher taught. 

A ustralian tennis stock: 

which have dwindled rapidi: 
since the golden days of Hoad, Rose 
wail, Laver and Newcombe may sooi 
be replenished by the 20-yegr-oli 
Brad Orewe.t, hard-hitting left-hand 
er from Sydney. Drewett’s defeat o 
the fancied victor Peed, the No. t 
seed and finalist at Paris, produce) 
some of ;he more exdting moment 
of the first week. It was full o 
thrilling tie-breaks. In many a crisi 
Drewett showed wonderful Miqpera 
men. and his good looks soon earaei 
him the favour of the crowd particu 
larly the young women who spurret 
him on to victory, but it did not belt 
him much in the next round whei 
he yielded to Bill Scanlon of thi 
United States. 

Pix: AP 







Cup final 
in 

pictures 
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CoUis Kinq nows out after a sptcr>4im tib runs ann receives a comforting 
and conqratufatori) two on the hack from compatnoi Viv Richaros 

Bou'lcr Chris Old takes an one^ianifed catch In rjitiims dive I.Untd 
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Prudential Cup 
records 

BATTING 


West Indies 

R 

0 

w 

II.S 

III 

•;s 

VS 

India 

J94 

r>i.3 

1 

10(;*((;re<‘nidKe) 

W/9 

wktS. 

vs 

S. l..anka 

No result due 

t(i ram. 2 puints 

shared. 

vs 

N.Z. 

244 

60.0 

7 

73*(l,l<)vd) 

W/.32 

runs. 

vs 

Fak. 

293 

00.0 

(i 

73 ((ireeriidge) 

W/43 

runs. 

vs 

Eng. 

28U 

00.0 

9 

138*<Richards) 

W/92 

runs. 



1017 231.3 

23 





Utmdrirk earjrrrssrs hk ji/t/-ax hn tUMndfirs Kallirhurraii’s 
I HI Us- 



EnSlaMi 


vs 

Ausl. 

160 47.1 4 

53 (Gooch) 

W/6 

Wkt 

V.S 

Canada 

46 13.5 2 

2l«(Goo»b) 

W/8 

Wk! 

vs 

Pak. 

165 

60.0 9 

33 (Gooch) 

W/14 run 

vs 

M.Z. 

221 

60.0 8 

71 (Gooch) 

W/9 

run 

vs 

W.l. 

194 

SI.O 10 

64 (Brearley) 

L/92 run 



780 232.0 33 




Pakistan 






VS 

Canada 

140 

40.1 2 

57*(Sadiq) 

W/8 

wkt 

vs 

AusA. 

280 

00.0 7 

62 (A.sif) 

W/89 

> run 

vs 

Eng. 

151 

56.0 10 

51 (Asif) 

L/14 

run 

VS- 

W.l. 

250 

56.2 10 

93 (Zaheer) 

L/43 run 



827 212.3 29 




New Zealand 





VS 

S. Lunka 

191 

47.4 1 

83*(Turner) 

W/9 

Wkl 

vs 

India 

183 

57.0 2 

84*(Kdgar) 

W/8 

wkl 

vs 

W.l 

212 

60.0 9 

42{lladlec) 

L/32 

ruiv 

vs 

Eng. 

212 

00.0 9 

b9(Wrigtit) 

L/9 

rua^ 



798 

224.4 21 




Australia 





4 

VS 

England 1.59 

60.0 9 

47(Hiiditch) 

L/6 

wkl 

vs 

Pak. 

197 

57 1 10 

72 (Hilditch) 

L/89 

run 

vs 

Canada 

106 

20.0 3 

27*(Hugbes) 

W/7 

wkl. 



402 143.1 22 




Sri lainka 






V.S 

N.Z. 

189 

56 6 10 

59 (Tennekoon) 

L/9 

wkt 

vs 

W.l. 

No re.suU due to rain, 2 point.ic shared. 

vs 

India 

238 

60.0 5 

67 (Wettimuny) W/47 

run 



427 

II6.5 15 




Canada 






VS 

Pak. 

139 

60.0 9 

45 (Searly) 

L/8 

wkt 

V.S 

Kng. 

45 

40.3 10 

21 (Dennis) 

L/8 

wkl 

vs 

Ausl. 

105 

43.0 lu 

29 (Vaughan) 

L/7 

wkl 



289 

143.3 29 




India 






VS 

W.l. 

190 

53.1 10 

75 (Vishwanalfa) 

L/9 

wkl 

vs 

N.Z. 

182 

55.5 10 

55 (Gavaskar) 

L/B 

wkl 

vs 

S. Lanka 191 

54.1 10 

36 (Vengsarkar) 

L/47 

run 



563 163.1 30 





BOWLING 

Total 5ica 1467.2 202 I38*(Rkkards) 2 SlS 9. 3tS2 

ROW BB K/W R/C 

W.l. 84C 220.3 3.9 3B/5 {Gamer) 21.69 3.31 

Em;. 833 276.3 47 8/4'(Oid) 18.15 3.0( 

Pak. 794 237.1 34 56/4 (Asif) KK 3 l3£ 

N.Z. 836 232.4 35 24/3 (MdEeduue) 23B9 3.S£ 

Ao.<it. 351 150.1 21 21/5 (Horst) ZSTi 

SriUnka 382 101.5 II 29/3 (Som Chand) S4.7S 3.7! 

Cnada 292 80.0 7 27/2 (Heary) 41.71 3.6!: 

India 615 168.3 8 40/3 (Amamatt) 41.71 3.6' 

Total 5169 1467.2 202 21/5 (Hont) 2558 ZS 

U. K. AGRAWAL 


For your record book i 


India in 
England-li 

I F India’s performancM: in Tost matches in England 
was bad in the pFC-lndepcndcnce matches, it was much 
Aorsc in tte three tours that' followed in 1932, 1959 
Mid 1907. 


fuiirs of Engtand in 1952, 1959 and 1967 
itrsults «< the three nerks 


Fear 

Venae 

M 

Won(l) 

D 

L(l) 

'J.52 

Leeds, L«»rd's 
Manchester 

The Oval 

4 

0 

1 

5 

i'i;>9 

• 

Nottingham 
Lord’s, Leeds 
Manchester 

5 

0 

0 

S 

I!K:7 

The Oval 

Leed;, 

Lord'.s 

3 

0 

0 

3 


Edgbaston 

12 

0 

1 

11 


ilatcb-bji-Biatcfa semes with results 
1952 

1. At Leeds. England won by 7 wickets. 

England 334 and 1283. 

India 295 and 165. 

2 At lawd’s. I'ligland won by tt wiekett,. 

England 537 and 79 2. 

India 235 and 378. 

3. At Ataachester. England won bv an innings and 
■'7 inns. 

llngl.iiid 347-9 decl. 

India .58 and 82. 

4, At The Oval Drawn. 

England 326 0 decl. 

India 98. 

9.59 

1. At Ni»ttingham. England won bv an innings and 
■I runs 

England 422. 

India 2(16 and 157 

i At Lord’s England won bx (1 wiikels. 

Engl.iiiil 226 and 188 2 
India U'<8 and U>5. 

3. At I.eeds. F.ngland won by .ni innings and 1 1 1 

MIS 

England 483-8 deil. 

India uil and 149. 

4. At Maachesler. rngland won bv 17i runs. 
England 490 and 265 8<lefl. 

India 206 and 376. 

5. At The Oval. England won bv ar. inning' ami 
runs. 

England 361. 

India 140 and 194. 

!96T 

1. At Leeds. F.ngland won by 6 wickets. 

I'ingland 550-4 dcci and 126-4 

India 164 and 510. 

2. At liord’s. England won by an iniiing.s and 124 
'ills 



3. At Edgbaston. Engl.ind won by 132 runs. 
England 2% and 203. 

India 92 and 277. 


Captains for the three series 

Year Number irf Tests England India 

1952 4 L. Hutton V. .6. Harare 

1959 5 P. May (3) I). K. Gaek 

wad (4) 

M C. (ajwd- P. Roy (1) 
rey (2) 

H167 3 D. H. C.loM' Maiisiir Ali 

Khan Paiaudi 

Centuries 

For England (11) 

150 I.. Hutton at Lord'.s 1932 
104 T, Evans at Lord's 1952 

lot I. Hutton at Mandiesti-i 19.52 
tl‘1 IJ. Sheppnid at The Oval 1952 
t0(> P. May at Nottingham 1959 
100 M. Oiwdroy at la'cds 1959 
131 Pnllar at Mailrhir.sler 1959 
100 M. .1. K. .Smith at Manchester 1959 
240 ii.o, (; llovcott at Lei'cls 1907 
109 II. D. Olivieiji at Leeds 1907 

151 T. Graveney at Loid's l!Ki7 
For India (5) 

135 V, L. Maiijrekar at Leeds 1!152 

181 V. Mankad at l.oid\ 1952 

118 P. It, Cmrigai at M.incbeslei 1959 

112 A A. Baig at M.iinlieslei 1959 

118 Mansur Ali Khan Palandi at Leeds 1!)07 

Five or more wkkels in an innings 
For England (7) 

8 31 F. Trueman al M-nnbesiiM 19,5? 

5 27 A. Bedser al liester 1952 
5-41 A, lled.siT at The Oviil I!I52 
5 48 F. Trueman at The Ov.il 1.9,5? 

531 ,1. atliam .it Nollingbain 1959 

5 35 T. Gi'd-nhougli at Lord’;, 19.59 

6 29 R Hlingworlli at land's 1907 
For India (6) 

.5-100 Ghiitain Alinied at Leeds 1952 

5 190 V. Mankad al Loi.fs 1952 

.5-8.9 R. Desai al Loid's I!I59 

5-115 R. Silleiidraiia111 al M.iiuliestei 1959 

575 K. Siirendranalti al The Oval 19.59 

5127 B. .S, (.'liandr.isekliai al Litid'.s 1967 

J • In < (ii.Sx ,ii < * 


England 386. 

India 152 and 110. 


VUAYAN BALA 
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EAST BENGAL 

Is there a 

football 

secretary? 

TT WAS A MID JUNE MORNING 
i Si ting in tbe Cast Bengal tent. 

I was discussing the club’s dis 
appointing performances in the larly 
matches with a regular player 1 
told him “Your’b is the best side in 
ihe country today Why then arc 
YOU playing so badly’” Pat came his 
reply "Who said we are the best 
team’ We players never claimed it 
\m reporters and our club officials 
sly so I agree we have quite a 
iiuniLcr of talon ed players, both 
luciil as well as fiom the other 
Stalls but to play foi Last Bengal 
01 Mohun Bagan especialy in Cal 
(iita IS no joke lake ray example 
It look me nearly two years to 
ittlc down in the East Bengal 
III soy even hough I am a Calcutta 
boy will accustomed with the local 
(unditions How thin can you ixpect 
thrse outs ation playeis to settle so 
I n ly’ ’ 

Piobably, he was right With 
\ iiious styles and methods of play 
iiid difteitnie of languages, habits 
(iistoms and so on ihe players need 
lime to know and adjust to each 
olliei's game But at he same time 
urn cannot deny the fact that group 
isni among he club officials is also 
hampering the moiale of the side 

Ihe East Bengal Club at present 
has a 29 member executive com 
miltee (22 cleced members, presi 
dr nt and thiee vice presiden s 
(nominated) and three coopted 
niembeis) which is believed to be 
divided into at least five groups 
I hose tactions aie popularly known 
IS It R Ghosh’s (president) group 
NishithGhosh’s (general .secretary) 
roup Jnan Kar’s (accounian ) 
group, J C Cuba’s (former general 
sicretary) group and Bhowanipoie 
roup 

Three of these factions were very 
involved in 'selecting tbe earn in 
rarlv matches One groqp was trying 
to push tne Punjab boys m the first 
< leven, he other was backing the 
players from the South especially 
Nigeria born David William, and the 
turd one had a soft comer for the 
boys of the soil There was almost 
''ons ant pressure on the club coach 
irom these three dificrent quartets 
uid at one stage it got so intolerable 
'01 Aran Ghosh that he was seriously 
braking of quilting Ihe club 


Once I asked a senior player 
“Why are these people against 
Aiunda’” He replied “Probably be 
cause he is too good a man” I 
fully agreed with the player’s view 
because when I approached Aiun 
Ghosh for his version he refused 
to say anything, explaining that 
whatever he said could hamper the 
morale of the side 

There was also a move to censor 
the club coach by appointing a four 
man selection committee comprising 
Santo Mitra Prasanta Sinha 
Sukumar Samajpati and Panmal 
Dey but the idea was dropped as 
these four former East Bengal play 
ers objected to the move Ultimately 
a formula was found and Santo 
Mitia and Prasanta Sinha were told 
to assist the coach in choosing the 
side 

The latest development is that the 



Potesh &ii/t« / am lootball 

ixe has fallen on the clubs football 
secictary Paresh Saha In an cxccu 
tivc committee meeting held in 
the third week of June 14 execu 
tives submitted a memorandum 
which said that the Fast Bengal 
football team lacked spiiit and co 
hcsion because the present football 
secretary was trying to bring a 
Bengali non Bengali fei ling among 
the players There was also a charge 
of misappropriation of money 
against Peuesh Saha An executive 
committee membei told me “Paiesh 
Saha had taken Rs 1 40 000 from the 
club for the recruitment of the play 
ers last ycai He has submitted re 
turns for Rs 1 lakh only but h^,* 
failed to do so for rest Rs 40,000 ” 

A ccording to the fast bln 

gal Club’s rules the exccutivi 
commi tee docs not have the power 
to remove an executive membei from 
his post before his three year teim is 



J ( (iUha Vo tiofihtei for Last 
B< tu/al lor ftve years 


over So the meeting decided to cen 
sor Paresh Saha Originally Ajoy 
Si imam and Sukhlal Saha were asked 
to look aftci football along wuh 
ibiresh Saha Si imam since has step* 
ped down and Sukhlal Saha is handl* 
mg all the financial matters Offiaal* 
ly Paresh Saha still is the foo ball 
spiictaiy of the club—one will 
' veil find his signature in all 
thi official cmiispoiidenre~but 
all effective power now rests 
wi h Sukhlal Siha Suipns 
ingly no show causi notice has vet 
bun stivcd to Paiesh Saha 

Paiesh Saha adiniltid that there 
was a move to haiass him in the 
imiling A section of the executive 
lummittec members alleged that he 
was nut giving sufficient opportunity 
o the uulsiation players in the 
team Mr Saha described tins charge 
IS absoluUlv baseless Iht Last 
Bingal lootball siiietaiv howevei 
ItiiKil that ihcK was also a chaige 
igainst him ol inisappiopiiation of 
niont V No mom j was given to me 
by tin ilub foi tin ruiuitmcnt of 
liaytis he said 

J’lKsh Saha furthei.said that he 
IS vtiv much thin as lootball 
(Cielary Ihi muting astid >ni 
whi till 1 iiqiiiii any ixteulivt 
iiniiihi to coopirali with im I 
told I linn that I want iveryones 
1 o 1 pi i alion A coupk ol membei s 
till 11 veiluii anly lainc to assist me 
My lootball sublonimitti< is also 
winking inon itfeclisily now Mi 
S ilia loiiiluded that all till dis 
ciissions that ook place in the meet 
iiig was intornidl and no ofiicial move 
was takiii on thi niattct 


Simn of the evnutivt numbers 
lx III VI tliat the club is siiiti iiiig fioni 
III i 1 ulininis lation Ihiii ol them 
a aslant smetaiy Uini il Sin inckct 
seeiitaiy Barcii Sin and Sliiiu Mitra 
bivi goni to couit agnnst ‘so many 
niigulan us and ilkgalilita' 

Wliat type ol irre gulaiitii s * asked 
Mum Mitra He iiplitd ‘What not’ 
flub tin.mri iiiw me inbii ships dia 
tiibulion ut tickc s and so on Do you 
Know that no aceoiints have been 
shown to the iiiinibn tin tbe pas 
two veais mil wi do not know what 
IS tilt clubs piisenl financial 
stii ng ti 


Shim Mile I addid ‘In the clubs 
Inst ixiiiitivi tomnn til, inciting 


2 . 







4i€)< 1 early last year, it was informally 
decided that 20U new members would 
t>c taken and an admission sub-corn- 
ntittcc would be formed to scrutinise 
the iipplica ions. In last one-and-a- 
balf years at least 700 members have 
been enrolled but no such body was 
formed." 

He then showed me a copy of the 
iiitnutes of a meeting held last year 
which said : The committee resolved 
to convene an extraordinary general 
tnee ing by the earliest possible date 
to raise the annual substription of 
the OTdinary members to Rs. 100, It 
was further resolved to have a dona¬ 
tion of Rs. 2.10 in addi Ion to the 
existing admission fee of Rs. 250 in 
iTspect of a now member.’ "And do 
you know how much you have to pay 
to be a member of the club?”, asked 
Sheru Milra. “At least Rs 2,100. And 
vou will ge a receipt forRs. 600 only. 
Can you tell me where the rest of the 
money goes?" 

1 ALSO MET J. C. GUHA, FORMER 
secretary and a strong administrator 
and asked him why so much of in¬ 
fighting is going on in the club that 
he had administered successfully in 
the past. 

J. C. Cuha was very critical ot the 
present set up. "Can you tell me how 
many among the 29-incmbcr cxecu:ive 
committee had played football or have 
a basic knowledge of the game? Hard¬ 
ly one or <wo. Now the club 
has been crowded with busi¬ 
nessmen whose only interest is to 
utilise the club for their own benefit. 
They try to stay in power by hook 
and crook so ;hat they can satisfy in¬ 
come-tax officers and ofher influen- 
cial men by giving them tickets and 
club membership forms." 

He added: “These people only 
want to win trophies because they 
know that so long as they win the 
laurels they will be in power. And far 
this they are going on increasing the 
club budget. The burden ultimate iv 
falls on the club members. Du you 
know how much are lltcy charging 
a new member? Rs. 2,100.” 

J. C. Cuba denied that he and Dr. 
Nripen Da.s have made a pact 
to oust the present committee. 

‘T have already suffered a fifth 
(hear ) stroke. Mow can you 

ex|iect me to involve myself in 
direct club politics? Moreover, at pre¬ 
sent I am not even a member of the 
East Bengal Club. (He resigned in 
1977). But I will definitely tell ni,\ 
boys to support the alternative 

force.” 

J. C. Cuba feels unless the club be¬ 
comes free from these ‘business- 
minded elements' it will be ruined, 
lie wants ‘no trophy fur the East 
Bengal Club tor at least five years' 
because he says "only then will these 
people lose interest in the club and 
lias. Bengal come back to its old 
attno.sphere.” 

ALOK DASGUPTA Calcutta 


tfAlEAGUe 

Mohd. 
Sporting 
out of 
race? 

B y the "hme this appears in 

print, the most crucial match of 
the season — between Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal — will have been 
over. But even before that, Moham¬ 
medan Sporting dropped yet another 
point to recede further into the 
background in the struggle for Cal¬ 
cutta’s senior division football league 
title. Having dropped a point, m 
their very first encounter — against 
Calcutta Gymkhana — they conceded 
another to George Telegraph. In 
fart, they were lucky to have saved a 
point becau.se Telegraphs had seve¬ 
ral chances of beating them. 

Now, the only way Mohammedan 
S. C. can hope to regain the title 
they last won in 1967 is by beating 
both Mohun Began and Ha.st Bengal, 
■nils seems an extremely difficuU 
task, at least on current form. But 
from the heavy weather that both 
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal are 
making in Calcutta’s senior division 
football li;aKue, one cannot yet say 
which team will collect the ultimate, 
honours. 

In the week ending June 30. East 
Bengal played just one match. A 
weak Kumartuli just caved in to the 
onslaughts of a much-improved for¬ 
ward line, conceding five; goals. Mihir 
Bose may have got bark .some amount 
of self-confidence with a hat-trick, 
but he wa.s .still unimpressive — a.s 
he has been the entire season. 

Mohun Bagan .seem even more un- 
iinpi'es.sive in their two outings and. 
although they scored .seven goals, 
they conceded the first one this sea¬ 
son. Xavier Pius (onlinucd to bn 
frightened off by the most harmless 
of tackles, but Mohun Bagan may 
have at last found an answer to the. 
nagging problem of ah effective stri¬ 
ker in the reject from F.asi Bengal, 
Ranjit Mukherjee. If Ijis debut, 
iigaiitst Eastern Railway, was any 
indication, this injury-prone player 
has a good season ahead. 

MoHammedan Spor.ing: Tension 
prevailed in and around the Moham¬ 
medan S.C. tent after the star-studded 
team wa.s forced to concede yet an¬ 
other point this time to George Tele¬ 
graph. Mohammedan Sporting’s 
weakest link, the forward line, was 
again in a shambles, the situation 
being worsened by injurie.vS to some 
key players. This was evident against 
Telegraphs, who- fought on equal 
terms, and also gave the home side 
a torrid time. 


Playing oh a slushy n^oiind Iff out- 
tiniinus rain, the tcaihs set up a 
furioii.s pace front the start . Goal- 
kccp(;rs Nasir Ahmed and Biswaitt 
Das were outstanding on the day 
but on two occasions, Ahmed was 
given a fright. Even the sad 
Mohammedan S.C. president, Mr 
Aziz, had a word of praise for Das’s 
commendable performance : “We 
had no thrust. And BLswajit played 
very well,” said Mr Aziz, his face 
down covered with both palms. 

In wet conditions Habib pla,ycd his 
best game so far, but had he curbed 
his excitement and his usual gestures 
his game would have been better. 
Telegraph’s Dilip Sarkar, veteran 
Ncmai Goswami at the rear^ linkman 
Bntan Dutta and both extremes 



Hatijil Muklirrjftr sarrinri his firxl 
r/i/ol in his wuklcn upticnriunce. 


Manish Munna and Dennis William¬ 
son played well and deserved to pick 
up a point for their team. But it left 
Mohammedan captain Habib crying 
aft(>r the match. While this was 
Habib’s reaction, coach Rahman said 
quite annoyed : "It was bad luck. 
And what could I do? I wa.s given 
entire rcspumsibilitv of the team only 
ten days ago (this, however, was not 
tfue. a.s he b(*gan coaching the team 
after their match against Kidderpore 
from May 31). This game is not 
‘headbair (pointing his left index 
fingi-r to his feet) but f-o-o-t-ball. On 
.such ground and weather conditions, 
there should be no chipping and 
heading, but football, that is ground 
passing and shooting. Our boys 
didn’t play that." 



defenders Nemai Goswami ^ Saniih Lattfuddin can gel to it watched anxioustv 









?0 


Veteran's 

view 

S ERGEANT DIPAK DAS (36) IS 
a familiar name oo the Mai- 
dan. Not as a star, but as one of 
the oldest players in Calcutta Lea¬ 
gue. He has been turning out re- 
gularty as a stopper-back for 13 
years for just one team—^Police 
Athletic Club. During this period, 
he has played in the second divi¬ 
sion five times, on each occasion 
helping Police to get back to the 
semor division after being relega¬ 
ted. This year—unless a miracle 
occurs—Police will be demoted 
yet again, as they have accumula¬ 
ted on^ five points in 11 outings. 
*T have really no intention of play¬ 
ing again in the second division. 



But there are compulsions. 

These tvere the sad remarks of 
Dipak Das, whose football career 
will have been experienced by very 
few on the Maidan. 

“But, you know. Police could 
make an effort to strengthen the 
side and at least stop this almost 
biennial feature of relegation. It's 
a fact that the game here has turn¬ 
ed more professional than it was 
live years ago. The Police cannot 
get good players with public mo¬ 
ney, but there is another way. We 
have two Sergeants’ Institutes and 
a dairy farm, which bring in about 
Rs two lakhs. They could afford to 
spend some portion of this on re¬ 
cruiting better players than we 
have now and thus stop this 
recurring ‘derailment.’’ Without 
in any way belittling his profes¬ 
sion—which, he says, is much 
better than teaching and other 
vocations, Dipak would have 
been a better known and more 
prised footballer if he had 
chosen not to pursue a career in 
the police. "When I represented 
Calcutta University in 1967-68, Nc- 
mai Goswami, who played for Mo- 
hun Bagan, was not even in the 
side. But he ultimately had a bet¬ 
ter football career.” It is difficult 
for any player to maintain a very 
high standard in the company of 


tnediocres, especially if be has to 
shuttle between two divisioni 

But there is little difference be¬ 
tween the two sections, he feels. 
“Playing on enclosed grounds, one 
has the advantage of good ground 
conditions. It’s also good as an 
ego-booster. But when two junior 
teams in the First Division play 
each other, it makes no difference 
whether we play on enclosed 
grounds or not. In days gone bv, 
the crowds watching us play 
against the ‘Big Three’ used to 
help elevate our spirits. But 
things are different now. Confront¬ 
ing big clubs, we play with fear, 
because there are fanatics among 
the supporters. We are actually at 
their mercy. If a Junior player 
does well, there is no appreciation 
now,” says the Police A. C. stop¬ 
per. 

Recalling a match in 1964-65 
when he represented 24-Parganas 
against East Bengal he said: “1 
played well and people apprecia¬ 
ted it. But now, there is no such 
thing. When the ‘Big Three* play 
and if they perform badly, Aeir 
players gesture in such a way that 
the crowd feels members of the 
junior teams are at a fault. And 
you know how the crowd reacts.” 

Dipak Das has never bad a.bad 
experience in all his days in the 
league. There has been rough play 
on many occasions, but it was all 
forgotten once the match was over. 
Recently, however, in their match 
against Mohun Bagan which Police 
A. C. lost, he accidentally fouled 
Manash Bbattacharjee. “About 45 
Mohiin Bagan supporters literally 
threatened me at my Halisahar re¬ 
sidence. I told them that I didn’t 
kick Manash on purpose. 'But why 
are you threatening me here? It 
was all over on the field’, I asked 
them. One of the supporters said; 
‘If Manash was injured, what 
would have happened? After all. 
he’s a better player then you'!" 

“What could I say to that? I 
admitted it because it was a fact 
and only then did these people 
leave. It never happened before. 
When Habib was playing for Mo¬ 
hammedan Sporting a few years 
ago we exchanged. heated words. 
But it was finished there,” Das 
said. 

“It's better to play in the second 
division as there is more competi¬ 
tion and less external tension. And 
this has been reflected in our 
team’s performance at we have ne¬ 
ver stayed for more than a year 
in the second division Playing on 
enclo^d grounds against big clubs. 
Police officials watch how you fare 
—and tend to remember your bad 
performances—but on open 
grounds, no one seems interested,” 
Das concluded. 

SUBHAS SARCAR 


W HAT PROMPTED MOHAMME 
dan S. C. coach Rahman'to play 
siuggish Sanzari in place of off^forn 
Najecb seven minutes before lemon 
time instead of speedy junior Sfaujat? 
Even Surinder Kumar would have 
been a better substitute than the 
hefty, bearded Iranian, who missed 
four ‘sitters’ .against lowly Bhratri 
Sangha and earned the wrath of some 
members and officials of the club— 
although the team managed to keen 
their slat.-! clean with a narrow, one- 
nil win. Bhratri did everything but 
score. Had not seasoned linkman 
Samarcsb Choudhury intelligently 
scored the only goal midway through 
the first half, the story might have 
been different. 


The player who, in his third outing, 
has already proved his worth is left 
flankman Subhas Boy. While it is too 
early to say whether he will be the 
mainspring of the Mohammedan S. C. 
attack, it is certain that he has add¬ 
ed strength to the club’s forward 
line. 


East Bengal : Striker Mibir Bose 
was having a bad patch this season. 
He failed to score even a single goal 
in East' Bengal’s first 10 outings. 
But in the match against Kumartuli, 
Mihir not only struck for the first 
tame, he also performed a hat-trick 
— a feat only achieved by his team¬ 
mate Shabbir Ali so far. 


East Bengal coach Arun Ghosh 
was naturally happy to see Mihir 
Bose get goals. “True, Mihir was 
grateful to Kajal Chatterjee, Subhas 
Bhowmik and Shabbir Ali for getting 
his first, second and third goals, res¬ 
pectively, but on all the three 
occasions, he positioned himself 
correctly,” said Arun Ghosh and 
added, “this hat-trick will definitely 
boost the morale of Mihir.” 


But Arun Ghosh at the same time 
looked worried about Mihir Bose 
“He had a big boil on his right foot. 
It’s nrobably septic now. I will have 
to nsult a doctor to know whether 
he ill be fit sooti”, he added. 

The home team probably met their 
weakest opponents so far in Kumar¬ 
tuli and had not their forwards mis¬ 
sed ab least half-a-dozen sitters, the 
club’s winning margin would have 
been more than just five. But that too 
was not enough to satisfy the club 
coach. He feels his forwards need 
a little more brushing up and a1 
least the two wingers need to fall 
back to help the defence time end 
again. 

East Bengal linkmen Devraj and 
Kajal Chatterjee, (a replacement for 
skipper Prasanta Banerjee who had 
injured his knee ligament), played 
with confidence. The spadework 
Devraj did for Shabbir to score the 
side’s first goal spoke of his class. 
The day also saw Subhas Bhowmick 
back to his old form, at least for 
a split second, when his power- 
pacKed left-foot drive found the 
target — for the first time this 
season. 





At ground 
level 


»T«E THREE ENCLOSED 
t grounds are maintained by 
the three ‘big’ clubs->Mohun Ra¬ 
gan, East Bengal and Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting. Mohun Ragan has., 
almost ousted the original holers 
of Uieir ground—^the Calcutta 
FootbaU Onb; which has how. for 
all practical purposes shifted to 
the Calcutta Cricket and Football 
Club premises in Ballygunge. East 
Bengal share their ground with 
Aryan and Sporting Union, and 
Mohammedan Snorting with How¬ 
rah Union and Rajasthan. 

Each year a sizeable amount Is 
spent to keep the grounds in good 
condition. These have to be borne 
by the clubs concerned even 
though the Government controls 
the ground. As an official of the 
• Government of West Bengal- said: 
“We only look after the galleries. 
By convention, ^e responsibility of 
maintaining the grounds has al¬ 
ways fallen on the respective 
clubs.'* 

Among the three, the condition 
of the Mohammedan Sporting 
ground is by far the worst. The 
club offidals do not deny this but 
explains: "Our membership fees 
are the least—only Rs 50 com¬ 
pared to about Rs 125 fur the 
other bi'g clubs. We hardly get 
any help from Howrah Union and 
a mere Rs 2,000 from the Govern¬ 
ment So we try to maintain at 


least our part of the ground—that 
IS the southern half—as hest as we 
can. On an average, we spend ab¬ 
out Rs 10,000 to 15,000 a yeari** 

Howrah Union and Aryan said 
it was not possible for them to 
SMnd much on the grounds from 
^ little money they have; "We 
^t it go as it is. When the grounds 
are renovated, we help by supply¬ 
ing a few maalis to the 'big' club." 

The East Bengal Ground Secre¬ 
tary, Mr Bardhan, confirmed this. 
“We practically get no monetary 
help from Aryan. On an average, 
we spend Rs 10,000 to 15,000 a 
year for the renovation of the 
ground. We pluck the bad grass 
and substitute new ones. We had 
to spend very heavily, almost Rs 
20.000 in 1977, when the whole 
ground was covered with water 
and matches could not be played.” 

Mohun Bagan's ground is one of 
the best in India. Every year, ap¬ 
proximately Rs 20 to 25,000 is 
spent to maintain Us lush green 
carpet. Said K. Sen, ground sec¬ 
retary: “Just after the football 
season is over, we completely re¬ 
lay the ground. We change the 
mud as well as the grass—a nur¬ 
sery is maintained so that there 
won't be a short supply of grass 
the following year. It takes about 
two months to complete this pro¬ 
cedure. and during this period, the 
players practice near the sidelines. 
After the ground has been relaid, 
I even don't allow the players to 
practice with their boots on," con¬ 
cluded Mr Sen, who has been in 
charge of this department for the 


last few years. When the ground Js 
being relaid, he is present almott,'- 
always there. 


FROM IMS. THE THOUSANDS 
that raucously invade the Calcutta 
maidan will have to make a far 
longer trek to see their favourite 
stars in action. According to a ' 
West Bengal Government spokeS-*' 
man, the stadium being construc¬ 
ted at the Salt Lakes, with a capa¬ 
city of 1,10,000, will be completed 
by the time the football season 
starts in 198S. Thereafter all mat-' 
dies involving the big dubs vrill 
be held there. 

But till thett, the Stale Govern¬ 
ment is trying to put an end tU 
the recurrinf expenditure which, 
is quite prohibitive. Each year, the 
State spends about Rs. 5 lakhs to 
repair and renovate the galleries 
on the three enclosed grounds. 

The State is now contemplating 
more permanent measures so thai 
the huge annual expenditure car 
be eliminated altogether. If this 
plan comes.through, the regular 
visitors to what are known as the 
‘green’, or public galleries, would 
be able to come in far greater ' 
numbers. Besides, with the deep 
tubewells now being sunk, the 
paying football fans will find the 
going much smoother than hither¬ 
to. 

ARUIT SEN, 

SARAJIT DEB Calcutta 


Mohua Basau: Last week saw 
Mohun Bagan conceding their first 
goal of the season against Kidder- 
pore. In fac\ last year also, they 
conceded their first goal against the 
same team and the scorer was none 
other than Amit Bagchi, who nodded 
in his ueam’s only goal this year too. 
Kidderpore drew first blood off an 
intelligent header from Amit which 
bounced and then entered the net 
to iihe bewilderment of custodian 
Pratap Ghosh. Amit was understand¬ 
ably very glad, “since I’ve been able 
to score against a 'big team'. But 
credit musb also be given to Som- 
nath Danerjee who had centered the 
ball.” 

Stung by the reverse, Mohun Bagan 
went all out and at the interval, 
bad gone up 2-1, through goals by 
Bidesh Bose and Prasun Banerjee, 
whose 35-yard shot went in past the 
far post off a defender’s back wi h 
goalkeeper Dilip Pal standing well 
prepared at the near post They 
increased the tally to 5-1 through 
ano'iber goal by Bidesh and additions 
by Shyam Thapa and Manash Bhat- 
tacharjee. Besides scoring twice, 
Bidesh was fnstrcmental in creating 
the goals of Shyam and Manash. 






Cmloditm Biswajit Das of George Tetegraph about to collect the boll from 
the feet of Latifuddm watched anxiously by defenders Nemai Goswami 
and Sanjib Choudhury on a ratn-soaked match. 





Mthtr Bose nods in the first of his three goals in the match against Kumartuli. 


Foreign 
team for 
IFA Shield? 

T his years ifa shield 

tournament may see the parti* 
dpatlon of aeveral foreign teams, 
if Secretary Ashoke Ghosh's plans 
work out. A member of the Asian 
-Football Confederation’s Tedinical 
and Development Committee, Mr 
Ghosh will be leaving for Kuala 
Lumpur on July 11 for a three- 
day meeting there. As the Mcrdeka 
tournament will be in its final 
stages at the time, he will have 
the opportunity cf seeing the best 
Asian teams in action and also 
approaching them to take part in 
the IFA Shield. 

Already, the Soviet Union 
and Turkey have been asked to 
send teams. Both countries have 
shown interest and may send their 
top club sides ‘'Actually, we can 
get six or seven foreign teams 
over, if only we shift our dates," 
he said. “You sec. September is a 


time 'when football Is on all over 
this continent. Even Ararat, last 
year’s finalists, had to rush through 
their matches here to be in time 
for tlieir home tournament en¬ 
gagements." 

But his attempts to get Indian 
teams from other centres has 
been less than successful. The 
only clubs of note which could fi¬ 
gure in the IFA Shield are Mafat- 
lal and Orkay Mills, with ITI, Ban¬ 
galore, already a certainty. 

But whether he succeeds in his 
attempt to get some Asian sides to 
play In Calcutta or not, Ashoke 
Ghosh will bid for something more 
constructive. He will ask the AFC 
committee, of which he is a mem¬ 
ber, to send a FIFA coach over to 
this country for a stretch of three 
months—to coach Indian coaches. 
He feels this will go a long way 
towards Improving our standards, 
because "at last, we’ll be gbie to 
know what's really going on In 
Europe and elsewhere. Getting 
coaches for three-day seminars or 
seven-day coaching ‘camps' is a 
sheer waste of time." 


ARIJIT SEN, Cnlcutt.i 


I N THEIR MATCH. AGAINST 
Eastern Railway, Mohun Bagan 
scored once in each half but gave a 
very listless display. In fact the 
whole game was played in a "gentle” 
manner, with both the teams seem¬ 
ingly not putting' in their best efforts. 
The home team, Mohun Bagan, 
started with a bang but once they 
got the lead through Xavier Pius, 
the game slowed down. Ranjit 
Mukheriee, who came in place of 
Shyam Thapa in the second half, 
gave a very enterprising display in 
his debut for !he club and used his 
“head" to score the second goal, 
lobbing the ball over the onrushing 
goalkeeper to make the issue safe 
for Mohun Bagan. 

* Mohun Bagan coach P. K. Banerjce 
was satisfied with Ranjit’s display 
but unhappy over the performance 
of his team ! "My forwards failed 
miserably, espeaally my wingers, 
who arc my main bets. Bidesh 
tended to go the wrong way and 
Manash was hardly in the picture. 
But the only redeeming feature of 
the game was Ranjit, who played 
well in his first match. He got a 
•tood goal and made a few fine 
centres, which the other forwards 
could not utilise.” 

ARIJIT SfN wilh ALOK DASGIJPTA SOHHASH 
SARCAR .iiul SARAJI1 OEB 

Pix : Nikhil Bhattacharya 
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/AA^4A:b iuNAii£fi/ee:, 
V the .player who has heen 
n the Calcutta scene from 
973. is very level-headed. He 
uiih'd playing for George 
clcfiraph. but switched over 
0 aengal Nagpud Railway 

i ie lullowing year. He has re- 
rr.sontcd the Railway’s in 
lift: Nationals—76 (Patna), 
7 (Calcutta) and 78 (Srina- 
t,ii!. and yet he chose to 
liinio over to East Bengal. 
jl.iKc all young players. 
Ihcii I started kicking the 
idll, 1 dreamt of playing for 
iihi i Mohun Bagan or East 
hiKal. This year both gave 
if offers. I came over to 
:j>l Bengal because 1 h^ 
ri!'nd.s like Satyajit Mitra, 
hintnoy Chaferjee. Mihir 
nsc. A.shok Chanda, with 
hum I had played before, 
du-fi 1 joined East Bengal, 
Keew I was taking a risk 
• 1 .ni.se it would be difficult 
II me to find a place in the 
■joi, leave alone to repre- 
ni Bengal. Bui I re.solvcd 
give it all I’ve got. Re- 
ii’s b wanted to leave ^he 
lilvv.iv’s bi'rau.se I was getl- 
i; tii-iMl oi playing in the 
lice l.i:ague lor B.N.R. The 
111' thing that made me 
an)>e was playing lor a 
team, tint my enliy to 
■' big’ club was sad, for 
-I alter 1 had signed to 
!oi East Bengal. I broke 
.from a tall at home 
hull dav. ii really 
1'Pencd iTiv spirit, but I 
•'■i gave up. 1 u.scd to 
lie lor practiu! even with 
ola.stered hand and see 
' I have got the fruit of 
liedication. A new plav- 


Maidan musinas 


er fin^ u difficult to adjust 
«i.j?i herau.se the 

atmo-sphere is com- 
Pletelv diffcrcnt-bul I never 
had to face this diffiiulty 
because I had friends here 
who made me fi-el at home 
My scnior.s, along lyith coach 
Arunda. also helped improve 
my game." Kaajal got a 
chance in the tram only 
When captain Pra.santa Ban- 
eriee was injured before the 
match again Aryan. That 
very day, Kaajai impressed 
the soccer pundits with his 
brilliant display, which in- 
eluded a spectacular goal. 

AN UNUSUAL SIGHT GREE- 
ted the viator to an East Ben- 
session one day 
—Sbyamal Ghash, the stopt^ 
er back, was standing on the 
goal-line. But don't think 
he was using his hands to 
clear the ball. Coach Arua 
yliObh, alung with Monoran- 
lan Bhattachariee. Mir Sai- 
jad and David Williams were 
giving him practice in head¬ 
ing and clearing the ball with 
nis feet. And the same morn- 
'"S'. Snyamal, Sajjad. David, 
Rabin Das and Kaajal Chatcr- 
lee were practising sprints 
with all kinds of starts— 
silting, lying down, facing 
tne other side—and guess 
who usually turned out To be 
the winner in most of the 
occa.siOns? Shyamal Ghosh, 
the seniormast among those 
players. 


M ohun bagan and mo- 

hammedan Sporting play¬ 
ers, after their initial pradice, 
follow a somewhat similar 
pattern. Hiey carry a heavy 
ball---ho.spital ball—on their 
shoulders for some time— 
but differently. While the 
Mohun Bagan pfciyers run up 
the concrete galleries in a 
relay .system, iorming two 
group changing "batons", the 
Mohammc>dan Sporting play- 
er.s after practising on -tlie 

field, go back to the tent and 
form a circle. Then each 
player takes the ball on his 
shoulders for a few minutes 
and passes it on to the next. 

IN FOLLOWING THE 
trend that is prevalent this 
year, Ea,st Bengal and Moha¬ 
mmedan Sporting players are 
coming to watch Mohun 
Bagan play their league 
matches. The day Mohun 
Bagan played Kidderporc, 
Bhaskar Ganguli, Chinmoy 
Chatterjep, Prasanta Baner- 
iee and Monoranjan Rhatta- 
charjee W(M'e in ih-p ^{aiierios. 
When Ride.sh sent a stiff 
grounder, which just missed 
the targri, Monoranjan ex¬ 
claimed.. “Wow! that was a 
good shot." The day Mohun 
Bagan played Eas'ern Rail¬ 
way, Prernnath Philip, Din- 
kar and Mustafa had come 
and when they were asked 
now they were liking it here 
in Calcutta, Preinnatn Said: 


The weather is so 'flexible’ 
here. In the beginning it 
was so hot, but now it is 
alwav.s laining." Dinkar Is 
.sliil nursing an injury which 
he sustaim-d. in the match 
ugnlnst B.N.R. "l ran't even 
practire now. hut I go to thl-. 
ground regularly In the morn¬ 
ing. All Muslaia had to say 
was: "Nothing now—let me 
play for .some more time and 
then I'll tell you.” 

MOHUN BAGAN 
and East Bengal. Mohamme- 
Ti?" don't practit* 

a«er a league tfe; 
They al&o don t do go on the 
day of a match (this is also 
by the other two 
big teams). On June 27. they 
played Bhralri .Sangha and 
on Saturday June 30 George 
Telegraph. So That left tbom 
with just one day (June 29) 
1^0 ready for the match 
against Telegraph. But im. 
agme the captain of the dde. 
Habib, and the coach Rah¬ 
man, were not even present 
that day. No wonder the 
team, with so many stars, is 
nm playing too well. Nasir 
Ahmed, the first custodian, 
was not present and Md, 
Alaingir was prarlising with 
*T.. P'WTs. but after a 
while Ire walked away and 
that left Sanzari to try bis 
hand at goal-keeping, which 
ne did rather poorly. On 
tins particular day. ‘ Latlf- 
uddin was at the helm of 
'l* a maali gaid; 

Bahmnn Shahib has not 
come becau.se one of his 
nephews (someone called 
Kader) is sick." 




HOCKEY JUNIOR NATIONAL 

We don't 

lack 

talent 

GURBUX SINGH 

T he recently-concluded 

Junior KaMunai Hockey Cham¬ 
pionship at Cuttack again showed 
» wealth of talent from which wc 
could build our hockey team. Like 
last year at Madurai, I was impre¬ 
ssed by the performance of the top 
six teams. At Cuttack I saw matches 
from the quarterfinals onwards. 
This National held at the Barabaii 
Stadium had special importance as 
the probables were to be selected 
for the inaugural Junior World Cup 
to be held at Versaille (Paris) from 
August 25 next. 

Despite the short notice the Orissa 
Hockey Association did a fine job. 
The ground conditions were idea) 



Surunder Singh Sodiii—scored both 
goals lor Punjab ugamst Universes 


and boarding and lodging for the 
visitors were fairly good. Though 
the seasonal rain did interfere in the 
earlier ties, the semis and the final 
were spared. Although I was not 
fortunate enough to see Uttar Pra¬ 
desh play, their display in the pool 
matches particularly against Punjab 
was appreciated by all. Unfortuna¬ 
tely UP lost both the matches and 
failed to qualify for the knockout 
stage. So it was no surpri.se that UP 
had ihe must players in the pro¬ 
bables list. The other team which 

iTT^nmccorl rvis* llt/s 


year’s holders Combined Universities. 
They also lost to Punjab in the last 
eight stage. In fact, the champion¬ 
ship seemed to be very lopsided 
with UP. Punjab. Varsities and Bho¬ 
pal being thrown in one half with 
Indian Airlines having to lace oppo- 
silion only fintn Bombay and Services 
in their half. Most of the talent 
was in ;iic Punjab half. 

In the quarter-finals the must In¬ 
tel esting lie was Universities vs 
Pun job in which the latter’s skipper 
and India international Suriiider 
Sodhi scoied both the goals. Punjab 
lonreded one before winning. In the 
second half Punjab were lucky to 
survive the Varsities’ on.slaught. 
Bhopal, Airlines and Services 
smoothly sailed into the semis. 

The .semis match between Punjab 
and Bhopal was well contested and 
it was again the duo of Punjab’s 


inside-left Sodhi and centre-forwart 
Amardeep who harrassed the oppo 
nents’ defence throughout. But Pun 
jab were lucky to take the Icaii 
through a very weak penalty cornei 
conversion by Kamaijit. Bhopal mis 
sed a few good chances but theii 
captain and main schemer Moham 
mad Yusuf was well marked bj 
Punjab right-half Gurmail, who latei 
got selected for the probables foi 
his splendid performance in the 
semis and final. In the end Ja.sbii 
completed the tally for Punjab U 
emerge winners. Bhopal’s Tewari 
the left half-back, and Mumta: 
Mallik impressed me very much. 

I'he Airlines team won convinc 
ingly against semi-finalists Bombay 
The three goals scored by them, the 
first two by left-winger Baig ant 
inside-leit llardecp, came througf 
fine efforts while the final goal b^ 
Jalaluddin was a .spectacular one 


Selections - 
BHA style 

C ALCUTTA HAS JUST THREE 
months of hockey. If the 
Nationals are held during this 
short season, it’s a boon for the 
Bengal Hockey Association. At 
any other time it’s a headache 
for them. The State unit has no 
definite plans for training the 
boys, as no grounds are available 
because of the soccer season. But 
this is an old story and serves 
as 8 good excuse when- Bengal 
perform badly in the Nationals. 
Actually, the entire fault lies with 
the BHA. which makes the al-. 
ready waning standard of hockey 
in the State even worse. 

The BHA should have prepared 
a tentative list of probables when 
its league was still on, to enable 
the pla.vers to maintain their 
touch. But true to form, the BHA 
waits for the announrement of 
the date o-f the Nationals to name 
the pla.vers. 

To cite a recent example, the 
BHA w^ted W the Junior Na¬ 
tionals venue to be announced, 
after Pune had backed out. The 
officials didn’t even bother to 
choose the probables until twenty 
days were left for the Cuttack 
Nationals. The BHA hurriedly 
rounded up over 125 juniors and 
screened them down to 25 for the 
camp. A four-member selection 
panel was made having H. Rod¬ 
rigues, Kuroaresh Sen and Anwar, 
with Olympian Kesbav Dutt as 
chairman. 'The camp itself was 
ridiculous. The boys, who had al¬ 
ready put away their gear and 
were out of touch, were given 
the so-called practice for five days 
only at the Kalighat ground. This 


was a total farce. Olympian Gur- 
hux Singh was asked to coach 
the probables, but the boys could 
benefit precious little from this 
short stint. They were physically 
unfit. And the best Gurbux could 
do was to umpire the matches of 
the 25 txiys. split in two teams. 

Rodrigues was the only selector 
present on all the days. II only 
for his dedication, Rodrigues 
should have been made the chair¬ 
man of the panel instead of Dutt, 
who has, it Is presumed, little 
time to devote to hockey now. 
Dutt was absent on all practice 
days, except for the last. Kuma- 
resh Sen did manage to see the 
trials for a couple of days, while 
Anwar didn’t turn up. What can 
one expect of a team with such 
irresponsible selectors? One can t 

uess how Dutt had a say since 

e was nothing else than a figure¬ 
head. How can he choose a team 
after being present only on the 
last day? 

The BHA should compose the 
selection panel only with people 
who can devote time and show 
interest. This is not to slight Mr 
Dutt, but be should make way 
for others who are now more in¬ 
volved with the game. Even to 
make a selection, one needs to see 
matches, at least, for about % to 30 
days of the three-month hockey- 
league—to obtain some knowlrage 
of the players and their perfor¬ 
mance. The Munich Olympics In^ 
dian team manager probably did 
not find the time. To top ft all, 
when Uie final team was made, 
some players who had represen¬ 
ted Bengal in the Nationals last 
.year were discarded on the 
grounds of “being too oh) at the 
age of 20’’. A fine system- of 
training add selection! Bengal, in 
one of the weakest pools, failed 
to even qualify for the knockout 
at Cuttack. Who’s to blame for 
the sorry debacle? 

S'JBHAS SARCAR. Calcutta 



though there were doubts whe¬ 
ther he was not 6iT-side when the 
ball came to 1^. Bombay’s inside- 
right Gomes was most outstanding 
in the match, harrassing the Airlines 
defence and distributing the ball 
intelligently. The others to impress 
in the Bombay outfit were Nagesh 
Azad and D’lima. 

The final, as usual, had nothing 
spectacular to offer, both teams con¬ 
centrating on defence Still it was 
Airlines who earned no less than 
nine penalty corners and three cor¬ 
ners in contrast to Punjab’s two and 
one. It was a pity that Airlines 
centre-forward Parveen Kumar did 
not even attempt to stop the ball 
corrccMy, not giving a single chance 
to Vineet Kumar, their international, 
to take a direct crack at the Punjab 
goal. Though Parveen* did beat the 
Punjab custodian twice their full 



M(l. Yusuf— Bhopal's main schemer, 
well marked by Punjabis Gurmail in 
'he semis 


back Iqbal made unique goalline 
saves on both occasions. 

For Airlines it was again the light 
side combination of Wasim, Gurcha- 
ran, Fernandes and Jalaluddin which 
made all the play. Fernandez and 
Wasim in particular, made deep in¬ 
roads into the Punjab territory. I 
was impres.sed by the good work 
done by 'Tejindcr Pal in the Airlines 
defence who, along with Wasfm, 
completely bottled ^dhi and party. 

Full-time as welt as extra-time 
having failed to resolve the issue 
three tie-breakers were enforced 
but still the teams finished on equal 
terms. In the first tie-breaker both 
sides converted three each, four in 
the next and in the last “sudden- 
death” tie breaker both converted 
all five strokes! Dcscrvingly, they 
were declared joint winners. Punjab 
won th<-. t«)ss, earning the right to 
keep the trophy for the first, six 
iiiontliN. 


MURUGAPPA HOCKEY 

Adivasis 
again in 
spotlight 

A fter having had to share 

the Beighton Cup with Mohun 
Ragan and, a little later, losing the 
Aga Khan Cup hnal to Indian Air¬ 
lines, Army Service Corps (ASC) must 
have had reason to be satisiicd with 
ttic Murugappa Hockey Gold Cup 
they took home to Jullundcr front 
Madras. ASC beat Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF), Necmuch, 31 
in the doublc-icg final at the Egmorc 
Siadium 

Over the past few years the hockey 
lover in Madras has looked forward 
to the Murugappa tournament (spon¬ 
sored by T. i. Cycles) and the tourna 
iiient conducted by the Madras 
Cricket Club for bis annual ‘quota’ of 
competitive hockey of a good level: 
between themselves, the two tuurna- 
nien,s attrac.ed the cream of Indian 
Hockey to Madras. The MCC tourna 
ment has been lying in the limbo lor 
the past three years while the Muru¬ 
gappa tournament was not held last 
.year One is not, however, sure 
whether the hockey Skills witnessed 
during this year’s tournament did 
give the ’starved’ enthusiast reason 
to belch in appredation. Probably 
this is only symptomatic of the over¬ 
all standard of hockey currently 
ob.aining jn this country. 

Whe'-her the participaiion of the 
much-hcard-about and much-read- 
about Spurts Hostel team from Luck¬ 
now would have made a diifcrencc is 
only spcculatcable. The “vintage- 
hoikcy”-playing sports Hostel team 
was to participate but had to pull out 
of the Madras tournament as most 
■of their boys were playing the Junior 
National at Cuttack. 

Then there was Gurung's teammate, 
centre-forward Ram Nivas, who, 
more often than not, proved morn' 
than a handful for his rival defcoders. 
Nivas combines speed with a fair 
amount of skill and wa-s one of the 
mast impre.ssive plavcrs on view in 
that position. Ho is a great trier 
but if there is anything ho need.; to 
tighten up pronto it is his marksman¬ 
ship. At least on three occasions 
during the last stages of the tourna- 
men, one found him shouting straight 
into the goalkeeper's pad.s when hi; 
hi.d the latter at his mercy. On such 
occasions, anyone cun tell you, it i.s 
the angle, the placing ui the ball that 
snuUei.s more th.in the power bchmd 
i[. This is an uicnientary truism. The 
Neomuch team's wing-halves, Habil 
Kujur and Banne Singli, were pro¬ 
bably the most attacking halves on 
view. With Pramixi Kumar, they 
Jormud u luntiidable inlenncdiate trio. 
Kujut ha.s the advantage oi age 
being oil lii.s side. 

.\t the end of the first leg of tin; 


final, ASC and CRP were dead 
lucked in a one-all draw. But in the 
second log. ASC bulldozed its past a 
tuded CRl* defence to .sctllc the 
ts.'-ue irievocably at 2-U for an aggru- 
gale 3-1 title win. 

IN RETROSPECT IT AlTEAREl) 
L that CRP acutely missed the 
presence of the baillc-scarred S. .S. 
Mann and Ekka—the two stars iil 
tlicir 1977 title-winning campaign in 
Ibis tournament. Conspicuous by his 
absence under the ASC bar wav 
Manuel Fredericks who according to 
one ul his teammates, found himself 
with a departmental suspension in 
(on.ser|uencc of bis alleged involve¬ 
ment in an ugly incident during the 
Reiglitun Cup in Calcutta. 

'I'he other two teams to make the 
senii-finnl grade were Tata Sports 
Club from Hombuy and Fleolrical and 
Mechanical Engineering (EME), ait 
Armv uuttit from Jullundur, Tata.v 
lost to CRP 2-0 in the second leg 
utter the first leg ended goalless 
while ASC beat EME by the same 
margin, one goal coming in each leg 
While the Army outfits were more or 
less vvcntly matched (except that 
they chose to play more defensively) 
CHI’ were definitely a cut above their 
rivals from Bombay. The Tala for 
wardline functioned in fiO> and starts 
and except for the Perth-returned M. 
K. Kuushik. no one from the quintet 
showed either the willingness or the 
ahilitv to coordinate efforts in any 
(inillul wav. 

Tala’s righlhalf buck Sommayya 
who imprc.<used one during the last 
bimior Nationals at liyderabad was 
aw,IV at Cutiack and his surrogate 
Abdnl Choudhary was woefully in¬ 
adequate fur the ) 0 b. One time 
holders Sikh Regimental Ontr.e 
(currently stationed at Dinapur) dl<! 
not get past the ‘lavl eight’ stage. 
Mi hindru and Mahintli a. finalists on 
two previous uccasioas, were put out 
ol the touriiainent in >thc pre- 
(giiir VIS itself by a lone goal by 
Southern Railway’s Bha-skaran. Bha¬ 
rat Earth Movers Ltd., from Banga¬ 
lore. which entered the final of G 
Kuppuswami Memorial Tournament 
in Kovilpat'i a week earlier, were 
knocked out by F.ME before they bad 
a chami; to settle down. 

rhe tournament this year under 
scored the deterioration ol some at 
the local .senior divi.sion team.s. The 
most glaring case in point was that 
of Southern Railway. Once a good 
team, now going to seed with chao.s 
in its ranks and, believe it or nut 
without adequate bench strength 
even. 

At a larger level, the performances 
one witnes.sed during this tourna 
ment only served to reinforce the 
theory that the Adivasj commutiitiei 
arc- a good .source of hockey talent 
The two finalists, and EME, had in 
their ranks a lot of their kind. Thmi 
greatest plies poiiiN are their hardi¬ 
ness, their willingness to work and, 
with right training from the right 
experts they h.ave immense pfu 
pensities to develop into fine ex 
ponents of the game. 

ASHOK KAMATH. Madras 
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HUKUMCHAND INVITATION 
BADMINTON 

Not easy 
for 

Prakash 

'T'HF.RU NEKD NOT BE ANY 
* cause for despair. Indian bad¬ 
minton certainly appears to be on 
the wav up. Thai’s the impression 
one Rattlers from the recent tournu- 
meiit held in Indore troin June 21 
to 24. 

With the a.sscnibIjRc of the cream 
of the country’s male talent—riRlit 
from lurmer internationals like 
Dinesh Khanna, S’atish Jlliatia, Devin- 
der Ahuja and the present (^omiiion- 
wealth and NatioiMl champion Pra¬ 
kash r.'tdukonc down to Kerala’s 
junior star Vinial Kumar—this tour¬ 
nament. the Ilukainchand Mills Invi¬ 
tation Badminton Tournament, was 
as Rood as a mini-Nal'ionals. And it 
was a tourney with a dilference— 
condtieted for the welfare and 
betterment of 'the plavcis at all the 
levels, as well as fur the came il.self. 

The undi.sputud kinR of Indian 
badminton, Prakash Padukonc, won 
the .singles title, but it was a victory 
hard earned, for, in the finals, iiis 
opponent—that mercurial Partho 
(ianguli, who is in the habit of re¬ 
serving liis best against a still oppo- 
si:ion—gave a brilliant display which 
had the crowd of around 3,000 cheer¬ 
ing. Ill fact, Partho led in both the 
games and matched Prakash .stroke 





for stroke before bowing out grace-* 
fully. Earlier, in the quarter-finals, 
the peerless Prakash was stretched 
to the hilt for the first time in many 
years (since 1U74 he has never lost 
to anyone in India) by none other 
than his Karnataka colleague Kiran 
Kaushik. who is a vastly improved 
player this year. Kiran moves like a 
panther on the court, his defence is 
lightened and his attack has an 
added sting to it, 

Kiran’s wins in earlier rounds over 
Orissa’s bright prospect Sanat Mi.shra 
and Delhi’s Vikram Singh gave 
ample evidence of the strides he has 
made this year. On his current per¬ 
formance, he is bound to attract the 
national selectors’ attention. 

Another player who is going to 
be in the nc-ws .soon is Kerala's jov 
and pride, the IG-year-Old Vimal 
Kumar, a pre-university student, 
itunners-up to India's No. 2, ,Syed 
Modi, ill the Junior Nationals this 
year, this .voiing lad has a wide re¬ 
pertoire of strokes. His deceptive, 
backhand flick n<-ar the net. his 
double-actioned forehand tosses and 
smashes, iiiler.stM>rsed with dctt 
drops, often catch his opponents in 
two miiid.s. 

Vimal’s pre quarter final encounter 
again.st that elegant stroke-player, 
former National clianipion and inter¬ 
national Ik'vinder Ahuja, was a 
thriller all the way. It had a crowd 
of over I.OOl) on the edge, of their 
seat.s with some breatli-taking stroke- 
play by both. Vimal showed the 
gilts ami boldness to involve the 
niiiestro of net-play Devinder, which 
won the applauds of one and all. 
Devinder won. 

T.aler, Devinder said: “Oh! what a 
match. Tin's boy has a bright future. 
With more experience, he is bound 
to go further." Prakash Padukone 
too, had a word of praise for him. 
Prakash said; "Vimal has class, he 
covers the court fast, he has two 
tiereplive .strokes.A11 he needs is a 
little moie weight and more and 
iiioie tournanu-nl plav.” 

Karnataka’s P. G. Chengappa, who 
along with Partho Ganguli has now 
joined Pioneer Mills, Coimbatore and 
will turn out lor Tamil Nadu in the, 
inter-state and Nalioiials, .sledge- 
licimmered his wav pa.sl Thoma.s- 
ciipiM"’ Sanjiiy Siiarma willi a degree, 
of ease in the pre-quarter finals and 
laliT beat Bombay’s Madhu Bezbora, 
a player with Tich talent, in a fast- 
paced match with both the players 
relentlessly attacking troni the. word 
go. Sjiijay Sharma’s 'perforiiiaiice, 
both ill the singles as well as in 
doubles, was a sore disappointment. 

The crying off from the singles 
event bv internatioiial.s Piadecp Oan- 
dhe, Uday Pawur and Syed Modi 
left a bitter taste in the mouth of 
tin- organisers as well as the sport- 
loviiig people of Indore. Modi had- a 
boil over his right eye. but the. other 
two hud no Ju.stiliuble rea.sons lor 


keeping away. The fact that both 
were fully fit and played and won 
the doubles titles at the expense ol 
Partho Ganguli and P. G. Chengappa, 
was a reflection on their merits as 
singles players as also tbeit' fear 
of losing to lesser light. 

Another sore point was in the 
women’s singles, Sudha Itafna, an¬ 
gered over the draw, which pitted 
her against top-seed Ameeta Kul 
karni in the quarter-finals, withdrew 
from the tournament and left in £ 
hufl. 

Bombay’s Ameeta Kulkarni, the 
National Junior champion, juslifiec 
her tup-rating by beating her colica 
gue, unseeded Rudhika Bose, in : 
final which went the full distance 
The fruits of the 40-da.v coachiiu 


Players' 

gesture 

D uring the recent hu- 

kamchand Mills Invitation 
Badminton Tournament held at 
Indore, the country’s top players 
participated. At a meeting held 
on the final day of the tourna¬ 
ment, the players decided to con¬ 
tribute their mite lor the welfare 
and betterment of the players at 
all levels and the game itself. 
The players themselves contribu¬ 
ted Rs 30,000 from the pocket 
money they received from the 
organisers towards the Badminton 
Players Association of India fund. 
Of this amount, a cheque of Rs 
10,000 has been banded over to 
Mr Raman Gupta, secretary of 
the Indore Badminton Players 
Club to be forwarded to the fa¬ 
mily of the late Suresh Goel, who 
collapsed and died while training 
last year. 

It is learnt that though Rail¬ 
ways had organised the Suresh 
Goel Memorial Badminton Tour¬ 
nament at Varanasi last year, the 
amount promised to be presented 
1“ family has yet « be 

handed over. 

Another important BPAI deci¬ 
sion was the provision of impor¬ 
ted rackets for juniors. During 
the last naUonals at Udaipur, the 
BPAI had made an appeal to all 
the players, who represent India 
in the international tournaments 
abroad to bring one racket each 
to be given to BPAI at the cost 
price. Tbe members of tbc Indian 
■team which recently took part in 
uie Thomas Cup, gave -four rac¬ 
kets to tbe BPAI. Two of them 
vmre presented free to Miss R» 
dWka Bose ^Bombay) and Sanat 
Misbra (Orissa) for being 'Uie 
most promising players. Other 
rackets were given by lots to 
players at tbc cost prk». 

R K B 




Gita's 

complaint 



Gee<fl ZutBhi-—Lock of advice? 


« after having run in so 

^ many competitions, this 
should not have occurred to me— 
J really have no valid excuse for 
it," said Gita Zutshi of her dis¬ 
qualification at Tokyo. The dis¬ 
appointment still rankling, she was 
back on the NaMonal Stadium 
track, training with an eye on the 
prc-Olympic meet at Moscow on 
July 21. 

The disqualification for eating 
in from her allotted lane number 
eight before she reached the line 
indicating the 100 metres mark 
deprived her of a silver medal in 
Ihe 800 metres of the Aslan 
Championship. Gita had easily 
beaten her Korean rival to Uie 
second place. 

Team manager Col. Kirjpal 
Singh, agitated over the loss of a 
silver medal, is reported to have 
over-reac;ed. In the course of 
heated arguments, our man is 


stint both those players had undef- 
(tone during this summer was evident 
in their play and in their fitness. In 
the semis, Mrs Anita Ganguli gave 
a vastly improved display, both In 
strokcplay and agltiiy on the' court, 
before losing to Ameeta. Bengal's 
second-seed Madhumita Goswami was 
given a jolt by the more consistent 
and fitter Rudhika Rose in an excit- 
Wig tic which went to three games. 

In the absence of Vimal Kumar, 
who was runuing a temperature, and 
had to concede his match, Sukhbir 
Singh of Delhi won the boys’ title 
with a l.S.7. )2-ir>, LS-S win over 
S.injay Mohrot.a of U.P. 


uid to havt ■ttrfthM motivM 
fer Ciui'g Ha Is 

alleged to ^hava Mid ttat OItt was 
disqualiflad bacaun the JapaneM 
•food to gain a hrooaa The 
Japanaia idrl. who wmi ^a aaeoad 
beat, wai fourth la the SnaL No 
amouat of aoiia or heat could 
move the aiea who Mt in Judg¬ 
ment Gita had broken the rulei 
for the raco, and that was that. 
Rules are rules. 

Gits was the third in the event 
to have been dtaqualifled for the 
fame fault that day, when the 
heats and final were run within 
the speoe of about two hours. 
The Mrean silver madhlUtt at 
Bangkok, who also was allotted 
the eighth lane in the second 
^t and a Malaysian girl in 
Gita's hnat were the others. It is 
easy to be wise after the event, 
but AO coach cautioned Gita aga¬ 
inst repeating the mistake commi¬ 
tted by two others before her. 


In feet, Gita is sore that llitle 
advlte or guidance was available 
to her from our coedies in Tokyo, 
Virsa Singh and Kanmljlt Sandhu, 
none of whom is a distance spe- 
delist Said Gita : "At Bangkok, 
coach Saini would be at the fini¬ 
shing line, stop watch in hand, 
advising me about the first lap 
ifmings of my rivals and helping 
me frame my strategy. This was 
not the case at Tokyo this time. 
A Korean coach then volunteer¬ 
ed to supply the information." 
She has a point. Indian athletics 
is one up espedally in the dis¬ 
tance events. The two coaches 
selected to accompany the team 
to Tokyo are spedalists in jumps 
and sprints. 


Gita has decided to drop 1500 
metres in which she won a silver 
medal at the Bangkok Asian Ga¬ 
mes and take up 400 metres 
instead, at which she has a timing 
of S7.9 secs, clocked in 1975. "li 
I improve, in the 400 metres, it 
will also help me in the 800," 
says Gita. She set a national re¬ 
cord of 2:7.7 in winning the gold 
at Bangkok. 


D. RAHUL, Now Delhi 


With the depth of talent in the 
country, the Badminton Association 
of India would do well to have a 
crash programme for plavcrs like 
Vikram Singh, Kiran Kaushik, l/imal 
Kumar, Sanat Mishra. Madhur Bez- 
bora and Glrish Agarwal (UP). Let 
these players train and practice 
along with the country’s top three, 
Prakash Padukonc, Syed Modi and 
Partho Ganguli and we will defini¬ 
tely have a formidable set of players 
on the wings, who will be vying for 
the country's colours in the near 
future. 


R K BOWRIE. Indore 



Another good 
reason to use 
Firestone tyres 

Skidding can happen 
anytime. But when 
you're on Firestone 
tyres you have a 
chance to avoid it. 
Firestone lyres are 
designed and 
engineered to drain 
water, eject slush to 
provide a sure grip 
and ensure 
directional stability 



SADFUIIfSICT Ain 




Sportsworid Exclusive 


Do sports* 
medicine 
mix ? 

Yes. everywhere else 
but in India. V. SRI- 
VATSA takes the Hdoff 
several scandals sur¬ 
rounding Indian contin¬ 
gents and their ill-trea¬ 
ted doctors. 


W HAT HAPM^NF.D TO ANASUYA 
Qai at Han^kok was shocking— 
the l»!Si said the better. Nothing but 
callousnes.s on tne part ot the autho¬ 
rities caused all the embdrra.ssinenl. 
A pre-Bangkok niediral review of the 
contini'eni would have saved her the 
non.serisiral publicity, A .simple saliva 
test would have put all doubts at rest. 
The tc.st (ould have been easily car¬ 
ried out at home. Some more similar 
cases aie lurking about in Indian wo¬ 
men’s sport.. One only hupivs they are 
nut espo.sed to any public ridicule. 

The chet-de-mission to the Edmon¬ 
ton Commonwealth Games, Mr Kail 
(ianguly. had a massive heart attack 
soon alter his return and died. It was 
not all that sudden. He had been a 
heart patient and had had a lew heart 
at'larks. His lung medical history wa.s 
kept a secret and even the doctor 
who accompanied the contingent wa.s 
kept in the dark The doctor was 
stunned when it was revealed to him 
after Mr Gangul.y's death, and than¬ 
ked his stars that the tragedy bad 
not occurred at Edmonton. If any¬ 
thing had happened during the Games 
he would have surely been taken un¬ 
awares. 


38 


Who is to be blamed for this? Cer¬ 
tainly not the doctor who. invariably, 
is cleared hours before the contin¬ 
gent leaves and at times reaches the 
venue only after the squad has al¬ 
ready settled down in the Games 
village. The doctor for the Christ¬ 
church Commonwealth Games was 
cleared barely 12 hour.s btifore the 
team left and to Montreal a day be¬ 
fore. ’I’hc masimum lime the doctor 
got to plan his work was before the 
Munich Olympics. Thai is two weeks. 
Under the circumstances the medical 
expert would hardly know what aie 
the requirements and which athlete 
and official carried what medical his¬ 
tory. He hi often confronted with 
Strange ca.ses and ailments which 
could have ea.sily been treated well 
in advance On the eve of the cojnpe- 


tition the doctor is asked to work 
wonders to make an athlete fit. 

Ihc health of a national contin¬ 
gent receives the utmost importance 
in any other country, but not in India. 
Practically every national Olympic 
committee has a medical advisory 
committee which co-ordinates its work 
with other panels like team services, 
food and housing, apparel supplies 
and transportation. Most of the coun¬ 
tries send their medical advisory 
committee to the venue well in ad¬ 
vance to .survey the medical facilities 
at the site. Apparently, the Indian 
Olympic Committee docs not think 
much of these exercises. The Indian 
contingent is alway.s accompanied by 
a lone doctor (Munich was an execiv 
tion when two doctors were sent) 
who is a total stranger to the en¬ 
vironment and the medical facilities 
available at the venue. He is onlv 
stacked with general nuHlicines and 
has to hope for the best 

Compari.sons arc always odious, but 
one has to compare. Fn the IJnitcd 
Stales, the .st'ledion of medical board 
for the partieipanis in a major event 
are made from <i pool ot applicants, 
running into hundreds giving .special 
con.sidcration to experience in sports 
medicine. 'ITie medir.il team take.s 
••are of the entire eontineent. inclu¬ 
ding. the Press corps, officials and 
their families and Friends. 

The U..S. medical team carries with 
it supplies and equipment to handle 
more than 95 per cent of the prob¬ 
lems that arise in day-to-day medical 
care. The other five per cent of medi¬ 
cal care is Handled at the Olympic 
village medical facility or in a desig¬ 
nated hospital in the host city. 



O LYMPIC GAMES MS^TfOR TWO 
weeks. Bitf the medicsl experts 
arc with the U.S. coatingent for 
period of not less than five weeks and 
for as long as 12 weeks. Some of the 
physicians and trainers are requested 
to travel with the specific teams dur¬ 
ing their selection, training and pre 
Olympic competitions. About two 
months before the Games, the mem¬ 
bers of the medical team have a 
briefing session together with all the 
coadhes, managers and administrators. 
The doctors are consulted at every 
stage and are invited for all the sub^ 
committee meetings. Three weeks 
prior to the Games, physical examina¬ 
tion of the entire contingent is com¬ 
plete. 

We may not be able to measure up 
to such sophisticated standards, but 
certainly we can provide the basic 
necessities for our athletes to_ attain 
competitive health. Much of it calls 
for on organised effort , and it is not 
beyond our comprehension. 

The tragedy with us is wc do not 
even take the doctor into confidence. 
The lack of rapport between doctor 
and trainer and doctor and trainee 
can create all sorts of problems. If 
there is proper understanding bet- 
ween the team officials and the 
doctor, cases like Govinda’s at the 
Montreal Olympics can be sorted out 
in a dispassionate manner. 

The doctor who went to Montreal 
ruled Govinda unfit to play against 
Australia in a crucial hockey match. 
But the coach and the manager over¬ 
ruled him and played Govinda. The 
doctor had backed up his argumcui 
at the briefing of the chcf-dc-mission 
by saying that the star forward was a 
psychological wreck and was not 
worth risking, and in a vital game at 
that. He thought Govinda's broken 
collar bone was vulnerable to body 
impact and this fact would not be 
lost on the Aussies. The tone of his 
muscle bad come down because of 
lack of exercise for over a month. 

The officials of the team, however, 
disregarded their own doctor’s opi¬ 
nion on the strength of a medical 
report of a Toronto doctor who had 
opined that Govinda would be fit 
around the time when India played 
Australia. When their gamble failed 
and Govinda had to be replaced ten 
minutes from the end, the team offi¬ 
cials are reported to haVe turned 
back and said the doctor had never 
told them that Govinda was not fit- 
This nearly put the doctor’s head on 
.the chopping block at a parliamen¬ 
tary inquiry Into the hockey debacle. 
Luckily, he was saved by the jottings 
of the briefings by a top lOA official. 
The inquiry bad to be wound up 
with the dissolution of parliament in 
1977. Imagine the plight of the doc¬ 
tor had Govinda come up with a goal! 

Wrestlers arc a class by themsel¬ 
ves. They have infinite faith in their 
akhada treatment, 'llie doctor and 


Govinda—Why was he played against 
4 Australia at Montreal despite the 
doctor having ruled hint unfit? 



Ae coico n«ve > seiaom seen eye to 
;ye on wrestling^ problems. The re¬ 
sult is self-niedicatkin by competi¬ 
tors on the advice of trainers and 
coaches. Milk is our wrestler's staple 
diet. Excess of it, the doctor feels, 
can create gas and distension of the 
abdomen, restricting his mobility. A 
wrestler should have his meal at 
least three hours before the bout. 
But, he never follows these rules. He 
drinks as mudi milk as he can and 
eats whenever he feels like. Personal 
hygiene is the biggest casualty with 
our wrestlers. They are superstitious 
about the mud of the akhada that 
rubs on to their langol. It can 
cause skin diseases besides unbeara¬ 
ble stink, but they are unconcerned 
about it. 

Y CHRISTCHURCH, THE HOUSES 
where the wrestlers stayed had 
To be destroyed after the Games as 
they were found unfit for human 
occupation. The prefabricated, collap¬ 
sible houses were to be sold to pub 
He after the Games, but the blocks 
allotted to the wrestlers had to be 
burnt on grounds of sanitary hygiene. 

Wrestlers’ physical problems are 
mostly confined to down below the 
knee. Since a wrestler stabilises him¬ 
self on his knees, a bad knee is al¬ 
ways on the cards and it is carried 
right from home, if these wrcstler.s 
are put through a rigorous medical 
check-up before an international 
event this and other minor complica¬ 
tions like ligament and cartilage can 
be rectified with proper medical care. 


Similarly, the weigbtlifters are 
affltned by low back ache add shoul- 
der miuries a$ they squat and rise, 
while the boxers are exposed to facial 
and gum injuries. Some of the foot¬ 
ballers carry their caitilagc problem 
to the ground, risking permanent 
damage. All these are kept away 
from the doctor for fear of losing a 
trip abroad. 

With no proper medical screening, 
an athlete can bluff his way to anv 
international meet. Triple Jumper Mo- 
hinder Singh Gill takes the cake for 
the wav he made it to Munich and 
Edmonton straight. He was included 
in the team for Edmonton Common¬ 
wealth Games despite the strong 
opposition from the Amateur Athle¬ 
tics Federation of India. On arrival 
in Edmonton, he made it no .secret 
that he was there to promote his 
hu.sincss interests and not for any 
serious competition. Two day.s before 
his event he informed the chef-de- 
mi5.sion that the arch of his foot wa.s 
paining and he wa.s not able to prac¬ 
tice. The doctor was summoned and 
he did not take long to find out that 
Gill had not been in training and 
that was the reason for the pain in 
his fooit. Gill was asked to leave the 
village. 

A t MUNICH, HE CAME UP WITH 
an alleged hanistring muscle 
strain. He tried to dortor the two 
medical experts who went with the 
contingent by insisting on their giv¬ 
ing him a cortisone injection which. 


he said, was what his Amer£^>4lo&' 
tor had prescribed for him. Tile two' 
doctors refused to play balL.-Gill 
then rushed to an American doctor, 
who, too. refused to comply with 
his request. Finally, he prevailed up¬ 
on the two Indian doctors gbl 
the shot at his own respon.'^ilUy. 
The doctors, however, felt that noth¬ 
ing was wrong with him and it wa.s 
only an excuse. His performance of 
three fouls created a big gaffe for all 
the drama he created beforer the 
event. 

Maybe the authorities are hot so 
particular about the health of a natio¬ 
nal team in view o' the "quota" sys¬ 
tem that prevails in Indian sport. 
They may even think a doctor i.s a 
luxury. But if one sees the schedule 
of a doctor on an international assign¬ 
ment om: would be convinced that it 
is no pleasure jaunt for him like it is 
for many other sports officials. The 
doctor is re.sponsible for the entire 
conlingcnt's health. 

Once a dortor had to treat an offi¬ 
cial for V. 1). (STD, as R Is known 
these days) which he contacted a cou¬ 
ple of days before he left India. Tlic 
Government ran at least stop this 
kind of dtrocit/ in the name ot .sport 
and insist on the members of the 
squad apocaring before a competent 
medical board before clearing them. 

Mishaps s-an occur despite best of 
care. Nobodv has a right to play W'th 
a .sportsman’s health. 
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ACROSS 

1 A cricket shot which goes In an 
unexpected place (6, 5) 

7 Try a —: take 3 bout at wrestl- 
ing (4) 

8 — Lloyd, cricketer 'or West 
Indies (^) 

10 Symbolic diagram (5) 

I? Rotates (6) 

14 Pick out from a number by 
preference (6) 

16 He makes the first move in chess 
(5) 

17 If this wicket falls, the Innings 
comes to a close (5) 

18 — or twice; a few times (4) 

’0 In cricket, a ball which keeps low 
(5, 6) 

}OWN 

1 A kind of opening in chess 
(9, 7, 4) 

2 A ball that comes within the — 
of the batsmen is most likely to 
be hit (5) 

3 That half of the cricket ground 
lying to the left hand — of the 
wicketkeeper (2>4) 

4 See 1 down 

5 Irish Football League (abbr.) 

( 1 . 1 , 1 ) 

C In golf, whenever this constitutes 
an obstruction, it may be removed 

9 Golf ball, one of the earliest in 
the history of the .game (9) 

11 Georg —. West Get man inter¬ 

national master in chess (9) 

13 A card game of chance (7) 
Chinese form of karate (4-2) 

'6 A card game played by two 
against two (5) 

19 livo —, Estonian champion and 
international master in chess (3) 


'Question box 


by Vti.iy.tM 

P. Viswanathan, Bombay. 

Q : How many Tost wickets did 
Kapil Dev take against Pakistan last 
year 7 

A : In three Tests, Kapil Dev took 
seven wickets at 60.86 a piece. 

Q : Has Gopal Bose played any 
official Test for India? 

A : No. 


Rev T. Marthis, Bombay. 

Q : What is the Test batting re- ’ 
cord of Bill Edrich? 

A : In 39 Tests, Edrich scored 
2,440 rune at an average of 40-00. 

Dtllo ChaBeri, Quiarat. 

Q : How many runs did Mansur AR 
Khan PataudI score In each Iftnlngs of 
the Calcutta Test in 1969 vs Australia? 

A : In the first innings PataudI 
scored 15 while In the 2nd Innings he 
scored one. 


D. P. SInha. BIrbhum. 

Q ; VVhen and against whom did 
0. N. Safdesal make his Test debut ? 

A : Sardesal made his Test debut 
against Englartd in the 2nd Test at 
Kanpur in 1961-62. 

Debashls Baksht, Jalpalguri. 

Q : What Is the Test baiting re¬ 
cord of D. N Sardesal 7 
A : In 30 Tesls, Sardesal has 
scored 2,001 runs at an average of 
39 23. 

Chanchal Paul, Calcutta.- 

Q ; What is the lowest score of 
Australia against England in Tests? 
A : 36 at Birmingham in 1902. 

Dlpvlfay Rawat, Sahranour. 

Q : What was the bowling perfor¬ 
mance of Bedi on his Test'debut 7 
A : Bedi's figures on his Test 
debut were 36-11-92-2. 

Narottam Slngha, Gauhall. 

Q : When, where and against whom 
did Chauhan make his Test debut ? 

A : Chauhan made his Test debut 
against New Zealand In the 1st Test 
at Bombay in 1969, 

Reginald Johnson, Kharagpur. 

Q : When, where and against whom 
did Vengsarkar make his Test debut 7 
A : Vengsarkar made his Tost 
debut against New Zealand In the .1st 
Test at Auckland in 1976. 

R. Mohan, Madras. 

Q : How many Test centuries did 
Victor Trumpor score? 

A ; In 48 Tests, Trumper hit eight 
Test centuries. 


(SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 201 



Quiz 


Gho&i* 

B elow are given (A) the names 
of 10 internationally famous 
tootballers and (B) a iwference to 
each ot them. Connect appropriately. 

A 

1. Fritz Walter. 2. Valentino Mazzola^ 

3. Bill McCracken. 4. Feienc Puskas. 
5. Franz Beckenbauer. 6 Johan 
Cruyff. 7. George Best. 8 Bobby 
Moore. 9. 'Garrincha' 10. "Didi" 

B 

1. In a World Cup semi-final, he 
was brutally fouled and Injured, 
but with the manager having 
already put on their two substi¬ 
tutes, jhe played on with his arm 
in a sling. 

2 In 1970 ho was arres.ted and 
detained in Bogota, Columbia on 
trumped-up charges of stealing a 
bracelet in a jewellery shop. 

3. His father died when he was 
small, his mother once scrubbed 
.the floors of the club for which 
he later earned many laurels. 

4. About him his team manager said 
that he 'on one log can do more 
than the average player on two.' 

5. His 'falling leaf free kicks made 
him famous. 

6. Both he and his brother appeared 
in a World Cup winning side. 

7, Father of seven daughters, he left 
his wite and went olf with a well- 
known singer 

8. He can bo called responsible for 
the change in the offside law of 
1925 — he so cunningly moved 
upheld to put enemy forwards in 
the offside trap. 

9, The plane carrying him and other 
teammates back from Portugal 
In May, 1949 crashed at Superqa 
outside Turin killing uvoryone in 
the party 

10. Seldom has a left foot ol such 
tremendous power as his been 
seen in the football. 

ANSWERS 

liB OlV 

;za ‘sv zo 'ev ^t-a Yv 'ca ov ta 
'sv -Ota >v :8a cv ‘ea zv 'jh iv 
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Bridge 


nori% Schaptro 


This week's hand pnsed a defensive 
piobliMii that was not successfully solved 
at the table. And yet, when you think 
about it, you should qpI there. Tiy your 
luck as taiit. with the advantage of seeing 
all tout hands 


$ 

i 


J 

AJ 765? 
0 9H? 

.1 <1 


7^ 0 4 .1 7 
10 

<> 70 6 3 
I A K 107 5 



4 A h>‘) If,', 
0 9 n 



East deall at love all and soon evivybcjdy 
had high level bidding derisions to lake 

This was the auction 


want to try another dotunco? I expect 
that you have got thuru by now ■ at trick 2 
East must loice dummy by playing King 
and another huait. It doesn't look particu- 
larily punisliing hut now, whalcvei South 
hies, he cannot enjoy the long clul5. He 
can ruti at most two of his hearts, but 
only alter drawing both Dt East's trumps 
Last week's gui/' at love all South 
hold 4KJ984<^B7630A54&2 
North opens one diarnond and South 
responds one-spade over which North 
forces with three-clubs This is a familiar 
problem - South dons not know whether 
his partner has forced to game on the 
strength ot a big spade fit, or whether 
he has a powerful two suiter. Rather 
than rebid the broken spades or 
make a rather silly fourth suit bid of 
three-hearts, South dons best to bid 
a simpli' Ihiecdiamonds. allowing 
parlner plenly ot room ui which to 
Of't loin hi,'> inliilitii.'i , 
fills week's gill' . al love all South holds 
44')<;'K76 4. OK834A07 4. 
WesI deah and ooeof. one-heart, North 
oveiralli wilb one :,|Mdi' and East bids 
one riu-trum|i V'/hul '.huuld South call 
now? 


SOU na 

WfSI 

NOniH 

f AS>T 
1 A 

' ♦ 

2L7 


' V 
pass 

pass 

50 


pass 

54 

pass 

pass 

(ihio 

pass 

pass 

pas^ 



Perhaps North should have doubled 
five-diamonds, perhaps South should 
have pa.ssi'd tlve-diamonds, perhaps East 
would have done bettei not lo have 
doubled five-spades - they were all close 
decisions. 

Against five-spades doubled West led 
0 2 and East won with the King. Well, 
it’s your move - how do you continut?'.' 
In practice East continued with another 
tup diamond and declarer ruffed. He 
crossed to dummy with 4 took 

a good view in the trump suit when he 
led 4 0. East covered with the King and 
the fall ot West's Jack raised declarer's 
hopes. He drew the last trump and 
continued with 4 A and a club ruff, 
then gave up a heart. The defenders won 
and forced again in diamonds but now 
South was in control. He ruffed and 
entered dummy with a noart ruff. Now he 
trumped a club m hand to establish the 
13th card in the suit, and was able to 
leach it with another heart ruff. South's 
last heart went away c<n the 10 of clubs 
and that was 1i tricks. 

Having lound nut what happened, do you 


Chess 


Hariging pawns (i.e those standing side 
by side on tliu lourih rank without others 
to help them on the neighbouring files) 
bring then p s.es.sor both advantages 
and disadvantages. Covering a sweep ol 
tour squaie.s to the lionl, they ollen cramp 
the enemy piuci's and create attacking 
threats by then power to advance. They 
can also, however, prove lo be a liability 
paiticularly when the opponent gets Ihe 
initiative and starts threatening them. 

In a general way attacking players are 
happy lo have hanging pawns while 
strategists prefer to play against them, 
and a statistical survey ol a master's 
game on this basis would provide a reli¬ 
able guide to whether bis style was tacti 
cal or strategic. Tho lollowing win liy 
Lai sen is an iifeal example ul how to play 
against such pawns, showing how they 
ran be destroyed by diic'ct assault. 
While ■«nt Lanan; Blni k Ivan RaduMv. 
Ouucn's Pawn. Queen’s loUmn Deleni <■ 
(Interronal TournanionI, I oiiiniirari, 1973) 

1 P>OR4, Kt-KUi aKt-KB3,P-K3 
3R-eKn,R-K9; 4B-Kt2,0-0 
9 Kt - Bl, P - 04; • P - K3, P - OKtl 

7P-04.B-Ka; •B-e3,P-84 

• 0-«, OKt-Oa 

In Pclro-iinn Kniiiov, San Aiilonio, 19/2, Black 


sluerrid lor egiiali'ly by 9.. ■ BR > f'; 10KKI ».p 
PxP 

ItO-Kt, Kl-M 

This aggressive move is less sound lhan Itu 
developing 10.,. R - Bl. 

t1BPxP,KPaP; ft KR-41, Kt a Kl 
13BxKt,R-4t; 144R>41.R-Bt 
It P a P, P a P 

The hanuing-oawn situation has heen reai hed 
Larsen righlly considered il lo lavour Wliili 
here, lor hi$ pieces ere adiiiiralily iiliui'd loi 
tioin restraint and attack 

1t4-Ba. P-Kts 

16 ... P KR3 was prelerable Now with lie 
next two niovos While combines tlireals on llii 
weakened long diagonal wilh n blow In lli< 
banging paw. 

1TP-K4,4-R1i 1t9-Qtl.B-KM 

II 16 . PxP. While mlnnded 19 0 R6, Kl 
B3, 20 Kl KI5. R - Kl, 71 Kl x RP and wins 

1»Q-B4, 4-4f. aOB-RI, KI-KI3 
ai P-OKMI, B-Kt 

Altarknd from all dirucliuns, Black rollaii-.is 
71... P B5 was insutlicHM'l in view ol 77 B x P 
RxB: 73 RxR. PxR, 24 R«0, RxR, 75 P 
KR4. bill i1 was Ihe only pnn In nl c hiini u 

aaKPxP,B-Q3; a3a-Ra,PaP 
aiKI-KtS, P-B4i 2SKI-K4,0-Ot 
ai R a R, Reelgna 

Competlllon 0441, Solubnn nr«t wi nk 


Blaik 



Wlut,' 


While lo pl.iy and win 

Belutloa to '0444 (HIront-Bleodwortb 
Woolacembe, 1474). (Sra/2pqapk/Rab1n1p 
ipa / iPtpaN / aPn2NP / toaoppi / iRt • 

Black to play.) Blm k, who happened In be in 
Chess Correspondent o' Ihr IVcs/ern Motfi,iii 
A/ew.. Inn ed Ihe win hy J'S B .x Kl, 76 P x B 
i\lxB. 77 OxKI, 0 OHili; ?B K R?. Hi 
KI5rh, 79 P X kT. H BH. .md a!le. .30 R < Pi h 
PxR While ie‘,igned 
Probltm No 10a4. Solul inn ni'xl week 
M. Marblo (Fn xl Pn/e, lit S/mIi e/e, likipl 
(QT ; 4N1 / Kp4Bt / 3pp1n1 r 3k1r2 / p1R4R . 
4rn2/Baq-T whito mon; 14 black.) 

W! lie lo p'ay find mule in two inovi *, 

Solution to No 1443 (Wurxburp). (4/2N1bJ 
4/tp4/k3K1Q1/4i'3N4/S- mate In thraa.) 1 Q 
KU (Ihrealiininii 7 Q R7i h ,snd .3 Kl 05 6i 
I . K - R6, 2 0 Rlih: K KI5, .3 Kl Rt. 
(h) 1 K KI5, 7 Kl 05i h line eilher 7 
K Ra,3 0 R7or?. .K RC:3 0 ORt. I< 

1 B H4.?OxH,P KI5.30 R7.1(1)1 
B KI5,?0 01nndeilhni30 R/nr-ro 1(1 
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The VIP label. Your guarantee 
)f comfort and confidence 
-onfidence that your anatomy 
iemands from scientifically 
designed underwear. 

Made from the choicest fabric. 
i/Vith the softness, the smoothness 
ind the feel that gives the VIP feeling 



Durable underwear from VIP. 

A complete price range... 
because every person is important 

UNOERWEARS 
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Make your happy 
moments happier with 
Regent King. An 
exdusive blend of choice 
Virginia tobaccos 
especially selected for 
rich flavour, smoothness 
and subtle taste. 

Brought to you in an 
exclusive pack. 
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STATUXWV WARNING CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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PRICE 


JULY IS THE MONTH 


FOR UNITS 

Units cost the lowest in July— 

which means maximum return on your 

investment. 

Unit is a package of super benefits. 

1) Your capital is safe-The Trust 
invest the money for you in shares 
and debentures of over 600 sound 
companies. 

2) Your capital is not blocked—you 
can resell or transfer your Units 
any time. 

3) You enjoy exclusive tax benefits— 
your dividend from Unihs is tax-free 
upto Rs. 2.000/-, over and above 
the general exemption of Rs. 3,000A 
on dividend from Units, interest from 
banks and postal deposits etc. 


Invest in Units for higher returns. The 
Trust has the schemes and plans to suit 
every need. 

1) Unit scheme '64 (for attractive 
dividend) 

2) Reinvestment Plan (for a compound 

rate of growth) v 

3) Children's Gift Plan (a special 
investrr^ that grows v^^the 
child—a number of cash prizes 
awarded every year) 

4) Unit-linked insurance Plan 

(10 year saving plan with life cover, 
high returns and tax rebate) 

For further information pleree 
contact: 

UNIT TRUST 
OF INDIA 

4. Fairtie Place. Caleutta-700001 

Phone; 23-9391, 23-1638 

Or your nearest Bank/Post Office . > 



Build up your savings. Unit by INt 
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Letters to the Editor 


Pride or 
prejudice ? 

F BGM MR H. S. VIRDI’S 
article “JCT : Deservinx- 
ly Punjab’s pride” (Sports- 
world June 20) it is evident 
that the author is not only 
s staunch supporter of this 
club but also a partisan com¬ 
mentator. It is a matter of 
reerel that iiporiswortd pub¬ 
lishes such articles. The 
author catecorically states: 
“Today, JCT is a name that 
promises Rood, clean and ex- 
dtinR football — and one 
that is certain to reach at 
least the final stages of 
every competition in which 
It takes part.” To people in 
other parts of the country 
where JCT have hardly a 
following to boast of, this 
would speak volumes for the 
club but to soccer fans up 
here in the north who have 
watched how JCT have won 
most of their laurels here 
alt through the years, this 
would seem as utterly out¬ 
rageous and biased as a 
statement could be. 


Mr Virdi’s statistics them¬ 
selves speak of JCTs mono¬ 
poly in the northern tourna¬ 
ments and their measly 
show elsewhere. I am sure 
he will argue on the lines 
that I FA Shield and other 
tournaments in the cast are 
monopolised by the Bengal 
teams. But has "the Pun¬ 
jab's pride” ever made any 
headway in the Rovers Cup? 
Sure JC;T make the final 
stages of any competition 
held in the north. And why 
not, considering they have 
a large vociferous and par¬ 
tisan band of robust Pun¬ 
jabis behind them and the 
morale-boosting they get 
from the men conducting 
the proceedings both on and 
off the field—the leferees 
and the organisers. 

As to Mr Virdi's claim 
that they play good, clean 
and exciting football, well, 
if the rough methods (welt 
aided hy the whistle man) 
indulged in by Bhatia, Par- 
mar & Co. (these are house¬ 
hold names) and the up and 
down kicking game is bran¬ 
ded as.such, then it would 
be interesting to know how 
our honourable author 
brands the game dished out 
by the eastern, southern and 
western teams of our coun¬ 
try. 

D. BHATTACHARYA, 
hew Delhi. 


Sir Gary's choice 

I T WAS NICE TO READ 
Sobers’s article “My list of 
today's top 10 bat$ and how 
I’d bowl to them” (Sportb- 
warld. May 23). lie has al¬ 
most correctly estimated all 
the batsmen but Gavaskar. 

I was also surprised at the 
Inclusion of Randall leaving 
out Boycott and Turner. Pro¬ 
bably because of the fact 
that Gavaskar has thrashed 
the West Indies bowling on- 
a number ot occasions, and 
that too during Sobers’s cap¬ 
taincy, he had to admit 
Gavaskar as great, saying 
'Sunil seldom gives a 
chance’. The most funny 
part of it is that Gavaskhr 
docs not consider himself 
among the top ten. On the 
contrary, he contradicted 
Sobers. ‘Sobers must not 
forget that he himself drop- 

S ed me a number of times 
1 71 series’. It was nice 
of Gavaskar to admii such 
facts. In spite of what .sta- 
tistias say, personally I can¬ 
not consider Gavaskar to be 
among the top ten, and cer¬ 
tainly not ahead of masters 
like Greg Chappell and all. 

NIRMALYA SEN, 
Durgapar. 


MANY THANKS FOR PUB- 
lishing the article of .Sir 
Gary. Could it be poasiblc 
for you to publish another 
article like thi$ about bow¬ 
lers and how he would face 
them if he bats. 

RANEN SEN GUPTA, 
Calcutta. 


SIR GARY sobers: HAS 
named ten top-ranking bats¬ 
men of the world and has 
listed with the list that 
their batting qualities and 
weakncs.ses as well. One may 
not agree with the list that 
he has furnished, but it is al- 
mo.st complete and correct. 
1 think the name of Asif 
Iqbal could easily be taken 
with that of Ian Chappell, as 
he is also a great fighter in 
di'tnanding rirriimstances. 
He should be also rateil 
higher than I.lovd and 
Grcenidge for the .si.int res¬ 
pect that he pays to jill types 
of bowling. But unlike 
these two. he does it with 
great -style and*utm(ivt ea.se. 
Sobers could hardly find any 
flaw in his batting technique, 
while bowling to him 

FARRUKH AHMED. 

Allahahad. 






Balance please 

I DEPLORE THE 'UNDUE 
coverage given in Shorts- 
world to football as a result 
of which cricket has to 
suffer. Many of my friends 
feel the same way and a 
better balance between the 
two will be very much 
welcome. 

AMITABH CHOUDHARY. 

Kharagpur. 

Other games 

M ost OF the articles 

in Sportswurld arc on 
cricket and football. The 
question box also i.s suffering 
from the same disease. 

SOMEN CHOWDHURY. 

Calcutta, 


Record Box ? 

AT ABOUT CHANG- 
ing the name of the 
Question Box column to 
‘Record Box’? 1 presume 
Mr Vijayan Bala is only 
interested in cricket. It has 
been noticed that in previ¬ 
ous i.s.sues only questions 
concerning with cricketers’ 
records are answered. 

RANJIT JOHN, 
Bokaro. 


VouW on the dock 

F rom now onwards 

we are boycotting your 
magazine. Reasons ? There 
are so many. First, you are 
more interested in the per¬ 
sonal affairs of the players 
than their performance. 
Second, the Esanda World 
Hockey tournament cover¬ 
age was poor. Third, you 
sidetrack international 
events giving preference to 
petty national ones—that too 
of Calcutta and football. 

And last but not the least, 
since the November 22 issue 
blow-up (that too not a good 
one) you have not publi^ed 
a single article on or ]dioto 
of our darling Immy (Imran 
Khaa)< 

NAYNA SHAH, 
URMILA SINGH, 
NIMMl KHAN, 
SHAMA SHAIKH. 

Bombay. 

Soccer coverage 

P LEASE ACCEPT MY 
hearty congratulations 
for a fine coverage of foot¬ 
ball in the various issues of 
Sportsworld. It Ls the only 
magazine in the country, 
which gives extensive and 
special reports of football 
matches whereas the other 


■ports magiiziiies (ive weigh- 
tage to crideet I think, 
Sportsworld is doing ex¬ 
tremely well to improve the 
condition of Indian football. 

NIKHIL RASTOGI 
Sports Editor, Super Blaze. 

Lucknow. 

Bias ? 

Y our feature on 

some of the country’s 
best football clubs is indeed 
rielightfull reading. But may 
1 ask if you are prejudiced 
against some very good 
team.s like Dempo Soprts 
Club of Goa, recent winners 
of the Rovers (also in 1975) 
and the Stafford Cup, not for¬ 
getting their being holders 
of the Nizam Cup and Lea¬ 
gue Champions of Goa? They 
certainly deserve some cover¬ 
age in your pages. It would 
be a refreshing change if 
you stopped harping on Cal¬ 
cutta football— It is proved 
beyond <!oubt that they arc 
no longer supremo in India. 
Sheer effort and team work 
have helped team.s like 
Dempo become a house-hold 
name in Indian soccer. And 
it might help if you. dear 
Editor, change your editorial 
stand on cricket or you 
might change Sportsworld 
to Cr’cketworld. Surely an 
editorial on other sports 
would delight millions. 

MISS A. lySOUZA, 
Bombay. 

Best helpful 

I read your ‘GEORGE 

Best’ regularly and it 
helps us. Why not sedalise 
a similar strip feature on 
cricket? If you do it we 
shall be able to learn the 
techniques of batting, bowl¬ 
ing and fielding. 

SWAPANKVMAR, 

Nadia. 

Howzzat 

ipEACII FOR ROYAL 
•TV and enter The Howzzat 
Cricket Quiz’ — newspaper 
readers all over the country 
mu.st have scen/read this 
advertisement in April in 
various newspaiHtrs. I am 
a s udent and lover of 
cricket. I participated in 
this quiz with all sincerity, 
t had sent my entry on 
April 24. 1979 which was 
received by the organisers 
on Apiil 2(). The closing 
date, ittcidcntallv, was April 
50. However, without stat¬ 
ing any reasons, the organi¬ 
sers sent back my entry to 
me. It was received by me 
on May 24. 1979 and 1 had to 
pay 30 paise. to the postman 
for no fault of mine. I do 
not know in what circums- 


taaces this bid b« 
redirected Ut me. i 
cheated. 

SUBRAT A Da 
A mberna 

Aga Khan tourney 

( ''ONGRATULATIONS I 
^ the A|a Khan toun 
ment committee and t 
Bombay Gymkhana for t 
excellent manner in whi 
the last tournament w 
conducted. However, on ft 
complaints against them 
We were rather disappoint 
at the last-moment cancel 
tion of the Sports Hostel 
Mahindras exhibition matt 
Second, the toilet faciliti 
at the stadium were vc 
bad. I am sure the Gy 
khana has the funds 
build concrete urinals i 
the spectators. Next, the i 
hancement of gate chars 
with effect from the pi 
quarter final rounds to t 
finals was too sharp, ai 
many hockey-lovers found 
a severe strain on tin 
pockets. The canteen f.i'- 
ties were insufficient too 
I am sure these complaii 
will be taken with the spi 
In which they are made, u 
the facilities improved w 
year. 

ARCHIE W. U’SOUi 
Bouibi 


Why grumble ? 

E very now and tiu 

I come across in yn 
journal complaints fru 
readers about the wi' 
coverage accorded-to crick' 
What they fail to undi 
•land is that the gloria 
game commands more f 
lowing than what is Ciijoy 
by all the other games p 
togelher. A cricket seii 
evokes a nation-wide int'-n 
unmatched by any event 
any of the other sports. 

A sports magazine 
f! 2 ted with the aim of pi 
moting sports. At the sar 
ts commercial anr 
canne’ be overlooked, 
magazine has to .sell to kc' 
it g . r.T. Therefore, 
rightly gives its reado 
what is more in demand ai 
the more the fans clanio 
for crir’ e , the larger is t 
-.olumn space given to it. 
will, therefore, be unwi 
,nu •njustifie't to grumf 
at more pages being ailotti 
to cricket in sports journa 
It is the game which has 
its CTedit the wide.st pair" 
age among the sports-love 
in our country. 

C. K. PANCHANATH.\ 
New Dell 


Dentists say 

Regular brushing of teeth 

and massaging of gums 

check gum troubles and tooth decay 

Use Forhan’s 

Double-Action Toothbrush 
Specially designed 
to massage your gums 
while brushing your teeth 


Firm 
blue bristles 
clean 
your teeth 



Gentle 
white bristles 
massage 
your gums 


Ltarn the Forhan't wav ol 
brushing laath and maaaat ng guma. 
Wriia (or a FREE colourful booklat 
on cara ol taath and gums to 
Forhan's Oantal Advisory Bureau. 
Otpt. No. B 22-l86,Post Bag 11463, 
Bombay 400 020. 
Mantioit languaga. 


Igrhaqy 

Double-Action Toothbrush 
— ■ perfect companion to Forban’s, 
the toothpaste created by a dentbta 


IMF-122 




Just one point 


NATIONAL GAMES 

A national 
headache? 

r lE NATIONAL GAMES OF 
tadia has had a very chequered 
history. Started in 1940 with the 
inslugural meet at Patiala, the Games 
were held annually till 1950. Thence 
it was decided that the Games 
would be held every two years and 
later, the regularity made every 
four years. Before the Hyderabad 
meet this year the Games was last 
held in 1970 at CutUck. During the 
eight-year period in the limbo, the 
rules that govern the Games were 
revised thrice: first in July 1976 
when Hyderabad was allotted the 
meet. January 1978 was the month 
fixed for the Games but it was post¬ 
poned. A month after the scheduled 
date of the holding of the Games, 
a sub-committee under the chair¬ 
manship of Nurul Amin wa.s consti¬ 
tuted to revise the rules but the re¬ 
commendations made, were totally 
rejected by the general rouncil of 
the Indian Olympic Association. The 
lOA is the. body under whose aegis 
the Game.s arc conducted. 

Last May a subcommittee was 
constituted under the chdiriiianship 
of Mr B, C. Mohanly to go into the 
revision of governing rules. The 
panel submitted its recommendations 
in a month and they were linally 
accepted in Augu-st '78. Phew! After 
a couple of more postponements, 
the third week of February this 
year was fixed for the holding of the 
Games and it was finally held' 


that govern the National Games were 
followed more in the breach rather 
in the adherence. 

For example, under the head 
procedure for entries”, the rule 
very categorically states that "only 
the State Olympic Associations affi¬ 
liated to the lOA can enter compe¬ 
titors and teams in the National 
Games.” As such the Games associa¬ 
tions In the respective States should 
send their entry forms duly comple¬ 
ted in quadruplicate to their State 
Olympic Association at least two 
months before the dale of the Natio¬ 
nal Games which should reach the 
organising committee at least 45 
clear days before the dates of the 
Games. 

Several que.stiuns come up. 1. How 
many States have their own Olympic 
Associations affiliated to the lOA? 2. 



Nurul Amin—He could hare used his 
authonti/ as AIFF president to make 
Hie affiliated States take part in the 
Nah-mal Comes 


If one had hoped that while go¬ 
ing about "defrosting” the National 
Games from eight years in the cold- 
storage, the lOA would put its best 
foot forwards, it turned out to be 
nothing more than wishful thinking. 
One of the fond hopes expressed 
when the regularity of the Games 
was changed was that it should 
serve as a sort of dress rehcarsal-cum- 
selection trials for the Asian/Olym¬ 
pic Games alternately. By holding 
the Games more than a month and 
a half after the last Asian Game.s 
and a year and a half before the 
next Olympics, even this limited 
objective could not be achieved. 

TTHERE IS AN URGENT NEED 
A for rethinking on the very con¬ 
cept of the National Games and its 
conduct. The chaos that reigned dur¬ 
ing the Hyderabad Games is not the 
sole handiwork of the organising 
body—the Andhra Pradesh State 
Sports Council. The lOA, the other 
State sports counnis and the national 
federations also contributed their 
mite to the non-event. Many rules 


How many of the affiliated State 
Olympic Associations arc functioning 
in reality? 3. How many entries of 
the participants and teams were 
actually regulated via the State 
Olympic Associations for the last 
National Games? 4. How long before 
the Games were the entries confir¬ 
med? 

There are 17 State-level Olym¬ 
pic Associations affiliated to the lOA, 
almost half that number of associa¬ 
tions arc in the limbo. In Tamil 
Nadu for example, the State Olympic 
Association does not even exist on 
paper—election of office-bearers has 
not been conducted for almost six 
years. Only Bihar, Orissa, Uttar Pra¬ 
desh. Kerala, Punjab, Delhi, Manipur, 
Jammu and Kashmir and Andhra 
sent in their entries through their 
respective State Olympic Asso¬ 
ciations. And since one of 
the major functions of State Olym¬ 
pic Associations is with regard to 
the National Games, what have they 
been doing all along is anybody’s 
guess. 


E ven as late as a week 

betorc the last (Kimes got off 
the ground, the cumpU-ti' picture of 
participants and the various discip¬ 
lines was not clear. For this many 
of the national spoits lodcxations 
have to be blamed. All were told 
but the response from must federa¬ 
tions to the National Games was, to 
say the least, apathetic. 


The Amatuer Athletics Federation 
of India sent out letters to its various 
State units on January 29—a little 
over a fortnight before the start of 
the Games! The State units went on 
to conduct their .selection trials un¬ 
til February 8 and till four days 
later the organising eoiiimittec did 
not have any idea as to which State 
was participating and which wasn't. 
So much for the interest shown by 
one of main sports federation visa- 
vis the National Games. 

The attitude of the All India Foot¬ 
ball Federation wa.s even more 
shocking. The organising sccrctaiy 
of the Hyderabad Game.s daiiiis that 
till five days before the start, the 
AIFF did not even bother to indicate 
whether teams for this- discipline 
would be taking part, further, the 
AIFF is believed to have "left it to 
the choice of its State affiliates” 
whether or not to participate in the 
Games. EAce'pt for the handball, 
voHeyball and the cycling federation 
the rest of the concerned federations’ 
response to the National Games was 
lukewarm. 

In chapter one title "Fundamen¬ 
tal principles” in the rules for the 
National Games, it is stated that 
"the idea behind these rules is to 
make the National Games of India 
a replica of the World Olympic 
Garae.s”. 

Questions that need answers arer 
Do we need a replica of the World 
Olympic Games at all? And at the 
cost of Rs 20 lakhs? And without 
the Games being really repreaenta- 
tive of those disciplines included in 
the Oly mpics/Commonwealth/Asian 
Games? In how many cities do we 
really have the infrastructure, the 
resources to conduct such a mam¬ 
moth event a.s our National Games 
in a proper fashion? And even after 
spending a staggering Rs 20 lakhs, 
have we been able to get the con¬ 
cerned sports federations truly in¬ 
volved? Would the conducting of 
team games like hockey and football 
be feasible in' the set-up of the 
National Games? Once the national 
championships are heJd, is it not 
logical that participation in the 
Games would make it a redundent 
exercise? 

And the moot question: Just what 
are the National Games meant to 
achieve? The august body called the 
Indian Olympic Association can ill- 
afford to turn a Nejson’s eye to the 
lessons learnt from the last National 
Games. 

ASHOK KAMATH 
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STOOPING TO CONQUER 

Somersel: David Johnson, member of a Free Fall 
Somerset Parachute Team, stooped 2.200 ft. to the church¬ 
yard, to conquer his bride-to-be at the wedding^ venue. 
The bride wore a wide smile I 

KID STUFF 

Zurich : Use Bachmann (88) hikes 5 miles a day In 
the Alps. Says she to her 8-year-old great-grand-daughter 
Anna Mane who detests walking: If the Lord didn’t want 
you to walk, why did He give you two feet ? To which the 
kid replies . One for the brake, the other for the accelerator. 

NOT RUNNING FOR OFFICE 

Washington: Boston marathon winner Bill Rodgers 
was invited to lunch at the White House. Accompanying 
him was Massachussets Representative Joseph Moakley, 
who quipped to newsmen, after: It's good to have a guy 
running in my district I don't have to worry about I 

NOT BY FITS AND STARTS 

Bonn; “Take part and something takes place", Is 
the slogan deployed by the German Sports Federation for 
its 1979 Keep Fit Campaign launched recently. Newsads, 
TV spots, posters, stickers, commercials and brochures 
totalling two million copies all publicise how to stay fit 
with constant sport. If the Indian Sports Ministry did like¬ 
wise. our sportsmen and women should be breaking 
records — not bones. 


B. TELLIS 



^GROUPieS. 



AHD HURRY tr UP IP YOU POSSIBlV "' DBAN, C^CB A6AIN I APPEAR 

CAhJ... WB'Ve 60r A CLOSE FPIBND BBPORB YOU WITH A YOUNC MAN 

RUNNING IN THE DERBY. ^ WO HAS BEEN YICTJMIZBP BY30CIBT/... 

















SSSSaSI34ir/n the 


or 


maharajahs 

E ver since member of 

Parliament Jyotirmoy Basu 


MJ Parliament Jyotirm^ Basu 
submitted a report as Chairman 
of the Committee of Public Un¬ 
dertakings. where he criticised 
the working of Air-India, the 
national airhne has been receiv¬ 
ing the flack from every conceiv¬ 
able section. Suddenly, Air-India 
has become the favourite flogg¬ 
ing horse. It has not been spar^ 
even its indulgence in the field 
of sport. 

IT is now claimed that Air-India 
is giving step-motherly treatment 
to all faculties of sports, except 
lenni.s. The critics claim they 
have come to this conclusion be¬ 
cause whenever they have requc.s- 
ted the airline’s management for 
free passage they have been re¬ 
fused, but on the other hand Air- 
India is not only providing free 
air travel to Vijay, Anand and 
Ashok Amritraj but also to their 
parents. 

There seems to be a little con¬ 
fusion. Air-India is not giving 
free pasage to the Amritraj 
family. The Amritraj brothers 
advertise Air-India on their kit. 
They wear the airlines logo on 
their'IV.shirts, use Air-India towels, 
jackets and racquet covers wher¬ 
ever and whenever they play. In 
return Air-India instead of paying 
them in cash gives them tickets. 
This arrangement suits the airline 
better as very often they have 
empty seats on their aircraft. It 
is a perfectly legal deal and un¬ 





nmraraj brothers mih the Meyer 
Air-tndia sponsored match 
der the barter .'.ystem it is called 
a 'transportation service contract.’ 

Now under this system the 
Amritraj's arc. entitled to travel 
free uplo a certain fixed limit. It 
is upto them whether they would 
like to fly or give the seat to their 
parents. Also whether they would 
like to go first class or economy. 
But the point is they ran utilise 
this facility upto a ceiling Once 
they cross this figure they have 
to pay like any other normal pas- 
Sanger. 

This is the .second year of this 
contract between Air-India and 
the Amritrajs. The contract tor 
this year is valued at seventy- 
five per cent of the first year’s 
amount. Air-India has diverted 
the remaining 25 per cent to 
Ramesh Krishnan, another rising 
tennis star. 

Air-India is looking for inter- 


twins, Sandy and Alex, at the 

national exposure and the only 
games that fill the bill are cric¬ 
ket, hockey and tennis. Cricket 
is doing very well, thank you. 
Hockey has been taken up by 
organisations like Indian Airlines, 
BSF, Services etc. So that leaver, 
tennis. Hence the airline has a 

tie-up with -1ho Amritrajs and 
Ramesh Krishnan. 

The airline employs, among 

others, Shashi Menoii (tennis;, 

Mohindcr Amarnath (cricket;. 
India'vS second wicketkeeper 
Bharat Reddy is to join the natio¬ 
nal airline, is September when he 
returns from the English tour. 

Recently at the WCT finaLs at 
Dallas, Air lndia offered a $10,000 
prise for a doubles match between 
the Amritraj brothers and the 
Mayer brothers, Sandy and Gene. 
I'he latter, who won the match 
got $6,000 and the Amritrajs 
$4,000. 


Is golf for 
old folks ? 

r HF. First meeting of the 

Asian Games organising com¬ 
mittee in the carpeted air-condi¬ 
tioned committee room of the 
Parliament House Annexe was 
barely a few minutes old when a 
member, grabbing the microphone 
in front of him, demanded to 
know how golf had come to be 
included as one of the disciplines 
in the 1982 Asiad. "There is not 
sufficient national interest in this 
gsme’’, he said and wondered if 
all the trouble to stage it as part 
of the Asian Games was worth¬ 
while at all. 


Spirited defence of the game 
same from the bearded industria¬ 
list, Dr. Bharat Ram, a former 
captain of the Delhi Golf Club 
where the tournament will be 
staged in 1982, and Air Viexs-Mar- 
shal C. L. Mehta, secretary-general 
of the Indian Olympic Association 
and Asian Games Federation. 


It was only appropriate that 
India staged the fir.st ever Asian 
Game.s golf competition, said the 
urbane and silver-haired retired 
Air Vice-Marshal known for his 
meticulous speech and thorough 
homework. It was India, he re¬ 
minded the audience, who worked 
for the inclusion of the game on 
the approved list of about 25 dis¬ 
ciplines of the AGF. A keen golf¬ 
er himself, he also guaranteed u 
golf gold for India. 


Even that did not appear too 
convincing. The prime minister. 
Mr Desai, himseli next weighed 
in to .say that "golf being a game 
o' the rich and leisured classes," 
it should not be included at the 
expense of any other popular 
sport. That, too, did not quite 
click. 

Finally. Umrao Singh, former 
Punjab education and .sports 
minister, brought the house down 
by declaring that the Asian Games 
need not be a sports festival om- 
fined only to youth. "Let us also 
include the old in it.” said the 
lawyer-legislator from Jullundur. 
"The only way you ran make it a 
fe-Stival of the old is by including 
the game of golf in it.” he added 

So that is what some people 
think of golf. 






News: International 


CRICKET 

Getting 
ready 
for the 
Eighties 

TONY LEWIS looks bey¬ 
ond the patch-up wor¬ 
ked out at the ICC 
meeting in London in 
late June. 

lERE WERE HEATED ACCUSA- 
tions flying in the face of the 
Australian Board before delegates 
assembled at the International Cri¬ 
cket Conference annual meeting at 
Cord’s. 

Surely the Australian Board's 
settlement with Kerry Packer’s World 
Serie.s cricket, or more specitically 
with PBL Publicity Ltd. was negotia¬ 
ted without concern for other 
countries? 

Was not the curl telegram to India 
informing (heiii of the postponement 
of ihcii forthcoming visit to Australia 
proof of their arbitrary behaviour? 

The subsequent plan to invite 
England and West Indies instead to 
play Tests and an unhealthy quota of 
limited-over cricket was thought to 
be an over kill of the most prestigious 
cricket relationship in the world. 

Yes. the Australian Board had 
saved themselves but what right had 
It to throttle the regular pulse of 
overseas international visits? 

There is little doubt that Austra¬ 
lia’s representatives were given a 
roasting at the meeting, but, as so 
often has happened in this Packer 
affair, the impossible obstacle has 
been flattened by a nod from the 
game’s administrators. The Austia 
lian deal has been approved by ICC. 


England and W. Indies will go 
Australia this winter, India and New 
Zealand m 1^0/81 and W. Indies and 
Pakistan in 1981/82. 

We are now firmly into the era of 
briefcase rricketers. What happens 
when the briefcase outweighs the 
cricket bag? Talent disappears. Ask 
Tony Grieg. 
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As foi India, upon insperliun, they 
have no major grievance. Indccdi 
postponement of their trip to Austra¬ 
lia this winter will probably be to 
their advantage. 

They may rightly complain of the, 
brevity of Australia’s message which 
indicated a change of mind, but not 
ot the financial sense. No money 
arrangements had been settled and 
they must benefit to a greater extent 
once the new merchandising ageiu.x 
in Austral!^ is in full swing. 

Fo be fair to PBL Publicity Ltd, 
their first yeai of marketing cricket 
could hardly be given a zooming lift 
oil by the presence of mediocre India 
who, after all, played a full Test 
series out there only two years ago. 

This coming tour was unscheduled; 
it was only set up in the face of a 
WSC control of other international 
players. By 1980/81 India Vill have 
a mure mature side and PBL Publi- 
«ity Ltd will be that more practised 
and respected in the art of interna¬ 
tional cricket promotion, if they 
have the be,st cricketing products to 
place in the shop window in the first 
instance. 

If you settle for the fairly obvious 
fact that the whole Packer affair has 
been to do with the financial aspira- 

Tontj dri’U/ — ‘Whi'n Ihr briefrase 
i)ulwri<)hs Ihc nn’kpt ha</, talent dis- 
appeal s'. Here, he is brnried out htf 
a Thovtson delirer!/ in the 1977 
.Ashes .seiic.s. 



tions of professional cricketers, then 
there is no point at all in getting the 
marketing message off the ground 
lamely with an Indian tour of 
Australia. 

Thereafter, we must believe 
assurances that the- control of cricket 
rests with the official administration'! 
and that this next year represent.s 
the final uncomfortable but very 
neorssary stitching of the Packei 
wound which, at the Australian end. 
was gaping, enough to threaten the 
very life of traditional cricket. 

A S FOR PLAYERS ONE CAN 
anticipate new migatory pat 
terns. Whereas the winters of non¬ 
touring (British) players were spent 
at home in Britain or coaching in 
South Africa, now Australia will hr 
the honey put. 

World Series South African cricket¬ 
ers. for example, are already seeking 
qualifications with Australian State 
sides. Will there have to be a 
restriction on overseas players in. the 
Sheffield Shield as there is in the 
English County Championships? Tl 
looks certainly so. 

However players are happy to see 
money and commercial prestige come 
their way. It is acknowledged that 
an England cricketer who tours 
Australia next winter will earn more 
money for that trip, albeit a short 
one, fhan any other cricketer before 
him. 

The cricketers themselves are th • 
most important factors from now on 
In retrospect it will be seen that it 
was a cabal of outstanding cricketers, 
not Kerry Packer himself, who fought 
for and achieved the surge in income 
by strengthening cricket’s links with 
rommerce. 

Cricket looks like becoming a very 
big game indeed and the British 
game must a.sk itself if the connec 
tion between the Board of Control 
and a TV network advised by a 
publicity agency will sell the game 
more profitably to a wider .sporting 
public in this country. 

So, as Australia argued their case 
during the week the air became 
sweeter, the sense clearer and all 
her recent acts far less iconoclastic. 
It remains fur cricket admintstrations 
to anticipate the problems which 
money brings, perhaps of greed and 
selfish play, ot bad behaviour on the 
field and of a new breed of cricketer-s 
ariiving who seek short cuts to profit 
lather than the long road to excel¬ 
lence. 

The current standards in county 
cricket are disappointing and in 
school especially so. If money 
comes, then the Cricketers’ Associa¬ 
tion. that most responsible body, will 
recognise that pound notes are rc- 
ifuircd to save the withering gra$.s 
routs of the game as much as to line 
the piggy banks of the very fortunate 
professional players of the late 70s. 




England 
will live 
& learn 

RICHIE BENAUD com¬ 
ments on ICC's efforts 
to help the Australian 
Board meet Packet half 
way 


IF, ORDINARY AUSTRAUAN 
cricket spectator, that is (he one 
who pays .his rnoiiev at the turnstile 
in return for enlertainment. can b« 
excused bewilderment at the recent 
admiiiLstrntivc working in England 
with the ICC giving general approval 
plus an extremely rough four days 
to Bob Parish. 

It was then up to the individual 
countries to negotiate with Austra¬ 
lia. The two ino.st totally concerned 
were the West Indies and England. 
Both are on the Australian Board’s 
schedule for next summer. Tha 
TCCR slateincnt issued on Saturday, 
June 30 at Lords said enough to 
indicate full acct^ptance of the prin- 
uples involved in the ACB proposal. 

Rough passage he may have had 
but Mr Parish stamped himself in 
the.se fevii days as an extremely 
skilful negotiator. Indeed, under¬ 
lined Ls probably a wprd far better 
than “stamped”, when one recalls 
that he was part of the hurly-burly 
of negotiation back, in 1977 when 
Australia persuaded the other coun- 
'ries To provide a combined Iront at 
ICC level. 

Talking with the cricket man In 
the street over here on the Mondav 
following there seemed to be a 
belief that England was only going 


through the motions of acceptance 
as a temporary measure, simply to 
help Australia out in an emergency. 
That, and what wa.s for .some reason 
termed “abnormal conditions". 

England’s TCCB apparently con.si- 
der the use of coloured clothing to 
be unusual. So to the playing of 
cricket under floodlights. And the 
use of a white ball. Plus restrictive 
field circles in limited-over games. 

Well. let’s try and take a logical 
rather than an hysteiical look at it. 
The rea.son all these things have 
been proposed is that to varying 
degrees they have been successful 
In Australia in the past two years. 

Unless I have gone- completely 
bonkers, Mr Parish would have pre¬ 
sented the programme for the com¬ 
ing season to the ICC and TCCB 
plus the West Indies board and it 
would have bi'en accepted other 
than for the announced alte-ations. 
These consist of a reduction of one- 
day night matches from 20 to IS and 
the reduciion of a be.st of five final 
to a best of three, niis, it seems on 
the basis that too much one-day 
cricket was listed for the- whole 
summer. It is only a matter of 
opinion of course but I might gently 
point out that in England the Benson 
and Hedges zonal matches quarter- 
final. .semi-final and final, the same 
style Gillette Cup format, and every 
Sunday, eight John Player league 
matches, add up to a great deal of 
one-day cricket. 

However, assuming that the ACB 
programme was eventually honed 
and polished and approved, it must 
be rorrect that the same approval 
has been given to playing the limited- 
over games under floodlights. If that 
i.s so, then the white ball will be 
used. If the white ball is used then 
coloured clothing will be worn unless 
England’s players wish to have 
trouble losing the white ball in white 
shirts, sweaters and trousers. A lot 
of “Ifs”. 

There is also a ’’but”. But, if the 
above is correct, f can visualise 
England playing in national colours 
of dark blue with a white panel. 
West Indies in a reddish brown and 
Australia in pale gold with a green 
panel in the limited-over matches. 
Not in the best matches which, if 
played in daytime, will be in tradi¬ 
tional cream. 

To me, one. of the most interesting 
iispect.s is that, never having tried it, 
the TCCB are. reported to have re¬ 
jected, out of hand, the restrictive 
field dre'es. I hope that rumour is 
incorrect. That rule w'as an out¬ 
standing success in the two summers 
of W.SC and deserves a thorough trial 
by all countries. Those cricket fol¬ 
lowers watching Channel lO’s cover¬ 
age of the World Cup from the BBC 
will have noted that captaincy inclu¬ 
ded the use, at times, of seven or 
eight men around the boundary. 
Surely the game, even the game of 
not taking wickets, i.s not meant to 


be pla,ved that way. With tfi?' res¬ 
trictive field circles, the captain has 
to think, in the dosing overs his 
bowlers have to bowl with a maxi¬ 
mum of three on the fence on the 
legside and he can also have two on 
the fence on the offside. This rule 
I 1 .- 1 .S never been used in England, so 
they have no knowledge of whether 
it i.s good or biid. 

As far as I am concerned it i.s very 
good. The next two months of 
negotiations between the ACB and 
TCCB will be fascinating. But I 
cannot see logically how it can finish 
up much diflerent from as listed 
above. 

Tony I/ewl« comments: The 
TCCB’s response was very much as 
expected with other countries to 
(omplete a giant rescue act for 
Australian cricket, setting it working 
<it last in the same direction as Mr 
Kerry Packer. 

With similar understanding. New 
Zealand, by agreeing not to hold 
England to their Christmas visit at 
the end of the year, arc linked with 
India, who consented to forgo their 
visit to Australia. 

The Board’s reference to abnormal 
playing conditions includes the circles 
which are drawn around the pitch, 
the coloured clothing and other gim¬ 
micks which were part of World 
Series Cricket. 

Peter Lush, on the Board’s behalf, 
said : “The Boat'd believes that there 
is a great deal right with the tradi¬ 
tional game, and that no abnormal 
playing conditions would be accepted 
unless there was a technical require¬ 
ment to do $ 0 .’’ 

Presumably that leaves the way 
open fur a specially designed Enflland 
Test outfit for u.se in floodlit cricket. 

Australia wanted to play five one- 
day mutches against both West Indies 
and England and a final best-of-live 
matches — u maximum of 15. The 
maxiiiiuin now, us requested by the 
Board, is 11. 

Australia have requested that the 
Ashes be put up in the three Test 
Match series, but no agreement can 
be reached at this stage. 

To ensure that there is a return to 
a full England-Australia series in 
the future, the Board may wish to 
withhold the ultimate seal of tradi¬ 
tion. But it can be argued by 
Australia that they put ^ the Ashes 
in 1975 over only four ’Tests. 

However the immediate crisis is 
resolved and every cricket lover in the 
world is left hoping that the Boards 
of Control not oply talk about re¬ 
taining their authority In cricket, but 
are actually seen to be doing some¬ 
thing about it. 

At the moment it is very much 
one-way traffic and Mr Packer is the 
policeman on point duty. 





LETTER FROM PAKISTAN 


Karachi 
to get 
astro-turf 

'THE SUBCONTINENTS FIRST 

' a&tru-turf horkey pitch will be 
laid at Pakistan's port city of 
Karachi. The project, pioneered by 
the Pakistan Hockey Federation 
President, Air Marshal Nur Khan, 
has been planned for the country's 
only hockey stadium — the Hockey 
Club of Pakistan — at a cost of Rs. 
80 lakhs. The 17-year-old cement 
terraced stadium, situated in the 
he,lit of the city, was seleaed be¬ 
cause the cast of constructing a new 
one would have been prohibitive. 
From the start, the PHF has main¬ 
tained cio.se liaison with the Inter¬ 
national Horkey Federation (FIHI, 
so lh.it international .specifications are 
met and a Fill "veto” avoided — the 
.sltii.slion that aro.se in Mo.scow after 
Fin’s octogenerian President Rene 
Frank reportedly raised objections to 
the type of surfaix* structure on the 
hockey ground for the 1980 Olympics. 

It requires just six tiionths to lay 
an artificial turf. And that is just the 
time the PHA needs to get ready 
for the PIA Champions' Trophy inter¬ 
national tourney, lliis seven-nation 
competition bullies off on January 4, 
1080. India Ls among the six coun¬ 
tries invitc^d. The others are Holland. 
West Germany, Australia, Spain and 
Great Britain. - 


Although India has played at the 
IICP stadium before, it will be rc- 
turninj^ in January with unhappy 
memories. It was here that Pakirtan 
Won (tl in an international held in 
February 1978. 


The celerity with which the PHF 
is moving suggests that the astro¬ 
turf will be ready before the tourna¬ 
ment begiii.s. If, however, there is a 
snng, the venue will be .shiftecl to 
the National Cricket Stadium. But 
the PHF chief, who told Spartsworld 
this, a .second alternative would be 
Lahore, where the inaugural Cham¬ 
pions Trophy was held. 
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Air Marshal Nur Khan told 
Sportxworld that the idea of astro 
turf first suggested itself in Perth 
riespitc ii.s brilliant showing ii 
Esanda tournament there, Pakistan’ 
weakness in converting penalty cxirn 
ers wiLs glaring. On its way ti 
winning the ten-nation tournament 
Pakistan managed to convert just oni 
in every 14 corners, and penalty corn 
ers. This, the PHF chief .laid, wa 
due to the lack of experience of bii 
players on that surface. 

All Marshal Nur Khan launchec 
his campaign fur astro-turf througl 
the iin'dia. saving that it could ^ 

diK'K'uM tn win thi 


Olympics. With President Zia-4il 
Haque issuing instructions for alloca¬ 
tion of funds the plan become viable. 
Pakistan already holds the World 
and Asian title. The astro-turf 
could help it gain a "Grand Slam” 
with the Olympic gold. 

P KTSTAN IS ALSO MAKING AN 
all-out effort to win the first 
World Junior Hockey Cup tourna¬ 
ment billed to start on August 23 at 
Paris. The 16-niember squad include.s 
four boys who have already made a 
mark in the senior side. They are cap¬ 
tain Manzoor (Jr), Samiulla's brother 
right-winger Kalimulla, who was a 
sensation in Perth, right-half Rashidul 
Hasan and iaside-right Muslitalt 
Ahmed. The youngsters, now training 
in the cool atmosphere of Pandora, 
20 miles from Islamabad, will play 
a ten-match .scries with the senior 
string, to fill the void created by the 
now-abandoned tour of India. The 
team will also plav a few mutches 
in Spain and France. 

The junior squad, which leaves 
here on August • 3, will feature 
Moinuddin and Rn/zak (goalkeepers), 
Aizal Chuudhury. Muhammad Asghar 
and Nasir Naseer {tull-bark.s), 
Rashld-ul-Hasan, Muhammad Rashid, 
Waqar Yousuf and Muhaniiiiad 
Saleem (half-backs), Kalimullah, 


Asif on 
way out? 

r E SO-CALLED SUPER-STAR 
packed Pakistan team’s 
dismal performance in the Pru-' 
dential World Cup has triggered 
a debate which is expected to last 
at least till the time the present 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
Pakistan Ad Hoc Committee 
(BCCP Ad Hoc Committee) is 
dissolved unceremoniously. 

The centre of all criticism is' 
Asif Iqbal Rizvi's handling of the 
team. Asif is being blamed for 
his poor captaincy, which cost 
Pakistan a possible place in the 
find of the competition. 

Asif Iqbal shrewdly manoeuvred 
the ouster of Mushtaq Muhum- 
med and with all the Packer 
mercenaries packed in the Pakis¬ 
tan team for the World Cup, Asif 
hoped to win the competition. He 
had never imagined that a truce 
would be signed in Australia bet¬ 
ween Kerry Packer and the Aus¬ 
tralian Cricket Board just before 
the Cup competition. This upset 
his plans because West Indies 
Included all the Packer players in 
its team and once again became 
the favourites for the title. 

The count down to dissolve th.e 
Ad Hoc Committee and di.smiss 


Manzoor (Jr), Qaiser Iqbal, Jan 
Muhammad, Sanaullah, Nasir Khan 
and Mushtaq Muhammad (forwards) 
Tario Aziz, who captained Pakistan 
to victory in the 1968 Mexico Olym¬ 
pics, will be the manager and 
Jehangir Butt, veteran of many 
internationals and a former Olympian, 
will be the coach. 

The senior string will also leave 
the country at about the same time 
— on a 22-day whirlwind tour ot 
Egypt and Holland. The 'tour of 
Egypt will be of a goodwill nature, 
but that of Holland will involve six 
tough internationals. The Pakistan 
squad will be the same as the one 
that went for the Esanda toumev. 
except that four new players will be 
named to replace the ones that will 
be playing for the junior team. 

One interesting experiment the 
PHF will try during the tour will be 
fielding young Safdar Abbas as left- 
half. Originally an outside-left, Safdar 
made an impressive debut — at 16 — 
at the second World Cup in Amster¬ 
dam. He is recognised as a brilliant 
replacement for left-winger SamiullS. 
The PHF move Ls being resented in 
some quarters, but generally, the 
approach is that of wait-and-see. 

ANISUnOIIM KHAN, Karachi 



Asif Iqbal from the captaincy is 
on. Only Government interfer¬ 
ence could award them a reprieve 
— but for bow long, one does not 
know. 

If it’s done it won’t be surpris¬ 
ing because there are exami^s 
when the Cricket Board was sum¬ 
marily dissolved because of poor 
performance of the Pakistan team. 
The present BCCP Ad Hoc 
Committee assumed office after 
the Pakistan cricket team’s tour 
of England under wicket-keeper 
Wasim Bari ended in a ffisaster. 
The Pakistan team lost two Tests 
by innings margins and the ele¬ 
ments forced the third to end in a 
draw. 


ANISUODIN KHAN 



Argentina 
vs Rest 
of World 

T hk rest of the world beat 

Argentina 2-1 in Buenos Aires 
on June 2G. and spoiled loral celebra¬ 
tions to mark the first anniversary of 
the South Atnerican's WorJd Cup 
triumph. 

The world champions seemed 
heading for victory when Maiadoiia 
put them in front with an angled 
shot which completely beat Bra/ilian 
goalkeeper I.eao. 

But the enlliuMastic crowd wei'C 
silenced when Oalvati scored an oyvn- 
goal in the 6Bth minute during a 
goalmouth scramble. 

The Rest of the WorJd took the 
lead when the Brazilian substitutes 
/ico and Toninho, combined brilliant 
ly in the 73rd minute. A pass bv 
Toninho left goalkeeper Fillol 
stranded and 2!icu pushed the ball 
into the net. 

The second half was marred bv 
some tough play. Italy’s Tardelli 
was .sent off in the 77th minute when 
he fouled Maradona. 

REST OF THE WORLD ~ Lean 
(Biazil); Kaltz (W. Germany), Cab- 
rini (Italy). Tardelli (Italy), Pezzey 
(Austria). Kroll (Holland), Causio 
(Italy), Platini (France), Rossi 
(Italy). Asensi (Spain), Bonick 
(Poland). Subs. Zico (Brazil) to." 
Platini. Toninho (Brazil) lor Cabrini 
(Italy), Konsilia (Auslralia) fo' 
Lcao. 

AKGEN'nNA — Fillol . Galvan 
Olguin, Pasareella, Tarantini, Ardiles 
Gallego, Maradona, Houseman, Lii 
qiie, Valencia. Sub ; Outes foi 
Luuc. 




Some of the Rest players (from left to right) — Pezzey and Konsilia (both from Austria), aide coach Jesus 
Pefeda of Spain, Juan Manuel Asensi (Spam) and Kaltt (West Gernumy) 
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uame sot ana maicn to ajorn aorg. oorg now oecomes me only man 
in this century to have won the Wimbledon title four times-in-a-row. 
He now leads the world 28-love. Even genius is too mild a word for 
him I 'No referee actually said that but that, in essence, is the sum of 
Bjorn (pronounced be-yorn) Borg's feat. 

Report by SYDNEY FRISKIN 


IITHETHER BJORN BORG OK 
W Sweden is the greatest teiniis 
player of all time is debatable. What 
is certain is that he is the greatest of 
our time. But after winning the 
men’s singles title at Wimbledon fur 
the fourth successive year he declared 
his avowed intention of becoming the 
greatest of any age. 

We had come to regard Boig as 
some sort of programmed automaiion, 
something you could wind up to per¬ 
fect mechanical proficiencies. But 
after his thrilled-packed victory over 
Tanner in one of the most memorable 
of all finals, he put the record 
straight. 

’He was, and still is, no more than 
an oi'dinary human being with the 
same hopes and fears as the rest of 
us. With a wry smile enlightening his 
usually impassive expression, he said; 
“I have never been so nervous as I 
was in that last game of the final set. 
I was so nervous I could hardly hold 
the racket properly. Roscoe saved 
three match point.s from love-40 when 
1 was leading 5-4. Had he taken that 
game to break back that would have 
finished me. There was no way I 
could have won the match. Now I 
want more big titles that today drain¬ 
ed me. I feel so much older.” 

One of Borg’s more compelling ob¬ 
jectives is to beat the record of Rod 
Laver, who had won 31 matches in a 
row at Wimbledon. Borg’s tally stands 
at 28. So next year’s plans seem al¬ 
ready to have been formulated. ‘T 
want to stay in the same shape fur 
five years. 1 do not know how much 1 
can improve.” 

When asked if he had a winning 
formula, Borg said that his greatest 
asset was confideiue which grew 
steadily after an uncertain start. “1 
knew before the tournament stalled 
that the earlier rounds would be the 
most difficult.” He sighed with relief 
when recalling his secend round 
match with Vijay Amrit'-aj who had 
driven him to the limit of his powers. 
It was said of Amritraj that he had 
done everything within his own 
powers, short of the Indian rope trick. 
Someone else quipped that ’even a 
cobra in a basket would have made no 
difference to Borg’. 

While still on the subject of a win¬ 
ning formula a Pressman asked Borg 
what his strategy would be if he 
played against himself. “I have no 
idea.” Borg replied. Once again, with 
a wry smile. 

Although the atmosphere on the 
final day was a lot cooler than the 


day before, ’raniiei hud iransferrcd 
the centre court into a criuible for 
Borg. Om* young lady among a ho.st 
ol Borg's suppoiteis, li.id the words 
“iceborg” in.scribed on the liont of 
her T-shiii. But that ‘iceborg’ looked 
like melting in the tliiid .set when 
Tanner served with .such ferocity and 
accurui y that Borg Ix'gan to wilt. In 
none of his previous finals did Borg 
base to conic back from two sets to 
one down. 

If Borg did not have a formula. 
Tanner did. His coaiti Dennis Halslon 
fold him to attack and to attack 
relentle.ssly. The .scene n.s 1 saw it 
was .something like a saloon bar in 
a western movie where a gunman 
walks in and says to Ins rival “this 
liUice aim big enough for both of us. 
I give YOU till sunset to get out of 
town.” 


.So, Tanner; his racket transformed 
into a six-shooter, began to blast 
Borg off the court and the crowd was 
stunned when Tanner took the first 
set on a tic-break, lie kept coming in 
on Borg’s service all the time. “He 
has a tough service. ” Tanner said. 
“Me. wins a lot of important points 
on it and you have to do something 
with it or he will nail you with the 
next.” 

Tanner had always shown that he 
was a good sportsman but now he 
had e.stablishcd himself .is a tennis 
player. This good-huiiioureil giant 
fiom Lookout Mountain, Tenne.ssce, 
pushed Borg to the very brink and 
at the end Burg dropped tj> his knees 
as if thanking heaven foe Ids deli¬ 
verance.. It wasn’t a premeditated 
gesture just a reaction of pure spon¬ 
taneous relief. 



The scenes of deep emotion that 
followed brought Wimbledon back to 
life. 

HE CHAMPAGNE HAD FALLEN 
Hill after two spiritless semi¬ 
finals and a disappointing women's 
finiil in which Martina Navratilova 
deleated Christine Lloyd formerly 
Miss Evert, in straight sets to retain 
the women’s title much to the joy of 
her mother, whom .she had not seen 
for foul years. After the men's sing¬ 
les final mure centre court drama was 
to follow. Billie Jean King at last 
achieved her cherished ambition of 
winning her 20th Wimbledon title to 
beat the previous record held for 
many years by Elizabeth Ryan. In 
partnership with Miss Navratilova, 
Mrs King won the women's doubles 
title, beating Betty Stove and Wendy 
Turnbull in three sets but the event 
was not without pathos. The 88-year- 
old Miss Ryan collapsed and died at 
Wimbledon, one day before her record 
was broken. Mrs King, said with a 
slight tremour In her voice; "When 
I heard that Elizabeth was dead my 
whole life passed before me. We 
were both from Southern California 
and I remember her coming to see 
me play when I was 13 in junior 
tournaments. I am not really happy 
right now, just more relieved. Eliza¬ 
beth was heavy on my mind out 
there. It was hard for me to play." 

There was more than a crumb of 



Ramesh Krishnem — jimiior cfinmp. 


comfort for India on the final day 
with Ramesh Krishnan winning the 
junior title. Ramesh looks very much 
like his father but there is the simi¬ 
larity. He is a quicker mover on the 
court but except when he comes in 
on the backhand, he falls short of his 
father's silken touches. Ramesh bits 


the ball much harder but his lade of 
inches, or should I say centimetres 
could prove a handicap in the hard 
school of senior tennis into which he 
hopes one day to make his mark. 
This thought struck me when he was 
playing Yannick Noah of France, in 
the first round of the men’s event. 
Noah's height and reach were impor 
tant factors in victory. As for the 
junior event, Ramesh had precious 
little to do in beating Don Siegler 
C-1, 6-2 in the final but had much 
tougher opposition in the quarter-final 
and semi-final rounds. Must of his 
matches were played under the 
watchful eye of his father, who dis¬ 
played little or no emotion when a 
point was won or lost. But that is 
typically Kishnan. Brian Testcrjmam 
of the United States who is barely 16 
looked the best in this category of 
play. 

S O ANOTHER WIMBLEDON 

tournament has been put behind 
us. Among others who left their 
mark of distinction upon it was Pat 
Dupre, who was born in Belgium but 
is now a citizen of the United States. 
The most match hardened of all com¬ 
petitors in the men's singles, he haci 
three five-.set matches and two four- 
setters. His most memorable achieve¬ 
ment was his victory over Adriano 
Panatta of Italy on a .somewhat 
noisy centre court. Put oR by the 
chanting of Panalta’s .supporters, he 
served six double faults in the first 
set, came back strongly after being 
four-love down in the second, and 
won a thrilling five-set quarter-final. 
Dupre, unfortuantety, could not sus¬ 
tain his effort against Tanner and 
lost his semi-final match in four sets. 

The big disappointment of the 
men’s singles was the performance of 
Jimmy Connors. After being cut 
down in three sets by Borg in the 
semi-finals, he left the scene within 
eight minutes of his defeat, made 
some unflattering remarks to an offi¬ 
cial and refused to meet the Press 
Miss Navratilova played so power¬ 
fully and attacked so strongly in the 
women's final that she might have 
taken a set off Borg. Only Chri.stino 
Lloyd with her superb passing shots 
seems likely to stand up to her at 
present. Tracy Austin, who is only 16 
and still attending school seems un¬ 
likely, for the time being at any rate, 
to offer much of a challenge. Al¬ 
though she belts the ball stiongly 
from the back of the court she has 
a weak service and no volley worth 
the name. 

Finally, the tle-brcak which is now 
operated at six-all instead of eight- 
ail seems, according to many critics, 
to have devalued the big tournaments 
such as Wimbledon and the United 
States Open. The object, of course, is 
to avoid a repetition of the farce 
some years ago when Charlie Pasarell 
and Pancho Gonzales took five hours, 
12 minutes to finish a match. The 
tic-break, though a great timesaver, 
detracts from ^the true merit of win¬ 
ning a set which should be by two 
clear games. Nor does it help the 
more physically fit to prove his pow¬ 
ers of endurance. 



Chris Llyod —Was no match, for Martm^a vomer vlav 






Biliie Jean 
is King 

B illie jean king of the 

United States, now 35, set a 
new record when she gained the 
doubles title with Martina Navra¬ 
tilova at Wimbtedon last night to 
pass the IS tittes acUeved & her 
fellow Califomiant Elizabeth nyan. 

Mrs King has won six singles 
titles, 10 donbles and four mixed 
doubles, compared with 12 
doubles and seven mixed titles 
gained by Miss Ryan, who col¬ 
lapsed and died at Wimbledon on 
the evening of June 6 at the age 
of 87. 

“You have to admit it’s biz¬ 
arre,’’ said Mrs King, alter she 
and Martina, the singles cham¬ 
pion, had defeated Betty Stove of 
the Netherlands and Wendy 
lurnbull of Australia 5-7, 6-3, 6-2 
in the final. 

Mrs King recaited the time 
when she was playing at tEe age 
of 13, and Miss Ryan had watdi- 
cd her. “When I heard she had 
passed away my whole life passed 
in front of me,’’ she said. “It has 
taken a lot of joy out of winning.” 

The final had a nervous ending 
but the result was not in doubt. 
Mrs King and her partner won 
eight games in succession to lead 
S-0 in the final set but Mrs King 
then lost her serve. 

Against Miss Stove’s serve, 
there were three match points, 
hut all those idtances were lost 
Then Martina decided it on hei 
serve, closing with a winning 
volley, and hugged Mrs King 
while the centre court gave a 
standing ovation. 

Miss Navratilova is Mrs King’s 
latest partner for a Wimbledon 
title — the others were Karen 
Susman, Rosemary Casals, Maria 
Bueno and Miss Stove. 

“Twenty titles la a new atonce 
but sometime someone is ^ng 
to greak iV forecast Mrs King, 
who has recovered from three 
knee operations and a foot opera¬ 
tion to maintain here remarkable 
career. 

She praised the part of doubles 
in the game and said: “Doubles 
is more creative than singles will 
ever be. There is no comparison. 
It was always important' to me 
that I could play any event welL” 
Well, she proved her skill and 
endurance yet ag^o. 
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His book 'Down the Line 

tells you the full story of Indian Tennis. 

"We've got the best talent in the 
world here in India. Finding them, coaching 
them, putting them on the international 
tennis circuit. That Is my ambition." 

His cigarette: No.10 Filter 

Uncompromising quality 
Unvarying satisfaction 

N91D 

nUER 

The taste to go steady with 



STCTUTORV WMNINC’. 


CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 















Tanner— 
glorious 
in defeat 

HENRY RAVEN 

H alf an hour after the 

niltihty fifth set crescendo of his 
lour)It successive Wimbledon title, an 
tiistoiiciil feat in itself, Bjorn Borg 
»ds happy to concede that if the 
Utes consign him to win yet more 
downs, “may be one day they 
\sill siiv you have been the greatest 
player of all time”. 

Uorg left no one on the centre 
[outi in any doubt about his current 
'talus. Fur two hours and 12 minutes 
he endured the colossal serve of 
Itnscoe Tauiier with the ball kicking 
.pid li//iiig at him nastily from the 
till I bi lore he finally probed in 
liom loi the. first time. 

Aftei all’ the torment in the capri- 
(iuLis v\ind. all the scraping and 
struggling against an inscribed 
I'auner, who reacted to the Wimble 
doll final with one of the mo.st care- 
liilly tonside.red and practically 
(Oileel peilormances of his life, 
ISorg's backhand down the line to 
(■am a servire break at the start of 
the final set was his first premium 
.shot of the match. 

It meant that Tanner, alter the 
heady delight.s of leading by one set, 
then by two sets to one, had suddenly 
to contend with the most authorita¬ 
tive player modern Wimbledon has 
known, holding the advantage in the 
home straight. Tanner was not quite 
leady fur it. But he gave his all, 
lunging and fighting and searching 
for the sneak shot that could turn 
this final his way again. 

But the abiding memory of Burg 
m this final was his ability to hold 
on to that which was so doggedly 
won. Even playing a degree below 
his best — and surely that was 
against .Timmy Connors in the semi¬ 
finals — Borg had so much commit¬ 
ment to the task that he could sense 
a victoiy 

It came In the end, by 6-7, 6-1, 
3-6. 63. 6-4. But not until the fifih 
set had taken both men to their 
limits. 

Having, shared triumph and dis¬ 
aster in their differing ways, Borg 
and the left-handed Tanner, the 
lawyer’s son trom Tennessee, were, 
at lra.st agreed on one fact — that 
the crucial point of two hours and 
49 minutes of tennis came when 
Borg, 4-3 in front, was 15-40 behind 
on bis serve in the. fifth set. 

Tanner came up to play his most 
reliable shot, a forehand down the 
line, but his desire for pin-point 
accuracy, overcame the need for the 
straigtit torward stroke and he 
clipped the ball into the tramlines. 


“Basically that one point was the 
match," said Tanner. “He was domi- 
naling it, but once it was four-all in 
the fifth, if 1 could have got there, 
it's anybody's maich," 

Burg, all cunccatration under his 
headband, novy believed it was his. 
“hi the beginning i was a little bit 
unlucky m the important points, but 
in the lourth and fifth sets 1 won all 
the important points. That made all 
the difierence.” With Tanner's major 
chance gone, there were only a few 
important points left to play. 

Tanner held his serve, leaving 
Borg at 5-4. But now Burg, with all 
the ma.ssive experience of three finals 
behind him, had to serve fur the 
match. “1 have never been so nerv¬ 
ous in niy whole life,” he said. 

UT SOMEHOW BORG DID. 
rushing to three match points, 
and unbelievable luxury, with a 
back hand down the line. It all look¬ 
ed over, game, set, match, neat and 
tidy and a call to the Wimbledon 
signwriter to bring the gold paint 
and go to the honours board and 
copy the name that occupies the 
bottom three places. 

Tanner had other ideas. "I figured 


I should keep trying, keep working 
at him, because even being down u 
break wasn't impossible. In the 
Iasi game 1 just had to swing away. 
Against Burg you ran'* pull in and 
play safe.” 

Tanner swung away, chiselling 
away match points in lapid succes¬ 
sion — a backhand down the line, 
u volley and a volley erinr from 
Bi rg- The Swede hung Ins head .ind 
said lo himself that if the set went 
to 5-5 there was no way he. would 
win and turns his dreams into 
reality. 

Borg crunched in another serve. 
A winner, and fourth match point 
A brief rally, a bad bounce to 
Tanner's backhand, and the ball 
Ilualcd out of court 

Burg sank to his knees in despei- 
ate but joyous relief. If was the 
opposite end to where he won against 
Connors last year, and it he keeps 
this up he will have knelt on every 
part of the centre court baselines. 

It was a solidly won achievement 
by the 23year-old Swede whose 
parents saw him pull oil the unique 
four in a row. No wonder his 
mother wept at the end. No wondep 



Borg could not quiet believe It all. 

And no wonder Borg paid tribute 
to Tanner, saying: "TOis was the 
most difficult of my four finals, even 
against Connors in 1977, because here 
I was always behind till the last set. 
The way Roscoe was serving — It 
was so difficult to break his serve. 
That puts more pressure on you." 

Tanner served with so much men¬ 
ace that Borg would often stand 
three-yards behind the baseline to 
try to read and cope with the dart¬ 
ing ball. Tanner produced 14 clean 
aces, against lour by Borg, and this 
show of defiance gave him the first 
set before the Swede had settled 
down and worked out what he should 
do. 


After losing the first set tie-break 
by 6-7 there was not a single break 
of serve to precede the tie-break— 
Borg prevented Tanner running 
away vdth the final with a tactical 
change, going to the net himself to 
ask more of Tanner’s ground strokes. 

The American, relaxing after the 
tension of the first set, lost the 
second set in 20 minutes. But he 
hauled himself ahead 3-0 in the third 
and siii'vived three break points in 
the seventh game, the last of them 
with an ace, and closed out the set 
with another impressive bout of 
serving that must have made Borg 
wonder whether at this Wimbledon 
he had come one matdi too far. 


B org mistimed in the wind. 

He hit the wood and he missed 
.mashes, and sometimes be looked 
otally dissatisfied. But be never 
itopped thinking and trying and with 
lis abilities as a match player in 
]uestion he came rambling back in 
he fourth set, gained with a single 
neak of serve in the fourth game. 

The fifth set said it all, the ultim- 
ite display in ' conviction by Borg 
ivhose persistence at the highest 
evel of the game is so difficult to 
.’hallenge. 

Tanner felt that be had at least 
iressed Borg enough to worry him. 
T know that 1 bothered him today 
ind that my strategy presented him 
vith a few problems. It comes down 
o one or two points. Overall 1 felt 
t was a heck of a lot better than 1 
lave done in big matches at this 
ournament. Being in the final ain’t 
ill that bad.” 


In his four years of making the 
A^imbledon final Bnrg has beaten 
Vmericans, Australians, and one 
ilayer from Chile, Holland, Italy, 
Jugoslavia, Poland, Britain, Argen- 
:ina and India. He has met all- 
:omers, all types of services, vary- 
ng stylists, and players with the 
iptimism to beat him. But he has 
aken care of the lot. 
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July 7 was Bjorn's 8,431$t day on 
>.arth. Time and Wimbledon chose 
ihat to bequeath tennis immortality. 
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F4Sr BENGAL vs MOHUN 
SAGAN 

Only us 
to blame 

AROON GHOSH 

IN roOTBALL 85 PER CENT OF 
t the goals, srored for or against, 
»nie from the gross mistakes of the 
lefenders than the good work of the 
icorers. East Bengal were deprived 
jf winning the match by one such 
mistake. Chinmoy Chalterjee, a lean 
and tremendously enthusiastic lad 
Full of enterprise, had all the time 
In the world to do anything but back 
pass to the goalkeeper from a dis* 
lance of about 45 yards. Let us take 
this sequence in detalL 

A harmless lob near the right side 
)f the mid-Reid was trapped on the 
:lH:st and brought down by Manoran- 
ian Bhattacbarya. He had enough 
Lime to make a forward pass as 
Kavier Pius could not challenge him 
lifter trapping. But instead he pushed 
the ball to Chinmoy who was facing 
the width of the ^Id. Bidesh Bose 
wa.s -Standing a few yards away and 
lid not even attempt to challenge 
him for the ball 

The golden advice in football is 
.hat you never face your own goal 
jarticularly with the hall was not 
Klhcred to by Chinmoy and instead he 
idupted the wrong method. He could 
lavc cleared the ball or Ucked It out 
mil he made a long distance back 
pass with the left foot, without see- 
ng what Bidesh was doing. The ball 
curved against the wind, away from 
itc goalkeeper and towards the right 
where Manash Bhattacbarya was 
ilanding, (as if in a banquet ball to 


celebrate his birthday on receiving 
some compliment), and he acknow¬ 
ledged it rightly. But thereafter what 
a magoificent game Chinmoy played. 
He blocked Bidesh and never allow¬ 
ed this famous winger to by-pass 
him. 

That was the sad story of Chinmoy. 
Now for a glimpse of the other side. 
Subroto Bhattacharya, the most talk¬ 
ed and celebrated defender of the 
country, had helped Sbabbir AJi in 
the litewise manner. It .was a simple 
and innocent lob which dipped a 
little because of the air pressure. 
Subroto, without going to the line of 
the ball, stretched his leg and used 
the inside of his foot to lob the ball 
over Shabbir’s bead. He missed and 
Sbabbir faced only the goalkeeper 
with, no defender challenging him 
from either side or from behind. 
Shabbir Inst bis mental balance, as 
when a very poor man is presented 
with an unexpected fortune and gets 
bewildered, and that was the story of 
another defensive lapse. 

The match, h is often said that 
Mohun Bagan-East Bengal matdi 
never becomes. a classical one and 
this match was no exception. Both 
the teams appeared in the field under 
great pressure and tension, the ten¬ 
sion being created throughout the 
week by supporters, members, offi¬ 
cials and the media. 

The last men to forment tension 
among the players arc the coaches 
of the two teams. The coaches are 
clcvorcst men in this business. They 
know that if the teams win they will 
remain there as heroes. They also 
know it very well that whatever 
tactics or strategy they teach the 
players, the latter cannot implement 
even 25 per cent of it especialLv in 
this son of a match. Therefore, they 
divulge a few selected tricks and 
('hoosc words which create added 
prcssusc and tension on the players. 
It is true that some sort of pep talk 



Aroon Ghosh—all concentration as he watches the ‘cntciaP match. 


is necessary but not dl tlK time an 
not to the extreme. 

Foi^ll is an artistic game. IVres 
tytwu individuais should be absolu 
.cly fit and extremely cool and cal 
culating to exhibit their natural an 
artistic game before -a vast crowd. I 
they are under pressure and tensi 
they will natural)^ loose their men 
lal coolness and fitness and will no 
react accordingly and will loose con 
trol of the game. 

E ast Bengal started wite 

dll the zeal, determination ant 
endeavour needed to awing the matd 
in their favour. From the kkde-oS til 
the 30th minute they had at leas 
five open goal-scoring chances, cithci 
created by themselves or because ol 
mistakes by the Mohun Bagan de 
fence, but they managed to scon 
only once. The laws of ^ games saj 
that “if you want to win a matd 
you will have to score more goali 
than your side concede.” In a garni 
like this if half goal-scoring cbancet 
cannot be converted (also remembei 
that in a matcb-likc this you get nt 
more than one or two such cbanccsi 
you cannot win. Failure to converi 
chances was East Bengal's downfa) 
in this crudal tie. 

During the first half East Benge 
tried to play some constructive foot 
ball. Tlic left flank was inoperativi 
during the earlier niaitches. But ii 
this match, particularly in the firs 
half, it functioned well. But the righ 
flank was inoperaive during the en 
tire 70 minutes. Since Surojit Sen 
gupta was marked well by Dilip Pali 
and Bidesh Bose it should have beei 
Chiiimoy's duty to back up the attaci 
from the right flank as bp used to d( 
in earlier matches. 1 also could no 
offer the freedom to Devraj to over 
lap from behind and function a: 
right (tankman. Our linkman ulayei 
extremely well, particularly m tbi 
fir.vt half, and this ,did not allow th< 
famous Mohun .Bagah pair of link 
men to take control over the garni 
and make forward passes to tfaei 
flanks and .strikers. 

Our two strikers, Shablnr All aw 
Mihir Rose played a good game, bU' 
could not combine projierly and raos 
of the timo.s they were either atom 
or too deep into their own mid-field 
Manoranjan Rhattachdrya and Satya 
jit Mitra in tile initial stage were i 
little off-colour but with the progres 
of the game they regained confideno 
ami played well. Manoranjan, parti 
culaiiy, wa.s outstanding in the dee] 
defence during the later part of tin 
game. 

The iiimous Mohun Bagan wingeri 
were inoperative during the whoh 
mati'h and only once in the first hal' 
could they manage to feed Shvan 
Tliapa with forward pass wnici 
Bhaskar Ganguly inlerccpled in time 

The second session was a dull affair 
Mohun Bagan, after getting a giftec 
goal, tried to .settle down and Gou 
lam Sarknr awl Prasun Banerjee dh 
well in the mid-field to check thi 



East Bengal forwards. But they were 
unaUe to make forward passes to 
their wingers and agrikers. 

East Bengal, in the second half, 
had two great chances to score. 
Mihir found himself within the sU 
yards from the Mohun Bagan goal 
following a beautiful forward pass 
by Shabbir and instead of taking a 
first-.tinie volley with the left foot 
allowed the ball to bounce and Pra- 
tap Ghose very thankfully collected 
the ball in the air off the bounce. 

The second one was just before 
the close of play. A brilliant and 
accurate lob Iv Cbinm^ (who had 
overlapped to tte right flank) eluded 
all the defenders and landed in the 
famous shooting boots of Subbas 
Bhowmick. Subfaas, with all the time 
in the world, failed to take a shot 
properly and instead stopped the ball 
and allowed Goutam to desperately 
stretch his leg to deflect the feeble 
ti«)al-bound shot. I don't blame Su- 
bhas for this as be took the field a 
couple of minutes before and bis 
reflexes did not work in time. 

In .the second half, East Bengal 
skipper and left linkman Prasanta 
Bancrjee was unable to back up the 
attacks as be did in the first session. 

B efore cxincluding ihe 
match analysis I must write a 
few words on why the game could 
not rise to a classic dimensions. In 
my opinion the entire blame goes to 
ihc eight forwards iff both the teams. 

Football is a game of man to man 
marking. Four forwards will be 
ligltUy marked by opponent delen¬ 
ders. it is the duty (rf the forwards 
to offer passing opportunities to mid- 
fielders or to the man who is bold¬ 
ing the ball. When ithc player is 
marked and cannot be in a position 
to get a pass from the man mtb ^e 
ball Ik will run to another position 
to give himself another chance to get 
a pass. All we want is a direct pass 
10 the foot keeping a distance ot a 
yard from the defenders. 

Our forwards’ play is Antic and 
nut mobile. When they run for a for¬ 
ward pass they either are half-hear¬ 
ted or too slw to create oonfnsion 
among the opponent’s defence. And 
even when mter-efaange positions, 
they do it too siowiy, u^eaa It has 
to DC done in too speed. And, then, 
when a player takes a short from an 
inter-changing position- or runs into 
an open space, the vacant place 
created by him is mH quickly filled in 
by other players. And also when a 
player intorcbmiges and receives a 
pass he finds himself alone and not 
supported by the colleagues. Iliis is 
not the malady of Mohun Bagan or 
Easu Bengal players alone. Ibis Iw 
been our drawb^ for decades. To 
play this type of football one needs 
tremendous stamina, ^sical fitness 
iuid allied things. But Im ns nut dis¬ 
cuss that aspect in this article. 


bad predicted lung ago, would be a 
great success in any side. They were 
Pratap Ghosh and Devraj. Pratap 
played a magnificent game under the 
bar and deprived East Bengal of a 
dear victory. This lean, a^le and 
unimpressive ^considering today's 
style and fashion) goalie was confi¬ 
dence personified and dealt with every 
situation with uncanny antidpatiun 
and great determination. He cannot 
be blamed for the goal he conceded 
as he was unsited by Subroto and 
Sfaabbir when the air-borne ball dip¬ 
ped awkwardly in the last minute. 

Devraj, the young and lean lad 
from Karnataka, was all over the 
field. He bore a tremendous work¬ 
top and his determination and posi¬ 
tional play was exceptional. The 55- 
kg buih mail goes for tackles in the 
hardest possible way, as Sudbir Kar- 
makar used to do in his heydays. I 
am very happy to see them success¬ 
ful as 1 know them from when they 
were not in big clubs and therefore, 
nut so much in the limelight. 1 am 
sure that they will do even better in 
the- future. 

My key player was Surojit Sen- 
gupta. It was presumed that be 
would be double-marked and that | 
was actually whait happened. Surojit 
could not play his usual game. A 
player ol bis class cannot be blocked 
by merely two players when be is in 
his best physical condition. 

But Surojit bad an appendix opera¬ 
tion two and a half months ago. He 
should have given at least three 
munlbs complete rest before being 
asked to do strencous physical condl 
Honing practice. But he never got 
the proper rest. During the early 
league matches our team could iioi 
functiun properly and therefore I 
torced Surojit to go all out, thus 
affecting his health. Before .this cru¬ 
cial match he fell ill. He could not 
overcome the ailment and thus fail- 
od to produce his best. Who is to bt 
blamed for his failure in this cruaal 
inat^—Surojit or the club coadi, 
that is me, who was eager to win 
every match and the league killing 
a talented player of the country tor 
the interest of the dub or for his 
own benefit? 


INTERVIEW 

Shabbir: 
We gave 


away 
the game 


r WAS AT 10 O’CLOCK IN TH 
morning on the day after tr 
East Bengal-Mohun Bagan match thi 
1 met Shabbir Ali at the hostel vvhei 
he is staying. Shabbir jnt^uwd n 
to his eldest brother, Shaban Ab w* 
had come all the way from Hydcr 
bad to see his brother playing m tt 
crucial Senior Division Uague U 
When wc sat down in the rcceptK 
room the first question J asked was 
"How was the game ?’ 

Shabbir replied: “It was gw 
and interesting and definitely f 
better than last year’s league maV: 
I feel both the teams played we 
We played better and purpose! 
footbair in the first half and g 
im/kro rkivaninfffi than MohUD OdMftS 


Why then did they fail to win tl 
match ? 

“We were unable to utilise cha 
CCS. We tried but we could n 
succeed.” 

How did he miss those two sitters? 


“First of ali I want to make it 
clear that the first one 1 kidied 
straight to Pratap Ghosh was an 
chance, but not the second one. In 
the first occasion I did not expert 
Subroto Bhattacharya to miss the 
ball. And when 1 got possession of 
the ball I thought some Mohun 
Bagan defender might come. I wan¬ 
ted to take a first-time shot to the 
far corner of the net, but the hall 
went slightly out of my control and 
that’s why my left-foot drive went 
straight to the goalkeeper. 


Before concluding 1 must thank 
players of both the teams fur beha 
ving like true sportsmen. They play¬ 
ed in the highest spirit of the game. 
Football is a game of physical con¬ 
tact and therefore fouls will be there. 
But after every dash, all players 
affectionately patted eadi other and 
apoBzised for their faults. This is 
why the spectators were calm and no 
unpleasant inddents took place. 

The 1979 Senior Division League is 
now -open to three ‘Wg’ dubs. 'There¬ 
fore (he forthcoming matdies of East 
Bengal, Mohun Bagan and Moham¬ 
medan Sporting mil be irapoitant, 
even more important than July 7 tie. 


“And about the other chance. I 
was standing loo dose to Pratap 
vriien Devraj got the ball from 
Surojit Sengupta. I never expected 
the ball to travel to me as three 
Mohun Bagan defenders and one 
colleague (probably Mihir Bose) 
were in front of me. I did not 
the hall at it came wry stafpiy 
me and rebounded off my left leg. 


Vhat about the goal be scored? 

It was a good lob from Monw 
ijan Bhattacharya. Krst, I ^ad- 
to nod the ball to one of my 
Iffgun* But seeing both Subroto 
i Praup rushing out I chan^ 


There were two outstaading play¬ 
ers in the two teams, both of whom, I 


Who is lo he Ugmed for this situa- 
tjon? Only East Bengal’s forwards. 


Contihiued on poqe 24 



ast Bengal vs Mohun Bagan Pix: Nikhii shattacharya 



hahhir AH scores for East Bengal, beating both Subrolo Bbaltorharya and Pradip Choudhury. 



hahinr mrers his face in shame as he misses a "siHer” A tussle between Gurdev (1), Monoranjan (3) and lii- 



1‘ruiap Ghosh dives and saves a thunderous shot from Vavhl Williams (nah in pic). 











avid and Manavh congratulate each other I’rahtg cDltcrls the hall before Shahbh can get to U 






Continued from page 21 
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air and nodded in with my back 
part of the head from almost shake- 
hand distance. This was the only 
time, I believe, Pratap made a slight 
error in his judgement. Otherwise he 
was superb, bringing off a couple of 
brilliant saves. He was coming out 
in time and collecting the ball well 
in the air. The save he made off 
David Williams’ power-packed drive 
was simply unique.” 

What about the goal East Bengal 
conceded? 

“1 really felt sorry for Chinmoy 
Chatterjce. He played well, making 
the ‘dangerous’ Didesh Bose almost 
inactive. But an error in decision 
spoiled all his effort. He sent a back 
pass to Bhaskar Ganguli from al¬ 
most 40 yards and the ball slowed 
down against the wind. Manash 
Bhattacharya gave a good chase 
from the right. Bhaskar hesitated to 
come out and that’s why Maiia.sh 
got the ball. Satyajit Mitra tried his 
best but could not manage to stop 
the ball from entering the . goal. 
True, Chinmoy was responsible for 
the goal, still 1 feel the other defen¬ 
ders were not in their positions and 
should have covered the goal in 
time. Of course, Manash showed 
tremendous opportunism.” 

Whom would he name as the 
‘man of the match’? 

“Definitely our right stopper-back 
Monoranjan Bhattacharya. His anti¬ 
cipation throughout the match was 
good and at least on three occasions 
he coolly tackled difficult situations. 
His heading and distribution were 
both superb. And you have seen 
how he headed out Bidesh’s pile- 
driver from a close distance.” 

“Devraj also played well, working 
hard to help both forwards and 
defenders. I also liked the perfor¬ 
mance of Chinmoy, Satyajit and 
David. Of the Mohun Bagan players, 
Pratap was definitely outstanding. 
Gautam Sarkar also played well in 
the second half.” 

Was he satisfied with bis perfo^ 
mance? 

‘Tt is you reporters and critics 
who will judge that. But more or 
less I was happy with my perfor¬ 
mance. I reMatedly beat Subroto 
and Pradip dowdbury In the air, 
but unfortunately on a number of 
occasions found none of my collea¬ 
gues to capitalise on the headers. I 
was also happy to score a goal 
agaimst Mohun Bagan — a feat 1 
did fur the first time in Calcutta 
while wearing an East Bengal jersy. 
I had netted two goals against 
Mohun Bagan in the Rovers Cup 
.semi-final, but then I u.scd to play 
tor a Bonioay outfit — Tata Sports 
Club.” 
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INTERVIEW 

Subroto: 
Give me 
ten mts. 

I MET SUBROTO BHAITA- 
charya at his residence. Dressed 
in a lungi and vest, he was relaxed 
and was chatting with a few friends 
when I entered. He told me to .sit 
down and very candidly answered 
the questions I put forward. 

Was he happy with the result of 
the match ? 

“1 will nut say I'm happy, because 
we had gone, through a lot of pre¬ 
parations, just for this match. For 
me it was a bod mutch in the begin¬ 
ning. You .see, 1 always take a 
Moliun Bagan-Easi Bengal match as 
a prestige issue tor, after ail, these 
arc the top teams in Bengal I’ve 
been playing lor Mohun Bagan .since 
1974, we’ve lost many matches, won 
several and I dont wan’i to lose any 
more. Till Iasi year, 1 had senior 
players like Hal^b above me, but 
this year I was the scniormosl player 
and I had helped a lot in getting 
the boys into the right spirit. So 
you can understand, why I’m not 
happy with our performance.” 

How was ihc overall game ? 

‘in the first half, with the wind 
in their favour. East Bengal played 
really well, but after we got that 
goal, we started playing well and in 
the second half we dominated the 
pruccedings. Overall the game was 
better than last year.” 

Did his injury have an affect on 
his game? 

"When I entered the field, 1 com¬ 
pletely forgot about the injury, which 
you can see is very serious (saying 
which, he showed me the wound, 
which was just below knee. The 
wound was still bandaged and blood 
marks, could be seen). Even if my 
leg is broken and I’m asked to play 
a Mohun Bagan-East Bengal matdi. 
I’ll get on to the field. But you see, 
for the first 10 minutes in this dash, 
I simply can’t play well—perhaps be¬ 
cause I get so tense before the 
match. During this period, 1 want 
support from my colleagues, but un¬ 
fortunately for mu. East Bragal 
played well and were all over us at 
the crucial time.” 

What about the chance be created 
fur Sbabbir All right in Ihc beginn¬ 
ing? 

"'riial was within the 10 minutes 
1 talked about, wasn’t it? Well, 
what happcnc-d was that I was -con- 
tklent mat I’d get the ball, and 


backpass it to Pratap Gbosh. Bui 
the wind, wbidi was blowing at \ 
Ircnrcndous speed, fooled me and i 
misjudged the speed of the ball am 
Shabbir got the easiest of dtaoccs." 

And about tbe goal? 

‘Yes, 1 am responsible. The iu| 
cumc from a distance and I was cog 
lidcot that I’U be able to head it, bu 
the wind again dedeved me and be 
fore I cQura realise Shabbir bad go 
bis head to the ball and it was g 
the net. If Pratap Ghosh had kf 
his charge,' he evuid have got i| 
Bui don’t for ene minute think I’n 
blaming Pratap, who really played ; 
wonderful game. It was my mi; 
take.” 

What about Manasb’s goal? 

"That was a very good bit o 
opportunism and helped us get bad 
into the game. We went out 1-1 3 
the interval and J was sure that ii 
the second half wc would be abl 
to score one or . two goals. 1 
really lifted our spirits along ,wii 
|hu guidance our coach gave us dm 
ing Ihc interval and when wc eolei 
cd the ground in tbe sccond-hal 
wc all played well and tried ou 
b.''st.” 

He had completely neuU’aliie 
Shabbir's ‘head’ last, but this year 
was Shabbir all the way. Or wasn 
it ? 

“I don’t agree with you. Yc.«!, i 
the first-half, it was Shabbir. but I 
the second-half he was nowhere. 1 
far as heading duels with me wei 
concerned. In the first-half, tl 
wind was in his favour, a factor : 
ways to the advantage of a forwai 
fur he only has to touch the bt 
somehow. But a defender cannot ( 
that; he has to head in such a nia 
ncr that the ball travels in the dire 
lion he wants it to. It is extreme 
difficult for a defender with the wii 
agaiust him. But after the inter\i 
with ihc wind in my favour, I d 
nui give him much of a chance." 

For the first time since 1971, in 
Mohun Bugan-East Bengal mate 
Mohun Bagan equalised after cu 
cceding a goal. Any comment? 

"After the initial set4[>ack, v 
conceded a goal and all the your 
players of the side became nervoi 
and we seniors realised that som 
thing must be done. I decided 
had tn get back into the game at 
I succeeded, for I thought if I faik 
the whole match will turn Into 
hopeless affair. I’m glad the wb<> 
team played with, courage and u.« 
thi-ir heads, specially Manash, w1 
got that goal for us." 

Who did he think were the bet 
players of the two sides? 

“I don’t want to say who play 
the best. Wc all played well as 
so did the East Bengal players” 


SARAJIT DEB 



n/lOHUN BAGAN vs CAST 

sengal 

I expect¬ 
ed us to 
do better 

i 

^ K. BANERJEE 

j \\\S NOT AT all happy WITH 
I the performance of my team. 
[;an'.iderinc the amount of prepara- 
lion they had gone through, they 
Ibuuld have played much better 

I 

We were lucky to win the tass. 
bill we chose the side against the 
wind, thus losing both the advanta- 
p's -that of playing with the wind 
lOil of kicking off. If we had the 
ci'iitre’, we could have attacked 
[rum •the word ‘go’, before the oppo- 
gciit.s had time to settle down. East 
peiigal made full use of both the 
jnnil and the centre to unsettle my 
je<uii. The wind was quite powerful 
[about 10 to 15 mph) and, with Gur- 
ji-i Singh’s 70 yard clearances, they 
brri' always at an advantage. We did 
jiiUdte a counter-attack, but in vain. 

I Ihus, the Mohan Bagan defence 
k'd.s caught in a trap straightaway, 
tvrn before we conceded the goal 
n the 17th minute, we had made 
lie way for two others. If we had 
Kill three down by the 17th minute, 
n one would have been surprised. 



Mohun Bagan coach P. K. Banerjee congratulates East Bengal stopper 
Manoranjan Bhatlacharya after the match 


The grossest mistake was that of 
ndij’s best defender and stopper, 
bbiuto Bhattacharya. who appeared 
u lie confused. Take the first ‘^sitter’* 
liai he presented to Shabbir Ali. 
Vlicii the ball came through, be 
ui>!d have volleyed the ball, back- 
assed or drop-kicked Maybe be was 
vriT-onfident. Whatever it was, he 
lissed the flight of the ball, which 
cited with the wind. Shabbir was 
Krc and had all the time in the 
I'U'ld to capitalise on that golden 
[laiice, but he hastily hit straight 
J Pratap Ghosh. A few minutes 
Ilf I, Devraj back-centred the ball, 
luding Dilip Palit. Again, Subroto 
issud and all Mihir Bose and Shab- 
f had to do was push the ball Into 
If goal, which they failed to do. 

After these two lapses, the whole 
idin became jittery, and East Ben- 
got what they wanted at the third 
'hiiipt. A long clearance by Mono- 
■■luin Bhattacharya, floated across 
If field and everyone expected Sub- 
>i<> to head the ball. Even Pratap, 
" once, did not try to gather the 
‘II and stood on the goal-line. .Sha- 
“r was 15 yards awa.v. but he fol- 
the ball and jumped—to the 
‘"iiishment of Subroto. The ball hit 
head and shoulders to enter the 


net. Pratap was standing so close 
that his reflexes did not work. Ex¬ 
cept for this mistake, Pratap played 
a wonderful game in his first appea¬ 
rance in a Mohun Bagan-East Bengal 
clash. 

S HYAMAL BANERJEE PULLED 
a muscle and Compton Dutta 
replaced him, but before he could 
settle down, David Williams beat 
him and Pradip Choudhury (who 
did not know whether to tackle or 
not) with a brilliant outside dodge 
and sent a thunderous shot towards 
the helpless Pratap. But Pratap sav¬ 
ed it equally well. It was the best 
save of the day and made him the 
hero of the match. 

When the game was about ,33 
minutes old. Chinmoy Chatterjee 
back-passed the ball to custodian 
Bhaskar Ganguli, from about 40 
yards, but Manash Bhattacharya— 
one of the nippiest forwards—^was 
waiting and he darted towards the 
ball, beat the onrushing Bhaskar and 
placed the ball in the open net to 
bring the game to a level. 

Throughout the second half, with 
the wind in their favour, Mohun 
Bagan attacked. But the strikers 
could not penetrate deep to unsettle 


the East Bengal defence, except on 
two occasions, once when Gautam 
Sarkar took a long shot which Bhas¬ 
kar saved and then the time when 
Bhaskar gathered the ball from the 
feet of Shyam Thapa, 


I had told Bidesh Bose to fall 
back and tackle Surojit Sengupta, 
because I knew Bidesh’s speed and 
his hustling tactics will not allow 
Surojit to play his normal game. I 
had thought that with Bidesh falling 
back, Chmmoy was bound to come 
up to over-lap and that would create 
an open space at the right-back posi¬ 
tion. If Bidesh then lobbed the bail 
in that open pace, Xavier >ym>ld 
utilise the open ground. Monoranjan 
would then have been bound to come 
to the right-back position, and Gur- 
dev to the right-stopper position 
(created by Monoranjan) and Satya- 
iit Mitra to the left-stopper position 
(created by Gurdev) and during this 
time, Manash or Shyam could utilise 
the gap in the laft-back position to 
score, Though Bidesh was successful 
in bottling up Surojit, he could not 
execute ihe .second part of the plan. 
Xavier also failed in making use of 
that open space. But one must not 
forget that planning and oxncution 
are two different things altogether. 
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East 

Bengal 

moral 

victors 

ARIJIT SEN 

1 >HE ASTROLOGER WHO PRE- 
dictcd favourable condiliona fur 
Mohun Bagan didn’t know just bow 
right he was. If it hand't been for 
a massive dose of luck, Mohun Bagan 
should have been behten by three 
goals vvhen they met East Bengal 
in their most a'ucial league tie on 
July 7. But the match ended in a 
draw, which only reinforced the wild 
rumour that had spread in Calcutta 
at least two days before the match 
that the entire Government machi¬ 
nery had got together to force the 
teams to share pomts. This, as the 
rumour had it, was the only solu¬ 
tion that had been found to contain 
the lawlessness that had threatened 
disruption of the Calcutta Football 
Of course, one can’t give credence 
to this view. It is not conoeivahle 
that the 'Big Two’ would agree to 
such an arrangement especially this 
year, when a lot of money had been 
invested by both sides to ensure 
victory in the league. 

This is one match where football 
skills take second place to psychologi¬ 
cal ’health’. A httle miscalculation 
here or a small error there can 
change the entire complexion of the 
game. This Is just what happened 
—and in the fourth minute of play. 
An over-confident Subrota Bhatta- 
charjee stretched his leg to an inno¬ 
cuous lob by Manoranjan Bhatta- 
charjee, missed and presented Shah- 
bir All with a gift. But Shabbir 
spumed It, hitting straight to custo¬ 
dian Pratap Ghosh. This reminded 
one of a similar inddenl two years 
ago when Habib, playing for Mohun 
Bagan, got a similar opportunity but 
shot straight to custodian Bhaskar 
Ganguly. But Mohun Bagan went 
on to lose that match by two goals. 

Here. East Bengal seemed-to gain 
strength from the opposition’s lapse 
and applied almost continuous pres¬ 
sure. Mohun Bagan. on the other 
hand, never recovered from that 
traumatic experience. Barring one 
move which should have culminated 
in Shyam Thapa nodding the ball In, 
instead of fruitlessly bicycling m 
the air in a bid to emulate last 
year’s classic back-volley, Mohun 
Bagan were nowhere in the picture 
in the first twenty minutes of play. 
Uuring this period. East Bengal 
should have been at least three goals 
up. 

Instead, they scored just once and 
that, too. against the run of play. 


A high lob by Manoranjan Bhatta- 
charjee bounced just outside the 
penalty area and both Shabbir Alt 
and Subroto Bhattacharjee went for 
tte bail. It struck the back of Shal> 
bir’s head, bounced in front of a 

S etrified Pratap Ghosh and went in. 
ne of the two chances that were 
missed also featured Shabbir, who 
couldn’t turn towards the Mohun 
Bagan goal in time to push a mea¬ 
sured Devraj ceo^e. Another low, 
powerful shot by left flankman 
David Williams was brilliantly saved 
by Pratap. 

Then, two minutes from half-time, 
Cbinmoy Chatterjee faced Bidesh 
Bose. Rather than having to dribble 
past him, he passed the ball back 
to his goalkeeper. It was a slow 
return. Cutting in sharply from the 
Tight, Manash Bhattacharjee got 
possession of the ball and, with one 
flick, beat the advancing custodian. 
He went two paces and, just as 
Satyajit Mitra came up, be pushed 
the ball into the goal. 


of passes for the flanknien. In this 
he was aided by both Prasanto Banei- 
jee and withdrawn-forward Mihlr 
Bose. 

While Surajit Sengupta was effeo 
lively bottled by Dilip Palit and win¬ 
ger Bidesh Bose, both Shabbir Alt 
and David Williams had large 
stretches of no-inan's land to play 
on. Mohun Bagan made the mistake 
of not keeping a good watdi on 
David, a matter made worse by 
Shyamal Banerjee’s exit early in the 
game with an injury. In the first ses¬ 
sion, Shabbir won every heading duel 
with Suhrata Bhattacharjee. 

But with the change of ends came 
the aid of the crusswind for Mohun 
Bagan. And this time, Suhrata 
never lost out to Shabbir, But 
man in the deep defence was Pradip 
Choudhury — unpretentious but 
effective. Mohun Bagan’s medios 
were totally off colour in the first 
session and it was only in the second 
that Gautam Sarkar retrieved some 
of his self-confioence. 



Subroto Bhattoeharjee tackles M9ttr Bose 


This goal served as a tonic to 
Mohun Bagan and, in the second 
session, they held sway for almost 
30 of the 35 minutes of play. But, 
during this entire period, they did 
not come up with one positive scor¬ 
ing diance. 


E AST BENGAL WERE CLEARLY 
the better side. This was made 
possible because the defence, nor¬ 
mally brittle, stood up to the strains 
admirably. Although there was an 
element of ‘destructive' football in 
that they made hefty clearances at 
the slightest hint of danger, these 
tactics are sometimes necessary. 
The two wingbacks, Chinmoy Chat- 
terjee and Satyajit Miitra, excelled 
themselves, while Manoranjan was 
outstanding. But the player who 
really maoe the game for East Ben- 

{ al was linkman Devraj. Falling 
ack often, he utilised every oppor¬ 
tunity to initiate an attack from bis 
own half, keeping a constant supply 


After this match, the ageing 
Shy^ Thapa should call it a day. 
Xavier Pius was a wash-out and 
should have been replaced even ear¬ 
lier by Ranjlt Mukherjee althou^ 
the latter and his counterpart in 
this respect in East Bengal, Subhas 
Bhowmik (who came In for Surajit) 
did not do much. Bidesh Bose poced 
no problems for East Bengal, though 
what would have happened if Mana^ 
Bhattacharjee had been ‘fed’ with 
passes is anybody’s guess. 

Losing a point each means 
Mohammedan Sporting have come 
back into the picture, just one point 
behind the league leaders. If Mohun 
Bagan win their encounter with 
Mohammedan S.C. on July 21, the 
pre.ssure will be on East Bengal. And 
the latter have only their forwards 
to blame for such a situation, be¬ 
cause the moral victoiy over Mohun 
Bagan on July 7 should actually have 
been a legal one—and quite comfort¬ 
ably, at that 


Oevi Prasad 



P IE DAY BEFORE THE 
'’crucial' match was play¬ 
ed. as was expected, excite¬ 
ment had reached sky-high 
in both the Mohun Hagan 
and East Bengal camps. The 
teams practised vigorously 
on July 6 morning and after 
that, “theoriticals” were 
held, to issue last minute 
instructions to the players, 
by the coaches of the two 
teams. Judging by the time, 
the Mohun Hagan players 
received more 'lessons’, as 
their class lasted more than 
an hour, but was it purely 
coincidental that those ‘class¬ 
es* were held at about the 
same time in the rival camp? 

Prasanta Banerjee, East 
Bengal’s captain, said: “Both 
the sides are more or less 
balanced and it is but natur¬ 
al that right from the kick¬ 
off, both would go all-out to 
win, as the stakes arc very 
high.” 

After the East Bengal 
pr^ptlcer session, Surojlt Seii- 
gupta and> Chinmoy Chater- 
Jee were giving practice to 
custodian Bhaskar Ganguli 
on the small lawn adjacent 
to the tent. All the players 
were relaxed and even the 
coach, who usually chain¬ 
smokes during a match, did 
not have a trace of tension 
when he came out to meet 
the Press. “1 hope my play¬ 
ers will be able to deliver 
the goods. Though the match 
has its tensions, the players 
are used to the conditions.” 

MOHUN BAGAN START- 
ed the practice rather late. 
Barring Sudhjr Karmakar, all 
;he players were present, in- 
:luding the new recruit 
Hohdn Bahadur Chettri. But 
I few of their , players, 
’ratap Ghosh, Subroto Bhat< 


Maidan musings 


Before & after the 
match 


taebarjee, Bidesh Bose, 
Xavier Pius and substitute 
goal-keeper Santosh Bose, 
were on the casualty list But 
as an official of the club 
said jokingly: “Well! Foot¬ 
ball players cannot be fully 
fit. It should not be expected 
of them." Among them, the 
worst was that of Subroto, 
whose left leg had an inch- 
deep hole “bored” by a stud 
from a boot 

After the Tollygunge 
match, Subroto had entered 
the tent and had told the 
players that he was feeling 
something on his leg, and 
when he opened his stocking, 
he found to his dismay that 
it was a deep wound. He 
bled profusely that day and 
was given tetanus toxide 
only the next morning. 

As soon as the practine 
finished, ‘P. K.’ told the boys 
in a very stern voice: 
“Straight to the class. No 
loitering about.” Veteran In¬ 
ternational Sailen Manna 
was invited into the 'class 
room’, probably as an 
’expert*. 

BY THE TIME THE 
classes were dissolved, more 
or less all the fans had gath¬ 
ered around the tent to catch 
a glimpse of their favourites 
had vanished. Coach P. K. 
requested the Press to wait 
for a minute and then came 


out. “There will be a lot of 
if*s and hut's, if I say any¬ 
thing about the match. This 
match is such that a small 
incident can go a long way 
In determining the outcome.*’ 

Dilip Palit, the captain of 
the-team, was sitting in one 
oC the rooms and getting his 
legs massaged. Also present 
in the room was Prasun 
Banerjee. Dilip was very 
candid about the whole 
thing: “This match is bound 
to create tension, but it's 
nothing special to me Just 
because I'm the captain. I 
know if the team wins I’ll 
be as bappy as when we won 
and I was not the captain. 
And if we lose, the crowd 
might make mo their target 
but that is part of the game. 
Isn't It? Well, there will be 
po delaying this time at the 
time of entry. If ’they’ don’t 
want to enter first, we’ll go 
in.” Some one asked him 
about the behaviour of the 
players (of the big teams) 
that sometimes instigate the 
supporters, "We don't do 
this intentionally. Some¬ 
times we challenge the deci¬ 
sion of the referee but we 
realise our mistakes and say 
‘sorry*, but the spectators 
don't realise this and go on 
doing things which best 
should be. forgotten about.” 
Prasun added: “When we 
■tart frying football, we 
are told not to indulge In 


this sort of thing, but | 
the heat of the moment son 
of our actions are taken 
the wrong lights." 

A journalist asked: "Wli 
Prasun. are you tense?" P 
rame the reply: “Prasi 
Banerjee Is never heated u 
He was standing on tl 
mound when hi* team lo 
by five goals and was al< 
present when Mohun Bags 
won the triple crown. Up i 
now, my Mohun Bagan-Ea 
Bengal score is a draw - 
this match will decide f( 
the time being, whether T 
lose or win." 

r E DAY OF TH 
match, Pradip Banerji 
turned up at a Kali temple 1 
seek divine help from tl 
'Almighty'. He came alor 
with his wife, who went ii 
side the temple and offere 
puja, while P. K. was waitic 
outside with his ' youn 
daughter. Also present . a 
the same time were som 
Mohun Bagan supporter 
who had come with a clu 
flag. They even offered 
goat to the Goddess as a sai 
rifidal offering. One amon 
them came out and touche 
Vermillion on the forehea 
of their ’Pradipda’ and offei 
ed ‘sacred water’ to hin 
When P. K. went away, ther 
was a loud cheering “Lon 
live Mohun Bagan!” 

TAILPIECE: The follov 
ing conversation was ove 
heard inside' the East Benge 
tent a few days before th 
‘big match*. A voice: “Tb 
last time Jyoti Babu (Jyol 
Basu) was out of the cout 
try during the ‘big match 
we won.” Another voice 
"He isn’t coming back, i 
he?" 










jsh on the ground after scoring the eQualwer while Shyam rushes tn to congratulate him “Only when l 
d the cheers I realised that I had scored". 


TER THE MATCH. IN 
the Mohun Uagein tent, 
'•lY one congratuldled Ma- 
i»li Bhattacharya tor bis 
illidiit goal. He touched hi.s 
Mch’s feel and .said: "ibis 
as uiy first goal in a 
iiliun Bagan-East Bengal 
atcli, so 1 am very happy, 
me people .say that I can’t 
ay in a big match, I hope 
have been able to prove 
herwise. In the Durand 
jal, 1 got a similar chance 
hen we were one goal 
>wn, and at that time if 1 
[d been able to score, the 
hole, complexion might 
>ve changed. If I had not 
•! that goal today, God 
lows what would have 
[Ppened. When Chinmov 
hatterjee had the ball, he 
W two alternatives, either 
I back-pass or to offer the 
111 to Bidesh Bose, but I 
Nd that he will back-pas.i 
f he and Bhaskar Ganguli 
by this backpass often. 1 
Jlowcd the ball, and when 
Mskar saw me coming, ho 
•sitated for a fraction. If 
' had not done so and had 
JPe with same speed with 
'ich he came out of his 
I would not have got 
p ball. The moment I got 

f ithe ball, 1 did not lake a 
Ire of dodging past 
l'•ljit Mitra, but placed 
ball throu."h his legs. 


After that, 1 don’.t know 
what happened—only when 
I heard the cheers I realised 
that I had scored.” 

Dilip Palit, the captain of 
the team was highly excited 
about the match: “There 
were two challenges in front 
of me—of getting into the 
team and justifying the say¬ 
ing that Surojit Sengupta is 
not able to play if I am 
there. Surojit and myself are 
very good friends. We play¬ 
ed together in the junior 
India side. He is the glory 
ot Bengal and of India, a 
very good player, but today 
he failed again. But, what I 
don’t understand is why he 
was pulled out in favour of 
Subash Bhowmik.” 

Pratap Ghosh, who was 
laying a ‘big’ game for the 
rst time and who gave a 
wonderful display, said: “I 
could have played better. 
The goal was partly my mis¬ 
take, I should have come 
out of my charge and collec¬ 
ted the ball. But then, you 
were in a better position to 
say how I played.” 

E ast Bengal coach 

Artin Ghosh specifically 
instructed his players to 
take the field by 4-10 p.m. 
It was 15-58 in the electron¬ 
ic '.catch at the ground when 


East Bengal entered the 
Mohun Eagan Club premises. 
First to come was Gurdev 
Singh, followed by David 
Williams, Bhaskar Ganguli, 
Satyajit Mitra, Shabbir Ali 
and at the end coach Arun 
Ghosh. The latter gave his 
final instructions and Pra- 
santo Banerjee led his side 
into the ground at exactly 
4-10 p.m. Mohun Bagan 
followed them immediately. 
And. the kick-off took place 
at .scheduled time—4-15 p.m. 
—something that has never 
happened in recent memory. 

East Bengal’s players were 
naturally upset by the re¬ 
sult. Chinmoy Chatterjee, 
who was responsible for his 
side conceding the goal, 
started shedding tears im¬ 
mediately after he entered 
the dressing room. He was 
sitting in the far corner of 
a bench where his bosom 
friend Bhaskar Ganguli and 
some other people were try¬ 
ing to console him. Bhaskar 
told Chinmoy. “True you 
were responsible for the 
goal. But so what? You play¬ 
ed superbly today and did 
not allow Bidesh, India’s no. 
1 left-winger, to initiate a 
single move.” 

But Chinmoy was not to be 
consoled so easily. When I 
approached him the first 
thing he said was: “I will 


give up playing football. 
There is no excuse for a play¬ 
er like me to do such a mis¬ 
take." After a pause, he 
added: “Mv luck is betray¬ 
ing me. T don’t know what 
I will do now.” 

Skipper Prasanto Banee- 
Jee, Satyajit Mitra, Manoran- 
jan Bhattacharya and others 
were sitting quietly. Shabbir 
Ali looked most relaxed, 
finalising an appointment 
with TV men. He said: 
“When I missed that sitter 
I thought 1 would not get 
any goal today. I am happy 
to score my maiden 'goal 
against Mohun Bagan In 
Calcutta.” Shabblr’s_ eldest 
brother Shaban Ali had 
come all the way from 
Hyderabad to see his 
brother's game. It was 
after three years that 
he saw Shabbir in action. 
“How did you like your 
brother’s game”. I asked 
him. “It was allright", he 
replied. 

Arun Ghosh was tfving 
an interview to the All-indla 
Radio. I waited* a minute 
for him and then asked: 
“Arunda you too look up¬ 
set”. “You have seen how 
my forwards nii$.sed chances. 
But I am certain we will 
definitely win in our next 
meeting,” Arun Ghosh said 
in a confident voice. 







IF A LEAGUE 

Still 

tough for 
Big Three 

T'HE CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 
A League is one of the toughest 
competitions one can find an^here. 
The prolonged battle for honours 
on the one hand and survival on the 
other takes a great toll on the 
strength and stamina of the play* 
ers. Thb protracted struggle calls 
for special planning by the coaches. 
As part of this, the ‘big* clubs use 
the last matches before they face 
each other to try out specific plans 
and approaches. 

But both East Bengal and Mobun 
Bagan ran into difficulties in their 
final warm-up before the clash on 
July 7. while East Bengal manafted 
to net the matcb'Winner against 
Howrah Union just six minutes be¬ 
fore close, Monun Bagan had to 
fight every inch for their 2-0 victory 
over Tollygunge Agragami. Both 
team.s did not play vital forwards— 
Surajit Scngupta of East Bengal and 
Xavier Pius of Mohun Bagan — be¬ 
cause both were down with fever. 
While this made a great difference 
to the former, the latter found the 
going not too cluttered up by the 
absence. But neither side managed 
to experiment much because the 
contests were so close. 

IVfohun Bagan: In their last 
match before playing East Bengal, 
Moiiun Bagan cros.sed a stiff hurdle. 


Tollygunge Agragami, scoring two 
goals through Manash Bhattacharjec 
and Ranjit Mukheriee. With just two 
days left for the “big” game, it was 
expected that there would be a lot 
of tension in the match. With the 
Bagan boys trying to avoid injuries 
and the Agragami players more 
interested in going for the man, thj; 
game tended to be rough. 

Mohun Bagan started shakily, 
mis.sing a few sitters in the opening 
minutes. Hardly 10 minutes passed 
when Tapan Das made way for Ranjit 
Mukherjec and it made a difference 
in the whole approach of the team. 
With Shyam Thapa more interested 
in sharpening his “back-volleys” for 
the “big” match, all the centres sent 
in by the wingers, Bidesh Bo^ and 
Manash, were wa.sted. But in the 
21 ith minute of the game, it was 
Shyam and Ranjit who made the way 
fur Manash to score the first goal 
for his ifcide. Aflei this, however, 
the game was played at a very slow 
pace, the players of both the team 
interested only in getting revenge. 
With four minutes before full time, 
Ranjit put the finishing touch to a 
Bidesh centre to make the issue safe 
for Mohun Bagan. 

Coach P. K. Banerjee seemed not 
too dissatisfied with his team'.s 

performance. “The first half was 
good. We created at least five to 
six chances that can be termed 

positive. Shyam, Tapan and Ranjit 
missed easy chances. My wing for- 
word,s played well and made a few 
good centres. Tollygunge played 

with two swceper-backs, Sankar 

Banerjee and Uttam Gho.sh, and four 
defenders, .so it was natural that the 
forwards would find it difficult to 
move about freely. The Tollygunge 
hoys played rougli and, witli just two 
days left for the East Bengal match, 
there was nothing unusual in my 
forwards not going all out." 

It v/ould be unfair to the veteran 



Sankar Banerjee, the coach and the 
main defender of Tollygunge, if j 
note is not added about him. Hi- 
was undoubtedly the best playi.i 
from the.Tollygunge side. When all 
the younger players had lost their 
“cool" and tended to play rough, ho 
was a model of gentlemanliness. It 
.should also be said that Pradip Dutta, 
it near veteran, was in some wav 
responsible for instigating the spec¬ 
tators, by repeatedly clapping at the 
referee’s dedsion, but he got awav 
with it due mainly to the “softness" 
of the man with the whistle. 


East Bengal: As soon as David 
Williams scored the second goal for 
bis side to give East Bengal a 2-1 
lead, about a hundred supporters 
entered the ground to congratulate 
their heroes. Invading grounds 
after favourite teams score goals Is 
a feature of Calcutta football these 
days. But so many spectators toge¬ 
ther have not been seen before. The 
inddent highlighted the extent of 
tension among East Bengal fans and 
how uncertain they were of the 
team’s victory in the match agaimst 
Howrah Union. 

Though the home team shot into 
lead through striker Manjit Singh 
quite -early, it was short-lived. East 
Bengal conceded a ’silly* goal. 
Howrah Union’s Subroto Chatlerjoe 
sent a through pass and both Mono- 
ranjao Bhattacharya and Kannan 
went for the ball. Bhaskar Canguli 
also came out leaving the goal empty. 
All of them mi.ssed the ball which 
rolled into the goal. 

East Bengal coach Arun Gho.sh 
feels Bhaskar Ganguli, mainly, and 
the other backs, partially, were res¬ 
ponsible for conceding the goal. He 
said ; “Bhaskar saw Monoranjan 
wasi guarding the player. There was 
no necessity for him to charge out. 
And while they saw Bha.skar come 
out of the goal Cbinmoy, Sbyamal 
or Satyajit should have c-avered the 
goal.” 

2 

5 But why did East Bengal have to 
- wait for 65 minutes to settle the Is- 
? sue in their favour, I asked Arun 
I Ghosh. The East Bengal coach re- 
n plied : “I should not say that my 
“ team played badly because we were 
o. without a couple of key players. We 
have a number of talented players 
in the side. But after conceding 
the goal, the whole team got tensed. 
The absence of Surojit Sengupta 
restricted the moves through the 
flanks to the minimum. There was 
also a tendency among the pla.vers 
to initiate moves through the mid¬ 
dle and we failed to get goals.” 

“Prasanta Banerjee was not fullv 
fit. Though I kept him in the re¬ 
serves’ list, he was not even dressed. 
But he was forced to take the field. 
Kajal Chatterjee, switching over to 
the left flank, presented a good cen¬ 
tre and William.s made no mistake. 
Wil1iam.s' second goal was a gem.' 
said Arun Ghosh. 

APb ugh ’’i'"/rah Union, lost 1-3. 



SPOT PROFILE 

Mohan 
Chhetri: 
Confident'^^ 

VfEPALESE BY ORIGIN, 

•1^ Mohan Bahadur Chettri (24) ‘ 

hails from Burma where, be was 
born. Even his parents have been 
in Burma for most of their lives. 

He came to Calcutta on July 3, 
just before the crucial Mohun 
Bagan-East Bengal clash and 
raised a lot of expectations from 
Mohun Bagan’s supporters who- 
thronged the ground the day he 
made his first appearance on the 
Calcutta maidan. 

Usually, there is a small crowd 
that turn up to watch the team’s 
practice, but on July 5, the day 
Mohan started “feeling” the ball 
on Indian .soil, there was a differ¬ 
ent story. He was present on the 
ground on the previous day, when 
Mohun Bagan played Toliygunge 
Agragami and was quite astonish¬ 
ed when the crowd invaded the 
ground : “In Burma, spectators 
are not allowed to enter the 
ground. I became a bit nervous 
over this whole affair.” 



Mohan, a former resident of 
Shaan state (Burma) has a soft 
corner for Indians, but, “there is 
a tremendous anti-India feeling 


across the border. In days gone 
by there were a good percentage 
of Indians in Shaan, but slowly 
this has gone down, giving rise to 
this anti-India feeling. I always 


had a desire to come over tb 
India, eapedal^ Calcutta, and « 
1 make it good here, I intend 
•taying on.” 

He has ahready taken a liking 
to the spectators : «Over here, a 
l(rt of prestige is ^ven to the 
players. It seems the crowds 
heroworship the players. I came 
here only a few diyrs ago, but I’ve 
afa^ady signed htmdreas of auto¬ 
graphs,” be said, oven as he was 
signing another for a fan who had 
waited for m<n% than three hours. 

Mohan has been in the national 
scene in Burma -for four years 
now, and has represented the 
Junior national team on a number 
of occasions. Mohan’s oriidiial 
position is the left-half in fhe 
4-3-3 formation that ts praetted 
in Burma : “In that style of game, 
a half has to cover tite whole 
ground, moving up with the for¬ 
wards and falling bade to help the 
defenders. So it I’m played as a 
rtriker, It will not be all that 
difficult. Oh yesJ 1 don’t know 
whether I’ll get a chance for the 
next match (vs East Bengal), hut 
I m tore it will not have an extra 
effect on me other than playing 
in India and that, too. la Calcutta 
tor the first time.” What about 
the standard of the game here? 
“Well, it would be too presump¬ 
tuous to talk after seeing last one 
match, but I Mon’t think I’ll have 
any difficulty in fitting^ into tite 
Mohun Bagan side. The same 
goes for the ground ebnditions. 
After all, Tve also played in the 
rain.” 

SARAJIT DEB 


they were nut disgraced. Quite . a 
number of times they raidra the 
East Bengal area and veteran Kan- 
nan’s, handling of the home team 
defenders, speaks of his class. 

Motaammedan SpcNrtlng: When a 
top team does everything but score 
against weak opposition, the whole 
picture of the match tends to turn 
violent, with the home, team lighting 
the fuse and its fanatic supporters 
bursting it. This has become the 
order of the day when any of the 
‘Big Three’ perform badly. And this 
Was the case with Mohammedan 
Sporting in their eleventh league tie 
against lowly Railway F.C. (former¬ 
ly Chandra Memorial) The Moham¬ 
medan S.C. supporters have set the 
worst example so far. On both 
occasions, trouble cropped up main¬ 
ly because of appalling refereeing. 

To top it all, when Shujat was 
asked to replace the hefty Sanzarl 
m the second half, the latter was 
furious and in a disgraceful show of 
temper, took off his shirt and rush¬ 
ed threateningly at the coach. This 
angered the spectators even more. 
For Sanzari's insult to the club it 


was later decided by the club presi¬ 
dent to ban the player from the 
club. 

E IRATE CROWDS ON THE 
eastern stands began to throw 
missiles, e.specially aimed at the 
railway players, but one of them hit 
Mr Aziz, the club president. Even 
the oflicials and _ '.he coach weren’t 
spared from the i»ivectivc.s. All this 
was a sequel to Mohammedan's bad 
play and RFC's wasting of lime. 
According to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner of Home Guards : “During 
the excessive pelting of brick-bats 
end other missiles some policemen 
were injured. Therefore, I ordered 
the force to clear the stands.” The 
police lathicharged the crowds on 
the eastern stands and cleared them. 
Outside the ground, the mounted 
police took over. Just then, Habib 
netted his first goal this season off 
a substitute Habib Khan lob. And 
to applaud Habib many supporters 
pelted stones again and forced the 
police to retreat right on to the field. 

How could the referee overlook 
thi.s glaring situation and continue 
the match ? Two minutes after 


Habib’s goal, Shujat scored. There 
was utter confusion and the match 
was held-up only three minutes to 
full-time. Referee Milon Dutta said 
later : “I didn’t see the police In¬ 
side the field when tbe second goal 
was netted.” Funny, everyone ^Ise 
present had seen them ! 

B ut l-HERE WAS MARKED IM- 
provement in Mohammedan 
S.C.’s play when they met spirited 
.^alkia Friends. They won by a soli¬ 
tary goal scored by Najecb in the 
first half, but could have increased 
the tally had not Habib and Najceb 
missed three ‘sitters’ between them. 
As captain, Habib needs to be cool, 
but he has often been rude or has 
questioned the referee's authority. 
And this has affected hi.s game. He 
was warned twice by Robi Chakra- 
borty but the third time, when he 
questioned the referee's dedsion. 
(jhakraborty did not hesitate to .show 
him the yellow card — the second 
time so far — which means the home 
side will have to play without its 
skipper in their next ‘crucial’ encoun¬ 
ter, against tough Aryan. 

AHIJIT r.f N wilh AlOK OASGUl'tA 
SUBHAS SAHCAR diid SARAJIT UtCl 






WOMBN'S CRICKET NATIONAL B.A. student from Calcutta remain¬ 
ed unbeaten in the end, contributing 
107 of Bengal’s 224 for eight wickets 
in the stipulated 90 overs. The fact 
that her 107 runs came in 182 
minutes is ample testimony to her 
controlled aggression. 

The reason for Bombay letting the 
champions off the noose is not hard 
•n find: Sunita Vazirani, Diana’s 
partner in the pre-lunch Bengal de¬ 
vastation. could not take the field 
ntter her good work. Sunita's ab¬ 
sence and the Jaded Bombay 
fielding in the post-lunch session 
helped Bengal come back into the 
game. 


Bengal, 
for the 
5th time 


»PHE TOP-SPOT IN THE NATION- 
* al women’s cricket scene conti¬ 
nues to be the monopoly of West 
Bengal. In the sixth National 
championship which concluded in 
Madras on July 8. Bengal emerged 
champions on the basis of her first 
innings lead over hosts Tamil Nadu 
In the indecisive three-day-flnal. 
Bengal’s title-win was her fifth 
successive one in the six-year-old 
championship. Bombay won the 
title in Ihe inaugural year beating 
Poona in the two-team meet. 

The only team which really show¬ 
ed signs of unclasping Bengal’s vice- 
like grip on the title was Bombay. 
This was when the two teams met 
In the semi-finals. By lunch on the 
first of the two days of the match, 
Bengal were dnwn in the dumps, 
breathing rather labouriously at 
87 for five wickets. The hour, they 
say, produceth the woman. And In 
came the small-made Lopamudra 
Bhattacharya. I.ittle Lopa’s innings 
will long be talked about for its 
heroism and immaculately timed 
strokes. At a time when her collea¬ 
gues could find no repartee for 
the wiles of Bombay’s left-handed 
skipepr Diana Eduljce (five for 73), 
it took talent and confidence out of 
the ordinary to look the Bombay 
girl in the eye. as it were. The final 


Bengal had the match in her poc¬ 
ket, and with it the ticket to the 
final. A little after lunch on the 
second and final day, Sunita Vazi¬ 
rani spooned Sharmila Chakrahorty 
to Keya Roy at mid-off to bring the 
Bombay innings to a close al 1S4 
(n 71.2 overs. Left-arm spinner 
Sharmila Chakrahorty, who must 
have run Diana Eduljee close for he 
'best bowler of the championship* 
award finished with figures of stx 
for 51. 

Tamil Nadu made it to the final 
by a whisker. They shrugged off 
a spirited challenge from Maharash¬ 
tra in the other semi-final. Led by 
Subhangi Kulkarni of Pune Univer¬ 
sity, Maharashtra could manage a 
paltry 140 runs, batting for 72 of the 
maximum of SO overs. In fact, they 
would have been in a far worse posi¬ 
tion had it nut been for a spirited 
innings of 66 not out by their un¬ 
assuming wicket-keeper Nilima 
Oharve. and a knock of 28 by Bha- 
rathi Date. 

While her teammates left on the 
slightest provocation, Nilima put up 
a brave show and refused to budge 


Susan Iliycheria of Tamil Nadu bowling, watched by non striker Keya 
Roy of Bengal 



till the last wicket fell. Maharashtra 
were 103 for nine until Nilima and 
Martin put on 37 runs for the last 
wicket. NiUma’s work behind the 
stumps also was consistently good 
and, rightly so, she was awarded 
the best keeper award. For the host 
team, Sumathi Iyer topped the tally 
on the wickets count, taking three 
for 17 with teammates Susan Itti- 
cheria and Sujatha Sridhar doing 
their bit. 

A target of 141 runs in 90 overs 
for an outright win seemed a facie 
proposition for Tamil Nadu. But 
how they made heavy weather of it! 
When the teams went after the first 
day’s play, it seemed that Maharash¬ 
tra had the tiger by the tail. 

Tamil Nadu’s top four batsmen 
were out with just 57 runs on the 
board. Susan Itticheria and Sumathi 
Iyer stabilised the rocking boat to a 
great extent but it was left to 
Sujatha Sridhar (36 not out) to stay 
put and graft the vital runs until, 
with nine wickets down, her straight 
drive off Subhangi Kulkarni ' took 
Tamil Nadu past Maharashtra’s 
total Sujatha played a remarkably 
sensible innings, keeping her head 
icicle cool. She was voted best all 
rounder of the championship. 

B engal successfully Expos¬ 
ed the limitations of the Tamil 
Nadu bowling in the final Batting 
first, the visitors hit up 267, which 
took them well past lunch on the 
second day. By then, the writing on 
the wall was more or less clear — ’he 
match would be decided on the basis 
of the first innings lead. And when 
Tamil Nadu finished at 121 in the 
first innings a little after lunch on 
the final day, the title was as good 
as Bengal’s. 

Ar interesting aspect of Bengal's 
first innings score was that her last 
eight wickets crumbled for just 96 
runs. The mainstay of the innings 
was wicket-keeper Chandana Mukher- 
jee’s well-compiled 125 and her 148- 
run partnership with Sandhya Mazum- 
dar (57) for the second wicket Lopa. 
Bengal's saviour in the semi-final 
against Bombay, remained unbeaten 
with 28. Chandana missed the ‘best 
bat’ award, despite being the top 
scorer in the tournament. Her team¬ 
mate, Lopa, won the award and 
considering that Lopa’s 107 not out 
was made against a better bowh'ng 
attack (Bombay's) and in more try¬ 
ing circumstances, one feels certain 
that even Chandana would not have 
grudged her the award. 

One failed to understand why 
Bengal skipper Sreerupa Bose had to 
wait till the first of the 20 manda¬ 
tory overs to declare her second Inn¬ 
ings closed. An early declaration 
mifht have given her a chance to 
make it an outright victory. And it 
would have saved us the medium _ of 
watching proceedings that had little 
more than academic interest. 

ASHOK KAMATH, Madras 




Why 

Karnataka 
didn't play 

S HE WAS JOTTING DOWN 
some thouxht in her scribbling 
pad, sitting crosslegged in the 
make-shift Press Box. Yes. Shan- 
! tha Rangaswamy looked a bit 

i incongruous in the role of a 

I sportsscribe. Not so much be¬ 

cause we doubted her pen-wield¬ 
ing faculties as because we felt 
that she ought to have been out 
there in the field viaviaa in the 
National Women’s Cricket Cham- 
i pionships in Madras rather than 

reporting on it. 

The situation Shantha finds 
herself in today symbolises the 
tragedy of women’s cricket in 
• Karnataka. The piece do resis¬ 
tance of the melodramatic play 
being enacted by the governing 
body of women's cricket in that 
State has been in its non-partici¬ 
pation in this year's Champion¬ 
ships. 

And to tel) the whole story of 
I the sorry mess we’ll have to start 

I from the very beginning. The 

I 'presiding deity’ of Karnataka 

I Women’s Cricket is Mr Srinivas 

IMoorthy, a sports official who is 
said to have a finger in the pie of 
almost every women’s sports asso¬ 
ciation in (he State. With hi.s 
multifarious interests, players 
allege, he finds little time to 
devote to women's cricket in the 
State. Since the middle of 1976, 
cricket activity has been at a pre¬ 
mium and things reached such a 
head that the girls, led by Shantha 
I Rangaswamy decided that it 

! was high time they took the 

I initiative to set matters right. 

The first step was the formation 
of the Karnataka State Women 
Cricketer’s Association in June, 
1977. Ostensibly, to serve as a 
catalyst for the promotion of the 
game and the betterment of the 
lot of the players in the State. 

True to tradition, the formation 
of the 'Plants' Association was 
seen by omcialdom as the birth of 
I a rival claimant to the loaves and 
fishes of office : The initial scepti¬ 
cism gave way to a morbid 
persecution complex and every 
move of the Players’ Assoctation 
was branded ‘indisdplinary’. Well 
I meant efforts to reactivate the 
I game in the State were thwarted 
I with vengeance. 

I Rather than make efforts to- 
I wards changing its stand of call- 
{ ous indifference, the ‘official’ State 
I Association prefered to 4eave in- 


things in state of suspended aai> 
mation. The Players’ Assodatfon 
successfully staged an exhibition 
match against a Bombay XI in 
Bangalore to garner funds for, 
among other things, sending out 
teams to national-level competi¬ 
tions. The protracted polemical 
battle between the Players* Asso¬ 
ciation and the ‘offidal’ State 
Assodation took a new turn with 
the State Sports Council coming 
into the picture. 

The State body derecognised 
the 'official* Karnataka State 
Women’s Cricket Assodation and 
began going out of the way to 
help the Players’ Association. The 
grounds for the dcrccongnition 
were dted as, inter alia, non¬ 
holding of the annual general 
body meeting for three successive 
years and alleged mismanagement 
of funds. 

I NTERESTINGLY, THE WO- 
’ me.n’s Cricket Association of 
India (WCAI) has not* come out 
clean with its stand on the issue. 
According to Shantha, the WCAI, 
has been maintaining correspon¬ 
dence wilh the Player.s’ Associa¬ 
tion by way of sending copies of 
letters addres.sed to the secretary 
of the KWCA. Why the WCAI 
has preferred to turn a Nelson’s 
eye to the state of affairs in one 
of its affiliated bodies is as highly 
intriguing as It is deplorable. 

But the WCAI’s true colours 
have probably come to light' with 
the appointment of Mr Srinivas 
Moorthy as one of its .‘observers’ 
for the Madras National. One .says 
this because it was the same man 
who .spiked attempts by the Play¬ 
ers’ Assodation to form a team 
for the Madras Nationals. 


The organising secretary of the 
Madras National, Ms Shilu Bauga- 
nathan said that she sent out 
circulars to all affiliated bodies of 
the WCAI inviting parlidpation In 
the Nationals. But unlike most 
other States, there was no reply 
from the Karnataka b.ody. How¬ 
ever. tome States in the eastern 
region wrote to the organisers of 
the Nationals that they had not 
received the dreuiar (there is a 
good chance that it was among 
the mail which was lost in the 
cyclone in Andhra) and so fresh 
circulars were sent out to ail 
State associations. Again the 
organisers drew a blank from 
Karnataka. 

However, well after the draw 
was made Mr Srinivas Moorthy 
apparently suddenly woke up and 
decided to send a team for the 
Nationals. Meanwhile, the Play¬ 
ers' Assodation had already begun 
preparations by way of the hold¬ 
ing of the selection trials which 


Mr Moorthy is said to have agreed 
to attend but ' failed to turn up. 
Instead, he called for another 
selection trial a few day.s later 
and announced a team which had 
more footb,s11crs than crickoiers. 
One-upmanship i.s the name of the 
game apparently. So, there were 
two Karnataka teams readying 
themselves of the Madras National ' 
without the entry even being 
sent! 

The organising committee felt 
that since the Karnataka entry 
(sent by Mr Moorthy) had come 
in well after the draw was made, 
it had no option but to reject it. 

It must be .said to the credit of the. 
organising committee that it stood 
firm on its stand not to accommo¬ 
date Mr Moorthy despite frantic 
telegrams from the 'A^CAl to 
“accept" it with the entry fee (Rs. 
10 O) and the three years' ‘‘dues’’ 
(which the KWCA owes the 
WCAI). 

it \m WHO ARE THE LOSERS 
in the bargain'/’’ asks 
Shantha and proceeds Jo answer 
it herself : “Not Mr Moorthy not 
even I personally. But the players 
from Karnataka. 1 can afford to 
miss this Nationals. For alt 
practical pdrposes I have now 
retired. But what about the en¬ 
thusiastic girls. And they are 
young. Remember, Karnataka 
won the junior titk> the only time 
it was held and there are many 
from those, ranks who would have 
done well in this .senior Nationals. 

I do. not know how 1 can face 
them when they come, here to 
watch the final. Imagine, tlie.se 
very girls ought to have been out 
there in the field battling for a 
place in the sun. Instead they 
will be just .spectators. You'll 
agree it is a sad stale of affairs." 

But what about the future? I 
asked her. “We have made it 
clear, abundantly clear, that the 
old set-up has to go. There are 
no two ways about that. Mr 
Moorthy has no locus standi. The 
WCAI will have to call for a fresh 
general body and reconstitute the 
State As.sodation’’, said Shanta. 

“I hope I haven’t given the, 
impression that we are happy 
about this confrontation. I have 
no ambitions about taking over 
the State Association or anything 
J can tell you that with a sti-aight 
face ; but we had to act in the 
interests of the game in the State. 
Running the game is not exactly 
my cup of tea. I would rather 
be playing it. Though T have 
achieved all what I wanted to 
when I began playing, I can tell 
that T have at lca.st anothet three 
or four years of good cricket in 
me,’’ Shantha asserted. 

ASHOK KAMATH 

Next uwek; Mr Moorthy repHes 
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lOMBAY BATTING SEN- 
) sation Sandccp Patil 
urns home on July 16 a 
le disillusioned about 
rket in England. Remcm- 
wben he left India t^crc 
re .some who were hoping 
might make a sensation 
rc just as he had in April 
en he scored over 1.200 
IS in Bombay with 41 
rs and be added to the 
lian touring side like 
100 Mankad and Baig 
ore him. 


lowever he could get just 
! game with Surrey Se¬ 
ll XI and in any ca.se 
nd the standard very 
inary. In fact he found 
trr standards in club 
.ket, the Middle.scx 
igue, in which ho was an 
lant hit with Edmonton 
b who are leading con¬ 
dors for the title and for 
!im former England last 
der John Snow plays. 


andeep hit two centuries 
of them in a friendly 
tch and three half-centu- 
i. One century earned 
m adjudicator Alec Bed- 
tbe ‘Man of the Match’ 
3 rd. Sandeep i.s leaving 
maturely as be is getting 
rried on August 19 but 
has a lucrative contract 
, next season in his 
ket. 


'his hq.s been possible 
duse of the interest 
wn in Patil by the chair- 
n of the club, none other 
10 David Evans, the 
nrman of Cornhill Insu- 
ire, who are sponsoring 
India-England Test 
tebes. Mr. Evaas has 
:n highly impressed by 
til's batting. 

’atil has bappy memories 
Edmonton for whom he 
sled first change after 
w. He found the irasd- 
.Snow in a different light, 
ing tips to the amateurs 
ore the game and trying 
help them along at every 
P. For this reason alone 
til hopes to be back with 
■nonton next year. 

'he TALE OF IRONY IN 
Indian cricket continues. 
Pe was when we often 
jiGQted that our battnig 
I hot back up the per- 
oiance of our spin bowl- 
' Now its the other way 
ind. 

^our centuries in three 
»ogs at the start of the 
h conveys Uie hard task 
oowlers have had and 
h have in the weeks to 
Pm*- The wickcu at 
Pihampton and Lord's 



were ‘pata’ ones, heavily 
loaded in favour of batsmen 
and not surprisingly drew 
the teeth of our bowlers. 
While the performance of 
Bedi and Venkat at Lord’s 
in trying conditions was not 
so bad. that of our medium 
pacers in general leaves 
much to be desired. 

The most important thing 
in England Ls to keep a con¬ 
sistently good line. Our 
bowlers are- either experi¬ 
menting too much or arc 
not able to pitch the ball 
consi.stciitly on or around 
the off-stump, a tactic per¬ 
fected by even the most 
ordinary of English bowlers. 
Peter Willey ani Mike Cat¬ 
ting are basically net-prac¬ 
tice bowlers but they kept a 
good line and our batsmen, 
Vishwanath included, could 
not take liberties against 
them. 

In helpful conditions Kapil 
Dev and Ghavri bowled a 
little disappointingly. Kapil 
beat the bat often and 
Ghavri got the ball to rise 
but in between they sprayed 
the bail around far too 
much. Even so Brearicy had 
no business to book early 
anI with so much disdain 
and he paid a dear price for 
it, the visor which was sift¬ 
ed from its place by the im¬ 
pact of the ball, cutting his 
nose. 

The injury has imme¬ 
diately caused a section of 
the Press to raise the fami¬ 
liar bogey of chucking 
against Ghavri, whose action 
when he is bowling fast b 
absolutely smooth. The in¬ 
jury may well jeopardise 
Brearlcy’s place in the team, 
for Englishmen set high 


laying standards which 
rearley has been unable to 
attain. 

As for the batting Yash- 
pal's form ha.s been an un¬ 
expected bonu.s and he show¬ 
ed a fluency not often seen 
in domestic cricket, the on- 
drive and back-foot cover- 
drive being his favourite 
shots. Vishwanath looks a 
ma-ster batsman and should 
right away be the top-sforcr 
of the scries. 

Chauhan exuded cunfi- 
dciifc from the start and 
flashes at the ball less fre- 
qiientiv but does not miss 
scoring opportunities. Veng- 
sarkar has already got runs 
and so a tu.ssle looks like 
en-suing between PaU*l and 
Amarnath for the fifth bat¬ 
ting place in the event of 
all the three .spinners play¬ 
ing, a fact which knowli^gc- 
able people consider inadvi¬ 
sable. 

Little master Gavaskar’s 
early flouri.shes have been 
taken as a sign of '-areles.s- 
ncss. Artuttlly he is having 
some prifblems of concentra¬ 
tion but looked to be on the 
roal back in the second 
innings of the MCC game 
when he middled from the 
first ball and hit Lever and 
Hogg severely. 


F or one BROUGHT UP 
on the aesthetic battiag 
of Vishwanath and the re¬ 
fined strokeplay of Gavaskar 
the Prudential World Cup 
final was a bit of a dis¬ 
appointment. 

For all the runs Richards 
made, the grimness of the 
situation made him look 


like an invalid stuttering 
back to fitness rather than 
the willow king lie un¬ 
doubtedly is. 

But once his eyes was in, 
England had little hope. 
Richards’ defence was gin¬ 
gerly, the bat coming close 
to the pad across from the 
off side and there was little 
balance in his feet position¬ 
ing. His square-cut was not 
of the apple timing of Vishy 
but with the hard sound of 
a rapier. Once. Collis King 
came in Viv waded into the 
bowling with pulls and 
swipes on bent knee and 
lofted shots leaving all the 
three stumps open. 

The more authentic bat¬ 
ting in the final came from 
Collis King. His olT side 
strokeplay did not match his 
on side one and Botham at a 
crucial stage pitched on the 
leg side, his strong one, 
despite having seven men on 
the, off. King with an on- 
drive with the full revolu¬ 
tion of the bat, took full toll. 

1 later asked the great 
Denis Compton whether the 
improvisation of strokes in 
the final was up to his great 
standards. He said the Wcs< 
Indians were up to it but 
certainly not the English 
men. “For England's sake 
either Boycott or Brcarlc) 
should liave got out 10 mon 
overs earlier than they did" 
he .said and added ’’foi 
Gooch would then have hai 
greater scope.” 

For improvisation Comp 
ton said the important factoi 
was whether you could piaj 
the same shut which yoi 
played with perfection oil 
the front foot just as wel 
as the back foot. He sale 
in one-day cricket n>ost ol 
the strokes had to be oil 
the back foot. "It’s no u.sr 
playing a fine shot for m 
runs. Rather one shouk 
play the shots with Icsi 
power but into the gaps 
The England bat.srnen failet 
to find the g.tp.^ ’’ Thb 
could also be said to be the 
failing of the Indian bats 
men in this Cup. 

From the bowlers on view 
in the final. Mike Hendridi 
with his rhythmic action and 
Chris Old, with his liftiiu' 
out-swingers, will troubk 
India most, especially tin 
short men Gavaskar and 
Vishwanath. They may hr 
able to cope with Willis and 
Botham, and spinners Ed 
monds and Miller should not 
pose much problems. 

P. V. J. KAR 
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INDIA IN ENGLAND 
vs NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

India 
could 
have lost 

FIRST DAY 

APIL DEV, THE INDIANS’ 
yuung all-rounder, quickly made 
an impact in the tourists' first match. 
He scored the season’s fastest cen¬ 
tury in 74 minutes as the Indians 
reached 380 for seven declared 
against Northamptonshire. 

Kapil Dev, who ran up 300 in a 
day in a university match two years 
ago, scored 19 fours and a six in his 
hundred, improving by 11 minutes 
the previous fastest of the season, 
by Ken McEwan. Perhaps the 
Indians’ only disappointment was 
that Gavaskar did not play a major 
innings on the good pitch. 

Though his timing was astray 
Gavaskar played shots with freedom 
and made 24 in 30 minutes before 
being well caught at gully by Willey 


from a sliced drive at Grifnth.s. 

Vengsarkar played with more 
assurance than in any of his World 
Cup innings and yet not as well as 
he should have on an easy pitch. 
The ball had moved but the batting 
had become pleasant. 

Gaekwad, who opened the innings, 
did his confidence much good by 
making 42 before Griffiths ran him 
out with a direct hit at the stumps 
from mid-on. If Gaekwad is to open 
regularly on this tour he should 
curtail his backlift. 

Despite the loss of three wickets, 
the Indians never became bogged 
down and had scored 12!) from 34 
overs at lunch. Vishwanath had 
anxious moments before the break' 
but he and Yashpal .Sharma, playing 
his first innings in England, batted 
Speedily in the afternoon. 

Driving through the covers and 
on the legs, the fourth-wicket pair 
put on another 73 in 22 overs after 
lunch and then GrifTiths disposed of 
Sharma and Vishwanath in successive 
overs. Sharma, too anxious to get 
the run needed for his half-century, 
played across the line and was 
bowjed. 

Vishwanath, who batted 94 minutes 
for his 53, shuffled across and was 
Ibw. The wicket of Vishwanath was 


but it proved a mixed blessing, for it 
put them in confrontation with Kapil 
Dev. 

The strapping law student from 
the northern state of Haryana batted 
with customary vigour. 

Dev’s style is not the most accom¬ 
plished but he makes the most of his 
keen eye and strong shoulders. 

Pulling, driving and cutting with 
abandon, Kapil Dev had got to 60 — 
with a six and 10 fours — by tea, 
which was 52 minutes after his arrival. 
He continued the onslaught after the 
interval. His innings of 102 had an 
unbecoming end, caught and bowled 
by Larkins with a full toss. 

SECOND DAY 

•pHE LIMITATIONS OF THE 
Indian tourists’ bowling were 
brutally exposed as Northamptonshire 
scored 336 for three. 

Geoff Cook and young Richard 
Wiliams made centuries and staged 
a partnership of 165 for the second 
wicket. Wayne Larkins, within 
reach of an England cap, scored 51 
vith brilliance and authority. 

The Indian,s’ troubles did net end 
with Cook’s declaration, which left 
them 65 minutes’ batting at the end 
of *he day. They were 62 for two wic¬ 
kets at the close. 

Gava.skar failed again. He holed 
out to mid-on off Hodgson after 
making just five. Gaekwad, his 




^^Aqainst MCC: Chris Tamrc sweeps Bishan Bcdi (not in ihe picliire). Bharaii Reddy is the wicket-keeper 
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oMoing partner, batted with flour¬ 
ish — but for no more than IT 
before Hodgson bowled him. 

The three wickets that the Indians 
managed to capture were all claimed 
by Amarnath, at the cost of 85 runs. 

Larkins’s failures in his two Pru¬ 
dential Cup appearances have not 
weighed him down. Continuing his 
innings at 30, he impressed with his 
class and got to SO in le.ss than half 
an hour yesterday. Then he snicked 
Amarnath to be caught at the wicket. 

Just before Larkins was out, Cook 
had cut loose against the two front¬ 
line seamcrs, Kapil Dev and Ghavri. 
He on-drove Dev for four and cut 
him for two more boundaries, all in 
one over. Then he drove Ghavri 
through the covers. 

Still, lunch was less than half-an- 
hour away when Cook reached his 50. 
He had an escape just before he did 
so, with a low chance to .second slip, 
off Amarnath, who was the pick of 
the Indian bowlers. 

• 

A good, tidy spell by Chandra- 
shekhar, whom neither (’ook nor his 
new partner Williams had played 
before, enforced some care. Neverthe¬ 
less, Northamptonshire’s progress 
was never really .slow. 

They reached 200 in the 56th over. 
Williams had a few problems, but 
every now and again played some fine 
shots through the covers. He contri¬ 
buted evenly to a partnership of 165 
with Cook, which ended 40 minutes 
before tea. 

Cook, content with a century that 
included 10 fours and occupied just 
over four hours, drove over a ball 
from Amarnath and was bowled. 
Williams, at the time, was 81. 

Williams, who had made his maiden 
first-class hundred recently against 
Nottinghamshire, was taut and care¬ 
ful as he approached another. 

The new ball was due to the re¬ 
sumption, but Venkatraghavan 
seemed to believe that Williams 
would be harder pressed to get the 
remaining runs against the old one. 

Williams, who first appeared in 
Nothants’ colours before his 15th 
birthday and for whom the depar¬ 
ture of David Steele has opened more 
regular opportunities in the first XI, 
reached his century in 217 minutes, 
with 13 fours. 

He celebrated his achievement with 
two classic fours off Kapil Dev, hurried 
to 120 and then was brilliantly caught 
off bat and pad by a tumbling Reddy, 
the wicket-keeper, off the persevering 
Amarnath. At this point. Cook dec¬ 
lared. 

THIRD DAY 

INDIA’S FIRST TOUR MATCH, 
I against Northants, fizzled out in 
a tame draw. The Indians, bowled 


out for 239, could have lost, had their 
last two wickets not added 40 runs. 

Northants, who had declared 44 
behind on the first innings, were left 
304 to get in 165 minutes, a target 
beyond their scope. 

But Allan Lamb, the South African 
who came in at 24 when Larkins was 
out, batted in his most forthright 
manner and Northants had scored 
151-1 from 40 overs when they came 
off without using the last half hour. 


Lamb, who batted 104 minutes and 
bit a six knd 14 fours, became the 
third batsman in the match to get a 
century off the tourists' attack. He 
made the last 29 runs to his 100 in 
less than three overs. 

Vengsarkar, with 63, was top scorer 
for India, four of whose wickets were 
claimed by Griffiths at a cost of 60 
runs. Though the Indian's wickets fell 
at uncomfortably short intervals, they 
kept attacking. 


Vi.shwanath, who was not ppt over¬ 
night with Vengsarkar, was out early, 
caught behind from a good ball by 
Griffiths which bounced just that- 
extra bit as it left him. 

All the main batsmen after him 
made 25 or more, and often with 
clean, crisp shots. And yet the tour¬ 
ists, who have only three more 
matches before the first Test, will not 
be satisfied with their performance. 

At lunch India were 226-8, 272 
ahead, with only two wickets left. If 
these had fallen quickly. Northants 
would have been left with enough 
time to go for the runs. 

With Holts Products offering prizes 
of £500 to the counties for beating the 
tourists, there would have been every 
incentive for Northants. 

For the late recovery, the Indians 
were indebted to Ghavn, who remain¬ 
ed unbeaten with 13. 

D. j RUTNAGUR 
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Bedi 
serves a 
reminder 

I T WAS A MAJOR BOOST FOR 
the Indian tourists with the MCC 
escaping by the proverbial hair’s 
breadth a defeat in their hands. This 
tie traditionally regarded as a dress 
rehearsal for the Tests, showed Ven- 
kat’s men in an altogether different 
light from their tragic display in the 
Prudential Cup. Also, for the first 
time there were signs of the tension 
that had earlier gripped the side, 
fading away, with both the ex¬ 
captains Bedi and Gavaskar taking 
deep interest in team affairs in the 
field. 

The batting had already clicked 
against Northamptonshire, but on a 
very docile track. On this occasion, 
the atmosphere was highly suited te 
swing bowling with cold and cloudy 
conditions prevailing for most of the 
match. The MCC attack contained 


John Lever, the hero of the New 
Delhi Test in 1976-77 and the highest 
wicket-taker in county cricket this 
season, and the promising young 
Lancashire seamer William Hogg. 

But India passed the test with fly¬ 
ing colours scoring 305 for 3 wickets 
in the first innings and'206 for 5 in 
the second at by no means a snail 
pace. The two unbeaten 59 by 
Yaslipal Sharma were a revelation. 
Driving on the rise, keeping his bat 
and pad together, he produced some 
splendid shots and even unwound 
some delicate iate-cuts. He appeared 
to be in no trouble when negotiating 
the movement in the air and as for 
treating spin, there seemed to be 
a contemptuous ease in his demean¬ 
or especially when he cut loose 
against the off-spinners Emburey and 
Willey in the second outing, the three 
sixes he hit while compiling his sec¬ 
ond half-century being examples of 
the latent confidence. Of course he 
did lapse into indecision after com¬ 
pleting the first of the two fifties, 
giving two chances, pertinently 
enough when the second new ball 
was taken aud he will do well to 
eliminate the hook from his reper¬ 
toire. 

Chuuhan, making his first ap^ar- 
ance in England, was stolidity 
personified. Gavaskar having exit 
after a bieezy 22, a victim of Mike 



Mtke Brearleij holding a loivel to his 
face Is he leaves the field after be¬ 
ing injured 
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INDIA (Irt iNNIiroaf 
Gavuiksr c Booth b QattlUK 
Chauhan c HogK b WtUey 
Amarnsih c Brcartey b ilon 
Vlshwanaih not out 
Tashpal not out 
Patel (did not bat) 

Xai>tl Day (did not bat) 

Estroa 

TOTAL; (for 3 whta. dacl.) soft 

PALI. OF WICXET 81 

1 lor 46, 2 for H2, 3 (or 183 
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BOWJUINfl: 

Lever 

Hob* 

Efflburay 

Willey 

Ounch 

aatting 


ZS-^-tW-O 
23-2-83-1 
20-5-43-0 
10-3-26.1 
2-0- 7-<) 
U-3-88-1 


MCC <1ST INNINGS) 

Brearley retired hurt 
Larkins c Reddy b Ghavrl 
Ooocb c Reddy b Xapll 
Tavara < Araarnatb b Venkat 
Parker not out 
OafttnK not out 
Willey (did not bat) 

Gould (did not bat) 
Bmburey (did not bat) 

Lievcr (did not bat) 

Hosb (did not bat) 

Sxtras 

TOTAL; (for 3 vrkts. de«l.> 

FALL OF WIOXBTBt. 

1 for 2 , 2 for 33. 8 'for IM 


BOWLING: 

Kapil Der 

Ghavrl 

Ainarnath 

BedI 

Venkat 

KATCH OBAWN 


30.1-3-33-1 
13-1-48-1 
13-4-23-0 
35-12-46 0 
12-4-47-1 
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29 

38 
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13 
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0 
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6 
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(for 8 wkta) 
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1 for 4, 2 (or 84, 3 tor 37, 4 for 78, 
5 tor 72, 8 tor 78. 7 for 118. 8 tor 117 
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Gatting's frieodly medium pace, the 
onus was on bis, less fancied partner 
.ind how well he responded to the 
task. 82 well-made runs and only 
rut ^hort by an over-ambitious 
attempt to hit Willey over the top 
A few eyebrows were raised at the 
uppish extra-cover drives but there 
was no question about them ^ing 
ilioroiighly intended. 

Associated in century stands with 
Cliauhan and Yashpal was the vJee- 
raptaiii Vishwanath. Dropped twice 
before reaching his half-century, the 
senior pro celebrated the left-offs 
with a watchful yet stylish hundred. 
In fact he remained unbeaten on 105 
— an effort embellished with seven 
fours — when Venkat applied the 
closure at stumps on the first day. 

A fter the best on 

Sunday the second morning's 
uvents were quite action-packed. 
First, Ghavrl surprised Wayne Lar¬ 
kins with a sharply rising and deviat¬ 
ing delivery before he had opened 
hij account and Reddy did the rest, 
riien he brought one back to Brearley 
wlib tried to hook and miscued the. 
ImII on to his forehead, retiring with 
a nasty cut. He took no further 
part in the match. The X-ray re 
vcaled no fracture but coincidentally 
while still at the hospital he was 
icnamcd captain of England for the 
furthcoming series. 

Iteddy picked up a second prey 
when Kapil hurled down an out- 
swinger whichf Gooch was forced to 
play but all he managed was a faint 
lirkle. There followed, however, a 
defiant 165-run partnership between 
the former Oxbridge duo of Chris 
Tavarc and Paul Parker. Parker, 
now of Sussex, was extended two 
■‘lives” — the first one as early as 
six — before coasting home to a 
century. Indeed a.s soon as he 
ifdched three-figures Brearley de 
I hired the innings — the total then 
reading 248 for 3. 

I he Kent player Tavarc had also 
heen “floored” when still short of hi.s 
50 and went on to get 77. Venkat 
'MIS the man to terminate his march, 
deceiving him with a .slower ball 
which the batsman skid straight into 
the hands of Amarnath at extra- 
cover. 

Twenlysix for no ioss overnight. 
India started the third day with 
‘iiiothcr Gavaskar failure. It was the 
third time that this seasoned opener 
hud entered the twenties looking 
■huracteristically sound and skilful 
hut thereafter lapsed into error. 
t^.hauhan stepped out and was stump¬ 
ed in a somewhat sacrificial vein and 
t’utcl tried to pull a ball of three 
'liMiter length and was held at mid- 
Wiiket. 

The last two wickets were snapped 
up by Willey while Gavaskar’s scalp 
’'US earned by Hogg with the aid of 
1 smart catch by Gooch at first slip. 

Amarnath, not among the runs in 


the first innings, but persevered at 
no. 3 gave vent to his abilities with 
45 authoritative runs. He timed the 
ball sweetly off the front foot and 
also liooked with a degree of control 
but chancing his arm against F.mbu- 
rey he gave an easy catch to Larkins 
at mid-off. Kapil charged to 22 in a 
trice before being caught in front of 
the sight screen off the same bowler. 

V ENKAT’S SECOND DECLARA 
tion set the opposition a target 
of 264 runi^ to win at about a 100 an 
hour. This the MCC batsmen not 
only sensed as being well beyond 
their i-cach but proceeded to give a 
poor account of themselves in the 
fare of an inspired spell of bowling 
by Bedi. After Ghavri and Kapil 
had taken a wicket apiece, getting 
rid of Gooch and Larkins, respective¬ 
ly. the classical Sikh captured three 
wickets in the space of 12 deliveries 
conceding only one run. It was not 
Bedi at his greatest but the exhibi 
tion was enough to make his critics 
rethink their plotxss. 


Catting was run out and following 
him were Ian Gould, Willey, aitci an 
impressive 40, and Parker, mesme¬ 
rised by a mixture of flight and siiin. 
Vcnkal’s contribution was the wickoi 
of Etnburey and then in what was 
the final over of the match Bedi 
tr,ip)ied f.ever Ibw. Vishwanath mis- 
SI i an edge from the next man Hogg 
and Brearley. padded no, did not 
have to bat. 

Bedi had also the mortification of 
seeing Aniarnatii misjudge a lot led 
sweep from Tavarc, who hung on till 
the end. But his ultimate analysis of 
4 for 32 spoke of his lasting utililv 

Thus the curtain was rung down 
with MCC rather precariously jmm'i h 
ed at 117 for 8 and if not anything 
else, a p.svrhologiral triumph for tin- 
Indians. It was evidence of diarac 
ter and conviction in batting ;uid <1 
little more incisiveness in bowling. 
But the catching still left a lot to be 
desired. 

ASHIS RAY 
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India in England 

A FTER the disastrous tour of ENGLAND IN 
^ 1967/India played two more Test series in England. 
Roth the sides were led by Ajit Wadekar and managed 
by Col. Adhikari. While in 1971, India for the first 
time won both a Test and series in England, the 1974 
tour that followed saw India lose all the three Tests 
that were played and also were 42 all out in the second 
Innings of the 2nd Test at Lord's. 


1974 

1 . At Mancheater. England won by 113 runs. 
F.ngland 3^-9 decl. and 213*3 decl. 

India 246 and 182. 

2. At Lord's England won by an innings and 285 
runs. 

England 629. 

India 302 and 42. 

3. At Edgbaston. England won by an innings and 
78 runs. 

England 459*2 decl. 

India 165 and 216. 

Captatna for the two seriet 

Year Number of Tests England India 

l^i 3 R. Illingworth A. Wadeka 

1974 3 M. Denness A. Wadekai 


Here are the statistical highlights of these two Cenfnries 
tours. 


Town of EngUnd In 1971 and 1974 
Results of the tiro ouleo 

1974 Manchester 

Year Venue Matchea Wond) Drawn Lost (I) 
1971 Lord’s 

Manchester 3 12 0 

The Oval 

Manchester 

Lord’s 3 0 0 3 

Edgbaston 

6 *1 *2 ~3 


For England (9) 

107 R. Illingworth at Manchester 1971. 

101 B.. Luckhurst at Manchester 1971 

123 n.o. K. Fletcher at Manchester 1974 

100 n.o. J. Edrich at Manchester 1974 

188 D. Amiss at Lord's 1974 

118 M. Denness at Lord’s 1974 

106 A. Greig at Lord’s 1974 

214 n.o. D. Lloyd at Edgbaston 1974 

100 M. Denness at Edgbaston 1974. 

For India (1) 

101 S. M. Gavaskar at Manchester 1974 


Five or more wickets In an innings 



Match*by*match seoree with resolte 
1971 

1. At Lord’s. Drawn. 

India 313 and 145*8. 

England 304 and 191. 

2. At Manchester. Drawn. 

India 212 and 65-3. 

England %6 and 245-3 decl. 

3. At The OvaL India won by 4 wickets. 
India 284 and 174-6. 

England 355 and 101. 


For England (3) 

6-70 P. Lever at Manchc.sler 1971 
5-70 R. Illingworth at The Oval 1971 

5- 21 C. Old at Lord’s 1974 

For India (2) 

C-38 B. S. Chandrasekhar at The Oval 1971 

6- 226 B. S. Bcdi at Lord’s 1974 


Conclufjctl 

VIJAYAN BALA 






Crossword 


Gftdman 



ACROSS 

• 

1 Winner of the Indian Turl Invitation 
Cup, 1979, in Bombay (3, 7) 

5 The length of a swimming pool 
from one end to another (3) 

7 Close the innings (7) 

8 Fits out a boat with the proper 
tackle (4) 

9 Game animal 7 (3) 

12 Billiards, lor example is one ol 
these (3. 6) 

14 —ker; someone who keeps score 
(3) 

15 This trick is a bowler's feat (3) 

17 Having the right stirrup shorter 
than the left so that the jockey can 
more easily equalise his weights 
on the turns (4-5) 

19 —et; defeat the favourite in a 
contest (3) 

22 A mel.si spur that is attached to a 
gamecock's leg (4) 

23 fn this, wrestlers louch ground 
together (3-4) 

24 Of a pitch in baseball, easy to hit 

(3) 

25 A racehorse or boxer in the 
same group as another (10) 

DOWN 

1 Such a stroke is made with the 
hand brought forward and down 
from above the shoulder level (7) 

2 The betting quotation, e.g., S to 

2 (4) . 

3 Move slowly (4) 

4 Country in which the 1974 Asian 
Games were held (4) 

6 A golf stroke (4) 

9 Easy and comfortable (5) 

A piece of wood used in casting 
lots (5) 

it A fresh-water fish, much sought 
alter by anglers (5) 

12 A gambling game In which a play¬ 
er rolls two dice (5) 

13 In fox-hunting, a foot of fox taken 
as a trophy (3) 

16 One devoted to horse racing (7) 

18 An old card game (4) 


20 Taj Mahal city (4) 

»s^Twr"' 

(Solutions next week) 


Qunstion box 



A. Das, Agartala. 

Q: What is the Test uatting re¬ 
cord of Jack Fingleton ? 

A: In 18 Tests, Fingleton has 
scored 1,189 runs at an average ol 


R. Saraswati, Madra. 

Q : What is the Test batting re¬ 
cord of A, L. Hassett 7 
A : In 43 Tests. Hassett scored 
3,073 runs at an average of 46.56. 

N. P. Tlwary, Jamshedour. 

Q : How many runs did Engineer 
score in each innings of the Bombay 
Test vs England Tn the 1972-73 series 7 
A : In the first innings. Engineer 
scored 121 and in the second innings 
he scored 66. 

Chandrasekhar Ghosh, Raipur. 

O : Has Bengal ever won the Ranit 
Trophy 7 

A : Yes. Once—in 1936-39. 

Members, Skylark Club, Jorhat. 

Q : How many Test centuries has 
Fredericks. scored 7 
A : Fredericks has scored eight 
centuries In 59 Tests. 

Md Rail, Balgaum. 

Q : What is the Test record of Sir 
L. Constantine of the West Indies 7 
A : In 18 Tests. Sir Leary scored 
641 runs at an average of 19.42. He 
also took 58 wickets at 30.10 a piece. 

Abhljlt Bond. Calcutta. 

Q : What was Mansur All Khan 
Pataudl's batting average in the 1974- 
75 series (Test) vs West Indies 7 
A ; fn four Tests, Pataudi scored 
94 runs at an average of 13.42. 

S. Shah, Anand. 

Q ; What is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of R. Surendranath 7 


(SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 211 



A : In It Tests. Surendranath took 
28 wickets at 40.50 a piece. 

V. Lakahml, Kumbhakonam. 

Q : What is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of V. Ranjane 7 
A: In seven Tests, Ranjane took 
19 wickets at 34 15 a piece. 

B. Chandraaekhar, Calcutta. 

0 : What is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of Ghulam Guard 7 
A : In two Tests. Guard took three 
wickets at 60.66 a piece. 

A. Panduranga Rao, Katarengod. 

Q : How many Test centuries did 
Jack Hobbs hit and for whom7 
A : Hobbs hit 15 Test centuries 
for England. 

P. M. Srinivatan, Mangalore. 

0 : In which Tost and against 
whom did Lawrence Rowe score 3027 
A ; Rowe scored 302 against 
England in the 3rd Test at Bridge¬ 
town in 1974. 


Quiz 


M in]t ‘ 

QUESTIONS 

Fill in the blanks 

1 In England the greater part ol 
first-class cricket is played in a 
county championship between 
——• ‘first-class' counties. 

2. Golf originated in- 

3. Netball is a popular game lor 

4. Full-bore (303) rifle shooting is 

diflereni from small-bore (-) 

rifle shooting. 

5 The traditional Olympic Torch 

passed through India for the first 
lime in -. 

6 It was -- who boat Maurice 

Tale's record ol 38 wickets in a 
Test series 

7 Last year-was suspended 

horn international soccer lor a 
year as the dope lost against him 
during the World Soccer Cup 
tourney proved positive 

8 In the Mexico Olympics hockey. 
India lost 1-2 to — - in the semi¬ 
final and were unable to enter 
the linal for the first time in 40 
years. 

9 —— earned India a surprise gold 
in high jump in the second 
Asian Games. 

10. It was al - that the great 

long-distance runner Paavo Nunn* 
made his Olympic debut 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 


HBIHHHHHHHIHHHHiHorf. Schapuo 

There were point!> of tnteresf in both 
bidding and play on this week's deal fionn 
an old match, althougti the commentator 
at the time missed some ot the nuances. 

4 A 10 !r 5 
<j;jV5 
0 .1 9 6 4 a 

♦« 

4 643 
V A 10 9 
5'i 

K0103? 

4 K 2 

A K O 10 6 ; 

4 A4 

South dealt at gaino all and at both 
tables the bidding went as follows: 


SOUTH 

wi:>l 

NOIHH 

EAST 

■•iO 

pa'.s 

3 0 

pass 

3 NT 


b 0 

pas’". 

pass 

pass 




One thing was r ertain fhiet? no trumps 
would tiaw beo'i tat easier and I think 
that Soutli willi Ins near solid suit, in 
spite ot holding only 19 points in high 
'aids, stioold have opimed t-’Nl [lien 
there would have been no pioblems. 
As it was. Nor til was laced with <an awk- 
w.iid diicisioii over .'3N1 He eoiild have 
passed but (,a:, hir. three diamond bid had 
iilrt'udy promised an Ace) h« felt that 
Ins actual call ot live-dtamonds might 
lead to a slam it one weie possible. 
Against five diamonds West led 4 1^ to 
declarer's Are. I here was the danger of 
losing ttirer* (rii ks in hearts and OTuth 

played to give liimselt Itm best chance. 
Ho drew trumps in two rourid.s and 
followed with 4 4 ^ ^ spede 

ruff in the hope ol both 4 0 ^nd 4 J 
coming down. When this tailed he con¬ 
tinued with a club ruff and another 
spado ruff to eliminate the side suits 
betore tackling hearts. 

Next declarer ciossed to dummy with 
a tiump in order to lead a low heart. 
If East had played low he planneci to put 
in 1J> 6 to leave West on lead with the 
choice of establishing a trick for South's 
^ K or conceding a ruff and discard. 
However, both Easts were on their toes 
and wont in with 8 when the suit was 
led. One South put on rjt k and was now 
bound to lose three tricks In the suit 
The other South leasoned that by playing 
low he would still be left with a guess 
on the next round of the suit and that hy 


covering he would only gain if West 
had started with both the Ace and 
Queen. There was an unexpected bonus 
to this plan - as the cards lay West was 
rompolltjd to overtake and now there 
were only two losers in the suit, 
last week's qui/' at love all South held 
443(;'K7640 K834A07 4. 
West dealt and opened one-heart, North 
overcalled with one-spade and East 
Ijid 1 N r to leave South with a very 
difficult decision. To pass seems feeble, 
and to call two-clubs would suggest a 
better suit. One possibility would be to bid 
two-spades (partner should have a fair 
suit), but now North might bid on later 
in competition for the wrong reasons. 
Although South has 12 points, a double 
might work badly as all of the opponents' 
cards are well placed - it would only 
work well if someone (anyone I) made 
another bid. Perhaps the best idea is to 
bid two-hearts which, in the modern style, 
suggests a high card to raise two-spades 
rather than one based on distribution. 
This week's qui/' at garnc all South 
holds4AJ 76432S?AK 0 0107 42 . 
He opens one-spade and North responds 
two-diamonds - what should South 
rebId? 


Chess 


■■■■■HHHHHHHHHHHBlPcii'r Clarkp 

Ju.sl a quick look through Alexander 
Kotov's new book Play Like a Grandmaater 
(from Batstord at £5'95 in hardback and 
£3-75 in paper) has been enough to con¬ 
vince me that this is another must for 
anyone who seriously wishes to impiove 
his chess. It comes as a sequel to the 
author's highly successful Think Like 
a Grandmaster and has flic same aim 
of trying to clear away the popular mis¬ 
conceptions about high-class play. 

The tact is that ihasters.have not a 
more complex grasp of the game than 
ordinary players but a simpler one; in 
other word.s, they are generally tietfer 
abletogettotheossenreot a siluafion ,Tnd 
then to execute the appropriate plan 
without being sidetracked by worthless 
idi'-is. Take the follcwing game as an 
example. Once the centre has become 
blocked White puisues an att.irkmrj 
strategy on the K side in the aim’plest 
possible way and is rewarded with an 
easy win. 

While Richard Rati; Hlark Carl Carla. 
English. (Baden-hadt'n. 193b) 

1 R - QB4, Nt - KB3; 2 KI-OB3, P-B4 
3 P-KKt3, P-KKt3;4 B-KU, B-KI2 



40J87 
(j) 0843 
0 none 
4J9706 


• P>03,KI-B3I: • B-QI,P-«3 

T 4-B1, Kt-OS; ■ R-KM.R.QKt 

• B-Rt,t-«i WBxB,RxB 

II P-K3, Kt-B3i 12KKt-K2, Kl-K 

130 - 02.B-B4S 14P-K4.B-in 

»t-t,Q<Q2i 1«Kt-<4«,BKB 

17 K a B ... 

Black has rnsnaged to amulale his oppcnui 
and exchange oR the imporlant flanchettoe 
Bishop, but earelul defence is roguirod I 
neutralise While's central initiative. A tempo 
ary retreat by 17,. Kt - K1 and... K - Ktl me 
have been best. 


1T...Kt-B3; 1tQ-B3, P-K4 

l•KtxKt,KKKI; MP-B4.K-Kt2 
21P-BI,P-B3: 220-02.B-KKU 

This breaks the golden rule that one should n< 
make unforced defensive pawn moves. , 
counlarattacKing thrust on the other wini 
32. P ■ 0Kt4. was far more sensible. 

23P-KKU,P-KU; 24 P - KR4, P - KR! 
fS R- KR1, OKtP a P; 24 OP a P, Kt-OS 
2TKt-B3, R-KR1; 21 R - R3, QR - Ktl 
aOR-KRI, Q-QI; 34Kt-OS.PxP 

Waiting tactics were also usniiiss. White wou 
then play his King to K3 and add the Queen 
weight to the allgck on the KR tile. 

3IRaP,K-B2i 32K-B3,Q-KB1 

33RxP, RxR; 34RxR, Q-Ktl 

3S4I-RSI, Realgns 
CompatHlon 64<Hb Solution next week. 
Black 



Whili* 


How did While uam a vriuiM malerial advai 

1 a CIO 7 

Bolulion to 6401 (Paehman - CIrIc, Athoni 
104a). Qrt k/pIqrOI bp/1 pi p2p1 /3B4/2P2p: 
B2P2Pb/P4PtP/1R2R1K1-White to play 

Tlie Cxocli gi.indm,i‘,li'i rmliir r d his opponci 
to holple.'.sru-v. i), 2 ‘j 0 x Ri h, 8x0, 2 
U KI2r h R - KI2. '.'/ H t\», .ind after 27 
0 -Bl,'.>8 0H KI.Q KB4. 29 D - K6, Ox E 
3(>Rx[3'h 0 1MI;J10R- KB, ftlackresignr't 

Probiam No 100S, Soluhon next week. 

M. NIomeliar and H. Weanink (Eir.si prizi 
Wesh’in Monuntj Ncvi*^, 1923) 
(Sb2/8pb/p01p4/3p3r/1N1p4/4h1NI/2pN1pS 
2K2U2-S whito men; 11 black.) 

While lo play and niale m llne.o iiiuves 
Solution to No 1004 (Marble). (07/tNI 
Kp4B1/3pp1n1/3k1i2/p1R4R/4rn2/BSq - mat 
In two.) 18 K4(lhreal20xP).(a)1 ..PxE 

2 0 QB, (h) I . . Kltn/) X B; 3 R(R3) • Q) 

(O 1 Kt(KM)xB; 2 Kt Kb. (d) 1 . 
H(K;)xB, 9 R B1, ( 0 ) 1 R(Br>)xE 

2Kt-n5;(l)1 . OxB,2R-B2;(o)1 ..KxE 
2 It B4 
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SUITING 





Amazing rqwMBS 

of relief from gnm tronUe 

« 

Two eftlie many lettara Vm^um*n wmm writa of oiro licoovd: 


**..,Gbiii 8 ware **.«.Taofli m stsoagly lootei 

io a terriUe conditloB.*.’* in htMf 

“...Before starting to use tbit paodnet* **1 iWl sInWrely grutslul 

sny teeth and gums were in a t^hle to FoFli»t*s toothpaste and 

condition...The gum pain used to midbe the doctor...for inescribing 

my life a mismy. But the imwovement its dMly use. 

IS somethhig for which you deserve result jh that... 

complinimta ai^ thanks. My hatt off my eaiforinly set lidning teeth 

to your Foriuui s Toothpaste 1... me strongly rooted m healthy gum../* 

iSd/>) Shankar K. Kiimbhar (Sd/-) Bibhuti Bhusan Bose 

Bombay 400011 Calcutta 700 OiZS 

( W Uitons i i of them and other suA tettws can be sew at any edlce ef OcrfBwy Maamts A Co. tad.) 


You too can benefit 
from the toothpaste 
created by a dentist 

Dwrtisls 8»y 

Regular InuHiing of teeth and massaging of gums 
help check gum. troubles and tooth decay. 

So» brush your teeth and massage your gums-* 
nt|^t and morning with F0ihan*s toothpaste 
and Foriian*a Doubie-Actirm toothtoush. 

Dr. Fmluui'g foroiiriB 

Dr. Foihatt's formula with its powmftii astrii^CBt actitm 
strengthens your gum surfaoe to help you resist 
gum troubles. Brushing with Fcuhsn’s leaves your 
whole mouth clean, frcA and healthy. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Hats off 
to Borg! 

S ALUTE THE SOPER 
Swede, that sporting 
phenomenon called Bjorn 
Borg! Since the abolition of 
the much easier Challenge 
Round system in 1920. on 
man has won four successive 
single titles at Wimbledon 
After Wimbledon was 
thrown open to the pro’s in 
1968, the intensity of com 
petition was more than 
doubled and it i$ at its peak 
now, in the Seventies. 'Bennis 
is now in its most fiercely 
rompetitive era ever. Experts 
have admitted that in the 
whole history of the game 
there has never been such a 
large number ot top class 
players fighting it out at the 
same time. The plethora of 
upsets at Wimbledon this 
year clearly proves this fact. 
Winning Wimbledon once is 
itself a herculean task now. 
And Borg has won four sue 
ccssive titles in such an era 
And each year he won from 
a full field (unlike Stan 
Smith and Jan Kodes who 
won in a much depleted Wim¬ 
bledon in 1972 and 1973). 
Borg has staked bis claims to 
the title of “the greatest 
tennki player ever” 

P. PRAKASH, 
Trkhvr 

Not correct 

W ITH REFERENCE TO 
the story “East Bengal; 
Is there a football secre 
tary?” by Alok Dasgupta 
ISportaworld, July 11) 1 am 
constrained to observe that 
the wiite-up contains some 
untrue statements and a 
few fabricated statements 
attributed to some people. 

Mr Dasgupta has based 
hit article oa material tur> 
nisbed by people interested 
in mahgmng the present ad- 
ministiation ol the East 
Bengal Club. I would have 
been glad if he had tried to 
check up with, or obtained 
clarifications from, the top 
executive of the club before 


without attempting to coun¬ 
ter the remarks by quoUng 
facts about the success 
achieved by famous players 
in the very first year ol their 
appearance in the Caluitta 
maidan, be has abruptly 
shifted to the theme of 
’groupism’ in the club. 

In any public institution, 
the presence of groups t» 
inevitable. There t annul be 
a unanimity of upiuiun 
among people with diflerent 
ideas, taste and culture 
But, its presence becomes 
detrimental to the interest 
of the institution when it 
exceeds all limits to serve 
individual or group interest 
rather than the collective 
interest ot the institution. 

I must say emphatically 
that the president and the 
general secretary of the East 
Bengal club have no groups 
of their own. They have 
the responsibility of arotec- 
ting the interests ut the 
members of the club, ft is 
also wrong to assume that 
Mr J. C. Cuba heads a fac¬ 
tion. Maybe people have 
differences with hint on 
many counts and some of 
his ideas are old and back¬ 
dated, yet he is considered 
the architect of the Eeet 
Bengal Club of today and, 
as such, held in high esteem. 

A few people who abused 
him in filthy language the 
other day are posing as his 
well-wishers now-after be¬ 
ing unable to sei/c actual 
control over the club’s ad¬ 
ministration during the past 
few months. I'hcse people 
are trying to woo the follow¬ 
ers of Mr J. C. Guha and Dr 
N. Das to strengthen their 
support for the ouster of the 
present general secretary on 
fictitious and flimsy grounds. 
Whenever the general secre¬ 
tary applies the rule of law 
and tries to impose dL<- 
cipline, he is threatened 
with “non-cooperation” in 
the next election. 

Nor were any ‘group’ In¬ 
volved in the seleitioa of 
players in the earlier 
matches. Nobody foned Mi 
Arun Ghosh, the coach, to 
include this or that player. 
Mr Ghosh has never said 
about It to the committee 


Mansur Ah Khan Paisudi 
^ ■l,t* Editor Ally Kum«i Auitltnt Editor Arijil Son 
^'lal Staff Raniilkumai Ghosa Alok Ooigupia Subhai Sarcar 
""iiy Corraapondant Haies'i Munwam Art Ditaetot Bipul Cuba 
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coming out with such a con¬ 
troversial article. 

At the very outset, the 
writer has quoted one of 
our beloved boys and has 
t^own a suggestion that 
they are apprehensive of 
the performance of the ouL 
atation players. However 


nor has he categorically said 
anything about contemplnt 
ing resignation. Mr Chosn i< 
a great footballer and a per¬ 
son of dignified manner If 
he has expressed any such 
feeling anywhere he mast 
have been poisoned by .some 
body. We have the fullest 





CDBlMence in him and his 
dpabitfties. But, at the 

a e time, na man is In- 
Ue and if, at any time, 
the authorities thought in 
terms of providing him with 
food assistants, it could 
never amount to censuring 
him. It appears that some 
pmie and a section of the 
Pr^ (not SportmorU) are 
deliberately making an 
attempt to confuse the coach 
and the plavers. Mercifuliy, 
the latter have not fallen 
prey to themi 


Then, it is a pity that Mr 
Paresh Saba has had to 
emphasise bis continuance 
as the football secretary. It 
was unoecestsary since no¬ 
body bad questioned iu On 
the other band, it was bis 
credibility and capacity 
which have been questioned 
by many. At no time was 
there any demand for his 
removal. Had it been con¬ 
templated, the club rules 
would have been no bar. 

The allegation that the 
football secretary was “cen- 
sur^" is fictitious. Only 
some necessary steps were 
taken to plug the loopholes 
in the football section to 
put an end to undesirable 
speculation and rumours. Mr 
Sukhlal Saha was never 
entrusted with handling the 
tinanciai matters of the foot¬ 
ball section as reported. He 
has just been asked to assist 
the football secretary in his 
day-to-day functioning to 
straighten up things .and 
improve the administrative 
atmosphere. 

Nor did the committee 
take up the so-called ‘mis¬ 
appropriation’ issue for con- 
.sideration. Nobody levelled 
any such allegation against 
the football secretary. How 
and from whom the writer 
got this entirely baseless in¬ 
formation is anybMy's 
guess. 

Itie football secretary has 
accused some members of 
the committee of trying to 
‘faara.ss’ him. This charge 
has been made in the Press 
for public consumption. He 
i.s the football secretary of 
one of India's pioneer 
soccer clubs consisting of 
7.000-odd member and lakhs 
of supporters. If his method 
ol working, mode of speech 
and way of dealing with 
delirate and intricate matt- 
er.s are not conducive lo the 
development of players, 
harmonious relationship bet¬ 
ween players and officials as 
well as rnembors and sup¬ 
porters, he will definitely be 
a subject of criticism. He 
has no right to jeopardise 
the interests of the club and 
the members by his action 


He must also Icam to main¬ 
tain . official secrecy and 
should Mot divulge informs- 
tien regarding committee 
discussions — even when 
things arc not palatable to 
hiir. 

T refrain from comment¬ 
ing on the remarks said to 
have been made by Mr 
Sharmyak Mitra (Sheni) 
since some of them are sub- 
judicc and some betray his 
Ignorance about facts and 
developments. 

Flhally, being himself a 
business man by profession, 
how could Mr J. C. Guha 
allege that the club had 
been ‘crowded with business 
men’. In his time also, 
there were business men 
and hardly any footballers 
in the committee. 

A MEMBER. 

East Bengal Club 
Executive Corntriktee, 
Calcutta. 

Repay the debt 

M any exfootball 

.ers of the country are 
now silently suffering in 
poverty. They brightened 
the horizon of Indian foot¬ 
ball. Nayar, for instance, 
scored 35 goals in the 194fi 
season in Calcutta. 

A ‘charity’ match was 
arranged in Calcutta with a 
view to helping the former 
footballers. But they receiv¬ 
ed pretty little. I request 
Mr Ashoke Gbash, the very 
capable IFA secretary, to 
come forward with some 
cqincrete proposals to help 
tne- footballers in distress. 

"BABVSONA” 

Calcutta 


Bravo Pratap ! 

P EASE convey my 
congratulations to Pra¬ 
tap Ghosh for his superb 
goalkeeping in the crucial 
senior division soccer league 
tie. 

DEB.ASISH MUKHERJEE, 
UtOarpara 

Kerala soccer 

fF CALCUTTA IS THE 
1 Mecca or the cradle of 
Indian football, Calicut of 
Kerala is not far behind. 
Whenever a soccer tourna¬ 
ment is staged in Calicut 
— be it a national level 
match or a state league tie 
— there is tremendous 
enthusiasm among the 
football fans of Caucut, as 
well as those of the neigh¬ 
bouring district, C^nnan- 
iwre. The Brothers’ Club, 
Cannannore, has produced 
many soccer stars who have, 
donned the Indian colours. 


GAME 

Due to unavoidable reasons, our 
regular column"AH in the game" 
has had to be discontinued this 
week It will reappear next 
week Editor 


So too is the case with 
the Young Challengers of 
Calicut 

Kerala has a tradition of 
producing goalkeepers of 
high standard. Olympian 
Narayanan is an excellent 
example. The other were 
the ever-agile Mustbafa and 
Sudheer. Ihe latest intro¬ 
duction was Sethumadhavan, 
of Premier Tyres. Victor 
Manjila, the understudy of 
Sethumadhavan and Itty 
Mathew (both are good 
still) of Titanium, led the 
Calicut University to suc¬ 
cess not so long ago. 

Veteran Inder Singh once 
disclosed in course of an in¬ 
terview in a sports journal 
that he likes lo piay before 
the knowledgeable Kerala 
fans and rated our stars at 
par with those of Bengal, 
Punjab. Goa and Karnataka. 
He further said that in all 
the five states the game 
has a large following aod 
the Punjab State club teams 
enjoy a good support in 
Kerala too. 

K. V. ANANTHA 
KRISHNAN, 
Trivandrum 


Undeserving 

A lmost every issue 

ot Sportsworld’ dis¬ 
plays cricketers’ photo¬ 
graphs in the cover. The 
aiticles also deal mostly 
with cricket matches and 
our cricketers. It appears as 
if only cricket has raised 
India’s glory in the sphere 
of international sports. Our 
athletes, boxers, chess play¬ 
ers etc. aie virtually ignor¬ 
ed. We should not forget 
that it was our athletes 
who helped India in win¬ 
ning 11 gold medals in the 
last Asian Games. What is 
our cricketers’ contribution? 
While a lot of money is 
spent on them all they do 
is go on the record book 
of ‘failures’. Your magazine 
introduces all Indian cricke¬ 
ters as great, but the per¬ 
formance of our cricketers 
in the recently-held Pruden¬ 
tial Cup has proved lo be 
the worst. Not much age 
India had tasted defeat at 
the hands of Pakistan and 
our ‘greats’ proved themsel¬ 
ves worthless. Yet the same 
oM bunch got selected and 
the aew faces have i^emain- 


«d behind the curtain oi 
more. 


So, we Shan appreciate 
instead of preparing si 
articles on cricket, you 
courage our athletes 
other sportsmen. Iik](> 
they d^rve it more tl 
our erfdeeters do. 


TAMAL, ASHIM A> 
Asm 
New Dei 


Why despair ? 


A fter our sho 

defeat at the hands 
Sri Lanka, I read in varii 
magazines and ncwspap( 
various comments such 
“We should give up ci 
ket," "Take consolation 
the fart that we are 
better team than Cana 
Bermuda, Israel’’ etc. W 
do sports fan.s treat a defi 
—wheth<»r in cricket or 
hockey — as a natfonal c 
aster? Oucsiions are* rai« 
in Parliament and inquir 
are ma*-”. IVhat use 
purpo.se IS served by a P 
liamentary di.scussion? 


Indian sport will be ni; 
better served if we 
away from such parliann 
tary antics. Further, h 
can't our fans accrpl defi 
with a smile or by admitti 
that the other side w 
better? The best wav 
imprffvi- our cricket a 
bncl ' v i- to stand bv 1 
side in the hour of difi 
and siiK-^est construrt 
mcasis-.es fur improvenien 
V'.JAY CHORGHVl 
Pu 


We liked it 

H earties- r thani 

)'<!. publishing I 
Bolh.uu'', b-'autiful bln 
up {iixiri^tvorld June 2 
Keep giving these fup 
two-page blow ups. 

K. PRASH.-tiVi 
LMi 

KUDOS TO MR AKU 
Sen for the cover .story 
Sporttnvf/rld May 16 (' 

Srira- finished?). Mr S 
bfoi 1 home the facts a. 
exf -d the skeleton.^ 
th» cupboards of AAl 
Thi way Sriram was di 'li 
ed unfit and discarded iff 
the training camp 
shame on the entire 
ing world, f wonder 
the Government is not io" 
fe.iiug in this vital niat't 
If thii kind of call"| 
indifference continues, 
think the darkest days 
Indian athletics are not 
away. . 

S. UMESH N.AiO 
5(1' 



The Sporting Life 


VELLY SORREE 

Rio Do Janeiro: A Brazilian band played Ihe Tai¬ 
wanese national anthem by mistake for a Chinese volley¬ 
ball team, at the opening ceremony of the week of friendly 
matches in eight South American cities Embarrassed 
officials had to scrap ceremonies for the rest ot the tour, 
and the Chinese who had stormed off the scene, were 
persuaded to proceed with the tour only after profuse 
apologies 

MAKE WAVES, NOT LOVE I 

New York ; He has sailed 236,000 miles farther than 
the moon without leaving home-waters, and yet 74-year-old 
Phil Sheridan has no plans to retire On board the Circte 
Liner taking tourists round the 35 mile coastline of 
Manhattan, and at sea-sort-ot-stnee 1953, this confirmed 
bachelor nas no mate, tor he says, “wives and waves don't 
mix”! 

NO KIDDING 1 

Texas : Bob and Georgette Steele's divorce was some¬ 
what unusual. The )udge granting it, awarded them equal 
custody of Ihe “children”. Georgette got their 3 elephants 
and 6 horses, while Bob got the 3 lions' 'Both aie circus 
performers. 

T-HEE' 

Stockholm: The strapping Swedish women's swimm¬ 
ing team training at the Cry.stal Palace, London, caused a 
sensation when at 8 a.m. they tripped down to the poolsidc- 
lopjess! Following a virtuous protest, the water-babies 
were quickly hustled into a group and draped in modest 
T-shirts. 

B TELLiS 


B<*n fumplcio'i Bnil Tom fowTHin , 






1 If TUB NASTY UNB$MAN6/VBS YOU RVe AW 

A BAP CALL A TANTRUM/^'" 152 COi[£0£ fOCnmi. " 

















Just one point, 


Taking a 
“trip" 

A t a time when the table 

imuiis season in the country is 
ytt to start afresh, and when the 
Indian Conunonwealth and World 
Table Tennis-returned team is licking 
its woiinds (at least I hope it is), 
some speculation and introspection 
would not be amiss. 

Is there any point in continuing to 
send our team abroad while its per 
rormance slips from bad to worse? 
Records show that we have fallen 
from among the first 10 to a lowlv 
24tb (Men’s) in the current world 
championsbii^ As in any other 
Indian miort, it would be easy to 
attribute this state of affairs to the 
ubiq uitou s 'VilBdals” — in this case 
the TTFI. And indeed this is part 
of the reason. For after the boycott 
of 1977, table tennis was virtually ai 
a standstill. ITTPA and all the State 
Players’ Associations notwithstand 
ing. However, much more than this 
ladt of TT activity, it was the uncer¬ 
tainty,, fear, bickering and schemlna 
during this period that had a more 
serioits and lasting impact on the 
state of the game. 

I 

But what, the apologist will ask, of 
the period before 1977? He will 
argue that the present situation la 
merely reflective of a long-term 
tiend in the state of sports in the 
country in general, and in TT in 
particular, and that the above expla 
nation is, at best, a stop-gap one. 
Out this is nierely begging the queg. 
tion. Why this trend? Officials are 
not blameless. But m this piece. I 
want to focus on another aspect - 
players' attitudes. 

There Is no doubt that the standard 
of table tennis at the grass-roots 
level has risen appreciably. But this 
has hot seen a corresponding rise in 
the standard, at the top. We often 
hear talk about so-and-so being m 
much better form last year, or the 
veat befbre that. This is indeed a 
shame. 

Here lies the nub of my argument 
The plgyers of lesser calibre will, not 
unnaturally, look to those at the top 
for guidance and example. Thus the 
attitudes of the latter take on a 
rather important role. It is my con 
teiition that the contribution of these 
layers to the cause is not only sero. 
lit negative. 

All oui tdp players (present lot) 
have been exposed to quite a lot of 
international competition and have 
been on many “trips” abroad. But it 
seems that ml their energies appeal 
to be concentrated on making thl« 


“trip”. Once they reach the interna¬ 
tional arena, they exhibit a marked 
lack of enthusiasm to show their 
stuff — developing aches, colds, pull¬ 
ed muscles and what have you — 
though theae, do not seem to inhibit 
shopping sprees. It is strange that 
officialdom does not take a serious 
note of what amounts to gross indis- 
ciplhie and breach of trust — it is 
obvious that they turn a blind eye 
to these happenings. Perhaps they 
are not bothered and are equally 
interested in extracting the maxi¬ 
mum from their tnps. 

Thus a vicious arcle emerges. The 
players are not interested. Officials 
are not interested 'Back in India, 
these- same "virtues” are imbibed by 
aspiring youngsters, and the drcle 
is complete. In this situation, it is 
very difficult for a serious player to 
emerge. Only Chandrashekbar, I 
v;as told, was a game fighter in the 
recently-concluded world champion¬ 
ships. He has not done badly, too. 
and is ranked No. 6 in the Common 
wealth. 

The TT scene in the country right 
now is very distressing. A more 
self-centred and selfish attitude has 
nevei prevailed among the players. 
The ITTPA, a long defunct body, has 


contributed to this in substantial 
measure by giving the top-notchers d 
secure platform from which they 
could caamour for players’ rights — 
unfortunately, all too often only the 
rights of a few players were demand 
ed. By means of threats <fot exam 
pie, that it would not send'a men's 
team to the Asian Championships) 
and incentives C^ps"), the TTFl 
has ensured that the players’ bastion 
will remain a house divided — and 
if the top players desert, there will 
be no bastion. 

I hope the reasons for mv preoc¬ 
cupation with players’ attitudes have 
been recognized. This is an aspect 
that has long been negledted In the 
traditional defence of our fai^ngs in 
sports, running along the tines of 
official apathy, lack of coaches, equip 
ment and so on. It is my contention 
that the latter is not the whole 
truth. Players must look to them 
selves first. 

The game in the country is 
dangerously close to stagnation. Whst 
is needed is a fillip to the youngsters 
and a kick in the pants of our tOp 
notchers to shake them out of their 
complacency 

SANJAY KATHURIA 


It's now or 
never 

r ilA PIONEERED THE ASIAN 
(lames in 1951. Thereafter the 
Philippines m 1954, Juan in 11^ 
I ndo neda in 196Z Thailand in 
1966, 1970 and 187& In between 
there was Iran in 1874. CH 
host countries. Japu’s record re* 
itaains unbeaten, with e gold, liaul 
of 51 golds in 1958, India, as hosts, 
romped home wiOi 15 golds, with 
other particiMting countries oal* 
meting only tour, ^ce then, not 
only has the number of pgrtiripa* 
ting countries increased, lama's 
penormanoe. has been on the ^ 
clfaiB. somenmes rather 

She got onl^ fi!ve in 1994 ai^._ 

l^n 1962, seven in 1986. shi la 
1970. four in 1974 and 11 in 1918. 
Will India measure up to her oep- 
formenoe of 1951 lo 1982-~a in^ 
31 .years after she pioneered tn* 
continent’s torch? A country'of 80 
miliiott vrith a demographic hulfe 
of 354 million in the age grouo pf 
a month to H years and 90 adllloA 
in the youthful, atbeltic age of 15 
to 24. not be able to beat its own 
Xl-year«old record? And the record 
of Japu, which la one-rivoStt la 
siae and onq-sixth in pchpiulaHM, 
as compared to ours? -Wonld ant 
the Indiaa hearts yearn to see Hwir 
tricolottr ascend repeatedly with 
the soal*st{nini( “Jana GaM 
Maoa'T Are wo nen waiting to be 
merely sporting boats and ) 
the visitmg ai^ioes boat the 
out of us. oa onr ow 

grouad? Or do we waat to_ 

tdag ctmvotitm? If wo agnaatt* 


yearn to be the winning hosts, 
what are we working for? And 
how? And when? What does one 
read and see? The Asian athletic 
meet, held in Tifleyo recently, saw 
our track and fleldstars eclipsed-^ 
and this is said to be our forte. 

We have time'still, but not even 
a day hereafter to spare. We need 
to take decisions now ud act and 
not wait till 1982. We need to pick 
the competitors now. We must get 
them organised, equip them physi¬ 
cally, inen*alW and phychowjri- 
cally and make them toil limtor 
dose and determined soporritton. 
Ihft Education Ministtir could Obn- 
sider making commltmentt: ("co¬ 
mmitments are ^ bitflihii 
fOs behind”), llie (Smtg 
must 
those 

ho & wbat , 

Shell aocroe t)»toby, . 

Ms conid volunteer to ttos Mtora- 
tkm. These dederallqDis win work 
•as turbines for tbo- mms mid wo* 
locm who ' are gotog ^ to dedicate 
their thoasimd dayt ohoML 

Let us leotc lorwgird hereafter. 
' wgat no huisons a^t after 
no enquiriofc snra no com- 
losl We went to throw up 
our anis had soe . Bnmlii We 
hove due Tt we hM fSt.wtat 

to ^ 


™ » 108 behind"). The Gotgrimieto 

declare its hurfit #laB 


reweidi for plki 
/«ft 6 ‘ 


KiRANliiPI 


If 


men on t 
move! 


m- 

^ >^n V’ c 


You're a man of action. You ^ 
need easy and comfortable 
vests and briefs 

Don't go thiough all the trouble 
of picking and choosing 
brands Pick Victor 
Created by people who've been 
in the business for years, Victor 
products have been specialty 
designed with extra care for 
superb fitting and comfort. 
Made from soft, smooth, 
featherlight material. 

Strong, light. Comfortable 
You've made the right choice / 


VESTS & BRIEES 
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Sportsworid Special 


India in England 
vs HAMPSHIRE 

Run 
spree in 
South¬ 
ampton 

1st day 

CUNIL GAVASKAR PROVIDED 
O with a foundation for an impre 
&sive and moralcrboostinK total at 
Southampton where Hampshire spent 
must of a burning to respectable 
proportions. 

With the first Test little more than 
a week away, India relished the 
opportunity of a perfect wicket to 
gain some important batting practice, 
safe in the knowledge that Hamp¬ 
shire’s reply would be without the 
considerable services of the injured 
Greenidge. 

Gavaskar was under instruciioa 
from the Indian camp to buihl a long 
innings, which was a demand be 
clearly found to bis liking. When he 
was finally run out for 166 going for 
a non-existent second run, l» bad 
batted nearly five hoars and display¬ 
ed contrasting moods. 

His first 100 was painstakingly 
grafted in more than four hours Iwt, 
that past, he spectacularly opened 
out against Hampshire’s tiring attack 
to produce some shots of stunning 
aggression. 

Three times be lifted Cowley's 
off-spin for sixes, taking 22 off one 
over from him and 17 from another 
by Stevenson who was freshly arm¬ 
ed with the new ball. In all Gavas¬ 
kar hit 20 fours a"'* ‘hree sixes. 

Yet earlier he had subdued in 
comparison with Dilip Vengsarkar 
and made only a minor contnhution 
to a first wicket stand of 166. 

Vengsarkar, whose Test place is in 
doubt, gave the Indian selectors a 
timely reminder of his ability with a 
century ol class, poise and style 
laced with a contrast of powerful 
drives and delicate late cuts. 

Malcolm Marshall caused India- 
some uncomfortable moments early 
prt, particularly for Chauhan whom 
...he..Struck on the shoulder with a 


bouncer. Chauhan, apparently un¬ 
concerned, carried on for a couple of 
overs but then retired hurt. 

Vengsarkar batted for 143 minutes 
before he lazily lobbed a half volley 
from Je.sty to mid-on where Steven¬ 
son’s catch provided the bowler with 
his initial nr.st-class wicket of the 
season. 

Gackwad threatened more than he 
achieved, staying long enough to 
twice strike Jesty majestically 
through the covers before he was 
caught at the wicket attempting a 
similar shot. 

Then came Gavaskar’s late assault 
and by the time India had declared 
at 369 for three, Hampshire’s mea¬ 
gre bowling resource had been seve¬ 
rely stretched. 

At the close of play Hampshire 
had made 40 without loss. Rock was 
on 16 and Rice 18. 

2nd day 

I NDIA’S BOWLERS WERE GIVEN 
a thorough and ultimately re¬ 
warding work-out in the hot South¬ 
ampton sun after some diligent 
Hampshire batting and a placid bat¬ 
ting strip set them as severe a task 
as they would wish. 


Trevor Jesty, in particular, treated 
fhe bowling with disdain in a cul¬ 



tured and aggressive innings of 62 
and Rock, Rice and Cowley all start¬ 
ed welt enough to threaten big 
scores. 


That they did not was a-testimony 
to Venkat who switdhed his howlers 
regularly in ail effort to prevent 
Hampshire overhauling Indians first 
innings total af 369 for three. 

There was occa^onally a little slow 
turn but it aUowed Jesty and com¬ 
pany plenty * of time to adjust and 
eventually Hampshire were able tc 
declare 54 behind to keep alive hope: 
of a result 

Even without the injured Gree 
nidge. Hampshire’s early batting 
threatened to expose the limitation; 
of India’s new ball attack. Kapil 
Dev bowled willingly and quickly 
enough but Amarnath posed little 
threat on a perfect batting surface. 

Chandra’s pace oft the wicket 
Induced some caution among Hamp¬ 
shire’s middle order and the ball 
which bowled Turner cut back sharp¬ 
ly to remove the leg stump. Yet, for 
all the variety of spin, India’s bowl¬ 
ing still looked suspiciously short of 
real penetration. 

2rd day 



E INDIANS LEFT THEM 
selves too little time to bowl 


out Hampshire and paid the penalty 
when the county’s eighth vricket part¬ 
nership of Stephenson and Marshall 
survived for more than half an hour 
as the spinners desperately tried to 
prise them out 


Since the wicket had behaved 
perfectly for the first two days, 
Venkat delayed bis declaration until 
Hampshire were required to scoro 
290 at nearly 100 an hour. 

Without Greenidge's belligerence, 
Hampshire made no real attempt to 
respond to the challenge and the 
third draw of the tour seemed httlr 
other than a formality. 

Then, Venkat discovered a little 
turn in the pitch and Hampshire 
began to panic : wickets fell steadir 
five of them to Venkat. and wh< 
Stephenson and Marshall came tc| 
ther, India looked to be heading l< 
an improbable victory. 


Venkat switched his bowlers reg 
larfy, tr^ng to break the obdura 
IMirtnership, but in vain. 


India bowled 27 overs in the la 
lour and the elghth'-wicket pair » 
»ff 20 of them. Without teking « 
slightest chance they survived 
more easily than they might ha; 
intiduated. 


So Venkat was left to roe ^ 
dela^ declaration, since it depn^ 
his men of a morale-boosting "n 
tour win. Chandra unfortunaw 
could not bowl b^use iff AdM“* 
tendon trouble. I 




Iqdte vt. RsmjMrttIre pUyad .«t SrathimtjptM 'i 

' -mw rnmmm ■ 

did Ml W 


urntA ntt iMhinos) ' 


CSavMtwr ru« out IW 

CtMtthfctt yftUrod hurt >A 

VMigMrictr c SicpheiMon b lOt 

■ Adckwad e Stephcuiion b leaty 15 
'ruJurvludm not out 4t 

Awiuith' not out 10 

Kbahna did not bat 
Extraa tib 4, w 2, nb U> IT 

TOTAL : (tor 3 Wkla dwU 363 


TOTAL : (tor 3 Wkla dwU SBS 
FALL OF 1TICX8T8 i 
1 ton 190, 3 (or 330. 3 tor MT 


BOWUDSO : 


liarshaU 

lS-0-87-0 

Stevsnion 

n-o-ss-o 

Taylor 

12-3-38-0 

Rice 

13-3-63-0 

Southern 

18-4-51-0 

Jeety 

9-8-17-2 

ITowtey 

17-2-S5-0 

Focock 


Turner 


nAMFSHIBE (16T IRNIHIM) 

Rock c eub. b Bed! 

cs 

Rice r Tajurvindre 


b Chandraeekhar 

69 

Turner b 'Chandrteekher 

• 

Jesty c Khanna b Gaekwad 63 

Focock c Tajurvtndra 


b Chandtasekhar 

2 

Cowley c Khanna b K*ptl 

Dev 48 

Taylor r Venkatraghavan 


b Kapil Dev 

It 

Marshall b Amamath 

1 

Stephenson b Venkatraghavan tS 

Southern not out 

18 

Extras (b 3, lb 10, nb 6 ) 

18 

Total (tor 9 wkts dacl.) 

816 

FALL OF WICKETS ; 


HISS. SjI43. 3IIBS, 4|178. 6|840, 

•1368, 7(398, 8|375, S|315 


BOWLINO t 


Kapil Dev 

30-3-67-8 

Amarnalh 

17-4-64-1 

BedI 

33-9-87-1 

Chandraeekhar 

19-4-47-3 

Venkatraghavan 

14,2-2-42-1 

Oaekwad 

4-2-10-1 

Choiilian 

— 

Cavoskar 

— 


did not bat 

« and b ICarabali e 
a RarabaU b Tliraar lOB 

• Oigwt4y b Oeutbara 33- 

Mt but 13 

• Fboock b StovanaoB 18 

(b 3 , lb 1 br 1. Ab 3 ) 33 

(for 4 wbta diael.) m 


1 (or T. 3 (or ». 8 (or in. 4 (or 385 


AA-U'l 

104>38.1 

d-b'U'O 

19-8-71-1 

4-»-18-0 

U- 0 - 5 T -0 

3-0-18-0 

O.LO- 1-1 


(tKD DnnmM) 


b AinarnaUi 3 

e Venaraarkar b Vankat 94 
0 Tajurrindra b Tankat 13 
e Vankat b Bad! 18 

e Vanpaarkar b Vankat 38 
0 Oaakwad b Vankat 31 

e Oavaakar b Vankat 3 
not out 8 

not out 6 

(b 15, lb 10, ar 2. nb 4) 31 

((or 7 wkta) 145 


1|14. 3|B9. 3|63, 4|78, 6|10?. 
•1116, 71133 


8.1-17.0 

5-0-8.1 

34 - 9 - 55-1 

aa-ii-os-o 

2.2-0-0 

l-l-O-O 

l-l-O-O 


Starting the day 54 ahead wftit 
line wickets in hand, India soon las' 
heir reserve wicketkeeper, Khanna, 
t> a 08 tdi by Focock at second slip 
/hich he made look easier than It 
/as. 

This brought together the watchlul 
nd correct Gaekwad and Yajurvinr 
ra Singh for the most profitable 
artnersnip of the innings. They put 
A 136 for the third wicket, mostly 
t the eimnse of the spinners, Cow- 
ty and southern. 

Gaekwad rradied a three-hour 
tntiwy with 19 boundaries before 
iving Turner's occasional medium 
ice a preitigians wicket. Marshall 
eld the catdi at square-leg. 

India delayed the declaration long 
nongh to allow Ga^wad to reach 


his century and to onsuir that most 
of their batsmen liad taken advan¬ 
tage oi a fine batting pilcli. 

Hampshire’s reply got away to a 
bad start : Rock's tentative defence 
was beaten by Aniarnath but Rice 
and Turner handled the spinners 
with the minimum of discomfort. 

Then Rice fell to a diving, one- 
handed catch at backward short leg 
and the rot quickly set in. Turner’s 
sweep gave sbort-lcg a catch and 
Jesty fell at second slip. 

Cowley lifted his head and holed 
out to deep midwicket and although 
Focock resisted for an hour, Hamp¬ 
shire faced defeat at 126 for seven 
before Stephenson ushered Marshall 
and his side to safety. 

A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


ys LStCBSTBRSHIRi 

Leicester 

refuse 
to lose 

1st day 

A GREEN PITCH AT GRACE 
Road and the sun’s delayed 
appearance confronted the Indians 
with conditions more, testing than 
they bad experienced in their three 
previous tour matches. Their total of 
282 belied the tourists’ early strug¬ 
gles in their Holts’ Trophy metm 
against Leicestershire who, at the 
close, were 24 for one. 

In the events of the morning 
there was an echo of the Indians 
match against I«ice!itcrshire in 1967. 
when John Cotton put them to flight 
with 9-29. Having elected to bat, tn^ 
were 19-2, 40-3 and were spared a 
worse plight by Gaekwad surviving 
a slip chance when he was three. 

There was movement and lift in 
the pitch and under heavy cloud It 
stayed fresh until late in the innings. 
These encouraging conditions were 
capably used by Leicestershire's full 
hand of pace bowlers, spearheaded 
by England’s finest young prospect 
in this department, Jonathan Agnew. 

Gavaskar rested, giving Gaekwad 
and Chauhan a chance to compete 
on even terms for the second place 
in India's opening pair for the first 
Teat, Chauhan failed, bowled by Tay¬ 
lor with a superb ball that left him 
late. Gaekwad survived to score 46. 
but erraticallv. 

After batting 154 ininutes, he was 
fifth out at 123. Gaekwad’s contribu¬ 
tion was invaluable to India, but a 
big proportion of his runs came f oni 
snicks through the slips, one of them 
an easv chance. Two others wbUzed 
through at catchable height. 

Agnew, whose pace has not dimi¬ 
nished despite his back injury in 
Australia during the winter, gave 
the Indians a torrid time in his first 
two spells. Taylor was hostile and 
Clift and Shuttleworth asked search¬ 
ing questions. 

Shuttleworth, enjoying a profltabir 
comeback this season, was the most 
successful, with four wickets for .‘>9 
including those of Vishwanath and 
Amamath, who with a top score of 
73 inspired a gallant rally after eight 
wickets had gone for 1B8. 

Vishwanath scored 18, promising an 
innings ot quality until Shuttleworth 
produced a classic ball that nipped 
bark to bowl him. The first substan¬ 
tial stand came from Gaekwad and 
Yashpal Sharma, who put on 79 for 
the fourth widket 



xnotA mr inminos ) 

Chsuhan b Taylor 
Garkwad r Gower b Clift 
Vengrarkar c Taylor b Agnair 
Vlihwanath b Shuttleworth 
Tashpal c Halderatone b Agnoir 
Patel b Citn 
Amarnath e TOIchard 
b Shuttleworth 

Kapil Dev r OariMK b VaylOr 
Ghavrl b Shuttleworth 
Reddy Ibw b Shuttleworth 
Bed! not out 
Rxtraii 

Total 

PAt.t OF WICKCXS: 

tit 2|1» SItntlU S|13t HUS 
7|i9T Siise siaso 

BOWI.mo : 


yuly 7, 8, 

». 

<Mi> rniriMos) 


8 

net out 

It 

48 

b Tuvior 

18 

* 

did nit bat 


U 

dM Mt bat 


46 

b Tbytor 

0 

18 

not out 

U 

78 

did sot bat 


38 

did not bat 


1 

did not bat 


88 

c Taylor b Agaow 

0 

8 

did not bat 


18 


4 

In 

((or 8 Fktf) 

48 


t|K stai. 


Agnevr 

18-1-68-8 


7-1-18-1 

Taylor 

9»«-87-3 


8-8.18-8 

Clitt 

88-4-88-t 


8rl-04l 

Shuttleworth 

Ratderitona 

M-B-aSMI 

4-0-30-0 


t>o-s-o 

IblCEdTEBSaiBE (UT IMKtKafl 

mm imcnron 


Brlrra c Oaokwad b Ohavrt 

8 

e RwMy b Kapil 

88 

Stvrte rotirad hurt 

3 

h Amarmiii 

13 

DudlMton e Amarnath b Ghavri 8 

0 RWIdy b Taahpal 

68 

rwvMnn r Reddv b Ohavrl 

17 

Hrir b iUMmath 

8S 

Qowrr r Reddy b Gbavrl 

4 

e RftPU b Anarnitb 11 

Ualdemtoii b Kapil 

a 

not out 

133 

Tokhard Ibw b Ohavrl 

« 

Ibw b Amarnath 

31 

nitt c Venx<iarkar b Xaoil 
SliutUvuorih e Vlahwanatli 

0 

e mib, b Chauhaa 

37 

b Amarnnth 

14 

did not bat 


Axnrw b Ohavrl 

1 

did not bat 


Ti 4 yk)i not out 

U 

did not bat 

88 

ExtrnH 

13 


TOTAL 

H 

(lor 7 wkts. dad ) 878 


FADt. OF WICKETS : 

1 foi 6 2 for to, 8 for 4t, 4 lOr 47. t for 48, 3 (or 147, S (or 198 

& for 47 b for 48, 7 (or 54. 8 (Or 67, 4 (or 310, 8 (or 3W, 8 (or SOS, 

9 foi 81 7 for 873 


non UMG 

K.ipll 

ItllHMl 

Aniai oath 
Y j thpal 
P«*di 
Cl,nuhen 


1M-4S-7 
17-8-28.5 
1 6 - 1 - 0-1 


36-7.80-1 

27-6-100-0 

88-8-88-4 

3-1-tM 

27-11-66-0 

8.8-0-17-1 


Sharma batted ifl an accomplished 
manner for his 46, the merit of his 
inninss raised bv the fact that he 
had never played on a pitch even 
remotely as green as this one< Amar¬ 
nath aided first by wicketkeeper 
Reddy and then by Bedi, drew on all 
the experience gathered during many 
vears m the northern leagues. 

Leicestershire had exactly an hour’s 
batting at the end of the day. They 
loo had uncomfortable experiences 
.Steele, missing a hook at a bumper 
from Ghavn, had to retire with a 
blow on the head. Dudleston was 
sti uck heavily on the arm and Briers, 
was caught at second slip. 

2nd day 

EICFSTERSHIRE, ROUTED FOR 
B1 in their first innings made a 
for bcttei first of things when &ey 
batted again and, at 159 for two—>42 
runs belund—-they at least were in a 


position to give the touring aide 
something to aim at. 

The Indian seam bowlers, such a 
trial to Leicestershire's batting m 
the early part of the day, held no 
terrois. 

Briers and Dudleston had cleared 
46 runs off the arrears when Kapil 
Dev broke the second-innings open¬ 
ing stand, Briers being canght be- 
hind tor 35. But Dudleston am Bal- 
derstone, looked quite at their aase 
and were soon aealing happily in 
boundaries. 

Dudleston’s SO came with a single 
off Ghavri and Balderstone raised the 
100 partnership with another at Bedi’s 
expense. Though Dudleston was al¬ 
most immediately caught behind for 
58 <df Sharm, Balderstone and Dhvi- 
son saw Leicestershire through to 
the close. 


Leicestershire, ptekiof up theii 
lirst hillings at 24 for one, bnt with¬ 
out the aervioea of S1eelfr<Hrtnick on 
the head while attempting a hook on 
the first day—were swept asldb in 
little more than an hour. 

Ghavri captured four wideets to 
add to his first day’s success, fiaisfaing 
with five for 23 from 17 overs. Kapil 
Dev, smoothly controlled, though 
lackiug his partner’s bristling aggres 
Sion, oiipped in with time to aST 


So Leicestershire joined the un- 
hapiw band of counties (now five in 
number) to be diomissed tor less 
than 100 by Indian touring sides 
Their 81 was 25 rum worse than 
their total against the 1^ Indians 

Only resistance came from the un 
likeliest quarter of seam bowlers 
Shuttleworth and Taylor, who added 
24 for the ninth wicket 

3rd day 

C HRIS BALDERSTONE CAME TO 
Leicestershire's rescue at Grdbe 
Road. He scored his first century of 
the season and denied the Indians a 
chance of securing a morale-boostim; 
victory before the start of the fiist 
Test 


The match, which had seen Leices 
tershire collapse to 81 all out in then 
first innings, seemed set for an intri 
guing finishing at the start of the 
day. 


Leicestershire, who had followed 
on, resumed their second innings 42 
runs behind with eight wickets in 
tact, but the contest petered out un 
tidily into a draw. 

At first Ghavri, the pace bowler 
accused of throwing, seemed to br 
the centre of attention, but it was 
the slower Amarnath who reaped the 
greater reward on an unreliable 
wideet in use for the first time. 

Amarnath collected three impor 
tant victims before lunch, those of 
Davison, Gower and Steele, end then 
removed folchard just as he had 
struck up a useful partnership with 
Balderstone. 

But Balderstone, with the bai' 
coming through at head, chest and 
knee height from the Indian attack 
applied himfelf perfectly showinx 
caution for the most part and a touch 
of occasional fiair. 

He had batted soundly tor six anu 
three-ouarter hours and was 122 nut 
out when Leicestershire eventuallv 
declared at 372 for seven at the tex 
interval. 

The tourists were duly set 172 to 
win in 25 minutes and the final 20 
overt. Understandably, they ahowrd 
little interest, promoting middle-order 
batsmen to see out the day With seven 
overs remaining the matdi ended i« 
a draw with the tourists 49 for three 

A CORRESPONDENT 
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\S SOON AS GffAVRI BIT 
the England captain 
between the eyes, and then 
damaged two more Test 
prospects., the English players, 
the Press, and the Test and 
County Cricket Board with 
hidden cameras turned their 
full focus on him. 

Ghavri did not seem 
perturbed; his action has been 
questioned before, if never so 
closely scrutinised. Nobody 
went quite as far as to discredit 
him unreservedly, not in the 
Press, nor on TV where 
Ghavri's profile has featured 
wore prominently than 
YenkaVs. 

All were waiting for the filrr. 
i<o be developed and studied, 
h has now been done and 
presumably he has been 
cleared; and so it will remain 
wuil Ghavri gets into the 
wickets or a few more 
Pr ospects. There have been 
Numerous occasions over the 
/ears when English players 
nei c doubted the validity of 
action which has caused 
hem physical damage. Ghavri 
f the latest in a distinguished 


While Ghavri and Kapil Dev 
have forced the batsmen to 
duck and weave most 
awkwardly, making one 
wonder how they intend to 
negotiate the quicker bowlers 
of the world, it is 
unfortunately not the 
opposition but his own team 
v:hich M causing some 
concern to Venkat, Bedi, 
Chandra and Amamdth are 
below full fitnessk They will 
have to be rested, and this 
leaves little choice but to 
use the already overbowled 
openers as siockbowlers. This 
is exactly what one feared 
when India came on this 
tour with a paucity of bowlers 
and a surfeit of batsmen. Both 
Yashpol and Ydjurvindra 
have batted weJl^ by simply 
following the basic tenets of 
playing side on and getting 
behind the baU. They have 
also been quick in the field, 
but as tong as opportunity 
continues to, be reserved for, 
the more establish^), both 
will becomermare and more 
expert at serving drinks or 
currying messages. 

Yet the atmosphere in ik 
dressing room is less dismal 
than it was after India’s 


performance in the Prudential 
Tr^hy. The team has sf tiled 
dffum, though this is no 
guarantee that it is going to 
vfin; that pot^ibikty seems 
unlVcely. 

The players are of course 
not too pleased (except about 
the money) with the prospect 
of playiny 17 Test matches 
in a few short months, and 
in between fulfilling local 
commitments. The ICC 
meeting wa» a bit of a let 
down for the Indian Board 
which rather tamely withdrew 
from its miginal tough stand. 
As things turned out, England 
and Australia got together to 
confirm the Packer-Parish 
programme, the West Indies 
ana New Zealand kept a 
discreet silence, and India in 
her attempt to block the 
Australian visit, in retaliation 
to the cancfUation of her 
otvn tour to that country, 
found herself with no 
support. Instead, she 
gratefully accepted Pakistan’s 
proposal to save the situation 
by paying six Test matches 
in India, and England agreed 
to celebrate the Board’s golden 
jubilee by playing one Test 
in Bombay. Mr Chinnasummy 
had no choice but to accept 
tlte changed programme, no 
doubt feeling well compensated 
with thoughts of certain 
profits. Also the Indian fans 
are no dotibt satisfied with the 
prospect of watching the 
attractive Pakistan side. 

The prospects for the Indian 
team ate not so bright. Some, 
players are already looking a 
little tired, and one suspects 
that there are soon going to 
be a few new faces on the 
Indkm cricketing scene. And 
thed does not seem too bad 
an idea. 
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BIRMINGHAM IS SAID 1X> BE 
D full of Indians, many of whom 
usuaify tbnmg to <the ground when¬ 
ever India is playing here. On the 
first day there oouhf not have been 
more Aan 20 or so scattered around 
in the half , empty stands. 


This is apparently how much In¬ 
dia’s performance in the World Cup 
has affected local enthusiasm. The 
cricketers’ morale was also at a low 
and Venkat’a problems were further 
aggravated when Bedi declared him- 
su unfit, on the morning of the 
match, a^ a limping Chandra was 
forced to take his place. 


M.A.K. PATAUDI reports from 
Edgbaston. 



12 tan Botham—seven wickets in the match, and onlit ska awau from 100 


The Indim’s have been a little 
over defensive these past two weeks 
which is perhaps to be expected, 
and so prefertM Gaekwad in the 
middle-order to the more enterpri¬ 
sing Patel or the two younger bats¬ 
men, Yasbpal and Yajurvindra, both 
of whom have shown some ability 
with the bat in their infrequent 
appearances. 

Gaekwad’s style and attitude is* 
unsuited to the middle-order. Batting 
at No S for India often entails con¬ 
fronting two kinds of situations. 
Either she is three down for very 
little or three down for a little more. 

In both cases it makes sense to 
have a player who is able and pre¬ 
pared for aggression. Gaekwad’s de¬ 
fence, however commendable it may 
be, can only contribute to further 
pressure. 

To compound his troubles Venkat 
lost the toss and Brearley took the 
first strike on a wicket that was slow 
and easy, though it had some varia¬ 
ble bounce. 

The English batsmen led by Go 
wer and Boycott, and admirably sup 
ported by Gooch, Miller and Botham, 
then proceeded to take full toll of an 
attack which apart from Kapil Dev 
looked sadly below the Test stan¬ 
dard. 


In 1967 Boycott had scored 240 
runs, in whac one felt was in as 
many hours. He was then dropped. 
Today he was quite as slow and just 
as efficient, and the only time he 
looked awkward was when Ghavri 
bounced at him. From the first ball 
to the last when Kapil caught him 
in front with an ia-cutter, Boycott 
gave no semblance of a diance and 
only once when he played down the 
wrong line to Kapil was he in trou¬ 
ble. It was a prof^onal and idtiless 
exhibition of batsmanship which 
destroyed all hope and resigned the 
Indians to the inevitable. It was also 
thoroughly boring and a true reco¬ 
mmendation for umited-ovcrs cricket. 

Thankfully, Gower and Gooch 
played with total contrant. Gower has 
already built himself an enviable re¬ 
putation, his only fault being some 
lapses of concentration whira have 

S revented him from amassing a 
irge score. That is now in the past. 





nissed a couple of tunes to Kapil 
ind Chandra. Otherwise he showed 
I wide variety of strokes, with more 
hau enough time to play them. Cog- 
and -has rarely produced a left- 
lander of exceptional class. Gower 
ould become one of them. 


Admittedly, the wicket was alow 
ind the bowling in no way hostile 
>ut Gower was at his best from the 
H'ginning, especially against Cban- 
Ira who has been known to test 
nany a left-hander. 


But even before him Gooch in 
lis compact innings, which included 
I heavily smitten six off Venkat, 
lad exposed India’s limitations. Giv- 
ng Boycott a 3&ovcr start, Gooch 
apidly overhauled him in the 60s, 
Inving and cutting the seamers and 
'iving some impetus to a slumbering 
nnings. He was just as hard on the 
pinaer.s and by the time fbe irre- 
)re.ssib]c Kapil had him caught bc- 
lind, the Indian bowling was al- 
eady looking toil-worn. 

then Gower, Botham and Miller 
uok advantage of an attack deple- 
cd by injuries and England forged 
icr lo a huge total of 633 for 5; 
ind committ^ herself to bowling 
ndia out twic% in just over three 
lays. 

r E LAST TWO DAYS HAD BEEN 
most frustrating for the Indian 
:aptain. He had an unfit Chandra, 
vho never found his length or direc- 
-ion, and when Amaroath retired 
vith a strained back, Venkat was 
eft with three bowlers on a docile 
vicket and a fast outfield. He was 
n more trouble when neither his 
)ff-spinners nor Ghavri’s quicker 
.luff made any impression and he 
tad no choice but to rely very hea- 
iiy on Kapil Dev. Fortunately Kapil 
>r^uced an outstanding and sus- 
ained performance which has im¬ 
pressed all 


Kapil does not lack stamina noi 
he will to work for long hours, with 
ittle appreciable loss of pace. What 
te does lacik is the ability to control 
the swing of the iRw ball, espe- 
Mlly when he is trying lo bowl too 
:ast. 

His line strayed and Reddy had 
o depend on considerable agility 
Khind the stumps. Later as the ball 
lost its shine, Kapil was content to 
ixiwl a better li&e and no mattei 
.bat bis five wickets cost him hea- 
I'ily it was a fine effort, supported 
>vell by Reddy. A little guidance 
and a few weeks’ experience, and 
India can look forward to a bowler 
>f some consequence, wbidi on this 
'bowing can hardly be said of the 
ithers. 


The Indian fielding also left much 
to be desired. The contrast between 
the sides was too obviously noticea¬ 
ble. The Englishmen were active 
Kith a sense of purpose, the Indians 
listless and seemingly resigned to 



England's tulcket-keeper Tayior and bowler Botham congratulate each 
other after their combination got) rid off Vishwanath for 51. Olhen are 
(from left) Gower, RandaU fbdhmd Botham), Edmonds, Goocn and 
Hendrick. 


their fate, though to be fair one 
must accept that in similar circum¬ 
stances, it is difficult to be other¬ 
wise. 

In the evening of the second day, 
England went all out to capture 
Gavaskar's wicket. This was denied 
but she was happy enough to those 
of Chauban and Vengsarkar. Chau- 
han as is his habit took bis eyes oil 
a bouncer, which failed to rise a.s 
much as expected and gave Gooch a 
straight forward catch in the slip.s, 
and Vengsarkar for some incxplica 
,ble reason pushed forward casually 
to the last ball of the day and pre¬ 
sented Gooch with an even simplier 
catch at silly point. Ihis made India 
59 for 2 and the struggle began. 


E ngland with old unavai 

lable had decided to leave out 
Lever who is having a successful 
season and included Willis, who has 
been out practice and form. It 
was a gamble that paid ample divi¬ 
dends as the game progressed .to its 
inevitable end. 

The third morning saw Gavaskar 
and Vishwanath face Headricks and 
Willis. In the initial stages neither 
was comfortable and a number of 
deliveries went by perilously close 
to the bat. Hendricks was moving 
the ball away at a sharp pace, and 
Willis with his windmill-like action 
benefited from the uneveness of the 
bounce. Gradually the two batsmen 
settled down with Vishwanath as he 
does, when the ball Ls moving 
around, looking surer than his more 
prolific partner, 

WHh this pair gaining confidence 
witii every over, and the score 


mounting slowly, Brcarley replaced 
Willis who had howled well but with 
no luck, and brought on Botham. 
This is another player whose reputa¬ 
tion had preceded him hut on the 
evidence of the first spell it looked 
as if then* wa.s some exaggeration. 
He swings th© ball fairly late and 
mostly away from the right-hander, 
now and then he slips in an in-swin¬ 
ger, hut the accuracy was missing 
and the batsmen felt decidedly hap¬ 
pier with the relief. 

As Gavaskar began to emulate 
Boycott though in a more attractive 
manner Brearlcy rang some quick 
bowling changes, ev^ brinmng Boy- 
«)tt for a few overs of innocuous 
in-swing. Just os the gloom was 
cleanng in the Indian dressing room, 
Gavaskar brought about his own 
downfall, by going for a nonexistent 
single to Randall of all people. He 
was three yards out as Taylor broke 
the wicket. 

Gaekw.xl stuck it out for 25 runs 
as Vishwanath took over the respon¬ 
sibility of saving his sWo. Eventually 
Edniond.s had him caught off bat pad 
at silly point, and after that it wa.s 
only a duesuon of time before the 
innings folded up, though not with¬ 
out some show of defiance by Amar- 
nath, who went on a gainful hook¬ 
ing spree against Botham, and Ven¬ 
kat who twice eased Edmonds into 
the stands over mid-wicket. 

Brearliw had interchanged his 
seamers frequently with the spinners, 
mostly Edmonds, who with bis 
height and style resembles Durrani 
to some extent. He had attacked 
throughout, which with 600 runs in 
the kitty is- not so difficult. The 
fielding bad been alert, though Ven- 

1 



',/ 



0f cricket 

courts COWDREY 

^ HAVE GROWN $0 ACCUS- 
W tomed to the exdtemeats and 
' dtticldy cfaeni^g dramai of linii- 
m-over criocet U|at we’lbtd it 
difflcuU to attune to the' ioDg 
drawn-out old-style Teat matco 
enacted at Edgbaaton. 

I have been surprised haw many 
niurmaUy very keen crlmtiKu; 
friends have expreaaed boredom^ to 
the inevitaUli^ of the rtuaconiitg 
on this perfect batting pitch. 

For myself, 1 eniw^^ the niddeh, 
contrast in the cnwet 'Thia' Waa 
the formula which I came to ea- 
pect in my early Teat matches and 
county matches, too. , 

Then of course, there was no 
limitation after 100 overs end the 
captain in the field was Often at 
his wit’s end tiying to enmeer 
the next wicket from sonwwhere; 

Venkat, the Indian ^tein, Was 
very unhuhy to lose Blshaa Bedi 
on the moraing of the^ match, to 
have Chandraraekhar playing, but 
unfit and one of bis fast bcwlers.;^ 
Amamath—hobling 'off the field 
the second morning. 

That made his task a. thankless 
one and there is no doubt that the 
combinatiim of Bedi and Venkat, 


tv. iuikMh'ted hy Chandra, two c£ them 
' j'worKingIn tendem for ^g 
. 'periods would have provided more 
rf an exacting Test for Goc^ and 
Gower; 

' But it was a good thing for aic 
ket, 1 felt, to see both cabins 
having to wait and buy thm tlfr 
kets rather Ifaan wait for laid idro- 
kes from batsc^ squeezed into 
taking fame riuu. 

In my garly Test mid<^ I 
came to expect a day and h tea 
in the field, sometime more.. How 
many tiines in Brearley’s .aelgn as 
E^and cntaitt. I wcmder, hH be 
had to sohuer on lefsion 

without hdciiig a wicket, .as M ^d 
until ihorfly before lunch ph the 
third, day. His plight mlvit .teve 
lasted all day, wtet’s more, hui; for 
an fstonisbing piece of cricket 
from Randalt. 

Gavaffkar was beginning to . look 
more solid than Boycott a thet is 
poBslhle, and there was a double 
hundred written all over him as 
he applied himself with marvellous 
poise and* concentration. Out of the 
bhie RandaU pounced fipom wide 
mid-ott and his deadhr throw brou- 
dit Gavaskar’s downfall, a product 
^ dvnr there was, <ff' m-m 
criritet • ; , 

■ t. • • 

Randal! may not have, -mnte 
many runs to this nutrii but with 
that one act he is l40 up in nw 
h^K -BrilVaat as this * < 
toucff wgs, 1 commend hldf for a 
longer spell of ancient technique 
when he bets again especially early 
in his innings. 


If Walter Hammond were aBve 
today he wmild be seuffing him 
the helpful message that he used 
to send me: “Get your tead be 
hind the line of the bill and pliw 
straight into tiie V..,inid-tfff, mid- 
on and the bowler. It was good 
enough for me and it would be 
good advice for 100 yfars. 

After all this'vms’the basis of 
Geoff Boycott’s game as he laid 
the foundation to our big score. 
Perhaps te coaM have taken 
cbiurge a tittle earner, but in fair¬ 
ness he doesn’t have so jnany 
(Hlportunities of pkoting long inn¬ 
ings in today’s programme of 
cricket. 

t have a feeling that if Boycott 
gets in again ay Headingley he 
wHl end at 209 rather than 109 at 
the end of the first day, mindful 
that in 1930 against a full England 
gttack, the Eton ended up 309 not 
out at the end of the first day, 
commenting to the steward on the 
gate; “Nice bit of practice for to¬ 
morrow.” 

I take my hat off to Willis, a 
little fortunate to play here ahead 
of Lever. He bowled quite sup¬ 
erbly with no luck. He is a strong 
man, fyll of courage, still our best 
truly fast bowler when there is no 
help ini the wicket. 

! 

The Indian batsmen, to their 
fought it out well, before 
^ lajer afternoon collapse (on 
the thh-d day), and the tussle 
madcf good watching as far as 1 
war concerned. 


kat had been dropped, but by then 
it wa$ too late. 


There were moments when Gava.s- 
kar and Vishwanath had almo.st sub 
dued .the English bowling, and the 
possibility of saving the follow on 
did not seem so remote. Also later 
when Venkat and Reddy applied 
themselves with com monsense the 
hostility disappeared. But today as 
it has in the' past Indian batting 
invited disaster and when Reddy so 
foolishly threw away his wicket, Ga¬ 
vaskar and Chauhan had to come 
out and face three unfriendly ovcr.s. 


'ikflTH A HUGE DEFICIT AND 
vv two days to go, one imagined 
that discreition would be the watch 
word. But not so with Chauhan, who 
began as if he wanted to score the 
329 runs all by himself and that too 
before lunch! He slashed repeated¬ 
ly outside the off stump, mudi to 
the amusement of the English com¬ 
mentators and the annoyance of the 
bowlers. For those who bav« seen 
more of Chauhan there was nothing 
unique in this exhibition. This is 
tiie way Oiauhan plays; he gets 
away with it, at other times his 
exit is quickly guaranteed. 


Today was bis day and with the 
cordon of slips crouching in anticipa¬ 
tion, he cut his way to 5ff before 
driving at Willis, with feet firmly 
planted, ft a>uld got have been a 
satisfying innings, yet it served the 
urpose of proving that the wicket 
eld little danger, and more sensible 
batting would make the bowlers 
work hard for success. 

Unfortunately, only Gavaskar and 
Vishwanath paid any heed, while the 
others threw in their hand. Gavaskar, 
as he did in the first innings, looked 
set for u hundred. Vishwanath, a 
little less sure, played some glorious 
shots square of the wicket. Both 
were out to deliveries they could not 
help playing at. 

For the rest it was very temporary 
occupation of the crease. Botham, 
this time bowling a better line, and 
swinging the ball, wrapped up the 
middle-order, and with some help 
from Hendricks, the tall also. 

India was well and truly beaten by 
a aide which played superior cricket. 
Nor can India take refuge in an.V 
excuses. The wicket was fiat, though 
intelligent .bowling did prodnee re¬ 


sults. The weather was fine and one 
could well have been playing in 
Delhi. India did field throughout 
much of England’s innings with 
virtually three bowlers, and a large 
total was a foregone conclusion. It 
was left to her batsmen to save the 
game and they were overawed by 
the task. Gavaskar and Vishwanath 
were a cut above the others, but 
neither scored heavily enough, and 
their colleagues in this game anyway 
lacked the necessary outlook or ex¬ 
pertise. 

England Is a better team though 
tbe margin of the win does not truly 
indicate the difference in ability. 
Perhaps the next match will restore 
some parity, but .some changes will 
have to be made, espedally In the 
batting order. 

If one is to lose, one way as well 
do it with some younger players in 
the side. It could ontv be a better 
investment for the future, hut in this 
case it will at least raise the fielding 
to some standard. 

Photographs: 

PATRICK EAGAR 
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{Day by 
day report 

MICHAEL MELFORD 
1st day 

N THIS SORT OF PITCH, AND 
against bowling which prospers 
{nainly by the batsman's errors, there 
is noone whom one would bade with 
more 1»>nfidence to see the day 
through than Boycott. 

Be probably made only three or 
four false strokes all day, but he 
was greatly helped by Gooch and 
Gower, who spared him worries about 
tite rate of scoring. The Indians, 
especially Kapil Dev, who bowled 27 
overs and took all three wickets, 
stuck it out reasonably well on a 
humid day. 

ft may be that the England bow¬ 
lers, especially Botham, would have 
proved more effective than were 
India’s. But, on the whole. 1 think 
the Indian batsmen were entitled to 
ponder wistfully about the opportu¬ 
nity to boost the side’s morale which 
winning the toss would probably have 
given them. 

The selection of the teams gave 
the day a controversial start. The 
preference for Willis’.s extra pace 
and the omission, yet again, of 
John Lever seemed a pity and, on 
recent form, a surprise; but the inclu¬ 
sion of Chandrasekhar was far more 
baffling. 

On Wednesday he withdrew with 
a strained Achilles tendon. But, when 
Bedi wa.s ruled out by a stiff neck, 
Chandra was fft to play, a rare tri¬ 
bute to Indian powers of recupera¬ 
tion. 

The morning’s play was not a sti¬ 
mulating advertisement for Teat 
cricket. The bowling was wild, the 
wicketkeeping untidy and the batt¬ 
ing wary, so that at one time the runs 
scored from the bat led extras only 
by 21-20. 

Boycott rattled up two runs in the 
first 55 minutes during which he was 
once close to being Ibw to Kapil Dev, 
Brearley was slightly more active, 
hut two overs before lunch waa late 
in moving across to a ball from Kapil 
Dev and was caught low down at the 
wicket. 

After lundi Boycott, then 20, might 
have been caught at second slip off 
the medium-paced Amarnath, but It 
was Randall who was next to go. 
Having cheered up the proceedings 
with thne positive strokes, he readi¬ 
ed our^to a ball from Kapil Dev 
BWinging away from his and the 
catdi again just carried to the 
wicketkeeper. 
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So far, the dead pitdi had been a 
convincing winner over both hat and 
ball, but to Gooch the half-volleys 
seemed the more welcome t<nr not 
bouncing much and they began to 
flow through the covers with inuna- 
culate timing. 

Boycott, who had generally had 
less of the strike than his partners, 
reached 50 out of 163 in three hours 
S5 minutes but by then was using 
his feet to Venkat, whose off-spin 
looked innocuous on this pitch. 

Chandra, whose menace has alw^s 
come from unexpected bounce, was 
still more frustrated, and Gooch 
accommodated himself freely, pass¬ 
ing SO in only 83 minutes. Before tea 
he overtook Boycott by driving Ven¬ 
kat over mid-off for six. 

After tea, Boycott drove superbly 
past extra cover, Gooch did the same 
off the back foot and they converged, 
Gooch leading, on a century vrnich 
was, incidentally, worth 100 bottles 
of diampagne. 

At 235, however, when they had 
added 145, the leader fell. Kapil Dev 
thumped in a short, wide one that 
left Gooch who, in an over-confident 
moment, held out his bat and touch¬ 
ed it to the wicketkeeper. 

Thereafter Boycott played straigh- 
ter than ever, with one mis-hook an 
isolated blemish, while Gower suppli¬ 
ed the light relief, picking the gaps 
with seemingly effortless ease. 

Gower was in need of runs rot, 
admirable though his temperament 
Is, his method is easy to misinterpret. 
If you hit the ball casually for four, 
you are said to have an enormous 
amount of time in which to play, 
which Gower undoubtedly has. If by 
some ill chance you miss, however, 
vou are likely to be thought of a.s 
lacking the application required for 
Test cricket. 

Anyhow, he could see all the app¬ 
lication In the world in full working 
order at the other end and after live 
hours and 40 minutes. Boycott duly 
pushed the new ball off his legs and 
reached the 100 which had seemed 
inevitable all day. 


2nd day 

NGLAND ADDED 315 RUNS ON 
the second day and declared at 633 
for live, a score which they have only 
twice exceeded in Test matches at 
home—both times against Australia 
in 1938. 

Gower played a wealth of specta¬ 
cular strokes for six hours in^thc 
highest innings of his career, sharina 
in a stand of 191 with Boycott and 
an unbroken one of 165 with Miller. 

India’s batting in the last 75 
minutes was a considerable impro¬ 
vement on their bowling and field¬ 
ing but 10*2 hours in the field i.« 
never an ideal prelude to an innings 



and England’s outcriefcet was, of 
course, tar superior to their own. 

They lost two wickets for 59 and 
by the end were looking as if they 
would have problems with Edmonds, 
and doubtless Miller, on a pitch 
starting to take a little spin. 

The Indians’ problems soon aci'- 
umulated yesterday morning as 
Amarnath retired in mid-over with a 
straintExl hip, Chandra began limping 
and Gower set off at a brisk pace 
giving the bowlers no chance to re¬ 
cover the confidence lost on the first 
day. 

Chandra’s length strayed enough 
foi Boycott to drive him for three 
fours in successive balls and in the 
first hour England made 80 runs. 

Apart from a slightly hazardous 
over when 91 against Chandra, dur¬ 
ing which he must have tx^en ncarlv 
Ibw pulling across a ball which kept 
even lower than usual. Gower for all 
hi.s fluency look few risks. 


On this slow pitch he could leave 
his stroke quite extra-ordinary late 
which was useful as the ball .some 
lime.s scudded along the ground. 

Always looking for an erior in 
length, he found it more often than 
ordinary mortals would have done 
and, off back foot and front, he 
found the gaps in the field with 
equal frequency. 

To the general surprise, including 
his own, Boycott was out after mak¬ 
ing 42 very well-made runs in 95 
minutes, i'laying forward and sight¬ 
ly across a bail which came back to 
liirn in the first over of Kapil Dev’.s 
second .spell, he was Ibw. 

Tbl, brought in Botham who in the 
2.1 minutes before Junch made 29 
runs with some massive uff-drivc.s 
and one whirling, seemingly uncon¬ 
trolled hook off Kapil Dev wbi(± was 
in tact middled and went for six. 

While this was going on and 
Botham wa.s making 33 out of 42, 
Gower reached a high class 100, his 
third in Test matches, in three and 
a quarter hours. 

After lunch Botham’s ambitions 
led him to be caught at square leg 
off a no-ball and then bowled pla.v- 
ing outside a ball from Kapil Dev 
which came back a little. 

Miller has not often come in with 
runs as easy to find as now against 
bowling which was not accurate 
enough to meet the exacting demands 
of a sluggish pitch and against field¬ 
ing which has not yet moved into 
the era of the full-length drive. 

Gower went on pierdng the field 
with a scintillating flow of perfectly 
timed strokes, Miller contributed 
some high class strokes of his own 




and in the 115 minulcs betnre tee 
they made 129 runs together. 

By the time Brearley declared 
nearly half an hour after tea they 
had pa.sscd the stand of 159 by 
Graveney and Evans which had stood 
since 1952 as England’s highc.st foi 
the sixth wicket against India. 

The pilch looked much less re¬ 
luctant when Willis and Botham fired 
ciway on it with a new bail and in 
his second over Botham produced an 
unkind short one which to a bats¬ 
man of Chauhan's small stature lift¬ 
ed chest-high. He tried to take the 
iiat away but failed and was splendid¬ 
ly caught low at third slip by Gooch. 

I’he faster bowler did not make 
much impression on Gavaskar but 
lie was in some doubt against 
l-dmonds. 

Vengsarkar, a good looking playci 
lalier than most Indian batsmen, also 
idayed some positive strokes through 
the close attacking field and away 
»vcr the fast outfield. But in the 
last over of the day Edmonds turned 
a ball to him and Gooch picked up 
a smart catch right-handed at point. 


3rd day 

I NDIA FOLLOWED ON AT TWE 
end of play, but that disguises 
the fact that the England bowlers 
did not take a wicket until K 
minutes before tea. The only wicket 
which had fallen, the precious one 
of Gavaskar, was through a run-out 
which almost certainly saved England 
much suffering, because Gavaskar’s 
2tWh Test 100, and many more runs 
besides, seemed on the way. 

The other vital wicket, that of 
Vishwanath, was taken by Edmonds 
at a most opportune momeot for 
England in the 85tb over. It enabled 
Brearley to let his fast bowlers loose 
before tea. and the innings went into 
decline as The new ball bounced more 
and Willis handsomely justified the 
faith in his extra pace. 

England held their catches, fielded 
as well as evci and overall gave a 
worthy performance in a more diffi¬ 
cult context than they have met in 
the field in recent scries. Some of 
the tactics seemed unnecessarily 
defensive, with much bowling round 
the wicket, inviting the batsmen to 
make mistakes. But on this occasion 
it worked. 


, pomi on the day, 

wr Vishwanath bad 

batted soundly foi more than 100 
minutes came when Gavaskar started 
for a run to the right of mid-wicket 
sent back. Randall’s sp^d 

.s'umps were in his most 

wooM stm operation 

would still not have succeeded if 

standing back to Willis, had 
not been so quick up to the wicket. 

the wicket. 

- Vishwanath and to 
Gackwad who, m an angular and 
impressive way, baited lor two 
wSh Edmonds bad Vish- 

pad ^ ““8ht at point off bat and 

At this, the shortage of incident 
was swiftly 
““t® humour, as 
If ^ ‘he new 

S'; £"5i 'S. ‘ 

.hooe® bent, unexpcc- 
chopped the 
‘0 thirt slip, 
where Hendrick knocked it up for 
second slip, Botham, to catch it 





After tea there was a divcrtini; 
period while Botham bowled short to 
Amaroath. which must have seemed 
strange to those who did nut know 
that in India two-and a-half years ago 
Araarnath's enthusiasm for the hook 
was often a great help to the Eng¬ 
land bowk-rs. 

This time he booked successfully, 
though never convincingly enough to 
discourage Botham. And the contest 
was still in full swing when Willis 
confounded all theories by bowling 
Amarnath between bat arid pad as 
he aimed to drive a half volley. Ven 
kal, coming in at number 10 with 80 
minutes left, badly needed to gain 
time to save his best batsmen for 
the next day. 

He held out so well for 55 minutes 
with the competent Reddy—hitling 
his first _ four balls from Edmonds 
for 16 with an uppish cut and two 
well struck pulls for six—that by the 
time the deserving Hendrick finished 
off the innings Gavaskar and Chau- 
han needed to bat for only three 
overs, 

4th day 

INDIA'S THREAT TO TAKE THE 
i First Cornhill Test tCornbill 
Insurance Co. is sponsoring the 
scries) well into the fifth day^ faded 
abruptly on July 16 evening when 
Botham and Hendrick, with the new 
ball, took the last six wickets fur 26. 
Botham's share was 4 for 10 in five 
overs and England won by an inn¬ 
ings and 83 runs. 

This was scarcely predictable as 
Gava.skar and Chauhan batted safely, 
, even confidently, through the morn¬ 
ing and the score reached 124 for no 
wicket, but the loss of Gavaskar and 
two others soon after lunch cast a 
cloud over the innings. 

No great damage was suffered for 
sometime afterwards but during the 
afternoon Botham began to swing 
the ball enough to undermine even 
f'ishvvanath's confidence. 

If the new ball swung more and 
bounced more than the old one, 
which was a reasonable assumption, 
the batsmen had problems ahead. So 
it proved—and in 40 minutes 227 to< 
4 became 253 all out. 

Bv 6 o’clock the match was over, 
David Gower was receiving the £300 
a.s 'Man of life Match’ and some re¬ 
criminations were doubtless starting 
on the Indian side over the original 
selection of their team. 

Their 16 players include a surfeit 
of batsmen and bare minimum of 
bowlers, some of them not in the 
first flush of robust youth. This puts 
ton great a premium on winning the 
toss and running up a big score. 

The Indian batsmen, Chauhan 
especially, began the day in a strange 
utmost feverish mood, firing off stro¬ 
kes at balls which scarcely wairan- 


liidU VN Knxlnnd, ptayml at KdK- 
bH<tl«li tin Jiilv 12, IS, 14 Md 18. 

KN(1I,ANI) (Iht INNiNGA) : 


Bi'piirlpy V Heddy It Ka|>ll 24 

Boyriilt lliw b Kapil 16S 

Riimlall <• nt'ildy Knpfi '•> 

Giiocli <• Rwldy b Ktipil W 

flowrr not out 200 

Ibithnm b Kupll S3 

Miller not inil ®8 

ExIliiH (b-4. Ibr27. w-11. nb-W) SO 

Total . (tor 5 wkts decl.) 68.1 


FAU. OF WICKETS ; 


1 for S6. 2 tor SO, 2 lor 236, 4 for 42S 
6 for 468 

BOWUNO ; 


Kupll Ohv 

Ghttvrl 

Amarn.'ilh 

ChandruMckhar 

Venhatraehnvnn 

rtiiekwnd 

r.'hauhaii 


48-15-146-6 

38.6-12S-0. 

l.t.2-2-47-0 

29-1-113-0 

31-4-107-0 

3-0-12-0 

3-0-19-0 


INDIA (iDl ENN1NU8) : 


Gavaskar run out 61 

Chauhan n Goorh h Botham 4 

Venffsarkar c Gooch b Bdmonds 22 

Vlsliwniinth c Botham b Bdmonds 78 

Oaekwad c Botham b Willis 26 

Amarnath b WilUs -31 

Kapil Dev Ibw b Botham 1 

Ghavri c Brearley b Willis 6 

RetIdy b Hendrick 21 

Vpnkiitrnahavan c Botham 

Li Hendrick 28 

Cliiindrasekhar not out 0 

Extras (b-1, lb-4, nb-12. w-3) 2ft 

TOTAL : 297 


FALL OF WICKETS: 

1 for LS. 2 for 69. 3 for 129. 4 for 206. 
6 for 209. a (or 210, 7 for 229, 8 for 
261. 9 for 294. 


hOWLINO : 


Willis 

Hendrick 

Botham 

Edmonds 

Bovoolt 

Miller 


24-9-39-8 

24.1-9-36-2 

26-4-86-2 

26-11-80-2 

5-1-8-0 

ll-S-18-n 


INDIA (2nd INNIKOH) : 


Gavaskar c Gonrh It Hendrick 68 
Chauhan r Randall b Willis 56 
Venpsarkar < Edmonds h Hendrick 7 
VIshwannth r Taylor b Botham 51 
CiaekWHd r Gooch b Botham 16 
Anioinath Iba- It Botham 10 

Kapil Ppv c Kendrick h Bothdm 21 
Ghavri c, Randall h Hendrick 4 

Keildy Ibw b Hendrick ’0 

V-nk!tlr,iRh,ivan Ibw b Botham 0 
Chsndiasekhar not out 0 

Extr s (b-7. lh-12. nb-2) 21 

TOTAI. ”1b3 


FAI,I. OF WH'RETB : 


I for 124, 2 fur 136, 3 for 136, 4 fur 
182. .5 for 227, R for 240. 7 for 249. 
8 for 2'si, 9 (■>!• 261. 

BOWLING : 


Willis 

Botham 

Hendrick 

Edmonds 

Milter 

Gooch 


14..3-46-1 

29-8-70-6 

20,4-8-4&.4 

17-6-37-0 

9-1-27-0 

6-3-8-0 


Encland won by an Innlaff Md' 
n mni. 


ted them. Chauhan’s first hall of the 
day was a good length one fren 
Hendrick which he drove uppislih 
between fourth slip and gully. 

Soon they established that inni 
were available without undue rist 
and batted through the laornint 
with scarcely an uncomfortable nio 
Rient, if one excludes occasiona 
swishing and missing by Chauhan. 

They made 110 in the morning'i 
play and, though it could not hr 
said that Chauhan was impregnable 
the pitch offered little to bowler; 
fast or slow and Gavaskar played ar 
innings of the highest class. 

For five balls after lunch thu 
happy situation continued, then Hen 
dricK, with his high arm. once more 
persuaded a ball to lift uttexpectediy 
and Gavaskar was caught at third 
slip. 

At once the batting ]a«k(‘d more 
vulnerable and half-an-hour latci 
Chauhan, driving at a wide ball 
from Willis with his feet tar awa.\ 
from the point of cuntad, gave 
cover point a simple catch. In the 
next over Hendrick brought a ball 
back to have Vengsarkar caught al 
short-leg off bat and pad. 

In the second hour of the after 
noon Botham settled at the city end 
reduced his pace and in an cxcclleni 
spell swung the ball more than at 
any time in the match. Edmund.'' 
bowled well at the other end and 
twice in three overs Vishwaiitlr, tha, 
brilliant player of spin, v/as missed 
off him. 

Having turned a ball firmly to a 
very close backward short-leg, (Hen 
drick) and survived, Vishwanath 
advanced down the pitch and might 
have been stumped off a ball which 
must almost have bowled him. 

These rare blemishes in England's 
fieldings were handsomely balanced 
by one of their best catches when 
Gaekwad, driving at a slower out' 
swinger from Botham, was marvtll 
ously caught low and at the full eX' 
tent of the left arm by Gooch. 

Vishwanath and Amarnath staycc 
together in increasing discomfort foi 
70 minutes, Amarnath surviving aga 
inst Edmonds with the greatest 
luck, but Botham’s first delivery with 
the new ball was a perfect out- 
swinger which had Vishwanath 
caught at the wicket. 

In his second over Botham had 
Amarnath Ibw and- in his third he 
had Kapil Dev, forcing off the back 
foot, caught at second slip,. 

Of the 26 runs scored after Vish' 
wanath was fifth out, Kapil Dev 
scored 21, vigorously if not all in 
the direction intended, and in the 
absence of Willis who had retired 
with an offending rib muscle. Hen 
drick helped Botham to tidy up the 
innings with the minimum of oppo 
sition. 





QOODBYEAU! 
WE LL MSS YOU 

HENRY COOPER, former European heavyweight 
champion, on the MUHAMMAD ALi he knew. 


H ard streak or not, i ve 

seen Ali knocked out many a 
;ime. He’s a push-over for children. 
That’s the Jekyll and Hyde bit. As a 
Degotiator, he’s always had a sense, 
inbred 1 suppose, of his own value 
[ can't pay him a bigger complimen 
Chan 10 compare him with his mana¬ 
ger Herbert Muhammad, and that 
fella’s a financial gemus who has 
been Involved in more multi-million 
lights than anybody else in boxing 
history. 

Whether Herbert had made Ali 
the greatest heavyweight of all time 
may be open to just a littte doubt. 
But what IS beyond dispute, is >1011 
All has earned more money fiom 
boxing than anybody else is likely to. 

But tbe Lousiville Lip. as he was 
known in his early days, is in the 


flyweight division where kids are 
concerned. Any one of them can 
handle him This is the one area of 
his bfe, too, where the voice that 
had deafened the world is turned 
right off. You wouldn’t think it 
possible that he could go through 
airports like Kennedy and Hca'hrow 
without half the population ot tbe 
world knowing about it But when 
he’s on a mission for children be 
can. 

t know. I’ve met him in London 
when very few people have known 
he was about at all. And he's been 
raising money for boys’ clubs and 
charims organised by Britain’s show 
business people. 

If there is one story that sums it 
all up, it’s this one* California 
doesn’t like boxing. I'or years the 


game was banned there and whei 
Ah was having his sbidit disagree 
meat with the United States gov 
eminent over the question of beini 
drafted to fight in Vietnam, one o 
his bitterest opponents was Ronah 
Reagan, the one-time flhn star wh 
was then the governor iff Califwnit 

Reagan’s dislike of Ali was some 
thing he’d imver bothered to conoea 
But when All was traimng for . 
fight in Dubhn a youngster brok 
through the watching crowd an 
asked for All’s autograph. The ani 
wer, when Ali inquired his name 
was Michael Reagan. The boy ar 
mitted that the great Ronald* Reaga 
was his father, and charmed A 
with a Black Power salute, in fun c 
course. Ah loved it. 

One thing Ah hated was bein 
introduced to any of his opponent 
children before the fight And if h 
knew, after a fight, that any childre 
had been there to see the way he* 
battered their father, he’d try an 
have a few words with them. 

It’s a strange side of Ah, and yi 
perhaps not so strange Where t 
grew up. on tbe black side of Lou: 
ville in Itentucky, money dido 
grow on trees. His father was 
sign-writer, his mother bad to woi 
dwlong cleaning and cooking 
somebody else's house, and Cassii 
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(CSay, as he thea was) and his 
brother Rudy rarely rode together 
on the bus to school Usually, there 
was the fare for only one of them. 
AU admits that Casnut Maroellus 
Clay Sr. became an expert at cutting 
cardboard in predsely the right 
shape to It inside the wom-through 
soles of shoes. 

Contrast that with the money the 
man’s made for himself and his 
Biadc Muslim movement since and 
it becomes easier to understand him. 


We get on well together,He*savery 
easy guy to talk to. But you don't 
get the chance to talk to him much 
on his own. He’s natural He's an ex¬ 
trovert But he doesn’t belong to 
himself. 

He is never teft alone. Invariably, 
there are one or two of his diums 
from the Black Muslims. And then 
the conversation has to gel round to 
generalities. It’s a pity. 

I’d be the first to agree that AU 
hasn’t a nature that could be des¬ 
cribed as shy and retiring. But he 
has got a serious side that he doesn’t 
let many of us see. I’ve always said 
that All regards two people as an 

‘One thing AH hated was 
to be introduced to any 
of hijs opponent’s children 
before a fight. And if he 
knew that any children had 
seen the way he’d battered 
their father, he’d have a 
word with them. ‘ 


audience, and once Ali’s got an 
audience thSn he’s away. 

But very rarely on small talk. Ali 
has always got something he wants 
to say, rither on race or religion, 
which is very serious, or some fight 
or project which he wants the world 
to hear about. And that’s not always 
necessarily toi real 

His temper - is good. British televi¬ 
sion interviewer Michael Parkinson 
might not agree wiUt me because 
he was once at the end of a ten- 
minute tirade during which Ali’s 
mouth was a picture of perpetual 
motion. But Ali has always been in 
complete control of himself outside 
the ring. 

O ccasionally, inside the 
ring, it’s diflferent Ernie Terrel 
found that out, as well as Floyd 
Patterson. 

They both made the same mistake, 
rhey insisted on calling him Cassius 
Illay when he insisted that he’d 
-hanged it to Muhammad All I must 
idmit that I never saw the objection, 
'irat, a man’s religion is surely his 
iwn affair, though it must be con- 
edcd that Ali has paraded this be¬ 


fore the public with more fervour 
than most of us, and secondly boxing 
is full of fighters who have changed 
their names. Jersey Joe Walcott was 
Arnold Creatn. Sugar Rav Robinson 
was Walker Smith. And Joe Louis 
and Rocky Mardano weren’t exac^ 
their names. 

Ali fought Ernie Terrel in Feb¬ 
ruary 1967. Before then, Aii had 
run up a string of knock-out and 
fight-stopped victories broken only 
by 15 rounds with the durable Cana¬ 
dian George Chuvalo. But Terrel, all 
6 ft. 6 in. of him, was made to suffer 
for IS pain-wracked ronnds in which 
Ali punctuated almost every other 
punch with the question : “What’s 
my name?’’ 

When All was Clay, a boy of I? 
with his ear slammed tight to a 
radio in 1956 Patterson became his 
hero by knocking out Archie Moore 
to become the yuunge.st boxer to win 
the world heavyweight champion¬ 
ship. 

The controversy over Ali’s conver¬ 
sion to the Black Muslims was still 
at its height when Patterson, seven 
years the senior of the two, tried 
to regain his old crown at I.as 
Vegas. It was hardly the best pre¬ 
paration for the fight to have said, 
as be did. that he was going to bring 
the title back to America. It made 
Ali want to .see Patterson’s red blood 
—and he didl 


Ali relied mainly on two punches. 
Left jabs went in like pneumatic 
drills and thundering rights kept 
going in—but to the body, not' the 
chin. The fight had to be stopped in 
the 12th round. 

Terrel never won another fight In 
the big league. Patterson went on 
for a bit longer...long enough to 
come to Britain and knoc^ me out in 
the fourth round with the best punch 
I ever took. It must have been, 
because I can hardly remember it! 

Pundies like that, instant killers, 
were perhaps the only Part of the 
boxing armoury that Ali didn’t pos¬ 
sess. He bad every talent in abun¬ 
dance, yet it is a myth that he was 
a natural boxer. 


All: It's 
been hell . 


lUmBAMIlAO AU SOOtIDt 
lOw • haimr mmtk ttow, 
dg]^ primarily beonm MV 
thraugh with homaf. 


“I’m happy tn be inmg out, hn 
said recenny. “It’s bean bML 
Training is hell ttying to amid 
the temptatioas is belL The fight 
U hell Reportiag by critics IS 
hell Pm bsjwy to be nere and to 
be able to say Pm not ashamed, 
I used to say Tm the greatest 
and I'm preHy.” 


It sounds Ifte fans will *to * 
new AH, who says he dpw)^ 
around because it Ipdped Im. 
make money as tlw bravyweigBC 
champion. 

“People Hke to bo pnialed ant 
love to be lied to," ho said of 1^ 
brash role durhig the gtarS he 
beaded the faeavywe^t dNshto' 
and earned worM-widc aodaim. 
“They say a wise man can aot too 
fool bid a fool cannot be wise." 

T styled myseff to make me 
not like tm becaose thstt way I got 
paid. I teamed that from (nw 
late pro-wreriler) Gem-gam 
George. When he said, "luiths 
lucky you’re bans became fm too 
greatest,” there sms on lud 
20,000 others paying to see mm 
try and back It tip.” 

Now. says AK : totoy to 

say Fro the terst bladk man to have 
bad toe heavywri^ tttte 
come out ctead. I tohto if a great 
for my people. Lotto at miy Mde, 
my eyes and my lipt. I’m Vtetts, 
Pm not coooeiled* I’m ooimiioBd.’* 


was a dancer of exceptional style. 
But Ali himself says it was all laid 
down in two gyms in Louisville. He’d 
spent two hbura in one, and then 
four hours in the other. And that 
was most evening in bis later school 
days. 


Sure, he loves the game. Sure, be 
loves to show off his skills. Sure, be 
liked to demonstrate a style of fight¬ 
ing that was all his own. But it didn't 
come as easily as all that 

Most of ns are natural sportsmen 
in the general sense that we dabb¬ 
led at most games before making 
boxing our No 1. I played soccer, 
cricket had a dabble at dtoetetics 
and even rowed. Now, I play golf 
that gets me round 18 holes only 
about 20 shots worse than Jack 
Nicklaus. 

But AH? I’ve never heard of him 
domg anything else but box. There 
may be something of heredity in 
Ali’s ■ movements because his fatbex 


F all started when he was 

no more than 12 years old. and 
apparently all he ever wanted to do 
was fight. So he fought, and fought 
and fought Boxing was his com¬ 
plete existence. 

He was only 18, astom'shinglv 
young, when he won the Ught heavy¬ 
weight gold medal at the 1960 Olyni- 
pics in Rome. Perhaps, it wasn’t 
so surprising. By that time he’d won 
108 amateur fights, collected six 
Kentucky Golden Gloves titles, and 
the 1%9 i t»matioual Golden Gloves 
heavyweight crown. 

Ali turned professional straight 
after Rome, his finances organised 
by a group of busiuessmeu in Louis- 



AU vs SPINKS 



’lakmtj hrcalhintj space wt one of Itfie earlii romils 



LaiirichiM/ a counter oilensive. hut Lo no avaii. 





The rmal Autry al New Orleans an September IS. l97f~The split ^rision favoured Ali, who was stUI a force 
with 18 years after he won Che OlympK light heavyweight 






vine. It wasn’t a bad bit of buatneia 
—for tbem! Accordinit to AU 10 of 
them put in 1,000 dollars each and 
another got in free for having the 
idea presumably and doing most of 
the work. By tiie time Ali changed 
to Herbert Muhammad’s manager* 
ship late in 1966, Ali’s gross earn¬ 
ings from the ring were more than 
two and a quarter million dollars. 

I’ve got a source of quiet pride in 
that lot because apart from when 
he challenged Sonny Liston and won 
the world title from him Ali earned 
his biggest purse in the 1960s, 
around 450,000 dollars, when he de¬ 
fended his title against me in Lon¬ 
don. The first time he fought me ho 
collected more than 55,000 dollars, 
so perhaps it’s no wonder that be is 
.so food of Britain. 

And Britain is very fond of him. 
Mind you, it wasn’t always so. It 
wasn’t when we had our first set-to 
at Wembley in 1%3. 

In those days Cassius, still on the 
way up, was just a shade noisy. It 
was when his campaigns to whip up 
the publicity for the fights -were at 
their height. Nominating the round 
in which his opponent was going to 
go added up to sheer bombast, pa^ 
ticularly in British eyes. This side 
of the Atlantic that sort of thing 
isn’t done, old boy. 

Ali had told the world that I was 
going to fall in five. He was selling 
a good fight, but he wasn’t exactly 
winning any popularity polls. 

I trained for that fight in the 
south l.ondon suburbs. I’d get up 
early. I’d be on the road around 
quarter to four running, running and 
running. And 1 used to see these 
old ladies who’d be on their way to 
clean offices. 

’They’d shout; “Go on, Henry lad, 
well done. Shut that big mouth’s 
trap u^’’. They really had the needle 
with him. 

Yet when I fought him the second 
time in 1966, it had all changed. 
London, at least, loves him. That’s 
more than can be said in the United 
States where people, although they’re 
not so vitriolic as they were, turned 
up and paid their money hoping to 
see him beaten. 

It was like that, when, still as 
Cassius Clay, he tangled with Sonny 
Liston at Miami Beach in 1964. Lis¬ 
ton was champ'on then, and many 
experts thought he was a good 
champion. He had one of the hea¬ 
viest punches in boxing history and 
many good boxers had felt it. Many 
of those experts argued that at 22 
years of age, Clay was making his 
challenge too young. As he’d been 
in that Wembley ring witii me all 
of eight months earlier, there was 
no way I could find myself agreeing 
with that. 

But, in a pre-fight poll of 46 
gentlemen of the media, all but 


three gave their prediction as a Lis¬ 
ton win. Yet Willie Pastrano. the 
then world ligbt-lmavy weight title 
bolder and a boxer of beautiful 
science, was cmivinoed that Clay 
was going to win. Those jodceya 
might be the world’s worst racing 
tipsters, but we boxers do know 
something about our gamel 

For the first time the world got 
the full treatment from Clay at the 
weigh-in. Liston was known as the 
Ugly Bear. So Clay arrived with a 
jacket inscribed: ‘Bear Huntin’. Pic¬ 
tures show him roaring insults at 
Liston. One eminent observer sugges¬ 
ted that the fight be called off as 
Clay obviously suffering from ner¬ 
vous exhaustion. He was even fined 
for misconduct. 

Personally, I prefer Ali’s version— 
that the whote thing was a careful^ 
planned and part-rehearsed put-up 
iob. Because six months before the 
fight he bought a bus, and had his 
sign-writer father paint on the side 
legends proclaiming Clay as the 
world’s greatest fighter and predict¬ 
ing that Liston wonid be beaten in 
eight rounds. 

It was a r;ampalgn to whip up 
public interest to tuch a pitch that 
a fight between Liston and tnay be¬ 
came inevitable. And when it did, 
Clay was two rounds out with his 

'He's a very easy guy to 
talk to. He's natural. He's 
an extrovert. But he does- 
n't belong to himself' 


prediction. Liston stayed on his stool 
unable to get up for the seventh 
round. His left shoulder bad gone 
with tepdon trouble and his eyes 
were cut It was his first defeat in 
ten years, and Clay, using that name 
for the last time, was worl^ heavy¬ 
weight champion for the first time. 


Lewiston, Maine. Two mmutes and 
twelve seconds after the first bell, 
it was all over. Liston bad been 
knocked out inside one round in one 
of the most controversial title fights 
of all time. 

The way Ali tells it Liston was 
coming in off balance. Ali says he 
gave him a right to the side of the 
head. Liston went down, and never 
got up. Well, I’ve taken All’s Sun¬ 
day punches and there isn’t one 
(here that would knock me out in 
similar circumstances. But. all those 
folk who. .yelled that the fight was 
fixed were just .yelling nonsense. 
Jack Johnson mi^t have done so 
years ago. but in this dav and age 
nobody gives up the world title. 


S O, WHO WAS GOING TO CUT 
Ali down to size? Former 
world champion Floyd Patter¬ 
son was the next to have 
a go. But it was Patterson who 
got cut, and battered, and bruised 
in the .gory battle that reflected little 
credit on Ali. As I’ve said, it was 
stopped in the 12th. and that was 
plenty long enough for it to on. 

Next in line was Ernie Terrel, but 
before they could get into the ring Ali 
had received that little message 
from his local draft board that was 
to cause him so much big trouble. 
He was told he could expect to be 
called up for the Vietnam war. He 
said he hadn’t any quarrel with 
Viet Cong, and was buried in public 
outrage. 

Eventually he got a licence to 
fight in Georgia in 1968 where Jerry 
Quarry lasted three rounds. But 
that was the least eventful pmt of 
AU’s comeback. 

As I’ve said, AU wasn’t the most 
papular man in America and one 
night when he stepped out on the 
pordi of the bungalow when he was 
training at least four shots whistled 
past hu head. 


W ITHIN HOURS OF BECOMING 
the most dangerous fighter, in 
the world, Cassius Clay was no more. 
Muhammad Ali was bom. While 1 
repeat that any man’s telfgioD ib his 
business and not mine, even Ali has 
conceded that the move did noUiing 
for his popularity hi the United 
States. All that has very little to do 
with Ali’s boxing. 

He . tayed out eff be‘ring for 15 
months, while they hammered out 
the financial detmls of the inevi¬ 
table return with Listoa It was all 
about a return fight clause which a 
lot of people argue is not good for 
the game. I don’t see bqw you call 
generalise. Each case has got to be 
treated on its merits. But if you’ve 
got to he a party to a return clause 
in order to get a crack at a world 
title, then you’d have to be a man 
very high principles to refuse iL 
It’s leaves that grow on trees. Monmr 
doesn’t. 

So eventually they climbed into 
the ring again. Ali and Liston, at 


For once, this was no Ali publi¬ 
city stunt. Tqleidione threkts folhwv- 
ed warning All against stepi^ng into 
the ting and resuming his fight ca¬ 
reer. And the police escort was ii^ 
creased. 


It was all kept qniet and the fight 
went on. All was a winner again. 
He was on the way back. The story 
of the shoMing didn't get out at Hie 
time. As I said, the man’s courage 
•s beyond question. 


But soon there was another test 
•A Ali’s cottrage-4n die ring this 
time. ’The first instalment of his 

K it three-fi(d>t saga with Joe Fra- 
, who bad become world duun- 
pion, was one of the Mgfest R|bt 
occasiona of all time. It could hatdty 
te otherwise, could it, with hob 
boxers being paid more than a rail- 
tton pounds? 


At this stage of their careers, 
both AB and Frasier were undefea¬ 
ted toe. Anybody who was anybody 
bad made the attempt to get late 



MaAop Souare Garto tJiat night 
ia Mbunch 1971. Televition fcreened 
the eopteft to aomething like SO 
different c o n n tf i e i . 

And AU. with only two ^ht« in 
four war*, was facing a ^iqiokjn’ 
Joe was mobabiy then nt Uie 
peak of bk career.. 

Incredibly AU took it all. even 
gettina up off the floor in the last 
round after taking a count for only 
the third time in his life. 


Frasier got the verdict,on points. 
BdQi bmcera were taken to hosi^al 
AU for an x-ray cm a suspected 
fractured Jaw, and Frasier for gene¬ 
ral exhaustion. Ali left the hospital 
immediately the cameras conOrmed 
that tile non-stop jaw was still in 
one good piece. Frazier, depressed 
and having trouble with his kidneys, 
stayed there three weeks! 


*** Foreman rato the same 

ring. That wasn’t difficult. Because, 
at tut time, the Bank of Zaire had 
got its lads on overtime printing 
mouy just to give it to Ali and 
Foreman. At least that’s how it 
mmed to me when I beard that 
both of them were getting over five 
million bucks apiece! 

^e All camp had also let it be 
waked to Foreman that the old man’s 
legs were not so good as they were. 

IJ^LL, WE ALL REMEMBEB 
"■ what happened. Zaire were 
paying up to put the name 
of _ one of Africa’s emergent 
nations on the world map 
in letters that spelled Ali and they 
got their money’s worth. Ali, on the 
morning of October 30, 1974 — they 
had to fight at 4 a.m. for worldwide 
telecasts — became world champion 
again after seven and a half years. 


^XT TIME THEY MET, IN 
1^ January 1974, the ante had 
h>)d been raised to three 
million dollars each, figures that 
to a Joe Ixniis still haunted by 
the tax authorities must have been 
more painful than any pundi the 
exAvorkl champion ever took. 

By this time Frazier bad lost bis 
world titie to George Foreman, and 
wanted it badk. AU had recovered 
from having his jaw broken by Ken 
Norton and you* can imajdne how he 
wanted his title back. But whether 
Frazier beat All or whether Ali got 
the better of Frazier there was still 
Foreman to roll over as weU. 


There was another thing to ans¬ 
wer. All’s jaw. He was probably the 
only man in the world capable of 
fighting with a broken jaw for ten 
rounds but that's what he did against 
Norton who got a points verdict 
after 12 rounds. Ali had fought Nor¬ 
ton again since and reversed the 
points verdict. He’d gone in with a 
guy named Rudt Lubbers and got 
another points win over 12 rounds. 


But what he didn't know was what 
would happen when Frazier landed 
one his tremendous blockbusters 
on All’s jaw. If he couldl 

And anyway, Ali and Fraziar had 
a grudging respect for eadi other. 
Mind you, they didn’t spoil the box 
office by .telling anybody about It for 
years afterwards. 


.They packed a few round the 
ringside at Madison Square Garden 
But that was to provioe some noise 
for the fighters, total take, once 
closed-drcult and film rii^ts haii 
been calculated was a small matttei 
of 2S million dollars. lAe big mat¬ 
ter, for AU, was the seventh round, 
Frazier got the old left book work¬ 
ing really well, and Ali’s face took 
them nearly all, but then All api- 
oed, if you couM cruise agalnkl Fra- 
rier, ttarou^ to a pohits urin. 


Put like that, it sounds simple, 
doesn’t it But Ah' was then 32; he 
was living Foreman seven years. 
The Bookies made All 4-1 against, 
pnd nobody protested, or got killed 
m the rush to lay down tbeir money. 


7 Ve always said Ali regards 
two people as an audience 
and once Ali's got an audi¬ 
ence he's away' 


Foreman was 6 ft 4 in. and went 
in at ISst. 101b. (220 pounds). He’d 
gone through Frazier in less than 
two rounds. Then he’d improved on 
that by knocking out Jose Roman of 
Puerto Rico in two minutes. Norton 
lasted two minutes Into the second 
round. 

All that made Foreman appear the 
most frightening man in the world. 
He’d had 40 fights and won 37 of 
them by knodcout route. Also, he 
was angry. The fight had had to be 
postponed for five weeks while he 
recovered from cutting his right eye 
in training, and that was more weeks 
of having to listen to All shouting 
the odds to the world. You can't 
blame Foreman for not being pleas¬ 
ed. After all, he’d cut Frazier and 
Norton to ribbons, and they were the 
only men to have beaten AU. 

There was only one way Foreman 
could fight. So he came out throw¬ 
ing pundiea. Why not? It hadn’t 
been exactly unsuccessful as a tactic. 

There’s only uiie way Ali cotild 
fight So be came out dancing which 
isn't quite what Foreman ettpected. 
Foreman’s oi^neats usually wanted 
to on thnr bikes and travel in 
the reverse direction. 

Then came All's master-stroke. 
And at the bottom of it was rooted 
the man’s cold courage. He stopped 
donduf. He went back on the ropes 
and inviteff Fweman to hit him. 


That evened the score with One of the first instmetions that 
Smokin’ Joe. Now the i^lem was yon get hunmered into you. paid' 


fully, when you start boxing, is not 
to get caught ou the ropes. And it 
wasn’t how the fighr had been 
planned. 

Ali’s corner panicked. They yelled 
at liim to get off the ropes. But Ali 
was backing his brain and his boxing 
skill. He took most of Foreman’s 
blows on his arms. And Foreman 
couldn’t understand it. People didn’t 
fight like that. 

And Ali found the time to talk. 
Deliberately. Between throwing 
punches thgt missed and exhausted 
his energy Foreman was asked if 
that was the best he could do. Ali 
called him amateur. Bcminding 
Foremao that he was the champion, 
All requested that he show him 
something. 

By the seventh, the man with the 
most powerful punch in the world, 
was gone — talked out of it. Con¬ 
fused out of iL Where there had 
once been power there weren’t even 
wits. He came out for the eighth. 
Ali wailed on the ropes waited for 
the opening, and then struck. Fore¬ 
man was k.o. ’d. Ali said, surprise, 
surprise : T'm a genius’. And at 
that moment there weren’t many 
who would argue with him. Except 
Frazier. 

Wi:h the score l-I, the third Ali- 
Frazier fight was a natural. It was 
only a matter of getting somebody 
to pay for it. Ali kept himself in 
business by defending the title 
against Chuck Wepner, Ron Lyle 
and Britain’s Joe Bugner who went 
the distance with All in Kuala Lum¬ 
pur in 1975. 

Finally, it was staged in the 
Philippines, Yes, it was the “Thrilla 
in Manila”. And it was the only 
fight in the history of boxing which 
carried a million dollar sidestake. 

The match was made at six million 
dollars to Ali and more than two 
(niiiion for Frazier. They agreed 
that the loser gave the winner a 
million out of his own purse. And 
after it had finished, with Frazier 
stopped from coming out for the last 
round by his manager Eddie Futch. 
Ali was to admit : ‘In the tenth I 
had this feeling that I was close to 
death’. 

This time. Ali wasn’t putting it on, 
any more than his collapse on the 
canvas, once he knew that the fight 
was over, was anything but genuine. 

Genuine, too. was hi.s reply to 
President Marcus of Ihfl Philippines 
who remembered the million dollar 
side bet. Ali said : ‘Joe don’t owe 
me nothing. We’ve paid all the dues 
we’re ever going to pay each other”. 

Whatever else Ali does in his life, 
I don’t believe he can ever surpass 
those 41 rounds with Frazier. 


Exirffct from’The GroiX by Henry 

Coopor Copyripht Hamlyn 
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BHASKAR GANGULY 


Bhaskar 
Be 
go 


<<VES, I LET IN 1H0.SL FOUli 

I goals. And East Bengal woi 
5-0 on that fatclul day in 1975. li 
fact that first year in Calcutta foot 
ball could have been my last. I wa 
roprescnllng Mohun Bagsn in tbt 
IFA Shield final and that catastrophe 
was too much for the club. 

i admit 1 was to blame for the 
tir.st two goals. But you must rt 
member that I was nervous. 1 wd' 
17 and that was my first yearji 
league football. And that, too, 
was representing one of the leadint 
rlubs in the country ’’ 

This was Bhaskar Ganguly. India’, 
number one goalkeeper, speaking o 
hi.s traumatic last days in Mohui 
Hagan. And yet. Bhaskar and start 
ed with a dream career, the like o 
which no custodian in the countr, 
had seen. As a youngster who usn 
to potter around, playing a Irt 
matches in his locality, he was spoil 
ed by some inenibers of the V'eleram 
Club, an organisation of fornii 
players who are doing great servii 
10 the sport. For an entire year, h 
wa.s groomed by these pcopl ". Tbert 
after. Mohun Bagan picked him up. 






TfiaSl' 











iqws, witliout going through th«> 
itinior divisions und the smaller clubs 
jn the First Division. Bhaskar found 
himself in the limelight in perhap' 
the most glamorous club in the 
country. He came in as unde.r-.stu<lv 
to Prasanto Mitra. But an injury to 
the latter saw Bhaskar under the 
Mohun Bagan goal—a position he 
managed to keep with a line display 
in'several matches. 

"But in the Il'A Shield final, I 
was nervous from the start. It was 
such an occasion—and, in addition 
to the tension I felt, I tended to 
imbibe that ui the thousands ot 
spectators. I made .several basic 
errors. After the match, no one 
wanted to speak to me. i lelt de¬ 
jected, crushed and totally helpless. 

I thought I wouldn't ever return to 
the maidan. 

"Then, a miracle happened. Some 
llii.sl Bengal officials asked me 
whether I would be inlcresled in 
joining up. I almoist cried with joy. 

I had been given another lease ot 
life. Normally, anyone, suffering the 
ignominy 1 faced would either have 
given up the game or settled toi 
'iomc nondescript club. 

"'rhercafter, 1 gave my heart and 
soul for the club. When 1 came 
hast Bengal had Tarun Bose as the 
•regular' and BLswajit Das. It was 
Illy good fortune that I first got a 
foothold and .then managed to .secure 
iiiv position. Thereafter, 1 played for 
ihe. State and then for the aiuntry, 
in Patna '77 for Bengal and then for 
India." 

So much for the road to pro¬ 
gress which began with a Junior 
India berth in 1975. But what a^ut 
the actual .skills of goalkeeping? 

‘‘You see. niy principal aim is to keep 
absolutely fit. This, I feel, is the 
primary requirement, becau.se we 
have to keep doing acrobatics. I 
picked up the rudiments of the gami- 
first from an elder brother of mine 
and then the Veterans Club members. 
When I came to East Bengal, Tarun 
Bose helped me quite a bit. 

"We don't really have much scop.- 
for improvement here. Of course, 
the coach's guidance is there, but if 
there were training film-s, one could 
correct one's mLstakes more ea.sily. I 
do try -and read whatever I get on 
the subject, but that is not enough. 
You see, I still consider myself a 
student of the game. I believe there 
is always scope for improvement." 

IN rHE 1979 CALCUTTA LEAGUE, 
1 Bhaskar conceded four goals up 
to the match with Mohun Bagan. On 
three occa.sion5, there was nothing 
he could dp. But the mix-up that led 
to the gpil against Howrah Union 
betrayed a lack of judgement which 
a custodian of his class could not 
afford to do. 

Coach Arun Ghosh bps, at the 
most, been mildly critical of this 



Bhaskar —his best semis io came off under pressure 


.goalkeeper, pointing out the goal 
against Howrah Union as a trait of 
hesitancy. Otherwise, he holds a very 
high opinion of Bhaskar. "The bov 
is both eager and sincere. His antiii- 
pation is good, he grips firmly, coveis 
the goal area well, dive.s promptly— 
but he’s a little unsure of leaving his 
charge." 

Former goalkeeper Prasuii Chou- 
dhury, now with the Veterans Club, 
does not think Bhaskar is an ex¬ 
traordinarily good custodian. He 
admits the latter is the best in the 
country today, but feeb that Tarun 
Bose in his heyday was belter and 
a ‘keeper like Sanat Sett was one of 
ihe last "complete’’ players. “Bhas- 
kar's covering is not good. When 
he advances out of his charge, parti¬ 
cularly diagonally, he does not 
narrow the angle of the advancing 
forward sufficiently. He also has a 
habit of throwing the ball to his 
players. A good goalkeeper will al¬ 
ways try to send it to the best- 
positions player no matter how far 
away, preferably with a balf-voUc^. 
Then again, be is not very sound in 
the air. Several times, he has failed 
to catch the ball in the air and has 
had to pick it up from the ground 
at the second attempt. This is not 
only unsafe' for the team, it is 
dangerous for his own person.” 

Bhaskar himself said that some¬ 
times he did mistime this particular 
aspect of ‘keeping. "But this is a 


question of split-isecond decision¬ 
making. And no goalkeeper can 
ever be a hundred per cent sure, 
because several other players maj 
be involved." 

But, seeing Bhaskar in Calcutta 
and during the last two Nationals— 
in Calcutta and Srinagar—along with 
his superb performance in Bangkok 
when, for some stretch&s, it was 
virlually Bhaskar against a horde of 
forwards, one has to admit that he 
is the t>e.st custodian in the country. 
1 remember, after the match tgainst 
Kuwait, Bhaskar telling me: "I 
didn't know which way to look. Six 
goals in one match—^Whew!” But if 
It hadn't been tor .some lion-hearted 
'keeping by Bhaskar, India could 
have let in a round dozen. 

Sina- Tarun Bose’s gymnastic 
frame electrified speclatois through 
the early seventies, there has not 
been another custodian who has in- 
spinxl as much confidence in his 
teainmateji a.s Bhaskai Banguly. But 
then, there arc other goalkeepers in 
the (ounlrv—Bhaskar Maity, Brah- 
iiianaiid and Surjit, who have played 
e.liemvly well and are on the wings, 
waiting tor Bhaskar to slip from his 
present pede.stal. They, too, have 
their strong and weak points and 
are, according to some, better, over¬ 
all than Bhaskar. 


ARIJIT SEN 


NfkM Bhaltachaiya 




News: National 


IF A LEAGUE 

Tussle 

gets 

keener 

O NE MORE WEEK AND THE 
Calcutta Football League is clo¬ 
sing in on what promises to be one of 
the most pulsatiDg finishes in recent 
times. With Mohammedan Sporting 
acquiring a coach (Amal Dutta) 
more familiar with Calcutta condi¬ 
tions than T. A. Rahman — and 
also being able to narrow the gap 
with the league leaders Mohun 
Bagan and East Bengal — the tussle 
for the title is much keener now. 

Mohammedan Sporting have addi¬ 
tional cause for cheer because they 
have crossed perhaps their biggest 
hurdle apart from the ‘Big Two in 
the form of Aryan, whom they beat 
by a solitary goal. Mohun Bagan, on 
the other hand, continued to be 
plagued by the absence of a good 
striker, though they managed to 
keep their slate clean on the way to 
victories over Kalighat and Salkia 
Friends. East Bengal, however, 
have the greatest reason for optim¬ 
ism. At long last the defence, shaky 
under normal circumstances, seems 
to have set itself to a resolute path 
of impregnability. This was amply 
demonstrated in their last encounter 
against Customs A.C 

Mohammedan Sporting : Al¬ 
though skipper Habib was debarred 
from playing against their stlffcst 
opponents, Aryan — before confront¬ 
ing champions Mohun Bagan — his 
absence did not make much differ¬ 
ence in Mohammedan S.C's perfor¬ 
mance. The home side, led by vice¬ 
captain Ashok Chakraborly, manag¬ 
ed to beat Aryan by a first-half 
solitary goal — their eleventh win in 
13 outings — scored by seasoned 
linkman Samaresh Choudhury off a 
penalty. Whal brought about the 
match-winner was an Amolraj lob 
into the Aryan penalty area. As 
left stopper Pranab Chakraborty and 
Khabazi were engaged in an aerial 
tussle for the ball, custodian Laksh- 
tuun Betel blundered by leaVing the 
goal. Taking advantage of this, 
Khabazi managed to head the ball 
to Latifuddin, who promptly lofted it 
towards the open goal. In a despe- 
rnte elfort le.flback Samiran Saha 
tried to .stop the ball with his hands. 
Ileferee Dilip Sen immediately poin¬ 
ted towards the spot — and Sama- 
rrsli made no mistake. 

But Mohammedan S. C. had to 


struggle and were lucky to hold on 
to the lead till the final whistle. 
During the entire match Habib wras 
seen giving advice to his players 
from outside, as coach Rahman had 
by then been asked to leave. The 
Aryan players' receiving and distri¬ 
bution were better, but their poor 
finish and marksmanship let them 
down. 

After the uncertainties of the first 
half, the home team sparkled for 
sometime, during which Amolraj and 
then Khabazi missed sitters. They 
had two more good opportunities 
later in the lession. But Mohamme¬ 
dan S. C. should thank their stars 
that Debasis Roy’s pile-driver re¬ 
bounded off the crosspiece, after 
Nasir Aliraod was only able to get 
his hands to It. 



Aryan goal-keeper Lakshan BfAel 
dives lo 'oUect the ball from Khabozi 


Mohun Bagan: After drawing the 
'crucial* match against East Bengal, 
Mohun Bagan resumed their winning 
spree. They accounted for Kalighat 
and Salkia Friends by three and two 
goals respectively. 

In their match against Kalighat, 
they went right into the attack, but 
were denied a goal before the inter¬ 
val. But just after the breather, 

Mohun Bagan got what they wanted 
through Manash Bhattadiarjee, 

Gautam Sarkar and Xavier Fins, 
Manash, playing at the left-wing 

position, got the ball inside the box 
Ironi Diiip Palit, who bad overlap¬ 


ped, and dodging past a defender, 
unleashed a powerful shot which 
gave the Kalighat custodian Prasanta 
Nandy, who gave a good account of 
himself, no chance. Doth Gautam’a 
and Xavier’s goals were scored from 
long range shots. Xavior was the key 
man in the Mohun Bagan attack and 
fed his forwards with passes that 
were not availed of. 

X AVIER WAS ONCE AGAIN THE 
dominant figure in the match 
against Salkia Friends. The medios 
gave a very listless display, specially 
Prasun- Banerjee, who is not at his 
best this season. Subroto Bhattachar- 
ya tended to take the whole affair 
lightly and nearly paved the way 
for a Salkia goat before the home 
team could score. Manash netted 
both the goals, once in each half. 

Coach P. K. Banerjee was happy 
over the performance of Xavier: 
"He has improved tremendously. In 
the Kalighat match, though we could 
not score, the trend was such that 
one could see it was coming. It was 
not a bad match, but the one against 
Salkia was not at all good. My play¬ 
ers took the game very lightly — 
Subroto in particular — and we miss¬ 
ed a lot of easy ohances.’’ 

Eaat Bn^: A keen tussle is 
going on between Shabbtr Ali of 
East Bengal and Manash Bhatta- 
charya of Mohun Bagan to head the 
goal-scorers’ list. On July 13 Manash 
netted two goals to take his telly 
to 13, but this was levelled by Shabbir 
the day after. 

In fact, if Shabbir could have been 
slightly more agile within the strik¬ 
ing range against Customs and got a 
little more help from his colleagues, 
especially Mihtr Bose, it would not 
have been difficult for him to per¬ 
form his second hat-trick of the Ma¬ 
son. He beat Customs custodian Sibu 
Karmakar twice with angular left- 
footers. and also did the spadeurark 
for David Williams to score the first 
goal for his side. 

The heavy shower in the early 
period of the match made the ground 
slushy and East Bengal found little 
difficulty in making Inroads to the 
Customs goal. With star winger 
Surojit Sengupta off colour, skipper 
Prasanto Banerjee took over the 
schemer’s role and performed it 
quite effectively. His passes with the 
instep of the boots were really 
superb. 

The East Bengal defence played one 
of the finest matches of the Mason 
with Monoranjan Bhattacharya ona 
again outstanding. Customs got only 
one good scoring opportunity, A 
beautiful through pass by Parthasa- 
rathy Das saw Mihir Kar within the 
striking range. But Amit Guha, who 
for the first time this season took 
the field in place of Bhaskar Gan- 
guli, charged out beautifully to take 
the ball from Mihir Kar’s boot. 

Arijit S«n with Saraiit Dab. 

Subhaa Sarkar and Alok Dasguptn 


Maidan musings 


MOHUN BAGANt 
playtrs, officials and 
jtlj are angry with the 
’.A. lot the schedule that 
j lieen made by .them. 

have been playing ‘big’ 
ijnt'.s continuously—Geor- 
^ Telegraphs, Kidderpore, 
isicrn Kailway, ToHygungo 
;ragami, East Bengal and 
ilighat—for the last few 
ai4hes. The players have 
ijive a lot more in these 
itches. Take for in.stance, 
c week we played East 
iigal. ‘They’ played on 
onday against Howrah 
linn, a team that is light* 
g relegation, but we play- 
on Wednesday, against 
illygunge. Why this disert* 
ination? All this happened 
ic to the computer, which 
> been primarily installed 
.vee that smaller teams 
nnot play ‘got-up’ matches. 
It has Ashoke Ghosh, the 
A, secretary, been able 
■Stop this?,” a.skcd P. K. 
m rjsc, the roach of the 
im Subroto Bhattacharya 
ill "xpre.s.sed a similar fee- 
ig. “We have been play- 
? tough match for the 
■! six or .seven games. It is 
pided that we'll be tired 
d tend to take a game with 


Salkia lightly. We take these 
as a ‘practice’ match, so that 
we can improve our game. 
But the supporters .simply 
don’t understand our prob¬ 
lems and only want us to 
play the u.sual game of 
clearing the ball with high 
kicks. I only hope they’ll try 
to understand our prob¬ 
lems.” 

NO MATTER HOW MUCH 
money a club spends in for¬ 
ming a learn, it cannot get 
over superstition. They day 
East Bengal played Howrah 
Union (the la.st match before 
the clash between Mohun 
Bagan), as usual .several 
balls had been given to the 
referee, Dilip Sen, who after 
inspect ion chose a ball from 
the Howrah Union camp. 
TTic East Bengal players in¬ 
sisted that a particular 
white-and-black be used for 
the match. But Ihe referee 
felt lhal since there was not 
enotigh pre.ssure. that ball 
could not be used. Play be¬ 
gan with the ball that the 


referee had allotted previ¬ 
ously. In the mean time, the 
East Bengal maali had in¬ 
jected pressure such that the 
ball reached it's optimum. 
Every time the ball went out 
of play, the club officials 
trlM to reinforce that parti¬ 
cular ban, but in vain. When 
the ^ame was resumed after 
the interval, they again tried, 
but failed. The game was 
beading for a draw and bare¬ 
ly about 10 minutes of play 
was left for full-time, when 
the ball went out. and they 
were successful in replacing 
the ball. Immediately, they 
scored two goals through 
David Williams, by virtue of 
which they won the game. 

A sebious allegation 

has been brought 
against Mohammedan Spor¬ 
ting officias for their beha¬ 
viour when the team played 
against Railway F.C. The 
game was dead-locked for 6S 
minutes and the Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting players started 
being nervous and jittery. At 


that juncture, the ball ivent 
out of play and a throw had 
been given. Instead, Habib 
Khan took a free-kick from 
nffiich Habib scored a goal. 
The Railway F.C. coach. P. 
K. Banerjee said: "You can¬ 
not play when this type of 
Ibing happens. Take for in¬ 
stance these cases. One of 
the offidals allegedly threw 
a lighted cigerette on a 
player’s face or someone 
threatened Balai Chakra- 
varty with a knife.” But the 
Mohammedan Sporting offi¬ 
cials denied the charge and 
said: “If some of the public 
enter the ground and in¬ 
dulge in these things, we 
cannot be made responsible 
for them." But the question 
is—who is responsible 7 
TAILPIECE: AN AGED 
person, while watching the 
Mohun Bagan-East Bengal 
match on T.V.. suffered h 
heart-attack and died. Afic 
East Bengal scored the goal 
through Shabbir All the per¬ 
son could not get over the 
shock and died. He was un¬ 
fortunate in that, being a 
die-hard Mohun Bagan sup¬ 
porter, he could not live 
long enough to see Manash 
mtaltabcariee’s eonaliser 









Why 

Rahman 

was 

sacked 

SUBHASH SARCAR 


Mohammedan Sporting Club could do this much of dam¬ 
age to me," Ranman said. 

But, according to an official of the dub; "He has 
done more harm than good to the club. He was appoin¬ 
ted coach last year. Can you tell me how muoi the 
plaj'ers benefited from Um? It is nearly midway 
through the league now and the team hasn’t yet settled 
down. The forwards dont even have any proper stra¬ 
tegy. A coach should know his job, but he (Rahman) 
seems to be a washout. He has been seeing that his 
players were making mistakes after mistakes, but he 
has shown no initiative in correcting them. Most of 
the players were annoyed with him for not rectifying 
their deficiendes. He did not show any faith for the 
club. 


A fter nearly le months of service to the 

Mohammedan Sporting Club, coach T. A. Rahman 
was dismissed by the club officials on charges of mis¬ 
conduct, reluctance to coach the star-studded outfit pro¬ 
perly, meddling in club politic and tiic two unsavoury 
inments in the club "niess” in which he was involved 
and, last but not the least, for the unimpressive show¬ 
ing of the team. What irked the officials was his "bos- 
sism", rude behaviour and ill-tempered manner towards 
the players which not only harmed them but also broke 
their morale. 

Rahman—a reputed player who was called the ‘‘Ben 
gal tiger" in his heydays when be played on the Cal¬ 
cutta maidan for nearly a decade—^was verbally told to 
quit on the last day of June. Jt came as a shock to 
Rahman and he said as much when 1 met him a few 
hours before he left for Kerala. He looked depressed. 
“I’m in nocent. I’ve done nothing wrong. So it doesn’t 
hurt my conscience. What is strange is that I hadn’t 
known that this bombshell would fail on me so suddenly. 
It has left me in the cold. I would like to know on what 
grounds they have got rid of me. I think it's better to 
say (1 was) ‘sacked’. This has definitely joepardised my 
reputation as a coach and also harmed my career. I 
hM struggled so hard to become what 1 am today, with 
no recommendation from anyone. Really. I feel sad that 


4mal Dutta—throughly professional 



) 


“What was more harmful was that he always crea¬ 
ted a division among the players. It is very essential 
that a team is unit^, but the coach has never endea¬ 
voured to work for this. Whether the player is a 
Kcralitc, Hyderabad! or a Bengali, there should be team¬ 
work and good understanding among the playcr.-i. And 
Rahman has failed to get this. To top it all, the coach 
was never seen holding thcoritical classes. In fact, he 
was not toe keen about anything other than delivering 
‘lectures’, Rahman has failed to deliver the goods. Wc 
have tried all sorts of way.s to win his, heart, with all 
the patience at our command. But when these failed 
and the team was not shaping well, especially when 
Mohammedan S.C. with star players are in the fray for 
top honours after a decade, we decided some, action 
must be taken—and taken soon. So we politely asked him 
to leave,” the official said. 

Acfually, Rahman Jsi too outspoken and this bad 
earned the dislikes of many. What he lacked was tact. 
Often during his 16 months tenure under two groups of 
the club, he fell out with officials. The present group is 
trying hard to regain the club’s past glory, “1 was re¬ 
quested by an official of the past group and the present 
^neral secretary, Mr Israr AhmM, last year to coach 
the team. I enjoyed coaching then, as 1 was allowed 
to work independently. But it was very surprising that 
on July 11 this year, Mr Ahmed told me point blank to 
vacate the "mess". I really tried hard before the Najgee 
tourney to raise the Mohammedan S.C. team got in 
three star players from Kerala. That was when I was 
asked to compose a strong side. 1 said that I’d pni^fcr 
young players and when Habib’s name came up, I told 
them he was good, but was getting old. One official re¬ 
plied : “Old is gold". But how would one feel being a 
coach if he is not helped by the captain?" 

Continuing, Rahman said : “I had no interest in 
coaching the side after Najgee as Habib showed more 
interest in coaching than playing. But I have all praise 
for the Mohammedan Sporting team and I promise you 
that I bear no grudge against any player and 1 hope 
they play well. And I still maintain that this is the best 
team but due to the inexperience and incompetence of 
the officials and interference in my coaching, it has not 
fared well. Even when this was pointed out to ^cin, 
they paid no heed.” 

OME OF THE SENIOR PLAYERS WERE NOT HAPPY 
with Rahman. They felt his approach and methods 
of coaching were incorrect. It was alleged that be was 
not too enthusiastic about coaching the side. On several 
occasions, players were insulted for bad performance 
and Rahman made comparisons with players of rival 
clubs. This only demoralised the players, 'fhey felt 
his prime duty was to rectify the wrongs. That he 
never did. 

What Rahman wanted, the source alleged, was full 
responsibility of the team and the ‘mess’. “Wc had 
iven him charge of the team much before the league, 
ut he took his own time in coming from Cochin and 
that, too,'after .three caUes had been sent, requesting 
him to come quickly in view of the league. And he 
came about six days before our first tie against Calcutta 
Gymkhana. He was still undecided whether to continue 



Outta 
^kas over 

PROFESSIONAL AMAL 
V IRitta Ink upoiiit«d coach of Mohanuaedu 
Bpwvig dsh after T. A. Rahman iMl nuM ft-om 
bu. Pint raoentiy. Re haa been given aide diarge of 
the oiltflt dnce .Jnly 15. He will thua be aboowered 
wHh. twe tjeaiim» aa he had alread^y taken Raiasihan 
Chihjidiler hla ndngs. He will now edinat hla coadi- 
mg niHira, for both teama so that one doea not dash 
with the other, 

i Ontta baa seen IdohamDiedan S. C. |day in the 
Magna hot he does not want to make any comments 
feym Rut 'IPs a good team"^ The ideyecs seem to 
|e ha^ under him. After a praetioe session some 
M them aiid: "At last, we are on the right track. If 
Me had been given this type of training before the 
league, we would definitely have fared better. The 
best part ia that we are being given three long hours 
of hard practice, hot were not Bred at all Previous 
ly. we were totally, fagged out. Our new coadi’s ayt- 
tem is just too good." 

Outta is ia a class Iqr himself. He was coach of 
both "East Bengal (twice: from 1965-65 ^ agam 
76-77) and Mohun Bagan (1866-70). After mudi 
suasion to talk about his new team, Outta said. 'The 
team lacks speed and physical fitness and 1 am 
taking pai^cular care of these two aspeds before 
getting down to other technicalities. I know they 
nave a big match ahead, against Mohun Bagan, but 
it will be too soon to overdo things now. I intend to 
give them the strategy a cowle d days before Rie 
match with Mohun Began. But 1 am optimistlf 
that Mohammedan SportiM should he a far better 
outfit for the IFA Shield. There is a big gap between 
the rear and the forwards. This has to M bridged. 
Wbat is worrying me is the frontline. There Is no 
proper shooter. For this, I have recommended Azis’a 
name. He is a good header and a shooter. "It is ex 
pected that Ada will be in Calcutta before the ‘big 
match. So it means he is an automatic choice as 
Akbar’s chances of playing are still bleak. 

-After a pause be said: “You are asking me about 
the strategy I’m ming to use against Mohun Bagan 
Well I’m sorry. That’ 

I'm a professional." 

SUBHAS SARCAR. Calcutta 


t’s ray trade secret. After aU. 


or not, but when Mouamraedan S.C began to win, 
Rahman agreed to do so (after the Kidderpore match). 
Even at that stage, he played truant sometimes, or made 
excuses to avoid coming to the field during practice ses¬ 
sions. You can imagine what such negligence on the 
coach’s part can do to a team. We are lucky that we 
haven’t lost a match yet but when we drew or were 
playing very shabbily, bodi members and supporters 
of the dub got angry. They even demanded an expla¬ 
nation uom the iteado and us, too. 


“Hiis was gradually getting out of baud, with 
everyone reaching boiling point The mere presence, of 
Rahman spelt insecurity—^for him and us. Wt had to 
decide. But -how could we accede to Rahman's request 
of taking charge of the ‘mess’ when he had been invo! 
ved in two indents in the ‘mess’ 7 He came to blows 
with a cricketer and then a hockey player. 

But Hitman’s version is : ’’I did not want to get 

involved in sud frays with other players. It (happened) 
because they violate the 'mess’ rul«—lights to be out 
by 10 pjn. In fart I had requested Irdis, a cricket player, 
not to put 09 light as it was past time and all the other' 
were sleepidg. But when he did not he^ to the re¬ 
quest I had to use force. The second incident was 


nothing but a sequel to the first, the cricket and hockey . ^ 
Joining together to seek revenge. I believe in 
discipline and I’d like to maintain it”, added Rahman. 

It was alleged that Rahman, who believes in curfew 
after 10 p.m. was himself setting a bad example to the 
players when on several occasions, he scaled the wall 
to enter the ‘mess' well past midnight, sometimes not 
in his senses. 

According to the official, Rahman went beyond all 
limits when be began to indulge in cldb politics. And 
then, in order to save Ms skin, he started putting the 
blame for everything on the offidals. Several times, he 
even got away with it. 

By the time this comes out in print, Rahman will be 
with his family in Kerala. But the action on Rahman had 
the Kerala players worried. One of them told him: "If they 
could do this to you without any warning, they could do 
it to us, too,” While relating this, Rahman said be had 
told them sternly: "You are players and you must have 
a sporting spirit. This matter does not concern you at all. 
Just continue and play properly. I have no intention of 
instigating the players to do anything—leave alone with* 
drawing them. They must continue to play for Moham¬ 
medan Sporting." But the team's third goalkeeper, Raja- 
gopal, has no intention of staying back after this. He 
lert with Rahman. 

When asked what hlg plans were, Rahman said : 

‘T have nothing chalked out except to be with my 
family. My wife has been writing to me to go home. 
Now I can look after mv business. The club thinks 
that I’m only Interested in money. Why should 1 be? 

In fact, what I was offered by the club for coadiing 
this season was far below my demand. And I agreed 
only because of the welfare of the team. Though this 
dismissal has harmed me, T’ve’ already got an Invitation 
to coach a Kerala team. And if T do take up this job, 

I intend coming back with the team to play m the IFA 
Shield." 
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(SOUTH INDIA T T 

iParthiv 
Vyas 
comes of 
age 

I F THE PERFOBMANCE OF JU 
niors in the recently-concluded 
■South India T. T. Championships in 
Ootacamund is any indication, the 
game is in for a remarkable trans¬ 
formation. No less than three juniors 
created stunning upsets to reach the 
uartcr-linals of the men’s single.s. 
asily the most outstanding was Par- 
thiv Vyas. Parthiv created history by 
winning both the men’s and the boy’s 
singles titles. 

It was Parthiv’s tournament all 
the way. He created the biggest up¬ 
set of the tournament by beating se-, 
cond seed Chandrasekhar (top seed 
Vilas Menon failed to turn up) in 
four games. Chandra was not at his 
best, but this was as much due to 
the fact thjit Pratliiv’s low jabs did 
not allow him to spin with full effect 
as to any other. True, the low 
bnunre, slow tables and cold weather 
were conducive to Parthiv’s game, 
but Chandra’s service return too was 
not effective enough and he lost a 
number of points this way. In fart. 
Parthiv’s forehand sidespin-cum-chop 
service earned him points almost at 
will against all opposition. Hi.s con¬ 
sistency enabled fiitn to remain un¬ 
beaten in the entire tournament, an¬ 
nihilating ail opposition, including R. 
Hari, who has represented the coun¬ 
try in'the Commonwealth and World 
Championships. 

After beating Chandra 19-21, 21-19. 
2S2i, 23-21, Parthiv had to face stiff 
opposition from Ramesh Babu in the 
final. Babu seemed to have a plan¬ 
ned method of ati,ick and won the 
first game convincingly, content to 
let Parthiv make mistakes from his 
forehand. Moreover, the backhand 
flicks Parthiv was employing to re¬ 
turn Chandra’s service did not work 
here, bncau.se Babu was rutting the 
ball more heavily. However, Babu’s 
weakne.ss in counter-play was ably 
exploited and Parthiv won 18-21, 21- 
18, 24-22 (after being 17-20 down) 
and then crushed a thoroughly de¬ 
moralised Babu 21-9. 

Another youngster to impress was 
Sujay Ghorpade of Maharashtra. He 
lost 2-5 to Parthiv and beat Rafai 
Kathuria of U.P. 3-1. He has a steady, 
mature game and looks the most 
complete player among the boys. In 
fact, one exjjected him to beat Par* 
thiv after his 3-0 win recently in 
Bombay. 
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'I was fed 
up with the 
players' 

S PORTSWORLD MET MR SRI 
nivasa Moorthy, secretary of 
the Karnataka Ladies’ Cricket 
Association, during the national 
championships. We ‘charge-sheet¬ 
ed’ him with the allegations made 
by Shantba Rangaswamy and Co. 
Following are his reactions: 

An Karnataka’s Bon-partfeipa* 
tkin in the Ma^s Naiionab: “We 
were not informed about it. We 
received no letter from the orga¬ 
nising committee in Madras. 1 
came to know that the national 
was to be held in Madras from 
June 29 from Mr. Ashuthosh 
Sharma of the WCAI when I met 
him in Delhi on May 27”. 

On when be called for selectioa 
trials for the Natiimab: “It was 
held in Bangalore on June 25 and 
26. We selected a team after the 
trials but we were not allowed to 
participate". 

On the thro yean of inacUvitp 
of the KLCA; “1 was fed up with 
some players trying to sabotage 
our activities. I was also annoy¬ 
ed with the WCAI which first look 
action against some players but 
later bached oat. Also, I had 
some personal problems”. 

On KLCA jum-payment of subs¬ 
cription for three years: “I clear¬ 
ed three years’ arrears rcrently”. 

On allegaOon of submhrion of 
two dUferesd financial statements: 
“We received two loans. The first 
statement was with regard to the 
first loan of Rs 50,000/- but our 
second statement concerned the 
total money advanced to us by the 
.State Sports Council. That's why 
there were two .statemens of ac¬ 
counts. instead of one integrated 
statement. People arc using this 
slip to say that there have been 
financial irregularities”. 

Cn the son-eoavoning of the 
general body of the KLCA tor 


Ramaswamy lo.st for the second 
time to Parthiv, after the men's sin¬ 
gles reverse. "This was in the boys’ 
final, with Nishith Vyas watching his 
brother from the sidelines beating 
a player to whom he had lost in the 
pre-quarter finals of the boys event. 
It was indifference on the part of 
the TTFI and the Chief Referee that 
Nishith, who was a quarter-finalist 
In the last Nationals was seeded 14th 
behind much lesser players. 


get n quoriuifi Hinder oar . atom 
fitntien 'i^. life fimmliera . nra/. 
members tii the general 
have, about .500 .such membera.' 
Naturally it ts dpcalt fo oonreae 
. one. Members ifoiFt gttei^. . 

On fhb tetunt '*We 
a meeting InvoMog Mr Asb^QU 
Sharma, geaerei secretary of the 
WCAI, Miss ^antha Rattgaswanif 
and myself. We have deaded to’ 
hold the general body befcm 
September Utis year and elect the 
office-bearers”. 


A S SPORTSWORID READERS 
might have been able to 
gather, Mr Moorthy’s replies to 
some of the allegations were eva¬ 
sive and, more often than not, 
treated as non-itsuet.. 

Mr Moorthy’s alibis for noil- 
functioning of the KLCA for more 
than two mars are hardly speci¬ 
ous. Despite the interviewer’s re¬ 
peated egression of the serious¬ 
ness of two years of malfunction¬ 
ing, Mr Moorthy prefered to pro¬ 
ffer lamer excuses as though the 
KLCA was his personal satrap. 

Further, his callousness can be 
understood by the fact that though 
he knew (by his own admission on 
May 27) that the Nationals were 
to be held from June 29. he chose 
to call for the selection trials only 
on June 25, i.e. four days before 
the commencement of the* 
Nationals. 

Mr Moorlhy’s statement that no 
letter was received from the orga- 
nisltig committee is debatable, 
espedally since the other party 
claims that they were sent under 
certificate of posting. 

When Sporesivorld spoke to Mr 
Ashutosh Sharma of the WflAI 
his defence of Mr Moorthy’s in¬ 
activity was pathetic, to say the 
least. Mr Sharma apparently did 
not see the gravity of the situation 
when he defended Mr Moorthy 
saying: "Yes, our letters to the 
KLCA have not been replied to 
for some time now bnt the poor 
man has his personal problems”. 

ASHOK KAMATH. Madras 


It is, of course, too early to pass 
judgement on players like Parthiv 
Sujay, Rajat, Ramaswamy and Sri 
ram. There were no selectors there 
but had one been present, be would 
have had reason for hope for the 
future. One cannot prai.se their per 
fprmance enough. Nothing but ins 
mration could have kept them goin; 
for eight or nine best-of-five matchet 
in a single day! 

SANJAY KATHURIA. Oofy 



Coe 

breaks 

the 

barrier 

IN A BRILLIANT RUN AT AN 
1 international athletics meet at 
Oslo on July j, Britain’s 21-year-old 
800m. champion Sebastian Cue clip¬ 
ped an incredible 1.U7 seconds oil the 
pievious world mark of 1 min. 43.4 
secs, set by Alberto Juantorena at 
Sofia in August 1977. Coe, who was 
timed at 1:4^2.33, become.s the first 
hthlete ever to run the metric half- 
mile inside the 1:43.0 barrier. Kenyan 
Mike Boil, another middle-distance 
great, fared badly, finishing five 
seconds behind Coe. Coe, who is now 
obviously a hot contender for the 
title at Moscow, was quoted by the 
BBC as saying that the ISOOni., and 
not the 800m.. was his real distance. 


becomes clear when we see that it 
took athletes nearly four decades to 
lower the world mark in this event 
by 3.2 seconds — from Rudolf Bar- 
big’s 1:46.6 in 1939 to Juantorena’s 
1:43.4 in 1977. The last athlete to 
have sliced oif more tbaa a second 
at one go was the great New is¬ 
lander Peter Snell when he broke 
Belgian Roger Moens's mark in 1962. 
Since 1973, when Italy's Fiasconaro 
clocked 1:43.7, athletes have been 
knocking at the 1:43.0 barrier in 
vain, with Juantorena coming closest. 
The table at the end shows how the 
BOOm. record has been gradually 
lowered since 1939. Interestingly 
enough, a calculation (involving cer¬ 
tain physiological constants) by an 
American scientist, J. B. Keller, in 
1973 arrived at 1:45.95 as the best 
theoretically possible time for a hu¬ 
man being over this distance. 

Here’s how the records have gone: 
1939 Rudolf Harbig 1:46.6; 1955 

Roger Moens 1:45.7; 1962 Peter Snell 
1:44.3; 1968 Ralph Duubeil 1:44.3; 
1972 Dave Wottle 1:44.3; 1973 Mar¬ 
cello Fia.sconaro 1:43.7; 1976 Alberto 
Juantorena 1:43.5; 1977 Alberto 
Juantorena 1:43.4; 1979 Sebastian 
Coe 1:42.33. 


Bedser> 

SOn.o;. 

LATESt ENGLAND 
A team is the fiftieth to reihre- 
sent England in offidal home 
Tests since Alec Bedser succeeded 
Doug Insole as ch^rnttm of seme- 
tors ten years agd. The fourth 
and final match of this summer’s 
rubber will bring up hts hundred. 

None of Bedser's predecessors 
approached either figure — such 
has been tbe recent proliferation 
of Test cricket. Although Lord 
Hawke held office for a longer 
period (1899 to 1911 inclusive}, 
England played oniv 23 home 
Tests in that time and eight of 
those 13 seasons saw no Test erte* 
ket at all. England’s record shows 
a handsome credit balance during 
Bedser’s reign: 

TEST SERIES W L D T 

In England 8 4 2 14 

Overseas 5 2 4 11 


13 6 6 25 


The magnitude of Coe’s feat KAUSHIK BAGCHI 


TEST MATCHES 

In Englasd 
Overseas 

Totals 


W L D T 

20 9 20 49 
16 11 20 47 

36^ ^ si 



THE RECORD-SETTER: A smiling Sebastian Coe being congnivlated by Norwegian runners Bo Breigan (left) 
and Roald Holten on his breakina Alberto JuarUorena's record. 








Sportsworld Exclusive 


FOCUS ON REFEREEING 

Do refs 
read rule 
books ? 

Recently, a referee in 
Calcutta awarded a goal 
when the ball had hit 
the side of the net / 
Such instances are not 
rare, says ARIJIT SEN. 

r WAS JrjLY IS AND MOHUN 
Bagan were playing Salkia 
Friends. Mohun Bagan's stopper 
back Samar Bhattacharjee, beaten by 
a deft dodge, held Salkia striker 
Shivabrata Nath by the collar, until 
he managed to dispossess the short 
and stocky forward. The incident 
occurred urithin the penalty area, but 
referee Tarak Sen was oblivious of 
this gross infringement of the rules 
ft was a clear case of penalty. 

The very next day. East Bengal 
met Customs A.C. The latter, down 
by a iioal, suddenly initiated a move 
from the right and Ashu Dutta 
had only Satyajit Mitra to beat be¬ 
fore he faced custodian Bhaskar 
Ganguli. Mitra felled him as a last 
resort. Prompt went referee Sunil 
Mullick’s whistle. Believe it or not, 
the free-kick was awarded to East 
Bengal! 

Earlier, in the East Bengal-Tolly- 
gunge Agragami match, the latter 
team’s wily striker Pradip Dutta was 
pulled by his shirt by Manoranjan 
Bhattacharjee—from about five 
yards out of the penalty area to 
about five yards inside—but the 
referee was then busy looking else¬ 
where. 

But supervisor Janardhan Ghosh 
Dastidar was best of all. On the first 
day of the Calcutta football season 
this year, be was the referee in a mat¬ 
ch between Customs and Kldderpore. 
One of the former team’s forwards 

E ounced on the ball and drove it 
ard. To his dismay, he found the 
ball hitting the outside wall of the 
net. But he couldn’t believe his 
ears and eyes as he found the re¬ 
feree giving a long whistle and poin¬ 
ting his hand towards the centre. 
He had signalled a goal He turn¬ 
ed down the repeated pleas of the 
Kldderpore players and insisted it 
was a goal! 


r 


There was a rumour that the refe¬ 
ree may be suspended for a year. 
But after two days of penance , or 
some other absolution, he was clMn- 
sed of all guilt and was back with 
a lineman’s flag. Later, he took up 
the whistle again. This "infringe¬ 
ment” on the part of the referee 
would have earned him at least a 
year’s suspension or worse anywhere 
else in the world. 

But then. Indian football is some¬ 
thing unique. Every year, the 
Nationals present the strai^e sight 
of old or infirm referees huffing and 
puffing their way through 90 minutes 
of agony on the field. Their decisions 
during matches often do not tally 
with the rules of the game, but they 
carry on regardless. The last inter¬ 
state meet In Srinagar was no ex¬ 
ception, where one had the additional 
experience of watching supervisors 
"pull” the game a certain way. 

The Calcutta scene is no different. 
And it has never been as bad as in 
1979. I put this general feeling on 
the maidan to the country’s best- 
ever referee, PratuI Chakravarty —« 
the first Indian to hold a FIFA badge. 
The gentleman that he is, he said: 
"Don’t ask me such an embarrassing 
question.” 

Talking to some referees, it soon 
became apparent that there were 



The Mtdlkk turns Sunil and Anil 
both referees, going our to play fot 
a change 


two distinct groups there. The ope 
rative phrase was "politics of reta¬ 
liation’. This had come about be¬ 
cause the Calcutta Referees’ Associa¬ 
tion has a system at annual voting 
which Involves even the active refe¬ 
rees. 

The total membership of the re¬ 
ferees body is about 260. Of these, 
only 90 are active supervisors of the 
game, the others being either super¬ 
annuated or people who have passed 
the required examinations, but have 
not actually taken up the whistle. 



^■1 




But the qrstem of elections automa* 
tically eucoDracet groui^sin. Since 
the active referees are part of the 
set-up, thor fall into one of the two 
groups. The alignments are no sec¬ 
rets and when one party comes to 
power. It tends to ensure that "mem¬ 
bers** of the other are "taught a 
lesson". So. when one year’s oppo¬ 
sition becomes the next year’s "rul¬ 
ing party’’, retaliation is InevlUbte 
"If you don’t vole for me, I won’t 
gives you a match to supervise”. This 
seems to be the feeling among some 
referees. 

There are ways and ways of dis¬ 
crimination. The Referees Committee 
which schedules the weekW list of 
referees for the four divisions and 
Open Club competitions usually 
leaves it to its CRA members to 
decide which referee supervises ' a 
particular match. Here, if an "op¬ 
position” referee has been nominalea, 
the ruling majority gives him an 
unimportant match. The latter, not 
having seen the schedule, goes to! 
‘do duty. Then, a member closer 
home is given the most important 
match of the day. If a question is 
ever raised at a Posting Committee 
meeting, the people who were respon¬ 
sible for the switch can conveniently 
say that the referee supposed to 
supervise the most crucial match was 
late and therefore it was offered to 



Present CRA Secretary K Ganguli m hH "active” days —warning East 
Bengal's Prabir Majumdar 


the second person. Thus, both the 
ofRcals and the referee concerned 
can easily be kept in the dark. This 
is what emerged from a talk with a 
supervisor. 

The Referees’ Committee suggests 
a strange alliance between the CRA 
and the Indian Football Association. 
Along with four CRA members, 
there are several IFA oiBdals 
on the committee, if one includes 
the secretary and the three assistant 
secretaries. The remaining four are 
elected from the IFA Governing 
Body. The Calcutta football set-up 
being what it Is, the Governing Body 
members could represent the most 
nondescript clubs even though 
everyone knows their links with one 
or other of the “Big Two’’. It strikes 
one as strange that these people 
should be referees for particular 
matches involving Mohun Bagan and 
East Bengal. 

nPHlS PECULIAB SET-UP ALLOWS 
■ 1 - referees almost as old as the 
hills to continue supervising matches, 
althou^ the retirement age is sup¬ 
posed to be a strict 45. Anil rvne, 
who supervised matches in the third 
and fourth divisions and AJit 
Chatterjee, who does so in the 
second, could well form a subject of 
research. One Mrticular referee in 
the senior division also could be 
‘re-assessed’’ — and not only for his 
bald pate. A cursory check of school¬ 
leaving certificates should be enough 
to dear all three cases. 

But the IFA does not bother about 
age. In fact, for a lot of other things 
as well Like the fact that some 
referees —- who have done important 


matches last year — suddenly seem 
to have fallen from grace. Several 
examples can be given, but two will 
suffice. Messrs. Sushanta Choudhury 
and Sagar Sen have, at most, been 
handed a flag to wave from the touch- 
line. Last year they were found good 
enough to be given the whistle. Why 
does such a situation arise — 
especially when one sees the same 
old people supervising matches of 
the top teams day after day? 

The same mistakes also keep re¬ 
curring. For example, the mi.sjudge- 
ment of off-side. 1 don’t know how 
many referees really study the rules, 
but it is a fact — this year in parti¬ 
cular — that the "point-of-release” 
concept seems to be non-existent. 
The referee is supposed to see the 
positions of the forwards at the time 
the ball is released by any of their 
team-mates. Once that is done, a 
player can go anywhere, even beyond 
the goalkeeper. Biit the referees and 
linesmen this year have consistently 
refused to entertain the idea, much 
to the diagrin of players as speedy 
as Surajlt Sengupta and Manash 
Bhattacharjee. The "advantage" con¬ 
cept is another that seems to be on 
the "banned” list, as referee Sudhin 
Chatterjee demonstrated in the 
Mohun BaganiEast Bengal encountei 
this year. 

Obviously, the CRA needs to be 
cleaned up. The only way this can 
be done is either by the IFA taking 
away all powers of posting referees 
from the CRA, or by the latter body 
being given sole charge of this duty 
In either case, however, the active 
referees ahonld be barred from vot¬ 
ing in the CRA elections. 


This is not to suggest that pll the 
ills of the referees will disappear 
with this one act. Pressures win still 
be brought to bear on the auper- 
visors with an enigmatic "look after 
this team” ttming from people who 
are supposed to be giants of the 
maidan. But at least there will be no 
division amdng the active referees 
themselves. This is an unhealthy trait 
and must be stopped forthwith. 

Some referees have, in sheer dis¬ 
gust, let it be known that they are 
not interested in shuttling from 
ground to ground "looking after” 
certain teams. One referee, Sunit 
Ghosh, has gone a step further, "1 
don’t want to be part of politics. I 
can’t stomach such things. 1 in not 
doing any football matches this year. 
I'd rather do umpiring — in dricket 
and hockey. I've done a Beighton 
Cup final and several Ranji Trophy 
matches. If I get through my medi¬ 
cals (the results haven’t come yet). 
I’ll he on the Test cricket panel. I 
think that’s a lot better." 

The Chinese give a distinct, exotic 
name to each arriving year. If Cai- 
cuttans had one, they would surely 
have labelled 1979 as the "Year of 
the (non) Referee”. In addition to 
various allegations of their 
politics, ignorance (sometimes, 

of rules), ineptitude and favouritism 
(intentional or otherwise), the refer¬ 
ees could do with diagonal running 
practice and exercise to gather 
enough stamina in order to last out 
a match. I know this may be too 
much to ask of a Rs 7-a-^y referee, 
but then, he is supposed to be tlmre 
for the love of the game —■ and Us 
own whistle. 




'We are 

shabbily 

treated' 

M K ALEX VAZ IS A FOOTBALL 
referee of rntematimal repute. 
This correspondent took the opportu¬ 
nity to interview him at Chorao, a 
Goa village, where he was chief guest 
at the final of the inher^la^e foot¬ 
ball tournament. The discussvons las¬ 
ted for nearly tivo hours and he was 
so engrossed in hk talk that Bih cor¬ 
respondent had to draw his'attention 
to the watch which showed the time 
as 4J5 p.m. The final was to start at 
4J0 p.m. 

SPORTSWORLD: Wby Is tt that 
nrerecing Is not np to the nailer 
What measures would jroB sugfest 
to ImiMtive It? 

Alex Vat: I have been a referee 
for 23 years. 1 have supervised 
matches in all the prestigious com¬ 
petitions in the country and some 
World Cup qualifying round matches. 
I can well understand the problems 
referees in our country face. Com- 

f aring the facilities that referees in 
urope get, I can say that we in 
India are shabbily treated. When I 
went to the Gulf for the fifth Gulf 
Cup tournament, I had the privilege 
of meeting over 200 referees from 
the African, Gulf and Arab coun¬ 
tries. What they get is unthinkable 
here. In India, the attitude of the 
administration needs a turn for the 
better. 

I, for one, feel that the standard 
football will not improve until there 
is an Improvement in the' standard of 
refereeing. And this cannot come 
unless the referees get a fair deal. 
Some of us work in offites and are 
faced with leave problems. Then 
again, wliat a* person earns from re¬ 
fereeing is not sufficient. If the same 
person works overtime in his office, 
he can earn much more. Efforts 
should be made to attract young 
men towards this profession. 
And for this, refereeing itself 
should be made more attractive. 
Their knowledge can be ividened by 
holding classes and clinics. Some¬ 
time back, I held three clinics in 
Goa but the response of the young¬ 
sters was disheartening. Referees in 
Goa arc too old and everytime I come 
here, I see the same old faces. They 
are getting stale and old. 

I have an idea. I want to start a 
refereeing school in Bombay for 
schoolboys in the 16-18 age group. If 
I can get about 100 boys, I’m sure 
there will be at least 2S good referees 
by the time they attain the age of 25. 
Such a school can be started in Goa 
as well. The standard will definitely 
improve in the near future. Of course,- 
proper facilities and incentives have 
to be there. 


8W: Wlat aud* take !• n- 
feneiogt Aari how oM jam. attala 

fcatiWF it wrtgwl MINlteT 

Vm:' My liking for refereelDg 
developed from childhood. I hail 
from Cuncohm and the boys from 
this village used to arrange some 
matches among themselves. Some¬ 
times I used to feel like playing, 
whik at others I would like to take 
up the whistk. When I was at 
Lwala Hi|^ School Margao, if 1 
didn^ play, I would request the 
Sports Diredor of the school, Pr. 
Peter Mendonza, to entrust me with 
the whistle. I was the only boy to 
come forward and joking^, Ft. 
Mendonza used to ask me: “Alexan¬ 
dra, are yon the only person God 
has tfven us for the job of referee¬ 
ing?’*^ And he used to give me the 
whistk in appreciation. I could have 
become a decent player if I had not 
opted to be a referee. It is the love 
to conduct a game that ultimately 
made me a referee. 

I went to Belgaum and supervised 
a number of tournaments there — 
though, I must admit, without know¬ 
ing the laws of the game. Then I 
came to Bombay and once, in 1956, 
I bad to stand in the queue for near- 



Alex Vaz — "Wc musk catch them 
young." 


ly two hours to get into the ground 
watch an Ea.st Bengal-Mohun Bagan 
match in the Rovers Cup tourna¬ 
ment. Mr C, J. Vaz, who nails from 
Anjuna and who was a great inter¬ 
national referee, asked me: “Alex, 
why don’t you become a referee in 
Bombay? I assure you. you can be¬ 
come a fine referee.’’ At that time, I 
was playing for Phoenix Mills in the 
senior division. I took his advice 
seriously and he helped me a lot to 
come up. 

I qualified as a referee in 1656, 
securing 97.S marks out of 100. I be¬ 
came a National referee in 1968 and, 
till now, 1 have supervised over 4,000 
matches in India alone. 

1 feel I’ve made it only because of 
my physical fitness, honesty and alb 
round ability. 1 was selected by the 
All India Football Federation to ac¬ 
company the Indian Youth team as 
a referee to the 15th Asian Youth 
Championship at Tehran, in 1973. 


Out of the 16 referees in. tiiat <*am - 

E ionship, 1 was the only one retained 
y FIFA oKidals to rapervise the 
Tehran qualifying round matdiea tor 
the 74 Munich World Cup. I con-, 
ducted the semi-finals between Iran' 
and South Korea tn the ISth Atian 
Youth tournament before a crowd of 
90,000. 

In 1978, 1 was seketed by' the 

Asian Football Confederation to sup> 
ervise with three Europeans and 
other Aslan refereet, the final round 
of the Asia Cup — the most presti¬ 
gious eompetitlon in Asia. The same 
year, t was seized by the AIFF tor 
the Asian Ybntb tournament in Ihai- 
land. The most memorable match 
that I refereed, was between Japan 
and North Korea, which was witness 
ed by a crowd of over 70,000. 

In 1977, I supervised qualifying 
matches in Singapore for the 1978 
World Cup at Argentina. I also re¬ 
fereed the first Afro-Asian fiMls 
between the African champions 
Ghana and the Asian champions 
Iran at Tehran in 1978. Recently, I 
went to Baghdad, Iraq for the Gulf 
Cup tounument, on FIFA's appoint¬ 
ment. This was the first time that 
the Asians were invited and I was 
one among four. I refereed the un- 
offidal final between Kuwait and 
Iraq. 

SW: What, are the requkemeDts 
of a good refereeT 
Vaz: It is only with experience 
that one can become a good referee. 
Today, the game has become very 
scientific. Techniques and tactics 
have changed. As a judge, a referee 
is there to help the players play the 
game in a fair manner. He must 
know the psychology of players. 
When a player seeme to be losing his 
temper, the referee has to calm him 
down. The referee mu.st have the 
courage to face big crowds and deal 
with the “rough” players in a firm 
manner. He must have a good per¬ 
sonality and he must be fair and 
honest. One who is easily accessible 
to bribes is no good for the game. 

SW : Do you think rcferaelag at 
any time Is affected by pnbBc beha¬ 
viour? 

Vaz: Of course, but the public 
must be knowledgeable. People 
should come to watch bright and ex¬ 
citing football and not to make their 
side win at any cost. A referee 
should not be offended at bad and 
irritating words. The public can ex¬ 
hibit their dissaetisfaenon by booing 
the referee. In countries like Eng¬ 
land, they boo the referee but sever 
throw stones at him or manhandle 
him. Public behaviour has. its effect, 
specially with the young and up¬ 
coming referees. Some are very sen¬ 
timental or sensitive, but may not be 
found wanting in their job. Henoe, 
public behaviour should be gooi, 

SW: Do yos thfaik that the eliad- 
ard of foofboB bi golag fiowa 
at pieaeatT 

Vax: It has certainly gone down 
and the Oovemment is to he blamed 


for the fall The standard is going 
down d^ite coaching and other 
efforts. The showing of the Indians 
in the Asian arena has been poor. I 
feel the Government is not taking 
interest. Footballers in Europe and 
in other parts of the world are well 
looked after and they have security 
in the event of injury. Only a few. 
affluent dob sides or offices in our 
cohntry can provide security \o the 
players. Otherwise, players do not 
have any security except for their 
Jobs. If the Government takes pro¬ 
per care of sports and sportmen, I 
am sure we will get better results 
in international competitions. Govern¬ 
ment cannot expect the players to 
win laurels for the country without 
giving them encouragement. 

Much is being said about the Cal¬ 
cutta players' seeming lack of effort. 
One must realise that most of the' 
players are on contract and if they 
get disabled, no one would care for 
them. Naturally, they have to avoid 
injuries. In Europe, players have 
insurance and other means to pro¬ 
vide for them so they don’t have to 
worry about their future. -Lack of 
security for the players is the main 
reason for falling standards. 


SW: What should be the retire¬ 
ment age for a referee? 

Vax: Taking into conslderabon 
the physical and mental fitness of 
person, the FIFA has made it SO. In 
some countries it is 45 and in Eng¬ 
land, it is 48. In India one has to 
retire at the age of 45. I feel two 
or three years' extension can be 
granted by the AIFF if a person is 
still found fit for the job. S'lUges- 
tions have been made to the AIFF to 
raise the retirement age but, so far, 
things have remained stationary. Ac¬ 
cording to FIFA, a good referee is 
found between 40 and 50 years. At 
this stage, a referree becomes nch 
in experience. As for me, after re¬ 
tiring ITI be an Instructor-cum- 
Inspector for Asia. But I promise I'll 
retire with a clean slate. 

SW: How wobU yon compare 
Indlse lefeceee with fordga ones? 

Vu: Well, in other countries 
they start refereeing at the age of 
18, white we In India make a begin¬ 
ning raUier late. In Europe you 'will 
seldom find a particular referee on 
the same ground. They go on refer¬ 
eeing from place to place, and every 
matdi Is a new experience for them. 
It is to their advantaite that they 
are not exposed to the same public. 

A few Indian referees definitely 
measure up to world standards. I 
must admit the Europeans are supe¬ 
rior to us from the standpoint of 
physical fitness. My appeal to the 
administrators of the game is to 
make refereeing an attractive job 
so that the youngsters are encourag¬ 
ed to tako to It. If the standard of 
play is high and if the refereeing is 
far from satisfactory, it is ultimately 
the game that will safler. 

A r'AODCCOAMnnMT 


'I won't 
allow my 
son to be 
a referee' 

'One wonders why God 
created referees' la¬ 
ments SUDHIN CHAT- 
TERJEE. Mr Chatterjee 
is a Class ! referee based 
in Calcutta. 

T he government and thi 

sporting associations have fram¬ 
ed various plans for the overall im¬ 
provement of our sports standards. 
The players do not have to worry 
about tlieir livelihood if they arc 
able to demonstrate their talent. The 
Government and the mercantile 
firms keep some of their posts re- 
.served for talented youngsters. .State 
Bank, Railways, Food Corporation, 
Excise Departments, Steel Corpora¬ 
tions. State Transports. Post and 
Telegraph Departments all these 
Ifave a quota for people with a 
sports background. 

Persons employed in these posts 
are always deeply attached to the 
sports world. Even when they tetire 
from their active sports days, they 
always remain on the lookout for 
new talent; they coach the would-be 
sports stars with utmost care. Thus, 
the policy of the Government and 
the sports associations helps produce 
new faces in the sports arena. 


If a game is not supervised pro¬ 
perly, it becomes meaningless even 
if the players trj^ their best to play 
well. The supervisors of the game, 
that is the umpires and the referees, 
have to shoulder the responsibilities 
of the game, they have to make Im¬ 
partial judgements and have to 
watch the game with all the concen¬ 
tration in the world. 

And what do they gel in return? 
Abuses, stones, shoes and sometimes, 
a taste of deadly weapons from irate 
but unthinking spectators. The um¬ 
pires and the referees have no less 
power than the players, but when It 
comes to remuneration or reward, 
they are always fergotteu. 

One wondei'S why God created 
these peculiar creatures: no one 
cares for them. The sports or the 
government officials have no time 
for these oppressed and unwanted 
people, when they are the people 
who sacrifice their lives for the cause 


of sports without 
in return. 


getting anythin 


In a community religious festlvj 
where Rs. 50,000 is spent, peo|' 
haggle for tile priest’s 'dakshina*. lii 
the .same fa.shion. in an impoituttn 
match where, ticJiets worth Rs. S 
lakhs arc sold, the referee gets nnlM 
Rs. 5 for travelling allowance. •,7;| 

OUCH A STEPMOTHERLY ATTH 
tude makes the umpire* and thg 
referees feci thoroughly frustra'tedt 
and dejerfed. They repent huvin|| 
chosen Ihis profession. Would th<^ 
even advise anyone — their sonal 
brothers or relations — to cbtMtel 
this as a career? Would they say thaf! 
it is a great pleasure to become al 
referee? They wouldn’t, f. for one,! 
would never allow my sun to be gf 
referee. The much-hated and humili-l 
ated referees regard thoir professionj 
as the dirtiest of ail. It is' quitCf 
obvious that, in course of time, mi 
one will opt for this line and the 
referee-umpire class would face a 
gradual extinction. 

It is very unfortunate that no otte 
cares for this class. The players are 
honoured by different awards ir 
addition to the fat remuneration 
that ’they get. The Central Govern¬ 
ment honours players with Arjutu^ 
Awards. Some other institutions alscf 
have their own methods of bonour| 
ing the players. But up till now thet 
referees and the umpires have neveif 
received such awards. Don’t t: 

hold the country's prestige hi 

when they properly supervise 
match abroad? The cuptaias and th 
famous ex-players are invited foil 
their opinions after a great matchl 
What they say are broadcast by A1R| 
and Doordarshan. But an umpire o| 
a referee is never invited for hkl 
comments. Should not the audieoctf 
know their opinions, too, about thd 
game? Or are they inexperienced! 
and not suitable for the task? 

I have heard many umpires anci 
referees lamenting about so man)! 
things. Why cannot the Governmenlj 
directly or indirectly help this sec 
tion of sports personnel? Privitegef 
gre offered to the schedufed casUj 
people for their betterment But 
alas, nothing has been done for th4 
umpires and referees. 

Will they pass away after a cursetl 
life of an unemployed and starvlnfl 
existence? Is this what they gef 
from society? | 


Before I finish, I only want til 
say that even an appeal can be madef 
challenging the verdict of a Higll 

Court judge. But in the sports *court*| 
the referee is the final judge — ml 
one can challenge his decision. In {§ 
game, if the referee is absent; 
arrangements will hav<> to be madt| 
for a replay, (f the reforec Is pre-f 
.sent and the teams fail to appear 
both the teams are thrown out 0 || 

the competition. This shows thtl 

position that a referee or an umpiref 
holds in sports. | 



EYf WITNESS ACCOUNT OF 

Coro¬ 
nation of 
King Borg 
the IVth 

NARESH KUMAR, a 
hardened Wimbledon- 
watcher for three 
decades now. writes 
movingly of the most 
historic Wimbledon he 
has seen. Bjorn Borg. 
Billie Jean King and 
Ramesh Krishnan—they 
all made this year's 
Wimbledon memorable. 

I CAN PICTURE HIM EVEN NOW, 
the blonde God of tennis. Bjorn 
Borg, kneeling on the centre court 
King for a historic fourth time. No 
dramatics or theatrical gesture this. 
A torrent of emotion had pierced the 
icy Nordic reserve and revealed his 
shackled feelings. Beneath it all, was 
a mere human who wiped the tears 
trom his eyes as he sat stumped in 
his seat next to the umpire's chair. 
Amidst the near hysterical cheering, 
some of the hardened old tennis writ 
ers in the Press box sat quietly with 
lumps in their throats. Tonight, thev 
would be writing history. 

Such moments are rare. What had 
promised to be an execution, had 
suddenly turned into a battle a.s 
Tanner’s stream of arrowriike serves 
and passing shots pierced the hitherto 
invincible top-spin armour of Borg. 
When the big moments came for 
Tanner in the closing stages he was 
found wanting. Who can say whether 
it was bis arm which was laden with 
tension or the God's were against 
him. One can only vouch for his cour¬ 
age and resolve. In the end happily, 
the cheers were as much for the 
man from Lookout Mouiitain, Ten 
nessee, as for ‘Kng Borg'. 

“Our plan was not to play to any 
.set pattern and to vary my serve and 
mix-up the game so that Borg 
couldn’t settle down,’’ explained 
Tanner, who was coached by Ralston, 
to the Press. He moved in very close 
to the net and fatally thumped the 
spin out of Borg’s passing shots. 
The champion for once was un¬ 
balanced by the severity and dep h 
of the flat hit volleyes and shots and 
scampered about the court in an un> 


charac eristic role. ‘Never before 
have I seen Burg unbalanced like 
this,’’ said the maestro Krishnan to 
me. 

“The gusty conditions," the cham¬ 
pion explained, ‘made it impossible 
for me to lob Roscoe who, 1 could see 
was getting very close to the net” 
In his earlier matches, I had watch¬ 
ed the champion throw up his top- 
spin lob as if It was held, by an 
invisible string which never let it 
ass the baseline. His opponents 
new the futility of chasing it as 
they watched its elliptical track spin 
out another point for Borg. “Plan?” 
said Borg to the Press, “I had no 
plan to play Roscoe. I knew his 
game very well and I knew it would 
be a very tough match. Everybody 
tries to hit my second serve and 
come to the net, but that does not 
woriy me as I think I have good 
passing shots. 

“Yes, I was very nervous and 
could hardly move when Tanner 
saved three match points after I was 
leading 40-0 in the final game. I 
knew I had to put the pressure on 
him, put in a medium paced service 
and get to the net. I got through. 


but this was the toughest final I bav< 
played and certainly closer than m 
final against ‘Jeemy’' Connors.' 
What records are you going aftc 
now, are you still trying to improvi 
your game? asked the Press. “ 
have yet to break Rod Laver’s lecori 
of 31 consecutive match vicioric 
at Wimbledon, I have won 28 match 
es only and also I have never woi 
the U.S. Open championships. I d 
not think I can improve any furihet 
but I will be happy if I can main 
tain my current form for a few nion 
years”. That then is the .story o 
Borg’s historic triumph on the fina 
day of Wimbledon 1979. It wa 
enough for a lifetime. I thought, a 
1 came out of the crowded Pres' 
room. 

Gosh! Whatever had happened t 
Ramesh Krishnan ! I couldn't bcliev 
my eyes as I read the score-board 
It said R. Krishnan 6-0. 6-2. I hai 
seen the same name on the sam< 
score-board 25 years ago. Thelt alsi 
it had said R. Krishnan, but the scorj 
was 6-2, 7-5 (Ramanathan Krishnai 
beat Ashley Cooper). Father and s<»i 
had created a Wimbledon recon 
and an Indian landmark in WimbU 
don history. 


Oh Lord! Save me from Tanner, Borg- seems to say during the gruelling 
five-set encounter in the men’s singles final 




David Seigler, the best junior that 
the rich American tennis machine 
could produce, had been hurililiated 
by the lone efforts of this genius 
from Madras. With inadequate help 
(AILTA had refused to send him to 
the U.S. two years ago when he won 
the Under-16 U.S. title) from the 
authorities, Ramanathan Krishnan 
had staked everything on Ramesh's 
tennis. An unwritten saga of dedica¬ 
tion and sacrifice in which the whole 
family has participated. Now Ram- 
esh, junior champion of France and 
Wimbledon, was halfway to the 
Grand Slam. 

His anxious moments came in the 
quarter-finals when he was a set and 
a service breakdown against Van Der 
Merve of South Africa. But the 
hours of practice and three-mile 
evening runs paid aff. His game got 
diarper as the pressure mounted and 
he came through 9-7 in the decider. 
After this, his game was timed to 
perfection and he was never in 
trouble. The junior championships 
' are often a springboard to bigger 
things: one hopes it will be so in the 
case of Ramesh Krishnan. 

By the time Billie Jean King, part¬ 
nered by Martina Navratilova, had 


Wimbledon title establishing an all 
record, one wondered it ever 
would be a final Satui^ay such as this 
one. 

'PHE EXIT OF JIMMY CXJNNORS 
* was unworthy and unbecoming of 
the great champion that he is. A 
champion must team to stand up and 
take his medicine like a man. He 
stomped out of Wimbledon ndthout 
changing his wet clothes, after telling 
a surprised official requesting for the 
usual Press conference, to stick the 
tournament up his a—---e.” Last year, 
after his loss to Borg he said: ‘Til 
follow that s.o.b. and everytime he 
looks over his shoulder he’ll sec my 
shadow following him.” 

This year he was buried under 
Borg’s shadow. He played with a 
singular lack of imagination. Or per¬ 
haps his brittle game lacks the variety 
to break up the metronomic consist¬ 
ency of Borg. Unless Connors can 
come up with something new, Borg 
will continue to dominate him. 

This Wimbledon ended on a happy 
note for John McEnroe after his dis¬ 
astrous loss to Gullikson on the fiat 
Saturday. As the fortnight progressed 
there was a growing awareness to 


this left-handed genius. With it, fie 
crowds were williag to allow him 
special iattitude for his brittle tem¬ 
perament. The warm applause after 
he won the Men's doubKs with Peter 
Flemming augured well for file 
future. Make no mistake about this, 
McEnroe will prove to be a serious 
threat to the double-handed domina¬ 
tion of Borg and Connors. 

Men’s doubles, however, is a dis¬ 
counted event. The absence of the top 
stars, who concentrate on the singles, 
the larger prize money for singles, 
and an exhausting tournament itiner¬ 
ary are conditions wbidt do not en¬ 
courage the formation of great 
doubles teams. In the Golden Era of 
Australian tennis the Men's doubleii 
event provided .some of the roost ex¬ 
citing matches of the fortnight. What 
a fantastic doubles player Borg would 
make, with his top-spin return of ser 
vice and that deadly lob. Prahaps 
some re-thinking requires to be done 
by the authorities on this score. In 
this Wimbledon, the general standard 
was lower than it has been for years. 

The ladies singles as I saw it, sig¬ 
nalled a decline in the standard of 
Chris Evert-I.loyd and Evonne Goola- 
gong Cawley. Since last year Martina 





A delighted Billie Jean wkh Martina holds on to the women*s doubles trophy. At left is tfie Duchess of Kent 


Navratilova has grown in stature as 
a champion, while Tracey Austin 
showed that she would be a strong 
contender for future laurels. 

Chris Evert-Lloyd seems to have 
lost her subhuman consistency and 
with it has disappeared the confident 
air and winning vibes which made 
her one of the great lady champions 
of the world. Bvonne Goolagong Caw¬ 
ley has lost none of her charm of 
grace of shot But after having had 
a baby, apd an injury last Wimble¬ 
don, she was not sure she would be 
playing tennis again, and now has 
too much leeway to make up. It was 
eight years ago in 71 that she was 
Queen of Wimbledon. Both Chris and 
I.vonnc have British tennis-playing 
liosbands who play with and coach 
them. This, they joke in the dressing 
rooms, is the main reason for their 
decline. 

Even at their best they would find 
it difficult to beat Navratilova who 
serves harder is much stronger, 
volleys better and is Just as good of 
the ground. Navratilova's suspect 
temperament is the only thing that 
can bring her down, but she showed 
a marked improvement in her atti¬ 
tude in her matches this year. Tra¬ 


cey Austin has an Evert-like game, 
right-handed with a double handed 
back-hand. Her weakness on the 
serve and voll^ are more than com¬ 
pensated by the exceptional depth 
consistency in her powerful ground 
shots. 

F rom india’S point of view 

it was a happy Wimbledon. 
Ramesh Krlshnan proved to be the 
best 18-year-old in the world both on 
the slow clay courts at Roland Gar¬ 


in again on me 
grass courts at Wimbledon. Vijay 
Amrltraj provided one of the best 
matches of the fortnight against 
Borg. Vijay’s form left one with a 
ray of hope for the future. Significant¬ 
ly, he has had very few bad losses 
tttis year. 

Two walk-overs given by the 
Amritraj brothers, however, stnidc a 
discordant note. Ashok, according to 
the referee, failed to inform Urn in 
time about his withdrawal. In the 
men's doublet, Anand and Vijay gave 
a walk-over in the second round to 
the sixth-seeded Mayer brothers, 
Alex and Sandy. Both the ' Miwer 
brothers had played tough matches 
in the last sixteen of the singles and 
the AmritraJ's had an outstanding 
chance of beating them. Anand ask¬ 


ed for a postponement of the mati 
due to a shoulder injury which Wi 
not agreed to by the referee. H 
however, managed to play his mixt 
doubles matdi on the next day. 

Wimbledon with an ell time hil 
attendance of 343,044 during th 
fortnight is used to minor stamwde 
The stars are escorted on and o 
the courts by a couple of policeme 
who fend off the hysterical teen-a( 
autograph hunters. This year, hov 


unawares by a stamj[iede caused by 
young American lady player Lind 
Siegel who turned up for ner mate 
with her attractive asset's precarlo>j 

S r perched in a bra-less backlei 
ress. In the early Fifties, gorgMi 
Gussie Mnrau aeated a senmtio 
with her lace pantips, then fen 
Fagerous wore her famous gold lam 
panties. So fashion-wise, Wimbledc 
lived up to the favourite solgan < 
the lams "You've come a long wi 
baby*'. 

These then, were some of tli 
happenings of Wimbledon '79, whk 
was floodM by a horde of youn 
gum-diewing. toutfi. talented Anx 
ricans who threaten to swanstP w 

Ml# pMeoeutui #lhM wihmeigi MASllI 






Crossword 


Gridman 


23 



ACROSS 


2 — court: one laid with turf foi 
playing tennis (5) 

8 Require (4) 

9 Small barrel (3) 

11 Wagers (4) 

12 — Lindwall, bowler lor Australia 
(3) 

13 Rod—, wicketkeeper for Australia 
(5) 

14 In Rugby football, act of placing 
the ball on the ground behind 
the opposing goal-line to score 
points (3) 

18 Resting place for animals (4) 

19 The lowest score for a given 
course as made by the finest 
golfer (3) 

20 Employs (4) 

22 "I shot an — into the airllt loll to 
earth I know not whore" (Tenny¬ 
son) (5) 

DOWN 

1 The batsman facing the bowling 

s ^ery game is governed by many 
a — (4) 

4 Defensive batting in cricket (12) 

5 District of SW London (6) 

6 Japanese art of swordsmanship 

(5) 

7 In cricket, ball bowled by action 
of the joint connecting hand with 
forearm (5-7) 

10 Pleasure-loving (3) 

14 Children's plaything (3) 

15 Norman —, cricketer for England 
(7) 

16 Heavy disc thrown In contests of 
strength and skill (B) 

17 Bridge-player whose hand is ex¬ 
posed on the table and played 
by his partner (5) 

21 Grooved spherical 14 made to run 
up and down a string (2-2) 

• 


Question box 


lAnsvwra by Vi|iv*n B«ia 


D. Chendrasekher, Calcutta. 

Q : What is the Test keeping 
record of N. Tamhane? 

A : In 21 Tests, Tamhane had 51 
victims. These included 35 caught 
and 16 stumped. 

Waxir Hoaaaln, Calcutta. 

Q : When and against whom did 
India win her first Test series 7 
A : India won her final Test series 
against Pakistan In 1952-53. 

B. Shlvanna, Mysore. 

Q : Is Mr Fatehsingh Rao Gaek- 
wad the father of Aunshuman Oeak- 
wad 7 
A : No. 


D. Sengupta, Calcutta. 

Q : In how many Tests did VIzzy 
captain India 7 

A : VIzzy captained India in three 
Tests. 

Javed, Varanasi. 

Q : When did E A. S. Prasanna 
make his Test debut 7 
A ; Prasanna made his Test debut 
against England in the 5th Test at 
Madras in 1961-62. 

RKu Raj Bora. Qauhall. 

Q : What Is the Test keeping re¬ 
cord of Australia's Don Tallon 7 
A: In 21 Tests, Tallon has 58 
victims. These Included 50 caught and 
eight stumped. 

Miss Madhuchhanda Dasgupta, 
Durgapur. 

Q : When and where did Sunil 
Gavaskar make his Test debut 7 
A : Gavaskar made his Test debut 
against West Indies in the 2nd Test 
at Port of Spain in 1971. 

B. Bharat, Calcutta. 

Q ; Where did VIshwanath make 
his Test debut 7 

A : Vishwanath made his Test 
debut against Australia at Kanpur in 
1969. 

Bekhar Mltra, Calcutta. 

Q : What Is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of M. Walker? 


[SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO. 22! 



A ; In 34 Tests, Walker has taken 
138 wickets at 27.47 a piece. 

Miss Swata Majurndw, Jaipur. 

Q : What is the Test batting end 
keeping record of Rodney’ Marsh 7 
A : In 52 Tests, Marsh has scored 
2,396 runs at an average of 32,82. He 
also has 198 (190 ct, 8 st) victims. 

8. Gigtla, Lucknow. 

Q ; What is the Test batting re¬ 
cord of P. Burge? 

A : In 42 Tests, Burns scored 2,290 
runs at an average of 38.16. 

M. Thakur, Lucknow. 

Q : What is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of G. McKenzie ? 

A : In 60 Tests, McKenzie took 
246 wickets at 29.78 a piece. 

N. S. Viieyakumar, Kerala. 

Q : Who is the first bowler In Tests 
to get a hat-trick and against whom 7 
A : F. R. Spolforth for Australia 
vs England at Melbourne In 1878-79. 

V. Sufesh. Kumbhakonam. 

Q : What is the Test batting record 
of G. S. Ramchand 7 
A : In 33 Tests. Ramchand has 
scored 1.160 runs at an average of 
24.58. 

R. Lallllra, Kumbhakonam. 

Q : What Is the Test bowling re¬ 
cord of S. P. Gupte? 

A : In 36 Tests. S. P. Gupte has 
taken 149 wickets at 29.54 a piece. 

Supralim Mukhcr|ac, St. James' 

School, Calcutta. 

Q : What is the Test record ol 
8. Madan Lai 7 

A ; In 16 Testa, Madan Lai has 
scored 428 runs at an average of 
17.83. He has also taken 28 wickets 
at 33.68 a piece. 


Quiz 


ITIOLLOWING ARE (A) THE N.'XMES 
* o!f certain famous sports book^, 
mostly autobiographies, and (B) Ifis 
writers’ names. Pair them correctly. 

A 


QUESTIONS 

1. My life and the beautiful game 

2. Down the line 3. Cricket delightful 
4. The golden hat-trick 5. Blasting for 
runs 6. Cricket replayed 7. Goal 8. One 
more over 9. Fifteen paces 10. The 
Ashes retained. 


B 

1. S. Mushtaq All 2. Dhyan Chand 

3. Mike Brearley (and Dudley Doust) 

4. E. A. S. Prasanna 5. Alan Davidson 
6. Pole (with Robert L. Fish) 7. Roharr 
Karrhal 8. Vijay Hazara 9. Promjit Lai 
10. Balbir Singh. 

ANSWERS 

eg otv 'SB 6 v >g ov 'sB iv ige sv 
ijg 9 v =018 fv ua ev ^ea zv tv 
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(SotuBone next week) 
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Bridge 


Sehapiro 

South made an imaginative bid on this 
wedK's hand but failed to follow it up 
with sufficiently imaginative play. See 
If you can spot his best line with the 
advantage of seeing all four hands; 

6 KJ875 
4AK0743 

4 08643 


IJ108 

> KOJ 1096 

> 6 

iJ 10 6 



V A2 

6 0109432 
9 none 


I A K 72 
>8763 
0 A 
4k S 8 6 2 

West dealt with North South game and 
the bidding went; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

3 ^ 4 NT pass 

S ^ pass pass pass 

North's 4 NT, by-passing a possible 
spade contract, suggested the minor 
suits and South did well to take a heart 
control on trust when he jumped to six- 
clubs. 

Against the slam West led ^ K and 
continued with another heart. Declarer 
ruffed on the table and continued with a 
top trump. When East showed out South 
attempted to ruff two diamonds in liand 
before drawing the outstanding trumps. 
Not surprisingly West (who had pre¬ 
empted in hearts and shown up with 
three trumps) was short in diamonds 
and was able to over-ruff and defeat the 
contract. 

Was there an alternative plan? Yes, once 
West had led a second’ heart South can 
roff on the table and draw three rounds 
of trumps. He comes to hand with 0 A 
and ,'uffs another heart to leave the 
following position with East still to 


discard: 


^ none 
J87 



||I0864 
^ none 
010 9 


4AK72 
t(?8 
0 none 


With the lead on the table, East has to 


make a ruinous discard. A diamond 
allows declarer to establish the suit, 
which if he parts with a spade, two top 
spades and a spade ruff establishes 
South's 12th trick. 

I hope that you spotted the right defence 
- West must switch to a spade at trick 2 - 
then declarer no longer has the com¬ 
munications for his trump squeeze. 

Last week's quiz; at game all South 
held4 A J 76432<;;pAKOO10742. 
He opened one-spade and North re¬ 
sponded two-diamonds. The best rebid 
Is four-spades. As South has not opened 
two-spades, his bid must suggest that 
his hand has been Improved by partner's 
response. With good diamonds and a 
singleton spade North is free to go back 
to diamonds. 

This week's quiz: South holds 4^43 
^ none OKOJ64324A7 2. North 
opens one-heart. South responds two- 
diamonds and North reblds two-hearts. 
What should South bid now? 


Chess 


I Petsf CiUfko 


The game given two weeks ago between 
Larsen and .Radulov (from Leningrad, 
1973) showed hangidg pawns in a poor 
light, being attacked and destroyed by 
blows from enemy pawns on the adjacent 
flies. Now we look at a pair of examples 
(almost twins, since they were produced 
by the same players just a few days apart 
during a four-round international match) 
in which the pawns fared much better. 

In the first, solid defence by Black 
followed by exchanges led to a quick 
draw. In the second, however, he reck¬ 
lessly tried for more and allowed the 
pawns to advance. The white piecefe 
sprang into action from behind them and 
launched a devastating assault on Black's 
King. The first game will be found In the 
notes to the decisive one. 

Whits: •vetesar OltaMlai Black; Paul 
Karat. Ousen's Pawn, Nimzowitaeh Oafsnea. 
(3rd Round, Yuooalavia-USSR, Zagreb, 1988.) 

1 P-04, Kt-KM; t P-OB4,P-K* 

3 m-On,B-Klll 4 P-Kl, P-M 
I B-Ql,P-OKai a Kt-M,B-K<t 

T i-a.e-et a B-ot... 

A rather more enterprising idea is 8 Kt - OR4, 
hoping to embarrass the Bishop dt (^t6. 

a...p*Pi a PxP.p -04 

la PaP.BaKt 


The natural 10,.. Kt x P seems'tha most sol 

tlPaBtOaP; »P-a«.0-0l 
tl B-BS.OKt-^t 14 R-K1,OII-Bt 
is P-KM, KR-Ol!-ie B-K3... 

The rirsi-round game, havntg reached this Sar 
position by a slightly diflerent move Vdi 
continued 18 ... P - KR3; 170- KI3,- B x k 
18 RxB. P-K4; 19 Px P. Kt x P; 20 B x I 
Ox OB and was agreed drawn. What Ker 
now chose was much inferior to thait 
l8...Kt-B4; IT P.Qai,Kt-B4 
While was threatening B x Pch. To protect t 
King Black soon has to make latally waakenli 
pawn moves. 

18 Kt-KM,P-KU; 1fB-Ka,Kt-KM 
aio-04.9-Bii nq-iu, p-Kiu 
It B-KKMI,P-B4; a Kt a P. KKt a R 
UPaKt,R-K1; aBaRP.O-ia 
aO-BI.P-B8i nq-BTmata. , 
When Paul Keres lost he eiways accepted 
with good grace. I am sure ha saw here t 
humorous side of being demolished in a manr 
rerfiinlscent of his own tinust attacks. 
CempetKIan S4n. Solution noxt week. 
Black 
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White 

HOw did Black win duickly? 

Belirtlaa to B4tt (KarpovBaratovali 
Kulbyabav, im). ^/Ippp/pfcplkpnnt. 

tPIP*/tN3PP/PPKaBl(4BtR - WbHa 

play.) Karpov made'the neat thrust 28 P -1 
chi, and after 28 . . . B x P (even worse >v 
28... K X P; 29 B - 82ch. K - B8; 30 P - Kt3c 
K - Kt5; 31 P - R3ch etc.); 29 Kt - R4ch, K - Kl 
30 K - Kt3 Black had to surrender the exchan 
to avoid mate; 30 . . . R-08ch; 31 B-t 
R X Bch: 32 Kt x Rch. White won the endgar 
without dilTiculty. 

Probiam Me 1888. Solution next week. 

C. BoMaabmedlnp (First Prize. Probleemblt 
1960). 

fiMr/lrb91b/N1p1N3/1pa/4M/k1PI/Pnpa< 
K1Bn4 - a wblto man; 11 blaak.) 

White to play and mate in two moves. 

Bolutlon to No 18N <Nlomol)oy ai 
Waanlnk). (8b3/apb/p«1 p4/3p3r/1 Nl p 
4MB1/3pN1pa/IKIBI-inateintlma.)t Q- 

(threatening 2 0-KB7 etc.): (a) 1 .. . B-C 
2 OxRP. BxO; 3 KtxBP; (b) 1 . . . B-K 
2Kt-B8, R-R5:3 0x0P: (cl 1 . . . R-K 
2BxR PxB;3KtxOP 































































